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I have lived a long, satisfying, and fulfilling life, and the time has now come
for me to shed this mortal body. With deep conviction and thanKfulness, I can say
that I leave this world wholly at peace, having lived a [ife that has brought me
profound satisfaction and meaning.

I was born to loving parents, my father Kavuru Raghavaiah, a small
landholding farmer whose integrity and hard work shaped my earliest values, and
my dear mother Naga Ratnam, whom I lost unfortunately very early in my life, yet
whose spirit and blessings guided me throughout my journey. From those humble
beginnings, I had the privilege of pursuing an education in engineering, beginning
my own business, and striving to take it to the greatest heights that I could. In

A whatever way possible, I tried to contribute to the building of our great nation.

Among the many blessings of my life, the most meaningful was the
opportunity to represent my fellow citizens in Parliament. To serve the people, to
stand for their voices, and to remain available to anyone in need at any time was
an honour that I cherished deeply.

/) ~. By my side through the journey of life has been my beloved wife, Hemalatha,
' my true companion and steadfast support. We recently celebrated sixty years of our

union, a bond that has been a source of strength and joy through every season of

\ life. Through moments of challenge as well as happiness, she stood beside me with
‘\ ‘ '} {\ ‘ patience, grace, and unwavering encouragement. I pray to the Almighty that she is
| \ blessed with many more years of good health, happiness, and fulfilment,

N\ f \'\\ u surrounded by the love of our children, our grandchildren, our great-grandchildren,

and the society she has always cared for so deeply.
Throughout my [ife, I have been abundantly blessed with a loving and

\ - o supportive family, dear relatives, treasured friends, colleagues, and many
wonderful acquaintances. Above all, I have been profoundly touched by the
affection of my beloved Telugu people and my fellow countrymen and women,
whose boundless love and goodwill have been the greatest gifts of my life.

As I take leave, I carry with me immense gratitude for every Rindness, every
friendship, and every moment shared along the way.
I wish each one of you health, happiness, and fulfilment in the years ahead.

Jai Telugu Thalli.. Jai Bharat Mata.. With love and blessings to one and all
Your

Kavuru Sambasiva Rao
Fmr. Union Cabinet Minister, GOL.
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‘Highest-ever’
energy
consumption
onMarch 9

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Telangana has consumed
the highest ever energy in
a day on Monday (March 9)
when it was recorded as
335.89 million units sur-
passing the previous high-
est of 335.19 MU used on
March 18 last year.

Deputy Chief Minister
M. Bhatti Vikramarka attri-
buted the increase in ener-
gy consumption to Telan-
gana’s growth in IT,
pharmaceutical, manufac-
turing, irrigation and agri-
culture sectors. Stating
that Telangana is future-
ready to even the energy
demand up to 350 MU a
day with its strengths of ro-
bust grid maintenance,
proactive planning and ac-
tive coordination between
power utilities.

He complimented the
power utilities for meeting
another milestone of sup-
plying highest-ever energy
demand.

Lok Sabha takes up
resolution seeking
removal of Speaker

Sandeep Phukan
Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Tuesday
took up a resolution
moved by the Opposition
seeking the removal of
Speaker Om Birla, with
both the Treasury and Op-
position benches trading
sharp accusations over the
neutrality of the Chair.
Parliamentary  Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju de-
scribed the motion as an
“attack on democracy it-
self”, while the Congress
Deputy Leader in the Lok
Sabha, Gaurav Gogoi, said
the resolution was brought
from compulsion to “pro-
tect the neutrality” of the
institution of the Speaker.
Initiating the debate,
Mr. Gogoi slammed the
Speaker’s conduct, alleg-
ing partisan behaviour and
arguing that the motion
was necessary to “save the
Constitution”. “We are sad-
dened that we had to bring

QQ We are sad-
dened that

we had to bring such a
resolution... But it is our
dharma and duty to pro-
tect the decorum and

dignity of this House

GAURAV GOGOI
Congress
Deputy Leader

in the Lok
2

Sabha

such a resolution because
we all have personal rela-
tions with the Speaker. But
it is our dharma and duty
to protect the decorum
and dignity of this House,”
he said.

The discussion, for
which 10 hours have been
allotted, will continue on
Wednesday and conclude
with a vote.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
ISSUES RAISED
» PAGE 11

Gas from new sources will
end shortage, say officials

Importing natural gas from U.S, Norway has now become viable, though the shipping distance

may prolong shortage of the cooking fuel, they say; domestic LPG production has been increased

Saptaparno Ghosh

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he current crunch
T in India’s natural
gas supply is likely

to be short-lived as the pre-
vailing higher prices make
imports from distant
sources economically via-
ble, according to govern-
ment sources. However,
such shipments typically
take longer to arrive,
meaning the country could
face a shortage in the inte-
rim, they said.

India’s LPG output has
increased by 10% after
prioritising supplies to
households over industry
users, an official said re-
questing anonymity. On
March 5, the Petroleum
and Natural Gas Ministry
had asked all oil refining
companies to maximise

Short crisis

Gas shipments from distant regions, while economically feasible,
might take longer to arrive, leading to a shortage in the interim

® On March 5,
Centre had asked
all oil refining

® PG output has increased 10% from
previous levels since prioritising supplies to
households over industries, says official

companies

to maximise
production, with
all propane and

= Gas from Norway and the U.S. are
now ‘viable options’ apart
from Qatar

butane produced,
recovered, or
otherwise available
to be used for
producing LPG u.s.

® Estimates suggest

two months for India
to bring gas from
Norway or the

A
rg?-‘_

production, directing that
all propane and butane
produced, recovered, or
otherwise available to be
utilised for LPG output.
“On LNG, it is very diffi-
cult to make changes
quickly,” the official said.
“Apart from Qatar, our oth-
er options are Norwegian

or American gas, and that
takes a long time to reach
India.” Shipping industry
estimates suggest it takes
about two months for ves-
sels to travel to the U.S. or
Norway and return to India
with gas cargo.

Another government of-
ficial said LPG and LNG

LPG shortage
pushes eateries
into a crisis

Hoteliers across the country
have flagged the shortage in
supply of commercial cooking
gas. Various restaurant
associations have warned that
the situation would force many
units to shut down while
urging the government to
ensure uninterrupted supply of
cooking fuel. » PAGE 2, 11

supplies had been diversi-
fied, with cargoes “already
arriving”. “Some geogra-
phies are distant and the-
refore take time, but sup-
plies are coming,” the
official said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

NEARBY

Permanent
buildings for
all panchayats

HYDERABAD

Deputy Chief Minister Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka directed
officials to ensure permanent
buildings for gram panchayats
that do not have their own
buildings within three years.
» Page 6

Summer sets in
nearly 15 days
ahead again

HYDERABAD

Citizens across the State can
expect temperatures to climb
steadily in the coming days,
with hot afternoons and warm
nights very much like last year.

» Page 3
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TUNE YOUR
EQUITY-DEBT MIX
TO MARKET CONDITIONS

BALANCED ADVANTAGE FUNDS

Investment across equity
'w and debt instruments

Benefits of Balanced Advantage Funds

BHAROSA APNO KA

SIP for life

Dynamic Asset Allocation
based on market conditions

Aims to manage
volatility over time

An Investor Education and Awareness Initiative

For more information contact MFD/RIA | Learn about SIPs: hdfcfund.com/sip

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks, read all scheme related documents carefully.

SIP - Systematic Investment Plan | Visit https://www.hdfcfund.com/information/key-know-how to know more about the process to complete a one-time Know Your Customer (KYC) requirement to invest in
Mutual Funds. Investors should only deal with registered Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified on the SEBI website (www.sebi.gov.in/intermediaries.html). For any queries, complaints & grievance
redressal, investors may reach out to the AMCs and / or Investor Relations Officers. Additionally, investors may also lodge complaints directly with the AMCs. If they are not satisfied with the resolutions given by
AMCs, they may raise complaint through the SCORES portal on https://scores.sebi.gov.in/. SCORES portal facilitates investors to lodge complaint online with SEBI and subsequently view its status. In case the
investor is not satisfied with the resolution of the complaints raised directly with the AMCs or through the SCORES portal, they may file any complaint on the Smart ODR on https://smartodr.in/login. Balanced
Advantage Funds - an open ended balanced scheme investing in equity and debt instruments.

e —
E’H"

SCAN TO
LEARN MORE

M HY-HYE



THE HINDU

Wednesday, March 11, 2026

Hyderabad o
Fear over LPG supply disruption wonied over
simmers among restaurateurs fvelihood

Hyderabad’s restaurant industry includes over 74,000 establishments and generates around 5 lakh crore; industry

representatives warn prolonged disruption could force eateries to scale down services or shut temporarily

Siddharth Kumar Singh
HYDERABAD

yderabad, which
l—l boasts more than
74,000 restau-

rants with an estimated bu-
siness turnover exceeding
35 lakh crore, is beginning
to witness early signs of
uncertainty in the supply
of commercial Liquified
Petroleum Gas (LPG), rais-
ing concerns within the ci-
ty’s food industry. The fi-
gure was shared by the
National Restaurant Asso-
ciation of India (NRAI) in
2024, and industry repre-
sentatives believe the num-
ber of establishments has
only increased since then.
Amid the ongoing con-
flict in West Asia, restau-
rant operators say vendors
have started indicating
possible disruptions in
commercial LPG supply,
though an immediate shor-
tage has not yet been re-
ported in Hyderabad. The
situation remains uneven,
with some suppliers conti-
nuing deliveries while oth-
ers have warned of con-
straints in the coming days.
“As per our informa-
tion, a vast majority of res-
taurant operators rely on
LPG; very few rely on elec-
tricity. As of Monday, there
were no supply disrup-
tions, but now we hear pe-
ople are being informed
that they may not get LPG
supplies,” said Sandeep Ba-
lasubramanian, head of
NRAI Hyderabad Chapter.
The concern comes

1607

T Tranann.

The situation remains uncertain, with some suppliers continuing deliveries while others have warned of
constraints in the coming days. SIDDHANT THAKUR

amid reports on disrup-
tions in commercial LPG
supply — in multiple cities
across India — which is
widely used in restaurant
kitchens. “If supplies are
not available, we will be
forced to shut down be-
cause it is impossible for
the majority of restaurants
to function without LPG,”
he added.

Mr. Balasubramanian
said NRAI is in discussions
with the Union Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural
Gas, oil companies and dis-
tributors to address the is-
sue. He said the association
has urged the government
to treat LPG supply for res-
taurants as an essential ser-
vice if the disruption conti-
nues.

“During COVID, food

services were treated as es-
sential and supplies were
maintained. We are urging
the government to look at
the situation in a similar
manner,” he said.

Kavitha Mantha, manag-
ing partner of Sage Farm
Cafe and Ciao Italiano, said
while restaurants may be
able to tide over a short-
term disruption, a pro-
longed shortage could sig-
nificantly affect opera-
tions.

“In Hyderabad, there is
no panic at the moment.
As of now, there are no de-
lays in LPG supplies from
vendors. However, discus-
sions are on within the in-
dustry on staying prepared
if the situation worsens. By
this weekend or early next
week, we will have a clear-

er idea on what steps need
to be taken,” said Gopi By-
luppala, founder of The
Culinary Lounge.

Abhik Mitra, CEO and
MD of Paradise, said “Our
suppliers and distributors
have informed us that
there could be a shortage,
so we are preparing ac-
cordingly. Internally, we
have been reviewing our
LPG inventory across the
network and exploring al-
ternative cooking mechan-
isms, including electricity,
to ensure that our core
products continue to be
available without compro-
mising on quality. As of
now, we have enough sup-
ply to manage for the next
few days, but we are close-
ly monitoring the situa-
tion.”

TSHA warns
of temporary
closures

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Hotels and restaurants
across Telangana may face
temporary closures if res-
trictions on the supply of
commercial LPG cylinders
continue, the Telangana
State Hotels Association
(TSHA) has warned, urging
the government to ease the
curbs affecting kitchen op-
erations in the hospitality
sector.

In a representation sub-
mitted to Food and Civil
Supplies Minister N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy on Tuesday,
the association said the on-
going supply restrictions
have created serious oper-
ational difficulties for ho-
tels and restaurants, which
rely on commercial LPG
for daily cooking activities.
“If the situation persists, it
could lead to temporary
shutdowns of establish-
ments, unemployment
among workers and dis-
ruption of food services for
a large number of people
who depend on eateries
for daily meals,” they said.

The association added
that many staff members
working in hotels and res-
taurants also rely on the
kitchen facilities at their
workplaces for their daily
meals.

Haleem, a quintessential part of Iftar, is cooked over wood-fired
kilns for nearly 12 hours. NAGARA GOPAL

Haleem holds steady,
bhattis keep burning

Serish Nanisetti
HYDERABAD

As the restaurant industry
in the country and in Hyde-
rabad stares at a shortage
of Liquified Petroleum Gas
(LPG) cylinder shortage,
the industry-scale haleem
production during Ram-
zan is unlikely to be affect-
ed in a big way.

“The cooking of haleem
will not be affected as most
of the industry uses wood-
fired kilns. However, we
use gas stoves to make the
brista (fried onions) that
are very much part of both
biryani and haleem. That
will be affected,” said Mo-
hammed Majeed of Pista
House, one of the biggest
restaurant chains serving
haleem and biryani.

“The regular food
served to the personnel
working in the restaurant
industry is also likely to be
affected by this sudden de-
velopment. Most restau-
rants and hotels have a
stock of only two or three
days,” said Mr. Majeed.

“My supervisor just in-
formed me that we have
run out of our LPG cylin-
der stock. Ramzan month

is on and we are very
tense. We need a constant
supply of gas cylinders
since we cannot stock
them. We cook biryani,
eggs and chicken 65 on
gas,” said Ali Reza Jowkar
of Cafe 555 in Masab Tank
on Tuesday afternoon.

At 10.52 p.m. on March
9, the Union Petroleum Mi-
nistry shared information
about the supply con-
straints: “LPG supply to
other non-domestic sec-
tors, a committee of three
EDs of OMCs have been
constituted to review the
representations for LPG
supply to restaurants/ho-
tels/other industries.”

Flavour of the season
Haleem is a GI-tagged sea-
sonal delicacy served dur-
ing the month of Ramzan
in Hyderabad, and shipped
across the country by mul-
tiple restaurant chains.
Cooked over wood-fired
ovens — known as ‘bhatti’
— for nearly 12 hours, the
wheat, meat, and spices
are turned into a gooey
consistency by evening
and is part of the fast-
breaking food items at If-
taar.

HYDERABAD

Gig workers on Tuesday
stated that a possible shor-
tage of LPG and CNG sup-
plies in parts of the coun-
try could severely affect
platform workers, espe-
cially those engaged in
app-based transport and
delivery services.

The Telangana Gig and
Platform Workers’ Union
(TGPWU) and the Indian
Federation of App-Based
Transport Workers (IFAT)
said the ongoing interna-
tional conflict and disrup-
tions in fuel logistics could
affect LPG and CNG sup-
plies over the next one to
two days.

According to the un-
ions, thousands of drivers
operate LPG and CNG veh-
icles while working on app-
based platforms such as
Ola, Uber and Rapido.
These workers rely on un-
interrupted access to affor-
dable fuel to sustain their
daily livelihoods. Any dis-
ruption in supply could
lead to long queues at fuel
stations, fewer trips and an
immediate loss of income
for drivers already grap-
pling with rising operation-
al costs.

TGPWU and IFAT urged
both the Central and State
governments to closely
monitor the situation and
ensure uninterrupted LPG
and CNG supply in urban
centres.

Shaik Salauddin, an of-
fice bearer of the unions,
said, “Restaurant aggrega-
tors could face difficulties
amid LPG shortages, po-
tentially affecting order
volumes and earnings.”

Telangana bets on
more gap days
between SSC exams

B. Pradeep
HYDERABAD

The debate over whether
longer gaps between exam
papers improve perfor-
mance or instead cause
loss of momentum and fa-
tigue is now largely settled
in Telangana. The School
Education Department is
set to implement a signifi-
cantly stretched Secon-
dary School Certificate
(SSC) exam schedule this
year — 33 days compared
to around 10 days in pre-
vious academic years.

The SSC March 2026 ex-
aminations will begin on
March 14 and conclude on
April 16, with the last two
days reserved for Open
SSC and Vocational stu-
dents.

When the timetable was
released on December 9, it
sparked debate as it includ-
ed longer gaps between
papers — three days bet-
ween the first and second
language exams, five days
between Science Part II
and Social Studies, and
four days between most
other papers, similar to the
pattern followed by the
CBSE and other boards.

Student unions termed
the schedule unscientific
and submitted representa-
tions seeking its withdra-
wal. School management
associations also raised
concerns, citing pressure
on students, possible loss
of concentration and logis-
tical challenges in conduct-
ing exams over such an ex-
tended period. However,
Education officials say the
objective is to reduce
stress, strengthen learning
and improve results.

The State recorded a
92% pass rate in the 2025
SSC examinations, 91% in
2024 and 86% in 2023.

CM
K

School management
associations also
raised concerns,
citing pressure on
students, possible
loss of concentration
and logistical

challenges in
conducting exams

over such an
extended period

Under the department’s
plan to utilise the gap days,
students will have three
structured sessions each
day: revision and concept
reinforcement focusing on
key topics, formulae and
weightage areas; a practice
test of up to six questions
based on the final exam
pattern; and guidance on
answer writing.

The days are also struc-
tured to provide students
with feedback and analysis
of previous papers, and all
periods are divided into 20
minutes for the teacher’s
explanation and 40 mi-

nutes for students’
practice.
“If I get a Sunday break

before Math exam, my im-
mediate stress will disap-
pear and I will feel happy
studying. The aim now is
to make students feel this
way before every exam
and help them perform
better,” said G. Ramesh, di-
rector of the State Council
of Educational Research
and Training, who pre-
pared the action plan
along with his team.
Officials also said stu-
dents should stay away
from distractions such as
mobile phones, social me-
dia and television during
the gap days, and parents
must ensure a supportive
environment at home.
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Off the turf: Members of the Welsh women’s hockey team share a moment of camaraderie during the St. David’s Day celebrations held at
the British Deputy High Commissioner’s residence in Hyderabad on Tuesday. SIDDHANT THAKUR

Shah Ghouse halts
Irani chai service

Syed Mohammed
HYDERABAD

The LPG cylinder shortage
linked to the ongoing con-
flict involving the United
States, Israel and Iran has
claimed a casualty in Hyde-
rabad’s cuisine, with some
outlets of the Shah Ghouse
chain halting the serving of
tea to conserve cooking
gas.

According to the man-
agement, the decision was
taken to ensure that the
shortage does not disrupt
the preparation of key dis-
hes, particularly biryani.
“We have decided to stop
serving chai in some of our
seven restaurants owing to
the shortage of LPG cylin-
ders. If we don’t do this,
our biryani and other
preparations will be affect-

Irani chai has become a
casualty in the ongoing war in
West Asia. FILE PHOTO

ed,” Mohammed Rabbani
of Shah Ghouse said.

Mr Rabbani urged the
government to intervene
and ensure steady supplies
of LPG so that restaurants
are able to sustain produc-
tion and continue serving
customers without disrup-
tion.

Provisional merit list
for Civil Assistant
Surgeon posts out

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Telangana Medical and
Health Services Recruit-
ment Board (MHSRB) has
released the provisional
merit lists for recruitment
of Civil Assistant Surgeon
(Specialist) posts in select-
ed disciplines and an-
nounced certificate verifi-
cation for shortlisted
candidates later this week.

According to a web not-
ice issued on Tuesday, the
provisional merit lists were
published for the posts of
Civil Assistant Surgeon
(Specialist) in Anaesthesia,
Gynaecology and Paedia-
trics, along with Medical

Officer Specialist posts in
Anaesthesia and Paedia-
trics.

Certificate verification
will be done on March 12
and 13 at Indian Institute of
Health and Family Welfare
here in Vengal Rao Nagar..

Reserve day
March 16 has been kept as
a reserve day for submis-
sion of pending documents
and for candidates who
may be unable to attend
the verification on the
scheduled dates.
Following completion of
the verification process,
the final merit list and se-
lection list will be released
in due course.

Wagqf Board scrambles to upload
documents before March 12

Syed Mohammed
HYDERABAD

The Telangana State Waqf
Board (TGWB) and muta-
wallis across the State are
racing against time to meet
the March 12 deadline for
uploading documents re-
lated to wagf properties on
the UMEED portal. But
with the sheer number of
properties, officials say it is
an uphill task.

Officials told The Hindu
that the thousands of pro-
perties must be uploaded
and subsequently verified
before the deadline.

According to officials,
the pressing concen stems
from the fact that the erst-
while composite Medak
district accounts for a par-

ticularly large number of
waqf properties. The dis-
trict alone, they said, has
around 28,000 properties.
Hyderabad also has a sig-
nificant number of such
properties that require
documentation and
verification.

Telangana State Wagf Board, located at Haj House. NAGARA GOPAL

Officials pointed out
that the process of verifica-
tion presents an additional
challenge. The designated
checker and approver

must be a government em-
ployee and cannot be an
outsider. As a result, in-
spectors and assistant se-

cretaries are responsible
for providing the final clea-
rance for the uploaded
properties.

Despite the pressure of
the deadline, board offi-
cials expressed confidence
that the work would be
completed in time, stating
that teams would work
round the clock until
March 12 to ensure that the
required documents are
uploaded and approved.

Speaking to The Hindu,
TGWB Chief Executive Of-
ficer Mohammed Asadul-
lah said, “The number of
wagf properties is large in
number. We have been
speaking with mutawallis
and others to expedite the
process. We will be able to
finish the work on time.”
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Hyderabad

Timings

HYDERABAD
WEDNESDAY, MAR. 11

RISE  06:27 SET 18:25

RISE 00:26 SET 11:32
THURSDAY, MAR. 12

RISE  06:26

RISE  01:20
FRIDAY, MAR. 13

RISE  06:26

RISE  02:10

SET 18:25
SET 12:23

SET 18:25
SET 13:17

Hyderabad Weather max min
Sangareddy 36 21
Warangal 35 22
Hyderabad City 36 21

Hyderabad City Today

36°C Morning will be pleasant
with mist and haze. Day will be
very warm and uneasy. Night
will be pleasant. Dry weather
to prevail.

Hyderabad City Tomorrow
37°C The weather will be dry.
Day will be very warm and
uneasy. Night will be pleasant.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2026
All rights reserved.
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

Burglars steal
ornaments
from temple

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Unidentified burglars de-
camped with about six to-
las of gold ornaments and
silver articles from Sri Vara
Siddhi Vinayaka Swamy
Temple at Ashok Nagar Co-
lony in RC Puram mandal
on the night of Monday.

The theft came to light
on Tuesday morning when
the temple priest arrived to
open the premises and
found the ornaments
missing.

Police are examining
CCTV footage from the sur-
rounding areas. A case was
booked and probe is on.

State sees early onset of summer again

Meteorologists say temperatures are already 2-3°C above normal, with hotter days and warmer nights ahead; a brief dip

around March 15-16 is likely with cloudy skies and light rain, while El Nifio may influence weather later this year

V. Geetanath
HYDERABAD

itizens across Telan-
gana can expect
temperatures  to

climb steadily in the com-
ing days, with hot after-
noons and warm nights be-
coming the norm.
Meteorologists from the
Telangana Development
Planning Society (TGDPS)
say summer has effectively
set in nearly 15 days ahead
of schedule-much like last
year.

According to senior
weather consultant Y.V. Ra-
ma Rao, maximum tem-
peratures have already
touched 36°C-37°C in Hyd-
erabad and 38°C-39°C in
several districts, which is
2°C to 3°C above normal.
Minimum temperatures,
too, are higher than usual,
hovering between
18°C-20°C in the twin cities
and 20°C-23°C in the
hinterland.

Temperatures are ex-
pected to rise further later
this week, with mercury
likely to hit 40°C-41°C in

Temperatures are expected to hit 40°C-41°C in districts and 38°C or more in Hyderabad later this week.

districts and 38°C or more
in Hyderabad. Night tem-
peratures are also set to in-
crease to around 22°C in
the capital region and 22-
24°C elsewhere, he said.

A brief dip may occur
around March 15-16 due to
an east-west trough, which
could bring cloudy skies
and light rain.

“Beyond this temporary

fluctuation, hot weather
will dominate,” Mr. Rao
said. He said that Maha-
rashtra, Rajasthan and
parts of North India, which
typically heat up in April
and May, are already expe-
riencing summer-like con-
ditions. “This early heating
in northern and western
India is likely to influence
conditions here as well,”

he noted. Last year, sum-
mer conditions arrived ear-
ly in March and persisted
through April before pre-
monsoon showers ap-
peared by late May.
Meanwhile, Hyderabad-
based Indian National
Centre for Ocean Informa-
tion Services (INCOIS) has
reported that sea surface
temperature anomalies in

the eastern and central
Pacific indicate a weaken-
ing La Nifia and a shift to-
ward ENSO-neutral condi-
tions until June, with a
probability of 50%-65%. El
Nifio is the second-most
likely phase during this pe-
riod. El Nifio is associated
with the warming of the
eastern Pacific Ocean, in-
fluencing the EI Nifio-
Southern Oscillation (EN-
S0) cycle. A prevailing El
Nifio typically weakens the
Indian summer monsoon,
reducing rainfall and af-
fecting agriculture and the
broader economy.

It is also linked to stron-
ger, prolonged marine
heatwaves in the northern
Indian Ocean, which dis-
rupt ecosystems, damage
coral reefs and cause signif-
icant losses to fisheries

El Nifio is expected to
become the dominant EN-
SO phase from July to No-
vember 2026 with a 40% to
60% probability, while EN-
SO-neutral conditions re-
main the next likely out-
come at 40% to 50%, said
scientist P.A. Francis.

Two killed, one injured
in road accident

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Two individuals were
killed and one person was
injured in a fatal road acci-
dent early on Tuesday af-
ter a speeding lorry
rammed into several vehi-
cles parked along the Hyd-
erabad-Vijayawada high-
way near the Nalgonda X
Road flyover. While the in-
jured person is undergoing

treatment at a hospital, bo-
dies of the deceased were
shifted to Nalgonda Go-
vernment Hospital for au-
topsy. The vehicles were la-
ter shifted to the police
station and traffic on the
flyover was cleared with-
out major disruption.

The accused lorry driver
left the vehicle behind and
absconded. A case was
booked and efforts are on-
to trace him.

Actor Lavanya Tripathi lodges
plaint against Instagram trolls

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Actor Lavanya Tripathi
lodged a complaint with
the Cyber Crime wing of
the Hyderabad Police on
Tuesday alleging harass-
ment and defamatory
posts targeting her on so-
cial media.

In her complaint, the ac-
tor stated that certain In-

stagram accounts have
been posting abusive com-
ments and objectionable
content directed at her and
her family members.

She alleged that these
accounts have been shar-
ing posts intending to dam-
age her reputation and per-
sonal life.

Lavanya Tripathi re-
quested the police to iden-
tify the individuals behind

the accounts, take legal ac-
tion, and ensure that the
offensive posts are re-
moved from the platform.

Based on the complaint,
a case was registered un-
der provisions of the Infor-
mation Technology (IT)
Act, 2000 and the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). Of-
ficials said efforts are un-
derway to trace the
accused.

INBRIEF

SCSC launches ‘Dialogue for a
Better Tomorrow’ initiative

The Society for Cyberabad Security Council
(SCSC) on Tuesday launched an initiative titled
“Dialogue for a Better Tomorrow” at an event
held in Cyberabad. Cyberabad Police
Commissioner and SCSC chairman M. Ramesh
emphasised the importance of ensuring women’s
safety and acknowledged the role women play in
shaping families and society. He highlighted the
growing need for greater health awareness and
food safety, urging citizens to adopt healthier
dietary habits and encourage the consumption of
organic and unadulterated food.

Officials seize ganja, liquor in
multiple raids across city

Excise officials arrested one person and seized
1.3 kilograms of ganja and 184 liquor bottles
worth several lakhs during multiple enforcement
operations carried out in and around Hyderabad
as part of a special drive against narcotics and
non-duty-paid liquor. In one case, teams from
the State Task Force-A team arrested a man
selling ganja on Peerzadiguda-Parvathapur road
in Ghatkesar. In a separate operation targeting
non-duty-paid liquor, enforcement teams seized
liquor worth about 33.68 lakh and booked 18
cases.

Man held for manufacturing
low quality ginger-garlic paste

A 50-year-old man was arrested for
manufacturing and selling substandard
ginger-garlic paste in unhygienic conditions in
Hyderabad. The accused, identified as
Mohammed Farooq, owner of a unit named
Shehzada Food Master, was apprehended.
Around 1,090 kilograms of adulterated
ginger-garlic paste worth 2.2 lakh was seized by
the officials. Further investigation is underway.

MUSIC DANCE DRAMA

Ramzan KANNADA NATYA RANGA -

Timings Invites you for International Women's

Iftar Day Celebrations on Wednesday,
(Wednesday) 11th March, 26 i.e., Today at Sundar-
ednesday, rayya Kala Nilayam, Bagh lingampalli
6.30 p.m. from 6 p.m onwards. The program con-

Sehar sists: Stand - up comedy show by
ikl renowned comedienne Smt. Indumati
(Thursday) Salimat, a play Ondu seereya Sutta, by
5.05 a.m. Malkaggiri Kala Sangha. Chief Guest

Smt. Bhargavi Shastri, Guest of

Honour Smt. Geeta Nawaratna and
Smt. Latha Nadig both Senior Actres-
ses KNR Hyderabad. 98660 96809
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OPPORTUNITIES

SESHADRI RAO
GUDLAVALLERU ENGINEERING COLLEGE
[An Autonomous Institute with Permanent Affiliation to JNTUK, Kakinada)

Seshadri Rao Knowledge Village, GUDLAVALLERL - 521 356, Krishna Dist, AP,
Ph: 08674-273737 /273888, Fax. No. 08674-273957

STAFF RECRUITMENT

Applications along with bio-data, photocoies of all certificates
and pass port size photo are invited from the candidates for the
posts of Associate Professors / Assistant Professors in ECE /
CSE / IT / Artificial Intelligence & Data Science / CSE(Artificial
Intelligence & Machine Learning)/internet of Things / English/
PhysicsMathematics. Qualification and experience as per AICTE
noms. Applications are also invited for the posts of Qualified Full
time Medical Officers & Nurses, Estate Manager, Finance Officer,
Junior Assistants & Computer Operators. Applications may be
sent on or before 28-03-2026 1o careers@gecgudiavalleru.ac.in.
SRGEC/Advi2028, d11-03-2026 Secretary & Correspondent

SIDDHARTHA

ACADEMY OF HIGHER EDUCATION
An Inshtutmn Deemed to be University

Under Section 3 of UGC Act, 1956)
(Sponsored by Slddhar‘tha Academy of General & Technical Education), Vijayawada, A.P.

(Formerly Velagapudi Ramakrishna Siddhartha Engineering College)

HIRING FACULTY & STAFF

Applications are invited for the following Posts
Interested candidates are required to register at:
https://careers.siddhartha.edu.in on or before 215t March 2026

PROFESSOR OF PRACTICE, PROFESSORS,
ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS, ASSISTANT PROFESSORS,
FEMALE ASSISTANT PHYSICAL DIRECTOR,
LIBRARIAN, ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN

School of Arts & Commerce
*« Commerce

School of Engineering

Anil Neerukonda Institute of Technology & Sciences

ANITS {Autonomous), Sangivalasa, \Iuﬁlldpat!ldm

FACULTY RECRUITMENT-2026
CSE & Allied Branches
Positions Open
X Associale Professors
Departments
X Compuler Science & Engineering (CSE)
®  Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning (Al & ML)
®  Dala Science X Cyber Security X Information Technology (IT)
Qualifications
® UG &PGin Computer Science or allied displines from recognized Institutions
X Ph.D.inrelevant area is desirable X As per AICTE norms
Applications are invited for: Dean - lIC
Apply now: careers@anits.edu.in, hr@anesehs.org
Last Date to Apply: 14" March 2026

x Assistant Professors

e KAMARAJAR PORT LIMITED
(A COMPANY OF CHENNAI PORT AUTHORITY)
No.17, Jawahar Building, Rajaji Salai, Chennai — 600 001.
CIN: U45203TN1999PLC043322

WALK - IN INTERVIEW On 18.03.2026

CONSULTANT - FINANCE (1 No) - Engagement on contract basis
Must be a Member of Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
or Member of the Institute of Cost Accountants of India (or)
possess MBA (Finance) from a premier Institution (full time).
Minimum of 7 years of post-qualification as per the notification
Not more than 40 years of age

Initially for a period of 01 year, extendable for further period
based on the requirement and performance.

1 (One)
For details, please visit our website www.kamarajarport.in
General Manager (CS & BD) ilc

Qualification

Experience
Age

Contract
Period

No. of Vacancy

6}INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED VIROLOGY

%, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, KERALA - 695317

* Professor of Practice: Professionals with proven domain expertise and 5 -15 years of
relevant industry experience, preferably in senior-level roles, are eligible to apply.

« Compensation: Candidates meeting qualifications and experience as per AICTE / UGC /
relevant regulatory norms will be placed in the 7" CPC pay scale.

« Merit Incentives: Applicants from premier institutions or with research expertise in emerging
and interdisciplinary technologies will be considered for enhanced salary packages.

* Leadership Opportunities: Academicians willing to undertake leadership, mentoring, and
challenging institutional responsibilities are strongly encouraged to apply.

« Eligibility (Senior Positions): For Professor / Associate Professor, only relevant experience
acquired after the award of a PhD will be considered.

* Academic Profile: Applicants must demonstrate teaching excellence, impactful research
publications, funded projects, and academic administration experience.

* Preference: Priority will be given to candidates with a PhD (awarded or thesis submitted),
particularly those with quality research publications.

Last Date for Submission of Applications 215t March 2026

The Venue & Date will be intimated through mail for the shortlisted candidates.

For More Details Visit: www.siddhartha.edu.in/careers Registrar

*CSE IT/Al -ECE o A RECRUITMENT NOTIFICATION - SCIENTIST POSITIONS
E:ylsl':: * Chemistry .'P'\I:aitii'a‘::‘:wca“on Applications are invited from qualified candidates
9 ) : l_axy S for appointment to the following permanent
s_ch'n‘gz' of Science « Psychologist SCIENTISTS - C positions on direct recruitment basis:
n « Liaison Officer

- B.Sc. (H Computer S
. ¢ (Honours) Computer Science | 0 Thrary SL.| NOTIFICATION NO. DEPARTMENT NO. OF

chool of Management L VACANCIES

« Business Administration * Accounts Assistants

* Sound Technician 1AV/308/HR/2026-1 | CLINICAL VIROLOGY 01

pCielionapplicantss 1AV/308/HR/2026-2 VIRAL VACCINES 01

1AV/308/HR/2026-3
IAV/308/HR/2026-4

VIRAL DIAGNOSTICS 01
ANTIVIRAL DRUG 01
RESEARCH
VIRUS APPLICATIONS 01
VIRUS EPIDEMIOLOGY,

PUBLIC HEALTH AND 01
VECTOR DYNAMICS

For further details and online link for submitting application,
log on to www.iav.kerala.gov.in
Last date for the receipt of application: 15.05.2026.

06.03.2026 Sd/- Director

al b (WOIN[=

IAV/308/HR/2026-5

6 | IAV/308/HR/2026-6

S RAILTEL CORPORATION OF INDIA LIMITED}

(A Govemment of India Undertaking under Ministry of Railways)
Registered & Corporate Office: Plate-A, 6th Floor,
Office Block-Il, East Kidwai Nagar, New Delhi-110023.
website: www.railtel.in, CIN: L64202DL2000GOI1107905

Indicative Notice for Direct Recruitment in RailTel
Corporation-Vacancy Notice No. RCIL/2026/P&A/44/1

RailTel Corporation of India Limited, a Navratna Public Sector
Undertaking under Government of India, invites applications from Indian
Citizens for the following 9 no. of vacancies for its Data Centres at
Gurugram and Hyderabad:
. Deputy Manager/Technical (System Admin): CTC (approx.) -
Rs.12 Lakh + PRP
. Manager/Technical (Database Admin & IT): CTC (approx.) -
Rs.15 Lakh + PRP
« Sr. Manager/Technical (System Admin & IT): CTC (approx.) -
Rs.18 Lakh + PRP
The applications in prescribed proforma should reach this office by post
latest by 06.04.2026.
The detailed notice and application form for the above vacancy notice
may be accessed on RailTel's website https://www.railtel.in/careers.html
under ‘current job openings’ section.

Executive Director/HR

ENGG./PRODN./TECH.

— WO IEIaEE
—fcind

BHARAT ELECTRONICS

““== _BHARAT ELECTRONICS LIMITED

e s (A Govt. ofIndia Enterprise under the Ministry of Defence) ==
- E - (CIN: L32309KA1954G0I000787) T g

NTPC Limited

NTP } (A Gouvt. of India Enterprise)
Advt. No.: 03/26

NTPC Limited is India’s largest power conglomerate with an
installed capacity of 88 GW. Commensurate with our country’s
growth challenges, NTPC has embarked upon an ambitious
plan to attain a total installed capacity of 149 GW by 2032.

To fuel its ambitious growth plans, NTPC is looking for
experienced professionals on fixed term basis. Details are
as under:

Post Vacancies
Executive (IBD) (On Fixed term basis) 4

Interested eligible candidates should log on to our website
careers.ntpc.co.in or visit careers section at www.ntpc.co.in
for viewing detailed eligibility criteria, qualification criteria,
experience criteria, full text of the advertisement and for
applying. Only online mode of application will be accepted. The
online application portal will remain open from 09.03.2026
to 23.03.2026. Any further addendum/corrigendum/updates will
be published only on our website.

Leading the Power Sector

Tech-Perfect Solutions for the Nation's Defence

[ E——

Bharat Electronics Ltd., a Navaratna Company and India's premier professional electronics Company under the Ministry
of Defence requires professionals for the below post for its Network & Cyber Security SBU of Bengaluru Complex.
SI.|Post Qualification No. | Experience | Temporary | Remuneration | Posting
No of ason |/Permanent ICTC Location
posts| 01.02.2026
1 |Senior BE/B. Tech in 05 | 4Years | Permanent Pay Scale
Engineer/ | Computer Science/ Rs.50,000 -
E-ll Electronics & Communication 1,60,000 CTC :
Rs.16 lakhs approx.
2 |Field BE/B. Tech in Temporary Rs.60,000
Operation | Computer Science/ 06 5Years |(for4 Years (increase of  |New Delhi
Engineer | Electronics & Communication tenure) Rs.5000/- for
every year)
3 |Project |BE/B. Tech in Computer Temporary Rs.40,000
Engineer-1| Science / Cyber Security / 12 | 2 Years 3 Years, (increase of
Information Technology / Extendable Rs.5000/- for
Information Science / upto 1 every year)
Electronics & Communication more year
For detailed advertisement please visit “Recruitments” section in our website www.bel-india.in
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CYBERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
Ameenpur Circle-47, Serilingampally Zone, eec47.ghmc@gmail.com

e’ - Procurement Notice
Short Tender Notice No. Engg - 09/CMC/AMPR-C-47/2025-26 Dated: 05.03.2026
Published for Developmental works in Ameenpur Circle-47 on ‘e’ -procurement platform. The Details
can be seen by logging @ www.tender.eprocurement.gov.in the date of events are detailed below: -

|_Events Date & Time

id Document down load start Date and Time 06.03.2026 @ 04.00 PM
| Last Date & Time for receipt of bids 13.03.2026 % 04.00 PM
Price Bid Opening 13.03.026@ 04.30 PM

Address of the Officer concerned, Executive Engineer, Ameenpur Circle-47, Serilingampally Zone, CMC
further details can be seen at www.tender.telangana.gov.in Sd/- Executive Engineer,

DIPR R.0.No.16726-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2025-26 Dt. 10.03.2026 BELEN VA GICI A FAL MY

TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS, TIRUPATI

AT S A L a0 - PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
e Mo 10/ D3/ CE/TIDV 202526

Dated: 09,03, 2026
o-tonders rwiod on e-procursment for Fifty Eight{58) works of TTD Engineering Dept
SE-1: NIT Mo, 106 i 1007SELF 2005- 26 (04 works), SE-I1: NIT Mo, 1077 io 1087 /SE-L/ 2025 26(1 7 works), SE
Wi- NIT Mo, 56 & 57/SENL3025-26002 works), EE-1: NIT Mo, 100 /EE-I/2025-26(07 werk) EE-1Il: KT No
105/EE-MF2025-26(07 woek), EE-VE: NITMo. 16810 173/EE-VI/2025- 2605 works), EE-¥IE NIT No. 82 1n
BA/EE-WI2025- 28403 weeks) EE-XI: MIT No. 134 b0 137/EE-0/2025-26(04 works), EE-XIE NIT No, 208 10
Z11/EE-NL 2025 26(04 works), DE(Elec)-l: NIT No. 320 o 327/DE{Elec)-/2025- 26408 works), DE{Elec)-11
NIT Ma. 568t 575/DE([Elec)-0/2025- 26008 works), DE[Elec)-TML: NIT Na 402 /DETElec]-TWL /2025-26(01
work ), For cetails Jog wwitinamals.org and iog in hitps:/ ender apeprocurement gow in lof waik detalts

TT0-40021/ 10/ 2025-PRO SEC| A Nu. 429) Dusa: 100032026 EXECUTIVE OFFICER

@ GREATER HYDERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION et
Executive Engineer-ll, Circle-44, Mettuguda
‘e’ Procurement Short Tender Notice

NIT No.: 09/EE-II/Cir44/SBZ/GHMC/2025-26 Dated: 10-03-2026, Name of the
Work: 1) Supply, Transportation & fixing of New LED fixtures & New Automatic Street
Light control systems, 2) Maintenance of street lights for Supply & Delivery of 1x16,
1x16+25 and 3x16+25 sq.mm Multi strand AB Cable’s, 3) Supply, transportation and
replacement of failure Drivers for various LED light wattages, 4) Supply and Fixing of]
Automatic street light controllers, Contactors, MCBs and Coin batteries, 5) Removal of
water stagnation & Repairs of SW Drain, 6) Proposals for Recarpeting of damaged BT
Stretches at various locations (2nd Recall) (SI.No.1 to 8), Estimate Amount / ECV in
lakhs: 124.20, Start date & Time for receipts of Bids: From 11.03.2026 @ 2.00 PM,
Last date & Time for receipts of Bids: 16.03.2026 @ 2.00 PM, Name & Address
officer Cell. No.: Executive Engineer-Il, SBZ, GHMC, Cell No. 97044 05076. Further,
details can be seen at e-Procurement @ https://www.tender.eprocurement.gov.in

Sd/- Executive Engineer-ll, Circle-44,

T N e A P P T TR E P r Tl Mettuguda, Sec-bad Zone, GHMC

GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
General Administration (OM.l) Dept.

