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Rajya Sabha Chairman C.P.
Radhakrishnan and Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla
have rejected a notice sub-
mitted by 193 Opposition
MPs across both Houses
seeking the removal of
Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Gyanesh Ku-
mar. No speci�c reasons
were cited for the
rejection.

The notice, submitted
on March 12, was signed by
63 Rajya Sabha members
and 130 Lok Sabha
members.

The Secretaries-General
of both Houses issued bul-
letins on Monday stating
that “after due considera-
tion”, the notice had not
been admitted.

The 10-page document
accused the CEC of being
“subservient” to the execu-
tive and alleged the “delib-
erate abuse of power and
position of a constitutional
o�ce”, among other

charges.

Chairs of both
Houses reject 
notice seeking 
CEC’s removal 

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI
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T
he Supreme Court
on Monday de-
clined the West

Bengal government’s ap-
peal to wait for a few more
days before freezing the
electoral roll so that many
of the over 20 lakh voters,
who could not pass the ver-
i�cation by judicial o�cers
after being removed from
rolls under the special in-
tensive revision (SIR), get a
chance to vote in the As-
sembly election on April 23
and 29.

On the gheraoing of jud-
icial o�cers in the State’s
Malda district on April 1,
the top court invoked pow-
ers under Article 142 of the
Constitution and Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant,
heading a Bench, said the
incident was not an emo-
tional outburst, but a
“well-planned, calculated,
and deeply instigated”
move. The court directed
the National Investigation
Agency to take over the in-
vestigation in the case.

The hearing began with
senior advocate Shyam Di-
van, appearing for West
Bengal, saying there were
long meandering queues
of voters in the State who,
remain excluded from the

electoral rolls after failing
to make their case against
‘logical discrepancies’
found in their details.

Mr. Divan said the 19 ap-
pellate tribunals should be
asked to dispose of the ap-
peals by April 15. A �nal
supplementary electoral
roll, including the names
of voters who have won
their appeals, could be pu-
blished on April 18, �ve
days ahead of April 23, the
�rst polling date. Electors,
whose appeals could not
be decided by April 15,
could be included in the
electoral roll. Freezing the
electoral rolls on April 6,

the last date of �ling nomi-
nations for the �rst phase,
would deprive lakhs of
their right to vote and
amount to ignoring the ap-
pellate process, he submit-
ted. “Appeals are a contin-
uation of the adjudication
process, and no elector
should be disenfranchised.
These are mapped elec-
tors. They had voted in the
2002 elections,” he said.

But Justice Joymalya
Bagchi, on the Bench, said
a tribunal hearing cannot
be “compressed”. Princi-
ples of natural justice were
involved and the hearing of
appeals cannot be made

into a hasty exercise to �t a
pre-conceived deadline, as
suggested by the State. 

The court said the issue
of logical discrepancies
was “peculiar” to West
Bengal, prompting the use
of judicial o�cers to verify
objections. The court not-
ed that out of over 60 lakh
objections, 59.15 lakh were
disposed of by the judicial
o�cers.

SC denies Bengal’s plea to
delay locking of poll rolls

Last resort: People queue up in Nadia, West Bengal, on Monday to submit their petitions before the

special tribunal after their names were deleted from the voter list under the SIR. PTI

Top court says tribunal hearings cannot be ‘compressed’ and made hasty to �t a deadline; CJI says

gheraoing of judicial o�cers on April 1 was a ‘well-planned, calculated and deeply instigated’ move

Krishnadas Rajagopal
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The intelligence chief of
Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards (IRGC), Major Gen-
eral Majid Khademi, was
killed in U.S.-Israeli strikes
on Tehran on Monday, ac-
cording to Iranian state
media and Israel’s Defence
Minister. He was sanc-
tioned by the U.S. earlier
this year citing a role in
suppressing anti-govern-
ment protests. 

Israel said it also killed
Asghar Bakeri, the leader
of the IRGC’s undercover
unit in its expeditionary
Quds Force. Announcing
the killing of the intelli-
gence chief, Israeli Defence
Minister Israel Katz said
Iran’s steel and petrochem-
ical industries were “se-
verely damaged” as well.

Major General Khademi,
who, according to a state-
ment by the IRGC, was
killed in an airstrike at
dawn, was one of several
senior �gures within the
force to be killed so far in
the war in West Asia that
began on February 28 with
the assassination of Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei in U.S-Israeli
strikes. 

The IRGC praised the
Major General’s role in pav-
ing the way for Iran to con-
front “foreign enemies”
and vowed to avenge his

death. “The malicious and
desperate enemy should
know that a major retalia-
tory strike... under Opera-
tion 'crushing revenge’,
awaits the planners and
perpetrators of this crime,”
it said in a statement on its
o�cial media site Sepah
News.

Con�rming the killing of
Mr. Bakeri, the Israeli mili-
tary said the undercover
leader had planned attacks
on Israeli and U.S. targets
as well as operations in Sy-
ria and Lebanon.

With U.S. President Do-
nald Trump’s Tuesday dea-
dline for Tehran to reopen
the Strait of Hormuz loom-
ing, Israel and the U.S. on
Monday carried out a wave
of attacks, killing more
than 25 people in Iran.
Tehran responded with
missile �re on Israel and its
Arab neighbours. 

Iran intel chief killed
as Trump’s deadline
to open Strait looms

Majid Khademi WIKI COMMONS

Associated Press
Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM/PARIS
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A trial court in Tamil Nadu
on Monday awarded the
death penalty to nine poli-
cemen found guilty of cus-
todial torture and murder
of a trader and his son dur-
ing the COVID-19 lockdown
at Sattankulam in Thoothu-
kudi district.

The custodial torture
meted out to P. Jayaraj (58)
and his son J. Benicks (31),
who were detained at the
Sattankulam police station
on the mere charge of vio-
lating COVID-19 lockdown
norms and keeping their
mobile phone sales and
service showroom open in
June 2020, had shaken civil
society and also became a
political issue.

The Madurai First Addi-
tional District and Sessions
Judge, G. Muthukumaran,
had on March 23 held that
all the nine policemen pro-
secuted by the CBI in the
case were guilty of the
crime.

The judge awarded
death sentence to the then
Sattankulam inspector S.
Sridhar; sub-inspectors P.
Raghu Ganesh and K. Ba-
lakrishnan; head consta-
bles S. Murugan and A.
Saamidurai; and consta-
bles M. Muthuraj, S. Chel-
ladurai, X. Thomas Fran-
cis, and S. Veilumuthu. 

Special sub-inspector
Pauldurai was also an ac-
cused. But he died during

trial after contracting
COVID-19.

The judge said the act of
the police personnel was
unacceptable. “Where
there was power there
should be responsibility.
Jayaraj and Benicks were
unarmed and were tor-
tured at regular intervals
all through the night at the
police station,” the judge
said. 

Jayaraj was tortured fol-
lowing an altercation with
the police personnel, while
Benicks was tortured for
intervening. They had no
previous antecedents and
it was an act of vengeance
and instilled fear among
the public.

The judge said the Mad-
urai Bench of the Madras
High Court had monitored
the case and if not for this,
the case would have been
buried. “The police per-

sonnel were mentally
sound and well educated.
They were drawing govern-
ment salaries. Those who
should protect and safe-
guard the public acted in
such a manner. It was a
case of the fence eating the
crop,” he said. 

Social evil
It was an attack on human
rights, the judge said, ad-
ding the custodial deaths
were a social evil. He point-
ed out to the recent custo-
dial torture and death inci-
dents reported in Tamil
Nadu as well as outside. 

The judge also referred
to the George Floyd inci-
dent reported in the U.S.
and the recent Ajith Kumar
case reported in Sivaganga
district of Tamil Nadu.

Nine policemen get death in
T.N. custodial murder case
The Hindu Bureau
MADURAI

The accused policemen being produced before the First Additional

District and Sessions Court in Madurai on Monday. G. MOORTHY 
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Fruit market land
being diverted,
says Harish 

HYDERABAD

BRS leader Harish Rao accused

the Congress government of

attempting to divert nearly 200

acres of land earmarked for the

proposed Koheda Fruit Market

to private interests. » Page 6

Early Bird
property tax
drive a�ected

HYDERABAD

Property tax collection during

the Early Bird scheme might

get a�ected due to the

trifurcation of the Greater

Hyderabad Municipal

Corporation into three di�erent

corporations. » Page 2

‘Demand for
processed food
being exploited’

HYDERABAD

Telangana’s growing demand

for ready-to-eat and processed

food is being exploited through

widespread adulterationand

the use of substandard

ingredients, Health Minister C.

Damodar Raja Narasimha

cautioned. » Page 4

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Monday vowed
to complete all pending ir-
rigation projects in the
State and asserted that his
government would restart
the Pranahita-Chevella
project at Tummidihatti in
ertswhile Adilabad district.

Addressing a largely at-
tended ‘Praja Palana – Pra-
gathi Pranalika’ public
meeting at Pipri in Boath
Constituency and also to
commemorate the three
years of ‘People’s March’
undertaken by the then
Congress Legislature Party
leader and present Deputy
Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka, Mr. Reddy
said: “From this platform, I
promise that we will not
only complete pending ir-
rigation projects but we
will restart the Pranahita–
Chevella project at Tummi-
dihatti. Providing irriga-
tion water to Adilabad and
turning this region lush
and fertile is our
responsibility.”

Speci�cally referring to
the developmental works
planned for erstwhile un-
divided Adilabad district,
Mr. Reddy said the govern-
ment planned to lay the
foundation stone for Adila-
bad Airport, tentatively, by
June 2. “We will develop
the Adilabad region into an
industrial hub,” he said

and pointed out that the
land acquisition for this
purpose is progressing ra-
pidly. He also pointed out
that the government has
initiated land acquisition
for a university in Adila-
bad. 

The Chief Minister, re-
ferring to the land of tribal
warrior Komaram Bheem
— who ignited the spirit of
struggle with the slogan
“Jal, Jungle aur Jameen”
while �ghting for the reso-
lution of people’s issues —
said the protests in Nirmal
as PCC president, the In-
dravelli Dandora move-
ment, or Bhatti Vikramar-
ka’s People’s March
padayatra all made impact.

He made it clear that
politics exist only during
elections. “When it comes
to development, we move
forward by taking eve-
ryone along. That is why
we invited people beyond

party lines to these meet-
ings,” he noted. 

The Chief Minister said
even when there are no
Congress MLAs, the go-
vernment had sanctioned
Young India Integrated
Schools. “Even without
our MLAs, we are taking
development forward, en-
suring that people do not
su�er. We have never said
that development will hap-
pen only if you vote for
Congress. We do not look
at parties; we look at peo-
ple’s hardships and imple-
ment welfare schemes,” he
said. The Chief Minister al-
so spoke about free RTC
bus travel for women.

Concluding his speech,
he said the government
was preparing assessments
of everything that Adilabad
district needs. 

CM vows to complete all
pending irrigation projects 
Ravi Reddy
PIPRI (ADILABAD DISTRICT)

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy and others at a public meeting

organised in Pipri, Bazarhathnoor mandal, Adilabad district on

Monday. NAGARA GOPAL 
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P
roperty tax collec-
tion during the Ear-
ly Bird scheme

might get a�ected due to
the trifurcation of the
Greater Hyderabad Munici-
pal Corporation into three
di�erent corporations,
namely GHMC, Cyberabad
Municipal Corporation and
Malkajgiri Municipal
Corporation.

Early Bird scheme o�ers
a rebate of 5% on the total
annual payable tax if paid
within the �rst month of
the year. Every year, the
scheme earns a large boun-
ty for GHMC as property
owners vie to avail the con-
cession by paying e�ort-
lessly online.

This year, many con-
sumers are struggling to
pay the tax as the website
has undergone changes,
and the tax payment ap-
pears under the name of
Core Urban Region Econo-
my instead of the corpora-
tion concerned. “I have
been unable to pay the tax
online despite several at-
tempts, as the payment op-
tions are not working. I got

an error message repeated-
ly that the selected pay-
ment gateway was under
development,” Srinivas
Nayak, a resident of Chin-
talkunta said.

The same complaint
was heard from several
others. All the payment op-
tions appear bunched un-
der a single push button. If
one still goes ahead with
payment selecting it, one
gets the error message.

The SMS blast which
would send customised
links to each property tax-
payer for easy payment,
has not been initiated yet,
a week into the Early Bird

window. While a few own-
ers in the GHMC limits
have received the messag-
es, a large number are yet
to get them. In Cyberabad
and Malkajgiri corpora-
tions, the SMSes have not
yet been started.

“Till last year, we paid
the tax through Bill Collec-
tor who would visit once
every month. We did not
get any message or link so
far,” shared Vinayak,
another property owner
from Nizampet. Nizampet
was a separate corporation
till last year, and one
among the 27 urban local
bodies to be merged with

GHMC at the end of 2025.
Now, it is part of the Cybe-
rabad Municipal
Corporation.

Last year, GHMC got a
total ₹900.93 crore in the
Early Bird scheme which
was 44% of the previous
year’s total collection of
₹2,038 crore. In the 2025-
26 �nancial year, the col-
lection for the CURE area
stood at mere ₹2,558.8
crore, which is way less
when juxtaposed against
the expansion in the scope
from 650 sq.km to more
than 2,000 sq. km.

Of the total, the highest
₹1,000.36 crore was col-
lected from the Cyberabad
Municipal Corporation’s
purview, while Malkajgiri
Municipal Corporation ac-
counted for mere ₹562.62
crore. The newly constitut-
ed GHMC’s collections
stood at ₹995.82 crore,
which is merely ₹94.89
crore or 9.6% higher than
the Early Bird collections
from its previous form.
This is despite the One
Time Settlement scheme,
which entailed 90% waiver
on the penalty, and height-
ened enforcement towards
the end of the year.

GHMC trifurcation
glitches mar Early Bird
property tax drive

Last year, GHMC got a total ₹900.93 crore in the Early Bird scheme

which was 44% of the previous year’s collection of ₹2,038 crore.

Scheme faces setback as GHMC trifurcation triggers technical glitches, delayed SMS alerts and

payment failures, leaving taxpayers struggling despite incentives and expanded urban jurisdiction

Swathi Vadlamudi
HYDERABAD

The Secunderabad Canton-
ment Board (SCB) has re-
solved to collect Transfer
of Property Tax (TPT) di-
rectly from applicants,
with the revised system set
to come into e�ect from
June 1, according to CEO
Arvind Kumar Dwivedi.

The decision was taken
during a board meeting on
Monday. Under the new
mechanism, all property
transfers within the Secun-
derabad Cantonment juris-
diction from June 1 on-
wards will require the TPT
to be paid directly to the
Cantonment Board. Until
now, it was being collected
through the Sub-Registrar
O�ce at the time of
registration.

Mr. Dwivedi said there is
no change in the tax rate.
The TPT continues to be le-
vied at 5%, a rate that has
remained unchanged since

it was �xed in 1989.
The Board’s decision

comes amid growing de-
mands from residents’
groups seeking a reduction
in the TPT rate and a fresh
public consultation pro-
cess. A representation sub-
mitted by Cantonment Vi-
kas Manch, an NGO, has
urged SCB to revisit the de-
cades-old tax structure
and invite objections and
suggestions from
residents.

Sanki Ravinder Babu,
general secretary of the
NGO, argued that socio-
economic conditions, pro-
perty values and purchas-
ing capacity have changed
signi�cantly over the de-
cades, making the contin-
uation of the 5% rate
unjusti�ed.

The group added that in
the adjoining Greater Hyd-
erabad Municipal Corpora-
tion areas, the TPT rate is
1.5%, and sought parity on
grounds of fairness. 

The tax rate will remain unchanged at 5%. REPRESENTATIONAL PHOTO 

Siddharth Kumar Singh
HYDERABAD

SCB set to collect
property transfer tax
directly from June 1

A 30-year-old businessman was honoured by
Hyderabad Police Commissioner V.C. Sajjanar for
rescuing an eight-year-old girl from an alleged
abduction and assault attempt. The accused,
Saleem, a 30-year-old auto driver from
Mehdipatnam, was arrested on April 2 after
allegedly luring the girl into his vehicle in Abids
on April 1 and taking her to an isolated spot in
Golconda. Businessman Mohammed Feroz,
passing by after o�ering prayers, noticed the
child crying inside the autorickshaw and grew
suspicious. When he intervened, the girl said the
driver was behaving inappropriately. The
accused �ed, leaving her behind. Feroz contacted
her family, and patrolling Blue Colts constables
soon reached the spot and safely reunited her
with her parents.

Man feted for rescuing minor
girl from abduction bid

INBRIEF
�

Medicover Hospitals, in collaboration with
Osmania Medical College and orthopaedic
bodies, organised a training programme aimed at
strengthening emergency trauma response, in
Hyderabad on Monday. Nearly 200 orthopaedic
surgeons from across the country took part in the
intensive, hands-on cadaveric workshop on
pelvic and acetabular trauma care. Uday Krishna
Myneni, organising secretary of the workshop,
noted that the injuries carry a high risk due to
potential internal haemorrhage, and said timely
intervention in the ‘golden hour’ can greatly
improve survival chances.

Orthopaedic surgeons trained
in advanced trauma care 

The Young India Skills University (YISU)and
Vignana Jyothi Institute of Engineering &
Technology (VJIET) have signed a memorandum
of understanding to advance skill-based
education and enhance industry-oriented
learning. Through this collaboration, VJIET will
play a role in jointly developing and
implementing skill development programmes,
certi�cation courses, internships, workshops and
industry-integrated training initiatives. This will
help students across the institutions gain relevant
technical, analytical and professional skills. The
MoU stresses faculty development, collaborative
research and knowledge exchange through joint
academic initiatives. YISU Vice-Chancellor
V.L.V.S.S. Subba Rao was present.

Young India Skills University
and Vignana Jyothi ink MoU

Amid concerns raised dur-
ing the recent Telangana
Assembly Budget session
over the gap between allo-
cations and actual spend-
ing on Minorities Welfare,
o�cial documents reveal
that less than 50% of the
earmarked funds were
utilised.

A Right to Information
request �led by Kareem
Ansari, an activist with the
portal youRTI.in, stated
that the aim was to track
the performance of go-
vernment schemes across
departments.

According to the infor-
mation sought, including

per-head allocation, fund
releases and actual expen-
diture, the Minorities Wel-
fare Department, which
was allocated ₹3,585.03
crore in FY 2025-26, spent
only ₹1,703.30 crore, or
47.5% of the total.

One area that witnessed
glaringly low spending was
education. A primary ex-
ample is the disbursal of
funds for the Reimburse-
ment of Tuition Fee (RTF)
scheme, under which the
government extends �nan-
cial assistance to college
students by paying their
fees. While the allocation
and release were ₹300
crore each, only ₹68.88
crore was spent.

The data shows that no

funds were spent on the
pre-matric (GoI) scholar-
ship scheme, which had an
allocation of ₹1.73 crore.
While the government
dragged its feet on these
schemes, there was a silver
lining in the form of the
Chief Minister’s Overseas
Scholarship, which covers

around ₹995 crore, but the
expenditure was around
₹850 crore.

“In the current �nancial
year, the government re-
duced the RTF budget by
₹200 crore. We are now
seeing very low spending
in the previous year,” said
Mohammed Faraz Ahmed,
State president of the Stu-
dents Islamic Organisation.

He said that the recent
interim orders of the High
Court permitting private
engineering colleges to col-
lect fees directly from stu-
dents in case the govern-
ment fails to reimburse
them will have a huge im-
pact. “The government
should appeal against this
order,” he said.

airfare and tuition in fo-
reign universities. The
scheme saw an expendi-
ture of ₹172.27 crore
against an allocation of
₹130 crore. However, the
number of bene�ciaries
under this scheme is signif-
icantly smaller compared
to those under RTF.

While ₹4 crore was allo-
cated for study circles, on-
ly ₹3 lakh was spent. The
Centre for Educational De-
velopment of Minorities,
with Osmania University as
the nodal agency, was al-
lotted ₹4 crore but record-
ed an expenditure of ₹63
lakh. The Telangana Mi-
norities Residential Educa-
tional Institutions Society
was allocated a budget of

Education schemes take a beating as
minority welfare spending falls below 50%
Syed Mohammed
HYDERABAD

A primary example 
is the disbursal of
funds for the
Reimbursement of
Tuition Fee scheme...
Despite ₹300 crore
being allocated and
released, only ₹68.88
crore was actually
spent on it

Telangana Tourism Special
Chief Secretary A. Vani
Prasad on Monday con-
ducted an inspection of
the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Sta-
tue at NTR Marg and the
musical fountain at Sanjee-
vaiah Park in Hyderabad,
with a focus on bringing
underutilised tourism in-
frastructure into active pu-
blic use.

Accompanied by P.
Gouthami, managing di-
rector of the Telangana
Tourism Development Cor-
poration (TGTDC), and se-
nior o�cials, the inspec-
tion reviewed facilities that
have been completed but
remain either underutil-
ised or not yet open to the
public.

At the Ambedkar Statue
premises, Ms. Prasad as-
sessed the status of sur-
rounding infrastructure
and called for a holistic de-

velopment of the area. She
underlined the need to de-
velop proposed lawn spac-

es in a planned and aes-
thetically appealing
manner to improve visitor
experience. 

For transformation 
O�cials were directed to
explore the use of these
open spaces for tourism-
friendly activities, cultural
programmes and public
engagement initiatives,
with the aim of transform-
ing the site into a vibrant
destination for both tou-
rists and residents.

The team later inspect-
ed the musical fountain
project at Sanjeevaiah
Park, which has been com-
pleted with support from
the Ministry of Tourism. 

Despite its completion,
the facility has not yet been
made operational or
opened to the public. Ms.
Prasad instructed o�cials
to take immediate steps to
operationalise the fountain
and ensure its early inaug-
uration.

‘Bring idle and underutilised
tourism infra into active use’

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Telangana Tourism Special CS

A. Vani Prasad with TTDC chief

P. Gouthami inspecting the 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Statue in

Hyderabad on Monday.

GMR Sports, in partner-
ship with Rugby India, has
announced that the second
edition of the Rugby Pre-
mier League (RPL) will be
held at the Gachibowli Sta-
dium in Hyderabad from
June 16 to 28.

The announcement
comes shortly after GMR
Sports signed a memoran-
dum of understanding
(MoU) with the govern-
ment of Telangana, aimed
at developing a Satellite
Sports City within Bharat
Future City. The initiative
re�ects the group’s focus
on strengthening sports in-
frastructure, promoting in-
novation and supporting
athlete development in the
State, said a release.

The upcoming edition
of the league will feature
the six franchises that par-
ticipated in the inaugural
season. The organisers
said the tournament will
bring together leading In-
dian and international
players while o�ering fans
an engaging and competi-
tive rugby experience.

“Hyderabad’s emer-
gence as a global sporting
destination re�ects Telan-
gana’s long-term policy vi-
sion and institutional sup-
port for international
partnerships. Events such
as the Rugby Premier
League contribute signi�-
cantly to tourism, urban
visibility and the broader
sports economy of Telan-
gana,” said Special Chief
Secretary Jayesh Ranjan.

Hyderabad to
host second
Rugby Premier
League in June

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

In a powerful tale of resi-
lience and determination,
Warangal-based para taek-
wondo athlete Ellavula
Goutham Yadav (27) has
climbed to World No. 2
rank in the Senior Male P51
category, according to the
latest rankings released by
World Para Taekwondo.

The achievement marks
a milestone in Goutham’s
sporting journey, particu-
larly given the challenges
he has overcome. In 2020,
his promising career was
interrupted by a road acci-
dent. Refusing to accept
defeat, and supported
strongly by his family, he
embarked on a determined
recovery and return to in-
ternational competition.

His perseverance has
since translated into con-
sistent success on the glo-
bal stage. Goutham Yadav
has emerged as one of In-

dia’s most accomplished
para taekwondo athletes,
bringing pride to Telanga-
na and the nation through
his performances.

His notable internation-
al achievements include a
gold medal at the World
Para Taekwondo Cham-
pionship 2024 in Bahrain,
followed by another gold at
the 5th KTA International
Para Poomsae Champion-
ship 2024 in London. He

added to his medal tally
with a silver at the 10th
Asian Para Taekwondo
Championship 2025 in Ma-
laysia. At the national level,
he is a three-time senior
national champion, esta-
blishing his dominance in
the sport.

Speaking about his
achievement, Goutham
said, “My long-term goal
remains to secure an Olym-
pic medal for India.”

Warangal para taekwondo
athlete ranked world no. 2
P. Laxma Reddy
WARANGAL

Ellavula Goutham Yadav

f1ccf833-44c4-4575-b5cd-33fe76bd21c0

f1ccf833-44c4-4575-b5cd-33fe76bd21c0



M HY-HYECM
YK

THE HINDU 

3Tuesday, April 7, 2026
Hyderabad Hyderabad

Justice E.V. Venugopal of
the Telangana High Court
on Monday issued notices
to the State and the Central
governments in a writ peti-
tion which sought a direc-
tion to reconsider the ‘best
police station ranking
awarded to Shamirpet pol-
ice station of Malkajgiri
commissionerate.

The petition was �led by
Lokahitha society seeking
direction to consider its re-
presentation given to the
Centre and the State to re-
view the 7th rank awarded
to Shamirpet police station
nationwide and the best
police station in Telangana
State. The petitioner socie-
ty also wanted the court to
order an inquiry by the Vi-
gilance Commission into
the alleged corruption in
the police station.

According to the society
represented by its presi-
dent Venkat Swamy, the
best ranking was in con�ict
with the experiences of
corruption, inaction and
abuse of power faced by
members of the society.
The petitioner pointed out
that a Sub-Inspector of the
police station M. Parashu-
ram was caught taking
₹22,000 bribe from a per-
son in August 2025. The
same SI was accused of ac-
cepting ₹2 lakh bribe from
the same complainant.
Some members of the so-
ciety lodged complaints
about illegal occupation of
lands but the o�cers did
not respond, the petitioner
stated. It was only after
members of the society
moved the High Court, the
police o�cials registered
cases, the petitioner said.

The matter was posted
for hearing on April 20.

HC issues notices on
plea against award to
Shamirpet police stn.
The Hindu Bureau

HYDERABAD

A de-addiction centre,
‘Nivrutti’, was inaugurated
at the Central Prison in
Cherlapalli on Monday as
part of e�orts to streng-
then rehabilitation and re-
formative initiatives for
inmates.

Telangana Governor
Shiv Pratap Shukla inaugu-
rated the facility in the pre-
sence of senior o�cials, in-
cluding Director General of
Prisons and Correctional
Services Soumya Mishra
and other government
representatives.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Governor high-
lighted that correctional in-
stitutions must focus on
reform and rehabilitation,
and highlighted past ef-
forts to improve conditions
in prisons and sta�
welfare.

Director General of Pri-
sons and Correctional Ser-
vices Soumya Mishra said
that the centre marks a sig-
ni�cant step in strengthen-
ing jail-based rehabilitation
programmes and empha-
sised that substance abuse
should be addressed

through counselling, medi-
cal care and sustained sup-
port rather than punitive
measures alone. 

Similar ‘Nivrutti’ centres
have been established in
all central prisons in the
State, including Chanchal-
guda, Sangareddy and Ni-
zamabad, as well as the
Special Prison for Women
in Hyderabad. 

These centres are
sta�ed with psychologists
and social workers to pro-
vide treatment and
counselling.

According to o�cials,
2,915 inmates have been
screened for substance
use, while 590 have under-
gone assessment and re-
ceived counselling and
therapy.

Following the inaugura-
tion, Governor Shiv Pratap
Shukla visited the Prisoner
Agricultural Colony in
Cherlapalli and reviewed
various vocational and re-
formative activities. 

Mr. Shiv Pratap Shukla
also inspected initiatives
such as organic farming
and skill-based pro-
grammes aimed at rehabil-
itation and reintegration of
inmates into society.

Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla along with police o�icers after

inaugurating ‘Nivrutti’ at Cherlapalli Central Prison on Monday. 

The Hindu Bureau

HYDERABAD

De-addiction centre
‘Nivrutti’ inaugurated
at Cherlapalli prison
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I, PINJARI BUCHAMMA (OLD NAME) W/O
Pinjari Rajam R/O 4−185,Medipally,
Metpally,Jagtial,TS. I have
changed my name as PINJARI LAXMI
(NEW NAME) W/O Pinjari Rajam.

PERSONAL

CHANGE OF NAME

PUBLIC NOTICE

DEATH

T
elangana currently
has around 1.41
lakh food business

entities, with nearly 80%
concentrated in urban
areas including Hydera-
bad, re�ecting the growing
demand for ready-to-eat
and processed food.

However, this surge is
being exploited through
widespread adulteration
and the use of substandard
ingredients, Health Minis-
ter C. Damodar Raja Nara-
simha cautioned.

The Minister was speak-
ing after �agging o� a Food
Safety Awareness Walkath-
on at Jalavihar, which saw
participation of around
1,000 students and youth.
Highlighting changing con-
sumption patterns, the Mi-
nister said rapid urbanisa-

tion and busy lifestyles
have led to a decline in
home-cooked meals, re-
sulting in increased depen-
dence on restaurants and
processed food. “This shift
has signi�cantly expanded
the food industry, but has
also created opportunities
for malpractice,” he
added.

He noted that adultera-
tion now a�ects a wide
range of essential food
items, including salt, puls-
es, tamarind, sugar, and
tea leaves. In addition,
some food establishments
are using inferior oils and
low-quality ingredients,
posing serious health risks
to consumers. Consump-

tion of such food is contri-
buting to gastrointestinal
disorders in the short term
and increasing the risk of
chronic diseases.

He said a stringent en-
forcement approach is be-
ing adopted. Over the past
two years, more than
11,000 inspections were
conducted in coordination
with the Food Safety and
Police Departments, with
strict action taken against
violators.

Later in the day, the mi-
nister along with senior of-
�cials participated in the
‘Eat Right Mela’ organised
at Nature Cure Hospital in
Hyderabad. The event
showcased a range of
healthy food products. Mil-
let-based items emerged as
a key attraction, with ven-
dors presenting innovative
o�erings such as millet ice
cream and co�ee.

Minister cautions against
rise in food adulteration

Health Minister C. Damodar Raja Narasimha visits a stall at the ‘Eat

Right Mela’ along with other o�icials in the city. SIDDHANT THAKUR

Re�ecting on the growing demand for ready-to-eat and processed food, Health Minister 

Damodar Raja Narasimha warns of health hazards as enforcement and awareness drives intensify 

The Hindu Bureau

HYDERABAD

Two siblings were injured
in stabbing incidents re-
ported in Rein Bazar early
on Sunday.

The accused have been
identi�ed as Rehan Akh-
wan, Mohd Akbar Pasha,
Sijju Agha and Asghar. 

According to the police,
the incident began around
3 a.m. when 20-year-old

Shaik Moin Ahmed was on
his way to a medical shop
near Ganga Nagar Nala. He
was attacked with a knife
by the accused over pre-
vious enmity, causing an
injury to his left hand. La-
ter, when Moin Ahmed’s
brother Shaik Abbas
Ahmed questioned them,
Rehan allegedly stabbed
Abbas in the stomach,
causing bleeding injuries.
Probe is underway.

Two injured in
stabbing incidents

The Hindu Bureau

HYDERABAD

Three persons were arrest-
ed for allegedly posing as
vigilance o�cials and ex-
torting money from a gas
delivery boy near Film Na-
gar on Monday.

According to the police,
the trio intercepted the de-
livery boy and accused him
of selling gas cylinders in
black market. They alleg-

edly threatened to report
him to his employer. Police
said the accused demand-
ed ₹2 lakh, following which
the victim, out of fear,
handed over the cash he
had collected after making
deliveries. The victim later
informed his employer,
who lodged a complaint
with Film Nagar police.
The accused were held and
₹23,000 was recovered
from them. 

3 extort money from
gas delivery boy, held

The Hindu Bureau

HYDERABAD
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C
hief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy,
�anked by Deputy

Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka, performed
‘bhoomi puja’ for the
much-awaited redevelop-
ment of the historic Gnana
Saraswati temple at Basar
in Nirmal on Monday. 

Basar, an abode of God-
dess Saraswati, is renow-
ned for ‘Aksharabhyasam
(initiation into learning).
The temple town, located
on the banks of the Goda-
vari, is set to host the Goda-
vari Pushkaralu (the once-
in-12-year event to worship
the river), in June 2027.

Comprehensive plan
As part of a major initiative
aimed at the grand trans-
formation of the Basar tem-
ple, the State government
allocated ₹225 crore for the
redevelopment of the tem-
ple. The comprehensive
redevelopment plan envis-
ages expansion of the
Sanctum and ardha man-
dapam, construction of a
9-storey Rajagopuram in
the north, 7-storey towers
in other directions, among
other temple development
works. 

The key features of the
master plan for temple re-
development include in-
frastructure upgrade for
enhancing pilgrim ameni-
ties while preserving the
temple traditions, the tem-
ple sources said. The mas-
ter plan was prepared in
consultation with the Srin-
geri Sharada Peetham.

Earlier in the day, the
Chief Minister arrived in
Basar along with his wife
Geetha Reddy and per-
formed special puja at the
historic temple. He also

performed the ‘Aksharab-
hyasam’ of his grandson at
the abode of Goddess
Saraswati.

Telangana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (TPCC)
president B. Mahesh Ku-
mar Goud, Ministers Kon-
da Surekha and J. Krishna
Rao, Rajya Sabha member
Vem Narender Reddy, Adi-
labad MP G. Nagesh and
Nirmal MLA A. Maheshwar
Reddy, among others were
present.

The CM also laid the
foundation stone for the

₹200 crore Young India In-
tegrated Residential
School, Mudhole, and re-
leased a co�ee table book
on the history and cultural
heritage of Nirmal district.

Under the vision of ‘Pra-
ja Palana’ (People’s Gover-
nance — Path of Progress)
programme, the Chief Mi-
nister and Deputy Chief
Minister laid the founda-
tion stones for several de-
velopment works and in-
augurated projects, ful�ll-
ing the promises made
during the padayatra.

CM launches Basar Saraswati
temple redevelopment works

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy along with Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka and others at

the groundbreaking ceremony for Basar temple in Nirmal on Monday. PTI 

Revanth and Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti lay foundation stones for several development works and inaugurate projects;

govt. allocates ₹225 crore for redevelopment of Basar temple which is set to host the Godavari Pushkaralu in June 2027

P Sridhar
NIRMAL

Deputy Chief Minister Mal-
lu Bhatti Vikramarka on
Monday asserted that the
Congress government led
by Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy has ful�lled
‘99%’ of the promises and
guarantees made to the pe-
ople before the elections.

Addressing a massive
public meeting at Pipri in
Adilabad district, held
amid sweltering heat, to
mark the third anniversary
of his People’s March,
when he was a Congress
Legislature Party (CLP)
leader, he said the govern-
ment was committed to
spending every paisa sole-
ly on public welfare.

“We are running a hu-
mane government. None
of us has a personal agenda
— not the Chief Minister,
not myself, nor our Cabi-
net colleagues. People’s
needs and aspirations are
our only agenda,” Mr. Vik-
ramarka said.

Impact of schemes
Drawing a contrast with
past governments, he said
that unlike political parties
that forget their promises
after coming to power, the
Congress leadership had
listened to people’s grie-
vances during public out-
reach programmes while
in the Opposition and con-
tinued the same approach
after assuming o�ce. He
said mechanisms had been

put in place to assess the
impact of welfare mea-
sures on people’s lives.