TENDER NOTICE |
Memo.Nos.GAD01-OPOMOOFPR(STAT)/47/2024-0M-1-1B, 2B, 3B, Dt.09.03.2026
General Administration Department, A.P. Secretariat, Velagapudi
desires to procure the annual requirement of Stationery/ Non-Stationery
and Computer items/ Refreshment items and other items for a period
of One Year from April, 2026 to March, 2027. The interested registered
agencies are requested to submit their SEALED tenders to the O/o. the
Deputy Secretary to Government (General), General Administration (OM.I)
Department, as per the time schedule shown below :-

1) Sale of Tender Documents: 16.03.2026 to 17.03.2026 between 11.00AM
to 5.00PM available at Assistant Secretary to Govt. (OM), General
Administration Department, Ground Floor, Building No.1, IGC, Velagapudi.
2) Cost of the Tender Document: Demand Draft for Rs.1000/- drawn
separately for each Tender in favour of the Dy. Secretary to Government
(General), A.P. Secretariat, IGC, Velagapudi and the DD should be drawn
in the State Bank of India, A.P. Secretariat, Velagapudi Branch only.

3) Other details can be accessed at www.ap.gov.in

DIPR 19303/CL, Dt: 10-03-2026 Sd/- Principal Secretary to Govt. (POLL.)

EAST COAST

Notice No.: eT-North-WAT-07-2026
Dt.: 03.03.2026
NAME OF THE WORK :
CONSTRUCTION OF LIMITED HEIGHT
SUBWAY (LHS) AT TRESPASSING
LOCATIONS AT KM. 335/9-11 BETWEEN
SINGAPUR ROAD-RAYAGADA AND AT
KM. 387/15-17 BETWEEN GUMADA-
PARVATIPURAM ON RAIPUR-
VIZIANAGARAM LINE UNDER THE
JURISDICTION OF ASSISTANT
DIVISIONAL ENGINEER / RAYAGADA
OF WALTAIR DIVISION.
Approx cost of the work :
38,28,12,124.28, EMD : <5,64,100/-,
Completion Period of the Work : 12
(Twelve) Months.

Tender Closing Date and Time :

26.03.2026 at 1500 Hrs.

No manual offers sent by Post / Courier
/ Fax or in person shall be accepted
against such e-tenders even if these
are submitted on firm’s letter head and
received in time. All such manual offers
shall be rejected summarily without any
consideration.

Complete information including
e-tender documents of the above
e-tender is available in website :
www.ireps.gov.in

Note : The prospective tenderers are
advised to revisit the website 15
(Fifteen) days before the date of closing
of tender to note any changes /
corrigendum issued for this tender.

Divisional Railway Manager (Engg.),

PR-1205/Q/25-26 Waltair

saats @8 indiansank DILSUKHNAGAR BRANCH

DILSUKHNAGAR

APPENDIX - IV (Rule-8(1))
POSSESSION NOTICE (forimmovable property)
UNDER SEC 13(4) OF THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF THE FINANCIAL
ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTERESTACT 2002
Regd. Post with Ack Due
Date: 09.03.2026
Place: Hyderabad

From:Mrs. Swathi Bayya Authorised Officer under SARFAESI Act

Indian Bank Santoshnagar Branch Hyderabad

Whereas The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Indian Bank under the Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of|
powers conferred under Section 13(12) read with Rule 8 and 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice dated 29/12/2025 calling upon the borrower(s): 1.M/s Easternn
Synnergy India PVt Ltd., rep by its Directors Mr. P Aswini Kumar & Mrs. P Leela Narmada _Red.
Address:No 3-7-62/162, Road No 8, South End park, Mansoorabad, Sarornagar, Hyderabad 500068.
Unit Address:Plot No 84, Singareni colony, Batasingaram, Abdullapurmet,Hayatnagar, Rangareddy,
501512 ..2.Mr. P Aswini Kumar( Guarantor) # No 3-7-62/165, Road No 8, South End park, Mansoorabad,
Saromagar, Hyderabad 500068 Ph: 9246584489 & Mrs. P Leela Narmada (Guarantor) #No 3-7-62/165,
Road No 8, South End park, Mansoorabad, Sarornagar, Hyderabad 500068 Ph : 9246155359.to repay
the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs. 1,59,69,804 (Rupees One crore fifty nine lakhs sixty nine
thousand eight hundred four only) as on 30/12/2025 within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said
notice.The borrower having failed to repay the total amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in
exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 and 9 of the
said rules on this 09-03-2026

The borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property,
and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the Indian Bank for an amount of
Rs. 91,66,591.00 (Rupees Ninety one lakhs sixty six thousand five hundred ninety one only) as on
09/03/2026 and interest and charges thereon.

SCHEDULE OF THE PROPERTY-DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

The specific details of the assets in which security interest is created are as under:-All that the part and
parcel of Residential House bearing No 3-7-62/165 on Plot No 165 & 166, admeasuring 255 sq.yards in
S.No 8 &9, Ward No 3, Block No 7, Situated at South End Park, Mansoorabad Village, Saroornagar,
Revenue Mandal, Rangareddy District belongs to Mr. P Aswani Kumar.and bounded by North : Plot No
164, South : Storm Water Drive, East: 20 wide Road, West : PlotNos 167 & 168.

Date: 09.03.2026, Place: Hyderabad

Authorised Officer

o >
% <@
“nai Mex©

CHENNAI METRO RAIL LIMITED

(A Joint Venture of Govt. of India & Govt. of Tamil Nadu)
(1ISO 9001:2015 AND ISO 14001:2015 CERTIFIED)

METROS, ANNA SALAI, NANDANAM, CHENNAI - 600 035.

E-TENDER NOTICE

CMRL

mentioned below:

invites
(https:/leprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app) from eligible firms who fulfill
the qualification criteria as mentioned in the tender document under
Single Stage Two Cover (Technical & Financial) system for the work

Tender No. CMRL/CP/TDR-65-CS-DPR/2026
Assignment for preparation of Detailed Project Report for
Multi - Modal Integration within 500 m Radius of 41 Phase - | Metro
Stations of Chennai Metro Rail Limited (CMRL)”.

(i) Bid Documentavailable from: 14 Mar 2026
(ii) Deadline for Bid submission: 13 Apr 2026 upto 15:00 Hrs.

tender through CPP Portal

“Consultancy

EAST COAST RAILWAY

Tender Notice No. VSKP-ELECTG-
25-26-WC-47, Dated: 25.02.2026

UPGRADATION/ REPLACEMENT OF
DILAPIDATED PANELS, LOCATION
BOXES, DAMAGED UG CABLING,
IMPROVEMENT OF SHED LIGHTING
AND ASSOCIATED WORKS IN ELS/
VSKP. (2) UPGRADATION/
REPLACEMENT OF DILAPIDATED
PANELS, LOCATION BOXES,
DAMAGED UG CABLING,
IMPROVEMENT OF SHED LIGHTING
AND ASSOCIATED WORKS IN DLS &
NCC/VISAKHAPATNAM.

Tender A\ < 2,36,37,162.84, Bid

Security: ¥2,68,200/-, Completion
Period: 240 days.

Tender Closing Date and Time : At 1330
Hrs. of 31.03.2026.

Date and Time of Opening of Tender :

At 1600 Hrs. of 31.03.2026 .
Complete details and Tender documents
will be available at website
www.ireps.gov.in
The tenderers are required to watch the
website for any corrigendum's issued.

Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (G),

PR-1211/Q/25-26 Waltair

T Tt TR TmmmmrN REGIONAL OFFICE : HYDERABAD NORTH
No.3-5-168/1234, | Floor, Opp. Shanthi Talkies,
Narayanaguda, Hyderabad-500029

POSSESSION NOTICE

[SECTION 13(4)] (For Immovable Property)
Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Canara Bank under
Securitization And Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
Interest Act, 2002 (Act 54 of 2002) (hereinafter referred to as "the Act") and in
exercise of powers conferred under Section 13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued a Demand Notice dated 31-12-2025
calling upon the borrowers M/S Goshen Exim is represented by its Partners
Sri Bommak Ramesh S/o Bommak Pochaiah & Sri Dharmender Tulasidas S/o
D. Tulasidas and Sri Vijay Ojha S/o Govind Gopal Ojha to repay the amount
mentioned in the notice, being Rs.9,11,90,674.87 (Rupees Nine Crore Eleven
Lakhs Ninety Thousand Six Hundred Seventy-Four and Paisa Eighty Seven
Only) within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the
borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the
property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him / her
under section 13 (4) of the said Act, read with Rule 8 & 9 of the said Rule on this
09th day of March in Year 2026.
The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal
with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of
Canara Bank for an amount of Rs.9,57,28,083.52 (Rupees Nine Crore Fifty Seven
Lakh Twenty Eight Thousand Eighty Three and Paisa Fifty Two Only) and
interest and other penal charges thereon
The borrower's attention is invited to the provisions of Section 13 (8) of the Act, in
respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

CENTRAL RAILWAY
SOLAPUR DIVISION
ELECTRICAL WORK

The Senior Divisional Electrical Engineer
(TRD), Central Railway, Solapur, for and
on behalf of the President of India invites
online e-tenders on Railways
e-procurement website www.ireps.gov.in
from reputed, experienced & licensed
Electrical contractors for the following works:
Tender No.: SUR/TD/T/2025/29R2. Name
of work: Electrification of Unwired pit
lines/sidings of Solapur Division.
(Re-invitation). Estimated cost:
¥ 1,53,83,701.79. Bid Security:
% 2,26,900/-, Completion period: 12
months. Validity of offer: 60 Days. Date
& time of tender closing on website:
03.04.2026 at 15.00 hours. EXP-08
Download RailOne App for Tickets

1) All that the Residential Flat No' 502 in fifth floor having Plinth Area 1612 Sq ft
Including Common Areas 160 sq ft and 2 Car Parking along with undivided share of
land 50.72 SqYards out of 1564 Sq Yards in Premises Bearing Municipal No.1-4-445
(PTIN No 1155501273) building Known as Krishna Kunj Situated at Kavadiguda'
Hyderabad' Telangana State' and Bounded by: North: Open to Sky, South: corridor,
East: Open to Sky, West: Flat No.503

2) All that the Residential Flat No.505, in fifth floor having plinth Area 1959 Sq ft
Including Common Areas 160 sq ft and 2 Car parking along with undivided Share of
Land 61.30 Sq yards out of 1564 Sq Yards in premises Bearing Municipal No.
1-4-445 (PTIN No.1155501274) building known as (Krishna Kunj) Situated at
Kavadiguda Hyderabad, Telangana State, and Bounded by: North : Flat No. 503 &
Corridor, South: Open to Sky, East: Flat No.504, West: Open to Sky.

3) All that the Residential Flat No' 503 in fifth floor having Plinth Area 1479 Sq ft
Including Common Areas 160 sq. ft and 2 Car Parking along with undivided share of
land 46.54 SqYards out of 1564 Sq. Yards in Premises Bearing Municipal No.1-4-445
(PTIN No 1155500932) building Known as Krishna Kunj Situated at Kavadiguda '
Hyderabad' Telangana State' and Bounded by: North: Open to Sky, South: Flat
No.505, East: Flat No.502, West: Open to Sky.

4) All that piece and parcel of land in Survey No.55/E (Sub-division from Survey No.55),
admeasuring 3993 Sq.Yds., or 3338.14 Sq.Mtrs.(which is equivalent to Ac. 0-3300
Guntas), Situated at Boddupal Village, under Boduppal Municipal Corporation,
Medipally Mandal, Medchal-Malkajgiri District, Telangana State and Bounded by:
North: Land belongs to B.Vishwanath in Survey No.55, South: Land Belongs to B.Gopal in
Survey No.55, East: Land Belongs to B.Ramesh in Survey No.55, West: 40" Wide Road.
Date: 09.03.2026 Authorized Officer
Place: Hyderabad Canara Bank

BENGALURU SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT LIMITED

Office of the Deputy General Manager-1,BSWML, 1st Floor, BBMP Building,
Thimmaiah Road, Vasanth Nagar, Bengaluru - 560 052.

No: DGM-1/BSWML/TEND/22/2025-26
Invitation for Short Term Tender

Date: 10.03.2026

. =y
Jharkhand Skill Development §§Y#:
; - . N
e Mission Society x5
Expression of Interest (Eol) to invite Apparel Industries of
Jharkhand to empanel as Training Services Providers (TSPs)

Solely for Placement linked Training Program under DDUKK
of Mukhymantri Sarthi Yojna.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

s 3

S.No. Reference Description Description

1. | RFP Number JSDM/01/2026

2. | Date of publishing of RFP 10.03.2026

3. | RFP Title Expression of Interest (Eol) to invite
Apparel Industries of Jharkhand to
empanel as Training Services Providers
(TSPs) Solely for Placement linked
Training Program under DDUKK of
Mukhymantri Sarthi Yojna.

4. | Availability of RFP document | Available on government e-portal:
jharkhandtenders.gov.in

5. | Validity of Proposal 6 Months

6. | Cast of Tender Document 10,000/-INR

7. | EMD 2,50,000/-INR

8. | Language of the proposal English

9. | Last date for receiving Pre-Bid | 04.04.2026

queries
10. | Pre-Bid Meeting

07.04.2026 at 3.00 PM

11. | Publishing of responses to Pre- | 10.04.2026
Bid Queries
12. | Proposal submission Last Date | 20.04.2026 at 6.00PM

13. | Late Proposal submission Late Proposal i.e., proposal received after
the specified date and time of receipt will
not be considered.

21.04.2026, 01.00 pm at The office of

Mission Director-cum-CEO, JSDMS

14. | Date, Time and venue for
opening of proposal of all
participants

15. | Date of Presentation of
Services Providers

Will be communicated to Technically
Qualified Bidders.
Sd/- Mission Director cum CEO
Jharkhand Skill Development Mission Society
PR 374665 Labour Employment and Traning (25-26)_D

For Notice Inviting Tender
www.chennaimetrorail.org.

(NIT), please visit:

Any Corrigendum/Addendum to this publication, if any, would appear
only inthe CPP Portal and will not be published through newspapers.
Sd/-
For Managing Director
Director (Projects)

DIPR/1685/TENDER/2026 Chennai Metro Rail Limited

BENGALURU SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT LIMITED

Office of the Deputy General Manager-1,BSWML, 1st Floor, BBMP Building,
Thimmaiah Road, Vasanth Nagar, Bengaluru - 560 052. =

No: DGM-1/BSWML/TEND/28/2025-26 Date: 10.03.2026
INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER

(Through GOK KPPP only) (3rd Call)

The Deputy General Manager-1, Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Limited on behalf of the Managing Director,
BSWML, Bengaluru invites bids from eligible bidders for the Services mentioned in the table given below.

AAppn:x. )

Sl. mount pu ; Time of

No. Name of the work to tender EMD (Amount in Rs.) Completion

(Rs. in lakhs)

Primary Collection and Secondary Rs.1,00,000/- through e- payment mode
Transportation of Municipal solid under of the following i.e., online / RTGS /

1 |waste (MSW) and Street sweeping| 2,265.34 [NEFT / OTC and the balance| 84 Months
waste in Byatarayanapura division Rs. 21,65,000/- by Bank Guarantee/FDR
(Package-33) Call-03 issued by Nationalized/Scheduled Bank.

1) Last date for uploading Pre-bid Queries in KPP Portal: 15.03.2026 upto 17:30 hrs. 2)
Tender Pre-Bid meeting: 16.03.2026 at 15:00hrs at above mentioned office. 3) Last Date
of Receipt of Tender: 25.03.2026 before 17:30 hrs. 4) Opening of Technical Bid:
26.04.2026 after 17:30 hrs.

More details can be downloaded from website - https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/-

DIPR/CP/JA/6152/2025-26 Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML

(Through GOK KPPP only) (Call-03)

The Deputy General Manager-1, Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Limited on behalf of the Managing
Director, BSWML, Bengaluru invites bids from eligible bidders for the Services mentioned in the table given below.

Approx. i

SL Name of the work Amount putto EMD (Amount in Rs.) Time of

No. tender (Rs. in lakhs) Completion
Primary Collection and Secondary Rs.1,00,000/- through e- payment under of
Transporation of Municipal Solid the following i.e., online / RTGS / NEFT /

1 [Waste (MSW) and Street sweeping] 1,865.37 |OTC and the balance Rs. 17,65,000/- by | 84 Months
waste in Mahadevapura-2 Division Bank Gua/éantee/FDR issued by
(Package-25) Call-03. Nationalized/Scheduled Bank.

1) Last date for uploading Pre-bid Queries :15.03.2026 before17:30 hrs. 2) Tender Pre-Bid meeting:
16.03.2026 at 15:00hrs at above mentioned office. 3) Last Date of Receipt of Tender: 25.03.2026 before 17:30
hrs. 4) Opening of Technical Bid: 26.04.2026 after 17:30 hrs.

More details can be downloaded from website - https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/-

DIPR/CP/JA/6148/2025-26 Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML

LIC HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED

@LIC HFL

#201, 2 nd Floor, Krishe Saphire Building,Near Image Hospital,
e Lo ot e Hitech City Main Road, Madhapur, Hyderabad - 500081.

APPENDIX -IV A [See provison to Rule 8 (6)]

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
WHEREAS the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of L.IC Housing Finance Ltd (LIC HFL), under Securitization
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 & in exercise of powers conferred
under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 had issued Demand Notice to
following Borrowers/Mortgagors calling upon them to repay the outstanding due amount mentioned in the said notices.
However, the Borrowers/ Mortgagors having failed to repay the said due amount, the undersigned has taken
PHYSICAL POSSESSION of the following properties in exercise of powers conferred U/s 13(4) and U/s 14 of the said
Actread with the Rule 8 of the said Rules.

"™ BEFORE THE HONOURABLE DEBTS
RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-II

1st FLOOR, TRIVENI COMPLEX, ABIDS, HYDERABAD
AT : HYDERABAD

O.A. NO. 1033 OF 2025

Between :
Canara Bank .... Applicant
Versus
M/s. Aadya Skanda Diagnostics Private Limited & Others
... Defendants

SUMMONS BY WAY OF PAPER PUBLICATION

To,

1. Mrs. Pandraveti Roopa Chandu, W/o. Gadi Venkata Sudhakar

Reddy, Aged about 44 years, Occ: Director,

Residing at Flat No. 408, Block-A, Vertex Sadguru Krupa,

Nizampet, Hyderabad, Telangana-500085.

.... Defendant No. 2

2. Mr. Gadi Venkata Sudhakar Reddy, S/o. Gadi Venkata Reddy,

Aged about 45 years, Occ: Director,

Residing at Flat No. 408, Block-A, Vertex Sadguru Krupa,

Nizampet, Hyderabad, Telangana-500085.

.... Defendant No. 3
PAPER PUBLICATION

Please take the summons in the above O.A.No. 1033/2025 filed by the

Applicant for Recovery of money of Rs. 36,84,297.62/- against you.

The Hon’ble Tribunal ordered summons to you by way of paper

publication in daily newspaper in English and in Local Language posted

the matter to 09-04-2026.

In accordance with sub section (4) of section 19 of the Act, you, the

defendants are directed as under :

1. To show cause within thiry days of the service of summons as to
why the relief prayed for should not be granted.

2. To disclose particulars of properties or assets other than properties
and assets specified by the applicant under serial number 3A of the
original application.

3. You are restrained from dealing with or disposing of secured assets
or such other assets and properties disclosed under serial number
3A of the original application pending hearing and disposal of the
original application for attachment of properties.

4. You shall not transfer by way of sale, lease or otherwise, except in
the ordinary course of his business any of the assets over which a
security interest is created and/or other assets and properties
specified or disclosed under serial number 3A of the original
application without prior approval of the tribunal.

5. You shall be liable to account for the sale proceeds realized by sale
of secured assets or other assets and properties in the ordinary course
of business and deposit such sale proceeds in the account maintained
with the bank or financial institutions holding a security interest over
such assets.

You are hereby required to show cause on 09-04-2026 at 10.30 AM at

Debts Recovery Tribunal-Il, 1st Floor, Triveni Complex, Abids,

Hyderabad-500001, in person or by an advocate duly instructed as to

why the relieft prayed for should not be granted.

Take notice that in case of default the Application will be heard and

determined in your absence.

Given under my hand and the seal of this tribunal on this day 09th

March, 2026.

(By Order of the Tribunal)
Registrar
Debts Recovery Tribunal-ll, Hyderabad

BENGALURU SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT LIMITED

Office of the Deputy General Manager-1,BSWML, 1st Floor, BBMP Building,
Thimmaiah Road, Vasanth Nagar, Bengaluru - 560 052.

No: DGM-1/BSWML/TEND/25/2025-26
Invitation for Short Term Tender

Date: 10.03.2026

(Through GOK KPPP only) (Call-03)

The Deputy General Manager-1, Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Limited on behalf of the Managing
Director, BSWML, Bengaluru invites bids from eligible bidders for the Services mentioned in the table given below.

Approx. )
Sl. : Time of
Name of the work Amount put to EMD (Amount in Rs. 4

No. tender (Rs. in lakhs) { ) Completion
Primary Collection and Secondary Rs.1,00,000/- through e- payment under of
Transporation of Municipal Solid the following i.e., online / RTGS / NEFT /

1 |Waste (MSW) and Street sweeping 1,569.52 |OTC and the balance Rs. .14,70,000/- by| 84 Months
waste in Yeshwanthpura-2 division Bank Guarantee/FDR issued by
(Package-29) Call-03. Nationalized/Scheduled Bank.

1) Last date for uploading Pre-bid Queries :15.03.2026 before 17:30 hrs. 2) Tender Pre-Bid meeting:
16.03.2026 at 15:00hrs at above mentioned office. 3) Last Date of Receipt of Tender: 25.03.2026 before 17:30
hrs. 4) Opening of Technical Bid: 26.04.2026 after 17:30 hrs.

More details can be downloaded from website - https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/-
Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML

DIPR/CP/JA/6149/2025-26
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PR 374644 Rural Development (25-26) D

Sy. No. 551, 552
Manjulapur, Near to
Govt. Urdu Medium
School, NIRMAL,

5| Loan No. /Name of the Property Address and Flat Area/ Reserve | EMD(10% Bank details
Nol Borrower/ UDS of land Price | of Reserve (EMD to be
Co-Borrower Price) transferred to)

1 |Loan A/c No: All that the Municipal House No. 1-4-| R Rs  |Account Number:-
712400003799 125/H2/A, P. No. 8, Sy. No. 551, 552, 54,00,000/f 5,40,000- LHFLHY712400003799
Mr. Battu Bhojanna, |admeasuring land area of 266.66 Sq. Yards ) )
House No. 1-4- with built-up area of 1549.26 Sft., situated at E%‘ﬂ"'c'ar.y NaFfI‘e-
25/H2/A Manjulapur, Near to Govt. Urdu Medium ousing Finance

. : S Ltd Collection
P. No. 8, School, Nirmal, Nirmal District, Telangana — AC Hyderabad

504 106, , belonging to Mr. Battu Bhojanna,
S/o. Battu Poshetty, registered vide Sale
Deed Doc. No. 8658/2021 dated: 01.12.2021
and bounded by:

Branch Name:
Lakdikapul, Hyderabad.

174, Sy. No. 219,
“NJR Cplony, Phase-

Telangana - 500 040
Also at:Mr. Tiwari
Ravi,Promocio, G2,
Chikoti Gardens,
Srinivasa Nilayam,
Begumpet,
Hyderabad - 500016

Nirmal District, East :30'FeetWide Road Bank Name:
Telangana - 504106 | West :Open Plot HDFC Bank Ltd
District, Hyderabad | North :PlotNo.7 IFSC Code:-
South :PlotNo.9 HDFC0000021

2|Loan A/c No: All that the House on Plot No. 174, in|  Rs Rs  |Account Number:-
712300003195 Survey No. 219 (as per Revenue Survey | 65,00,0004 6,50,0004 | HFLHY712300003195
Mr. Tiwari Ravi, Nos. 219/4/2; 219/4/1; and 219/3) )
House on Plot No. admeasuring 182 Sq. Yards or 152.15 Beneficiary Name:

Mtrs., with a Built-up area of 1380 Sft.,
RCC, Ground Floor, situated at Ward No.

[II"War No. 12, 12, “NJR Colony”, Phase-lll, Cheeryal

Cheeryal Village & Village and Gram Panchayat, Keesara Hyderabad
Grampanchayat, Mandal, Medchal-Malkajgiri District, Branch Name:
Keesara Mandal, belonging to Mr. Tiwari Ravi S/o. Tiwari :
Medchal-Malkajgiri Kishore, registered vide Sale Deed Doc. Lakdikapul, Hyderabad
District, Hyderabad | No. 12062/2022 dated: 22.09.2022 and Bank Name:
Also At:Mr. Tiwari bounded by: HDFC Bank Ltd
Ravi,H.No. 43-244/ | North : PlotNo. 173 & 155 IFSC Code-

2A, RTC Colony, South : Neighbour's Land ’
Hanuman Nagar, East :PlotNo. 153 HDFC0000021
Moula-Ali, Hyderabad, | West :30'Wide Road

LIC Housing Finance
Ltd Collection AC

Website of e-Auction

https://www.bankeauctions.com

Date & time of Inspection of Property

28.03.2026 and 04.04.2026 between 10.00 AM and 5.00 PM

Date & Time of Property Documents Inspection

30.03.2026 and 06.04.2026 between 10.00 AM and 5.00 PM

Last date of submission of Tender/Sealed Bid

13.04.2026 before 5.00 PM

E-Auction Date

15.04.2026 from 12.00 PM to 1.00 PM

https://bankeauctions.com.

Further to this PUBLIC NOTICE for E-Auction Sale of the above said Assets/properties (interms and conditions of the
SARFAESI, Act2002 and rules there under) LICHFL invites OFFERS EITHER in sealed cover/s or in Online mode to
purchase the said properties on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS” and “AS IS WHAT ISBASIS”.

1.E-Auction is being held on 'As is where is Basis', 'As is what is Basis', 'Whatever there is' And 'Without Any
Recourse Basis', and will be conducted “Online”. The E-Auction will be conducted through LIC-Housing Finance
approved E-auction service provider “M/s C1 India Private Limited”.

2.The intending bidders should register their names at portal https://bankeauctions.com and get their user-id and
password free of cost. Prospective bidders may avail online training on E-Auction from the service provider M/S.C1
India Private Limited, Plot no.68, 3 floor, Sector-44, Gurugram — 122003, Haryana, India; Helpline Support
team: 91-7291981124/25/26, Mr. Dharani Krishna, Mobile N0.9948182222 Email: telangana@c1india.com.
3.Biddingincrement fied for 10,000/- increment per BID.

4.Inspection of the above said properties can be arranged on prior appointment on the dates mentioned above. For
inspection of property please contact on Mobile No. 99499 01281/9666247000/9490683758.

For detailed terms and Conditions of the sale and full description of the properties please refer to the website
of approved e-auction service provider“M/S.C1 INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED” and website

Date :04.03.2026, Place:Hyderabad

Sd/- Authorized Officer,L.I.C Housing Finance Ltd

M HY-HYE
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‘Make TG model State
in organ transplants’

Health Minister Damodar Raja Narasimha expresses displeasure over

pricing of organ transplant procedures in private hospitals

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

ealth Minister C.
l—l Damodar Raja Na-
rasimha on Tues-

day held a review meeting
with management of priv-
ate hospitals to discuss pol-
icy measures related to or-
gan transplantation and
regulation of clinical esta-
blishments in Telangana.

The meeting focused on
the formulation of a policy
framework under the
Transplantation of Human
Organs and Tissues Act
(THOTA) and the imple-
mentation of the Clinical
Establishments Act (CEA)
in the State.

The Minister directed
officials to simplify proce-
dures and guidelines relat-
ed to organ donation in or-
der to encourage more
people to come forward as
donors. An action plan

Health Minister C. Damodar
Raja Narasimha during a review
meeting in the city.

should be prepared to po-
sition Telangana as a mo-
del State in organ tran-
splants and organ
donation management, he
said. Discussions were also
held on the need to formu-
late a comprehensive poli-
cy to ensure the effective
implementation of the or-
gan donation law in the
State. The minister ex-
pressed displeasure over
the pricing of organ tran-
splant procedures in priv-
ate hospitals and advised
hospital managements to
introduce price controls so

that such treatments re-
main affordable for the
general public. He also di-
rected hospitals to take
measures to ensure that
donated organs are utilised
effectively and not wasted.
He asked officials to frame
new guidelines for patients
travelling from other coun-
tries to undergo organ
transplant procedures in
Telangana.

Reviewing the imple-
mentation of the Clinical
Establishment Act in Te-
langana, he instructed offi-
cials to take steps to ensure
effective enforcement of
the law across private hos-
pitals. Medical expenses in
private hospitals should
not become an undue fi-
nancial burden on pa-
tients, he said, adding that
the government has initiat-
ed an action plan to regu-
late tariffs charged for
medical treatments.

Four arrested, booty worth 13 lakh recovered

Three habitual house bur-
glars and a receiver of sto-
len property were arrested
by the Hyderbad Commis-

New Amrit
Bharat trains
announced

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Indian Railways on
Tuesday announced the in-
troduction of two Amrit
Bharat Express trains —
one from Cherlapalli to Na-
gercoil in Tamil Nadu and
another from Cherlapalli
to Kamakhya, a major pil-
grimage destination in
Assam.

The inaugural run of the
Nagercoil-Cherlapalli
weekly Amrit Bharat Ex-
press (Train No. 06357)
will be on Wednesday.

The second Amrit Bha-
rat Express — between Ka-
makhya and Cherlapalli —
will have its inaugural run
on Friday with sleeper and
general second-class
coaches.

Police return lost, stolen phones to owners

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Cyberabad Police re-
turned 1,016 recovered
mobile phones worth
about 33.04 crore to their
rightful owners during the
10th phase of a mobile
phone recovery and distri-
bution programme.
Officials said the devices
were traced and recovered
through the Central Equip-
ment Identity Register por-
tal, a system introduced by

Phones put on display at Cyberabad Police Comm|55|oner s office in
the city on Tuesday. SIDDHANT THAKUR

the Union government to
track lost or stolen mobile
phones. Cyberabad Police

Commissioner M. Ramesh
said police were using ad-
vanced technology to trace

lost or stolen phones and
return them to their own-
ers. He urged people to im-
mediately register com-
plaints through the CEIR
portal if they lose their
phones, noting that mobile
devices have become an
essential tool for work and
personal communication.
A. Muthyam Reddy, DCP
(Crimes), advised victims
to immediately block their
SIM cards and suspend
bank accounts after losing
a phone to prevent misuse.

sioner’s Task Force in coor-
dination with Keesara pol-
ice on Tuesday, with police
recovering booty worth

about 13 lakh.Police reco-
vered 65 grams of gold,
400 grams of silver and 3

fﬁﬁ;‘\ GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA

two-wheelers from them.

EAST COAST

SUPPLY OF MATERIALS

Tender No. 30265337, Dt. 02.03.2026
NAME OF WORK : LWLH BOGIES OF
25T AXLE LOAD (LWLH 25) BOGIE
ASSEMBLY COMPLETE FOR BOXNS
WAGON. DRAWING NO. WD-15021-S-
02, ALT-04, ITEM NO. 3 TO 20.
MATERIAL AND SPECIFICATION: AS
PER DRAWING AND CONFIRMATION
TO RDSO SPECIFICATION NO. WD-40-
LWLH 25 BOGIE (K-CLASS)-2015 (REV-
1), AMENDMENT NO. 2 OF FEBRUARY
2021. RDSO ITEM ID : 3100036.
QUANTITY : 30 SETS.

[WARRANTY PERIOD : 30 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF DELIVERY],
INSPECTIONBY : TPI.

Note : Material to be supplied within 30
days.

Date and Time of Opening of Tender :
01.04.2026 at 1500 Hrs.

Complete details available at :
www.ireps.gov.in

Sr. Divisional Materials Manager /

PR-1204/Q/25-26 Waltair

DIPR R.0.No.16762-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2025-26 Dt. 10.03.2026

Olo. CHIEF ENGINEER-III(FAC), MISSION BHAGIRATHA
DEPARTMENT, HYDERABAD

Tender Notice NIT No.18/2025-26 (General/Open), Dt:09.03.2026 consisting of the
civil work “Providing drinking water to all households by construction of OHSRs pipeline
network, Required Values, Household connections, Drilling of Borewells and supply and
fixing of submersible Pumpsets, Electricity incl all accessories and all other required
items to supply designed water to all households at R&R center of Chinthapally (V&M) in
Nalgonda District, Incl all taxes, duties for submerged Hab of Narsireddygudem (V) under|
Shivvanagudem Balancing reserviour for an amount of Rs. 270.20440 lakhs, under R&R|
grant. The tenders will be available on e-Procurement https://tender.telangana.gov.in from
18.03.2026 to 01.04.2026 up to 3:00 PM. Bids will be opened on 01.04.2026 @ 4.00 PM

Sd/- Chief Engineer-lll (FAC),
MB, Hyderabad.

BEFORE THE HON'BLE TELANGANA
STATE CONSUMER DISPUTES

REDRESSAL COMMISSION,
AT HYDERABAD

CC. NO. 8 of 2025

To,
1.Countryside Realtors India Pvt.
Ltd, Represented by its
Managing Director
2. Mr. K.N.Simha
S/o K.Suryanarayana,
Age 50 years, Occ: Director First
Director of Countryside Realtors
India Pvt. Ltd,
3. Mr. Masood Hasan
S/o Mohd. Hussain, Age 39 years,
Occ: Director Authorized Signatory
of Countryside Realtors India Pvt.
Ltd,
All are office at: Villa No. 18,
Westend Greens, Mokila Village,
Shankarpally Highway,
Ranga Reddy District-501203,
Telangana.
The above referred Consumer
Complaint filed by the under signed
was allowed in part by the Hon'ble
Court on 29-01-2026 and directed
the under signed to pay a sum of
Rs.51,91,514/- (Rupees Fifty One
Lakh Ninety One Thousand Five
Hundred Fourteen only) within 45
days after giving prior notice to all of
you. The under signed is depositing
the same in the court. You are
requested to complete the villa No.
48 located in "Westend Greens"
Layout admeasuring 220 Sq. yds.,
with a built up area of Rs.3000/-
Sq.ft., with all amenities situated at
Survey No. 100 (Part) and 107(part)
of Mokila Village, Shankarpally
Mandal, Telangana within 3 months
of deposit of amount by the
complainants.
(By order of the Court)
Mr NELSON MATHEW
T RANADHIR SINGH
Advocates
Office 12-11-932, Sri Sadguru
Nilayam, Boudhanagar, Warasiguda
Secunderabad-500061

Place: Hyderabad, Date: 09-03-2026
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KAMMA SANGAM

Ameerpel. Hyderabad

Grand Inauguration Today
The Art and Craft Village
SPECIAL HANDLOOM MARKETING EVENT - 2026

(Elite Handloom Products of India)

Sponsored & Organised by

Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India

From 10.03.2026 to 17.03.2026
10.30 am to 9.00 pm

At Kamma Sangam, Ameerpet, Hyderabad
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The touch of Silk

Municipal Corporation (CMC)

You are Invited to

India’s Biggest & Most Trusted Natural Fibers Products
INDIAN SILK GALLERY EXPO
An Exhibition cum Sale of 100% Handloom Products for
Exclusive Expo for Ugadi Festival & Weddings
Grand Inauguration Today

Guest of Honour
Dates :

11" to 17™
March 2026

(7 Days)
10.30 AM to 8.00 PM
Dr. G Srij IAS Venue : S K Lkh"IAS
r. rijana mt. Korra Lakshmi,
Commissioner Cyberabad SATHYA SAI NIGAMAGAMAM Managing Director

Srinagar Colony, Hyderabad.

The Grace of Handlooms!