“Both the Chief Minister
and the Ministers hail from
villages and are well aware
of the hardships faced by
farmers and the poor. We
are working as servants of
the people, not as feudal
lords enjoying power. The
foundation stones laid to-
day for various works re-
�ect our responsibility to-
wards the people,” the
Deputy CM remarked.

Highlighting various
welfare initiatives, he cited
the establishment of inte-
grated schools for children
from all communities un-
der one roof, the breakfast
and mid-day meal scheme
for students, free bus travel
for women, ₹1 lakh crore in
interest-free loans to self-
help groups, the Rythu
Bharosa scheme, free pow-
er up to 200 units and oth-

er programmes.
Mr. Vikramarka pointed

out that the government
had allocated ₹10,000
crore for the free bus
scheme for women alone,
while up to 4.5 lakh two-
bedroom houses were be-
ing constructed at an esti-
mated cost of more than
₹5,000 crore across
constituencies.

Additional funds
District in-charge Minister
Jupally Krishna Rao and
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (PCC) and president
Mahesh Kumar Goud also
addressed the gathering.
Adilabad MP G. Nagesh,
Boath MLA Anil Jhadav and
Mancherial MLA Premsa-
gar Rao urged the govern-
ment to sanction addition-
al funds for roads,
irrigation projects, sports
facilities and degree colleg-
es in the region. 

No personal agenda, only
people’s welfare, says Bhatti
V. Geetanath
PIPRI (ADILABAD)

Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka addressing a public

meeting as part of the ‘Prajapalana Pragati Pranalika’ in Pipri,

Bazarhathnoor Mandal, Adilabad, on Monday. NAGARA GOPAL

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Monday virtually
inaugurated a newly con-
structed building for Telan-
gana Minorities Residential
School and Junior College
Adilabad Girls 2.

The building construct-
ed under Pradhan Mantri
Jan Vikas Karyakram
(PMJVK) is one of the 54
buildings sanctioned for
Telangana.

The new facility has
been developed with the
objective of strengthening
educational infrastructure
and ensuring better access
to quality education for girl
students in Adilabad,
TGMREIS president and
vice-chairman Mohammed
Faheemuddin Qureshi said
in a statement, extending
his thanks. It was stated
that construction of 21
buildings, of the total sanc-
tioned units, was
complete.

Revanth
inaugurates
new building
for school

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has
issued a thunderstorm forecast in 11 Telangana
districts on Tuesday. According to the IMD’s
latest bulletin, thunderstorm accompanied with
lightning and gusty winds are very likely to occur
at isolated places in Jayashankar Bhupalpally,
Mulugu, Bhadradri Kothagudem, Khammam,
Nalgonda, Suryapet, Mahabubabad, Warangal,
Hanumakonda, Jangaon and Siddipet districts.
Hyderabad and its surrounding areas for the next
24 hours will see partly cloudy sky.

Thunderstorm forecast in 
11 districts today

The State government will
have to repay over ₹22,315
crore during the current �-
nancial year.

Of the quantum of
loans, repayment of mar-
ket borrowings constitutes
a major chunk of ₹19,785
crore followed by loans ta-
ken from Nabard to the
tune of ₹1,047 crore in ad-
dition to repayment of
₹892 crore pertaining to

compensation and bonds
issued by the government
from time to time. The
loan quantum remains
equally heavy during the
next �nancial year 2027-28
when the government will
have to repay ₹19,502
crore, according to the ma-
turity pro�le of the inter-
nal debt in the form of bor-
rowings and other
liabilities. 

Expenditure of ₹892
crore on account of matur-
ing bonds would continue

till 2031-32, while repay-
ment of loans obtained
from Nabard will also con-

tinue till the same time.
Impact on account of re-

payment of market bor-

rowings will come down
for a couple of years 2028-
29 and 2029-30 when the
government has to remit
₹4,461 crore and ₹3,449
crore respectively but the
long gestation loans with
maturity starting from
2031-32 will again pose a
burden on the economy
with payment of over
₹8,000 crore to be made
annually thereafter.

The maturity pro�le of
the internal debt indicated
in the Finance Accounts re-

port released by the Comp-
troller and Auditor General
of India recently indicates
the pressure on the State’s
�nances to repay the bor-
rowings by the previous
government. 

Opt for borrowings
The government has indi-
cated in the budget docu-
ments of the current year
that it will opt for borrow-
ings of over ₹80,000 crore
from di�erent sources, in-
cluding market borrowings

of ₹73,383 crore. “This is
an indirect form of ‘ever
greening’ the existing loa-
ns in that the government
will repay the loans which
reach maturity using the
proposed loans,” a senior
o�cial told The Hindu. 

Of the borrowings pro-
posed during the current
�scal, the government
would spend a major
amount for repayment of
the matured loans, and the
remaining would be used
for capital works.

Govt. should repay ₹22,315 cr. loans and other commitments this �scal: CAG
M. Rajeev
HYDERABAD

This is an
indirect form of

‘ever greening’ the
existing loans in that the
government will repay
the loans which reach
maturity using the
proposed loans

GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL
Finance department

BRS Deputy Floor Leader
T. Harish Rao accused the
Congress government of
attempting to divert nearly
200 acres of land ear-
marked for the proposed
Koheda Fruit Market to
private interests, alleging
that land worth close to
₹3,000 crore was being tar-
geted at the cost of thou-
sands of farmers.

Mr. Rao said, “This is
not a party issue; this is a
farmers’ issue,” and ap-
pealed to Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy and the
Agriculture Minister to sa-
feguard the interests of
lakhs of farmers. He said
that when he was Market-
ing Minister, land acquisi-
tion was completed and
₹10 crore was paid as com-
pensation to farmers. The
project was formally noti-
�ed through and ₹350
crore was deposited in a
bank account under GO
216 for construction.

A Detailed Project Re-
port worth ₹1,000 crore
was also prepared, envi-
saging not only a fruit mar-
ket but integrated �ower
and �sh markets to cater to
needs for the next 100
years. “Land, funds and
planning are all ready. In-
stead of starting construc-
tion, the Congress govern-
ment is trying to sell this
land,” he alleged.

He claimed that the land
was sought to be trans-
ferred to the Telangana
State Industrial Infrastruc-
ture Corporation and even-
tually handed over to
‘close associates’ of the rul-
ing dispensation.

‘Koheda fruit
market land
worth ₹3k cr.
being diverted’

T. Harish Rao 

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) working president
and former Minister K.T.
Rama Rao emphasised that
over the past decade, India
has made remarkable pro-
gress in building strong
physical and digital
infrastructure.

India has been ahead of
many developed nations in
adopting telecommunica-
tions technologies such as
3G, 4G and 5G, but now the
country was now at a criti-
cal juncture and no longer
has the luxury of ‘copy-
pasting’ development mo-
dels from other countries.

Participating in a Fire-
side Chat at the prestigious
Columbia University in
New York, Mr. Rama Rao
shared his insights on In-
dia’s economic trajectory,
arti�cial intelligence (AI),
entrepreneurship, unem-
ployment and the evolving
global job landscape.

Highlighting the disrup-
tive impact of Arti�cial In-
telligence, Mr. Rama Rao
warned “The threat from
AI is real and imminent.
Governments and societies
are not fully prepared for
this transition.”

Speaking on India’s star-

tup ecosystem, Mr. Rama
Rao highlighted Hydera-
bad as a model of success.
He explained that the city’s
growth as an innovation
hub is driven by a strong
ecosystem comprising in-
cubators, co-working spac-
es, mentors and investors,
which has led to the emer-
gence of several unicorn
startups. 

“Fostering entrepre-
neurship requires more
than policies, it demands a
comprehensive and collab-
orative ecosystem that nur-
tures innovation at scale.”

Mr. Rama Rao described
India’s large youth popula-

tion as both a strength and
challenge. He noted that
unemployment cannot be
addressed merely by creat-
ing opportunities, but re-
quires building a skilled
workforce aligned with in-
dustry needs.

He called for a mindset
shift among youth, encou-
raging them to become en-
trepreneurs and job crea-
tors rather than relying
solely on employment op-
portunities. The event wit-
nessed participation from
Columbia University stu-
dents, intellectuals and
members of the Indian
diaspora.

KTR: India can no longer
‘copy-paste’ development
models from other nations

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Bharat Rashtra Samithi working president K.T. Rama Rao

participating in a Fireside Chat at the prestigious Columbia

University in New York. 

INBRIEF
�

Telangana Council of Higher Education chairman
V. Balakista Reddy and Secretary Sriram
Venkatesh on Monday called on Governor Shiv
Pratap Shukla to apprise him of the initiatives
taken up and status of the universities. Mr. Reddy
explained that major actions included syllabus
revision in line with contemporary academic and
industry requirements, introduction of
interdisciplinary courses, and collaborations with
industry partners and institutions to promote
academic and skill development. The brie�ng
also included the challenges the universities are
facing, particularly in the areas of faculty
recruitment, infrastructure constraints, and the
prevailing academic and administrative situation.

TGCHE briefs Governor on
status of State universities

The BJP’s national leader-
ship believes that the party
is emerging as the sole al-
ternative in Telangana and
is optimistic about coming
to power in the State, BJP
national president Nitin
Nabin said on Monday.

Mr. Nabin is believed to
have made these remarks
while calling on Telangana
BJP president N. Ramchan-
der Rao on the occasion of
the party’s foundation day. 

Mr. Nitin Nabin ex-
pressed con�dence in the
party’s growth in Telanga-
na and conveyed his desire
for the BJP to strengthen it-
self further and emerge
victorious in the upcoming
elections. 

He urged party leaders

and workers to reach out
to the people and seek
their blessings.

Earlier, Mr. Rao hoisted
the party �ag at the BJP
State o�ce and called
upon every worker to be-
come a voice of the people
and protect democracy. He
said each worker should
act as a stakeholder in
building a strong, self-re-
liantViksit Bharat under
the leadership of Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi.

He noted that the BJP
has grown into the world’s
largest political organisa-
tion owing to the sel�ess
sacri�ces and dedication of
millions of workers over
the decades. Foundation
Day, he said, was an occa-
sion to rea�rm the party’s
commitment to the ideolo-
gy of ‘Nation First’.

Prominent television artistes join BJP in presence of State party

chief N. Ramchander Rao in Hyderabad on Monday. RAMAKRISHNA G

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

BJP optimistic about
coming to power in
TG, says Nitin Nabin
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.45 HRS)

Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places over

Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Muza�arabad and Arunachal Pradesh.

Thunderstorm with lightning/gusty winds likely at isolated places

over Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Assam, Mizoram, Tripura, Sikkim,

Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry 
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......33.8...... 22.2 Kozhikode ....................... —......34.8...... 26.6

Ahmedabad............. —......36.4...... 22.7 Kurnool ........................... —......39.5...... 28.2

Aizawl ......................26......32.5...... 15.6 Lucknow.......................... —......33.4...... 17.6

Allahabad ................ —......36.0...... 20.4 Madurai ...........................19......36.0...... 24.1

Bengaluru................ —......34.9...... 22.8 Mangaluru....................... —......33.7...... 25.2

Bhopal ..................... —......34.0...... 19.4 Mumbai ........................... —......31.3...... 22.9

Bhubaneswar .........0.2......34.8...... 22.5 Mysuru............................. —......35.0...... 20.0

Chandigarh.............. —......31.9...... 14.9 New Delhi........................ —......33.3...... 17.7

Chennai ................... —......33.6...... 29.0 Patna............................... —......34.4...... 23.6

Coimbatore ............. —......35.4...... 24.2 Port Blair ......................... —......32.5...... 24.6

Dehradun................. —......29.8...... 16.3 Puducherry ..................... —......34.9...... 27.3

Gangtok ................... —......20.2...... 12.8 Pune ................................ —......34.7...... 19.3

Goa........................... —......33.4...... 23.0 Raipur.............................0.5......36.7...... 25.1

Guwahati ................. —......34.8...... 19.4 Ranchi ............................. —......31.3...... 18.0

Hubballi ................... —......35.0...... 17.0 Shillong ........................... —......23.2...... 14.8

Hyderabad............... —......37.2...... 26.8 Shimla .............................26......21.8........ 8.7

Imphal ....................0.7......29.7...... 15.7 Srinagar.............................3......19.9........ 6.4

Jaipur ...................... —......33.2...... 20.6 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......37.1...... 27.9

Kochi........................ —......32.0...... 27.6 Tiruchi .............................35......36.7...... 22.0

Kohima .................... —......23.0...... 16.4 Vijayawada...................... —......37.8...... 27.8

Kolkata ...................0.6......35.3...... 23.0 Visakhapatnam................ —......32.6...... 27.5

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Byrnihat,

Meghalaya recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 283

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Madikeri,

Karnataka recorded a

healthy AQI score of 20

Ahmedabad ..... .77 ..75 51 ..... 57 ...126 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ...7 ..56 32 ..... 88 ...111 ......*

Chennai............ .16 ..11 32 ..... 26 ....57 ......*

Delhi ................. .25 ..23 42 ... 173 ...216 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .13 ..16 21 ..... 94 ....72 ......*

Kolkata............. .25 ..36 63 ..... 50 ....66 ......*

Lucknow........... ...8 ..46 44 ..... 65 ....93 ......*

Mumbai ............ ...6 ..72 ..8 ..... 34 ....62 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..72 87 ..... 63 ....82 ......*

Visakhapatnam .13 ..31 16 ..... 51 ....91 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

INBRIEF
�

The Kerala High Court has issued a list of
directives to the Travancore Devaswom Board
(TDB) to improve pilgrim management at the
Sabarimala temple during the 2026-27 Mandala
Makaravilakku season.The court sought steps to
address infrastructural works, transport logistics,
utility provisioning,and all other allied activities.
If all preparatory works are completed at least
two months ahead of the season, the pilgrimage
can be safely conducted safely, the Bench said. 

Improve pilgrim management
at Sabarimala, court tells TDB 

In the wake of Hindutva out�ts holding protests
saying that gymnasiums in Hubballi-Dharwad
have become ‘Love Jihad’ centres after cases of
harassment of two girls came to light, Police
Commissioner N. Shashikumar on Monday
chaired a meeting of owners of gymnasiums and
gym trainers. During protests, Hindutva out�ts
have raised several issues pertaining security
measures in gymnasiums. The Commissioner
also heard grievances of the gym owners.

Karnataka Police convene
meeting with gym owners 

Stating that his government will give top priority
to water utilisation, Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu on Monday
outlined an ambitious plan aimed at taking the
surplus water in the projects in Srikakulam to as
far as Anantapur. Participating in ‘Jaladhara –
Water Security & Responsibility of Water Users
Associations’ in Yadiki of Anantapur district, he
launched a 100-day action plan for conserving
water and enriching the State’s water resources. 

Naidu unveils 100-day plan to
take Srikakulam excess water

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan on Monday
said that nearly 97% of the
900 promises made in the
2021 election manifesto
have either been ful�lled
or are in advanced stages
of implementation, as the
Left Democratic Front
(LDF) presented its ‘10th-
year progress report’.

Highlighting key
achievements, the Chief
Minister said that LIFE Mis-
sion has completed 5 lakh
houses and 64,006 fami-
lies have been lifted out of
extreme poverty, making
Kerala the �rst State in In-
dia to achieve this miles-
tone. 

The government also
enacted the One House
Protection Law to prevent
the seizure of houses be-

longing to economically
weaker families. Welfare
support for inmates of or-
phanages and a Senior Citi-
zens Commission has been
established, he said.

Meanwhile, Leader of
the Opposition V.D. Sath-
eesan termed the claims
made by Mr. Vijayan in the
‘progress report’ baseless
and misleading. Mr. Sath-
eesan said that the original
328-page report has now

come down to 24 pages. 
The LDF government

took 10 years to construct 5
lakh houses for the poor.
The LDF failed to keep its
election promise that the
social security pension
would be hiked to ₹2,500
per bene�ciary. The go-
vernment also did not keep
its promise that the sup-
port price of rubber would
be hiked to ₹250 per kg,
the Congress leader said.

Pinarayi says poll promises ful�lled;
baseless claim, counters Satheesan
The Hindu Bureau
KANNUR

The High Court of Karnata-
ka on Monday directed the
Returning O�cer (RO) to
re-verify the 279 rejected
postal ballots polled in the
elections for Sringeri As-
sembly constituency in
April-May 2023.

Recounting ballots
Justice R. Nataraj passed
the order while partly al-
lowing a petition �led by
defeated BJP candidate
D.N. Jeevaraja, who had

challenged the legality of
the election of the Con-
gress’ T.D. Raje Gowda,
who had won by 201 votes.

The RO, depending
upon the outcome of the
re-veri�cation of 279 re-
jected postal ballots, will
have to undertake recount-
ing of the postal ballots,
the court said.

Meanwhile, the court
kept the order for reveri�-
cation in abeyance for two
weeks on a plea made on
behalf of Mr. Rajegowda to
enable him to appeal to the
apex court against the or-

der. Mr. Jeevaraja sought a
direction from the court to
declare Mr. Gowda’s elec-
tion as void as per the pro-
visions of the Representa-
tion Of People Act, 1951
and the handbook for ROs
issued by the Election
Commission of India for al-
leged malpractices, elec-
tion o�ences, unethical
acts and indulgences, etc. 

Alternatively, a direc-
tion from the court was
sought for recounting of
the votes polled in accor-
dance with law and declare
the results afresh.

Re-verify 279 rejected postal
ballots in Sringeri, orders HC
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

C
ongress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi
slammed the BJP-

led Union government and
the CPI(M)-led Left Demo-
cratic Front (LDF) in Kera-
la, alleging an “unholy nex-
us” between the two and
accusing them of sharing
“authoritarian, anti-peo-
ple” approach to
governance.