TGSwC

Exclusive Collection of Banarasi | West Bengal Boutique Items | Tassar Kantha & Printed | Chanderi /
Maheshwari | Kota | Rajkot Patola | Pochampally Ikkat | Bengaluru Pure Crape Silks | Bihar & Jharkhand
Tassar Dress Materials | Gadwal | Kalamkari | Kanchipuram | Paithani Sarees | Venkatagiri /Uppada

Jamdhani Sarees and Cotton Dress

Materials | Bed linens | Jewellery

Contact : 95735 53337 or 9000346337
Sponsored by Development Commissioner Handlooms, Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India

= info@indiansilkgallery.com

GATI SHAKTI VISHWAVIDYALAYA

(A Central University under the Ministry of Railways, Government of India)

Lalbaug, Vadodara, Gujarat 390004

fQ wifd fasafdene

(X FATeH, VIR ORBR B M B fAzafener)

TR, TSI, JOIRT 390004

Executive Programs -

Exclusively for Working Professionals

Discipline Program Duration | No. of Seats Entrance Test
M.Tech (Intelligent Transport Systems) 3 Year 30
M.Tech (Railway Engineering) 3 Year 30
Technology Post-Graduate GSV Entrance Test
M.Tech (Bridge and Tunnel
Engineering) Sl <l
M.Tech (Roads and Highway
Engineering) e 0
MBA (Logistics and Supply Chain
Management) 2D =
MBA (Multi-modal Transportation) 2 Year 30
MBA (Metro Rail Management) 2 Year 30
Management Post-Graduate GSV Entrance Test
MBA (Aviation and Operations 2 Year 30
Management) ca
- : - == MBA (Infrastructure Asset
o 2 Year 30
GSV/Acad/Admissions-2026 11.03.2026 Management)
ADMISSION NOTICE' AY 2026-27 MBA (Digital Maritime) 2 Year 20
Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya (GSV), Vadodara is a Central University established by an Act of Parliament vide Central
Universities (Amendment) Act 2022. The University is sponsored by the Ministry of Railways, Govt. of India. Being a Ph.D (Engineering / Management) with a focus on Transportation &
: . ; : : ot - iaminl Technology/ Logistics (Exclusively for Working Professionals in Govt. / Industry /
University of first of-its-kind, GSV focuses on transport and logistics related education, multidisciplinary research and Doctoral
) i y ) o P 9 P y Management oclora PSU, R&D organisations, Laboratories, Defence Forces, NGOs, and GSV Entrance Test
with a big mandate for executive training. Banking / Finance Institutions)
Applications are invited for admission to the following academic programmes across Engineering and Management
disciplines for the AY 2026-27: For Application procedure and detailed information, visit the University website: https://gsv.ac.in
Discipline Level Program Duration | No. of Seats Entrance Test Contact us at: admissions@gsv.ac.in for any admission related query / information
B.Tech. in Civil Engineering ANGET 60
(Specialization: Rail Engineering) € ( KEY HIGHLIGHTS )
B.Tech. in Electronics and . L . . L .
Communication Engineering 4 Year 60 » Theonly University in India exclusively focused on transport and logistics education.
Specialization: Rail Engineeri . . -
(Specialization: Rail Engineering) * Multi-disciplinary programmes based on demand-driven curriculum addressing industry needs.
B.Tech. in Mechanical Engineering . . : : : : : :
(Specialization: Rail Engineering) 4 Year 60 JEE (Main) 2026 Admission Innovation Led & Industry Driven University with strong emphasis on industry connect.
Under-graduate through JOSAA. Visit JOSAA + Collaborations with top Industry and Higher Education Institutes.
Technology (Regular Programs) B.Tech. !n E]ectrica] Engineering 4 Year 60 website https:/fjosaa.nic.in/ P Y ’
(Specialization: Rail Engineering) for details.  Highly experiential and unique interdisciplinary pedagogical approach incorporating latest technologies.
B.Tech. in Artificial Intelligence & Data » Financial support to Meritorious and needy students - (a) through GSV Financial Aid (upto 20% of students);
Sz (Pl Tl Enp 2l LD e (b) Corporate scholarships (Airbus, Siemens, CWC, Plasser, etc.)
and Logistics)
» High-quality and experienced faculty with global exposure.
B.Tech. in Aviation Engineering 4 Year 40 9nq y P y 9 P
« Focus on 21* century skills: communication, critical thinking, innovation and design thinking.
B.Tech. in Maritime Engineering 4 Year 30
» Project-based teaching-learning and well-structured internships at Indian Railway establishments and other
MBA (Logistics and Supply Chain MBA (LSCM) - CUET-PG/ -~ s P—
st Graduate WERES AT 2 Year 30 AT | CAT / MAT sector-specific organizations.
Management (Regular Programs) VBA (PSL) - IMU-CET/ » State of the artrailways facilities and lab infrastructure.
MBA (P hipping Logisti A
(IS EIER T e ) ZGET <t CUET-PG/ XAT / CAT | MAT » Excellent Hostel facilities for the UG students, female PG students, and PhD Research Scholars (for regular
Technology/ Doctoral Ph.D (Engineering / Management) with a focus on Transportation & students only).
Management | (Regular Programs) | Logistics GSV Entrance Test . .
g » CareerDevelopment Centre that enables professional development and career planning.
» H 123 »
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CM to inaugurate Narmeta

oilpalm processing unit

The oilpalm processing unit established at
Narmeta in Siddipet district by the State
Government would be inaugurated by Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy on March 22, said
Minister Tummala Nageswara Rao on Tuesday.
The Minister said the capacity of the unit would
be crushing (oil extraction) 120 tonnes of oilpalm
bunches an hour. He stated that two such
processing units set up by the TG-Oilfed were
already functioning in Bhadradri-Kothagudem
district. The Narmeta unit in Nangunur mandal
of Siddipet district was established with a cost of
about 3300 crore and its initial crushing capacity
would be 30 tonnes per hour, which would be
enhanced to 120 tonnes gradually.

Power utilities’ staff protest

over Centre’s Electricity Bill

The employees of State power utilities on
Tuesday staged lunch-hour demonstrations at
Vidyut Soudha, corporate offices of two Discoms,
district offices and generating stations in
response to a call given by the National
Coordination Committee of Electricity
Employees and Engineers to protest the Centre’s
Electricity (Amendment) Bill, 2025. At Vidyut
Soudha here, the headquarters of TG-Genco and
TG-Transco, members of the Telangana State
Power Engineers Joint Action Committee staged
the protest raising slogans and holding placards

against the Bill.

Turmeric Board all for IPM

practices to boost exports

The National Turmeric Board on Tuesday
conducted a farmer awareness and quality
improvement training programme at Kowtla (B)
in Nirmal district to promote the adoption of
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) in turmeric
cultivation. The Board selected Nirmal district for
the initiative to ensure that pesticide residue
levels in turmeric are reduced and overall quality
is improved. It aims to reduce residue levels and
promote residue-compliant turmeric suitable for
premium export markets through the focused
awareness programmes and training. Speaking to
farmers, Secretary of the Board N. Bhavani Sri
explained the importance of adopting IPM
practices to improve turmeric quality.

Sy

Congress undermining

democratic systems: Harish

BRS leader T. Harish Rao has criticised the
Congress party for reciting constitutional values
in Delhi while violating the same in States such as
Telangana. Speaking at the orientation meet for
the party legislators here on Tuesday, he said
both Congress and BJP were two sides of the
same coin when it comes to weakening the
democratic institutions. He termed the
statements made by Congress leaders in Delhi on
constitutional morality as hypocritical when the
same principles were not followed by the
Congress Government in Telangana.

Bhatti for permanent buildings
to all panchayats within 3 years

Buildings for Tahsildar and MPDO offices should be constructed wherever land is available, says Deputy Chief Minister

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

eputy Chief Minis-
n ter Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka has di-

rected the Panchayat Raj
department officials to pre-
pare plans for constructing
permanent buildings for
gram panchayats that do
not have their own build-
ings within three years.

Addressing a pre-budget
meeting with senior offi-
cials on Tuesday, he want-
ed them to explore the pos-
sibility of constructing
tahsildar and MPDO offices
together wherever land
was available. Special at-
tention should be given to
the health of children in
anganwadi centres. He
wanted appropriate teach-
ing methods to be intro-
duced in schools for young
children along with provi-
sion of nutritious food for
their healthy
development.

He lamented that peo-
ple, carrying infants, were
continuing the practice of
begging on roads in urban

Rovers for land resurvey in State

M. Rajeev
HYDERABAD

In a first of its kind move,
the State government has
decided to deploy special-
ised rovers for conducting
comprehensive resurvey of
land across the State in the
coming days.

The government has de-
cided to procure rovers,
GNSS/GPS-based, high-pre-
cision receivers used for
real-time kinematic (RTK)
mapping, which are used
for achieving sub-centime-
ter accuracy.

The Revenue depart-
ment has already procured
400 rovers and orders will
be placed for 460 more in
the coming days for taking

'-t"'“ '

File photo of a rover model.

up the long overdue resur-
vey. Revenue Minister Pon-
guleti Srinivas Reddy has
submitted the proposals
relating to the depart-
ment’s requirements for
the next financial year dur-
ing a pre-budget review
meeting convened by De-
puty Chief Minister Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka on
Tuesday.

The development fol-

lows the provision in the
Bhu Bharati Act prescrib-
ing a comprehensive sur-
vey for ascertaining the
land ownership pattern.
“There shall be a Record of
Rights in all lands in every
village as soon as the Bhu
Bharati Act comes into
force,” the Act says.

Survey of land and agri-
cultural properties will sig-
nificantly enhance the va-
lue of the properties as
they will get a unique iden-
tity in the form of perma-
nent Bhudaar (property)
cards. Though the pre-
vious BRS Government in-
itiated the process, it could
not complete it due to rea-
sons best known to the
then authorities.

areas and such children
should be brought to Sishu
Vihar centres so that ne-
cessary steps could be ta-
ken for their welfare.
Children on the streets

were exposed to harsh sun-
light and other vagaries re-
sulting in their valuable
childhood fading away.
Such situation should be
not allowed to continue, he

said. The Deputy Chief Mi-
nister wanted officials to

introduce  employment
oriented courses in Ad-
vanced Technology

Centres (ATCs). Compa-

nies that signed MoUs with
the State government dur-
ing the global summit
should be contacted and
courses aligned with indus-
try requirements should
be introduced in the ATCs,
he said.

Skill University

Relevant courses should be
designed in the ATCs and
should be linked with the
Skill University keeping in
view the industrial units
falling under CURE, PURE
and RARE policy.

On mining in the Agen-
cy areas, he wanted the ac-
tivity to be carried out
through tribal agencies
with the support of the IT-
DAs. Efforts should be
made to economically
strengthen tribal commun-
ities and developing them
into entrepreneurs, he
said.

Mr. Bhatti Vikramarka
wanted officials to evolve
steps to promote tourism
sector exploring possibili-
ties of developing tiger
zones in Kawal and Srisai-
lam.

TG ryots have
low burden of
debt: Centre

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Farmers in Telangana car-

ry least debt burden
among the southern
States.

The Central Govern-
ment has said the debt bur-
den on Telangana farmers
was much lesser when
compared with States like
Karnataka and Tamil Na-
du. Union Minister of State
Pankaj Chaudhary in a
written reply to a query
raised in Lok Sabha said
that the cumulative debt of
farmers in the State was
%1.75 lakh crore as on De-
cember 31 last year.

Total debt

Of the total debt, crop
loans amounted to 395,167
crore and term loans con-
stituted 380,792 crore. This
was significantly lesser
than Tamil Nadu where the
total loan burden of farm-
ers was %5.06 lakh crore,
and Andhra Pradesh which
accounted for %3.75 lakh
crore. The farmers’ loan
burden in the neighbour-
ing Karnataka was estimat-
ed at 2.1 lakh crore. The
reply was based on the in-
formation provided by the
Nabard with December 31,
2025 as cut off date.

Eligible beneficiaries to get house
site pattas in Khammam today

The Hindu Bureau
KHAMMAM

The stage is set for the dis-
tribution of house site pat-
tas to eligible beneficiaries
among displaced persons
of Bhoodan lands in
Khammam.

According to official
sources, Minister for Reve-
nue and Housing Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy is sche-
duled to attend the pattas
distribution programme at
the Integrated District Of-
fices Complex in Kham-
mam at 4 p.m. on
Wednesday.

Demolition drive
Deputy Chief Minister Mal-
lu Bhatti Vikramarka and
Agriculture Minister Tum-
mala Nageshwara Rao will
be present at the meeting.
It may be mentioned
that the Housing Minister

Police detain Kavitha, Dalit leader

The Hindu Bureau
KHAMMAM

Telangana Jagruthi presi-
dent Kalvakuntla Kavitha
and Dalit Shakthi Pro-
gramme State president
Visharadan Maharaj, who
are on a hunger strike,
were shifted from Kham-
mam to Hyderabad in an
early morning swoop by
the police on Tuesday.

The two  leaders
launched hunger stike at
Ambedkar Bhavan in
Khammam on Monday
night demanding justice to
the displaced poor families

a i ) IR

of Vinoba Navodaya Colo-
ny, Velugumatla.
According to sources, a
strong posse of police des-
cended on Ambedkar Bha-

K. Kavitha staging a protest in Hyderabad on Tuesday. NAGARA GOPAL

¥

van at around 5.45 a.m.
and detained the two fast-
ing leaders before shifting
them to the State capital in
a police vehicle.

promised allotment of
house site pattas and sanc-
tion of Indiramma houses

to the eligible persons
among displaced poor fa-
milies following the demo-

lition drive on Bhoodan
lands at Velugumatla on
February 24, 2026.

Central govt. approves
18,213 PMAY-U houses
for Telangana

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Telangana government’s
housing scheme for poor
received a boost as the
Centre approved 18,213
houses in 118 urban regions
of Telangana under Prad-
han Mantri Awas Yojana
-Urban 2.0 (PMAY-U). It has
sanctioned 3273.20 crore.

The State government
has proposed to construct
the 18,213 houses at esti-
mated cost of ¥910.65 crore
— with the State’s share
%637.45 crore and 3273.20
crore from Centre. For
each of the house, 35 lakh
is approved.

The proposal was ap-
proved by PMAY-U’s Cen-
tral Sanctioning and Moni-
toring Committee in New
Delhi, said Telangana
Housing Corporation’s Ma-

Women applying for
Indiramma houses. FILE PHOTO

naging Director V.P. Gauth-
am. He said that this will
accelerate implementation
of Indiramma Housing
Scheme for poor in the
State. A few days ago, Reve-
nue and Housing Minister
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy
directed officials to ensure
that ground breaking cere-
monies for all 3.6 lakh
sanctioned houses under
Phase-1is completed by the
time Phase-II rolls out in
April.

BRS seeks legal backing
for six guarantees of Cong.

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Bharat Rashtra Sa-
mithi (BRS) will introduce
a Private Member Bill dur-
ing the ensuing Budget Ses-
sion of the Assembly to ex-
pose the Congress
government’s “betrayal of
people” and to demand le-
gal backing for the six gua-
rantees promised before
the 2023  Assembly
elections.

BRS working president
K.T. Rama Rao announced
after a joint orientation
meeting for the party’s

MLAs and MLCs here on
Tuesday. The Congress
party came to power by
promising six guarantees
to people but had failed to
honour the commitments,
he said and reminded that
Congress leaders had pu-
blicly promised provision
of legal status to the gua-
rantees in the very first Ca-
binet meeting after coming
to power.

However, the govern-
ment had failed to fulfil
most of the promises even
after two-and-a-half years
in office. He stated that the
proposed Private Member

Bill was intended to hold
the Congress government
accountable and ensure
that the guarantees pro-
mised to the people includ-
ing benefits for women, el-
derly citizens, persons
with disabilities, students
and farmers were imple-
mented in a legally binding
manner.

On the budget session,
Mr. Rama Rao said the go-
vernment would be pre-
senting its third budget,
making this session ex-
tremely important as near-
ly half of its tenure had al-
ready passed.

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Revenue and Housing Mi-
nister Ponguleti Srinivas
Reddy has instructed offi-
cials to prepare plans for
development of all major
temples situated on the
banks of Godavari river be-
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fore the Godavari Pushka-
ralu, a major festival cele-
brated once every 12 years,
slated next year.

Comprehensive  plan

should be prepared to pro-
vide hassle free road con-
nectivity to all Pushkaram
sites before the onset of the
Pushkaralu, to be held bet-

ween June 26 and July 7
next year. The Minister was
speaking at the meeting of
the Cabinet sub-committee
headed by Minister D. Srid-
har Babu to review the ar-
rangements being made
for the Pushkaralu here on
Tuesday.

Mr. Srinivas Reddy

wanted a comprehensive
master plan to be prepared
for the development of
areas abutting the major
highways connecting the
Pushkaram sites. Along
with Basar, Bhadrachalam
and Hanuman temple at
Kondagattu, officials
should focus on other ma-

Officials told to get ready for Godavari Pushkarams

jor temples while planning
connectivity related as-
pects.

Since the master plan
for Basar was already pre-
pared, officials should take
steps to develop similar
plan for Bhadrachalam
and take approval from
Chief Minister, he said.

BJP State president N. Ramchander Rao and senior academics
participating in Forum for Nationalist Thinkers meeting in
Hyderabad on Tuesday. NAGARA GOPAL

‘Urban naxal’ dominance
in education panel: BJP

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Telangana govern-
ment is “pushing the fu-
ture of children into dark-
ness” by  entrusting
individuals with “urban
Naxal and Maoist ideolo-
gies” to draft the new edu-
cation policy, alleged BJP
State president N. Ram-
chander Rao on Tuesday.
He accused the Con-
gress government of form-
ing an Education Commis-
sion “dominated by urban
Naxals” who, he claimed,
were attempting to impose
“Leftist ideology”. Any
new education policy, he

said, should focus on im-
proving literacy and guid-
ing students toward higher
education but the educa-
tion sector, “completely
neglected during the pre-
vious BRS regime” conti-
nued to remain in poor
shape under the present
government, he said.

He was speaking at a
round-table discussion on
‘Telangana Education Sys-
tem -2026" organised by
the Forum for Nationalist
Thinkers in Osmania Un-
iversity. The draft policy
recently submitted to the
government was prepared
with a sense of hostility, he
alleged.

Teenmaar
Mallanna’s
plea before
CJ bench

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Justice N. Tukaramji of the
High Court directed the Re-
gistry to place before the
bench of Chief Justice of
the HC the writ petition
filed by MLC Chintapandu
Naveen alias Teenmaar
Mallanna seeking a direc-
tion to transfer all cases re-
gistered against him in dif-
ferent parts of the State to
the Special Court trying
cases  against public
representatives.

The judge also gave ex-
emption to him from ap-
pearance before the diffe-
rent courts for eight weeks.
The MLC sought a direc-
tion to the government to
transfer all the cases pend-
ing against him for trial to
the designated special
court for MLAs and MPs.

The Government Plead-
er maintained that the Su-
preme Court categorically
stated cases against MLAs
and MPs. But the MLC’s
counsel contended that
MLCs should also be treat-
ed on par with MLAs.
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ED attaches 50
properties in illegal
SUrrogacy case

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Directorate of Enforce-
ment (ED), Hyderabad zo-
nal office, has provisionally
attached 50 immovable
properties worth
%29.76 crore under the pro-
visions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act,
2002 in connection with
an alleged illegal surrogacy
and child trafficking racket
run by Dr Pachipalli Nam-
ratha alias Athluri Nam-
ratha, through the Univer-
sal Srusthi Fertility and
Research Centre.

According to the ED, the
attached assets include
land parcels, flats and a
hospital held in the names
of Dr Namratha and her
sons.

While the provisional at-
tachment value stands at
%29.76 crore, the agency
estimates the current mar-
ket value of these proper-

ties to be around
350 crore.

The investigation was
initiated on the basis of
multiple FIRs registered at
the Gopalapuram police in
Hyderabad, for offences in-
cluding fraud, cheating,
criminal conspiracy, illegal
surrogacy and child traf-
ficking. Investigators said
Dr Namratha ran a racket
through her clinic that sup-
plied newborn babies to
childless couples with the
help of employees and
agents.

The probe found that a
network of agents and sub-
agents arranged pregnant
women from economically
weaker backgrounds and
persuaded them with mo-
ney to hand over their
newborns after delivery.
According to investigators,
Dr Namratha allegedly
paid around 3.5 lakh for a
female child and
4.5 lakh for a male child.

5% GST revenue must go to
civic bodies: Karnataka panel

State Finance Commission says this will help municipal bodies fund infrastructure projects; it

adds that the five city corporations have been key contributors to industry and service sectors

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

n a bid to ensure mo-
l bilisation of resources

for infrastructure de-
velopment and civic servic-
es in urban areas in Karna-
taka, the Fifth State
Finance Commission has
recommended that the
State government earmark
a minimum of 5% of its to-
tal GST revenue generated
in cities to Urban Local Self
Governments, including
those coming under Grea-
ter Bengaluru Authority.

In its report tabled in
the State Legislature on
Tuesday, the three-mem-
ber commission led by
former MP Dr. C. Naraya-
naswamy observed that
the revenue of the munici-
pal bodies would increase
by 52% if they get at least

in progress on Tuesday. ANI

5% share of the State’s GST
revenue.

The commission has in-
dicated that its recommen-
dation stems from esti-
mates that urban areas
account for 70% of the
State’s total GST revenue.

Interestingly, this is si-

Talking numbers: The Budget Session of the Karnataka Assembly

milar to Karnataka’s argu-
ment before the Centre
that it should get a higher
share of GST returns as it is
the second highest GST re-
venue contributor in the
country.

With respect to Bengalu-
ru, the Finance Commis-

State pays X125 cr.
a day to service
debts: BJP leader

BENGALURU

Every individual in Karnataka
has a loan burden of 31,12,400
owing to Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah’s “indiscriminate
borrowing”, Opposition leader
R. Ashok has said. To service
the debts, the State was forced
to repay 345,600 crore a year —
or roughly %125 crore a day,
the BJP leader said.

sion has observed that the
five city corporations un-
der the Greater Bengaluru
Authority have been mak-
ing significant contribu-
tions to the industries and
services sectors, which in
turn positively impact
State GST.

Siddaramaiah joins Shivakumar
at celebratory dinner, praises him

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Amid the ongoing leader-
ship tussle in the Congress
government in Karnataka,
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah led the partymen,
legislators and Cabinet Mi-
nisters on Tuesday in con-
gratulating Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar,
who completed six years

as president of the Karna-
taka Pradesh Congress
Committee (KPCC).

In a post on X, Mr. Sid-
daramaiah said the KPCC
chief’s sagacity, ideological
commitment and hard
work is a model for young
leaders. In the evening, Mr.
Siddaramaiah attended a
celebratory dinner hosted
by Mr. Shivakumar.

(Inputs from PTI)

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Tuesday issued notices to
actor Dileep and others in
the 2017 actor rape case, a
fortnight after the Kerala
government filed a petition
challenging their acquittal.
The government in its
appeal also sought enhan-
cement of the punishment
awarded to the convicts.

D.K. Shivakumar greeting
Siddaramaiah in Bengaluru.

The government’s con-
tention was that the acquit-
tal of Mr. Dileep and three
others by the Ernakulam
Sessions Court was “illegal
and contrary to the evi-
dence on record”. “The
judgment was illegal and
unsustainable, and liable
to be set aside and modi-
fied,” it said.

The sentence awarded
was “highly disproportion-
ate and inadequate, consi-

Kerala High Court issues notice to
Dileep, others in actor rape case

dering the nature of the of-
fences, the manner of
execution, and the terror
created in society,” the go-
vernment said. It said the
trial court failed to “under-
take a comprehensive and
holistic evaluation of the
prosecution evidence in its
entirety” against all the ac-
cused who were charged
with the same offences, for
being members of the cri-
minal conspiracy.

WEATHERWATCH

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.15 HRS)

Forecast for Wednesday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places
over Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh and Muzaffarabad. Thunderstorm
with lightning/gusty winds likely at isolated places over Himachal
Pradesh, Bihar, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Nagaland, Manipur,
Mizoram, Tripura, Sikkim, West Bengal, Jharkhand and Odisha

CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN
Agartala 20.6 Kozhikode......ccoeevummrrriie —...35.3...... 26.8

Ahmedabad.. 414....23.1 Kurnool 235
Aizawl ....... .30.0......18.2 Lucknow........... 220
Allahabad . .354.....20.5 Madurai... ...22.0
Bengaluru. .31.0......19.0 Mangaluru ...25.6
Bhopal...... .36.2......14.4 Mumbai ..216
Bhubaneswar .33.3.....23.6 Mysuru..... ..20.2
Chandigarh .32.4......19.3 New Delhi ...18.8
Chennai ... .335......22.5 Patna....... ...24.0
Coimbatore .. .33.2......21.8 Port Blair. ..263
Dehradun.. .31.0......20.3 Puducherry .. ..22.6
Gangtok 222....12.4 Pune........ 8....22.2
Goa........ .34.4.....25.1 Raipur.. ...23.0
Guwahati.. .33.4.....19.5 Ranchi. ...19.0
Hubballi.... .35.0......19.0 Shillong ..12.5
Hyderabad . 235 Shimla. ..15.8
Imphal ....14.8 Srinagar............ 6......10.2
Jaipur ... 20.6 Thiruvananthapuram 1....234
Kochi ... 26.0 Tiruchi...ocoeueee 3....22.4
Kohima Vijayawada...

Kolkata ..... Visakhapatnam

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)
Pollutants in the air you are breathing
CITIES SOz NO2 CO PM25 PM10 CODE
Ahmedabad ... 100 .78 27 ...94 ..138 ...
Bengaluru......... .4 .15 38 ..164 ..154 ...
Chennai 17 .10 17 .96 ..77 .. H
i . .17 104 81 ..301 ..335 ...l |
.o..3 .9 56 ...82 ...108 ..
.11 .31 14 ...68 ..122 ...
. .11 .40 29 ..260 ..269 ... |
13 .78 46 ...117 ..132 ...
Pune....oeeeees — .78 33 ..265 ..214 ... |
Visakhapatnam .13 ..67 18 ..104 ..131 ...

Yesterday

In observation made at
4.00 p.m., Greater Noida,
Uttar Pradesh recorded an
overall air quality index
(AQI) score of 340
indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. In
contrast, Shillong,
Meghalaya recorded a
healthy AQI score of 26

Air Quality Code: Mroor Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

S0:: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing difficult. It
can affect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO:2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

€O: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

Mamnoor airport
set for revival

Siddharth Kumar Singh ed over by the Nizam as a

HYDERABAD

A historic airstrip in Telan-
gana that once hosted war-
time operations, Prime Mi-
nisterial visits and
commercial flights could
soon return to active avia-
tion use, with the Union
government initiating
plans to redevelop Mam-
noor airport in Warangal.
Union Civil Aviation Mi-
nister Kinjarapu Ram Mo-
han Naidu informed the
Rajya Sabha, that the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAI) has begun planning
procedures for the air-
port’s redevelopment.
Warangal airport was
originally constructed in
the 1930s by the last Nizam
of Hyderabad State, Mir Os-
man Ali Khan. During the
Second World War, the
Mamnoor airstrip was
used by the British Royal
Air Force after it was hand-

gesture of support.
According to the Minis-
ter, the AAI currently has
about 700 acres of land at
the site. However, the
orientation of the available
land allows for a runway
length of only about 1,800
metres. “Since the aim is to
develop a larger runway
capable of handling wide-
body aircraft and enabling
international flights, the
Centre has requested the
Telangana government to
provide additional land for
the expansion and the
State government has pro-
vided about 250 acres of
additional land,” he said.
The airport is expected
to become operational in
about two years, he said.
Among the other locations
in Telangana, the Centre is
examining developing an
airport in Kothagudem.
and is also exploring Adila-
bad as another location.

Adulterated cooking
oil, wheat flour seized

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Thousands of litres of adul-
terated cooking oil and
wheat flour were seized
during raids carried out by
the Madhapur Special Op-
erations Team (SOT) at two
locations in Hyderabad on
Monday (March 9, 2026).
The accused were iden-
tified as 46-year-old Bhan-
war Ram, and his 22-year-
old son Ashok Kumar, both
natives of Rajasthan. Ac-
cording to the police, the
father-son duo had been
operating an adulteration
racket from different pre-
mises in NTR Nagar and

Vattinagulapally in
Gachibowli.
During the raids which
CM
K

followed a tip-off, officials
seized more than 5,000
litres of adulterated cook-
ing oil, over 5,000 kilo-
grams of wheat flour, a
weighing machine, packag-
ing material and other
equipment. The total value
of the seized material is es-
timated to be around 321
lakh.

Investigation revealed
that the accused allegedly
collected expired cooking
oil of different brands and
mixed it with soybean oil.
The mixture was then re-
packaged and sold under
different brand names.Pol-
ice also found that wheat
flour sourced from multi-
ple companies was repack-
aged and relabelled as “Jas-
nath Gold Chakki Atta.

@ GREATER HYDERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION i
DIVISION-31, GHMC
NIT No.08 Karwan: NIT No.08/E.E.30/GHMC/2025-26 Dated: 09.03.2026,
Name of work: Various Civil Engineering Works under Division 31, KZ, GHMC,
Estimate Amount / (Rs. in Lakhs): 71.50, Start Date & Time for receipts of
Bids: Bid document Download Start Date: 10.03.2026 @ 11.00 AM, Last
Date & Time for receipts of Bids: 13.03.2026 @ 11.00 AM, Name & Address
Officer: EXECUTIVE ENGINEER-31, GHMC, 5th Floor Abids Parking Complex,
Abids, Hyderabad. For further details can be seen at e-procurement website.
Sd/- EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
DIPR R.0.No.16716-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2025-26 Dt. 10.03.2026 DIVISION 31, GHMC

Municipal Council Isnapur, Sangareddy District
E-Procurement Notice
Notice No. E1/36/2025 Dated: 09-03-2026
Online Tenders invited by Commissioner, Isnapur Municipality Sangareddy District,
on e-procurement platform for the execution of (11) works, valued at Rs.1500.00 Lakhs
(Recall) (Payment will be made from Nagarabhivruddhi funds) and (02) works valued at
Rs. 65.00 Lakhs (Payment will be made from general funds). Tenderers may download
tender schedules and have further details from www.tender.telangana.gov.in. Last
date and time for submission of filled in tenders is up to 11-00 A.M. on 18-03-2026.

Sd/- Commissioner,
Isnapur Municipality.

|
QUTHBULLAPUR ZONE

NIT No.: 05/SE/QBZ/CMC/2025-26 Date: 10.03.2026, Name of the Work: Mainte-

nance Works, Others-03, Estimate Amount (Rs. in Lakhs): 508.90, Bid Submission

Start Date & Time : 11.03.2026 @ 02.30 PM, Bid Submission of Closing Date &

Time: 16.03.2026 @ 11.30 AM, Name & Address Officer Cell No.: Superintending

Engineer, Quthbullapur Zone, 79954 68066, 73311 81426. For further details can be
sent at e-procurement @ http://www.tender.telangana.gov.in

Sd/- Superintending Engineer,

DIPR R.0.No.16771-PP/CLIADVT/1/2025-26 Dt. 10.03.2026 BERCTSIVIEIsV 4o/ @ @

DEATH

M DAYALAN (66), Retired Senior
Supervisor, Despatch, The Hindu, M M
Nagar passed away on

OBITUARY &

REMEMBRANCE

09-March-2026. Address: 145, 7th
Street, Sharma Nagar, Vyasarpadi,
Chennai - 600039. Ph: 9176380526
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IN MEMORY OF YOUR LOVED ONES

To dedicate a space in this section, Please contact:
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95023 25317 / 98852 80564 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
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DONATE EYES - GIFT SIGHT

SHRI SUDHIR SANGHI
15th December 1950 - 8th March 2028

(THE SANGHI GROUP)
(8/0 Late Shri Ramsharanji & Late Smt. Kamalaraniji Sanghi)

UTHAVNA - Today, 11th March 20286, 11 am to 12 noon
Venue : Hare Krishna Golden Temple (Sankirtan Bhavan),
Road No. 12, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad.

BAITHAK - 12th March to 14th March 2026, 4 pm to 6 pm,
at our Residence, 550C/A, Road No. 92, Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad.

Deeply Mourned by : Usha Sﬂl‘lghi (Wife) Siddarth-Juhi Sﬂﬂﬂ hi (Son & Daughter-in-law)
Pooja-Prateek Poddar (Daughter & Son-in-law) Devansh, Ayaansh, Aareyaman, Kanav (Grandsons)
Shobha-Rameshji Jain, Jaishree-Shashiji Mittal (Sister & Brother-in-law)

Anjana Sanghi (W/o : Late 8ri Anand Prakash Sanghi) (Sister-in-law)

Ravi-Anita Sanghi, Gireesh-Alka Sanghi (Brother & Sister-in-law)

Swati, Amit, Ekta, Aditya-Shruti, Alok-Priyanka, Aarti-Rahul Gupta, Gaurav-Ankita, Ashish-Ravisha

Forever remembered, deeply missed.

| Sri Hari |
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Strategic blunder

The US. must pull back instead of tailing
Israel in this reckless war

B y picking Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei as

the Supreme Leader, after the assassina-

tion of his father Ali Khamenei in a joint
U.S.-Israeli strike on February 28, Iran has sig-
nalled defiance and continuity. Last week, U.S.
President Donald Trump, who demanded Iran’s
“unconditional surrender”, made it clear that the
younger Khamenei was unacceptable to him. But
Iran’s Assembly of Experts, the 88-member cleri-
cal body, chose the 57-year-old ayatollah, who also
lost other close family members in the February
28 strike, as the new “leader of the revolution”.
Having fought “on the frontlines” of the Iran-Iraq
war and studied Islam in the seminaries of Qom,
Mojtaba Khamenei has maintained close ties with
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps and the
clerical establishment. By elevating him, Tehran
has sent an unmistakable message: the Islamic Re-
public stands firm despite the war. If Mr. Trump
believed that his initial decapitation strike would
lead to the Islamic state’s collapse, he was mista-
ken. Instead, all branches of the state rallied be-
hind the military and the clergy, while Iran region-
alised the war by attacking U.S. bases and energy
infrastructure in the Persian Gulf as well as Israel.
Now, a new Khamenei is in power; the Iranian
state is far from collapsing; energy prices are soar-
ing and leaders in the U.S. and Israel are searching
for exit strategies.

This was a wholly unnecessary war. Israel and
the U.S. began attacking Iran hours after Oman,
which mediated talks between Tehran and Wash-
ington, had said that a nuclear deal was within
reach. After the war began, Mr. Trump kept shift-
ing the goalposts. On day one, he said the over-
throw of the Iranian state was his objective; by the
fifth day, he said he wanted to be involved in se-
lecting Iran’s new leader, and by the eleventh day,
he declared that America had already won and
that the war would be over “soon”, even as Iranian
missiles continued to rain down on Israel and tar-
get U.S. bases in the region. To be sure, the U.S.
and Israel possess immense air power and can
continue to pound Iran. Independent investiga-
tions have found that American missiles struck a
girls’ school in Iran on February 28, claiming over
160 lives. Last week, Israeli strikes on Iran’s oil
storage facilities enveloped Tehran in thick smoke.
But what is the point of continuing to bomb a pe-
ople whom the Americans promised to “liberate”
until a few days ago, without clearly achievable
political goals? The Iranian state is not folding, it is
fighting back. If Mr. Trump and Benjamin Neta-
nyahu continue this war, the global economy will
come under even greater stress. Whether they
realise their grave miscalculation or not, the way
forward is not more bombing. This war must be
brought to an end immediately.

Catch them young

Increasing activity, eating healthy meals
will help keep obesity away

he phrase ‘catch them young’ has ac-
T quired a perverse slant in a world grap-

pling with a galloping non-communicable
diseases epidemic. The full gamut of conditions
that comprise metabolic diseases, usually impact-
ing people with advancing age, are affecting even
children, studies show. The recently released
World Obesity Atlas 2026 delivers a true shocker.
As per the report, released on World Obesity Day
(March 4), in 2025, there were 14.9 million chil-
dren in the 5-9 years group and more than 26.4
million children in the 10-19 age group in India
who were overweight or obese. About 41 million
children had a high BMI rate. Further, estimates
suggest that by 2040, 20 million children in India
will be obese and 56 million will be overweight.
The report also estimates that at least 120 million
children of school-going age are expected to have
early signs of chronic illnesses such as hyperten-
sion and cardiovascular disease due to weight, in
2040. While, globally, China leads both catego-
ries, with 62 million children with high BMI and 33
million with obesity, India comes second, and is
tailed by the United States (27 million high BMI; 13
million obesity). With such high obesity figures,
the attendant health statistics too are unaccepta-
bly off the charts: In India, children aged 5-19
years with disease indicators attributed to high
BMI, including hypertension, diabetes, hypergly-
caemia, high cholesterol, and metabolic dysfunc-
tion-associated steatotic liver disease (MASLD) are
projected to rise substantially by 2040. The risk
factors are similar to adult-onset metabolic condi-
tions, broadly categorised as insufficient activity
and consumption of unhealthy foods. Other as-
pects, mentioned as causes, include poor access
to healthy school meals for primary and secon-
dary grade children, and sub-optimal breast feed-
ing for infants aged 1-5 months.

Clearly, not enough is being done to stem this
tide of growing childhood obesity. The World
Obesity Federation calls for greater action and em-
phasis on monitoring in terms of marketing res-
trictions and sugar levies on packaged food pro-
ducts. Experts have also called for restrictions on
marketing packaged foods to children, sincere im-
plementation of global physical activity recom-
mendations for children, ensuring the mandatory
breastfeeding period for infants, and healthier
school food standards, besides integration of pre-
vention and care into primary health systems. It is
worrisome that obesity and overweight, once as-
sociated with higher-income countries, are now
catching up rapidly in low- and middle-income
countries. If nothing is done at this stage, the gains
that the nation expects from its youth, even as it
heads towards a grey path, will be hollowed out.
The only way out is to catch them young, even be-
fore non-communicable diseases can.
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Inside China, authority, conflict and strategic challenges

he progression from Mao Tse

Tung/Mao Zedong to Deng Xiaoping to

Xi Jinping in China reveals the nature

of the power shifts that have occurred
since the country became a communist nation in
1949. All three iconic leaders, in their own way,
demonstrated what was essential to maintain and
sustain power in a country that had managed to
stave-off takeovers by foreign powers over the
years.

Since 1949, when Mao Tse Tung led the
Communist Party of China (CPC) to victory and
took control, the three eponymous leaders
wielded unquestioned authority over the party
and the country. Between 1949 and 2026, there
have, no doubt, been many other leaders who
steered the country’s fortunes, but it is Mao,
Deng and Mr. Xi who left an indelible stamp on
China’s fortunes and progress.

The ‘inner devils’

Across China, signs of Mr. Xi’s authority are
markedly evident. However, even as China has
emerged as the second most powerful country, it
faces its own ‘inner devils’. Periodic purges at the
highest levels of state institutions have led to
conflicting interpretations as to the real state of
affairs. While China outwardly appears to be a
monolith, several purges have been intended to
eliminate opposition to the leader of the time.
This was also the case during the periods of Mao
and Deng.

In the latest purge, Mr. Xi removed the highly
placed general of the Peoples’ Liberation Army
(PLA) , and vice-chairman of the Central Military
Commission, General Zhang Youxia, and another
another senior officer, Gen. Liu Zhenli, from the
highest policymaking body of the CPC. The purge
also claimed nine military law makers from
China’s Parliament including Ground Force
Commander Li Qiaoming and Information
Support Force Political Commissar Li Wei. It is
worth examining whether this is merely another
purge by Mr. Xi or an indication of the growing
challenges to his leadership. A hint to this effect is
the language used to describe Gen. Zhang in the
People’s Liberation Army Daily, viz. ‘a toxin that
had to be incised’. This could lead to an inference
of inner party struggles at the top of the Chinese
Communist pyramid. While by no means proven,
it is still worth examining.

Even during Mao’s lifetime, there was the
infamous Liu Shaogqi episode, which though not
acknowledged as a power struggle, is viewed by
experts as having been an abortive challenge to
Mao’s supremacy. While Mr. Xi appears to have
emerged successful, yet again, the fig leaf of
another massive anti-corruption purge is
beginning to wear thin. It merits a rethink of
China today as a monolith, facing few internal
challenges.
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Given China’s
global position,
the prevailing
situation within
the country
demands closer
and deeper
understanding
of events

Most prophets seem to flounder when it comes
to making political predictions. While Mr. Xi may
appear stronger on the surface following the
recent purges, it is worth considering the nature
of the ‘inner devils’ said to be hindering China’s
progress. Analysing China’s future clearly
demands better comprehension of where China
stands today.

Over the years, the mask that China is a
monolith has been wearing thin. Insightful
analysis would seem to suggest that belief in the
goals set by the leadership has been declining,
producing a degree of ‘trust deficit’. Together
with a less than optimistic assessment of the state
of the Chinese economy, and the problems faced
by some of its political institutions, it may be
presumed that inner tensions are increasing, and
are beginning to impact the highest levels of the
party. Dealing with such a situation would
undoubtedly require drastic measures to retain
control and ‘snuff out” all opposition to the
leadership, even at the highest party levels. This,
rather than accusations of corruption against
senior party functionaries, would seem a more
plausible explanation for the periodic purges
taking place.

Dents to global credibility

Exacerbating international tensions and China’s
apparent ineffectiveness in addressing challenges
beyond its ‘near abroad’ — namely East and
Southeast Asia — seem to have damaged its image
as a global power, potentially intensifying
tensions within the CPC leadership. Venezuela
was a test case of China’s global outreach in this
respect at the beginning of 2026. China failed the
test and could not counter United States
President Donald Trump’s assertions that the
Western Hemisphere belonged to the U.S. and no
one else. This despite China having invested a
great deal in Venezuela in recent years. More
recently, in West Asia, China again failed to
demonstrate its ability to checkmate the U.S. and
prevent an attack on Iran, leading to the death of
Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Khamenei.

The outcome in West Asia has, incidentally,
prompted unfavourable comparisons between
Chinese weaponry and that of the U.S. and the
West, further harming China’s reputation. China’s
conspicuous incapability to counter the U.S. both
in the Western Hemisphere and in West Asia is
undoubtedly having repercussions and may have
possibly impacted China’s image beyond repair.
In China’s eyes, it has, meanwhile, shattered a
carefully contrived impression that China is more
than equal to the West. It would be reasonable to
surmise that this too would have led to
recriminations at the highest levels of the party,
even, perhaps, provoking a challenge to the
ruling dispensation.

It is, however uncertain, as of now, whether

China is indeed undergoing a turmoil at the very
highest levels of the CPC. What is discernible is
that a normally belligerent China has, of late,
been acting with far greater circumspection than
usual in its dealings with the world at large, and
with the U.S. in particular. This is even more
surprising considering that China is riding a wave
of turbocharged innovation in many areas such as
electric vehicles, pharmaceuticals and logistics,
and, of late, Artificial Intelligence. In all this,
China appears well ahead of the curve.

A reticence

What is even more surprising is that — and with
the exception of Taiwan — China, of late, has been
disinclined to take a confrontational posture,
vis-a-vis the U.S., even deferring to it on some
issues. The journey of a Chinese cargo ship, in
late 2025, from Asia to Europe, through the Arctic
Ocean, that was completed in a fortnight as
against the normal three weeks (through the Suez
Canal), would normally have been heralded by
China as evidence of the emergence of a ‘Polar
Silk Road’. But China has preferred to play down
this achievement, stating that this contributes to
‘supply chain stability’.

Strategic experts are confounded by this
display of reticence, and feel that it is intended to
avoid ruffling the feathers of western powers at a
time when China’s economy is facing certain
problems and Mr. Trump has warned of the
threat posed to U.S. interests in Greenland by
Chinese ships in the vicinity. Apart from this,
China’s unwillingness to press its claims to being
a ‘near Arctic State’ requires a valid explanation.
Most strategic experts seem to feel that problems
at the highest levels of the CPC can be the only
plausible explanation.

What also needs valid explanation is the
general mood of pessimism that appears to be
sweeping across China. No plausible explanation
has emerged so far. Cracks in the Communist
party monolith could possibly be one
explanation. Or it might well be an aggravating
fear — about ‘the wind in the tower heralding a
great storm’. All this might appear rather
far-fetched for now, but is worthy of more
detailed analysis, given the past history of
Chinese politics.

Given China’s position in the world, the
prevailing situation in China deserves a better
and more detailed understanding of what is
taking place. Events in China cast a shadow not
only over Asia but also over much of the world.
What is happening in China needs better
explanation and understanding. A more benign
and less antagonistic China would be of great
value to a world facing many crosscurrents. For
India, a return to an earlier era of ‘Hindi Chini
Bhai Bhai (Indians and Chinese are brothers’)
would be a gift worth savouring.

Al and the national security calculus

nthropic, an American Artificial
A Intelligence (AI) lab, is asking for three

Chinese Al labs (DeepSeek, MoonshotAl,
and MiniMax) to be treated as national security
threats. The Al models of Anthropic and other
American labs have also reportedly been used by
the U.S. military in the Iran attacks to fast-track
the “kill chain” from target identification to legal
approval and strike.

The Pentagon has labelled Anthropic a “supply
chain” risk — a designation associated with
foreign adversaries, for raising concerns about
how its technology is being used in military
operations. This decision is now being challenged
in court. These developments over the course of
a few weeks have serious implications for Al
development and national security calculus
worldwide.

The issue
The Chinese Al labs have been accused of
distilling frontier models from American Al
companies. In a nutshell, this involves taking a
stronger Al model’s outputs to teach a weaker
model. The attacks were sophisticated and used
deceptive techniques to mask the identity and
intent of the distillers. Anthropic claims that this
happened on an industrial scale — “16 million
exchanges with Claude through approximately
24,000 fraudulent accounts, in violation of our
terms of service and regional access restrictions”.

Generative Al is often equated with nuclear
technologies, with the aim of containing the
proliferation of the technology. However, it is a
dual-use general-purpose technology that is more
comparable to semiconductors than nuclear
weapons. Unlike nuclear technologies, where
governments drive research and development
efforts, cutting-edge Al research happens in the
private sector for civilian applications. It just so
happens that the same technology also has
military applications.

Nuclear non-proliferation works because fissile
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The controversy
over Al
integration in
military systems
highlights the
need for
plurilateral
commitments by
states to
responsible use

material is rare, controlled and traceable. The
same is not true for mathematical Al models. The
fact that DeepSeek was able to achieve
comparable performance of frontier models at a
fraction of the cost after export controls were
imposed is proof that restrictions are not
effective. The nuclear narrative asks us to treat
querying an Al model as equivalent to weapons
proliferation.

Distilled models and guardrails

Anthropic’s argument that a distilled model will
be used less responsibly lies on weak
foundations. Models from frontier American Al
labs such as Anthropic, OpenAl, Google and xAI
could be used by the U.S. military for applications
such as surveillance, cyberwarfare and lethal
autonomous weapons systems. In fact, when
Anthropic recently raised concerns about the
kinds of uses its models were put to, it faced the
threat of being removed from defence systems
and designated as “supply chain risks”. Its rival,
OpenAl, however, has accepted a permissive
contract for military uses, highlighting a race to
the bottom, given the competitive pressure to
serve government clients. When their own
models are being put to such uses, the argument
that distilled models will not have guardrails
collapses.

It is extremely hard to control the diffusion of
such a technology for many reasons. Talent
mobility is hard to restrict. Many of the
researchers at Chinese labs were trained in U.S.
universities or worked in U.S. companies. The
restrictions on inputs such as semiconductors
have been repeatedly circumvented and are now
partially repealed. Now, distillation is one more
vector that is even harder to restrict, as the
Anthropic report acknowledges. Each time a
restriction appears, workarounds find a way to
bypass it. If distillation is seen as extremely risky,
not allowing public access to it should be an
option to consider.

In the language of national security, these
restrictions do not make the world safer. They
make it harder for rivals to compete with
dominant U.S. companies even on civilian
applications. Input-based restrictions are
ineffective and only cause collateral damage to
innovation, scientific collaboration and
widespread economic development. They
effectively consolidate power in the hands of a
few U.S. companies.

Equating distillation to industrial-scale
intellectual property theft also seems unfair,
given that frontier Al models are trained on the
creative and intellectual output of millions of
people who were not compensated and did not
consent. The process of asking a model millions
of questions and learning from its answers is
arguably no more extractive than training that
model on billions of web pages written by people
who never consented to it.

The companies whose models were distilled
are right to claim that their terms of service have
been violated by those distilling their models and
can pursue measures to block such actors.
However, they are also arguing for a coordinated
response across the Al industry, cloud providers,
and policymakers. This move further entrenches
the market power of a handful of companies.

What is needed

As scary as it is, it seems inevitable that armed
forces worldwide will integrate generative Al into
military systems. The Anthropic episode
demonstrates that corporate guardrails are not a
substitute for governance: a company can be
overridden, replaced, or pressured into
compliance. What is needed instead are
plurilateral commitments by states to responsible
use, covering meaningful human control over
lethal decisions, prohibitions on mass civilian
surveillance, and auditable technical standards
for such capabilities. These commitments must
apply universally for them to be effective.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LPG supply crisis

| wish to draw urgent
attention to a serious
problem that households
are facing in booking LPG
(Indane) refills. There is a
complete breakdown of the
booking and delivery
system. For several days
now, consumers have been
unable to book LPG refills
through any available
mode. The official booking
numbers frequently remain

Code) is generated.

thereby preventing

switched off, and even
when calls do connect, no
confirmation SMS or DAC
(Delivery Authentication

Without this crucial DAC
message, delivery personnel
are refusing to provide the
cylinder. The booking portal
in many cases incorrectly
shows that a cylinder has
already been booked,

consumers from placing a

delivered.

new refill order — even
when no such booking was
made and no cylinder was

Yesterday, when the LPG
delivery vehicle arrived in
our locality, several
residents gathered hoping
to receive their refill
cylinders. However, the
delivery staff stated that
they had strict instructions
to supply cylinders only
upon presentation of the

DAC message. Interestingly,
the delivery vehicles
remained in the area for
hours.

Equally concerning is that
attempts to contact the LPG
distribution agency yielded
no response.

Aditya Das,
Bhowali, Uttarakhand

It is unfortunate that the
Centre could not anticipate
the cooking gas shortage

arising out of the
Iran-Israel-U.S. war. The way
out is to look east and seek
Brunei crude/gas to tide
over the crisis.

Unless proactive actions are
initiated on a war-footing,
the situation will go out of
control. There is already the
threat of unemployment
looming over gig workers
and the hospitality sector.
AV. Narayanan,

Chennai

K.N. Pannikar

In the passing of Professor
K.N. Pannikar, the nation
has lost a great intellectual
and historian. His
approachability with
students and colleagues
also made him a truly
distinguished personality.

Balasubramaniam Pavani,
Secunderabad

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the postal address.
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Reevaluating the office of the Speaker

he recent

no-confidence motion

moved by the

Opposition against Om
Birla has reignited the debate over
the constitutional position and
accountability of the office of the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha. While
such motions are rare, their
significance lies not merely in the
possibility of removal but in what
they reveal about the functioning
of parliamentary institutions and
the evolving conventions
surrounding the Speaker’s office.

The office of the Speaker is one

of the most critical pillars of
India’s parliamentary democracy.
As the presiding officer of the Lok
Sabha, the Speaker ensures
orderly debate, enforces the rules
of procedure, safeguards the
rights of members, and maintains
the balance between government
authority and the voice of the
Opposition. The Constitution
establishes the Speaker as an
impartial arbiter expected to rise
above party politics once elected.
Convention demands that the
office be exercised with neutrality
and fairness. The Speaker’s
authority extends to several
crucial functions such as the
recognition of members,
interpretation of procedural rules,
disciplinary powers, and the
certification of Money Bills. These
powers significantly shape
legislative outcomes and
parliamentary debates, and
because of this influence, the
constitutional framework provides
strong protections to ensure that
the Speaker cannot be removed
easily for political reasons.

The process for removal

The procedure for the removal of
the Speaker is deliberately
stringent. According to Article
94(c) under the Constitution, the
Speaker can be removed only
through a resolution passed by a
majority of all the members of the
Lok Sabha, not merely those
present and voting. This high
threshold reflects the intent to
safeguard the stability and dignity
of the office. The process begins
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No-confidence
motions against
the Speaker
have been
extremely rare
in India’s
parliamentary
history

when a member submits a written
notice to the Secretary-General of
the Lok Sabha seeking removal. At
least 14 days’ notice must be given
before the motion can be taken
up. Once admitted, the motion
requires the support of at least 50
members to proceed for
discussion in the House. The
procedural framework governing
this process is laid down in the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Business in Lok Sabha,
specifically Rules 200 to 203. The
rules mandate that the resolution
must clearly state the charges
against the Speaker. During the
debate on such a motion, the
Speaker may participate in the
proceedings as a member of the
House, and while the Speaker can
vote on the resolution in the first
instance, he/she cannot exercise
their vote in case of a tie.
No-confidence motions against
the Speaker have been extremely
rare in India’s parliamentary
history. Only three such attempts
have occurred — in 1954, against G.
V. Mavalankar; in 1966, against
Hukam Singh; and in 1987, against
Balram Jakhar. In all three cases,
the motions failed. These
precedents demonstrate the
political and procedural difficulty
involved in removing a Speaker.

Larger impact

Although the present motion may
not result in the Speaker’s
removal, it carries broader
institutional significance. It
reminds presiding officers that
their authority derives from the
collective confidence of the
legislature. The Speaker’s
credibility depends heavily on the
perception of impartiality.
Allegations of partisan conduct
can weaken public confidence in
parliamentary processes.

While the high constitutional
threshold ensures that the Speaker
is not vulnerable to routine
political pressure, it still allows a
democratic mechanism for
accountability.

However, several challenges
affect the functioning of the
Speaker’s office. First, there is a

growing perception of
politicisation. In recent years,
decisions on matters such as
disqualification of legislators
under the anti-defection law or
certification of Money Bills have
often been viewed through a
partisan lens. Second, frequent
confrontations between the ruling
party and the Opposition have led
to procedural deadlocks in
Parliament. When the neutrality
of the presiding officer is
questioned, trust between
political actors erodes, making
consensus-building more difficult.
Third, parliamentary conventions
— unwritten norms that once
guided the impartial conduct of
the Speaker — have gradually
weakened. As political
competition intensifies, these
conventions risk being
overshadowed by tactical
considerations.

The way ahead

To preserve the credibility of
Parliament and strengthen
democratic governance, reforms
and renewed commitment to
parliamentary norms are
necessary. Reinforcing
institutional conventions should
be the first step. Political parties
must collectively reaffirm the
tradition that the Speaker acts
above party lines once elected.
Enhancing transparency in
procedural rulings can also
improve trust. Clear explanations
for major decisions — such as
rejecting requests for discussion
or certifying legislative bills —
would reduce allegations of bias.
Encouraging dialogue between the
government and the Opposition is
equally important. Structured
consultations on parliamentary
procedures and reforms could
reduce confrontations and
improve legislative productivity.
Finally, codifying best practices
regarding the Speaker’s
discretionary powers may help
clarify ambiguities. While
flexibility is essential in
parliamentary procedure, clearer
guidelines could reduce disputes
over interpretation.

The crisis of unemployment in J&K

The lack of a diversified industry has limited job creation in the region

STATE OF PLAY

Bilal Gani

ammu and Kashmir
J (J&K) is grappling with

an unemployment cri-
sis. In recent years, the unem-
ployment rate in the region
has soared to alarming levels.
Such an increase has forced
thousands of highly-qualified
youth into low-paying jobs.

In the Kashmir valley, hun-
dreds of jobless youth have
been struggling to find stable
employment despite complet-
ing their education and ac-
quiring various skills.

Myriad reasons
The unemployment rate of
J&K is higher than the national
average. In December 2025,
Parliament said that J&K’s un-
employment rate was 6.1% in
July-September 2025, higher
than the national average of
5.2%. Urban areas have shown
sharper gaps with an unem-
ployment rate of 10.6%, com-
pared with the rural unem-
ployment rate of 5.1%. As per
estimates, the region has ap-
proximately 3.6 lakh regis-
tered unemployed youth, with
roughly two lakh in Kashmir
and 1.5lakh in Jammu. The un-
precedented rise in the re-
gion’s unemployment rate has
been precipitated by its heavy
reliance on the government
sector in the absence of a ro-
bust private sector. Tourism
and horticulture, traditional
areas of the private sector,
have been shrinking and are
unable to absorb the growing
educated workforce. The lack
of a diversified industry has
caused unemployment by lim-
iting job creation in sectors
beyond tourism and horticul-
ture, leading to structural un-
employment.

The delays in recruitment
have further exacerbated this

J&K

crisis. Almost 80% of all re-
cruitment exams announced
by the J&K Services Selection
Board (JKSSB) and the J&K Pu-
blic Service Commission
(JKPSC), two premier recruit-
ing agencies, have been de-
layed or challenged in court.
Thousands of posts now lie va-
cant across different depart-
ments like health, public
works and education. The ab-
sence of a fair and transparent
recruitment mechanism has
worsened the situation. On
December 15, the J&K govern-
ment terminated 103 em-
ployees of the Fire and Emer-
gency Services Department
after large-scale irregularities
were revealed in the recruit-
ment process.

The region’s economic un-
predictability has turned en-
trepreneurship into survival
ventures rather than growth
engines.

Moreover, the absence of a
well-defined public employ-
ment policy has replaced reg-
ular recruitment with contrac-
tual hiring. J&K has more than
one lakh daily wagers across
different departments who
continue to work without job
security or benefits. Their reg-
ularisation has been over-
looked for decades by succes-
sive governments. The job
crisis in the region is particu-
larly alarming among highly
educated individuals who ac-
count for 23.9% of the total
unemployment rate.

This situation reflects a se-
rious mismatch between edu-
cational attainment and job

opportunities.

A swift response

J&K’s job crisis demands ur-
gent and effective government
intervention. A strong start-up
culture and a robust entrepre-
neurship ecosystem can effec-
tively address unemployment
in the region. Over the years,
some local entrepreneurs
have established successful
start-ups and provided em-
ployment to hundreds of
youths. Therefore, the Jammu
and Kashmir Entrepreneur-
ship Development Institute
(JKEDI), the premier public in-
stitute supporting entrepre-
neurship development in the
Union Territory (UT), should
be fully funded to be an effec-
tive platform for encouraging
entrepreneurs to build new
start-ups.

However, the public sector
remains the main employ-
ment generator in the region.
There should be massive re-
cruitment drives to fill vacant
positions and curb the unem-
ployment graph, which conti-
nues to rise year after year.
The government should ap-
point a monitoring agency
which can oversee the selec-
tion process of recruiting
agencies in the UT, so as to en-
sure transparent and time-
bound recruitment to various
government positions. J&K’s
youth should be provided
with equal employment op-
portunities in public and priv-
ate sectors through fast-track
recruitment, financial and lo-
gistics support, and market-
oriented education with spe-
cial focus on skill-based cours-
es. Private investors should be
encouraged to invest in the re-
gion’s talented human capital
which will be a critical driver
of productivity, innovation
and economic growth.

Bilal Gani is with the faculty of
Political Studies, Government
Degree College Beerwah, J&K

More women deleted from rolls in most States after SIR

Tamil Nadu is the only major State where the gender ratio improved slightly, despite the State recording one of the largest reductions in total electors

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Pani,

DATA POINT

Devyanshi Bihani
Srinivasan Ramani

he Election Commission of
T India’s (EC) Special Inten-

sive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls — a large-scale exercise
aimed at updating voter lists — is
being carried out across 12 States
and Union Territories (UTs) cover-
ing close to 51 crore voters. The en-
umeration phase of the exercise
began in November 2025. Among
these States and UTs, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, West Bengal, and Pudu-
cherry are scheduled to go to the
polls in April 2026.

The first round of the clean-up
exercise was carried out earlier in
Bihar, where more than 65 lakh
names were deleted from the elec-
toral rolls and the gender ratio fell
sharply from 907 women per
1,000 men to 892 women after the
SIR.

The Hindu had found that the
exclusions were higher in the 18-29
age category, with one of the prim-
ary reasons being that the women
had ‘permanently shifted’. The EC
had then said in the Supreme
Court that women’s names would
have been excluded as they had
migrated to other States after mar-
riage. Yet, The Hindu’s data stories
had shown that more men migrat-
ed for work than women who mi-
grated for marriage, according to
the Census and later surveys. This
raises the question of whether si-
milar patterns are visible in other
States where the SIR exercise has
been carried out.

Decline across States

Data from the 2024 Lok Sabha
election rolls and the final SIR rolls
show that while the drop in gender
ratio is not as steep as in Bihar, all
major States have recorded a de-
cline in the proportion of women
voters relative to men after the re-
vision. Tamil Nadu is the notable
exception, where the gender ratio
improved, even though the State
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witnessed one of the largest reduc-
tions in total electors following the
exercise.

Uttar Pradesh has not been in-
cluded in this analysis as the final
electoral roll for the State is yet to
be published. The EC has extend-
ed the revision schedule multiple
times and the final roll is now ex-
pected to be released on April 10.

In West Bengal, the gender ratio
fell from about 966 women per
1,000 men in the 2024 Lok Sabha
rolls to around 956 after the SIR re-
vision. The State also recorded one
of the largest reductions in its elec-
torate — a 8.06% decline.

Nearly 60 lakh people are still
being adjudicated for “logical dis-
crepancies” but are part of the
rolls so far.

The gender ratio in Gujarat re-
corded a sharper shift as it fell
from roughly 945 women to about
938 in the final SIR rolls. The total
electorate declined from 5.08
crore to 4.4 crore, a reduction of
13.4% of the electorate.

Madhya Pradesh also saw a de-
cline in the gender ratio after the
revision, from 945 women to 934
in the final SIR rolls.

The State’s electorate shrank
from about 5.74 crore voters be-
fore the SIR to 5.39 crore in the fi-
nal rolls, a reduction of around
34.25 lakh electors (5.97%).

The number of women electors
in Rajasthan fell from about 2.56
crore to 2.45 crore, while the num-
ber of male electors declined more
modestly. The gender ratio
dropped from 920 to 911. Overall,
the State’s electorate witnessed a
6.13% reduction.

In contrast, Tamil Nadu, one of
the States where women form a
majority on the electoral rolls, re-
corded an improvement in the
gender ratio.

The ratio increased from 1,034
women per 1,000 men in the 2024
rolls to 1,044 in the final SIR rolls.
But the total electorate in the State
declined from 6.41 crore to 5.67
crore, a reduction of about 74 lakh
electors, or 11.5% from the pre SIR
rolls.

However, Kerala, another State
with a higher number of women
voters than men, saw a decline in
the gender ratio after the revision.
The ratio fell from 1,064 to 1,053 in
the final SIR rolls, though women
continue to remain more numer-
ous than men on the electoral
rolls. The total electorate also de-
clined by about 3.2%.

Similarly, women continue to
slightly outnumber men in Chhat-
tisgarh although the ratio fell from
1,016 to 1,002 in the final SIR rolls.
The total electorate declined by
about 11.77%.

Goa is also among the States
where women continue to out-
number men. But the State’s elec-
torate saw a significant contrac-
tion. The total number of voters
saw a decline of around 10.7% of
voters.

Status of Union Territories
Among Union Territories, Pudu-
cherry has historically seen higher
women participation and repre-
sentation on the rolls and has con-
tinued to show a strong female
presence even after the revision.
However, the total number of vo-
ters declined from about 10.2 lakh
to 9.4 lakh, representing a 7.5%
reduction.

In the Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands, the gender ratio rose from
919 to 979 after the revision. The
number of female electors fell by a
smaller margin compared with
male electors, leading to an in-
crease in the ratio even as the over-
all electorate dropped significant-
ly. The rolls declined from 3.1 lakh
to about 2.58 lakh voters, repre-
senting a reduction of 16.8%, the
largest proportional declines
among the regions analysed.

Lakshadweep, on the other
hand, saw only a marginal in-
crease in the gender ratio from 968
women voters to 971 in the final
SIR rolls. The Union territory re-
corded almost no change in its
electorate with just a 0.3% drop.

With inputs from Mohammed Igq-
bal, Sreeparna Chakrabarty, Mehul
Malpani and Shubhomoy Sikdar.

FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 11, 1976

Gender gap among electors

The data for the charts were sourced from the Election Commission of India

Table 1: Gender ratio (women per 1,000 men) in the Lok Sabha 2024 electoral rolls
and final SIR rolls across States and Union Territories where SIR was held recently

Andaman & Nicobar

Gender ra

2024)

Chhattisgarh 1,016
Goa

Gujarat 945
Lakshadweep 968
Madhya Pradesh 945

tio |Gender
(LS election |ratio (final
SIR)

Roll revision: A copy of the final electoral roll that was released after the
SIRin Salem in Tamil Nadu on February 23. E. LAKSHMI NARAYANAN

In Bihar, the gender
ratio fell from 907
women per 1,000 men to
979 892 women after the SIR

STD on 8 routes
inaugurated

New Delhi, March 10: The Posts and Telegraphs
Department today introduced eight subscriber
trunk dialling routes and 13 “no delay service
routes”, besides adding 12,500 lines to various
telephone exchanges in the country to mark the
centenary of the invention of telephone by
Alexander Graham Bell.

The Union Minister of State for Industry and
Civil Supplies, Mr. A.C. George, inaugurated STD
between Delhi and Trivandrum by speaking to
the Kerala Home Minister, Mr. K. Karunakaran.
Mr. K.C. Pant, Union Minister for Energy,
speaking to the Gujarat Governor, Mr. K.K.
Viswanathan inaugurated STD between Delhi
and Gandhinagar.

Besides, Mr. K. Raghuremiah, Union Minister
for Works, Housing and Parliamentary Affairs,
inaugurated extension of the Janpath IV
exchange of Delhi telephones by 800 lines.

Presiding over the function, the Union
Minister for Communications, Mr. Shankar
Deyal Sharma, said that a telex exchange at
Jodhpur and a trunk automatic exchange at
Ambala were also being commissioned to-day.

Mr. Sharma said that the establishment of STD
between Delhi and Trivandrum and Delhi and

1,002

All major States,
except Tamil Nadu,

938 have recorded a decline
971 in the gender ratio
934

Gandhinagar was part of the scheme to connect
Delhi with all the State Capitals.

By the end of 1976, all the State Capitals,
except the four in the eastern sector, would be
connected to Delhi.

Puducherry FETERTTI Darker blue indicates higher He also said that by the end of the current
Tamil Nadu 1,034 1,044 gender ratios and darker month, the P and T department proposed to
West Bengal* 966 956 ; 2‘;(’)’;‘125’;;2 ﬁ‘;‘;}"sggf”der provide 1.2 lakh new telephone connections. In
Rajasthan represent values closer to the remaining years of the plan, it was proposed
Kerala 1,064 1,053 the middle range to provide over six lakh new telephone

connections.

Table 2: The percentage decline in electors across States and UTs, from the

pre-SIR and Lok Sabha 2024 rolls to the final SIR rolls

Andaman & Nicobar

% change

in electors

(pre-SIR rolls
to final SIR)

% change
in electors
(LS 2024 to

final SIR) analysed

® Andaman recorded the
largest proportional
decline among the regions

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MARCH 11, 1926

Shakespeare theatre to be

rebuilt

Rugby, March 9: It has been definitely decided to
rebuild the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre on

Chhattisgarh 11.77 9.42 “In West Bengal, nearly 60
Goa 10.76 10.35 "’O”‘,h Q’F’Olt’"; are f{f’” Pe’[”-q
Gujarat 13.40 8.29 adjudicatedfor fogica

discrepancies” but are
Lakshadweep 0.36 0.60 part of the rolls so far
Madhya Pradesh 5.97 4.74
Pudltjcherry il e Darker red represents
Tamil Nadu 11.55 9.13 larger percentage declines
West Bengal* 8.06 7.44 among electors and lighter
Rajasthan 6.13 3.72 shades indicate smaller
Kerala 3.22 3.07 reductions

L]
o0 e

Stratford on-Avon, which was destroyed by fire
on Saturday. A fund raise £100,000 will
probably be launched shortly. The destruction
of the Theatre will not interfere with the holding
of birthday and summer festivals at
Shakespeare’s birthplace.
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Gas from new sources to
end shortage: officials

“We were getting Qatar gas at $6-8 per MMBtu
(metric million British thermal unit), and now the
price is $15 per MMBtu,” he said. “But, the eco-
nomics of it is that, once the price crosses even
$10 per MMBtu, then gas from Norway and the
U.S. becomes viable despite the long distance,” he
said. “There will, of course, be a lead time bet-
ween placing orders and receiving deliveries from
those countries,” the official said. “Gas will not be
along-term problem, but there will be some short-
term pain.”

Another official, who also did not wish to be
identified, said the government’s utmost priority
was to ensure an uninterrupted LPG supply to
domestic households without “jeopardising com-
mercial entities”. To allay concerns among restau-
rateurs about potential shortage of commercial
LPG cylinders, the government on Monday consti-
tuted a committee comprising three executive di-
rectors of oil marketing companies (OMCs) to “re-
view the representations for LPG supply and try
to provide some volumes to them.”

The official said, “We [the committee] are alrea-
dy in touch with the restaurateurs. All genuine re-
quirements will be addressed and relief provided
to the extent possible.”

LS takes up resolution
on removal of Speaker

Union Home Minister Amit Shah is expected to in-
tervene in the debate on Wednesday before the
House votes on the motion. The proceedings be-
gan with Congress MP Mohammad Jawed reading
out the notice seeking to move the resolution for
Mr. Birla’s removal. The motion was also moved
by fellow Congress MPs K. Suresh and Mallu Ravi.

A brief procedural row erupted over who
would preside over the proceedings during the
debate. AIMIM MP Asaduddin Owaisi raised a
point of order, asking why BJP MP Jagdambika Pal
was chairing the session, and arguing that Mr. Pal
had been appointed to the panel of chairpersons
by the Speaker himself.

The objection was countered by BJP MP Nishi-
kant Dubey and Mr. Rijiju, who said the claim was
“irrelevant” and that Mr. Pal was competent to
preside over the House during the debate.

Congress MP K. C. Venugopal said that the go-
vernment had created a “constitutional vacuum”
by leaving the post of Deputy Speaker vacant for
years now.

After the presiding officer asked members sup-
porting the notice to stand up, more than the re-
quired 50 MPs rose in their seats, allowing the mo-
tion to be admitted for discussion.

The Congress Deputy Leader, in his remarks,
alleged that the Opposition had repeatedly been
denied the opportunity to raise critical issues in
the House and cited the treatment of Leader of
the Opposition Rahul Gandhi during the debate
on the Motion of Thanks to the President’s Ad-
dress. “In the month of February, when the Lead-
er of the Opposition tried to speak during the Mo-
tion of Thanks, he was interrupted 20 times. The
interruptions came from the Chair, members of
the panel, and senior leaders of the Treasury
benches,” Mr. Gogoi said.

“There was an expectation that the Chair
would be neutral. But research of the uncorrected
transcripts will show the number of times the
Leader of the Opposition was interrupted. While
he was on his feet, another member was called
upon to speak,” Mr. Gogoi said.

“Is this the parliamentary tradition we want to
show? Microphones are being used to silence
MPs. This stands in direct contradiction with the
rituals of this House,” he added.

Mr. Gogoi also cited instances where Opposi-
tion members’ remarks were expunged, while al-
legations made by treasury bench members were
allowed to remain on record.

Intervening during the debate, Mr. Rijiju reject-
ed the Opposition’s charges and strongly defend-
ed Mr. Birla, saying that the Speaker had always
acted impartially and had, in fact, provided many
opportunities to Opposition members to raise
issues.

Chhattisgarh
govt. approves

draft Bill on
anti-conversion

Shubhomoy Sikdar
RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh’s BJP govern-
ment on Tuesday ap-
proved the draft of a new

anti-religious conversion
law.
Titled ‘Chhattisgarh

Freedom of Religion Bill,
2026’, the proposed legis-
lation “seeks to effectively
curb religious conversions
carried out through force,
inducement, fraudulent
means, undue influence,
or misrepresentation”,
stated a government press
note. The decision was ta-
ken at a Cabinet meeting.

The Bill can now be in-
troduced in the State As-
sembly which is currently
in session.

Allegations of religious
conversions through force
or inducements have sur-
faced repeatedly in the
State. While right wing
groups clashing with Chris-
tian preachers are com-
mon across the State, the
arrest of two Keralite nuns
last year on charges of hu-
man trafficking and kid-
napping of three tribal wo-
men for forced religious
conversion drew national
attention. It had led to mas-
sive protests in Kerala and

SC to look into plea against
law on Muslim inheritance

Top court says striking down provisions in Shariat Act could create vacuum in Muslim inheritance

framework; says it would be better to defer to Parliament’s wisdom to bring a Uniform Civil Code

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday orally

observed that it
would be better to defer to
Parliament’s wisdom to
bring a Uniform Civil Code
rather than judicially strike
down provisions in the
Shariat Application Act,
1937, on the ground of dis-
crimination for giving Mus-
lim women a smaller share
of family inheritance com-
pared with their male
counterparts.

The law established Is-
lamic law for inheritance
among Muslims, providing
widows with children a
one-eighth share, or a
further reduced one-
fourth share if they do not
have children, and daught-
ers half of a son’s share.

Appearing before a
Bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and, Jus-
tices R. Mahadevan and
Joymalya Bagchi, advocate
Prashant Bhushan, appear-
ing for petitioner Poulomi
Pavini Shukla, challenged
what he called “artificial

Q Look, you are talking about inheritance.
But the basic equality of a one man-
one woman relationship.., has it been realised

throughout the country? No. Can we
declare all bigamous relationships
bound by personal law as ultra vires
Article 14? We have to defer to the
wisdom of the legislature to bring
the Directive Principles into reality

JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI

SC Judge

Muslim women and men
regarding their right to
inheritance.

The Bench, however,
posed a practical question
of law, asking which law
would govern Muslim in-
heritance if the Shariat Act
were struck down.

Mr. Bhushan responded
that the more secular In-
dian Succession Act could
apply. He referred to the
landmark judgment in Ma-
ry Roy vs State of Kerala, in
which the petitioner suc-
cessfully fought for equal
inheritance rights for Syr-
ian Christian women in the
State, nullifying the dis-
criminatory  Travancore
Christian Succession Act,

cession Act apply to Mus-
lim women? Remember,
when you strike an Act,
you create a vacuum... In
our over-anxiety for re-
forms, we may deprive
them [Muslim women] of
whatever they are getting
now,” the Chief Justice
said.

Justice Bagchi asked
whether it would be wiser
to defer to Parliament’s
wisdom to realise the aspi-
ration expressed in Article
44 of the Directive Princi-
ples of State Policy (DPSP)
of the Constitution, which
says that the state shall en-
deavour to secure for citi-
zens a Uniform Civil Code
across the country.

about inheritance. But the
basic equality of a one
man-one woman relation-
ship, a monogamous exis-
tence, has it been realised
throughout the country?
No. Can we declare all biga-
mous relationships bound
by personal law as ultra
vires Article 14 of the Con-
stitution? We have to defer
to the wisdom of the legis-
lature to bring the DPSP in-
to reality,” Justice Bagchi
observed.

Mr. Bhushan urged the
three-judge Bench to refer
the case to a Constitution
Bench. He said the court
had earlier not hesitated to
strike down triple talaq,
which involved a more reli-
gious issue. “Inheritance is
a civil right,” he submitted.

The Chief Justice asked
whether he was suggesting
that the court strike down
the Shariat Act and effec-
tively re-legislate. Mr.
Bhushan said the top court
could either bring Muslim
women under the Indian
Succession Act or declare
that the Shariat Act provi-
sions on inheritance violat-
ed Article 14. The court

Two killed in
violence over
poll rule in
Meghalaya

The Hindu Bureau
SHILLONG

Two people were killed in
violence linked to a contro-
versial notification barring
non-tribal people from
contesting the April 10
elections to the Garo Hills
Autonomous District
Council (GHADC) in Megh-
alaya on Monday night.
The violence broke out
after dusk and continued
till late at night, in the West
Garo Hills district. Officials
confirmed the deaths but
did not specify the circum-
stances leading to them.
Locals said the victims,
two unidentified persons,
were killed in police firing
following clashes between
tribal and non-tribal
groups. The non-tribal
population in the area lar-
gely comprises Bengali-
speaking Muslims.
Tensions had been
building in the non-tribal
belt of the district after a
GHADC notification, dated
February 17, made it man-
datory for all candidates
contesting the council elec-
tions to possess a Sche-
duled Tribe certificate.
The GHADC is one of
three tribal councils in
Meghalaya created under

Delhi against the arrests. discrimination” between 1916. “Does the Indian Suc- “Look, you are talking  agreed to list the case. the Sixth Schedule.
SEIEE T CEET. Form special tribunals to  Mamataends
dharna over
eI hear appeals of people left sk says fight
4 J— not over yet
1 8o out of Bengal SIR, says SC |
I Shiv Sahay Singh

Gyanesh Kumar with Election Commissioners Sukhbir Singh Sandhu
and Vivek Joshi at a press conference in Kolkata on Tuesday. ANI

CEC promises a
fair, violence-free
polls in Bengal

Shiv Sahay Singh
Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Gyanesh Ku-
mar on Tuesday assured
the electorate of West Ben-
gal that free and peaceful
elections would be held in
the State, but added that
the number of phases in
which the Assembly elec-
tions are held would de-
pend on the preparedness
for law and order by the
State administration.

Mr. Kumar is on a three-
day visit to West Bengal,
accompanied by the full
Bench of the Election Com-
mission of India (EC).

“Central forces will be
deployed in a professional

manner as a confidence
building measure, aug-
menting the presence of
State Police so that electors
are assured there will no
violence near the polling
booths,” Mr. Kumar said.

“We expect that, after
this announcement, politi-
cal violence will not be tol-
erated, no elector will be
placed under any kind of
pressure, and anti-social
elements will refrain from
any acts of violence. If they
try to indulge in such acts,
then strong action will be
taken,” the CEC told media
persons in Kolkata.

He said the number of
polling booths in the State
stands at 80,719, and no
polling booth would have
more than 1,200 voters.

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed the con-
stitution of special tribu-
nals to decide on appeals
against exclusions from the
electoral roll during the
West Bengal special inten-
sive revision (SIR) process.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant ordered the forma-
tion of the tribunals after
reasoning that the deci-
sions of judicial officers de-
ployed in the SIR exercise
as Electoral Registration
Officers (EROs) should not
be subjected to appeal be-
fore any executive or admi-
nistrative authority.

The Supreme Court
asked the Chief Justice of
Calcutta High Court to re-
quest former Chief Justices
and judges of High Courts
to preside over the Bench-
es of the appellate tribu-
nals once they are notified
by the Election Commis-
sion(EC). The EC shall pay
the retired judges an hono-
rarium and cover the en-
tire expenses of the
tribunals.

The top court briefly re-

Civic drill: People waiting in queue in Nadia on March 5 to apply for
the inclusion of their names on the electoral rolls. PTI

corded the contents of a
communication received
from the Chief Justice of
the Calcutta High Court
that over 500 judicial offic-
ers from West Bengal and
over 200 judicial officers
from the neighbouring
States of Odisha and Jhark-
hand were working “day
and night, even on Sun-
days and holidays™ to hear
objections and claims from
voters excluded from the
electoral roll.

The Calcutta Chief Jus-
tice, the top court record-
ed, said that 10.16 lakh ob-
jections have been
disposed of as of March 9,
2026.

The Bench further di-
rected the EC to append
the supplementary lists

containing the names of
voters cleared by the judi-
cial officers to the final list
published on February 28.
These supplementary lists
would be deemed to have
been in existence from the
date of release of the final
voter list.

The court noted that the
publication of supplemen-
tary list should be immi-
nent considering the fact
that the judicial officers,
acting as EROs, have alrea-
dy disposed of over 10 lakh
objections.

The court added that
the reasons for exclusion
should be immediately
communicated to the elec-
tors concerned in order to
facilitate the appellate pro-
cess without delay.

Four days after she sat on a
demonstration in
Kolkata protesting the de-
letions during the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR),
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee ended
her dharna on Tues-
day with a promise to con-
tinue the fight till every vo-
ter was assured of their
right to vote.

Ms. Banerjee cited the
developments in the Su-
preme Court earlier on
Tuesday, when the court
suggested setting up a spe-
cial tribunal to hear ap-
peals from the objections
phase as a positive out-
come of her protest.

“Even if they [the Elec-
tion Commission of India
or EC] declare the elec-
tions on March 15-16, the
game will not end there.
The game will continue in
the Supreme Court,” Ms.
Banerjee said, from the
stage set up for the dhar-
na, before ending her sit-in
demonstration on its fifth
day.

Ms. Banerjee said the EC
was working as an agent of
the Bharatiya Janata Party.

Rajnath Singh
unveils ‘vision
document’ for
armed forces

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday released
the “Defence Forces Vision
2047: A Roadmap for a Fu-
ture-Ready Indian Mili-
tary” at an event in South
Block, here, outlining a
long-term strategy to trans-
form India’s armed forces
into a modern, integrated
and technologically ad-
vanced military by the cen-
tenary of Independence.

A central pillar of the vi-
sion document is greater
jointness among the Army,
the Navy and the Air Force.

CM
K

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed the Un-
ion government, acting
through the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare,
to frame a no-fault com-
pensation policy for se-
rious adverse events fol-
lowing COVID-19
vaccinations.

“India does not appear
to have in place any un-
iform or structured policy
mechanism to provide re-
dress to individuals who
suffer adverse effects fol-
lowing vaccination. This
gap cannot be lightly over-
looked, particularly when

vaccination programmes
are undertaken as public
health measures under the
aegis and authority of the
State itself,” a Bench of Jus-
tices Vikram Nath and San-
deep Mehta observed in a
judgment.

“The concern becomes
all the more pressing in the

context of the COVID-19
pandemic, when immuni-
sation was carried out on
an unprecedented scale as
a collective societal neces-
sity,” the verdict stated.
The judgment was based
on petitions seeking com-
pensation for ‘After Effects
From Immunisation’ (AE-
FI) deaths allegedly caused
by COVID-19 vaccination.
The judgment, authored
by Justice Nath, noted that
no-fault vaccine injury
compensation  schemes
were a recognised feature
of a welfare-state response.
The rationale behind no-
fault liability was simple,
that is, “certain categories
of harm require swift relief

‘Frame no-fault compensation policy for
adverse events post COVID vaccination’

without prolonged inquiry
into fault”.

“The relationship bet-
ween the individual and
the State cannot be viewed
through the prism of fault-
based liability,” Justice
Nath reasoned.