Addressing a United De-
mocratic Front (UDF) rally
in Palakkad on Monday,
Mr. Gandhi described the
electoral contest in Kerala
as one between the UDF
and a combined front led
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan.

He said both leaders
were driven by a convic-
tion that they alone should
govern, pointing to perso-
nality-centric campaigns
and what he described as
“arrogant” leadership
styles. Mr. Gandhi alleged

that the LDF had deviated
from its ideological moor-
ings and was instead pur-
suing “corporate-oriented
policies”. Substantiating
his allegation of a BJP-Left
understanding, he ques-
tioned why Central investi-

gative agencies had taken
no action against the Chief
Minister or his family,
while Opposition leaders
faced relentless scrutiny.
Mr. Gandhi said Mr. Modi
uses Mr. Vijayan’s alleged
corruption to control him.

BJP and LDF are anti-people,
share unholy nexus: Rahul

Puppet politics: Rahul Gandhi says both the Prime Minister and

the Kerala CM share an authoritarian approach. K.K. MUSTAFAH

Congress leader says PM Narendra Modi and Pinarayi Vijayan manifest ‘arrogant’ leadership styles

and that the Centre has not let agencies probe the Kerala CM because of political convenience

The Hindu Bureau
PALAKKAD/THRISSUR

Amit Shah leads
BJP foundation
day in Kerala

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Union Home Minister Amit

Shah hoisted the Bharatiya

Janata Party’s flag in

Thiruvananthapuram as part of

its 47th foundation day

celebrations on Monday. Later,

Mr. Shah participated in a

National Democratic Alliance

poll campaign at Haripad.

Digital, data and cyberse-
curity skills are emerging
as foundational capabili-
ties for employability and
workforce growth, while
industry-recognised certi�-
cations and diversity-led
skilling are increasingly
shaping hiring con�dence
across organisations, ac-
cording to NIIT India Skills
Gap Report 2026, a nation-
wide study conducted in
partnership with YouGov.

The report, which was
released recently, drew
responses from 700 recrui-
ters, CXOs, senior leaders
and academic heads, span-
ning industries such as IT/
ITeS, BFSI, manufacturing,
healthcare, e-commerce,

EdTech, government,
FMCG, telecom and auto.

Across the hiring eco-
system, digital and data
skills consistently rank
among the top three most
critical capabilities for the
next 3-5 years across all co-
horts surveyed — students,
employees, recruiters,
CXOs and academia, ac-
cording to the report.

As organisations inte-
grate AI into business oper-
ations, hiring signals are
becoming more precise
and outcome-driven. The
study reveals that 38% of
respondents agree that
employers increasingly va-
lue certi�cations and mi-
cro-credentials beyond tra-
ditional degrees, re�ecting
a clear move away from de-
gree-only hiring norms.

‘Data, cybersecurity
skills shaping hiring’

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

A deep-rooted conspiracy
has emerged in the grue-
some murder of four-year-
old twin sisters in Jubilee
Nagar near Karimnagar on
Friday, with the police ar-
resting their father, his pa-
rents and brother on
Monday.

A detailed investigation,
backed by the post-mor-
tem report, unravelled the
conspiracy behind the
chilling double murder, ex-
posing the deeply en-
trenched patriarchal
mindset of the accused.

The victims, four-year-
old twins Geethamshi and
Geethanvika, were alleg-
edly killed by their father,
Kachu Srisailam (28), a
private employee, who

drowned them in an agri-
cultural well at Jubilee Na-
gar on Friday. The incident
sparked outrage among
villagers, who demanded
the harshest punishment
for the accused, terming
the crime heinous.

Acting on credible infor-
mation, a police team led
by Karimnagar Rural Cir-
cle Inspector A. Niranjan
Reddy apprehended the

four accused — Srisailam,
his parents Ashok and La-
vanya, and his brother Ra-
kesh — from Gopalpur vil-
lage on Sunday.

Police said Srisailam al-
legedly committed the
crime due to his aversion
to the girl child and an ob-
sessive preference for a
son, reportedly at the beh-
est of his parents and
brother.

He had allegedly pres-
sured his wife, Maunika, to
undergo an abortion after
scanning tests con�rmed
that the twin foetuses
were female. However, she
refused. According to pol-
ice, the four accused
hatched the murder plot,
with Srisailam executing
it.

He allegedly pushed his
daughters into an open
well. While Geethanvika
drowned immediately,
Geethamshi struggled in
the water. Srisailam then
jumped into the well and
drowned her.

He later attempted to
cover up the crime by por-
traying it as an accidental
drowning. However, local
farmers grew suspicious of
his behaviour and con-
fronted him.

Man, three of family arrested for 
killing twin daughters in Karimnagar
The Hindu Bureau
KARIMNAGAR

Karimnagar Police Commissioner Gaush Alam presenting the

accused before the media on Monday.

A couple died in a road ac-
cident when the car they
were travelling in was hit
by a speeding lorry at Koni-
jerla in Khammam district
early on Monday.

The deceased were
identi�ed as U. Veeraju
(46), and his wife Veerash-
ailaja (36), natives of East
Godavari district in And-
hra Pradesh. They were
travelling to Hyderabad
along with their son when
the accident occurred. The
boy su�ered a leg injury.

In a separate incident, a
lorry cleaner, Bodeshwara
Rao (33), a resident of And-
hra Pradesh’s Anakapalli,
was killed when the lorry
overturned on a causeway
in Khammam district. 

Three from A.P.
killed in road
accidents

The Hindu Bureau
KHAMMAM
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T
he gherao of seven judicial o�cers in Mal-
da on April 1 by a mob marks a disturbing
escalation in what has been a fevered

election season in West Bengal. The Supreme
Court of India condemned it as a “calculated” at-
tempt to disrupt the adjudication process. The
ECI has referred the probe to the National Investi-
gation Agency, and the incident has become a
�ashpoint in the confrontation between the Tri-
namool Congress (TMC)-led State government
and the ECI over the Special Intensive Revision
exercise and its aftermath. Election-related vio-
lence has largely become a thing of the past in
most States, but not in West Bengal, where vio-
lence is endemic during any election. This is part-
ly due to the intensity of political contestation.
During the era of Left Front dominance, elections
were battlegrounds for “area dominance” bet-
ween the Left and the TMC. The State pioneered
panchayati institutions in India, which led to sig-
ni�cant politicisation at even the local level. With
a largely rural economy and little industrialisa-
tion, electoral contests were also about who con-
trolled the power to distribute patronage. Today,
the Left Front is a shell of its former self and the
polity is dominated by contests between the TMC
and the BJP; the TMC using what some academics
term a “franchise model of politics,”, leveraging
the charisma of Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
to foster a patronage system with local satraps,
and the BJP seeking to import a similar model but
with a Hindutva emphasis. This new political
contest has brought its own forms of violence.

This year, the contest has been complicated by
the SIR. The process has dragged on even after
the revised roll, with 7.04 crore electors, down
from 7.6 crore in 2024, was released. Close to 60
lakh electors are still being parsed for “logical dis-
crepancies” with roughly 40% of adjudicated cas-
es resulting in rejections. Judicial o�cers, work-
ing under the Court’s oversight, have been
clearing this backlog — an exercise that would
never have reached this stage had the ECI not re-
lied on �awed software to �lter enumeration re-
quests. The Court has allowed appellate tribunals
for persons whose names have been rejected, but
there is uncertainty over whether these will con-
clude before polling. With tempers running high
over what appears to be signi�cant disenfran-
chisement — electors and political leaders in af-
fected areas allege that the deletions have dispro-
portionately hit the minority Muslim community
— the resort to illegal methods of protest such as
the Malda gherao has vitiated the election pro-
cess. A more electorate-friendly approach to the
SIR by the ECI, along with e�ective interventions
by the Court, could have avoided much of the pu-
blic anger. West Bengal’s political leaders must
tamp down the rhetoric, not in�ame it.

Illogical acts
Malda gherao to protest the SIR

adjudication vitiates Bengal elections

T
he National Chambal Gharial Sanctuary
in central India protects a lotic ecosystem
across an area straddling three States. Its

existence is crucial for the critically endangered
gharial, the red-crowned roofed turtle and the
endangered Ganges river dolphin. All three spe-
cies depend on sand to survive, especially the riv-
er’s sandbars and sandbanks. Yet, organised
crime and state paralysis have been stealing away
just that sand, prompting the Supreme Court of
India to call the local sand-mining ma�a “modern
dacoits”. The ma�a erupted to meet the demand
for sand during North India’s construction boom,
and has been able to exploit gaps in jurisdiction
among the three States — Rajasthan, Madhya Pra-
desh, and Uttar Pradesh — despite the Court and
the National Green Tribunal (NGT) banning the
activity. State governments have also abetted this
ploy by passing the buck on acting against the
ma�a. Between 2017 and 2024, tractor trolleys la-
den with illegally mined sand mowed down for-
est guards and police o�cers while miners also
shot at police during raids. The police reported
that miners had also begun using local villagers to
track the movement of patrol vehicles using mo-
bile apps and GPS. By 2023, reports indicated
that mining syndicates in the Gwalior-Chambal
region were using semi-automatic weapons, of-
ten outgunning the local forest departments.

Frustrated with having failed to staunch the
bleeding, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan at-
tempted to legalise sand mining in certain dis-
tricts inside the sanctuary. Madhya Pradesh sub-
mitted proposals for limited mining in two
districts but resistance from the NGT stalled its
plans, and the State subsequently withdrew
them. Rajasthan followed with a similar proposal
in March this year only for the Court to block it.
Traditional agriculture is di�cult in the Chambal
ravines, leaving many young men to turn to min-
ing sand for a living. The ma�a recruits them as
foot soldiers, leaving forest o�cials to face ‘pu-
blic anger’ when they militate against the ma�a.
The Court took suo motu cognisance of Rajas-
than’s measure, with Justice Sandeep Mehta, last
week, ‘reminding’ the State of the National Secur-
ity Act and the State-speci�c Goonda Act. The
Court’s frustration is understandable. But given
the recent troubled history of green governance,
where it has played regulator, there is merit in the
Court disciplining the regulator rather than re-
placing it. The lesson from Chambal’s violent his-
tory is that force alone cannot quiet an economy
feeding on grievance. Sweeping crackdowns will
deepen local resentment and entrench the same
social cover that sustains the syndicates. Lasting
change will come only from restoring lawful live-
lihoods and credible, even-handed enforcement.

Arrest the grief
Livelihood issues are at the heart of
illegal sand mining in central India

T
he Transgender Persons (Protection of
Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026 has
caused deep confusion, perplexity,
and, over the past two weeks since its

introduction, apprehension and fear. In trying to
make sense of both the intent and the possible
implications of the amendment, these days have
raised more questions than they have provided
satisfactory answers. At the core is the question,
“Who owns my gender and therefore my gender
identity?”

For the majority of men and women who
happen to be cisgender, life hardly ever brings us
to a point where we are faced with this as a
question. There is no ‘evaluation’ that we need to
undergo. Whether it is a form at a hospital, clinic,
bank, or workplace, we claim our gender
ourselves by ticking a box. We simply state our
gender, not expecting anyone to question the
obvious. However, for gender diverse and
transgender individuals, this is what is proposed
henceforth. This violates the foundational
principles of dignity, autonomy and mental
well-being.

From progression to regression
In 2014, the Supreme Court of India delivered a
historic judgment in NALSA vs Union of India,
recognising transgender persons as a legitimate
gender identity. It was a watershed moment for
jurisprudence, public policy and governance
because it rested on a simple and powerful
principle: gender identity is self-identi�ed. Just as
any individual declares themselves a man or a
woman without external veri�cation, transgender
persons, too, were rea�rmed as the �nal and
only authority on their gender identity. This
principle is rooted not only in human dignity and
autonomy but also in constitutional morality
under Articles 14 (Equality before Law), 15
(non-discrimination), 19 (Freedom of Expression)
and 21 (Right to Life and Personal Liberty).

In 2019, Parliament passed the Transgender
Persons (Protection of Rights) Act. While parts of
it were criticised by the community, it remained
aligned with NALSA on the cornerstone issue of
self-identi�cation. Indeed, it acknowledged the
community’s long history of discrimination and
exclusion, and sought to prohibit discrimination,
ensure access to education and health care,
extend welfare measures such as housing, skill
development and employment support. These
welfare schemes, in our minds, as allies and
health-care practitioners, represented an attempt
to build an enabling framework rather than a
restrictive one.

Much of the work being done at both the
health-care training and education levels, as a
result of the 2019 Act, requires sensitisation
drives to ensure that curricula and training for
health care and allied professions are sensitive to
gender-a�rming practices, and to make welfare
schemes more widely known and implementable.
In these six years, all stakeholders had just about
started to align themselves with the global

standards that the 2014 judgement and the 2019
Act both validated.

The amendment to the 2019 Act — which was
noti�ed in the Gazette on March 30, 2026 —
fundamentally reverses the NALSA judgment. It
replaces self-identi�cation with medical and
bureaucratic gatekeeping, rede�ning who is
‘allowed’ to call themselves transgender. Under
this amendment, a transgender person must
appear before a medical board; undergo an
assessment to ‘prove’ their gender identity; wait
while the board forwards its recommendation to
the District Magistrate, and obtain a certi�cate
declaring them transgender.

There is no medical or evaluative biomarker
for gender identity. No external knowledge or
proof of any sort can determine the deeply held
and personally felt experience of one’s gender
identity. There would have been no need for
trans individuals to “come out “at all if that had
been the case.

This is the accepted truth in medicine and
health care across the globe.
Therefore, it is perplexing that the
Amendment talks about determining
and validating someone’s gender
through a process in which the answer
to the question “what is my gender?”
has to be given by complete strangers.

This raises many issues that seem to
present challenges at many levels.

Medical boards — many of which do
not exist at the district level — are already
overburdened even for urgent health-care needs.
In the absence of criteria, as well as time and
process, it is likely that boards may fall back on
arbitrary, invasive or abusive examinations,
including the possibility of genital inspection.
This stems arguably from the traditional way of
“assigning “gender at birth by looking at the
genitals of a newborn child by a doctor or
another adult. This is far from what we know to
be the understanding of gender identity for
gender diverse and trans individuals.
Extrapolating this method to an adult and making
it mandatory is in direct and complete violation
of dignity, privacy and bodily autonomy. I cannot
imagine any circumstance that would make me
wish to approach this premise for myself as an
adult cisgender woman. The very thought of such
a scrutiny by a board of strangers, would
probably create anticipatory mental distress and
make me actively avoid approaching such a
premise.

Instead of improving welfare access, the
amendment will likely shrink it, deter individuals
from approaching the state, and reintroduce fear
and humiliation into an already vulnerable
population.

Mental health fallout, crisis in the making
The transgender community already faces
extreme vulnerability. Data show that 99% of
transgender persons have faced social rejection;
52% have faced harassment or violence in

educational spaces; 57% of trans women report
experiencing physical or sexual violence at least
once, and transgender adolescents have suicide
attempt rates estimated between 13% and 50%,
far above the national average.

Against this backdrop, introducing additional
layers of suspicion, veri�cation and scrutiny is
not just insensitive. It is unsafe. As a
mental-health practitioner and an ally for the
trans community, I am deeply concerned.

Not just prospective; what is concerning is the
uncertainty for thousands of transgender
individuals currently enrolled in health-care
services, whose access may now be questioned or
invalidated in the face of the ambiguity about
supporting the gender exploration and gender
journey of an individual. This is not merely a
procedural shift; it has the potential of developing
rapidly into a public mental-health emergency.

The amendment introduces a clause that
criminalises ‘undue in�uence’ in helping
someone identify as transgender, with penalties

up to 15 years of imprisonment. For
mental-health practitioners,
psychologists, lawyers and educators,
this creates an unprecedented ethical
and legal risk. In many families,
gender-identity journeys create tension
or disagreement. Community-based
organisations, trans-a�rmative mental
health practitioners and services are
frequently accused of ‘encouraging’

adolescents simply for acknowledging their lived
reality. Under this amendment, such allegations
could become criminal charges.

This will discourage health-care practitioners
from providing essential, evidence-based care;
challenge community-based organisations to
remain as allies, and push transgender persons
away from formal health care and heighten
mental distress that will likely remain
unsupported.

Additionally, the amendment collapses
distinctions between transgender, intersex and
hijra identities, erasing cultural, social and
biological di�erences. Trans men remain nearly
invisible in the framework, further marginalising
them.

An appeal for re�ection and action
The current amendment risks undoing a decade
of progress across law, governance, health
systems and institutional practice. If misuse has
occurred — even if limited to the 0.01% that the
government suggests — the solution lies in audits,
veri�cation protocols and administrative
strengthening — not in policing gender identity or
forcing medicalisation. 

To uphold constitutional values, protect
mental health, and ensure administrative
feasibility, this amendment must be
reconsidered. We owe each individual in India
the assurance that governance frameworks do not
deepen fear, stigma, or exclusion for any
community.

A disturbing step for rights, dignity and mental health

Dr. Kavita Arora 

Senior psychiatrist
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Cohort member of
India Mental Health
Alliance (IMHA),
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The
Transgender
Amendment Bill
threatens
welfare access
and instils fear
and humiliation
for an already
vulnerable
population

W
hen we talk about climate change, the
conversation almost always veers
toward rising sea levels or extreme

weather events. Some may even talk about the
economic disruption that these natural disasters
can and do cause. However, few, if any, touch
upon another dimension of climate change: the
broad-spectrum medical crisis that changing
planetary patterns can trigger, as climate change
intensi�es every disease we already know and
opens the door to those we have yet to face.