The court made it clear
that it had no intention to
embark on a scientific in-
quiry into the AEFI deaths.

A government affidavit
had said a total of 219.86
crore doses of COVID-19
vaccines were adminis-
tered in the country till No-
vember 19, 2022. A collec-
tive 92,114 AEFI cases
(0.0042%) were reported.
It had said the total deaths
reported were 1,171.

Jal Jeevan
mission gets
extension
up to 2028

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday approved the ex-
tension of the Ministry of
Jal Shakti’s Jal Jeevan pro-
gramme to 2028 and provi-
sioned more money to
meet its goal of providing a
minimum amount of daily
potable water to every ru-
ral household in the coun-
try.

A press note from the
Ministry notes that the pro-
gramme’s focus  will
change “...from infrastruc-
ture creation to service
delivery.”

Assam polls: three MLAS in
first AIUDF candidates list

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Three MLAs and a former
Congress legislator are
among the first list of nine
candidates announced by
the All India United Demo-

cratic Front (AIUDF). The
list released by AIUDF pre-
sident Maulana Badruddin
Ajmal has two women and
a former chief of All Assam
Minority Students’ Union,
who was in the Congress
for three days.

exempted under 80G IT.

Jayabalan is 5 years old suffering from “Baloon
Pulmonary Valvotomy” and has to undergo
Heart Surgery at Public Health Centre, Chennai.
The total expenditure is Rs. 2,00,000/-. His
father is a coolie with poor income. They are not
in a position to meet the cost of the treatment.
Please help him to undergo the surgery and
lead a healthy life. The donations sent through
Ch/D.D/M.O/NEFT  Transfer & GOOGLE PAY
(Canara Bank, Nungambakkam Branch, A/c No: 60182010063310, IFSC
No: CNRB0016018) favouring WOMEN’S WELFARE SYNDICATE is

All correspondence is done through WWS, Regd Public Charitable Trust,
FlatNo. GF 1, Corddel Apartments, 0.No.13, N.No.29, Pycrofts Garden
Lane, Chennai-600006. Ph: 044-42137401/ 31523781/ 7338978027.
E-mail ID: womenswelfaresyndicate

Website: www.womenswelfaresyndicate.org.
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Gas shortage blows out restaurant stoves; diners find favourites off menu

The Hindu Bureau

Hoteliers across various
States in the country have
flagged the shortage of
commercial cooking gas,
and urged the Union go-
vernment to ensure unin-
terrupted supply of fuel.

The National Restaurant
Association  of  India
(NRAI), Indian Hotel and
Restaurant  Association
(AHAR), Bengaluru Hotels
Association, Chennai Ho-
tels Association, Chennai
Tea Shops Association, the
Hotel & Restaurant Asso-
ciation of Odisha (HRAO),
and several hoteliers in the
States have warned that
the shortage of cooking gas
would force many units to
shut shop.

“The restaurant indus-
try is predominantly de-
pendent on commercial
LPG for its operations. Any
disruption therein will lead
to a catastrophic closure of
majority of restaurants,”
the NRAI said in a
statement.

In Bengaluru, the dis-
ruptions in the supply of
commercial LPG cylinders
has affected several eater-
ies, triggering concerns
among both businesses

and households. On Tues-
day, a number of small res-
taurants limited their ser-
vices to “only tea and
coffee” after being in-
formed by gas dealers that
refilling of commercial cy-
linders had not taken place
since March 7.

Around 20% of hotels
and restaurants in Mumbai
have shut down, with asso-
ciations projecting that
nearly 50% of hotels and
restaurants in Mumbai will
shut down in two days if
the situation does not im-
prove.

‘At least 25% supply’
“We understand the rea-
son but instead of blanket
stoppage, the supply
should continue for at least
25%, so the hotels can sur-
vive somehow,” a repre-
sentative of the AHAR, the
apex body for hospitality
trade in Maharashtra, said.

While some large res-
taurants in Delhi-NCR said
they have not yet been im-
pacted by the shortage be-
cause they have a stock of
four to six extra cylinders,
smaller outlet owners said
they are forced to buy in
the black market.

A kebab and biryani

Only Coffee and Tea

is Available Today

Local impact: People waiting in a long queue to refill their LPG cylinders outside a centre in Lucknow on Tuesday and a number of small
restaurants limited their services to ‘only tea and coffee’ in Bengaluru. SANDEEP SAXENA/ K. MURALI KUMAR

shop owner in New Delhi
said: “The cylinders availa-
ble in the black market that
cost 31,200 yesterday are
now being sold at 1,400 to
31,500 today.”

The cooking fuel shor-
tage has affected paying
guest  accommodations
and hostels in Hyderabad.
Managers and supervisors
of large paying guest facili-
ties, particularly in the IT
hubs, fear disruption to
preparation of food.

In Tamil Nadu, the Sree
Annapoorna Sree Gowrish-
ankar Group, a Coimba-

tore-based prominent ea-
tery chain, put out a notice
informing customers that it
will limit its menu to essen-
tial items.

K.A. Ramaswamy, presi-
dent of the Coimbatore
District Hoteliers’ Associa-
tion, said the oil marketing
companies had stopped
the supply of commercial
LPG cylinders from Tues-
day. Restaurant owners in
Salem and Namakkal said
they could manage for the
next two days with the cy-
linders in stock.

Durai Palanisamy, chair-

man of the Southern India
Mills Association, said that
all textile processing facto-
ries used LPG commercial
cylinders for singeing pro-
cess and there is no alter-
native for it. This will come
to a standstill, he said.

In Madhya Pradesh,
R.K. Gupta, vice-president
of the LPG Association,
said commercial LPG cylin-
ders had not been supplied
at any bottling plant in
Bhopal since Monday.

The hospitality sector in
parts of Punjab has been
impacted as well. Satish

Kumar Arora, president of
the Punjab Hotel, Restau-
rant, and Resort Associa-
tion, said, “Currently, wed-
ding season is under way
and we were expecting a
brisk business, but now it
seems to be in the dol-
drums.” Consumers in
neighbouring Haryana are
grappling with the shor-
tage too.

Waiting time

In Chhattisgarh, remote
areas have a low number of
gas agencies and consum-
ers fear that the waiting

time will go up due to sup-
ply side pressure.

Many hotels in Odisha’s
coastal town of Puri, which
attracts thousands of tou-
rists from India and
abroad, said they would
run out of commercial LPG
cylinders in the next cou-
ple of days.

Hundreds of hotel and
restaurant owners in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar are in
panic as several districts
witnessed long queues of
people outside LPG distri-
bution centres to refill
their gas cylinders.

Andhra Pradesh Civil
Supplies Minister Naden-
dla Manohar clarified that
there is no shortage of LPG
in the State and people
should not panic.

Visakhapatnam houses
Hindustan  Petroleum’s
major LPG cavern storage
facility with a capacity of
about 60,000 metric
tonnes.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Shahul Hameed, general
secretary of the All Kerala
Caterers’ Association, who
runs Foodwey Catering in
Kozhikode, said a good
number of caterers in Kera-
la will soon have to shut
down due to the severe

shortage of commercial
cooking gas.

People across West Ben-
gal were affected by the cri-
sis as well. Restaurants in
Kolkata have reported a
shortage of commercial
gas supply. Hotel and Res-
taurant Association of East-
ern India president Sudesh
Poddar said some restau-
rants may have stock bet-
ween two to seven days,
but most do not have
enough to keep their kitch-
ens running.

With the wedding sea-
son in full swing and tou-
rist arrivals going up in Ra-
jasthan, hoteliers were
worried about not having
cooking gas in sufficient
quantity. The Gujarat go-
vernment has curtailed gas
supply to industries by up
to 50% to safeguard dom-
estic LPG availability, State
Energy Minister Rushikesh
Patel said.

Close to 90% of India’s
LPG import and 30% of
natural gas requirements
are routed through Strait of
Hormuz, which is now
shut by Iran. The Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural
Gas has set up a committee
to review supply shortages
of commercial LPG.

Rahul has

never bowed
before this
govt.: Priyanka

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, has “never
bowed before this govern-
ment”, and the ruling side
is unable to “digest the
truth he speaks in the
House”, Congress MP Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra said
on Tuesday.

Ms. Vadra took a swipe
at the Union Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
for invoking Jawaharlal
Nehru during a parliamen-
tary debate, despite the
BJP’s long-standing criti-
cism of India’s first Prime
Minister.

“He [Mr. Rijiju] men-
tioned that I was laughing.
I wanted to clear that I was
laughing because whom
they keep criticising day
and night, that Nehruji,
they used a quote of Neh-
ruji for their own argu-
ment. They have suddenly
started respecting Nehruji
and that he strengthened
democracy and gave such
a speech,” she said.

She said that Mr. Gandhi
continued to raise uncom-
fortable questions in Par-
liament.

Opposition brings up suspensions,
mic row during debate on Speaker

MPs pull up govt. over failure to appoint Deputy Speaker, raise issue of Rahul not being allowed to talk, microphone being

switched off when Opposition leaders speak; no-confidence motion an attempt to keep Om Birla under pressure, says JD(U)

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

rguing for the ous-
Ater of Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla,

Opposition MPs on Tues-
day had a list of com-
plaints, including mass sus-
pensions, the microphone
being switched off while
they spoke, and the failure
to appoint a Deputy Speak-
er for the past 12 years.

Senior Congress MP
Manish Tewari argued that
the reason for the Opposi-
tion’s insistence on moving
the resolution seeking the
Speaker’s removal can be
summed up in one phrase:
the government must have
its way but the Opposition
must have its say.

‘Quoted from magazine’
Addressing the issue of the
Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gand-
hi not being allowed to
speak about the content of
the yet-to-be-released me-
moir of former Army Chief
General M.M. Naravane
(retd), Mr. Tewari said that

Suspended Lok Sabha members protesting on the Parliament
premises on Tuesday. The suspension was raised in the House. ANI

Mr. Gandhi had been quot-
ing from a magazine.

“That magazine that
[Mr. Gandhi] was quoting
is a published magazine, it
is available in the public
space even now. And the
contents of the magazine
or that story has not been
controverted by the go-
vernment till now,” the
Congress leader said.

He said the charge that
women Opposition MPs

had planned something
undignified by way of prot-
est was “completely over
the top and a stretch”.

Mr. Tewari also referred
to disruptions by Bharatiya
Janata Party members and
the washout of an entire
session when the Con-
gress-led United Progres-
sive Alliance was in power,
pointing out that the UPA
government had never
moved any resolution to

suspend any Opposition
member.

Trinamool Congress MP
Mahua Moitra said it was
ironic and “divine karma”
that she was opening the
debate from her party
against the Speaker who
had denied her the oppor-
tunity to defend herself
during her expulsion from
the 17" Lok Sabha.

Moitra’s remarks
Participating in the debate,
Ms. Moitra said the current
speaker has set “less than
graceful benchmarks”
while presiding over the
House. Since 2004, a total
of 245 MPs, all from Oppo-
sition parties, have been
suspended. Nearly half of
them, 120 MPs, were sus-
pended during Mr. Birla’s
tenure.

“In December 2023, Bir-
laji ordered the Ilargest
mass suspension in the his-
tory of Indian Parliament,
suspending 100 Opposi-
tion MPs. This one episode
alone accounted for over
40% of all Lok Sabha sus-
pensions since 2004,” she

claimed.

Samajwadi Party MP Ra-
jeev Rai questioned the
Chair over the control of
the microphones, claiming
that the microphones nev-
er go off when his party’s
members attack former
Prime Ministers of the Con-
gress regime, but get cut
off within 30 seconds
when Opposition mem-
bers question the
government.

DMK leader T.R. Baalu
said Mr. Birla was a gentle-
man under pressure. “He
is such a gentleman, but I
don’t know what went
wrong with him. He has
suspended so many MPs in
the last seven years. But
why does he have to take
such harsh steps?” Mr. Baa-
lu said.

JD(U) leader and Union
Minister Rajiv Ranjan
Singh said the no-confi-
dence motion was nothing
but an attempt to keep the
Speaker under pressure.
“To maintain the decorum
and dignity of the House,
the Speaker has to control
unruly members,” he said.

Opposition, govt. spar
over ‘rural distress’
during debate in RS

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Opposition MPs attacked
the Centre over decrease
in funds to the rural sector
and its “inability to address
rural distress” during a de-
bate on the working of the
Union Ministry of Rural De-
velopment in the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday.

BJP members, coun-
tered the attack, and said
that the Narendra Modi go-
vernment believed in
building strong villages.

Initiating the debate,
BJP MP K. Laxman said the
Union government had
uplifted rural lives. “Modi
government increased the
allocation to the rural em-
ployment scheme by 40%
compared to the UPA re-
gime,” he said, adding that
the VB-G RAM G scheme
was a transparent scheme.

CM
K

Congress MP Rajani Pa-
til said statistics looked
good on paper but the
ground reality in villages
was different. “Unemploy-
ment is increasing. Farm-
ers are in distress,” she
said.

Trinamool Congress MP
Mohammed Nadimul
Haque said the Union go-
vernment was adopting a
“step-motherly” attitude to
West Bengal, and asked the
Centre to explain the rea-
sons for withholding funds
meant for rural schemes.
He termed the VB-GRAM G
Act “a hasty piece of
legislation”.

Nominated MP Sudha
Murty said the government
was doing good work in
skilling rural persons.

CPI(M) MP John Brittas
said there was a rural dis-
tress and the Centre was
not addressing it.

Opposition walks out of Rajya Sabha
over refusal to discuss West Bengal SIR

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Opposition parties
staged a walkout in the Ra-
jya Sabha on Tuesday after
Chairman C.P. Radhakrish-
nan refused their demand
for a fresh discussion on
the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls
in West Bengal.

The confrontation be-
gan when Trinamool Con-
gress leader Derek O’Brien
attempted to raise a point
of order pressing for a de-
bate on the SIR exercise.
Mr. Radhakrishnan reject-
ed the plea, stating that
adequate time had already
been given during the Win-
ter Session for discussions
on electoral reforms.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge backed
Mr. O’Brien’s demand, call-
ing it “very important”.
Mr. Radhakrishnan’s re-

Call for debate: Proceedings under way in the Rajya Sabha during
the Budget Session on Tuesday. SANSAD TV

peated pleas for restoring
order had little impact on
the protesting Opposition
members, who then staged
a walkout.

Following the walkout,
Leader of the House J.P.
Nadda accused the Opposi-
tion of avoiding substan-
tive debate. The senior
Bharatiya Janata Party
leader said extensive dis-

cussions, spanning 15 to 16
hours, had taken place on
electoral reforms, includ-
ing the SIR. He added that
the Opposition had walked
out without hearing the go-
vernment’s reply to the
debate.

Nadda’s charge
He reiterated the charge he
had levelled on Monday,

accusing the Opposition of
undermining democratic
norms and “bringing about
anarchy”.

The dispute continued
into Question Hour, where
Trinamool Congress MP
Sukhendu Sekhar Ray used
a brief preface to question
the Centre’s “coercive
measures” in West Bengal
under the SIR. He pointed
to Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s five-day dharna,
saying it underscored
threats to the fundamental
rights of millions. Mr. Ray
urged the Centre to send
representatives to investi-
gate why only West Bengal
was being subjected to
such measures.

Responding to his alle-
gations, Mr. Nadda ac-
cused the West Bengal go-
vernment of ignoring the
rules and regulations. He
added that “a lady Chief
Minister has disrespected a
lady President of India.”

Fast-tracking Bill on
women’s quota may
influence U.P. polls

NEWS ANALYSIS

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The timing of the govern-
ment’s feelers to Opposi-
tion leaders seeking their
opinion on bringing in an
amendment to advance
the timeline for imple-
menting the Constitution
(One Hundred and Sixth
Amendment) Act, or the
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhini-
yam (women’s reservation
Bill), which seeks to allo-
cate 33% of seats in directly
elected legislative bodies
such as the Lok Sabha and
Assemblies for women, is
notable.

In 2027, elections will be
held in seven States, four
of them ruled by the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party. Among
them, Uttar Pradesh is the
biggest prize and a major
challenge. The BJP, seeking
a third straight term, faces
declining numbers, from a
historic 312 Assembly seats
in 2017 to 255 in 2022. If
the 2024 Lok Sabha votes
are mapped to Assembly
segments, the Samajwadi
Party leads in 178 seats,
and with ally Congress, the
bloc crosses the majority
mark in the 403-member
House.

Internal discontent
within the BJP adds pres-
sure. While the party has
so far contained factional
strains, they are surfacing.
In January, the BJP MLA for
Charkhari led a protest
against the State Water Mi-
nister, an unusual public
display of dissent.

Element of surprise
Despite being an informal
pre-legislative consultation
effort, the Centre’s move
retains an element of sur-
prise. With only a year left
for the Uttar Pradesh elec-
tion, Opposition parties
cannot finalise candidates
until the government noti-
fies which seats will be re-
served for women. This
disrupts their planning
cycles.

The Uttar Pradesh’s As-
sembly has historically had
low female representation.
Only 51 women MLAs cur-
rently serve in the House,
about 12.6%. This mirrors
the national picture, where
only about 14% of MPs in
the 18th Lok Sabha are wo-
men. The BJP has 30 of
these 51 women MLAs,

Only about 14% of MPs in the
18th Lok Sabha are women. PTI

while the SP has 15.

An SP leader admitted
the BJP is better positioned
to find women candidates
because more women oc-
cupy organisational ranks
within the party.

Caste discontent

Caste tensions threaten the
BJP’s electoral calculus.
Brahmins, a core BJP con-
stituency, feel sidelined
under Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, whose admi-
nistration is seen as favour-
ing Thakurs.

The sharper concern,
however, is the erosion of
the OBC support. In the
2024 Lok Sabha election,
the BJP’s Uttar Pradesh tal-
ly fell from 62 to 33 seats,
signalling a drift among the
OBC voters. The SP leader
quoted earlier doubted
whether women’s reserva-
tion could bridge these
caste grievances. “Women
candidates do not exist in a
casteless vacuum,” he said.

India’s struggle with wo-
men’s political representa-
tion goes back to Indepen-
dence. The Constituent
Assembly had only 15 wo-
men members. Early lead-
ers such as Renuka Ray op-
posed women’s quotas,
arguing that they might pi-
geonhole women and that
ability should determine
selection.

However, decades of
low representation gra-
dually altered the consen-
sus. Accelerating imple-
mentation would break a
political deadlock that has
lasted three decades.

Women have emerged
as a stable support base for
the BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance in many
States. Moving from sym-
bolic commitment to ac-
tual reservation could dee-
pen it. Whether women
prefer voting for women
remains inconclusive, but
the political signal matters.
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Committed to protecting the

Aravalli hills, says Minister

Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav said the
Union Government is committed to conserving
the Aravalli ranges during a Rajya Sabha debate
on Tuesday. The Opposition walked out, alleging
objectionable language and demanding an
apology. Earlier, Mr. Yadav accused the erstwhile
Ashok Gehlot-led Congress government in
Rajasthan of encouraging illegal mining in the
Aravalli hills. “The Supreme Court took
cognisance because of rampant illegal mining in
Aravalli during Ashok Gehlot’s regime. In 2012,
when Gehlot’s government was resorting to
illegal mining in Rajasthan, I had raised this
issue,” Mr. Yadav said. He said the Centre has
already banned illegal mining in Delhi,
Faridabad, and Gurugram and is considering the
setting up of a High Powered Committee, as per

Supreme Court’s directions.

Al to levy fuel surcharge due

to increase in ATF prices

Air fares are set to rise after Air India said it will
introduce a ¥400 fuel surcharge on domestic
flights, while international passengers will have
to pay an additional $10-$50 over the existing
surcharge amid a rise in aviation fuel prices. All
new bookings made from March 12 will attract a
fuel surcharge of 400 on domestic flights. For
international routes, passengers will pay an
additional $10 on West Asia flights, while the
surcharge for Southeast Asia routes will increase
from $40 to $60, and for Africa routes from $60
to $90. From March 18, the fuel surcharge on
flights to Europe will rise from $100 to $125.

Delhi sends
fuel to Dhaka
via ‘friendship
pipeline’

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

In a positive turn in bilater-
al relation, India has sent a
major consignment of die-
sel to Bangladesh as Dhaka
deals with critical shortfall
in petroleum against the
backdrop of the West Asia
conflict, official sources
here have confirmed.

The Hindu was told that
apart from the 5,000
tonnes of diesel from In-
dia’s Numaligarh refinery
that was purchased by
Bangladesh this week,
there is a request from
Bangladesh for more pe-
troleum supplies but that
will be addressed after
prioritising India’s domes-
tic demands.

Sources have described
the supply as “regular on-
going energy trade bet-
ween the two countries”.
The supply was completed
using the ‘friendship pipe-
line’ that was operational-
ised in 2023.

“The supply was made
by using the existing pipe-
line and that it can be util-
ised to send more based on
the demand from Bangla-
desh and the dynamics of
supply side,” an official
from Dhaka said while ap-
preciating the move.

Official sources said that
more energy flow to Dhaka
will be considered based
on fuel availability in India,
which is “being closely
watched”.

SC seeks balance; govt. says
IT Rules do not curb satire

Petitioners question who decides if content about the government is fake or misleading, and warn

against the state becoming the ‘sole arbiter of truth’; Centre tells SC ‘we know it when we see it’

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday sought

balance between
protecting the nation
against fake online content
and safeguarding the right
to free speech while the
Centre defended that its In-
formation Technology
Rules was not meant to
curb humour, satire or crit-
icism of the government.

“There is no intention
under the statute [Informa-
tion Technology Act] or
the Rules to curb any hu-
mour, statute, expression
of view, critical expression
of view and criticism,” Sol-
icitor-General Tushar Meh-
ta, for the Union govern-
ment, addressed a Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant.

In fact, the government
had notified the formation
of a Fact Checking Unit
(FCU) under the Press In-
formation Bureau through
a notification issued in
March 2024 via the Infor-
mation Technology (Inter-
mediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, amended in April
2023. The FCU was meant
to act as a “deterrent”
against the creation and
dissemination of fake news
or misinformation regard-

importance. It would be better for

the Supreme Court to lay down the
law. The issues flagged by the High -{ﬁ )}
Court leads to the question of how to
balance rights without destroying the
individual constitutional rights

JUSTICE SURYA KANT
Chief Justice of India

ing the “business” of the
Centre. The Amendment
Rules and the establish-
ment of the FCU had come
under the judicial scrutiny
of the Bombay High Court
through petitions filed by
the Editors Guild of India
and stand-up comedian
Kunal Kamra.

The High Court had, in
September 2024, struck
down the FCU notification
and concluded the amend-
ed IT Rules of 2023 “un-
constitutional” and viola-
tive of Article 14 (right to
equality), 19 (freedom of
speech and expression)
and 19(1)(g) (freedom and
right to profession) of the
Constitution. It had con-
cluded that the expression
“fake, false and mislead-
ing” in the Rules was
“vague and hence wrong”
in the absence of any defi-
nition. The High Court had
said the government can-
not assume the role of the

The question raised in
the caseis of paramount |

o

“sole arbiter of truth”.

The Centre appealed in
the Supreme Court against
the High Court decision,
saying it had no subversive
intention to crush free
speech.

Senior advocates Arvind
Datar and N.H. Seervai, for
parties including the Edi-
tors Guild, Association of
Indian Magazines, News
Broadcasters of Digital As-
sociation and Mr. Kamra,
asked who in the FCU
would decide if a particu-
lar content was fake or not.

“Who mans the FCU?
How can such a unit be
formed on the basis of a
notification? The High
Court had merely asked
the government to frame
proper Rules,” Mr. Datar
submitted.

“The question raised in
the case is of paramount
importance. It would be
better for the Supreme
Court to lay down the law.

The issues flagged by the
High Court leads to the
question of how to balance
rights without destroying
the individual constitution-
al rights,” Chief Justice
Kant observed.

The Chief Justice howev-
er indicated that some of
the online platforms con-
ducted themselves in an of-
fensive manner. “You can
damage a personal life...
you can damage the na-
tion... I am bothered about
the impact on the nation,”
the CJI said.

Mr. Datar said whatever
was misleading or fake
should be taken down.
“But then who defines
‘misleading’?” he asked.

Need clear guidelines

“There should be clear
guidelines,” the CJI res-
ponded, “but, at the same
time, shifting all the onus
on the state machinery
without putting any obliga-
tions on those who play
mischief requires a lot of
consideration” the CJI res-
ponded.

“When we see it, we
know it is fake,” Mr. Mehta
interjected.

Issuing notice on the
special leave petition by
the Centre, the court re-
fused Mr. Mehta’s request
to stay the High Court deci-
sion.

NCERT issues
apology over
graft reference
in textbook

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

After the Supreme Court of
India pulled up the Nation-
al Council of Educational
Research and Training ov-
er a reference to “corrup-
tion” in the judiciary in a
Class 8 social science text-
book, the NCERT on Tues-
day) issued an “uncondi-
tional and unqualified
apology” for the chapter in
question.

The Supreme Court had
registered a suo motu case
over the reference and the
NCERT was quick to with-
draw the book and issue an
apology for the “error in
judgement” that had
“crept into” the book. Ho-
wever, the court had ques-
tioned the NCERTs initial
statement.

On Tuesday, the NCERT
issued a statement, saying,
“The Director and Mem-
bers of NCERT hereby ten-
der an unconditional and
unqualified apology for the
said Chapter IV. The entire
book has been withdrawn
and is not available.”

The NCERT added that
it “sincerely regrets the in-
convenience caused and
appreciated the under-
standing of all stakehol-
ders”. It also said that the
NCERT “remains commit-
ted to maintaining the
highest standards of accu-
racy, sensitivity, and res-
ponsibility in educational
content”.

Govt. told X, Instagram to take down critical,
satirical posts on PM, UGC equity regulations

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

The Union government has
issued a spate of takedown
orders for posts satirising,
criticising, and mocking
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and accounts critical
of the government in res-
ponse to the UGC equity
regulations on X and Insta-
gram.

Over the past month,
posts that were taken
down on X include a refe-
rence by Hotmail co-foun-
der Sabeer Bhatia to a viral
mistranscription of a San-
skrit subhashita by Mr. Mo-
di; criticism of targeting of
minorities in India; and
two animated satirical car-
toons featuring the Prime
Minister.

The Hindu counted do-
zens of such posts in a re-
view of takedown orders

Social media firms comply with
takedown orders by making
posts invisible in India.

posted by affected users,
but comprehensive statis-
tics are not available, as
these orders are confiden-
tial.

Social media firms
comply with takedown or-
ders by making posts invis-
ible in India, while they re-
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main available in other
countries.

Three-fold increase

The Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy and the Ministry of In-
formation and Broadcast-
ing did not respond to
questions from The Hindu
on a sample of these take-
down notices. Meta and X
did not respond to a re-
quest for comment. Data
from Meta show that local-
ised takedowns tripled in
the first half of 2025 com-
pared with the corres-
ponding period two years
earlier.

When The Wire put out
two satirical music videos
featuring Mr. Modi, they
were targeted with take-
down notices on both X
and Meta’s Instagram, and
when the site’s founding
editor, Siddharth Varada-
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rajan, reposted the second
cartoon, the repost was al-
so taken down.

The Congress com-
plained that nine Al-gener-
ated posts (labelled as
such) were taken down in
February.

It is unclear how many
orders have been issued in
recent weeks. X, which
used to publish such or-
ders on a third party plat-
form, no longer does so.
Orders under Section 69A
of the IT Act, 2000, are
confidential, one senior of-
ficial pointed out.

‘No choice’

One industry source said
that while orders under
another Section, 79(3)(b),
aren’t binding, social me-
dia platforms have “no
choice” but to comply
since the takedown time-
lines were reduced to two
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Stubbing member's foot softly, walk unsteadily (4)

Party food includes extra spicy, tasty appetisers for starters (6)
Often a weak point hits large deer (7)

Wealth of old, posh lecturer invested in British coins (8)

In Riyadh, a situation that's beyond control (3,4,3)

Wodehouse character - positive male in this novel (6)

to three hours last month.
Pranesh Prakash, foun-
der, the Centre for Internet
and Society, wrote on X
that the takedowns were
“unconstitutional” as they
gave users no prior notice.
On Instagram, an ac-
count belonging to an Hin-
du activist, Sarthak Bha-
gat, who recently
protested against the mur-
der of 26-year-old Tarun
Bhutolia in Uttam Nagar,
Delhi during Holi, and has
over 2.7 lakh followers,
was withheld in India.
@woke kashmiri,
another right wing account
with over two lakh follow-
ers, was also withheld with
no explanation. Both ac-
counts also spoke out
against the University
Grants Commission (Pro-
motion of Equity in Higher
Education Institutions)
Regulations, 2026.
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Venugopal’s book is an attempt to
come to terms with himself: Ram

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

People write autobiogra-
phies for different reasons
and motivations — from
confession to self-discov-
ery — and the one written
by former Attorney-Gener-
al of India K.K. Venugopal
is an attempt to “come to
terms with himself”, N.
Ram, Director, The Hindu
Group, said on Tuesday.

Speaking at a discussion
on Mr. Venugopal’s book
An Accidental Lawyer — My
Adventures in Law and
Life, Mr. Ram said the auto-
biography sought to find
the author himself, and
that is what is appealing
about it and makes it very
readable.

He said Mr. Venugopal’s
book is, in a sense, an at-
tempt to come to terms
with himself and not just as
a lawyer.
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(From left) Diviya Kapur, N. Ram, Subhashini Ali, and Raian

Karanjawala at a panel discussion on the book An Accidental
Lawyer in New Delhi on Tuesday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

“At the same time, (the
autobiography talks about)
important cases, like the
shock of being in Delhi in
1984 during the anti-Sikh
genocidal violence. Later
on, the violent, barbaric
act of Babri masjid demoli-
tion, when he says I hang
my head in shame... re-
build it, and he was told
no, you cannot do that by
the then Attorney-General,

FAITH

are other interesting cas-
es,” Mr. Ram said.

Former MP Subhashini
Ali said that while Mr. Ve-
nugopal talks about issues
like the anti-Sikh riots and
the Babri Masjid demoli-
tion, he has kept quiet
about many issues facing
the country, especially so
when he was the Attorney-
General of India from July
2017 till September 2022.

Two symbolic trees

From Vyasa the Mahabharata was passed on to Roma
rishi, and from him to Suta Pauranika, and from Suta Pau-
ranika it was passed on to Saunaka. We find that different
people narrated the Mahabharata, the listeners too being
different in each case, said Thenthirupperai Aravindalo-
chanan in a discourse. Sage Vyasa went to the venue
where Janamejaya was performing a sacrifice. He appoint-
ed Vaisampayana to narrate the Mahabharata to Janame-
jaya. Vaisampayana narrated the story to king Janamejaya
and also to all the people gathered there. But it was Nara-
da who narrated the Mahabharata to the devas.

The Mahabharata can be seen as a tree, with Duryodha-
na, who is anger personified, being the tree. The lower
portion of this tree of anger is Karna. Sakuni constitutes
the leaves, and the root is Dhritarashtra. Had Dhritarash-
tra not been swayed by affection for his son Duryodhana,
he would have checked him and war could have been
averted. So, he is seen as the root cause of all the trouble
that ensued. There is another way in which the Mahabha-
rata can be seen as a tree. It is a tree of dharma, Yudhish-
thira being this tree. The lower portion of this tree is Arju-
na, the branches are Bhima, fruits and flowers are
represented by Nakula and Sahadeva. Lord Krishna is the
root of this tree. These representations of the Mahabhara-
ta as trees help us see why the Kaurava defeat was inevit-
able. When decisions are made in anger and jealousy, how
can one be victorious? On the other hand, we have the
Pandavas, with Yudhishthira being visualised as a tree of
dharma. Lord Krishna Himself is the main root of this tree.
Pandava victory was, therefore, certain.
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Sensex, Nifty bounce back

on retreating crude oil prices

Stock market benchmark indices Sensex and
Nifty ended almost 1% higher on Tuesday after
two days of massive decline, following a drop in
crude oil prices and recovery in global peers
amid indications the West Asia crisis could end
soon. The 30-share BSE Sensex jumped 639.82
points or 0.82% to settle at 78,205.98. During the
day, it surged 960.09 points, or 1.23%, to
78,526.25. The 50-share NSE Nifty climbed 233.55
points, or 0.97%, to end at 24,261.60. e

No storage/dwell time charges
for stranded containers: JNPA

The Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority (JNPA), in
compliance with the Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways directives, waived storage/dwell
charges and Reefer Plug-in charges for West
Asia-bound export containers stranded at port
area on account of geopolitical disturbances in
the region. This is to mitigate the hardships faced
by the port users due to the ongoing war. The
JNPA provided for storage of stranded containers
at its container yards till the cargo is shipped out.

Dutch aviation veteran Pieter
Elbers quits as IndiGo CEO

IndiGo CEO Pieter Elbers resigned three months
after the airline faced network-wide flight
disruptions. He would be relieved from March 10.
Promoter and MD Rahul Bhatia would assume
charge of the management on an interim basis,
as per a statement. IndiGo is likely to announce a
new CEO soon. Mr. Elbers, formerly of KLM
Royal Dutch Airlines, joined IndiGo in August
2022 after the pandemic and steered the airline
through a challenging phase for global aviation.

Union Cabinet tweaks
2020 rules to allow
Chinese investments

Press Note 3 issued in 2020 had said all investments from countries

sharing a land border with India would need the Centre’s approval first

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union Cabinet
I has amended its
2020 rules that had

placed restrictions on fo-
reign direct investment
from countries that shared
a land border with India,
the government an-
nounced on Tuesday.

The amendment now
incorporates a provision of
‘beneficial ownership’ and
specifies that companies
with non-controlling stake
belonging to entities from
these countries can invest
in India without first seek-
ing Indian government
approval.

Press Note 3, issued in
2020, had specified that
any entity of a country that
shares a land border with
India can invest in India
only after securing Govern-
ment approval. Earlier, this
rule had applied only to

-

The amendment incorporates a
‘beneficial ownership’ provision

entities in Bangladesh and
Pakistan. The 2020 rule ex-
panded this to the other
countries that shared a
land border with India,
with the biggest investor
by far being China.

“The Union Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi has ap-
proved changes in guide-
lines on investments from
countries sharing land bor-
der with India (LBCs),” the
government said in a re-
lease. “Investors with non-

controlling LBC beneficial
ownership of up to 10%
shall be permitted under
the automatic route as per
the applicable sectoral
caps, entry routes, atten-
dant conditions,” the go-
vernment said. “Such in-
vestments shall be subject
to the reporting of relevant
information/details by the
investee entity to the De-
partment for Promotion of
Industry and Internal
Trade of India (DPIIT).”

Apart from these, the
government added that
proposals for LBC invest-
ments in specified sectors
such as the manufacture of
electronic capital goods,
electronic components,
polysilicon and ingot-wafer
“shall be processed and
decided within 60 days”.

The Committee of Se-
cretaries under the Cabi-
net Secretary may also re-
vise the list of specified
sectors.

‘Record foodgrain output likely’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The foodgrain production
scenario in the country ap-
pears very strong and at a
record level, the Second
Advance Estimates of pro-
duction of major crops for
2025-26, released by Un-

ion Agriculture Ministry
here noted. Minister Shiv-
raj Singh Chouhan said the
Government was continu-
ously working towards the
development of agricultu-
ral sector and for the pros-
perity of farmers. “As a re-
sult, our agriculture sector
is making steady progress,”

the Minister said.
Government data
showed foodgrain output
in kharif at an estimated
1741.44 lakh metric tonne
(LMT) and rabi foodgrain
production at 1745.13 LMT.
This was approximately 46
LMT (2.8%) and 53 LMT
(3.2%) higher year-on-year.

o+
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Fall Feb: This is the steepest decline since February 2021, when SIP
contributions dipped 6%. GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK

SIPs see the worst
February in 5 years

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

Monthly contributions to
mutual fund schemes
through systematic invest-
ment plans (SIPs) dipped
3.7% t0 329,845 crore in Fe-
bruary 2026 as against
331,002 crore in the pre-
vious month, according to
data from the Association
of Mutual Funds of India
(AMFI) and CMIE.

This is the steepest de-
cline since February 2021,
when SIP contributions
dipped 6%, a comparison
of February month contri-
bution shows.

The decline also comes
after contributions in Janu-
ary 2026 stagnated at
331,002 crore compared
with December 2025. Mo-
reover, the number of con-
tributing SIPs fell 5% to
9.44 crore accounts from
9.9 crore accounts. SIPs,
one of the most-sought af-
ter routes to invest in mu-
tual funds, have reduced
by this quantum both on
value and volume, follow-
ing continued global
shocks that kept markets
volatile.

However, Venkat Chala-
sani, CEO of AMFI said,
“The marginal moderation

compared with recent
months is primarily due to
February being a shorter
month, with some end-of-
month SIP instalments typ-
ically getting processed in
early March.”

Net inflows into gold ex-
change traded fund (ETF)
fell 78% to ¥5,249.5 crore,
after two months of conti-
nued investor inflow into
the category, according to
data released on March 10.

The net inflow into this
category of investment,
which tracks gold prices,
was up as high as 324,040
crore as of January 2026.

“Gold ETFs, which saw
record inflows in January
2026, appear to have mod-
erated, suggesting that
some of that defensive po-
sitioning is unwinding,”
said Nitin Agrawal, CEO,
Mutual Funds, InCred
Money.

The overall inflows in all
open-ended schemes fell
39% to I94,194.01 crore in
the reporting month as
against 31,56,508.12 crore
in the previous month.

To be sure, overall in-
flows have been reducing
for seven consecutive
months now, although Fe-
bruary 2026 saw the slow-
est pace of decline.

Govt. invokes
Essential
Commodities
Act for natural
gas allocation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Invoking the Essential
Commodities Act, 1955,
the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas (MoPNG)
has sought diverting natu-
ral gas to certain priority
sectors with a tiered
structure.

In a gazette notification
dated March 9, the Minis-
try underlined domestic
piped natural gas (PNG),
Compressed Natural Gas
(CNG) for vehicular fuel,
and Liquified Petroleum
Gas (LPG) production
alongside fertilizer manu-
facturing, tea industries,
manufacturing and other
industrial consumers,
among the priority sectors.

Earlier this week, the
Centre had invoked the Es-
sential Commodities Act
for prioritising LPG supply
to domestic consumers.

The latest gazette notifi-
cation introduced tiered al-
location priorities to each
of the mentioned sectors.
For example, domestic
piped natural gas supply,
CNG for transport and LPG
production, among others,
have been accorded for
“priority allocation” with
supplies to be upheld unin-
terrupted at “hundred per
cent”, subject to opera-
tional availability.

This would be premised
on their average consump-
tion from the previous six
months. Fertilizer plants
would be supplied 70% of
consumption require-
ments, premised on their
average consumption in
the previous six months.

MALABAR CANCER CENTRE
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basis.
The last date for submitting online applications are 09.04.2026 at S5PM.

B TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF ANDHRA PRADESH LIMITED

(A Government of Andhra Pradesh Undertaking & An IS0 27001-2022 Certified Company)

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The APTRANSCOQ invites bids online for Spec.No. PMM32-e-19/2026:Supply of 740
Nos. 33 KV Polymer LAs and 68 Nos. 220 KV Polymer LAs with 31mm/kV creep
age distance. Date & Time of availability of above tender: 11.03.2026 at 6:00 PM.
Website: www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in. Contact No. CE/Transmission:
0866-2429230. Sd/-
R.0. No. GMCC/APTRANSC0/67/26 Chief Engineer/Transmission

Office of the Project Director (Housing)
Rajasthan Urban Drinking Water Sewerage & Infrastructure
Corporation Limited
4-Sa-24, Jawahar Nagar, Jaipur-302004 (RAJ.)

Tel & fax : 0141-4001187, Email: rudsico.housing@rajasthan.gov.in

Details are available in mec. kerala.gov.in, Sdi- Director

JES] KOLKATA MUNICIPAL CORPORATION e TENDER

ABRIDGED NIT

The Director General, P&D Department, KMC invites online
e-tender/quotation expression of interest of lower bidder for the under
mentioned work:

NIT No. : KMC/D.G.(P_D)/C/093/2025-26 (1st Call)

Name of the work: Refurbishment by desilting and lining of brick
sewer along Old Court House Street, Hemanta Basu Sarani,
Government Place (East, North, West), Netaji Subhas Road, Council
House Street at B.B.D. Bag area in Ward No. 45 under Br-V.
Estimated value: Tender amount to be quoted by the bidder. Earnest
money: T 10,00,000.00 (The balance amount of earnest money fall
short of 2% of quoted tendered amount will be deposited by the
successful bidder in the form of demand draft in favour of "The
Kolkata Municipal Corporation”). Period of completion: 24 (Twenty
Four) months. Pre-bid meeting (date & time): 19.03.2026 (12 Noon).
Place of pre-bid meeting: Office of the Director General, P&D
Department, KMC, 19, Nellie Sengupta Sarani, Kolkata-700087. Bid
submission start date (online): 27.03.2026 (11.30 A.M.). Last date and
time of submission of bid: 28.04.2026 (11.30 A.M.). Bid opening date
for technical proposals (online): 30.04.2026 (1 P.M.). The bid forms
and other details are available on and from 11.03.2026 (11.30 A.M.)
from the website: hitps:/ilwbtenders.gov.in (2378/25-26)

Kerala Maritime Board ./
(A statutory Board of Govt. of Kerala) "
HO TC XXI1/1666 (4&5)
1st Floor, Mulamoottil Building Pipinmoodu,
Sasthamangalam, PIN: 695010

TENDER NOTICE

RFP for Integrated Development of Coastal Assets
at Thalassery, Kannur, Kerala on PPP mode

The Kerala Maritime Board (KMB) invites a
tender for the Integrated Development of Coastal
Assets at Thalassery, Kannur, Kerala on PPP
mode [Etender Number: 2026_KMB_828713_2]
in Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode. The
detailed tender document can be downloaded
from Government of Kerala's e-procurement portal
(www.etenders.kerala.gov.in).
Proposals must be submitted on or before
26-03-2026, 06.55 PM. For further information
contact us on 0471-2910040/ 9544410029 or email
us to kmb.kerala@gmail.com

For updates visit: www.kmb.kerala.gov.in
D3/255/2026

Sd/-

No. RUDSICO/PD (H.)/Jpr/2025-26/1030 Date: 27.02.2026
Notice Inviting Bid

Bids for Selection of Agency for Providing Manpower for Establishment &

Operation of State Level Technical Cell (SLTC) & City Level Technical Cell (CLTC)

under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban 2.0 “Mission-Housing for All” in Rajasthan

up to 18:00hrs, 23.03.2026 under two bid system on E-procurement for E-NIT

23/2025-26. Other particulars of the Bids may be visited on the procurement portal

(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http:/isppp.raj.nic.in of the state. The total
approximate value of procurementis Rs. 2631.76 Lacs.

E-NIT No. 23/2025-26
UBN-RDP2526SLOB00135

General Manager

Raj.Samwad/C/25/22001 RUDSICO, Jaipur

THE SINGARENI COLLIERIES COMPANY LIMITED

(A Government Company)

Singareni Thermal Power Project
Jaipur(V&M), Mancherial (Dist.), Telangana (State)-504216

_Expression of Interest )
The following Expression of Interest (EOI) has been
hosted in SCCL Website.
For complete details, please visit https://sccimines.com
Phone No: 94911 44254, 94911 44780

Description/Subject:

Hiring Consultancy Services for assisting SCCL in incorporation
of Joint Venture Company (JVC) between Singareni Collieries
Company Limited(SCCL) and Rajas than Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Limited(RVUNL) and implementation support after
formation of the Joint Venture Company (JVC).

Last date for Submission of EOI: 18.03.2026, 03.00 PM
GM(E&M), STPP

R.0. NO. : 1246-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2025-26, DATE:- 10.03.2026

TR AR
w1 A R . g
13 TraEw EiR i, e o wes b, A
b - 0141-2222403 -89 iprajasthan lsgd@gmal com SEATE -www Isg urban rajasthan govin
No. F55()PA/CE/FSTP/2025-26/3727 Date:- 06/03/2026

Notice Inviting Bid(NIB)
NIB Code: DLB2526B2577
UBN No.: DLB2526WLOB37171

Online Technical and financial Bids in Single Stage two envelopes are invited on
behalf of governor of Rajasthan by Directorate of Local Bodies for “Design, Supply,
Construction, Testing, Trial run and commissioning of FSTPs towards Faecal Sludge
& Septage Management (FSSM) and 05 years operation and maintenance with
one year defect liability period including supply, testing of vehicle mounted suction
machine for faecal sludge desludging at 100 Nodal Villages in Rajasthan under
Budget Announcement no. 09 of FY 2024-25.”

Details may be seen in the RFP at the website of the State public Procurement
Portal http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in & http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. Interested
bidders may download bid from these websites and submit their proposal online latest
by 06.04.2026 at 12:00 PM. The approximate value of the work is Rs. 739.42 Crore.
(Juikar Pratik Chandrashekhar)
Director Cum Special Secretary

DIPR/C/4985/2026

‘s

o 05

o s, ODISHA STATE SEEDS CORPORATION LIMITED

Tel-MD 0674- 2340573, E-Mail: mdosscltd456@gmail.com

(A GOVERNMENT UNDERTAKING )
SANTARAPUR, BHUBANESWAR- 751002.

year-2025-26.

READ

1001/53/2526

Short e-Tender Call Notice for Procurement of

Certified Vegetable Seeds Mini-kit for the year-2025-26
NIT No. OSSC/Mktg (Hort)-03/2026

Interested bidders may visit the e-tender portal i.e.www.tendersodisha.gov.in for
downloading the document for Procurement of Certified Vegetable Seeds Mini-kit for the

Last date of receipt of tender in portal - 17.03.2026 up-to 05.00 PM.

sd/- Managing Director, OSSC Ltd.
OIPR-1001/1045/1/25-26/0012 e

a BENGALURU SOUTH CITY CORPORATION

; Office of the Executive Engineer,
m Traffic Engineering and Mobility Cell, 2nd Floor,
: 9th Main Road, Jayanagara 2nd Block, Bengaluru - 560011.
No:EE/TE & M Cell/BSCC/TEND/06/2025-26 Date: 10-03-2026
INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)
(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal only)

The Executive Engineer, Traffic Engineering and Mobility
Cell, BSCC, Bengaluru invites Tender from eligible registered
Agencies in any State Government Organization for the

Service detailed below.

SI.
No.

Name of the Project

BHUBANESWAR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
AKASH SHOVA BUILDING, SACHIVALAYA MARG, BHUBANESWAR - 751001
PABX No.0674-2392801 / 0998 / 6437, FAX No.0674-2390633 / 085; Visit us at: http://lwww.bda.gov.in/

EVERY
FORTNIGHT.

1. Nature of works

Invitation For Bids - Bid Identification No.138/EE/BDA/2025-26 Date: 07.03.2026

Executive Engineer, Division-V, BDA on behalf of Bhubaneswar Development Authority, Bhubaneswar
invites percentage rate bids in double cover systemin ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for civil works
as mentioned below :

: Supply Installation Testing and Commissioning of Pre-fabricated
Toilet cum Bath in Police Barrack in BBSR.

Providing 5 Nos. Towing Vehicles of Required Capacity
as per Specification Detailed in Bid Document Complete
on Hire Basis (Including Vehicle, Fuel, Driver and
1 | Maintenance of Vehicle) for Bengaluru South City
Corporation (Zone-1 and 2) for a period of One year.
Amount Put to Tender (Excluding GST) (Rs. in Lakhs):
210.00, EMD Amount (in Rs. in): 3,15,000/-

Calendar of Events: 1) Tender documents can be downloaded
from the GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Website:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 12-03-2026. 2) Last
Date and Time for Queries (through Online only): 16-03-2026
upto 15.00 Hours. 3) Date and Time of Pre Bid Meeting:
16-03-2026 at 16.00 Hours. 4) Last Date and Time for
Receipt of Tenders: 18-03-2026 upto 16.00 Hours. 5) Date
of Opening of Technical Bid: 20-03-2026 at 16.00 Hours.
6) Date of Opening of Financial Bid: 23-03-2026 at 11.30 Hours
(if Possible). Further details can be had from the above office.
Sd/- Executive Engineer (Zone-1 & 2)
Traffic Engineering and Mobility Cell, BSCC.

No. A12024/1/2024-E-IV

Government of India
Ministry of Jal Shakti

. Department of Water Resources,
River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation

VACANCY NOTICE

Mahadayi Water Management Scheme, 2023 has been notified in the

Gazette of India vide Notification No.S.0.2238(E) dated 22.05.2023.

The said scheme mandates to constitute an Authority called as

Mahadayi PRAWAH (Progressive River Authority for Welfare And

Harmony) to give effect to the decisions of the Mahadayi Water

Dispute Tribunal (MWDT). The Authority has come into existence

w.e.f. the date of Notification and would be a body corporate and

having three party States namely Goa, Maharashtra, and Karnataka

with its Headquarters at Goa. All the Capital and Revenue

Expenditure required to be incurred by the Authority shall be borne

by the State Governments of Goa, Karnataka and Maharashtra in

equal ratio.

2. Applications are invited from eligible and suitable officers for filling up
the following posts in Mahadayi PRAWAH (Progressive River
Authority for Welfare & Harmony), Goa on deputation (including
short-term contract) basis:

S. Name Pay Scale No.
No. of the Post of Posts

1 Member Level-14 01
(Environmental Issues) (Rs.144200-218200)

2 Member Level-14 01
(Hydrology) Rs.144200-218200)

3 Member Level-14 01
(Monitoring and Regulation) | (Rs.144200-218200)

4 Director Level-13 01
(Finance) (Rs.123100-215900)

3. Details of the post, eligibility conditions etc. are available at jalshakti-
dowr.gov.in, dopt.gov.in.. Applications (in triplicate) complete in all
respect of suitable and eligible officers and who can be spared
immediately in the event of selection may be sent through proper
channel to: The Under Secretary (Estt.IV), Department of Water
Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal
Shakti, Room No. 435 (B), Shram Shakti Bhavan, Rafi Marg, New
Delhi-110001 and by email at used-mowr@nic.in &
soed-mowr@nic.in, within a period of 45 days from the date of
issue/ publishing of this Advertisement in the Employment News.

4 Advance copies of application not forwarded through proper
channel or application received after the prescribed period or not
accompanied with the requisite information/ documents are liable
to be rejected. (Naravanan Bhattadiri K.P)

Under Secretary to the Govt. of India
Tele. No.: 011-23716252
Email: use4-mowr@nic.in

[Note: The English version shall always prevail in case of any discrepancy or
inconsistency between English version and its Hindi trans/ation.]

2. Total No. of works : 01 (One) No.
To SUBSCRIBE, VISIT 3. Amount putto tender : Rs.77.40 Lakhs
4. Class of Contractor : “B” Class
5. Period of Completion : 03 (Three) Calendar months
6. Cost of Bid Documents : Rs.10,000.00 + 18% GST=Rs.7080.00
(Online transfer by the last date & time for receipt of bids)
7. Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) : 1% of estimated cost put to tender
(Online transfer by the last date & time for receipt of bids)
8. Availability of Tender : From 10.03.2026 to 5.30 PM of 26.03.2026 https://tendersodisha.gov.in.
9. Date of opening of Tender : Dt.30.03.2026 at 11.30 AM
10. Place of opening of Tender : Olo - Executive Engineer, Division-V, BDA, Bhubaneswar.
Further details can be seen from the website: https://tendersodisha.gov.in. Any addendum /
Corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website.
sd/- Executive Engineer, Div.V, BDA, Bhubaneswar.
w OIPR-13001/13033/1/25-26/0042 uad
CM
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Trump, Putin talk of war in Iran

and prospects for peace in Ukraine

BAGHDAD

Iraqgi airspace must not be used

against neighbours, Rubio told

A
U.S. President Donald Trump and Russian counterpart Vladimir
Putin discussed on Monday the war in Iran and prospects for peace
in Ukraine. The Kremlin said Mr. Trump called Mr. Putin, discussing
Russian ideas for a speedy end to the conflict in Iran, the situation in
Ukraine and the impact of Venezuela on the oil market. REUTERS

A

AP

Iraq’s Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani told U.S. Secretary
of State Marco Rubio on Tuesday that Iraq should not be used as a
launch pad for attacks in the West Asia war. Mr. Sudani rejected “any
attempt to drag the country into ongoing conflicts,” as well as
“violations of its airspace by any party”. AFP

WASHINGTON

U.S. designates Afghanistan as ‘state

DORAL

Trump says Vance ‘philosophically’

sponsor of wrongful detention’

different on Iran, downplays split

AFP

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio announced on Monday he has
designated Afghanistan as a “State Sponsor of Wrongful Detention,”
demanding Taliban authorities release two Americans and commit
to ending its “hostage diplomacy”. The Afghan authorities described

the move as “regrettable”. Arp

A

REUTERS

U.S. President Donald Trump said his vice president, JD Vance, was
“philosophically a little bit different than me” at the outset of the
war in Iran even as he dismissed the notion of a disagreement
between the two. “I felt it was something we had to do,” Mr. Trump
said. “l didn’t feel we had a choice.” AP

War will end ‘soon’, claims Trump;
Iran vows to fight ‘as long as needed’

Araghchi rules out negotiations with U.S,, challenging Trump’s claims; Tehran launches attacks on Gulf states, including a

strike on a Manama residential building in Bahrain; Pete Hegseth says Tuesday will see the ‘most intense’ strike on Iran

Agence France-Presse
Associated Press
TEHRAN

Abbas Araghchi said

on Tuesday his coun-
try would keep fighting as
long as necessary, casting
doubt on U.S. President
Donald Trump’s insistence
that the conflict would be
over “soon”.

“It’s going to be ended
soon, and if it starts up
again they’ll be hit even
harder,” Trump told a
news conference in Florida
on Monday, after telling
lawmakers that the cam-
paign would be a “short-
term excursion.”

“We’ve already won in

l ran’s Foreign Minister

LS.
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Hit hard: Rescuers work in the rubble of residential buildings after
air strikes hit Tehran on Monday. REUTERS

many ways, but we haven’t
won enough,” Trump said.
He threatened an attack
of “incalculable” size if
Tehran blocks oil supplies.
“We will hit them so

hard that it will not be pos-
sible for them or anybody
else helping them to ever
recover that section of the
world, if they do anything.”

The remarks from one

of Iran’s top leaders, who
also ruled out negotiations
with Washington, came as
Tehran launched a new
wave of attacks on U.S.-al-
lied Gulf nations hours af-
ter Mr. Trump’s assurances
of a swift end to the rapidly
widening conflict.

Widespread strikes
In Bahrain, authorities said
an Iranian attack hit a resi-
dential building in the cap-
ital, Manama, killing a 29-
year-old woman and
wounding eight persons.
Saudi Arabia said it des-
troyed two drones over its
eastern region and Ku-
wait’s National Guard said
it shot down six drones.

In the United Arab Emi-

rates, firefighters battled a
blaze in the industrial city
of Ruwais after an Iranian
drone strike. No injuries
were reported.

Sirens also sounded in
Jerusalem, and sounds of
explosions could be heard
in Tel Aviv as Israel’s de-
fence systems worked to
intercept barrages from
Iran.

At the Pentagon, U.S. Se-
cretary of War Pete Heg-
seth warned that Tuesday
“will be yet again our most
intense day of strikes in-
side Iran”.

Shortly before the state-
ment, he said “the last 24
hours have seen Iran fire
the lowest amount of mis-
siles they have fired yet”.

Strike near Lebanon’s Tyre
after Israeli Army warning

Agence France-Presse
BEIRUT

A strike hit near the south
Lebanon city of Tyre on
Tuesday, state media re-
ported, after the Israeli
military said it would tar-
get Hezbollah infrastruc-
ture there and warned resi-
dents to leave.

Lebanon was drawn in-
to the West Asia war last
week when Iran-backed
militant group Hezbollah
attacked Israel in response
to the killing of Iranian Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei in U.S.-Israeli
strikes.

Israel, which kept up
strikes targeting Hezbollah
despite a 2024 ceasefire,
has since launched multi-
ple waves of attacks across
Lebanon and sent ground
troops into border areas.

Israeli strikes and mass

Waves of attacks: Smoke rises from the site of an Israeli air strike
in the southern coastal city of Tyre. AFp

evacuation orders have
seen nearly 7 lakh people
flee their homes in Leba-
non in just over a week,
with more than one lakh
leaving in 24 hours, the UN
said.

Lebanese  authorities
have said Israel’s attacks
since March 2 have killed at
least 486 people and
wounded more than 1,300.

Also on Monday, Leba-
nese President Joseph
Aoun accused Hezbollah of
working to “collapse” the
state and expressed Bei-
rut’s readiness for “direct
negotiations” with Israel.

He urged the interna-
tional community to help
implement a four-point
plan which he proposed to
stop the war.

Fragile hope
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Resilient hands: Workers try to repair wires in front of a heavily damaged children’s clinic in Russia-held Donetsk, which local officials say
was hit by a Ukrainian military strike on Monday. AFp

Strait of Hormuz could be a ‘Strait of
defeat’ for U.S., says Iran’s Ali Larijani

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Iran’s Security Council Se-
cretary Ali Larijani res-
ponded to U.S. President
Trump’s threat of hitting
Iran “20 times harder” if
the flow of oil through the
Strait of Hormuz is
stopped, saying the choke-
point could be a “Strait of
defeat” for the U.S.

“Strait of Hormuz will
either be a Strait of peace
and prosperity for all or
will be a Strait of defeat
and suffering for warmon-
gers,” Mr. Larijani posted
in social media in English,
Arabic, Persian, Mandarin,
Russian and French. He
had earlier reposted Mr.
Trump’s post, saying “the
Iranian people do not fear

e

The Iranian people don’t fear your hollow threats; for those greater
than you have failed to erase it, Ali Larijani tells Trump. REUTERS

your hollow threats; for
those greater than you
have failed to erase it... So
beware lest you be the
ones to vanish.”

Earlier in the day, Mr.
Trump threatened Iran
with “death, fire and fury”.

“If Tran does anything

that stops the flow of Oil
within the Strait of Hor-
muz, they will be hit by the
United States of America
TWENTY TIMES HARDER
than they have been hit
thus far. Additionally, we
will take out easily des-
troyable targets that will

make it virtually impossi-
ble for Iran to ever be built
back, as a Nation, again —
Death, Fire, and Fury will
reign upon them,” Mr.
Trump wrote in a post.
“But I hope, and pray, that
it does not happen! This is
a gift from the United
States of America to China,
and all of those Nations
that heavily use the Hor-
muz Strait,” he added.

About 20-21 million bar-
rels of oil move through
the Strait every day.
Around 20% of global LNG
trade also passes through
the Strait, which connects
the Persian Gulf with the
Gulf Oman. Traffic through
the Strait has been disrupt-
ed since the U.S. and Israel
started the war on Febru-
ary 28.

IRGC, built to preserve ‘revolution, is on the frontlines as Iran war spreads

NEWS ANALYSIS

Stanly Johny

On March 6, the seventh
day of the U.S.-Israeli war
on Iran, President Donald
Trump demanded the “un-
conditional surrender” of
Tehran. “There will be no
deal with Iran except un-
conditional surrender! Af-
ter that, the selection of
great and acceptable lead-
er(s), we... will... bring Iran
back from the brink of des-
truction,” Mr. Trump
wrote in a social media
post. Soon after, the Islam-
ic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) issued a
statement that Iran was
“fully prepared for a pro-
longed war”. Ever since
the war broke out, the
IRGC, an elite branch of

Iran’s military, has
emerged as the main pillar
CM
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of the country’s resistance.

The IRGC, or Sepah-e-
Pasdaran, was one of the
earliest revolutionary insti-
tutions decreed by Ayatol-
lah Ruhollah Khomeini af-
ter the 1979 revolution that
brought down the monar-
chy of Shah Mohammed
Reza Pahlavi. One of the
main objectives of the Pas-
daran was to preserve the
revolution and the theo-
cratic, constitutional sys-
tem Khomeini and his fol-
lowers built. The
revolutionaries were wary
of the loyalty of Iran’s regu-
lar Army that was com-
manded by royalists until
the revolution. They want-
ed a fighting force that was
completely loyal to the
clergy. They went on to
build one. Khomeini de-
scribed the Guards as “the
soldiers of Islam”. “Whe-
rever you be, guard your-
selves against the self in

you and from all the Satans
around you,” he told Pas-
daran after the group was
founded.

Loyal Guards

The Iran-Iraq war of 1980-
88 transformed Pasdaran
into a powerful fighting
force. The participation of
ideologically driven
Guards in the war laid the
ground for the IRGC to
emerge as the most in-
fluential wing of the state.
Today, the IRGC and Iran’s
regular military (Artesh)
operate as two parallel
armed wings of the state.
While Artesh and the pol-
ice force are entrusted
with protecting the coun-
try’s territorial integrity
and order at home, Pasda-
ran’s primary responsibili-
ty is the protection of the
revolutionary government.
It has military wing, an
overseas operational unit
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Fully prepared: Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
giving a military salute during a military parade in Tehran. AFP

(Quds Force) and a civilian
voluntary organisation (Ba-
sij) at home.

According to the Lon-
don-based International
Institute for Strategic Stu-
dies, the IRGC has some
1,90,000 trained soldiers
under its command,
roughly half the size of
Iran’s regular forces. The
Guards’ army is spread
across Iran’s 31 provinces.

They also have an ‘aeros-
pace force’ and a navy. It is
the IRGC navy that patrols
Iran’s maritime borders.
At home, the Guards re-
main steadfastly loyal to
the clerical establishment.
Abroad, their responsibili-
ty is to neutralise the revo-
lution’s enemies and ex-
pand the state’s influence.
Its most elite wing perhaps
is the Quds Force (Jerusa-

lem Force), which has
been tasked with this duty.

Though the Quds Force
was formally established in
1988, Pasdaran, from its
early days, had been oper-
ational in other parts of
West Asia. During the Iran-
Iraq war, the Guards set up
a dedicated intelligence
wing called ‘Department
900’ for its overseas opera-
tions. The department was
later merged into the Spe-
cial External Operations
Department, and after the
war, the Quds Force was
formed. As its name sug-
gests, “liberation of Mus-
lim holy places from occu-
pation” is one of the
mandates of the Quds
Force. From its inception,
the IRGC has dedicated re-
sources and energy to
build Shia networks across
West Asia. An Islamic Re-
sistance group was found-
ed in Lebanon after the Is-

raeli invasion of the
country in 1982, which la-
ter became Hezbollah.

Axis of resistance

Iran’s allies are broadly
called the ‘axis of resis-
tance’ — Hamas and Islam-
ic Jihad in the Palestinian
territories; Houthis in Ye-
men, Hezbollah in Leba-
non and various Shia mo-
bilisation brigades in Iraq
and Syria. If the axis has a
command centre, it is the
IRGC. The U.S. has desig-
nated the IRGC as a terro-
rist entity.

When the Guards look
at the region, they see an
Iran surrounded by rivals —
across the Gulf, there are
Sunni monarchies who are
American allies; Syria,

which used to be Iran’s on-
ly state ally in the region, is
today ruled by a former al-
Qaeda jihadist; on the bor-
ders of Lebanon, there is

Israel, the ‘Little Satan’;
and the U.S., ‘the Great Sa-
tan’, has thousands of
troops and advanced wea-
pons in several bases
spread across West Asia.
Beyond the Gulf waters,
American warships and
aircraft carriers are mov-
ing freely. The axis has
been weakened in recent
years, after Israel expand-
ed its October 7 war
against Iran’s allies. In June
2025, six months after the
Assad regime fell in Syria,
Israel bombed Iran. But it
was only the beginning.
The Iranians knew a
wider war was coming. On
February 28, the U.S. and
Israel launched broad
strikes against Iran, killing
Supreme Leader Ali Kha-
menei. For the IRGC, it was
the fulfillment of a prophe-
sy — an existential crisis.
And they are fighting back
with everything they have.
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BONANZA

BCCI announces X131 crore cash

reward for triumphant Team India

PULLED UP

Arshdeep docked 15% of his match

NEW ROLE

Gujarat Titans names Hayden

fee for throwing at Mitchell in final

as batting coach for IPL 2026

e ]
VIJAY SONEJI

The BCCl on Tuesday announced a cash reward of 131 crore for the
entire Indian squad following its third T20 World Cup victory. As per
sources, the 15 players will receive 36 crore each, while the
remaining 41 crore will be distributed among the entire support
staff. The Rohit Sharma-led team was awarded 125 crore in 2024.

EMMANUAL YOGINI

Arshdeep Singh has been fined 15% of his match fee for throwing
the ball “aggressively and inappropriately” at New Zealand batter
Daryl Mitchell during the T20 World Cup final in Ahmedabad. One
demerit point has been added to Arshdeep’s disciplinary record, for
whom it was the first offence in a 24-month period.

FILE PHOTO

Former Australia opener Matthew Hayden has been named as the
batting coach of Gujarat Titans for the upcoming IPL season. A
two-time ODI World Cup-winner and one of the most dominant
batters of his era, Hayden joins the Titans set-up with an illustrious
international career and expertise in T20 batting dynamics.

DEVELOPING SITUATION
FIFA WC ‘too big’ to be postponed

amid global turmoil: COO Schirgi

FIFA's World Cup Chief Operating Officer Heimo Schirgi says the
tournament [scheduled to start on June 11] is “too big” to be
postponed because of global turmoil caused by the US and Israeli
war against Iran. Schirgi said FIFA is in constant contact with Iran’s
football federation for updates, but he wouldn’t share any details.

We wanted to do something
special at home: Suryakumar

The India skipper says his immediate plan is to ‘rest and prepare for the upcoming IPL; he sheds light on how Dhoni —

the Men in Blue’s first T20 World Cup-winning captain — guided him on ‘how to approach an ICC tournament’

T20 WORLD CUP

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

wo days after cap-
T taining India to an
ICC Men’s T20

World Cup title, Suryaku-
mar Yadav is slowly taking
in the enormity of the
achievement that has put
him in the august company
of Kapil Dev, M.S. Dhoni
and Rohit Sharma, who
too helped the team lift ICC
World Cups.

The triumph comes just
months after the Harman-
preet Kaur-led side had
won the Women’s ODI
World Cup at home.

Soon after returning
from Ahmedabad, where
the Men in Blue won a re-
cord third T20 World Cup
title on Sunday, Suryaku-
mar reflected on the side’s
successful campaign and
the road ahead.

“It feels good to win
2024 and 2026 back-to-
back. It is a very special
feeling. When we won in
’24, we thought it would be
so special to do this again

at home in ’26,” Suryaku-
mar said.

“The next target is to
win the Olympic gold in
2028. The team has a good
momentum. If India wins
the T20 World Cup in the
same year, it will be great.”

On being compared to
the likes of Rohit and Dho-
ni, he added: “It feels good
to join that elite company. I
am slowly feeling it. It is a
very special feeling to be
talked about among such
great people. I will try to
do the same in the future
and help India win more
trophies.”

The 35-year-old re-
vealed that he had spoken
to Dhoni ahead of the
showpiece. “He told me
how to approach an ICC
tournament. He told me
that we have a good team,
we just have to be courage-
ous and we will definitely
win. His reaction after the
win was amazing,” he said.

“Now the plan is to rest,
then prepare for the IPL. In

ANUAL YOGINI
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Sanju Samson
smashed two dozens

LI

the next cycle we will start /&

preparing for the Olym-
pics,” he said referring to -

the 2028 Summer Games
in Los Angeles.

out of the park, the

by a batter in ——39

most maximums

an edition

A World Cup where the
willow set the tone

The 2026 ICC T20 extravaganza was marked by
big hits and high scores

India became the
l first team to register

three 250-plus scores
{256 vs. Zimbabwe; 253
vs. England; 255 vs. New

Zealand) in a campaign

The number
l of deliveries
Abhishek

Sharma took for his
half-century in the

final, the fastest of

a The teams
breached the

200-run mark and
defended it successfully

the 2026 competition
and the quickest
inaT20 World Cup
knockout game

it the first side to cross 100 sixesin a

- O 6 India’s tally of maximums, making
e T20! tournament

The overall
batting strike
rate, the best
in history

255

The Men in
Blue’s total
against the
Black Caps was
the highest in
atitle decider
and the best in
a T201 knock-
out game

India {253) and
/ | 99 England (246)
recorded the

highest match aggregate in the
tournament

Sixes struck
7 during the 2026
T20 World Cup,

the highest in an edition

@

The next target
is to bag the
Olympic gold in 2028.
If India wins the T20
World Cup in the same
vear, it will be great
SURYAKUMAR YADAV

SOURCE: ESPNCRICINFO & ICC | COMPILED BY AKANKSHA CHAKRABORTY

Lakshya keen to build on
positives after agonising loss

BADMINTON

Devyanshi Bihani

After another near miss at
the All England Open,
Lakshya Sen said the
gruelling week in Birming-
ham packed with long
matches and formidable
opponents has “given a lot
of confidence” even
though the title slipped
away in the championship
match.

Lakshya became only
the second Indian after his
former coach Prakash Pa-
dukone to make the men’s
singles final of the tourna-
ment twice.

He knocked out World
No. 1 Shi Yuqi and beat
World No. 6 Li Shifeng to
reach the semifinals of the
oldest badminton tourna-
ment.

Lakshya said the semifi-
nal against Canada’s Victor
Lai was one of the most
physically demanding
matches of the week.

“He’s very strong with
his defence. To put the
shuttle down against him,
you really have to wait for
the right chance,” Lakshya
said during a virtual press
conference on Tuesday.

The slow conditions
made finishing points even
harder for him. The drain-
ing contest stretched to 97
minutes and featured an
86-shot rally in the decid-

CM
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A world of good: Lakshya hopes to use the experience gained from
a gruelling tournament to his advantage. AP
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Coming this close and
not getting the final win
feels a little bit
disheartening

ing game. Battling cramps
and a blister on his foot,
the Indian said he had to
block out the pain and take
the match “one point at a
time” to eventually reach
the final.

The physical toll of that
semifinal carried into the
final against Taiwan’s Lin
Chun-Yi.

Lakshya admitted that
despite trying to recover as
much as possible, it was “a
little bit too hard to get

back to 100% on the next
day for recovery.”

Lin, a left-hander
known for his sharp attack-
ing angles, edged the open-
ing game. Lakshya fought
back in the second with
cross smashes to Lin’s
backhand, but at 20-20 Lin
pulled ahead to seal the tit-
le.

“Coming this close and
not getting the final win
feels a little bit dishearten-
ing,” he said. “But it was a
good week in terms of the
whole tournament.”

Looking ahead, Lakshya
said “the focus will be on
recovering well from this
and then keep on building
to peak well in the World
Champs and then the
Asian Games as well”.

Competing under
national flag again
should spur Russians on

PARA ATHLETICS GP

Uthra Ganesan
NEW DELHI

Even as protests against al-
lowing Russian and Belaru-
sian athletes to participate
under their own flag
marked the ongoing Mila-
no-Cortina Winter Para-
lympics, World Para Ath-
letics chief Paul Fitzgerald
backed the decision and in-
sisted it was not unilateral
or arbitrary.

With 26 entries, Russia
will be the second largest
contingent, behind host In-
dia, at the World Para Ath-
letics Grand Prix here that
was officially inaugurated
on Tuesday. The three-day
event begins on Wednes-
day. It will be only the se-
cond time Russian para
track and field athletes will
be participating under
their own flag since 2014.
The first was last month at
the Dubai Grand Prix.

“The International Para-
lympic Committee held a
democratic vote. All mem-
bers got together and de-
cided to allow Russia and
Belarus to become full
members of the Interna-
tional Paralympic Commit-
tee again, which means
they can compete under
their own flag. We’re in the
business of opportunity,”
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World Para Athletics chief
Fitzgerald. FILE PHOTO:

SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Fitzgerald told The Hindu
at the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium.

The IPC decision came
during its General Assemb-
ly in September last year.

“m not a politician,
and I’'m not responsible for
what kind of conflicts are
out there in the world. I'm
in the business of ensuring
that people have access to
equipment, competitive
competitions, and equal
sport. And so I welcome
their return because I
think it’s important for all
athletes with all disabilities
to be able to show what’s
possible,” he added.

While the athletes them-
selves did not turn up, a
couple of Russian officials
at the venue agreed per-
forming under the national
flag was a big motivation,
especially after being
forced to participate as
neutral athletes for more
than a decade.

Healy — a match-winner
who produced her best
on the big occasions

Vivek Krishnan
NEW DELHI

A range of emotions ho-
vered around the hallowed
Western Australia Cricket
Association (WACA)
Ground in Perth on Sunday
as Alyssa Healy bid adieu
after a decorated 16-year
international career. When
the one-off women’s Test
between Australia and In-
dia entered day three, it
was clear that a win for the
host was a matter of for-
mality. With Harmanpreet
Kaur and Co. bundled out
for 149 from an overnight
score of 105 for six in their
second innings, Australia
knocked off the target of 25
with all 10 wickets intact.

Once that was out of the
way, it was time for her
Australian teammates and
the 2,000-odd spectators,
which included husband
and left-arm pacer Mitchell
Starc, to doff their prover-
bial hats to Healy. Having
announced in January that
the multi-format home se-
ries against India would be
her swansong, it was alto-
gether apt that the 35-year-
old wicketkeeper-batter
would sign off with a win.
Success, after all, was the
central motif of her exem-
plary career: she tri-
umphed in 109 out of 126
ODIs, 111 out of 162 T20Is,
and six out of 11 Tests, be-
sides winning eight World
Cups across the two white-
ball formats.

Healy, who inherited
her penchant for wicket-
keeping from her famous
uncle Ian, walks into the
sunset with noteworthy
numbers: she piled up
3,777 runs in ODIs at a
strike rate of 100.69 and
3,054 runs in T20Is at

Great deeds: Healy leaves the arena as one of the legends of the
game. GETTY IMAGES
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Healy amassed 3,777 runs in ODIs
at a strike rate of 100.69 and
3,054 runs in T20Is at 129.79

She scored 502 runs from 11
Tests at an average of under 30
The 35-year-old also took 173
catches and effected 103
stumpings across formats

129.79. The anomaly was
her record in whites — she
scored just 502 runs from
11 Tests at an average of un-
der 30. She also held 173
catches and effected 103
stumpings across formats
at the international arena.

More than the volume of
runs, however, it was her
ability to produce her best
on the big occasions that
defined her greatness.

It is a poignant coinci-
dence that her farewell fell
on March 8. It was six years
ago to the day that she esta-

blished herself as a bona
fide match-winner, smash-
ing a 39-ball 75 against In-
dia in the T20 World Cup
final at a raucous Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground
(MCG). Two years later, in
the summit clash of the
2022 ODI World Cup, Hea-
ly again flourished when it
mattered most — she wal-
loped 170 off just 138 balls
to help Australia amass 356
for five and set up a 71-run
win over England.

“There’s a little bit of
sadness. Just sitting in the
change room and realising
that T don’t really get to
come back,” Healy told the
media at the end.

That emotion will reso-
nate with her admirers, for
they will never get to watch
Healy don the Australian
jersey again.

A landmark year for
Indian women’s sports

Sports Bureau

Indian women’s sports wit-
nessed a breakthrough
year in 2025, with the wo-
men’s cricket and kabaddi
teams clinching the World
Cup in their respective dis-
ciplines.

The Indian blind wo-
men’s cricket team also
scripted history by win-
ning the inaugural Blind
Women’s T20 World Cup.

On the individual front,
19-year-old Divya Desh-
mukh became the first In-
dian woman to win the
FIDE Women’s Chess
World Cup crown. There
was double delight for In-
dian pugilists, with Jais-
mine Lamboria and Mi-
nakshi Hooda clinching the
gold at the World Boxing
Championships.

Olympic medallist Mira-
bai Chanu reinforced her
reputation by bagging the
silver medal at the World

Amul
"SPORTSTAR

ACLS

— 2026
FindiaTriumphs
- prioind by

CASAGRAND

e Aoty vy

@SRM

Weightlifting Champion-
ships, landing her third po-
dium finish at the event.

Up-and-coming badmin-
ton sensation Tanvi Shar-
ma became only the fifth
Indian to reach the final of
the BWF World Junior
Championships, joining an
elite club comprising Apar-
na Popat, Saina Nehwal, Si-
ril Verma, and Sankar
Muthusamy.

While the future of In-

dian women’s sports looks
promising, one mustn’t
forget the contribution of
those who paved the way,
such as former cricket cap-
tains and administrators,
Shantha Rangaswamy and
Diana Edulji. It is this con-
fluence of the past and the
future that Sportstar looks
forward to celebrating at
the 2026 Sportstar Aces
Awards, which is present-
ed by Amul, co-presented
by Casagrand in associa-
tion with SRM Institute of
Science and Technology.

SBI, Christ University,
Bharat Petroleum, LIC,
Sports Authority of Telan-
gana, NTPC, Indian Soft-
ball Cricket Foundation, Ja-
quar And Company Private
Limited are associate
partners.

Reva University is the
education partner. Blue
Star is the cooling partner,
while Times Now is the te-
lecast partner.
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Marusic goal in stoppage time
gives Lazio win over Sassuolo

A stoppage-time goal from Adam Marusic gave
Lazio a 2-1 win over Sassuolo and snapped its
four-game winless streak in Serie A. The result
lifted the capital side one place into 10th, a point
and a place behind Sassuolo.

The results: LaLiga: Espanyol 1 (Garcia 36) drew with Real
Oviedo 1 (Reina 8). Serie A: Lazio 2 (Maldini 2, Marusic 90+2)
bt Sassuolo 1 (Lauriente 35).

Manu tops 10m pistol event
in National trials finals

Olympic medallist Manu Bhaker topped the finals
of women’s 10m pistol event, with a total score of
246.1 points, in the national selection trials T3
(Group A) which concluded in New Delhi on
Tuesday. Trial two winner Sainyam finished
second (241.90 while Esha Singh (220.6) secured
the third spot in the eight-woman final. The
national squad will start another coaching camp
here from Wednesday.

Padel to feature at Asian
Games in Japan this year

The racquet sport of padel has hailed “a
significant moment” in its rapid growth after
being included as a medal event at the Asian
Games in Japan this year. Carlos Alcaraz,
Cristiano Ronaldo and Max Verstappen are all big
fans of the game, which is a mixture of tennis
and squash.

Double delight for Krishna at

sr. Natl. para badminton

Krishna Nagar clinched two gold medals in the
SH6 category of the seventh senior National para
badminton championships in Hyderabad on
Tuesday. Krishna won the singles title, defeating
M.S. Sudarsan 21-10, 21-19 in the final. In mixed
doubles, Krisha and Nithya Sre Sumathy Sivan
defeated Sudarsan and Shreya Kumari 21-7, 21-11.
SHE is a classification for players of short stature,
usually caused by conditions such as dwarfism.

Indian youth boxers shine
with five wins in Futures Cup

Five Indian youth boxers registered wins on the
third day of the World Futures Cup in Bangkok
on Tuesday. Chandrika Pujari (50kg) secured a
5-0 decision over a Venezuelan boxer, while
Joyshree Devi (54kg) posted a RSC victory in the
third round. In men’s division, L. Ambekar
(50kg) also advanced with a 5-0 win. Gunjan
(48kg) edged past her Italian opponent 3-2, while
Prachi (60kg) defeated the competitor from
Ecuador with an RSC victory in the first round.

LIVE TELECAST
v

Hockey: Women’s World Cup Qualifiers, Star Sports Khel &
JioHotstar, 12.45, 3, 5.15 p.m.; India vs Wales, 7.30 p.m.

Bangladesh vs Pakistan: 1st ODI, FanCode, 1.45 p.m.

Champions League: Sony Sports Ten 2, 3 & LIV, 11.15 p.m. &
1.30 a.m. (Thursday)

Be ruthless in front of the goal and
kill the matches, urges coach Marijne

The Dutchman sheds light on the inability to score more frequently from PCs, which eventually led to India dropping points against Scotland

Trust in the process: Marijne says the side is gradually adapting to his style of play. KV.S. GIRI

WWC QUALIFIERS

Anirudh Velamuri
HYDERABAD

espite India being
l) on top of Pool B in
the ongoing FIH

Women’s World Cup Quali-
fiers, head coach Sjoerd
Marijne lamented his side’s
inability to capitalise on its
chances in the 2-2 draw
against  Scotland on
Monday.

“We had nine PCs and
enough possibilities to
score more,” Marijne told
reporters.

“It feels like a loss, and
that is good because you
want to win these matches,
you need to win these
kinds of matches. That’s
what we are working on. I

was happy that we came
back from a goal down. I
like resilience, but it was
not enough to kill the
match.”