Nowhere is this more visible than in India.
Increasingly frequent and severe waterlogging
due to excess rain in cities such as Mumbai is
creating ideal conditions for waterborne
infections including cholera, typhoid, hepatitis A
and leptospirosis. Recurrent waterlogging
overwhelms sanitation infrastructure,
contaminates clean water supplies, and leaves
urban populations exposed to serious illnesses.

Conversely, drought-prone regions are facing
worsening water scarcity, forcing communities to
rely on unsafe water sources, thereby increasing
the burden of diarrhoeal diseases as well as
chronic dehydration.

Expanding disease risk
Meanwhile, shifting seasonal patterns are driving
a rise in infections, allergies and vector-borne
diseases, as changing temperatures and rainfall
cycles disrupt established trends and prolong
pollen seasons. Disease windows are expanding,
and their geographic reach is steadily widening,
quietly accelerating climate-driven spread.
Communities with no prior exposure lack
immunity, while health-care systems in these
regions remain underprepared to respond at
scale. One major example of this is the
exponential growth of mosquito-borne diseases,
as rising temperatures have made previously
inhospitable regions suitable for this insect. The
impact on dengue patterns is already measurable
in Delhi-NCR. The number of cases traditionally
peaked in September but now peaks in

November, as warmer and rainier conditions
sustain mosquito populations for longer periods.

Malaria, once largely con�ned to endemic
pockets of the Gangetic Plains and the warm,
humid regions of central India, is now being
reported in cooler areas such as Himachal
Pradesh, where it historically had minimal
presence.

Climate change threats
Climate change also triggers rising air pollution.
As summers become increasingly hotter, greater
reliance on air conditioning drives higher energy
use and greenhouse gas emissions. These
emissions contain elevated levels of PM2.5 —
microscopic pollutants that penetrate deep into
the lungs and bloodstream — exerting widespread
e�ects across multiple organs in the
body, particularly the lungs, heart and
kidneys.

Fine particulate matter penetrates
deep into the lungs, causing
in�ammation, reduced lung function,
and exacerbating respiratory
conditions such as asthma and chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease.

These particulates can also damage
blood vessels, accelerate
atherosclerosis, and increase the risk of
hypertension, heart attack and stroke. The
kidneys are equally vulnerable, and chronic
exposure can impair kidney function, reduce
�ltration e�ciency, and contribute to the
progression of chronic kidney disease.

Greenhouse gases also trap more heat in the
atmosphere, creating a feedback loop that
ampli�es the very crisis we are trying to manage
through air conditioners and other cooling
appliances. This heat stress forces the heart to
work harder to regulate the body’s temperature,
increasing strain on the cardiovascular system.
This can trigger complications such as
hypertension, heart attack, and stroke. These
conditions disproportionately a�ect people

without adequate shelter, such as manual
labourers who spend long hours working
outdoors in extreme conditions. 

Parts of the country, such as Odisha,
Telangana, and Vidarbha, are reporting a rising
number of heat-stroke-related deaths. In
addition, rising night-time temperatures in urban
pockets such as Delhi-NCR and Mumbai are
eliminating the critical recovery window that the
human body relies on to cool down after
prolonged daytime heat exposure.

Infant health outcomes are also increasingly at
risk — exposure to extreme heat and air pollution
has been linked to preterm births and low birth
weight among newborns.

Impact on food security
The health consequences of climate
change also extend into food systems
and nutrition. Extreme weather events
and unseasonal rain disrupt crop
cycles and reduce agricultural
productivity, contributing to food
shortages. The declining nutritional
quality of food crops, combined with
rising prices, further compounds the
crisis, creating a hidden burden of
micronutrient de�ciencies and chronic

malnutrition, especially among children.
Rising temperatures can also cause a decline in

milk production, as cattle a�ected by heat stress
compromise infant and child nutrition. These
cascading e�ects on food security translate
directly into weakened immunity and greater
vulnerability to disease particularly among
children and the elderly.

The warnings have existed for decades, but
were largely overlooked. Climate change is no
longer a distant threat — for public health in
India, it is already a present reality. It is a
multifaceted challenge. Treating it as purely
environmental overlooks its profound human
cost. Recognising it as a medical emergency is the
�rst step toward responding with urgency.

Climate change as a public health emergency

Dr. Naresh
Trehan 

Chairman and
Managing Director,
Medanta

India faces
growing health
crises from
climate change
impacts

Yo-yo dieting
I wish to draw attention to a
growing public health
concern fuelled by social
media: the dangerous trend
of “yo-yo dieting”. Today,
the Internet is saturated
with unverified information

few years ago. Sadly, for the
‘Whistle Podu Army’, the
signature roar is subdued.

R. Sivakumar,
Chennai

CSK, then and now
It is sad to see Chennai
Super Kings struggling in
IPL 2026 as well. There is a
lack of powerplay intent,
and a di�icult transition to
a new-look squad. CSK is
not the same side it was a

of physical endurance, it is
alarming to see people
sacrificing vital muscle
mass under the misguided
belief that they are losing
fat.

Anshu Parashar,
New Delhi

lack of proper nutrition.
Undertaking fad diets
without a fundamental
knowledge of nutritional
science leads to critical
deficiencies. As an avid
marathon runner who
understands the importance

that traps individuals in a
vicious cycle of rapidly
losing and regaining weight,
posing severe risks to their
long-term well-being. There
are health issues associated
with this on-and-o� dieting
culture, the main being the
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To mark World Health Day on April 7, a set of articles on the Editorial and Opinion pages that highlights key health issues
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W
hen the 1995 �lm
Outbreak, starring
the inimitable
Dustin Ho�man,

was released to audiences world-
wide, it seemed like surreal
science �ction, pitched at the very
edge of the realm of possibility.
The pacy �lm pro�led the desper-
ate race to contain an imaginary
zoonotic virus, Motaba, that
jumped to humans as a result of
anthropogenic activity — deforesta-
tion and trade in wild animals —
spreading across nations like a for-
est �re. 

The movie, though dramatic,
served as a prescient illustration of
a crisis that was to visit the world,
nearly a quarter of a century later:
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Interestingly, the �lm also stood
out for its early portrayal of the
core principles of One Health —
long before the term was even
coined. Since then, though, One
Health, which draws on the inter-
connectedness between humans,
animals and the environment, has
emerged as a key concept gaining
traction among nations, though
practical implementation has pro-
gressed at a nearly glacial pace. 

From �ction to reality
This year’s World Health Day mes-
sage — “Together for health. Stand
with science” — underlines the es-
sentiality of adopting a One Health

approach to protect animals, the
environment, and humans. It also
highlights the critical role of scien-
ti�c collaboration and the use of
evidence in crafting policy. As Out-
break outlines cinematically, there
is a permanent state of con�ict bet-
ween di�erent departments, arms
of the government, and even na-
tions, that come in the way of
working synchronously to better
tackle health crises. 

As John S. Mackenzie and Mar-
tyn Jeggo indicated in their 2019
editorial in Tropical Medicine and
Infectious Diseases, the term ‘One
Health’ was �rst o�cially used in
2003-2004, associated with the
emergence of severe acute respira-
tory syndrome. With the spread of
avian in�uenza H5N1, it gained
ground. A signi�cant contributor
was the ‘Manhattan Principles,’ de-
rived at a 2004 Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society meeting, which recog-
nised the link between human and
animal health and the threats dis-
eases pose to food supplies and
economies. 

The authors explained: “It has
become increasingly clear over the
past three decades that the majori-
ty of novel, emergent zoonotic in-
fectious diseases originate in ani-
mals and that the principal drivers
of their emergence are associated
with human activities, including
changes in ecosystems and land
use, intensi�cation of agriculture,

urbanisation, and international
travel and trade.”

Today, international wisdom
acknowledges that a pathogen un-
known to mankind can suddenly
emerge, wreak havoc on popula-
tions, and threaten the stability of
the world faster than one can say
‘One Health’. 

According to the One Health
Commission: “One Health is an in-
tegrated, unifying approach that
aims to sustainably balance and
optimise the health of people, ani-
mals and ecosystems.” The ap-
proach it advocates involves mobi-
lising multiple sectors, disciplines
and communities to foster well-be-
ing and tackle threats to health and
ecosystems. 

The COVID-19 pandemic, in
some senses, was the fulcrum that
convinced even reluctant nations

of the world to invest in One
Health, demonstrating visibly what
the lack of coordination; and on
the other hand, seamless coordi-
nation can do. It was the collective
sharing of SARS-CoV-2 genetic data
and the study of human genetic
factors in COVID-19 susceptibility
that drove the international vac-
cine development e�ort. The WHO
Pandemic Agreement, adopted on
May 20, 2025, is a legally binding
international treaty aimed at en-
hancing global prevention, prepa-
redness, and response to future
pandemics. It focuses on equity,
establishing a Pathogen Access and
Bene�t-Sharing system to ensure
rapid pathogen data sharing and
equitable access to vaccines and
treatments.

Internationally, One Health is
led by the Quadripartite collabora-

tion — including WHO, FAO, the
United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme, and the World Organisa-
tion for Animal Health. In October
2022, they launched the One
Health Joint Plan of Action. 

Post-COVID, the Indian govern-
ment fast-tracked collaborative po-
sitions to address future crises. It
mobilised the National One Health
Mission as a collaborative initiative
designed to integrate human, ani-
mal, and environmental health
sectors. It avowedly aims to en-
hance pandemic pre-
paredness, disease
surveillance, and zoo-
notic disease control. 

With increasing
evidence emerging of
stressors from climate
change and how these
a�ect the natural
ways of the world, it
has become clear that addressing
the e�ects of extreme climate
events is essential. While several
national initiatives exist to drive In-
dia ahead on this path, continuous
monitoring, evaluation, and inte-
rim mitigation programmes are ur-
gently needed.

In this context, some State-led
initiatives present inspired exam-
ples for replication. These include
Odisha’s pioneering Climate Bud-
get to track climate-resilient deve-
lopment expenditures, Kerala’s
participatory carbon-neutral plan

in Meenangadi, and Tamil Nadu’s
Green Climate Company and Cool
Roof Project in Chennai. 

Coordinated solutions
The One Health Summit in Lyon,
France, currently under way, in
time for World Health Day, will fo-
cus on the main factors contribut-
ing to infectious and non-commun-
icable diseases, such as zoonotic
reservoirs, vectors, antimicrobial
resistance (AMR), sustainable food
systems, and exposure to pollu-

tion. It hopes to foster
international and inter-
disciplinary dialogues
about global challeng-
es, particularly with re-
ference to co-opera-
tion, propose solutions
to strengthen health
systems, and rethink
global institutional fra-

meworks that will align with One
Health goals.

Welcoming increasing political
consensus on One Health, WHO
Director-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said in 2023: “A One
Health approach makes public
health sense, economic sense and
common sense.” Indeed, the only
thing that makes sense in an in-
creasingly interconnected world is
an approach that recognises and
acts on these connections.

ramya.kannan@thehindu.co.in

Reinforcing the case for a One Health approach
Global health risks demand a One Health approach grounded in coordination and scienti�c collaboration to strengthen pandemic preparedness and response

Ramya
Kannan

Swift action: Post-COVID, the Indian government fast-tracked collaborative positions

to address future crises. K. MURALI KUMAR

F
or over a billion Indians,
world-class healthcare is
no longer a distant
dream centred in New

Delhi; it is now a reality closer to
their homes. Over the past de-
cade, the Government of India has
pursued a coherent strategy to
make healthcare accessible, a�or-
dable, and consistent for every In-
dian, irrespective of where they
live. This transformation marks a
shift from a model in which medi-
cal excellence, the beacon of
hope, was concentrated in one ci-
ty to one in which it is distributed
across every region, working as a
uni�ed national system.

Medical education 
The journey toward equitable
healthcare begins with the crea-
tors of care — our doctors. India
has witnessed a rapid expansion
in medical education infrastruc-
ture to meet the needs of the coun-
try. Since 2014, MBBS seats across
India have surged from around
50,000 to approximately
1,20,000. Similarly, postgraduate

seats have expanded from around
30,000 to roughly 80,000. By sig-
ni�cantly increasing the number
of medical colleges and specialty
seats, the government has ensured
a steady pipeline of healthcare
professionals.

The instrument of this structu-
ral transformation is the Pradhan
Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana
(PMSSY). Launched with the expli-
cit mandate of correcting regional
imbalances in tertiary healthcare,
PMSSY has gained unprecedented
momentum since 2014. Of the 22
AIIMS approved under the
scheme, the majority were sanc-
tioned and operationalised in the
last decade. 

The strategy was clear: esta-
blish institutions of the highest na-
tional standing in regions that
needed them most. These are not
mere satellite campuses; each is
an Institute of National Impor-
tance (INI), mandated to deliver
world-class clinical care, educa-
tion, and research, the trinity mis-
sion of AIIMS.

The impact on patient care has

been staggering. In the last few
years alone, the new AIIMS have
collectively treated crores of out-
patients and millions of inpatients.
AIIMS New Delhi, the �rst AIIMS,
recorded approximately 50 lakh
OPD consultations in a single year.
Services that once required pa-
tients to travel hundreds of kilo-
metres are now available locally.
This has led to a substantial reduc-
tion in Out-of-Pocket Expenditure
(OOPE), preventing millions of fa-

milies from falling into poverty
due to catastrophic health costs.

The AIIMS expansion sits within
a broader architecture of reform.
While AIIMS ensures the availabil-
ity of care, Ayushman Bharat PM-
JAY guarantees a�ordability by
providing �nancial protection to
over 55 crore citizens. Comple-
menting this is the Ayushman Bha-
rat Digital Health Mission (ABDM).

The new AIIMS institutions
have consistently topped the

charts for the highest ABHA (Ay-
ushman Bharat Health Account)
registrations and have utilised the
“Scan and Share” facility to reduce
wait times, ensuring that patients’
health records follow them seam-
lessly across the country.

The evolution of these institutes
is supported by a unique “hand-
holding” model. AIIMS New Delhi,
as the “Mother AIIMS,” has played
a pivotal role in men-
toring new institutions,
supporting them in es-
tablishment, recruit-
ment, teaching, learn-
ing, and fostering
research collaboration.
This ensures that the
“AIIMS Brand” of ex-
cellence is maintained
and the “AIIMS work culture” is
propagated.

This collaboration reached a
milestone in January 2026, when
directors and deans from all oper-
ational AIIMS gathered at AIIMS
New Delhi to sign a Memorandum
of Understanding establishing the
Pan-AIIMS Research Consortium.

This framework formalises joint
clinical trials and shared patient
data focused on India’s speci�c
epidemiological priorities, cancer,
metabolic disorders and the inte-
gration of AI in medicine.

Government commitment
With an allocation of around
₹11,000 crore for PMSSY in the Un-
ion Budget 2026-27, the commit-

ment to health remains
steadfast. The Govern-
ment of India is not
merely expanding ser-
vices; it is democratis-
ing tertiary medical
services. This is what
equitable healthcare
looks like in practice —
a system where the

quality of care is determined by
clinical need, not by a patient’s ge-
ographical location or income. AI-
IMS New Delhi, supported by the
government’s annual budget of
around ₹5,500 crore, continues
the legacy of the trinity mission:
patient care, medical education,
and medical research.

Standing for medical science, together with AIIMS
Democratising world-class healthcare by expanding medical education, correcting regional imbalances, and ensuring accessible, a�ordable, and equitable care for all Indians

M. Srinivas

Director of All

India Institute

of Medical

Sciences, Delhi

By significantly increasing the number of medical colleges and specialty seats, the

government has ensured a steady pipeline of healthcare professionals. GETTY IMAGES

T
uberculosis rarely ap-
pears overnight. It de-
velops slowly at the in-
tersection of

impoverishment, precarious liveli-
hoods, and fragile health systems.
Each case tells a larger story — not
just about infection, but about the
conditions in which people live
and the systems meant to protect
them. On World Health Day, TB
serves as a stark reminder that if
“Health for All” is to mean anyth-
ing, it must include those whose
health risks are produced by the
way our cities’ systems are built
and governed.

Nearly 35% of the population
now lives in urban areas, and cities
continue to expand as people ar-
rive in search of work, education,
and opportunity. 

Urban risks
Urban India is often assumed to
have better healthcare infrastruc-
ture than rural areas. Yet cities al-
so concentrate risk. Overcrowded
housing, poorly ventilated work-
places, long working hours, pollu-
tion, informal employment and
weak social support systems

create conditions that drive poor
health outcomes. For infectious
diseases such as tuberculosis,
these are not peripheral concerns
— they are central. 

India continues to bear the lar-
gest burden of tuberculosis global-
ly, accounting for nearly one-
fourth of the world’s TB cases. In
India, where exposure is common,
infection alone does not necessari-
ly lead to disease. For most peo-
ple, the immune system contains
it. Disease develops when vulnera-
bilities converge: malnutrition,
overcrowding, physically demand-
ing work, untreated co-morbidi-
ties and delayed access to care.

TB can therefore be read as a
proxy indicator of how well health
and social systems function.

Missed opportunities
TB unfolds through a series of mis-
sed opportunities. Early symp-
toms often go unrecognised or un-
treated. Delays in diagnosis and
interruptions in treatment in-
crease the risk of transmission,
severe illness, and drug resistance.
Each stage represents a point
where e�ective public health sys-

tems could intervene. Where nu-
trition support, social protection,
adequate housing, and accessible
primary healthcare are in place,
TB is more likely to be detected
early and treated successfully.
Conversely, rising TB incidence,
treatment interruptions and multi-
drug-resistant TB often point to
deeper failures in surveillance, fol-
low-up, pharmaceutical regula-
tion, and the broader systems that
sustain health.

TB can no longer be framed on-
ly as a disease of the poor; it is in-

creasingly an urban public health
challenge. In a pathways study of
multi-drug-resistant TB patients in
Mumbai (Bhattacharya et al.,
2019), people often navigated
complex and prolonged care-seek-
ing journeys, moving between
multiple providers before receiv-
ing the correct diagnosis and treat-
ment. Delays, fragmented care
and �nancial burdens not only
worsened outcomes but also pro-
longed transmission within house-
holds and communities. 

These are not isolated stories. 

Urban primary healthcare re-
mains fragmented and unevenly
distributed. While the National TB
Elimination Programme provides
diagnosis and treatment through
designated centres, a large propor-
tion of urban residents seek care
from private providers. Data inte-
gration between public and priv-
ate sectors remains incomplete,
making continuity of care di�cult.

Migration adds another layer of
exclusion. Migrants fre-
quently change resi-
dences, move between
worksites, or travel
back to their home.
Many lack documenta-
tion linked to their cur-
rent residence or sta-
ble access to social
protection. This can
disrupt treatment, delay care, and
make follow-up di�cult.

The geography of services also
matters. Informal settlements, pe-
ri-urban industrial zones, and con-
struction clusters often remain un-
derserved by accessible primary
healthcare, reliable transport, and
essential public services. 

This is where the language of

health as a right becomes critical.
If health is indeed a right, access to
care cannot depend on whether a
person has address proof, speaks
the dominant language, or is set-
tled enough to �t neatly into admi-
nistrative categories. The promise
of “Health for All” cannot be real-
ised through systems designed pri-
marily for stable, documented,
and visible populations. 

TB, then, is more than a disease
to be controlled. It is
a diagnostic tool for
the health of our sys-
tems. If India is se-
rious about building
healthier cities,
healthcare must be
portable, primary
care strengthened,
and disease control

programmes integrated with
neighbourhood-level services.

Ending TB will require building
urban systems that make health
possible — when ‘health for all’
starts not only when people fall
sick, but for those not visible to
policy and for those whose labour
sustains the city while their health
remains marginal to its planning.

What TB reveals about India’s urban health system
Tuberculosis shows how gaps in India’s urban health systems, combined with socio-economic disenfranchisement and migration, continue to exclude the vulnerable from timely care

Aruna
Bhattacharya 

Medical

anthropologist

and public health

expert

specialising in

urban health

systems, based in

Bengaluru
Health crisis: India continues to bear the largest burden of tuberculosis globally,

accounting for nearly one-fourth of the world’s TB cases. FILE PHOTO
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“Mere life sentence was not su�cient. The judg-
ment should serve as a deterrent and should pre-
vent recurrence,” the judge said, and awarded the
maximum sentence on the convicts. He said all of
them were equally involved in the brutal attack on
Jayaraj and Benicks. The judge also imposed a to-
tal �ne of over ₹1 crore on the convicts. The judge
found the police personnel guilty of murder and
other o�ences under the Indian Penal Code.

The Tamil Nadu government, in its report, sub-
mitted that custodial deaths cannot be tolerated
and the Central government had sought maxi-
mum punishment for the convicts.

Criminal conspiracy
The CBI said the investigation revealed that Jayaraj
was picked from his shop on June 19, 2020, and
lodged at the Sattankulam police station in pur-
suance of a criminal conspiracy hatched by the
police personnel. On information, Benicks rushed
to the police station to inquire about the arrest of
his father. He objected to his father being beaten
up.

Following an altercation, the two were wrong-
fully con�ned at the police station and beaten up
to “teach them a lesson on how to behave with the
police”.

The CBI said Jayaraj and Benicks were subject-
ed to brutal torture by the police personnel know-
ing that it was su�cient to cause their death. Dur-
ing the investigation, it was revealed the traders
had not violated the COVID-19 lockdown rules, a
charge on which the police had detained them.

9 policemen get death
in custodial death case

From Page One

Senior advocate Dama Seshadiri Naidu, appearing
for the Election Commission, said the veri�cation
exercise of all objections would be completed by
April 6 night and a supplementary list published.

“Due to the enormous e�ort of the judicial of-
�cers, we have attained the closure of 60 lakh ob-
jections challenging logical discrepancies. Now,
we have to draw a line and freeze the electoral
roll. Persons aggrieved would be able to �le ap-
peals. The appellate tribunals would formulate
their own procedure based on the principles of
natural justice and a �nal order would be deli-
vered. That may however take a month or 60
days… How can the tribunals work when so much
pressure is put on them,” Justice Bagchi asked.

‘Appeals may cross lakhs’
Justice Bagchi pointed out that the number of ap-
peals may cross lakhs in the next several days.
“Each and every person would love to have his
case decided at the earliest. Nineteen tribunals
racing to �nish by April 15 would only create
chaos,” he said.

The apex court left it to the Chief Justice of the
Calcutta High Court to form a committee, which
would frame a procedure of functioning for the 19
tribunals. The Bench ordered the tribunals to be-
come functional immediately.

Referring to the issue of lengthy queues outside
appeal �ling centres, Chief Justice Kant asked why
people cannot �le appeals online. “Online is
cheaper than o�ine,” he said.

In a connected hearing, the court pulled up the
West Bengal Chief Secretary, who had gone in-
communicado despite repeated calls for aid by
the Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court on
April 1. The Chief Secretary, along with the Direc-
tor-General of Police, appeared online and apolo-
gised to the court. “Lower yourself a bit so that or-
dinary minions like the Chief Justice of the High
Court can access you,” Justice Joymalya Bagchi
told the two o�cials.

Chief Justice Kant said the bureaucracy drew
their obstinacy from being “pampered”.

SC rejects Bengal’s plea
to delay locking of rolls

Major General Khademi, who spent much of his
career in the intelligence apparatus of the IRGC,
was promoted to be the chief when his predeces-
sor Mohammad Kazemi was killed last year in an
airstrike in Israel’s 12-day war against Iran.

This meant the intelligence chief was in his role
during nationwide protests in January which ac-
cording to rights groups were suppressed by forc-
es including the Revolutionary Guards in a crack-
down that left thousands dead.

That month the U.S. Treasury sanctioned the
Major General, saying that under his leadership
the Guards' intelligence arm "has played an instru-
mental role in violently suppressing protests".

The Guards' intelligence branch, it added, "has
underpinned the Iranian security forces' national
campaign of mass violence, arbitrary detentions,
and intimidation aimed at crushing Iran's protest
moment".

The Guards had already been hit before the kill-
ing of Major General Khademi. Their commander
in chief, Mohammad Pakpour, was killed on the
�rst day of the war on February 28 but then re-
placed by former interior minister Ahmad Vahidi.

The chief spokesman of the Guards, the head of
its naval branch and the head of its Basij militia di-
vision have also been killed.

But several key �gures have survived and the Is-
lamic republic has shown resilience in rapidly re-
placing killed leaders and also keeping up the war
against the U.S. and Israel.

Iran intel chief killed as
Trump’s deadline looms

P
rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on
Monday paid tri-

bute to Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) workers who
sacri�ced their lives in the
line of duty, stating that
even when faced with
“hostile environments” in
States such as West Bengal
and Kerala, the party cadre
continue to toil selflessly
for the country.

Addressing the workers
at the BJP Foundation Day
event through video confe-
rencing, Mr. Modi said
against all the odds,
through sheer diligence
and unwavering resolve,
they had brought the party
to where it stands today.

“Many of our party
workers have even had to
sacri�ce their lives. We
have seen how violence
has been turned into a pol-
itical culture in States like
Bengal and Kerala. Even in
such circumstances, BJP
workers continue to work
fearlessly, with a spirit of
service to the country,” he
said.

“While e�ectively ad-
dressing current challeng-
es, we are preparing the

country for the future,
such as demographic
shifts, illegal in�ltration,
corruption, dynastic polit-
ics, and a colonial mind-
set... a serious ongoing na-
tionwide discourse is going
on in issues such as Un-
iform Civil Code and ‘One
Nation, One Election’,” the
Prime Minister said. He
said the party’s ultimate
goal was a developed and
self-reliant India.

Mr. Modi said under
new BJP president Nitin
Nabin, the party was work-
ing with full energy and a
new approach in the �ve
election-bound States. 

“Today, we have esta-
blished a new paradigm in
Indian politics: the princi-
ple of ‘nation �rst’,” he
said. He said the BJP deli-
vered exactly what it pro-
mised, citing the example
of women’s reservation.
“We are now working with
full energy to ensure that
the upcoming elections are
held in complete align-
ment with the spirit of the
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhini-
yam [Saluting Women’s
Power],” he said.

Mr. Modi paid tribute to
the party’s founders and
senior leaders, including
Dr. Syama Prasad Mooker-

jee, Deendayal Upadhyaya,
Nanaji Deshmukh, Kushab-
hau Thakre, Jana Krishna-
murthi, Rajmata Vijayaraje
Scindia, Sunder Singh
Bhandari, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, Lal Krishna Advani,
Murli Manohar Joshi, P. Pa-
rameswaran, and Kabin-
dra Purkayastha.

Recounting the party’s
early days, Mr. Modi said
despite scarce resources,
“brutal repression of
Emergency”, and “relent-
less attempts to ostracise
the BJP”, the party work-
ers strove ceaselessly and
endured hardships to con-
nect with the masses.

Analysing the reasons
behind the party’s success,
he said at the core was its
steadfast principles and
commitment. Attributing
the workers’ “pure intent
and unblemished integri-
ty” to the foundational in-
fluence of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
he said the party has built a
robust organisational
structure.

Speaking at the event,
Mr. Nabin said said Mr. Mo-
di has consistently moved
forward by upholding the
party’s key tenets of na-
tionalism, antyodaya, and
good governance.

PM Modi hails BJP workers
battling ‘hostile conditions’ 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually addresses a meeting on the

occasion of the 44th foundation day in New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

Prime Minister pays tribute to workers who sacri�ced their lives in line of duty; says party is

addressing challenges such as demographic shifts, illegal in�ltration, corruption, dynastic politics

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the upcoming As-
sembly elections, the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) on
Monday said that no politi-
cal party, candidate, or-
ganisation, or individual
should publish any politi-
cal advertisement in new-
spapers on the day of poll-
ing or a day prior to voting
unless the content has
been pre-certi�ed by the
Media Certi�cation and
Monitoring Committee
(MCMC) at the State or dis-
trict level. Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal, Assam,
and Puducherry will go to
the polls in April, while
byelections will be held in
six States.

Individuals or contest-
ing candidates can apply
for certi�cation with Dis-
trict MCMC. All registered
political parties headquar-
tered in a State or a Union
Territory can apply for cer-
ti�cation with the State-le-
vel MCMC, the EC said.

Applicants seeking pre-
certi�cation for advertise-
ments in print media must
apply to the MCMC no later
than two days prior to the
proposed date of publica-
tion. The MCMCs shall also
keep a strict vigil on sus-
pected cases of paid news
in the media and take suit-
able action, the EC said.

EC issues
directive on
political ads in
newspapers

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on
Monday accused the Con-
gress of unleashing a “fo-
reign-influenced misinfor-
mation campaign” against
him and his wife Riniki
Bhuyan Sarma ahead of
the Assembly election.

The “serious allega-
tions” against his wife hur-
led by Congress leader Pa-
wan Khera on Sunday had
a Pakistan link, he said.

Mr. Sarma told pressper-
sons that his wife had
lodged a First Information
Report (FIR) with the
Crime Branch of the Assam
Police against Mr. Khera
and others for claiming she
possesses the passports of
three countries, including
two Islamic nations; owns
a luxury property in Du-
bai; and has investments
worth millions in Wyom-
ing, U.S.

Mr. Khera relied on
“fraud and fabricated”
documents accessed from
a Pakistani social media
group to target him via his
wife, Mr. Sarma said.

“During our research,
we found that the entire
material of yesterday’s
(Sunday’s) press confe-
rence was supplied from a
Pakistani social media
group,” Mr. Sarma said.

Assam CM
says Khera’s
charges have
Pakistan link

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Supreme Court on
Monday directed the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) to commence a preli-
minary inquiry into allega-
tions that Arunachal Pra-
desh Chief Minister Pema
Khandu’s family was
awarded public contracts
worth ₹1,270 crore over 10
years from January 2015 to
December 2025 in a direct
conflict of interest.

A Bench of Justices Vik-
ram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta, in a judgment, dis-
posed of a petition �led by
NGOs Voluntary Arunachal
Sena and Save Mon Region
Federation with an order
to the CBI to submit a com-
prehensive status report
on its inquiry within the
next 16 weeks.

The petitioners alleged
that there was rampant
corruption and nepotism,
dispensing with a transpa-
rent and open tender sys-
tem in the award of con-

tracts for 10 years between
January 2015 and Decem-
ber 31, 2025.

The court directed the
CBI to commence its preli-
minary inquiry within two
weeks of this judgment.
The court clari�ed that the
purpose of the preliminary
inquiry was to indepen-
dently look into the veraci-
ty of the allegations, and
should not be construed as
a comment on the merits
of the case and prejudice
anyone.

“The preliminary inqui-
ry and consequential in-

vestigation, if any, would
cover the award of public
contracts, work orders in
the State of Arunachal Pra-
desh from January 1, 2015
to December 31, 2025, in-
cluding works placed on
record in these proceed-
ings,” the judgment
directed.

Contracts within family
Signi�cantly, the apex
court directed the CBI to
“particularly examine”
awards made to Mr. Khan-
du, his brother Tsering
Tashi, stepmother Rinchin
Drema, and individuals/
�rms related to them.

The court directed the
CBI to look into various as-
pects of the award of the
public contracts, including
the procurement process,
reasons for dispensing
with open tender, ques-
tions of compliance with
applicable statutory re-
quirements, availability
and custody of records,
flow of funds and pay-
ments, and other connect-

ed aspects necessary to as-
certain if any illegality or
cognisable o�ence was dis-
closed. 

The judgment said the
CBI would not be preclud-
ed from looking into tran-
sactions outside the 10-
year period from 2015-
2025 to the limited extent
necessary for tracing other
connected circumstances
that bear upon the transac-
tions during that decade.

The court said the Aru-
nachal Pradesh govern-
ment, its various depart-
ments and authorities
must cooperate fully with
the CBI.

The Bench directed the
State Chief Secretary to de-
signate a nodal o�cer in
one week to work in coor-
dination with the CBI. The
departments concerned
should also follow suit and
appoint nodal o�cers to
liaison with the Central
probe agency and grant
them full access to any re-
cords relevant to the
investigation.

SC directs CBI to probe ‘contracts
awarded’ to Pema Khandu’s family
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Pema Khandu 

NCP(SP) leader Sharad Pa-
war and Union Minister
Ramdas Athawale were
among 19 newly elected
members who took oath in
the Rajya Sabha on
Monday.

The oath was adminis-
tered by Rajya Sabha Chair-
man C.P. Radhakrishnan in
the presence of Deputy
Chairman Harivansh and
Parliamentary A�airs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju. Floor
leaders of various parties
were also present during
the ceremony. 

The members were a
mix of those who won re-
nomination and �rst-tim-
ers among the 19 who took
oath. DMK leader Tiruchi
Siva who entered the Rajya
Sabha in 2000 will be be-
ginning his �fth term.

The new members in-
clude �ve from Maharash-
tra, six from Tamil Nadu,
�ve from West Bengal and

three from Odisha. The
oath was taken in multiple
languages — Marathi , Hin-
di, Tamil, English, Bangla
and Odia.

Maya Chintaman Ivnate
of the BJP’s Maharashtra
unit was the �rst to take
oath, followed by Mr. Pa-
war, who entered the
House in a wheelchair.
This is Mr. Pawar’s third
term.  Ramrao Sakharam
Wadkute (BJP), Jyoti Nag-
nath Waghmare (Shiv Se-
na) and Mr. Athawale (RPI-
A) also took oath as mem-
bers from Maharashtra.

Sharad Pawar among
19 new Rajya Sabha
members sworn in

Sharad Pawar 

The Hindu Bureau
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The Chhattisgarh High
Court sentenced Amit Jogi
— the son of former Chief
Minister, the late Ajit Jogi —
to life imprisonment after
convicting him of the mur-
der of a Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP) leader in
2003.

The case pertains to the
killing of businessman-pol-
itician Ramavatar Jaggi in
Raipur at a time when Ajit
Jogi was the Chief Minister
of the State. In 2007, 28 pe-
ople were convicted in the
case by a trial court, but
Amit Jogi was acquitted as
he was given the bene�t of
the doubt.

The High Court in its or-

der said that the evidence
made it amply clear that
Amit Jogi was the master-
mind of the entire conspi-
racy and he was also hav-
ing the commanding
position, being the son of
the then Chief Minister.

The court came down
heavily on the trial court

for acquitting Amit Jogi,
calling its judgment palpa-
bly illegal, contrary to the
evidence available on re-
cord and without any con-
crete basis.

“It is pertinent to note
that the learned Trial Judge
has unnecessarily attempt-
ed to distinguish the role of
accused — Amit Jogi —from
that of the other co-ac-
cused. The �nding that the
co-accused acted indepen-
dently to please Amit Jogi,
without his knowledge,
and in a manner not con-
templated by him, is un-
sustainable. On the con-
trary, evidence indicates
that the plan to eliminate
the NCP o�ce bearers orig-
inated from Amit Jogi him-
self,” the order said.

Chhattisgarh HC awards life
imprisonment to Amit Jogi
in 2003 Jaggi murder case 
Shubhomoy Sikdar
RAIPUR

Amit Jogi

Rajya Sabha Chairman C.
P. Radhakrishnan and Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla
have rejected a notice sub-
mitted by 193 Opposition
MPs across both Houses
seeking the removal of
Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Gyanesh Ku-
mar. No speci�c reasons
were cited for the
rejection.

The notice, submitted
on March 12, was signed by
63 Rajya Sabha members
and 130 Lok Sabha mem-
bers. The 10-page docu-
ment accused the CEC of
being “subservient” to the
executive and alleged the
“deliberate abuse of power

and position of a constitu-
tional o�ce”, among other
charges.