Marijne pointed to pe-
nalty corner execution as a
key area that needs
improvement.

“If you get nine PCs, we
mistrap the direction of
the inflexion, the perfor-
mance of where the ball
has to be... all these things
were just not good enough,
and that is something we
have to keep working on.”

The 5l-year-old, cur-
rently in his second stint
with the team, added that
the side is gradually adapt-
ing to his style of play.

“I am happy with the
way the girls really pushed
themselves. And in the
end, we created good op-
portunities. Unfortunately,

we did not make more [of
them]. That is the only
thing I can blame the team
for,” he opined.

“A few really nice at-
tacks, very fast hockey and
good defending. They did
not come much into our
circle. The passing quality
today was better than
against Uruguay. So step-
by-step improvements.”

Looking ahead, Marijne
expects Wales to present a
similar tactical challenge.

“We have a video meet-
ing in the morning and
evening, as well as a train-
ing session [on Tuesday].
We have an important

match against Wales,
which also plays low zone
[like Scotland].

“We have to do better in
that contest, not just in PCs
but also in the shots on
goal”.

Aman, Antim to compete in
Asian c’ships selection trials

WRESTLING

Sports Bureau
KOLKATA

Paris Olympics bronze me-
dallist Aman Sehrawat and
double Worlds bronze me-
dallist Antim Panghal will
compete in men’s 57kg and
women’s 53kg categories
respectively at the selec-
tion trials for the Asian
wrestling championships
to be held on March 17.

Even though the list of
eligible athletes showed
Aman in 61kg weight class
and Antim in 55kg, coach-
es overseeing the camps
confirmed that they would
compete in their usual
categories.

“Since Aman participat-
ed in 61kg at the last Na-
tional championships in
Ahmedabad in December
last, his name has come
under the 61kg list.

“However, he will take

Aman will compete in 57kg.
FILE PHOTO: RITU RAJ KONWAR

part in 57kg,” said coach
Vinod Kumar.

Women’s head coach Vi-
render Dahiya confirmed
that even though Antim’s
name was put in 55kg un-
der similar circumstances,
she would participate in
53kg.

Weight tolerance

Weight tolerance of one kg
will be allowed for the five
lower weight categories

AT 1

Antim will be in the fray in 53kg.
FILE PHOTO: SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

and two kg for the higher
weight classes across all
styles.

Earlier, the trials were
scheduled to be held on
March 9 and 10.

Following the delayed
arrival of Indian teams
from the second Ranking
Series event in Albania due
to flight disruptions owing
to the West Asia crisis, the
trials were postponed to
March 17.

Wasteful India bows out
with defeat to Taiwan

WOMEN’S ASIAN CUP

Press Trust of India
SYDNEY

A profligate India bowed
out of the AFC Women’s
Asian Cup with a 1-3 defeat
to Taiwan in its must-win
last group stage fixture
here on Tuesday, paying a
heavy price for the lack of
finishing touches.

Despite dominating
large portions of the game
and creating numerous op-
portunities, India’s inabili-
ty to convert chances in
the final third proved cost-

ly.

Powerful shot
Manisha Kalyan scored In-
dia’s lone goal in the 39th
minute, the winger un-
leashing a powerful shot
from about 30 yards to find
the target.

Taiwan took the lead in
the 12th minute when Y.H.

End of the line: India had its chances but could not prevail against
Taiwan. THE-AFC.COM

Su slotted the ball inside an
empty goal post after a
horrible back pass from
Sanju to JW. Chen.

Indian custodian Elang-
bam Panthoi Chanu came
off her line hoping to stop
Chen, who successfully
squared the ball to Su.

India struck back after
that, but just before half
time (45+9), Y.Y. Hsu’s pe-
nalty hit the upright corner
of the post and deflected in
off Panthoi.

This was after Pyari
Xaxa handled the ball in-
side the box and the refe-
ree pointed to the spot.

The contest was as good
as over when Yu-Chin
Chen struck Taiwan’s third
goal in the 77th minute,
getting the better of Pan-
thoi after a run down the
right side.

The result:

Taiwan 3 (Su 12, Panthoi 45+9-og,
Chen 77) bt India 1 (Manisha 39).

Arsenal favourite at Leverkusen; Real faces tough outing against Man City

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

Wednesday’s Champions
League action sees Paris
Saint-Germain and Chelsea
meet for the first time since
last year’s Club World Cup
final, while injury hit Real
Madrid hosts Manchester
City in the first leg of their
last-16 tie as the sides clash
in a knockout tie for the
fifth season running.
Premier League leader
Arsenal, which has never
been crowned European
champion, remains on
track for four trophies this
season and will be fa-
voured to progess as it

S

Getting ready: Arsenal’s Gabriel, Zubimendi, Eze, Calafiori and manager Arteta during training. REUTERS

takes on Bayern Leverku-
sen. Mikel Arteta’s men
won all eight matches in
the league phase to cruise

into the last 16, where suc-
cess against Leverkusen
will set up a tie against Bo-
do/Glimt or Sporting.

Central defender Wil-
liam Saliba has missed Ar-
senal’s past two matches
with an ankle issue but

could be back here.

PSG is wobbling as the
reigning European cham-
pion. The Parisians are a
long way off the scintillat-
ing form they showed in
the second half of last sea-
son, with Ballon d’Or win-
ner Ousmane Dembele
one of several players
struggling for fitness — he
is expected to be available
here, however.

Estevao Willian and Ja-
mie Gittens are nearing a
return for Chelsea as it
reignited its chase for
Champions League qualifi-
cation for next season last
midweek with a 4-1 win at
Aston Villa.

Alvaro Arbeloa’s record
15-time European cham-
pion stumbled at home

against Manchester City in
the league phase, back
when Alonso was in
charge.

Its prospects has not ri-
sen much higher since,
particularly with a spate of
injuries including to key
players Kylian Mbappe and
Jude Bellingham, who are
set to miss the first leg at
least. Vinicius Junior, vital
in the play-off round
against Benfica, carries the
keys to Real’s potential suc-
cess here.

For City Erling Haaland
availability remains in
doubt.

The fixtures: Leverkusen vs

Arsenal (11.15 p.m.); Real vs City,
Bodo/Glimt vs Sporting and PSG
vs Chelsea (1.30 a.m., Thursday).

Chacarra, Akshay lead the
field at Indian Open golf

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

— and co-sanctioned with
the DP World Tour, the

Spaniard Eugenio Chacar-
ra will be back to defend
his title but will face stiff
competition from both
home and foreign stars
when the Hero Indian
Open golf tees off on March
26 at the DLF Golf and
Country Club.

With an increased prize
purse of $2.55 million — up
from $2.25 million last year

CM
K

2026 edition of the mar-
quee golfing event in the
country will see participa-
tion from some exciting
new names including
American Akshay Bhatia,
the 24-year-old who re-
cently won the iconic Ar-
nold Palmer Invitational
2026 in Orlando.

Akshay, already a three-
time winner on the PGA
Tour and the youngest to

make it to top-30 (Tour
Championship) in the past
two years, will be in the
spotlight as much as form-
er champion Francesco
Molinari of Italy, a three-
time PGA Tour and six-
time DP World Tour win-
ner, and Rayhan Thomas.

Among the home favou-
rites, 2024 tied runner-up
Veer Ahlawat, Yuvraj Sand-
hu, Manu Gandas and
Shaurya Bhattacharya will
be vying for the title.

Verstappen to
race in the

24 Hours of
Nuerburgring

Reuters
LONDON

Four-time Formula One
world champion Max Ver-
stappen will compete in
the 24 Hours of Nuerburgr-
ing in May with his own
Mercedes GT3 sportscar
team and Red Bull backing,
it was announced on Mon-
day.

Walking Thunder wins the Common Land Plate

HYDERABAD: Trainer L.V.R.
Deshmukh’s Walking Thunder,
ridden by P. Ajeeth Kumar, won
the Common Land Plate, the chief
event of Tuesday’s (Mar. 10) races
here.

The winner is owned by Mr.
Aditya P. Thackersey. Jockey Ant-
ony Raj S scored a grand treble on
the day.

1. SIR BRUCE PLATE (1,400M):
WOLF CREEK (B.R. Kumar) 1, Cape
May (Ajay K) 2, Sadiya (H.M. Ak-
shay) 3 and Lego (Ashad Asbar) 4.
2, 5-3/4 and 2. 1m, 27.48s. 369 (W),
18, 27 and 41 (p). SHP: 71, THP:
102, FP: 628, Q: 421, Tanala: 17,
815. Favourite: Lego. Owners: Mr.
Imran Isa Sayyed, Mr. Saleem
Shah & The Estate of Late Mr. L.
D’Silva. Trainer: R.H. Sequeira.

2. JANGAON PLATE (1,200M):
SHARANGA (Antony Raj S) 1, La
Quinta (Ajay K) 2, Analysis (Ak-
shay K) 3 and Moonlite Rose (I.

Chisty) 4. 3-1/4, Neck and 7-1/4.
1m, 13.31s. 325 (w), 21, 19 and 13
(p). SHP: 52, THP: 65, FP: 172, Q:
106, Tanala: 402. Favourite: Shar-
anga. Owner: Mr. Shantanu
Sharma. Trainer: Bharat Singh.

3. ABERDAR PLATE (1,100M):
GRIEF (Yash Narredu) 1, Aquatone
(Ashad Asbar) 2, Aditya (Rafique
Sk.) 3 and Catch The Worm (B.R.
Kumar) 3. 2-3/4, 2-1/2 and Dead
Heat. Im, 06.66s.311(w). 10, 45,
168 and 10 (p). SHP: 69, THP: 242
and 22, FP: 91, Q: 164, Tanala: 3,
211. Favourite: Grief. Owners: Mr.
S. Prasad Raju & Mr. Mukund
Kakani. Trainer: K.S. V. Prasad
Raju.

4. CROWN TREASURE PLATE
(1,400M): NORTHERN WAVES (Ant-
ony Raj S) 1, Knight Regent (Ak-
shay K) 2, Corte Madera (Ajay K) 3
and Pride Aside (B. Nikhil) 4. 2,
3/4 and 4-3/4. 1m, 25.33s. 17 (W).
11, 12 and 14 (p). SHP: 29, THP: 40,

FP: 39, Q: 22, Tanala: 83. Favour-
ite: Northern Waves. Owner: Mr.
V. Narender Reddy. Trainer: G.
Shashikanth.

5. SRISAILAM PLATE (1,200M):
DARDANUS (Antony Raj S) 1, Mas-
ter Class (I. Chisty) 2, Toshiro (Ak-
shay K) 3 and Modin P. Ajeeth K 4.
1, 1 and 1-1/4. 1m, 13.67s. 353 (W),
18,19 and 16 (p). SHP: 37, THP: 61,
FP: 166, Q: 82, Tanala: 604. Fa-
vourite: Toshiro. Owner: Mr. Joy-
deep Datta Gupta. Trainer: Bharat
Singh.

6. COMMON LAND PLATE (1,200M):
WALKING THUNDER (P. Ajeeth Ku-
mar) 1, Timeless Vision (Kuldeep
Sr.) 2, Cherie Chevalier (Yash
Narredu) 3 and Azrinaz (P. Sai K)
4. Neck, Short Head and 1. 1m,
12.00s. 58 (W), 10, 21 and 12 (p).
SHP: 59, THP: 62, FP: 316, Q: 181,
Tanala: 1,112. Favourite: Cherie
Chevalier. Owner: Mr. Aditya P.
Thackersey.  Trainer: L.V.R.

Deshmukh.

NOTE: Pleasant Star (Akshay K up)
whipped around soon after the
start and did not participate.

7. SAROORNAGAR PLATE (1,200M):
RED HOT PUNCH (P. Ajeeth Ku-
mar) 1, Exclusive Luck (Antony
Raj) 2, Deccan Ranger (B. Nikhil) 3
and Dhanadeepa (D.S. Deora) 4. 3,
3-1/2 and 3-3/4. 1m, 15.58s. I57 (W),
28, 11 and 20 (p). SHP: 24, THP:
74, FP: 89, Q: 37, Tanala: 656. Fa-
vourite: Exclusive Luck. Owners:
Mr. E. Aroop Kumar Reddy, Mr.
Sunil Kumar Sethi, Mr. Syed
Nawaz Hussain, Mr. M. Madhukar
& Mr. T. Rakesh Reddy. Trainer:
Ananta Vatsalya.

Jackpot: 70%: 32,691 (148 tkts.) &
30%: 159 (1,069 tkts.).

Mini Jackpot: (i) 1,029 (160 tkts.),
(ii) 9, 581 (9 tkts.).

Treble (i): 59 (244 tkts.), (ii): 1,346
(29 tkts.).
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SITUATION VACANT PUBLIC NOTICE

KOCHI WATER METRO LIMITED

Kochi Water Metro
Ltd.(KWML) “Invites
application for
various posts for its
Operations &
Maintenance"
(Asst.Boat Master,
Boat Operator,Ter-
minal Controller,
DM -Finance & Boat
Operation Trainee)

For more details and for submission of application log on to
www) s,

PUBLIC NOTICE
The General Public ara hereby
Informed that my chent Yannamraddy
Eswar Sio. Marayana Reddy
Yannamreddy Rio. Flat No 504, 2-2.
1008/3/A B, Nivas Vijaya Krishna
Rasidency, Bagh Amberpet
Hyderabad-13 or his nominge intending

Krishna Rao Sio. D. Ramaiah, Ria
Plot No.3A, Gandhinagar, Bakaram

of afl that the House No.1-1-385/AN
constructed on Plot No. 34, admeasunng
2472 Bq, yards (20665 Sq. Meters)
situated al  Mon-Industrial Area
Gandhinagar New  Bakaram

any night, claim, tite, mtesest, whatso-
ever in respect of the said property
shall contact the undersigned within 7
days fram the date of publication with
all relevant documents in support of

quently, will not be entertained and
shall deemed fo have bean waived
SDI- MV.RAJ KUMAR GABRIEL
ADVOCATE
House No.63-B, Bansilalpet
Secunderabad-500003
Cell 9849165764

PUBLIC NOTICE _i

lo enter Agreement of Sale with Dikki|

Mugheerabad, Hyderabad, in respect|

Pait, West:26
SclEASRIKANTH RAJUI
re=—

Hyderabad-80. If any person/s having|

their clam and any claim made subse-|

READ

‘SPORTSTAR

EVERY FORTNIGHT.
TO SUBSCRIBE,
VISIT

www.thehindugroup.in
/subscribe

Office of the Deputy General Manager-1,BSWML, 1st Floor, BBMP Building,
Thimmaiah Road, Vasanth Nagar, Bengaluru - 560 052.

BENGALURU SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT LIMITED ﬁ

No: DGM-1/BSWML/TEND/27/2025-26
INVITATION FOR

Date: 10.03.2026
T TERM TENDER

(Through GOK KPPP only) (3rd Call)

The Deputy General Manager-1, Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Limited on behalf of the Managing Director,
BSWML, Bengaluru invites bids from eligible bidders for the Services mentioned in the table given below.

AApprox.

Sl. mount put ; Time of

Name of the work to tender EMD (Amount in Rs.) :

No. (Rs. in lakhs) Completion
Primary Collection and Secondary Rs.1,00,000/- through e- payment mode
Transportation of Municipal solid under of the following i.e., online / RTGS /

1 |waste (MSW) and Street sweeping] 1,859.56 [NEFT / OTC and the balance| 84 Months

waste in RR Nagara_Zdivision Rs. 17,60,000/- by Bank Guarantee/FDR
(Package-31) Call-03 issued by Nationalized/Scheduled Bank.

1) Last date for uploading Pre-bid Queries in KPP Portal: 15.03.2026 upto 17:30 hrs.
2) Tender Pre-Bid meeting: 16.03.2026 at 15:00hrs at above mentioned office. 3) Last
Date of Receipt of Tender: 25.03.2026 before 17:30 hrs. 4) Opening of Technical Bid:
26.04.2026 after 17:30 hrs.

More details can be downloaded from website - https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/-

DIPR/CP/JA/6151/2025-26 Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML

BENGALURU SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT LIMITED

Office of the Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML, 1st Floor,
BBMP Building, Thimmaiah Road, Vasanth Nagar, Bengaluru — 560 052

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER
(Through GOK KPPP Only) (3rd Call)

KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
No.2, 2/1 and 2/3, Kalidasa Marg, 1st Main Road, Gandhinagar
Bengaluru - 560 009. Phone No. 080-22265383, website: www.kiadb.in

IADB/ENGG/ETND-EP-94/3889/2025-26 Date: 10.03.2026
SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER

(Through GOK Karnataka Public Procurement Portal Only)

Item Rate Tender under two cover bid system is invited for the work mentioned
below as per the Karnataka Transparency in Public Procurement Act 1999 and
Rules 2000 through electronic procurement from eligible Contractors who have
got adequate financial resources, state of the art technology, suitable
construction equipments, technical man power & sufficient past experience for
the the following work as per the schedule given below:

Name of the Work : Establishment of Plug & Play Infrastructure for
Manufacturing / Assembly of Electricity Vehicle Component, battery pack
assembly, charging infrastructure and testing centre at plot no.1B of EV
Block, Harohalli 5th Phase Industrial Area, Ramanagara Taluk, Bengaluru
South District.

The last date and time of receipt of tenderis : 26.03.2026 upto 4.00 pm.
Applicants May Download Bidding Documents from the Karnataka Public
Procurement Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. s

DIPR/CP/6153/Zen/2025-26 Chief Engineer-1, KIADB Bengaluru

No.DGM-1/BSWML/TEND/21/2025-26 Date: 10.03.2026

The Deputy General Manager-1, Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Limited on behalf of the
Managing Director, BSWML, Bengaluru invites bids from eligible bidders for the Services
mentioned in the table given below

Amount Put to
SI. Contract
No. Name of the Work (Rs}znf:;hs) (AmE,ME, Rs) Period
grima:’y qullection and Rs.1,00,000/- through e-payment mode under
of Munitinal ot vaasts of the following i.e., online / RTGS / NEFT /
1|(MSW) and Street sweeping| 1,898.76 [OTC and the balance Rs.17,99,000/- by| , 2t
waste in Mahadevapura-1 Bank Guarantee/FDR issued by Nationalized
division (Package-24)
Call-03 / Scheduled Bank

1) Last date to upload pre-bid queries in kpp portal: 15.03.2026 before 5:30 pm. 2) Tender Pre Bid
meeting: 16.03.2026 at 15:00 hrs at above mentioned office. 3) Last Date of Receipt of Tender
25.03.2026 before 5:30 pm. 4) Opening of Technical Bid: 26.04.2026 after 5:30 pm.
More details can be downloaded from website - http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/-

DIPR/CP/6168/CCL/2025-26 Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML, Bengaluru

RN N

BENGALURU SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT LIMITED

GQ Office of the Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML, 1st Floor,
o BBMP Building, Thimmaiah Road, Vasanth Nagar, Bengaluru — 560 052

No.DGM-1/BSWML/TEND/20/2025-26 Date: 10.03.2026 |
INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER
(Through GOK KPPP Only) (3rd Call)

The Deputy General Manager-1, Bengaluru Solid Waste Management Limited on behalf of the
Managing Director, BSWML, Bengaluru invites bids from eligible bidders for the Services
mentioned in the table given below

Amount Put to
SI. EMD Contract
No. Name of the Work (Rs}anlt.i:lzhs) (Amount in Rs) Period
Fs’l'imaay CQI_"eCﬁOF:t ?_Nd Rs.1,00,000/- through e-payment mode under
of Municipal solid waste of the following i.e., online / RTGS / NEFT /
1|(MSW) and Street sweeping| 1,438.14 [OTC and the balance Rs.14,00,000/- by| , 54
waste in Bangalore South-1 Bank G te6/FDR issued by Nationalized onths
division (Package-20) ank Guarantee issued by Nationalize
Call-03 / Scheduled Bank

1) Last date to upload pre-bid queries in kpp portal: 15.03.2026 before 5:30 pm. 2) Tender Pre Bid
meeting: 16.03.2026 at 15:00 hrs at above mentioned office. 3) Last Date of Receipt of Tender
25.03.2026 before 5:30 pm. 4) Opening of Technical Bid: 26.04.2026 after 5:30 pm.
More details can be downloaded from website - http://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/-

DIPR/CP/6169/CCL/2025-26 Deputy General Manager-1, BSWML, Bengaluru
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THIS IS A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT A PROSPECTUS ANNOUNCEMENT AND DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN INVITATION OR OFFER TO ACQUIRE, PURCHASE OR SUBSCRIBE FOR UNITS OR SECURITIES.
NOT FOR PUBLICATION, RELEASE OR DISTRIBUTION, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY OUTSIDE INDIA.

RAAJMARG INFRA INVESTMENT TRUST

RAAJMARG
InviT

An InvIT sponsored by NHAI

The Trust has been registered in the Republic of India as an irrevocable trust set up under the Indian Trusts Act, 1882, on November 24, 2025, and registered as an infrastructure investment trust under the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Infrastructure Investment Trusts) Regulations, 2014, on December 22, 2025,
having registration number IN/InvIT/25-26/0034.
Principal Place of Business: G - 5 & 6, Sector 10, Dwarka, New Delhi - 110 075; Telephone: +91 11 2507 4100/200 - 3211; Compliance Officer: Gunjan Rajpal; E-mail: compliance@riimpl.in; Website: www.raajmarginfratrust.in

E{D IDBI [trustee

IDBI Trusteeship Services Ltd

NATIONAL HIGHWAYS AUTHORITY OF INDIA RAAJMARG INFRA INVESTMENT MANAGERS PRIVATE LIMITED IDBI TRUSTEESHIP SERVICES LIMITED

INITIAL PUBLIC OFFERING OF UP TO [e] UNITS OF RAAJMARG INFRA INVESTMENT TRUST (“TRUST”) FOR CASH AT A PRICE OF X [¢] PER UNIT TOGETHER WITH SPONSOR CONTRIBUTION AGGREGATING UP TO ¥ 60,000.00 MILLION (“ISSUE”).
THE ISSUE IS AN INITIAL PUBLIC OFFER IN RELIANCE UPON REGULATION 14(4) OF THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE BOARD OF INDIA (INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT TRUSTS) REGULATIONS, 2014, AS AMENDED (“INVIT REGULATIONS”).

SPONSOR

Price Band: 399 to 3100 per Unit
Bidders (other than Anchor Investors and Strategic Investors) can make Bids for a minimum of 150 Units and in multiples of 150 Units thereof
Minimum Bid Size for Bidders other than Anchor Investors and Strategic Investors - 314,850

RISKS TO INVESTORS:

e The Trust is a newly settled trust with no operating history and limited e The Trust must maintain certain investment ratios, which may present
historical financial information and, as a result, investors may not be able
to assess its prospects on the basis of past records and the financial
information disclosed in the Offer Document.

additional risks to the Trust.

e The ability of the Trust to make or maintain consistency in distributions

e The Project SPV has not executed the concession for InvIT Assets with  to Unitholders depends on the financial performance of the Project SPV

the concessioning authority. and their profitability.

Credit Ratings: (i) (a) Provisional CARE AAA; Stable from CARE Ratings Limited for the proposed bank loan facilities aggregating to ¥40,000.00 million to be availed by the Trust; and (b) Provisional CARE AAA; Stable, from CARE Ratings Limited as issuer rating. and
(ii) (a) Provisional Ind AAA/Stable from India Ratings & Research Private Limited for the proposed bank loan facilities aggregating to ¥40,000.00 million to be availed by the Trust; and (b) Provisional Ind AAA/Stable as issuer rating from India Ratings & Research Private Limited.

BID ISSUE/PROGRAM

BID/ISSUE OPENS TODAY

*The Investment Manager may in consultation with the Book Running Lead Managers, consider closing the Bid/ Issue Period for QIBs one Working Day prior to the Bid/ Issue Closing Date, in accordance with the InvIT Regulations.

, MARCH 13, 2026*

Mandatory in public issues.

*Applications Supported by Blocked Amount (‘ASBA”) is a better way of applying to Issues by simply blocking the fund in the bank account. For further details, check section on ASBA. No cheque will be accepted

Simple, Safe, Smart way of Application!!!

ASBA
LI »

UNIFIED PAYMENTS INTERFACE

UPI-Now available in ASBA for Individual Non-Institutional Investor applying in public issues where the application amount is up to ¥ 500,000, applying through Registered Brokers, Syndicate, CDPs & RTAs. Individual Non-Institutional Investors also have the
option to submit the application directly to the ASBA Bank (SCSBs) or to use the facility of linked online trading, demat and bank account. Investors are required to ensure that the bank account used for bidding is linked to their PAN. Bidders must ensure
that their PAN is linked with Aadhaar and are in compliance with CBDT notification dated February 13, 2020 and press release dated June 25, 2021.

ASBA has to be availed by all the investors except Anchor Investors and Strategic Investors. UPI may be availed by Individual Non-Institutional Investors with an application size of up to ¥ 500,000 in the Non-Institutional Category. For details on the ASBA and UPI process, please refer to the details given in the Bid Cum Application Form and
abridged prospectus and also please refer to the section “Issue Information” on page 271 of the Offer Document. The Bid Cum Application Form and the Abridged Prospectus can be downloaded from the websites of BSE Limited (‘BSE”) and National Stock Exchange of India Limited (‘NSE”, and together with BSE, the “Stock Exchanges”) and
can be obtained from the list of banks that is displayed on the website of SEBI at www.sebi.gov.in/sebiweb/other/OtherAction.do?doRecognisedFpi=yes&intmld=35 and https://www.sebi.gov.in/sebiweb/other/OtherAction.do?doRecognisedFpi=yes &intmld=43, respectively as updated from time to time. For the list of UPI apps and banks live on
IPO, please refer to the link: www.sebi.gov.in. UPI Bidders Bidding using the UPI Mechanism may apply through the SCSBs and mobile applications whose names appear on the website of SEBI, as updated from time to time. ICICI Bank Limited and HDFC Bank Limited have been appointed as the Sponsor Banks for the Issue, in accordance

with the requirements of SEBI circular dated November 1, 2018 as amended. For Issue related queries, please contact the Book Running Lead Managers (‘BRLMs”) on their respective email IDs as mentioned below. For UPI related queries, investors can contact NPCI at the toll free number: 18001201740 and mail Id: ipo.upi@npci.org.in.

In case of any revision to the Price Band, the Bid/Issue Period will be extended by at least one Working Day, subject to the total Bid/Issue Period not exceeding 30 days,
provided that there shall not be more than two revisions to the Price Band during the Bid/Issue Period. Any revision to the Price Band and the revised Bid/Issue Period,
if applicable, will be widely disseminated by notification to the Stock Exchanges during the Bid/Issue Period and by indicating the change on the websites of the Trust,
the Sponsor, the Investment Manager, Book Running Lead Managers, Syndicate Members, SCSBs and Stock Exchanges.

In case of force majeure, banking strike or similar circumstances, the Bid/ Issue Period may, for reasons to be recorded in writing, be extended by a minimum period of
three Working Days, subject to the total Bid/ Issue Period not exceeding 30 days.

This Issue is being made through the Book Building Process and in compliance with the InvIT Regulations and the SEBI InvIT Master Circular, wherein not more than
75.00% of the Net Issue (excluding the Strategic Investor Portion) shall be available for allocation on a proportionate basis to Institutional Investors, provided that the
Investment Manager may, in consultation with the Book Running Lead Managers, allocate up to 60.00% of the Institutional Investor Portion to Anchor Investors on a
discretionary basis in accordance with the InvIT Regulations and the SEBI InvIT Master Circular. Further, not less than 25.00% of the Net Issue (excluding the Strategic
Investor Portion) shall be available for allocation on a proportionate basis to Non-Institutional Investors, in accordance with the InvIT Regulations and the SEBI InvIT
Master Circlar, subject to valid Bids being received at or above the Issue Price. The Issue will also include participation by Strategic Investors, wherein not less than
5.00% of the Net Issue and not more than 25.00% of the Net Issue shall be allocated to the Strategic Investors in accordance with the InvIT Regulations and the SEBI
InvIT Master Circular. All Bidders, other than Anchor Investors and Strategic Investors, are required to utilise the Application Supported by Blocked Amount (“ASBA”)
process by providing details of their respective ASBA accounts and UPI ID (in case of individual Non-Institutional Investors using the UPI Mechanism Bidding with a
Bid Amount of ¥ 0.50 million or less), in which case the corresponding Bid Amounts will be blocked by the Self Certified Syndicate Banks (“SCSBs”) or under the UPI
Mechanism, as applicable, to participate in this Issue. Anchor Investors are not permitted to participate in the Anchor Investor Portion of the Issue through the ASBA
process. For details, please see the section entitled “Issue Information” on page 271 of the Offer Document.

Bidders/Applicants should ensure that DP ID, PAN and the Client ID and UPI ID (for UPI Bidders bidding through UPI Mechanism) are correctly filled in the
Bid cum Application Form. The DP ID, PAN and Client ID provided in the Bid cum Application Form should match with the DP ID, PAN, Client ID and UPI ID
available (for UPI Bidders bidding through the UPI Mechanism) in the Depository database, otherwise, the Bid cum Application Form is liable to be rejected.
Bidders/Applicants should ensure that the beneficiary account provided in the Bid cum Application Form is active. Bidders/Applicants should note that
on the basis of the PAN, DP ID, Client ID and UPI ID (for UPI Bidders bidding through the UPI mechanism) as provided in the Bid cum Application Form,
the Bidder/Applicant may be deemed to have authorized the Depositories to provide to the Registrar to the Issue, any requested Demographic Details of
the Bidder/Applicant as available on the records of the depositories. These Demographic Details may be used, among other things, for giving Allotment

Advice or unblocking of ASBA Account or for other correspondence(s) related to the Issue. Bidders/Applicants are advised to update any changes to their
Demographic Details as available in the records of the Depository Participant to ensure accuracy of records. Any delay resulting from failure to update the
Demographic Details would be at the Bidders/Applicants’ sole risk.

LISTING: The Units to be offered pursuant to the Offer Document are proposed to be listed on the National Stock Exchange of India Limited (the “NSE”) and BSE Limited
(the “BSE”, together with NSE, the “Stock Exchanges”). In-principle approval for listing of the Units has been received from BSE and NSE pursuant to letters, each
dated February 13, 2026. For the purposes of the Issue, NSE is the Designated Stock Exchange. The Investment Manager shall apply to the Stock Exchanges for the
final listing and trading approval, after the Allotment and the credit of the Units to the demat accounts of the Allottees.

DISCLAIMER CLAUSE OF SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE BOARD OF INDIA (“SEBI”): It is to be distinctly understood that submission of Offer Document to SEBI
should not in any way be deemed or construed that the same has been cleared or approved by SEBI. SEBI does not take any responsibility either for the financial
soundness of any scheme or the project for which the Issue is proposed to be made or for the correctness of the statements made or opinions expressed in the Offer
Document.

DISCLAIMER CLAUSE OF NSE (the Designated Stock Exchange): Itis to be distinctly understood that the permission given by NSE should not in any way be deemed
or construed that the Offer Document has been cleared or approved by NSE nor does it certify the correctness or completeness of any of the contents of the Offer
Document. The investors are advised to refer to the Offer Document for the full text of the Disclaimer clause of NSE.

DISCLAIMER CLAUSE OF BSE: It is to be distinctly understood that the permission given by BSE should not in any way be deemed or construed that the Offer
Document has been cleared or approved by BSE nor does it certify the correctness or completeness of any of the contents of the Offer Document. The investors are
advised to refer to the Offer Document for the full text of the Disclaimer clause of the BSE.

GENERAL RISKS: Investments in Units involve a degree of risk and Bidders should not invest any funds in this Issue unless they can afford to take the risk of losing their
entire investment. For taking an investment decision, Bidders must rely on their own examination of the Trust, the Units and this Issue. Bidders are advised to carefully
read the section entitied “Risk Factors” on page 42 of the Offer Document before making an investment decision relating to this Issue. Each Bidder is advised to consult
its own advisors in respect of the consequences of an investment in the Units being issued pursuant to this Issue. The Offer Document has been prepared by the Trust
solely for providing information in connection with this Issue. The Securities and Exchange Board of India (“SEBI”) and the Stock Exchanges assume no responsibility
for or guarantee the correctness or accuracy or adequacy of any statements made, opinions expressed or reports contained herein. Admission of the Units to be issued
pursuant to this Issue for trading on the Stock exchanges should not be taken as an indication of the merits of the Trust or of the Units.

BOOK RUNNING LEAD MANAGERS REGISTRAR TO THE ISSUE

1501, 15" Floor, A & B Wing, Parinee Crescenzo Building, G
Block, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai 400 051,
Maharashtra, India

Tel: +91 22 4196 8300; E-mail: raajmarg.ipo@sbicaps.com
Investor grievance e-mail: investor.relations@sbicaps.com
Contact person: Sanjay Sethia

Website: www.sbicaps.com

SEBI registration number: INM000003531

15 Floor, Axis House, Pandurang Budhkar Marg, Worli
Mumbai 400 025, Maharashtra, India

Tel: +91 22 4325 2183

E-mail: raajmarg.ipo@axiscap.in

Investor grievance e-mail: compliants@axiscap.com
Contact person: Harish Patel/ Mayuri Arya

Website: www.axiscapital.co.in

SEBI registration number: INM000012029

Mumbai 400 025, Maharashtra, India
Tel: +91 22 6807 7100
E-mail: raajmarg.ipo@icicisecurities.com

Website: www.icicisecurities.com
SEBI registration number: INM000011179

3 motilal

O SBICAPS /‘AXISCAPITAL 1ICICI Securities SUaAI KFINTECH
Complete Investment Banking Solutions Investment Banking EXPERIENCE TRANSFORMATION

SBI CAPITAL MARKETS LIMITED AXIS CAPITAL LIMITED ICICI SECURITIES LIMITED MOTILAL OSWAL INVESTMENT ADVISORS LIMITED KFIN TECHNOLOGIES LIMITED

ICICI Venture House, Appasaheb Marathe Marg, Prabhadevi,

Investor grievance e-mail: customercare@icicisecurities.com
Contact person: Shri Subramanyam / Sumit Singh

Motilal Oswal Tower, Rahimtullah Sayani Road, Opposite Parel
ST Depot, Prabhadevi, Mumbai — 400 025, Maharashtra, India
Telephone: +91 22 7193 4380

E-mail: riit.ipo@motilaloswal.com

Investor grievance e-mail: moiaplredressal@motilaloswal.com
Contact person: Shashank Pisat/Sankita Ajinkya

Website: www.motilaloswalgroup.com

SEBI registration number: INM000011005

Selenium, Tower B, Plot No-31 and 32, Financial District, Nanakramguda, Ser-
ilingampally, Hyderabad, Rangareddy - 500 032, Telangana, India

Tel.: +91 1800 309 4001 / +91 40 6716 2222

E-mail: riimpl.invit@kfintech.com

Investor grievance e-mail: einward.ris@kfintech.com

Website: www.kfintech.com

Contact person: M. Murali Krishna

SEBI registration number: INR000000221

CONTACT PERSON AND COMPLIANCE OFFICER

Gunjan Rajpal, G - 5 & 6, Sector 10, Dwarka, New Delhi — 110 075; Telephone: +91 11 2507 4100/200 - 3211; E-mail: compliance@riimpl.in

Bidders can contact the Compliance Officer or the Registrar to the Issue in case of any pre-Issue or post-Issue related problems such as non-receipt of Allotment Advice/
letter of Allotment, non-credit of Allotted Units in the respective beneficiary account, non-receipt of refund orders and non-receipt of funds by electronic mode.

AVAILABILITY OF THE OFFER DOCUMENT: Investors are advised to refer to the Offer Document and the “Risk Factors” beginning on page 42 of the Offer Document before applying in the Issue. A copy of the Offer Document is made available on the website of SEBI at www.sebi.gov.in and is available on the websites of the Book Running Lead
Managers, i.e., www.sbicaps.com and www.axiscapital.co.in, www.icicisecurities.com, www. motilaloswalgroup.com, the website of the InvIT at www.raajmarginfratrust.in and the websites of the Stock Exchanges, for BSE at www.bseindia.com and for NSE at www.nseindia.com.

AVAILABILITY OF BID CUM APPLICATION FORMS: Bid-cum-Application Forms can be obtained from the principal place of business of Raajmarg Infra Investment Trust, Telephone: +91 11 2507 4100/200 - 3211 at the offices of the Book Running Lead Managers: SBI CAPITAL MARKETS LIMITED, Tel: +91 22 4196 8300, AXIS CAPITAL

LIMITED, Tel: +91 22 4325 2183, ICICI SECURITIES LIMITED, Tel: +91 22 6807 7100 and MOTILAL OSWAL INVESTMENT ADVISORS LIMITED, Telephone: +91 22 7193 4380 and Syndicate Member: Motilal Oswal Financial Services Limited and SBICAP Securities Limited and at the select locations of the Sub-syndicate Members, SCSBs,
Registered Brokers, RTAs and CDPs participating in the Issue. Bid-cum-Application Forms will also be available on the websites of the Stock Exchanges and the Designated Branches of SCSBs, the list of which is available at websites of the Stock Exchanges and SEBI.

Sub-syndicate Members: Alankit Imaginations Limited, Aimondz Global Securities Limited, Anand Rathi Share & Stock Brokers Limited, Anand Share Consultancy, ANS Pvt Limited, Asit C. Mehta Investment Interrmediates Limited, Axis Securities Limited, Centrum Broking Limited, Dalal & Broacha Stock Broking Pvt. Limited, Eureka Stock & Share
Broking Services Ltd., G Raj & Co. (Consultants) Limited, HDFC Securities Limited, [IFL Capital Services Limited, Innovate Securities Pvt Limited, Jhaveri Securities, JM Financial Services Limited, Kalpataru Multiplier Limited, Kantilal Chhaganlal Securities Pvt.Ltd., Keynote Capitals Limited, KIMC Capital Market Services Limited, Kotak Securities
Limited, Lakshmishree Investment & Securities Pvt Limited, LKP Securities Limited, Marwadi Shares & Finance, Nirmal Bang Securities Pvt Limited, Nuvama Wealth and Investment Limited (Edelweiss Broking Limited), Patel Wealth Advisors Pvt Limited, Prabhudas Lilladher Pvt Ltd., Pravin Ratilal Share and Stock Brokers Ltd., RR Equity Brokers
Pvt. Ltd., Sharekhan Limited, SMC Global Securities Limited, SS Corporate Securities Limited, Tanna Financial Services, TradeBulls Securites (P) Limited, Upstox Securities Private Limited, Yes Securities (India) Limited

APPLICATIONS SUPPORTED BY BLOCKED AMOUNT (ASBA): Investors other than Anchor Investors and Strategic Investors, have to apply through the ASBA process. For details on the ASBA process, please refer to the details given in the ASBA Form and abridged offer document and also please refer to the section “Issue Information”
beginning on page 271 of the Offer Document. ASBA Forms can also be downloaded from the websites of the Stock Exchanges. ASBA form can be obtained from the list of banks that is available on the website of SEBI at www.sebi.gov.in. ASBA Form can be obtained from Members of the Syndicate, SCSBs, Registered Brokers, RTAs and CDPs,
the list of which is available on the website of SEBI.

ESCROW COLLECTION BANK, REFUND BANK AND SPONSOR BANK: ICIC| Bank Limited
PUBLIC ISSUE ACCOUNT BANK AND SPONSOR BANK: HDFC Bank Limited
SPONSOR CONTRIBUTION BANK: Yes Bank Limited
UPI: UPI Bidders can also Bid through UPI Mechanism.
All capitalized terms used herein and not specifically defined shall have the same meaning as ascribed to them in the Offer Document.
For Raajmarg Infra Investment Trust
on behalf of the Board of Directors
Sd/-

Gunjan Rajpal
Compliance Officer

Place: New Delhi
Date: March 10, 2026

RAAJMARG INFRA INVESTMENT TRUST is proposing, subject to receipt of requisite approvals, market conditions and other considerations, to make an initial public offer of its Units and has filed the Offer Document dated February 28, 2026 with SEBI and the Stock Exchanges. The Offer Document is made available on the website of the SEBI
at www.sebi.gov.in as well as on the website of the Book Running Lead Managers i.e., SBI Capital Markets Limited at www.sbicaps.com, Axis Capital Limited at www.axiscapital.co.in, ICICI Securities Limited at www.icicisecurities.com and Motilal Oswal Investment Advisors Limited at www. motilaloswalgroup.com, the website of the NSE at www.
nseindia.com and the website of the BSE at www.bseindia.com and the website of the Trust at www.raajmarginfratrust.in. Any potential investor should note that investment in Units involves a high degree of risk and for details relating to such risks, please see the section titled “Risk Factors” beginning on page 42 of the Offer Document. Potential
investors should not rely on the Draft Offer Document for making any investment decision.