While there was no
mention of the notice from
the Chair of either House
during the ongoing Budget
Session, the Secretaries-
General of both Houses is-
sued bulletins on Monday
stating that after a “careful
and objective assessment
of all relevant aspects and
issues involved”, the not-
ice had not been admitted.
The Chairs cited Section 3

of the Judges (Inquiry) Act,
1968. Section 3 empowers
the Speaker and the Rajya
Sabha Chair, after “due
consultation” and “consid-
eration of available mate-
rial,” to either admit or re-
fuse such a motion.

Reacting to the bulle-
tins, Trinamool’s floor
leader in the Rajya Sabha,
Derek O’Brien, pointed to
the absence of any de�ni-
tive reason for rejecting the
notices. “BJP keeps mock-
ing our great Parliament.
SHAME,” he wrote on X. 

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh told The Hindu,
“We know what happened
to the last Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha who accepted
a petition moved by Oppo-
sition MPs.”

RS Chairman, LS Speaker
reject Opposition notice
seeking CEC’s removal
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The notice was
signed by 63 Rajya
Sabha members 
and 130 Lok 
Sabha members
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Peace came to
Assam after

many sacri�ces. It is
important to keep
Congress away for
continued peace and
development

NARENDRA MODI
Prime Minister

When Amit
Shah comes

here, he only talks about
Bangladeshi in�ltrators.
But the BJP doesn’t drive
them out... It only plays
politics in their name

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE
Congress president

T
he battle for the votes of the “tea
tribes” has animated the Assam
Assembly election campaign as it

enters the home stretch. The seven-million-
strong community, including Adivasis who
were brought by British planters from central
India as well as those no longer associated
with tea plantations, account for almost 20%
of the voters in the State. The demand for
Scheduled Tribe status for the OBC
community has become the talking point,
heightened by the visits of Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren to constituencies with
tea tribe concentration.

On Sunday in the Bishwanath
constituency, Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi issued a targeted
appeal. “We will provide ₹450 as daily wages
to tea workers and grant Scheduled Tribe
status to six communities [including tea
tribes],” the Congress leader said, alleging
that previous promises made by the current
government had not been ful�lled.

Mr. Soren was in Bishwanath the same day
campaigning for Teharu Gour of the Jai
Bharat Party, who is contesting on Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha ( JMM) ticket. Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma “welcomed” his
Jharkhand counterpart, saying the latter
would get an opportunity to witness
�rst-hand Assam’s rapid development,
especially in tea garden areas.

In�uential community
A major electoral determinant in over 35 of
the State’s 126 seats across the tea-growing
belts of eastern, northern, and southern
Assam after delimitation, and in�uential in
around 10 more, the tea tribes have been
rewarded with eight candidates each by both
the major players. The JMM is contesting 18
seats.

Several constituencies are set to witness
direct BJP-Congress �ghts between
prominent leaders from the tea tribe
community. The Opposition is trying to
capitalise on the stalled ST status. The
Congress made explicit mention of it in its
‘Raijor Istahar (people’s manifesto)’ released
on April 2, while Mr. Soren, in his rallies,
makes sure to point out that most of the
ethnic groups of the tea tribes are recognised
as STs in Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Chhattisgarh and Odisha, while Assam
continues to classify them as OBCs.

The BJP’s Sankalp Patra, released on
March 31, touts grant of land rights to over 3.5
lakh tea garden families and promises to raise
minimum daily wages to ₹500 in a phased
manner after having increased it by ₹30
e�ective April 1. On the contentious ST status,
the party sought to do a balancing act by
promising to “actively pursue the Central
government” to implement the
recommendation of an Assam Group of
Ministers (GoM) “while safeguarding
constitutional, social and economic rights of
existing ST communities”.

While the community has gradually veered
towards the BJP since 2014, the Congress is
betting on the Assam government’s “failure”
on the wages and reservation fronts.

“Their guarantees to increase wages to
₹351 and ST status have failed,” Mr. Pran
Kurmi, the Congress contestant from Titabor,
told The Hindu. 

“We lost 20-25 seats in Upper Assam by
thin margins in 2021 but the alliance with
Raijor Dal and Assam Jatiya Parishad is
working in our favour this time,” he added.

Assam election
verdict hinges
on parties
reading the tea
leaves right

Tea tribes are a major electoral determinant in over 35

of Assam’s 126 seats across the tea-growing belts. PTI

Abdus Salam
GUWAHATI

On Monday, Pakistan

dominated the political

discourse in West Bengal with

senior Trinamool Congress

leaders including Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee

highlighting a recent remark

by Pakistan’s Defence Minister

Khawaja Asif to call for Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s

resignation.

Addressing a public

meeting in Nadia, she referred

to Mr. Asif’s remark that

Kolkata would be attacked if

the two countries came to

blows again. She wanted to

know why Mr. Modi had not

responded to the remark

when he addressed a meeting

in Cooch Behar on Sunday.

“How can a Pakistani

Minister talk about targeting

Kolkata? Why didn’t Modi

come out and say anything

yesterday?... If they talk about

attacking Kolkata, we will not

accept it,” Ms. Banerjee said.

‘Why Modi silent
on Pak. Minister’s
Kolkata threat?’ 

�

Mamata Banerjee waves at a

gathering during an election

campaign in Murshidabad. PTI 

Trinamool Congress chief

Mamata Banerjee on Monday

alleged that the BJP had

entered into a “tacit

understanding” with the

Congress and Tamil Nadu

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin,

claiming that many IAS and

IPS o�icers from West Bengal

had been sent to the southern

State as poll observers,

hampering development work

in her State.

She claimed that though

five States are going to the

polls simultaneously, the

Election Commission

transferred around 500

o�icers in West Bengal in

comparison to a handful in

other poll-bound States.

“You [BJP] must be having

some tacit understanding with

the Congress and Stalin,” she

alleged. “They are placing

own o�icers in prominent

positions here to ensure their

free movement,” she said. PTI

‘Stalin, Cong. in
understanding
with the BJP’
�

Trinamool Congress MP

Kalyan Banerjee wrote to the

Election Commission, asking

the poll body to take action

against R.G. Kar victim’s

mother Ratna Debnath for

allegedly using derogatory

language against Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee

during her campaign as the

BJP candidate from Panihati. 

‘Take action over
R.G. Kar victim’s
mother’s remarks’

�

A picture, as an adage
goes, is worth a thousand
words. In poll-bound As-
sam, an erased picture is
said to be worth a thou-
sand sentences.

Soon after its seat-shar-
ing deal with the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) in
March, the Bodoland Peo-
ple’s Front (BPF) put up
posters of its candidates
strategically across 11 con-
stituencies it is contesting
from in the Bodoland Ter-
ritorial Region (BTR). 

The BJP is contesting
from the remaining four
seats in the BTR.

The BPF rules the Kok-
rajhar-headquartered Bo-
doland Territorial Council
(BTC), which governs the
BTR comprising �ve dis-
tricts and 15 Assembly con-
stituencies. The Bodos, a
Scheduled Tribe, are the
single-largest community
in the BTR.

The BPF’s posters bore
photos of Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma,
BTC chief Hagrama Mohil-
ary, and the local candi-
date. However, a few days
later, the Front allegedly
replaced the posters, espe-
cially in Muslim-dominat-
ed areas, with the Chief Mi-
nister’s photo missing
from the fresh posters. 

Dhanjit Das, a political
commentator based in
western Assam’s Barpeta
district, explained the “CM
erasure”. He said the BPF
largely rode on the support
of Muslims.

“According to ground-le-
vel assessments, Muslims
began moving away from
the BPF after it aligned
with the BJP. The BPF is
facing a challenge in seats
where Muslims can swing
the outcome, and this
could be a gain for the
UPPL,” Mr. Das said.

“Muslims in the BTR felt
betrayed after the BPF-BJP
marriage, but everything
depends on whether the
UPPL, Congress, and other
parties can cash in on the
sentiments,” Jamsher Ali,
based in western Assam’s
Bongaigaon district, said. 

The BPF is also believed
to have rubbed Christians
across the BTR the wrong
way by befriending the BJP.

‘Erasure of CM’ from
BPF’s posters raises
eyebrows in Assam

Poster of a BPF candidate in

the Gossaigaon constituency,

which borders West Bengal. 

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

C
ongress Working
Committee mem-
ber Shashi Tharoor

spoke to The Hindu on
Monday, a day before pu-
blic campaigning for the
Kerala Assembly election
ends, about the Congress’s
prospects, development
agenda, internal dynamics
in the party, the need for a
change in governance in
Kerala, and his forecast for
the BJP’s showing in the
polls. Edited excerpts:

Did the Congress’s
decision to �eld
defected leaders from
other parties cause any
resentment within its
rank and �le?

We can all have opinions
about the choice, but
what’s encouraging is that
everybody has now rallied
behind. It’s no secret that
many of us may have had
di�erent views about some
of the decisions. But it’s
truly welcome that there’s
been no backbiting, no ab-
senteeism from the polls,
no one griping to the me-
dia, and above all, no re-

bels. So, we are all out
there in strength and unity. 

What is the sense that
you are getting from the
ground?

For me, I get the impres-
sion that there is support
in favour of the United De-
mocratic Front (UDF). It
may not be an overwhelm-
ing win, but we are clearly
ahead, and majority of the
voters are in a mood for
change. I know that lead-
ers have been talking
about 85 to 100 seats. But
in the end, what matters is
securing a comfortable ma-
jority to run an e�ective
government.

In 2011, it was almost a
close call for the UDF. 

Yes, that was very close,
and I certainly hope it will
be less close this time. And
indications, including
some polls, suggest a bet-
ter number this time.

What are the issues
projected in your
campaign?

I speak about what an indi-
vidual candidate can con-
tribute and seek votes in
order to bring a UDF go-
vernment to power to end
the 10 years of LDF (Left
Democratic Front) mis-
rule. For example, the dis-

astrous �nancial health of
the State is worrying. NITI
Aayog has released a re-
port ranking 18 major
States in terms of �nancial
management, and Kerala
came 15th. This buttresses
my argument that the Ker-
ala model has been turned
into a debt model by the
State government. 

I point out this repeated
habit of borrowing and the
fact that they spend more
on debt servicing and pen-
sions than on develop-
ment. We need a di�erent
approach that generates
revenue, and it can’t be by
taxation. Trying to �nd so-
lutions through lotteries,
remittances, and liquor
taxes will not help the State
in the long run. We have
clear ideas.

Further, we desperately
need to open up the State
for business in a genuinely
business-friendly way. Per-
haps Kerala is the only
State in the country where

every �le has to be signed
by four people before
anything moves. 

We should open up in-
vestment in sectors such as
AI, robotics, and machine
learning. Port-led develop-
ment is a potential area be-
cause of our long coastline.
We should also take advan-
tage of the Centre’s new
law that permits private in-
vestment in space tech.

Reforming the higher
education sector is anoth-
er priority area. As an age-
ing society, we can also
specialise in the care of old
people and become a mo-
del for the rest of India in
how to manage ageing.

In terms of
development, the Left
in Kerala is often
criticised for no longer
being the old Left, and
for adopting neoliberal
policies lately.

First of all, they have not

created the institutional
structures needed to truly
convince private sector in-
vestors to come in. 

The truth is that the Left
has a serious credibility
problem because, when
they were in the Opposi-
tion, they were the most
destructive Opposition
imaginable with protests
and hartals. 

So even if they are now
trying to adopt positive
policies, their credibility
has not allowed them to at-
tract any major investment
to the State. 

But you have been in
the dock in the past for
supporting the State
government’s
initiatives...

I did support them when
the startup ecosystem re-
port said that Kerala has
witnessed the most growth
in startups. But it turned
out that their claims were
exaggerated. And there-
fore, I subsequently re-
canted it.

A few weeks ago, there
was a debate in the
Congress about the
prospective Chief
Minister.

It will be decided after con-
sultation with the elected
MLAs, and ultimately by
the High Command, which

is how the party functions.

Is the BJP likely to make
signi�cant gains this
time, particularly in
Thiruvananthapuram —
your Lok Sabha
constituency, which
includes Nemom, the
Assembly segment the
party won in 2016?

The BJP is a zero-seat party
in the Kerala Assembly and
this election is a straight
�ght between LDF and
UDF. Even if they are able
to get one or two or at most
three seats — none of
which is by any means cer-
tain — they cannot be rele-
vant in government forma-
tion. 

Do you think the BJP
will improve its vote
share?

When I �rst came here, the
party had a 6% vote share.
Today, they have around
12%, and have gone up to
as much as 19% in recent
parliamentary elections.
Clearly, Mr. Modi has been
a big factor in this growth.
But, a Parliament election
is about who rules in Delhi.
In Kerala I don’t see them
going past the 12% level in
the Assembly polls and
their NDA partners can’t
take them much higher. 
(For full interview, visit:
newsth.live/ShashiTharoor)

‘It may not be an overwhelming win,
but Cong. is clearly ahead in Kerala’
This election is a straight �ght between LDF and UDF, says Congress leader and Thiruvananthapuram MP; BJP is a zero-seat party in Kerala Assembly

and even if they get one or two or at most three seats — none of which is by any means certain — they cannot be relevant in govt. formation, he adds
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t 87, writer and ac-
tivist Hiren Go-
hain, one of As-

sam’s foremost public
intellectuals, shows no sign
of slowing down. The As-
sam Nagorik Sanmilani, a
citizens’ collective led by
him and retired IPS o�cer
Harekrishna Deka, was at
the forefront of calls for
Opposition unity and seek-
ing judicial intervention
over a “sustained pattern
of hate speeches” by Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma. 

He discussed issues fo-
regrounding the Assam
election campaign with
The Hindu. Edited excerpts
from the interview:

You were an adviser to
Raijor Dal during its
early days before
dissociating yourself.
Why then did you issue
appeals for the
Opposition to come
together this time?

I used to be adviser but Ak-
hil Gogoi [Raijor Dal chief]
refused to have any truck
with the Congress, which
allied with the AIUDF and
other parties in the pre-
vious poll. Since I was sup-
porting the alliance, I felt it
unethical to remain with
Akhil Gogoi and resigned.

Things have changed a
lot since then. We had an
all-Assam citizens’ conven-
tion in Guwahati last year
and told parties they could
draw strength from each
other and the electorate is
much more likely to sup-
port such an alliance than
individual parties. To our
delight they agreed, but it
took a pretty long time. 

Has the political
discourse today
touched a new low? We

have never heard the
pejorative term ‘Miya’
being bandied about so
freely in the past as now.

During the Assam Move-
ment, some diehard sup-
porters used the word
among themselves. But it
was never a part of the pu-
blic rhetoric. The Chief Mi-
nister [Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma] goes on saying I am
not going to allow the ‘Mi-
yas’ to rest and I shall ha-
rass them as much as I can,
this is why I became CM.
Imagine a Chief Minister
saying something like this!

As part of a group of
concerned citizens, you
moved the courts over
the alleged hate
speeches. The next High
Court hearing is
scheduled for April 21.

Since this is the incumbent
CM, the court should have
said something about it.
Some steps should have
been taken to restrain him
in the meantime. The hear-
ing has been postponed to
a very safe date.

There hasn’t been much
forward movement
since the 2019 National

Register of Citizens
excluded 19.06 lakh
people...

This has been begging for
an answer for a long time.
Neither has the govern-
ment accepted it nor re-
jected it on some rational
ground... The NRC is
sound. There is no evi-
dence of mismanagement.
The BJP says there are
lakhs of Bangladeshis in
the NRC and they are going
to correct it. They should
bring evidence.

The citizenship issue
raises the question, who
is an indigenous
Assamese that Clause 6
of the Assam Accord
seeks Constitutional
protections for?

That is a riddle I have not
been able to solve. There is
a sense among people that
some are more native than
others but it’s a question of
citizenship. There is scope
for migrants from other
States to settle here. Are
they indigenous? No. It is a
very complicated term and
concept. It cannot be ap-
plied in legal terms.
(For full interview, visit:
newsth.live/HirenGohain)

‘HC should have taken steps to
restrain Assam Chief Minister’
The pejorative ‘Miya’ was never part of public rhetoric, but Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma

boasts he will not allow ‘Miyas’ to rest and shall harass them, says writer and civil society activist 

INTERVIEW

Hiren Gohain

Abdus Salam
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In his canto on futile wealth in Tirukkural, Tiruvalluvar
highlights the futility of hoarding material wealth. Vallu-
var says, “A grudging miser thinks wealth is all in all. He
heaps, helps none and he is reborn a miser.” In fact, there
have been instances when hoarders of wealth have come
to their senses due to the timely guidance of gurus and
spiritual leaders, said P. Swaminathan.

Bhagawan Ramana Maharshi attracted millions of de-
votees to his ashram in Tiruvannamalai due to the wisdom
with which he turned the devotees from their �xation on
the impermanent things in life, to a more meaningful life.
There lived a rich man who amassed wealth through usu-
ry practice. He never parted with a rupee for anyone and
regardless of what hardships the person who borrowed
from him faced, the miser demanded high rate of interest.
Even as he got richer each day, karma came calling. He
was a�icted with a skin disease, which grew rapidly, like
his wealth. The man wanted a cure for his skin disease but
none of the medical professionals he approached could
help him. On the advice of a relative, he surrendered to
Ramana Maharshi, seeking relief from his disease. In his
inimitable style, the saint said, “Lending money for inter-
est is against dharma. Give away your wealth amassed
from exorbitant interest rates to charity.” The miser
agreed. The saint further instructed him to stay in goshala
for 48 days, cleaning cow sheds and catering to the cattle
round the clock. The miser went to the task willingly. As
the days passed, the disease gradually left him and there
was no trace of it after 48 days. Adhere to dharma, let go of
non-dharmic way of life and be guided by your guru.