The Units have not been and will not be registered under the United States Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the “Securities Act”) and may not be offered or sold within the United States except pursuant to an exemption from, or in a transaction not subject to, the registration requirements of the Securities Act and applicable U.S. state securities
laws. Accordingly, the Units are only being offered and sold outside the United States in “offshore transactions” as defined in and in reliance on Regulation S under the Securities Act (‘Regulation S”) and the applicable law of the jurisdictions where such offers and sales are made.
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Melbourne madness

The race at Albert Park was a
battle of wits, speed and a
whole load of battery
management; Mercedes’ lead
driver Russell grabbed his
moments to set the tone for
the year, with the Ferraris
breathing down his neck

Anirudh Velamuri

eorge Russell’s grin said it all in
Melbourne on Sunday. It was
more than happiness; it was
vindication. He set the tone for
the 2026 season by claiming a
commanding victory at the Australian
Grand Prix, as pre-season favourite
Mercedes announced, in no uncertain
terms, that it was ready to reclaim its
place at the top of the grid.

For Russell, the triumph had been a
long time coming. After proving his skill at
Williams, he joined Mercedes just as the
team’s dominance was fading. Four years
of watching Max Verstappen-led Red Bull
Racing rule the grid, as well as last year’s
McLaren surge, had tested his patience.
Now, with a fresh era of regulations, his
moment to shine arrived.

The 2026 regulation overhaul allowed
all teams to start afresh, and the
Australian GP was the first real test.
Mercedes - sans the sandbags - delivered
a car that excelled in both qualifying and
race trim. Russell claimed pole by an
astonishing 0.785 seconds over the
nearest non-Mercedes. It echoed Lewis
Hamilton’s dominance at Albert Park in
2018, the last time F1 saw such a wide gap
in qualifying Down Under.

That strong qualifying performance,
combined with a smart strategy - more on
that later - during virtual safety car (VSC)
periods and consistent pace, helped
Russell dazzle his way to victory. Kimi
Antonelli crossed the finish line behind
him, making it Mercedes’ first 1-2 from the
junior programme, and their first without
Hamilton since the 1955 Italian GP.

No one was more relieved to see the
Silver Arrows competing for wins again
than team principal Toto Wolff.

“The most important feeling is so
much contentment we feel as a team. We
had such a long winning stretch, winning
eight championships. Then a difficult
period. But after a solid one-two, you feel
you are fighting for a world title ... [and]
that Mercedes is back.”

Whether Mercedes can sustain this
form over a 24-race season remains to be
seen, but Sunday was a strong statement.

Prancing Horse trips, again

True to the pre-race chatter, Ferrari
surged off the line when the lights went
out. The advantages of the team
reportedly choosing a smaller
turbocharger in its power unit were clear,
as the lighter turbine spools up faster,
providing stronger acceleration from low
RPMs.

Russell was slow to get off the line,
which allowed Charles Leclerc to
charge past at Turn 1 while Antonelli
tumbled down the order. A little
behind him, his teammate Hamilton ‘
also made big gains, progressing from
P7to P3. |

However, strategy missteps
undermined their efforts.

That early advantage went up
in smoke when Ferrari opted
against following Mercedes
into the pits during the
race’s first VSC. Russell
and Antonelli opted for
fresh rubber while
Leclerc and Hamilton
were directed to
favour track position.

It was a decision
that baffled
viewers and
pundits alike, with
Hamilton also

K

airing his frustration on the team radio.
“At least one of us should have pitted.”

“How are they (Russell) only 10
seconds behind? How did you not call?
How did you not call the pit, man?” he
later added. A second VSC offered a brief
lifeline, but a blocked pit lane prevented
Ferrari from capitalising. The decision
ultimately cost the team crucial time,
confirming a familiar theme: Ferrari’s
speed remains, but race execution lags.

However, it is not all doom and gloom
for Formula I’s oldest and most successful
team, as Hamilton later explained.

“The team did a great job overall.
There are lots of positives to take. I know
we can be fighting for podiums. We’re not
as fast as Mercedes but we’re right in the
fight. We’ve got a lot of work to do to
catch them, but it’s not impossible.”

His former boss, Wolff, also stated that
Ferrari remains Mercedes’ closest
competitor. “It was a three-way fight at a
certain stage between the two Ferraris
and George, and eventually Kimi caught
up. The race pace at the end was very
encouraging from our side, but at the
beginning, there was nothing between
Ferrari and Mercedes. For me, the
prevailing feeling is now we have a fight
on our hands with Ferrari.”

McLaren’s crown slips

Oscar Piastri had a strong weekend up to
Sunday, qualifying P5 and showing that
the McLaren package had potential.
However, all of that was undone even
before the lights went out on race day.

On the formation lap at Albert Park, he
lost control of his McLaren after clipping
the exit kerb at Turn 4 and slid into the
concrete wall. He later disclosed that his
car received an unexpected surge of
roughly 100 kilowatts of additional power
that unsettled it.

“I got on the kerb a little bit.
Essentially, I had 100 kW more
power than I’'ve had the
whole weekend, at
the point that I
shifted. When I
shifted, it went
into
wheelspin,
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and given that I was on the kerb already, it
was a combination of bad factors.” Lando
Norris brought home some points for
McLaren, finishing a respectable P5.
However, he was just the best of the rest,
behind the Mercedes and Ferraris,
two-stopping his way to the finish line.

Team principal Andrea Stella
acknowledged that McLaren has 0.5-1
second performance gap to close to
Mercedes, despite using the same engine.

“We remain a little puzzled by the
difference we see in the data between the
speed of our car and the speed of other
cars using the same power unit. It clearly
indicates that we should be doing a better
job in understanding how to utilise the
power unit with the complexities that
came with the 2026 regulations,” he
explained. “We need to find a way to
extract more out of the power unit and,
on the other side, develop the car. This
will take a few races to see some major
upgrades. In these few initial races, we
will have to make sure that we extract
most of the car in its current
configuration.”

Licence to struggle

Aston Martin’s problems with its new
Honda power unit surprised no one.
Severe vibrations from the engine limited
early running in practice laps and even
led to concerns about driver safety.
Fernando Alonso and Lance Stroll even
stated that they could only sustain a
limited number of laps before risking
nerve damage in their hands.

Component failures compounded the
issues. Aston Martin was left with just two
batteries for the race after two failed,
prompting serious questions about
their participation, let alone
competitiveness. “We've
had a fresh problem of
communication
internally with the

battery and its
management system.
But the more pressing
underlying problem is
the vibration issues that
we continue to struggle
with,” Adrian Newey,
Aston Martin’s new team
principal, told the media in
Melbourne.
“Today (Sunday) was primarily an
opportunity to learn more about the
AMR26. Both cars took the start and,
when it became clear we could not
compete for points, we chose to pit and
check the cars over. The team then asked
Fernando to retire the
car to preserve

gn::j
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components. The data and learnings from
this weekend will help us as we go into
the next event.” Aston Martin will need to
grasp the lessons swiftly before the
window for recovery closes.

Reliability issues

As many as five cars either failed to start
the Grand Prix or failed to go the race
distance in Melbourne.

Isack Hadjar brought out the first
virtual safety car on lap 11 after his Red
Bull came to a halt with smoke pouring
out the back. Seven laps later, there was a
second virtual safety car period after
Bottas’ Cadillac broke down.

Alonso, who had a strong start by going
as high as P10, pitted on lap 15 and
rejoined the race several laps later after
Aston Martin made some adjustments to
his car. He eventually called it quits on lap
37. Two drivers did not take part in the
race at all, for vastly different reasons.

Nico Hulkenberg’s Audi experienced
technical troubles before the race, his car
never making it out of the garage. A
heartbroken Piastri was resigned to
watching the race on a screen rather than
taking part in it.

While Alonso’s teammate Stroll
managed to get to the chequered flag and
take P17, he finished 15 laps behind
following a lengthy pit stop on lap 35.

Sunday at Albert Park was a reminder
of the fine margins and unpredictability
of Formula 1. Mercedes stamped its
authority on the season opener, but
Melbourne is only the first act of what
promises to be a long saga. Trust that
there will be plenty of drama lacing the
championship fight this season!

THE GIST

v

Exceptional pace and smart
strategy helped Mercedes’
Russell claim victory, with
teammate Antonelli finishing
P2

v

Leclerc and Hamilton were fast
off the line, but poor strategic
calls proved costly. However, it
is not all doom and gloom for
Ferrari

v

Norris salvaged points for
McLaren after Piastri’s crash,
but the team needs to quickly
address the 0.5-1 second gap
(per lap) to Mercedes

v

Aston Martin’s struggles
continue, with Adrian Newey
stating that the team treated
the race as a learning exercise

v

Reliability chaos hits the field,
with five cars failing to
complete the race and a sixth
finishing 15 laps behind
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cientists rewire bacteria to build
‘designer’ proteins on demand

By engineering a protein called a ‘nutrient transporter’, scientists have found a way to smuggle artificial amino acids into bacterial cells; the feat allows them to manufacture

complex designer proteins that can carry drugs to precise locations inside the body or perform multiple different tasks at the same time

Joel P. Joseph
BENGALURU

esearchers have found a way

to hijack the natural

protein-making facilities of

bacteria to manufacture
specific proteins of interest. They did this
by turning a ‘nutrient gate’ on a bacterial
cell into a Trojan horse that could ferry
artificial amino acids into cells to make
these proteins.

The study, conducted by teams at ETH
Zurich in Switzerland and the Technical
University of Munich in Germany, was
published in Nature.

All proteins are made of some
combination of the 20 natural amino
acids. In the lab, chemists can also
synthesise thousands of artificial amino
acids, many of which have completely
new properties. For example, if an amino
acid called p-azido-L-phenylalanine can
be built into a protein, it would allow
scientists to attach drugs to the protein at
a precise spot, helping it treat some
disease.

The challenge however has been to get
cells’ protein-making machines to use
these artificial amino acids.

Idea and bottleneck

In the 1980s, Peter Schultz and his
colleagues at the University of California,
Berkeley, laid the foundations of
incorporating artificial amino acids into
proteins at specific sites. Over the years,
scientists have expanded this toolkit to
incorporate artificial amino acids in
proteins that cells make.

Yet one problem has persisted: the
struggle to get enough artificial amino
acids into the cell. Most lab-made amino
acids struggle to cross the cell membrane
and enter the cytoplasm, where the
ribosomes synthesise proteins. This is
because the side chains on artificial
amino acids are very water-loving
whereas the core of the cell-membrane is
water-repelling.

To solve this problem, scientists have
used one of three approaches in the past:
(i) adding large concentrations of artificial
amino acids in the medium so they
passively cross the cell membrane; (ii)
engineering membrane-binding proteins
to smuggle small peptides (short chains of
amino acids) across the cell membrane
and break them down to amino acids
once inside the cell; or (iii) engineering
metabolic pathways within the cells to
produce artificial amino acids inside the
cells.

These methods showed some progress
but they were still specific to certain
amino acids. They couldn’t be
generalised.

In the new study, the researchers
pinned down the exact molecule ferrying
the peptides into the cell. In the absence
of the transporter — the main bacterial
system that normally imports small
protein fragments as food — the cells

An illustration of a chain of amino acids. All proteins are made of some combination of the 20 natural amino acids. In the lab, chemists can also synthesise

-

thousands of artificial amino acids, many of which have completely new properties. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

almost completely lost the ability to use
the artificial amino acids bound to the
peptides. That was a sign this specific
molecule was the smuggler. Once the
peptides were inside, the cell’s own
protein-cutting enzymes unpacked them.

The researchers were able to confirm
this: when they removed the enzymes
that normally cut peptides into individual
amino acids, the cell’s protein production
dropped. Taken together, the transporter
brought the cargo in, then ordinary
enzymes freed the artificial amino acid so
the cell’s ribosome could use it.

Across the membrane

Kathrin Lang and her colleagues at ETH
Zurich started from the same idea: by
attaching the artificial amino acid to a
short peptide. But this group pushed the
idea further in the bacteria Escherichia
coli.

Laasya Sambhita, assistant professor of
biology at Ashoka University in Sonepat,
explained that the group engineered an
ABC transporter, a specific membrane
protein that imports other proteins into
the cell, using directed evolution to take
up peptides carrying artificial amino
acids.

The ABC transporter normally
transports tripeptides (i.e. three amino
acids) and tetrapeptides (four amino
acids) into the cell as sources of nutrients.
Dr. Lang and co. designed tripeptides and
tetrapeptides in which they hid an
artificial amino acid between two natural

The recent study has also shown
that the approach could deliver
two different artificial amino
acids, allowing a single protein to
carry two engineered features at
different positions

amino acids, thus causing the transporter
to smuggle artificial amino acids into the
cell. Once inside, the myriad
peptide-cleaving enzymes inside the cell
chopped them into individual amino
acids, making artificial amino acids
available for cells to make new proteins.

Unlike previous reports, this study
engineered the transporter to alter a
protein located in the space between the
inner and the outer membranes of the
bacterial cell. The researchers first
identified residues that clamped onto the
cargo. Then they prepared mutants of the
transporter that would take up 10x more
amounts of unconventional amino acids
than an unmodified counterpart. This is
double the efficiency in the uptake of
artificial amino acids when compared to
previous studies.

Easier to use

The findings matter because in many
standard lab broths, there are already lots
of natural peptides floating around, and
they all compete for the same transporter,
reducing how much of the cargo is
smuggled inside the cell. So the
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Slippery slope: An aerial photograph shows waves breaking on the shoreline at the bottom of a cliff damaged by winter storms triggering the fall of pine trees along the Atlantic
Ocean in Soulac-sur-Mer, south-western France on March 4. Coastal erosion in the region has also triggered the retreat of the coastline by several meters. AFP
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researchers evolved the transporter step
by step to make sure it worked even in
these crowded conditions, repeatedly
selecting bacterial cells that imported the
artificial amino acids’ peptides best. Then
they built the improved version into the
bacteria’s genomes. The resulting system,
they reported, was easier to use to
produce proteins in a routine way instead
of having to carefully control the media
(the broths) first.

As Maximilian Fottner, Senior Scientist
in Lang’s group and a lead author of the
study, said in a press note, the study
makes it “possible to produce designer
proteins containing unnatural amino
acids just as efficiently as their natural
counterparts”. These could be genuinely
multifunctional proteins, such as an
antibody that carries a drug at one
engineered position.

The team also showed that its
approach could deliver two different
artificial amino acids, allowing a single
protein to carry two engineered features
at different positions.

Dr. Lang and colleagues are working on
designing a similar system in human cells
to produce artificial human-like proteins
that could be suited for several
therapeutic applications. The idea could
extend to import molecules other than
amino acids to produce complex
chemical compounds, she added.

(Joel P. Joseph is a freelance science
journalist and researcher.
joelpjoseph2009@gmail.com)

WHAT IS IT?
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In the 1980s, Peter Schultz
and his colleagues at the
University of California,
Berkeley, laid the foundations
of incorporating artificial
amino acids into proteins at
specific sites
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Over the years, scientists have
expanded this toolkit to
incorporate artificial amino
acids in proteins that cells
make
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Yet one problem has persisted:
the struggle to get enough
artificial amino acids into the
cell
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The recent findings matter
because in many standard lab
broths, there are already lots of
natural peptides floating
around, and they all compete
for the same transporter,
reducing how much of the
cargo is smuggled inside the
cell

Asteroid YR4: no longer a threat

Vasudevan Mukunth

ASA has officially ruled out the
N possibility of asteroid 2024 YR4

colliding with the moon in 2032.
This update settles concerns that first
surfaced after the asteroid’s discovery in
late 2024. For several months, orbital
models suggested a small but notable
3.8% to 4.3% chance that the rock would
strike the lunar surface on December 22,
2032.
To resolve the uncertainty, experts from
NASA’s Centre for Near-Earth Object
Studies used the James Webb Space
Telescope to track the object. In February,
the team made two important
observations while the asteroid was
extremely faint, a feat impossible for
most other observatories. These new
data points have reportedly allowed the
scientists to refine the asteroid’s
trajectory with higher precision.
The latest calculations show that 2024
YR4 will safely bypass the moon at a
distance of around 21,200 km. This
follows an earlier update regarding the
earth: while data in early 2025 indicated a
potential threat to our planet,
subsequent analysis ruled out a
terrestrial impact for the next century at
least.
Astronomers have said that these shifts in
probability are a standard part of

An artist’s impression of an asteroid that orbits
closer to the sun than the earth’s orbit, showing
its dark side. NOIRLAB/J. DA SILVA

planetary defence. When scientists first
discover a near-earth object, they must
calculate its path using limited
information, which often results in a wide
range of possible outcomes. As they
collect more data over time, they narrow
those possibilities down. In the case of
the 65-meter-wide 2024 YR4, the newest
evidence confirms it is no longer a threat
to the earth or its moon.

Y

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’
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Rise in China’s exports
to Russia in first two
months of 2026

in per cent. China’s

19 7 exports to Russia surged

° in the first two months
of 2026, Chinese customs data showed on
Tuesday. In February alone, China’s
shipments to Russia soared 54.7% from the
previous year. Russian crude oil shipments
to China in January-February nearly
doubled from a year ago, said Muyu Xu, a
Kpler analyst. reuters

Number of MBBS seats
approved for the
academic year 2025-26

1682
State for
, Health

Anupriya Patel told the Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday that 43 new medical colleges have
been established across the country for the
academic year 2025-26. The government
has approved 11,682 MBBS seats and 8,967
postgraduate seats, across the country for
the same academic year, she said. pmi

Number of women
beneficiaries under
Assam’s govt.s scheme

in lakh. Forty lakh families in
40 Assam on Tuesday received

39,000 each under the State
government’s flagship ‘Orunodoi’ scheme,
with Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
emphasising that it was a manifestation of
the regime’s compassionate approach.
Under the Orunodoi scheme, one eligible
woman beneficiary per family receives

%1,250 per month. PTI

Number of alleged
atrocities and crimes
against SCs in 2023

More than
7 789 57,000 cases
’ of alleged
atrocities and crimes against Scheduled
Castes were registered across the country
in 2023, the government informed the Lok
Sabha on Tuesday. It also said there is no
proposal to amend the Scheduled Castes
and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of

Atrocities) Act, 1989. e

Number of people
displaced in Lebanon
as on March 10

in lakh. The United

6 67 Nations said Tuesday

® that more than
100,000 people had been newly displaced
within Lebanon in just 24 hours amid the
war raging in West Asia. “As of today, more
than 667,000 people in Lebanon have now
registered on the (Lebanese) government’s
online platform as displaced,” said a UN
refugee agency’s representative. arp
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‘41% illusion: a quiet re-engineering
of India’s fiscal federal landscape

16th Finance Commission retained States’ share in the divisible pool at 41% even as the divisible pool as a proportion of gross tax revenues has shrunk; various

grants have been discontinued; the gap between a State’s entitlement and its actual receipt depends on its capacity to meet Central monitoring requirements

ECONOMIC NOTES

Deepanshu Mohan

n Explanatory Memorandum

issued by the Ministry of

Finance on February 1, 2026, is

seen as a useful document, not
only for what it states or approves but
also for observing a pattern of what it
does not.

The Union government accepted the
Sixteenth Finance Commission’s (FC’s)
recommendation to retain the States’
share in the divisible pool at 41%. It also
accepted the horizontal formula, the local
body grants, and the disaster
management corpus. However, it deferred
everything structural, such as amending
the Fiscal Responsibility Legislation,
controlling off-budget borrowings,
reforming power sector distribution
companies, and rationalising subsidies.

This observed asymmetry is not
bureaucratic caution. It became the
settlement.

The headline number deserves
scrutiny before the settlement does. A
41% share sounds like continuity. In
nominal terms, it is. But the divisible pool
is not gross tax revenues.

Cesses and surcharges, levied and
retained entirely by the Union, sit outside
the pool, and their share has been
growing.

As the FC16 report documents, the
divisible pool as a proportion of gross tax
revenues averaged 89.2% during the FC13
period, fell to 82.1% during FC14, and
dropped further to 78.3% during FC15.

The Commission acknowledges this
trend, notes its undesirability, and
declines to fix it. Hence, 41% of a
shrinking base is not 41% of total
collections.

FC16 has also discontinued revenue
deficit grants, sector-specific grants, and
State-specific grants, instruments that
offered targeted fiscal relief to States. The
Commission projects that combined
general government debt will fall from
77.3% of GDP in 2026-27 to 73.1% by
2030-31.

The aggregate trajectory looks orderly.
It is the disaggregated picture where the
real argument begins.

Structural deferrals

FC16 was aware of the fault lines it chose
not to repair. Its chapters on State
finances, power sector losses, and
subsidies name them directly. The
Commission identified States with
structurally unsustainable fiscal
trajectories. It called for reforms. It
attached no binding enforcement
mechanism to achieve them.

The most consequential gap is the
residual asymmetry left by the end of GST
compensation in June 2022. States lost a
guaranteed 14% annual growth in SGST
revenues without a structural
replacement.

Tamil Nadu alone estimated a shortfall
of nearly 320,000 crore in 2024-25. The
Commission reads aggregate SGST
buoyancy as evidence of recovery. The
distributional stress has not followed.

The second deferral concerns
off-budget borrowings and fiscal rules.
FC16 documented how States borrow
through government-controlled entities
and service those liabilities from the
budget, keeping them invisible in

CM
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Drop in shareable revenue h o

Divisible Pool as % of Gross Tax Revenue (GTR), from 2010-11 to 2025-26

Divisible pool

FC period

States’ share in the

(% of GTR) divisible pool
2010-11 FC13 89 32%
2011-12 FC13 88.9 32%
2012-13 FC13 89.7 32%
2013-14 FC13 89.3 32% ~a C-
2014-15 FC13 89.1 32% ‘ !
2015-16 FC14 86.9 42% .
2016-17 FC14 86.2 42% Y/ /)
2017-18 FC14 75.6 42%
2018-19 FC14 812 42% /4//1 g
2019-20 FC14 80.9 42% V7
2020-21 FC15 74 41% B
2021-22 FC15 753 41%
2022-23 FC15 775 41% Source: CAG certificates
2023-24 FC15 79.9 41% i
2024-25 RE FC15 819 41% i Shsa e
2025-26 BE FC15 81.3 41% !-Main Report

Horizontal devolution formula of FC15 vs FC16

Criterion

FC15 weight

FC16 weight Change

(2021-2026) (2026-2031) (*pp)

Income distance (per capita GSDP) 45% 42.50% -2.5
Population (2011 Census) 15% 17.50% +2.5
Demographic performance 12.50% 10% -2.5
Area 15% 10% -5

Forest cover 10% 10% -

Tax & fiscal effort 2.50% Dropped -2.5
Contribution to GDP — 10% (New) +10

*pp- percentage points

headline deficit figures.

It is recommended that States
discontinue this practice and that the
Fiscal Responsibility Legislation (FRL)
frameworks be amended.

The Explanatory Memorandum
accepted the quantum of borrowing
ceilings in principle, then noted that
off-budget controls, FRL amendments,
and the Union’s own fiscal deficit path
would be examined separately. That
phrase has a history in Indian fiscal
federalism. It means not now.

The Commission’s own inter-State
comparison documents the backdrop.
Punjab carried a debt-to-GSDP ratio of
42.9% in 2023-24 and a revenue deficit of
3.7% of GSDP, borrowing primarily to
address revenue shortfalls rather than
build capital assets.

Rajasthan’s outstanding liabilities stood
at 37.9% of GSDP, West Bengal’s at 38.3%,
and Andhra Pradesh’s at 34.6%. Each
operates under fiscal rules that, by the
Commission’s own assessment, are
effectively unenforced. The
recommendation to reform those rules
was made. The Union noted it for later.

Rewarding the Centre’s priorities
Two choices in FC16’s transfer
architecture repay close reading.

The first is the replacement of the tax
and fiscal effort criterion in the horizontal
devolution formula with a contribution to
GDP criterion. Under FC15, States
received a 2.5% weight based on their
own tax revenue efficiency relative to
economic capacity, rewarded for trying
harder.

The new criterion, assigned a 10%
weight, allocates resources in proportion
to each State’s contribution to national
GDP, measured as the square root of its

Source: Reports of the 15th and 16th Finance Commissions through PRS

GSDP relative to all States. Maharashtra,
Gujarat, and Karnataka, large, high-GSDP
States that already generate substantial
own revenue, benefit structurally from
this shift.

Bihar, Jharkhand, and Uttar Pradesh,
which are States with lower per capita
incomes and greater fiscal need, do not.
This is not a technical adjustment. It is an
inversion of equalisation logic: the
previous criterion rewarded effort, the
new one rewards weight.

The shift from tax & fiscal effort (2.5%)
to contribution to GDP (10%) is the
defining structural change. The second is
the conditionality architecture of the local
body grants. The ¥7,91,493 crore
recommended for rural and urban local
bodies is divided into basic and
performance components, with access
contingent on entry-level conditions
covering constituted bodies, audited
accounts, and the timely constitution of
State Finance Commissions.

Performance grants add further layers
tied to own-source revenue benchmarks
and Central database compliance. Each
condition is defensible in isolation.
Together, they construct a system in
which the gap between a State’s
entitlement and its actual receipt depends
on its capacity to meet Central
monitoring requirements.

States with weaker governance
infrastructure, which tend also to be
States with greater fiscal need, face that
gap most acutely. The FC15 period offers a
precedent, where urban local body grants
were released at only 62.6% of the
recommended amount.

Read alongside the Commission’s
report, the Explanatory Memorandum
reveals a consistent logic. The Union
accepts what gives it budgetary

The Union accepts what gives it
budgetary predictability: the 41% share,
the formula, and the grants. It defers
what would require sharing structural
authority, fiscal rule reform, off-budget
liability controls, and power sector
restructuring

predictability: the 41% share, the formula,
and the grants.

It defers what would require sharing
structural authority, fiscal rule reform,
off-budget liability controls, and power
sector restructuring. Where FC16
diagnosed a problem and recommended
aremedy, the Union took note. Where
FC16 designed a flow and set an amount,
the Union accepted it in full.

What makes the FC16 moment
distinctive is that it arrives after years of
documented State-level fiscal
deterioration, the Commission’s own data
confirms.

Punjab borrows to pay salaries and
service existing debt, not to build
infrastructure. Andhra Pradesh carries
reorganisation-era liabilities that no
Finance Commission has resolved.
Rajasthan’s revenue deficit persists across
multiple award periods. The Commission
saw each of these. The Memorandum
took note.

A federal structure whose transfers
increasingly reward economic weight
over fiscal need, whose structural stress is
deferred cycle after cycle, and whose only
reliable outcome is the perpetuation of
Centre-State asymmetry is surely not a
system in good health. It has somehow
learned to look like it is - and that is
deeply troubling and unsettling for the
fiscal-federal character of India’s
constitutional republic which can result in
long-term implications and an
exacerbating civic divide.

Deepanshu Mohan is professor and
dean, O.P. Jindal Global University, and
Director, Centre for New Economics Studies
(CNES). Nagappan Arun and Saksham Raj
contributed to this column from Centre for
New Economics Studies, O.P. Jindal Global
University.
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The Union government
accepted the Sixteenth Finance
Commission’s (FC’s)
recommendation to retain the
States’ share in the divisible
pool at 41%.
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A 41% share sounds like
continuity. In nominal terms, it
is. But the divisible pool is not
gross tax revenues.
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Cesses and surcharges, levied
and retained entirely by the
Union, sit outside the pool, and
their share has been growing.
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Combined with another innovation — subscriber trunk dialling, or STD — the C-DOT digital switch dramatically improved tele
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com connectivity across the country. GETTY IMAGES

Lessons from C-DOT saga for
technology development in India

The Centre for Development of Telematics heralded a communications revolution by developing indigenous rural telephone exchange technology;

however, in the three months of K.P. Unnikrishnan as Minister for Communications, the project was derailed and a mass exodus of scientists began

Dinesh C. Sharma

ormer Congress and socialist
leader K.P. Unnikrishnan, who
passed away at Kozhikode on
March 3, was an elected Member
of Parliament for six terms between 1971
and 1995. He will be remembered for his
long political and parliamentary career
spanning several decades and for his
public life. Few, however, might recall the
impact of his tenure as the Minister for
Communications for about three months
— from December 1989 to April 1990 — in
the short-lived government of Prime
Minister V.P. Singh. Unnikrishnan’s brief
stay in Sanchar Bhawan was marked by
controversies that derailed one of the
most successful technology development
programmes of independent India — the
Centre for Development of Telematics
(C-DOT) — and ended the career of Sam
Pitroda as a technology policymaker.
Unnikrishnan’s crackdown on the
telecom R&D organisation, which
heralded the communication revolution
with its indigenously developed rural
telephone exchange technology, was so
severe that it could barely recover in later
decades.

The communication scenario in India
of the 1970s and 1980s was pathetic.
Telephone connectivity was very poor.
The national waiting list for getting a
landline connection stood at 8.42 lakh in
1987, translating into a waiting period of
three to four years. The connectivity in
rural areas was worse, with just 3% of six
lakh villages having a telephone
connection. The quality of service was
also poor, with high downtime.

The main reason was the dependence
on imports for telecom equipment such
as switches, transmission lines, and
instruments. Multinational telecom
companies determined the level and type
of technology India needed. The
imported analogue exchanges would
often break down due to high
temperatures and dust. They also could
not handle high call volume in India.

In 1980, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
formed a committee to review the
telecom infrastructure. An Indian
technologist from the U.S. made a radical
suggestion before this panel: that India
should develop and manufacture a digital
switch instead of importing, as favoured

by the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT). Over the next
few years, this idea crystalised and C-DOT
was born in 1986, with Sam Pitroda as its
chairman.

Pitroda did not want it to be another
government R&D outfit on the lines of
existing laboratories and national
institutions administered by different
ministries. It was formed as an
autonomous society, funded by the
government but with functional freedom,
on the lines of the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research (TIFR). The
agency was given an assured budget and a
tight deadline — 36 crore and 36 months
— to develop an indigenous switch. The
idea was to introduce the next level of
technology and do so indigenously. The
proposed digital switch was heavily
software-based, unlike the prevailing
crossbar exchanges.

New work culture

Young engineers and technologists were
recruited. They worked as project teams
in Bangalore and Delhi. A new work
culture was promoted. One American
industry analyst wrote, “Young
blue-jeaned computer programmers
pulling all-nighters, walls peppered with
PERT diagrams, weekend retreats,
employee counselling programs, and
performance-linked awards. But it is not
Silicon Valley, it is India. It is not Apple
Computer, it is C-DOT run by the
government.”

But at home, C-DOT and Pitroda faced
a hostile bureaucracy and an
uncooperative DoT. Questions were raised
in Parliament and the press about the
working of C-DOT. In response to
allegations of financial irregularities and
flouting of government rules,
inter-governmental committees were
quickly formed to review the working of
C-DOT, but they did not report any
financial wrongdoing.

As promised, C-DOT not only
developed the digital rural exchange but
also developed several other projects in
the given timeframe, as well as novel ways
of technology transfer and a base of
Indian vendors. All this helped it break
the stronghold of American and
European telecom suppliers in India.
Combined with another innovation —
subscriber trunk dialling, or STD — the

C-DOT digital switch dramatically
improved telecom connectivity across the
country, heralding the communications
revolution.

When Unnikrishnan took over as the
Minister for Communications in
December 1989, Pitroda and, because of
his association, C-DOT were being
targeted by top bureaucracy as well as the
political opponents of Rajiv Gandhi. For
Gandhi’s political adversaries, including
those from the Congress party, Pitroda
had become an easy target as he was seen
influencing key decisions as an important
member of the informal group of
“Computer Boys” who had direct access
to the prime minister. Pitroda helmed
Gandhi’s pet programme, ‘Technology
Missions’. In addition, telecom MNCs had
been perturbed by the success of C-DOT.
All this placed Pitroda and C-DOT in a
tight spot as Rajiv Gandhi and the
Congress were voted out.

On the very first day of taking over as
the minister, Unnikrishnan publicly
humiliated Pitroda, purportedly for being
late in receiving him when he arrived at
Sanchar Bhawan. Within a week, he
formed a high level expert committee
headed by K.P.P. Nambiar, former
chairman of Indian Telephone Industries,
to investigate C-DOT. It included all eight
members of the inter-departmental
committee that had gone into the
performance of C-DOT twice in 1986 and
1988 and cleared it. G.B. Meemansi,
executive director of C-DOT, was also
made a member. Nambiar then formed a
one-man subcommittee specifically to
review C-DOT’s purchases.

“The deliberations, during the Expert
Committee meetings, while reviewing the
findings of the sub-committee, showed a
planned witch-hunt instead of an honest
review of the work put in by C-DOT. An air
of gloom and uncertainty started hanging
over 600 young C-DOTians,” Meemansi
later recalled in his memoirs. He and
three other members of the committee
gave a dissent note. Nambiar did not
include the note in his final report and
submitted it quickly to Unnikrishnan
before the decided date. When the
dissent note was submitted to
Unnikrishnan, he called it a “parallel
report” and refused to make it a part of
the report submitted by Nambiar. The
Nambiar report was also submitted

during the weekend. On the next working
day, Unnikrishnan issued orders sacking
from C-DOT two of the four members —
Meemansi and D.R. Mahajan — who had
written the dissenting note. Two weeks
later, Unnikrishnan was divested of the
communications portfolio and replaced
by Janeshwar Mishra.

The three-month tenure of
Unnikrishnan as the Communications
Minister at a critical point in technology
development and dissemination derailed
the whole indigenisation project. Though
C-DOT eventually delivered 10,000-line
and 40,000-line exchanges as promised,
the momentum it generated for
innovation and product development was
lost. Rattled by the shabby treatment of
the founders and mentors like Pitroda
and Meemansi, several young engineers
marched to the Prime Minister’s
residence in Delhi, and staged a walkout
when Unnikrishnan went to address them
in Bangalore.

Mass exodus of scientists

Within a few months C-DOT reported a
mass exodus of scientists and engineers,
making it a classic case of brain drain.
Many were readily recruited by
multinational telecom firms, which made
a comeback in the post-1991 liberalisation
years, while others became
entrepreneurs.

The episode has many lessons that are
still relevant four decades later.
Indigenous technology development
needs unstinted support from the
political as well as administrative
apparatus, irrespective of a change in
political dispensation. The development
teams and organisations involved need
functional autonomy and freedom from
mundane bureaucratic restrictions.
Technology development is risky business
and cannot be tied down by traditional
yardsticks of time and cost-overruns as
well as failures. Young talent is an
essential raw material and it needs to be
retained and nurtured in every way
possible. Product development remains
the holy grail of technology business in
India, and there is a lot to learn from the
history of technology development here.

Dinesh C. Sharma is a New Delhi-based
journalist and author, and has written
books on India’s post-1947 science and
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On this day in 2020, WHO declared COVID a pandemic.

Here’s a quiz on people who died during the outbreak

Srinivasan Ramani

A post-Independence achievers in sport.
QUESTION 1 Name him.
This person was to Satyajit Ray what A

Toshiro Mifune was to Akira Kurosawa
and Robert De Niro was to Martin
Scorsese. While his filmography is almost
entirely in Bengali, he did direct the Hindi
feature “Stree ki patra”. Name him.

the army, he became a major athlete
and one of India’s pioneering

QUESTION 4

Before dying due to COVID-19 related
complications, this person sang a song
called, “Bharath Bhoomi”, composed by
Ilaiyaraaja and dedicated to frontline

A workers such as healthcare

QUESTION 2 professionals, police, nurses, etc. Name

Name the Chinese ophthalmologist who this legendary playback singer.

was one of the first whistleblowers to A

warn about the initial COVID-19 outbreak QUESTION 5

in Wuhan. This cricketer was the first in Test

A cricket to have scored more than 2,000
QUESTION 3 runs without a century (highest of 97). A

This Olympian legend from India came
from a difficult childhood and was even
arrested for travelling ticketless in a train
as a teenager. Thanks to his entry into

CM
K

Name this former opening batsman
who also joined politics and later
became a BJP MP and a state
government minister?

This person will be forever remembered
for lying to the U.N. Security Council
about the presence of “weapons of mass
destruction” in Irag. Name him.

Questions and answers to
the previous day’s daily
quiz on T20 World Cup:

1. Besides Sanju Samson,
which Indian won two
player-of-the- match awards?
Ans: Hardik Pandya

2. Which country did Yuvraj
Samra play for? Ans: Canada
3. Apart from Samson, which
other Indian got more than
300 runs? Ans: Ishan Kishan
4. How did the Scots Matthew
Cross, Michael Leask, and
Oliver Davidson make news on
February 7? Ans: The three
batters were the victims in
West Indian Romario
Shepherd's hat-trick, the
only one of the tournament.
5. Name the lone Pakistani
and West Indian in the ICC's

technology journey.

Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Team of the tournament. Ans:
Sahibzada Farhan and
Jason Holder respectively.
6. What was the prize money
(in U.S. Dollars) that India
took home for emerging the
champion? Ans: $3 million
7. Which other teams, apart
from New Zealand (2021 and
2026), have lost two summit
clashes? Ans: Pakistan
(2007, 2022) and Sri Lanka
(2009, 2012).

Name this American joint
highest wicket-taker till the
final where Varun and Bumrah
went ahead by one wicket to
tally 14 scalps. Ans: Shadley
Van Schalkwyk

Early Birds: Neha Mahendru|
Shailmil Naaz| Varghese
Joseph| Sadhan Panda

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

“Is it time to celebrate? Did your client
pay you well?”

“He paid me all right! He paid me a
monkey’s allowance.”

“A monkey’s allowance? I didn’t know
that monkeys got an allowance!”

“They do, sometimes. Tell me, what
does a monkey get from its master once it
has performed in front of an audience?”

“Nothing, as far as I know. Maybe the
master gives the animal some peanuts.”

“Exactly! He gives the poor animal
something to eat. That’s all. So when you
say that you received a monkey’s
allowance from someone, it means that
you got paid a trifling amount for the
work that you did.”

“Isee. So, is it O.K. to say, I received a
monkey’s allowance for the job?”

“It certainly is. I was given a monkey’s
allowance for helping my uncle clean his
garage.”

“Most of us are usually given...”

“...Would you please stop monkeying
around with the remote.”

“Monkeying around? Does it mean the
same thing as fool around?”

“Very good. When you ‘monkey
around’ with something, or someone, you
fool around or play around with it/them.
For example, the children were
monkeying around with an old
screwdriver.”

“Some of my friends were monkeying
around in the playground. How does that
sound?”

“Sounds fine. Stop monkeying around
with the scooter and start doing your
homework.”

“Talking about scooters, what
happened to yours? The seats are all torn
up. And the...”

“...there are a lot of monkeys in the
place where I work. And...”

“...of course there are. I am looking at
one of the monkeys right now.”

“Ha! Ha! Very funny. Only one monkey
recognises another, by the way. Anyway,
as I was telling you, there are real
monkeys on campus. And they tore up
the seat.”

“I see. You have monkeys going about
their business outside the office. I
understand there is also monkey business
going on in the office.”

“Do you know what monkey business
means?”

“Of course, I do. It means a
mischievous or an illegal activity of some
kind.”

“That’s right. The students have been
awfully quiet for some time now. I have a
feeling that there is some monkey
business going on.”

“Some people believe that there is
some monkey business between your
Chairman and the General Manager.”

“It’s not just the Chairman. A lot of
people are...”

“...Sujatha’s father believes...”

“...How is he, by the way? Is he, like
Sujatha, still making a monkey out of
you?”

“Making a monkey out of me? What do
you mean?”

“When you make a monkey out of
someone, you make a fool out of him/her.
For example, Sreenivas got so drunk at
the party that he made a monkey out of
himself”

“At school, all my friends try and make
a monkey out of Venkat.”

“It doesn’t take much to make a
monkey out of poor Venkat.”

Published in The Hindu on November
16, 1999

Word of the day

Fortuitous:
occurring by happy chance

Synonyms: causeless, uncaused

Usage: it was a fortuitous meeting that led to
a lifelong friendship

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/fortuitous

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [fortjurtas/, /forffus.ites/
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For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
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