Misery alone awaits misers

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

To ensure peaceful polling in West Bengal, the EC
has decided to deploy 3,000 armed police
personnel from other States, mostly from Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and Madhya Pradesh,
supplementing the already substantial presence
of Central forces for the �rst phase of elections
slated for April 23, a senior o�cial said on
Monday. “Given the sensitivity of the elections, it
has been decided to augment the existing forces
with around 3,000 armed police personnel from
other states,” the o�cial told PTI. The
commission has already planned the deployment
of 2,400 companies of central forces across the
state, he said. PTI

EC to deploy 3,000 armed
personnel for Bengal polls

A mob vandalised a church in a village in
Odisha’s Keonjhar district, alleging that a visually
challenged girl had become pregnant after being
sexually assaulted by a man from the Christian
community. “The victim and the accused belong
to the same village. The girl’s distant uncle, who
is alleged to have committed the crime, is
currently working in Tamil Nadu. Early on
Monday morning, when no one was inside the
church, some miscreants took out chairs and an
almirah and set them on �re,” said Kamal Panda,
Sub-Divisional Police O�cer, Keonjhar. The
police said the area was communally sensitive
and they were maintaining a close vigilance to
prevent any escalation into wider violence.

Church vandalised in Odisha
over sexual assault allegations

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Dr. X)

Solve this puzzle online and 

access more puzzles at

https://thehindu.com/crosswords

Across

1 Stretched slowly at first and exercised (8)

5 Heavenly body of model, extremely elegant (6)

10 Cold drink with favourite yeast cake (7)

11 Old Greek soldier's drunk in party, tottering essentially (7)

12 Visit halfway houses around Finnish city (5)

13 Mother resents untidy mess (5,4)

14 British dramatist performed hard role after drinking beer (6,6)

18 Ugh! Womaniser ruined first party at home (12)

21 Slyly beginning to reveal o�ences in the real lives of film actors
(3-6)

23 Put down mask after end of pandemic (5)

24 American poet of note in independent American university (7)

25 Lights in rear of building site malfunctioned (7)

26 Reeds around a waterway (3,3)

27 Devilish fellow knocking out model in home (8)

Down

1 Small boy going close to nurse (6)

2 Thugs in drains ultimately get away (6)

3 Incriminate rogue and Latin American model involved in murder
(9)

4 Impromptu poem about needless curbs (14)

6 England's opener charges, cuts and runs (5)

7 Comment about deli's latest cake and chocolate made with
hazelnuts (8)

8 See 16

9 Depth of modernist Hindi novel (5,9)

15 Clean hands in hotel after eating cake on vacation (9)

16/8 What camera crew will do to dream big (5,3,3,5)

17 Where ball lifted vigorously over umpire's head will be? (8)

19 Stung in Tibet, injured by scorpion's tail (6)

20 Treacherous person's wife left to have peace of mind (6)

22 Diabetic repents eating pancake (5)

14761

SCAN TO PLAY

B
angladesh wants to
build a relation
with India that will

be focused on “people-to-
people” ties and that will
not be limited to indivi-
duals and political parties,
said a senior o�cial of the
current government led by
Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman on Monday. 

Humayun Kobir, Fo-
reign A�airs Adviser to
Prime Minister Rahman,
said the “new” relation
between the two sides will
avoid the repeat of “past
mistakes”.

“Our bilateral relation
should be focused on peo-
ple-to-people ties so that it
will not be focused on indi-
viduals. This is what we
want and this is also what
India desires. We want to
ensure this relation avoids
the mistakes of the past,”
Mr. Kobir said. The re-
marks were made after In-
dian High Commissioner
Pranay Verma called on
Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman on Monday. Brief-
ing the media after the
meeting, Mr. Kobir said the
two sides discussed energy
cooperation through the
India-Bangladesh Friend-
ship Pipeline.

India had sent 5,000
tonnes of high-speed diesel
on March 10 and the two
sides are in talks to deal
with the energy crunch
that is growing in Bangla-
desh against the backdrop
of the U.S.-Israel war
against Iran. Mr. Kobir is
expected to accompany
Foreign Minister Khalilur
Rahman during his visit to
India that is scheduled to
start on Tuesday. This will
be the �rst Foreign Minis-
ter-level visit from the Ban-
gladeshi side since the fall
of the government of
Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina on August 5, 2024 in a
student-people uprising.

Mr. Kobir said Bangla-
desh has left the era of

Sheikh Hasina behind and
added, “We have to create
a new space for a new rela-
tion because Hasina-India
relation will no longer be
possible. Hasina is a spent
force in Bangladesh and
her in�uence is non-exis-
tent.” He said that the two
sides should do more fre-
quent exchanges at the le-
vel of political parties and
o�cials to deal with “di�-
cult issues” so that misun-
derstandings are avoided.

High-level meetings
O�cials here said that the
visit of Foreign Minister
Khalilur Rahman remains
on track and that he is ex-
pected to arrive here on
Tuesday for a visit that will

include a number of high-
level meetings. The two
sides have kept a tight lid
over the preparations for
the talks in view of the del-
icate nature of the ties that
are yet to fully recover
from the setbacks su�ered
during the interim govern-
ment because of the pre-
sence of Ms. Hasina in In-
dia and frequent mob
attacks on the Indian mis-
sions and visa centres in
Bangladesh.

The Dhaka daily Proth-
om Alo reported on Mon-
day that apart from the
Ganga water treaty’s rene-
wal and energy coopera-
tion, the Bangladeshi team
is expected to raise the
need for removal of restric-
tive measures that India
had imposed on the use of
Indian sea and airports for
Bangladeshi export items
during April-June 2025.
That apart, Mr. Khalilur
Rahman and Mr. Humayun
Kobir are also likely to
press India for reducing
border �ring against Ban-
gladeshi civilians. 

While India says such
actions are aimed at crimi-
nal gangs and smugglers,
Bangladesh maintains that
such gangs need to be ap-
prehended and subjected
to judicial processes and
should not be �red at.

‘New Bangladesh-India ties
will avoid mistakes of past’

Indian High Commissioner Pranay Verma pays a courtesy call on

Bangladesh PM Tarique Rahman in Dhaka on Monday. ANI

Bangladesh has left era of Sheikh Hasina behind, says adviser to Prime Minister Tarique Rahman; 

calls for frequent exchanges at the level of political parties and o�cials to deal with di�cult issues

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Three educationists
“blacklisted” by the Su-
preme Court for preparing
a controversial chapter on
“Corruption in judiciary”
in a Class 8 social science
textbook of the National
Council for Educational
Research and Training
have said they are no “�y-
by-night academics” and
command “street cred”.

Author and scholar Mi-
chel Danino, educationist
Suparna Divakar, and legal
researcher Alok Prasanna
Kumar on Monday urged
the court to hear them. 

The court had said the
three either did not pos-
sess “reasonable, informed
knowledge about the In-
dian judiciary and/or de-
liberately misrepresented
the facts in order to project
a negative image of Indian
judiciary before Class 8 stu-
dents who are of an im-
pressionable age”.

“Consequently, we di-
rect the Government of In-
dia, State governments/Un-
ion Territories, universities
and public institutions re-
ceiving government funds
to disassociate the three of
them forthwith and not to
assign any responsibility
which incurs, fully or par-
tially, public funds,” the
court had directed. It
passed the order without

issuing notice to the three
educationists or hearing
them.

“... We believe we have
something to say,” senior
advocate Gopal Sankarana-
rayanan, appearing for Mr.
Kumar, submitted.

‘Collective process’
“We are giving a context
and the pedagogy that has
come in the National Edu-
cation Policy, including
other issues. I was there
when it was said that the
judiciary is being singled
out. Classes 6, 7 textbooks
deal with issues, obstacles,
hurdles, challenges faced
by the legislature, the Elec-
tion Commission and the
executive… We want to
show the process followed.
These are not �y-by-night
academics. These are aca-
demics with a lot of street
cred,” Mr. Sankaranaraya-
nan submitted.

Senior advocate J. Sai-
deepak Iyer, appearing for
Ms. Divakar, said the sum
of their submissions was
that the preparation of the
chapter was a collective
process and no individual
had sole say or �nal auth-
ority. Senior advocate Ar-
vind Datar appeared for
Mr. Danino, and requested
the Bench to hear them. 

“We de�nitely propose
to hear the three of them,”
Chief Justice Surya Kant
responded.

Three authors pulled
up by SC over NCERT
chapter seek hearing
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Massive lines were seen
outside tribunal centres in
at least two districts of
West Bengal as electors
whose names were deleted
during the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) process
queued up to get their
names back on the voter
lists ahead of the polls.
Fresh protests erupted in
the Basirhat area of North
24 Parganas alleging
wrongful deletion of
names. 

With only three weeks
to go for the West Bengal
Assembly election sche-
duled for April 23 and 29,
concerns over alleged vo-
ter deletions and disen-
franchisement are intensi-
fying across the State. 

In Purba Bardhaman’s
Katwa, serpentine lines
were seen outside the Sub-
Divisional O�ce as resi-

dents waited since early
morning to submit their
appeals to the local admi-
nistration to consider rein-
stating their names on the
electoral rolls. Similar
queues were also reported
from Barasat outside the
District Magistrate’s o�ce
in North 24 Parganas. 

Central forces were seen
trying to control the crowd
at Katwa, where the SDO

o�ce premises and the
whole neighbourhood
were �lled with people
waiting to meet the author-
ities. Chaos and confusion
unfolded as hundreds of
appellants waited for
hours. 

“We had names on the
2002 list, we submitted all
documents, including
passport and Aadhaar, still
our names were deleted.

We also appeared at the
hearing, but our names
were deleted,” one of the
residents outside Barasat
DM’s o�ce told mediaper-
sons. Others waiting in the
long lines reported similar
stories. 

Protests erupt
In Basirhat, protests erupt-
ed after people alleged that
nearly 700 voters were
wrongfully deleted from
three booths in the area.
Angry protesters blocked
roads and burnt tyres to
voice their concerns over
the wrongful deletions. 

Commenting on the ris-
ing concerns, senior Trina-
mool Congress leader and
Beleghata candidate Kunal
Ghosh said voters were left
in the dark about their vot-
ing rights. “People are in a
state of extreme uncertain-
ty. We are with the people.
I tell people that if they are
legal voters, then the �ght

to get their names back on
the �nal list will continue,”
Mr. Ghosh said. 

“We had already said
that almost 1 crore illegal
voters will be removed,
and the issue is headed
that way. Once the list is
declared, the picture will
become clear,” senior BJP
leader and Kharagpur Sa-
dar candidate Dilip Ghosh
said. 

Just last week, seven
judicial o�cers were held
hostage in north Bengal’s
Malda by locals alleging
wrongful deletion of
names from voter lists. 

Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kant said the gheraoing
of judicial o�cers was a
challenge to the Supreme
Court’s authority. Both the
BJP and Trinamool ac-
cused each other of “or-
chestrating” the episode.
The National Investigating
Agency is investigating. 

Serpentine lines outside tribunal centres in
Bengal as voters queue up to get reinstated
Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

People line up to submit their petitions before the special tribunal

in Nadia after their names were deleted from the poll rolls. PTI

Accusing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of making a
“U-turn” on the implemen-
tation of the women’s re-
servation law, the Congress
on Monday said Mr. Modi
was attempting to use the
issue for electoral gains
ahead of the Assembly
elections in several States.

Congress general secre-
tary (communications) Jai-
ram Ramesh said the
Prime Minister, while cam-
paigning in Assam, had ap-
pealed for unanimous sup-
port to the Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023,
which provides for 33% re-
servation for women in the
Lok Sabha and State As-
semblies, during the spe-
cial session of Parliament,
even though the measure
had already been passed

unanimously in September
2023 and the Congress had
demanded its implementa-
tion from the 2024 election
itself.

“But the Modi Govt in-
troduced a condition that
the reservation will come
into e�ect only after delim-
itation and census is com-
pleted. This is Article 334-A
that had got inserted then.
Now all of a sudden to div-
ert public attention from

the grave economic crisis
and in order to in�uence
voters in the �ve states the
PM has decided that Arti-
cle 334-A should be
amended to do away with
delimitation and census
pre-requisite,” he said. “He
has woken up after 30
months and done another
U-turn,” he added.

In a separate post, Con-
gress MP Manickam Tagore
claimed that the govern-
ment was keen on carrying
out delimitation on the ba-
sis of the 2011 Census to
avoid the caste census da-
ta, as “it will show: Other
Backward Classes are the
largest social group in In-
dia. And the natural demo-
cratic demand will be: 1.
Proportional representa-
tion for OBCs 2. Sub-quota
for OBC women within the
33% reservation,” Mr. Ta-
gore said in a post on X.

Modi is using the women’s
reservation law for electoral
gains, say Congress leaders
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Jairam Ramesh
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Indian re�ners have postponed maintenance
shutdowns of their units to meet local fuel
demand, a government o�cial said on Monday.
Indian Oil Corporation and Bharat Petroleum
Corporation were among the companies that had
planned to shut units at some of their re�neries
for routine maintenance, Sujata Sharma, joint
secretary in the federal oil ministry said.
However, Nayara Energy will shut its 4,00,000
barrels per day Vadinar re�nery for maintenance
from April 9, she said. Nayara was originally
scheduled to shut the re�nery for a month-long
maintenance last year. REUTERS

Indian re�ners postpone
maintenance shutdowns

INBRIEF
�

NMDC’s shares were in the limelight on Monday
in the wake of the State-owned miner
announcing a steep increase in iron ore prices.
As per the latest revision, announced and
e�ective April 5, the price of Baila Lump has
been increased ₹500 per tonne to ₹5,300. The
same quantity of Baila Fines will now cost ₹4,500
as against ₹4,050 previously. NMDC shares closed
4.45% higher at ₹81.45 each on the BSE. The iron
ore prices are freight on road/rail (FOR) prices
that are exclusive of royalty, DMF, NMEDT, cess,
Forest Permit Fee, transit fee, GST,
environmental cess and other taxes, NMDC said. 

NMDC shares in limelight on
steep hike in iron ore prices

A
fter putting up a
stellar perfor-
mance in FY26, in-

cluding that of March
2026, automobile dealers
now remain “constructive-
ly cautious” about the fu-
ture as the war in West Asia
is threatening growth, ac-
cording to FADA.

“The broader operating
environment is clouded by
the West Asia situation.
Our survey reveals that
53.2% of dealers have ex-
perienced some form of
supply or dispatch disrup-
tion linked to the ongoing
con�ict, with 17.1% report-
ing signi�cant delays of
three or more weeks,” the
Federation of Automobile
Dealers Association (FADA)
said on Monday.

“While the impact has
been most pronounced in
the CV segment, PV and
2W dealers have also
�agged selective variant-le-
vel delays. We are watching
this closely,” it said.

On the fuel-price front,
36.5% of dealers have re-
ported that rising or ex-
pected fuel prices are
“moderately to signi�cant-
ly” a�ecting customer pur-
chase decisions. “This is a
real friction point that
bears monitoring, not be-
cause it will derail de-
mand, but because it can
elongate decision cycles
and shift customer prefe-
rence further toward CNG
and EV options,” it added.

Near-term demand 
For April 2026, FADA said
“the near-term demand
environment remains
broadly constructive,
though it enters a phase of

measured transition after a
strong year-end.”

“Our survey indicates
50.56% of dealers expect-
ing growth in April, with
40.15% expecting �at per-
formance, a reading that
re�ects not pessimism but
the natural recalibration
that follows a record-set-
ting March,” it said.

Seasonal factors
Stating that seasonal fac-
tors will shape the month,
it said April marks the start
of a new �nancial year,
which traditionally brings
a brief reset as OEM
schemes adjust, fresh in-
ventory arrives, and the
consumer re-calibrates
post year-end purchase ur-
gency. The marriage sea-
son should support de-
mand in select northern
and western markets,
while Akshaya Tritiya in
certain regions will pro-
vide an additional buying
trigger,” it said.

“On balance, April
should deliver steady per-
formance — potentially sof-
ter than March on account
of base and seasonality,
but supported by residual
momentum, a reasonably
healthy pipeline, and sta-
ble �nancial conditions.
The key variable will be the

trajectory of the West Asia
situation and its pass-
through to fuel prices, sup-
ply availability, and overall
consumer con�dence,” FA-
DA said.

“FADA hence remains
constructively cautious,
structurally optimistic, but
operationally watchful for
the near-term,” it added.

Historic high sales
FADA also announced that
FY26 automobile retail
sales closed at a historic
high of 2,96,71,064 units,
up 13.30% YoY, approach-
ing the 3-crore milestone. 

Two-wheelers at
2,14,20,386 units saw a
13.4% growth, PVs surged
13% at 47,05,056 units,
tractors grew 18.95% at
10,50,077 units, CVs grew
11.74% at 10,60,906 units,
three-wheelers saw
13,63,412 units sold, a
growth of 11.68%, while
construction equipment
(CE) declined 11.7% to
71,227 units YoY.

“Apart from total vehi-
cle retail, �ve of six vehicle
categories set all-time an-
nual records; Tractors
crossed 10 lakh and CVs re-
turned above 10 lakh for
the �rst time since FY19;
2W surpassed its pre-CO-
VID peak,” FADA said.

Automobile dealers 
turn ‘constructively’
cautious as war rages 
For April, near-term demand environment stays broadly constructive,

though it enters a measured transition after a strong year-end: FADA

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Wipro Ltd. on Monday said
it bagged an eight-year
contract worth $1 billion
from Olam Group, a Singa-
pore-based food and agri-
business �rm in which
State-owned investment
�rm Temasek Holdings has
a majority stake. 

Wipro said as part of the
contract it would acquire
Olam Group’s IT and digi-
tal services business, Mind-
sprint, for $375 million, in
an all-cash deal. Mind-
sprint would become a
wholly owned subsidiary
of Wipro, subject to regula-
tory approvals and closing
conditions. The acquisi-
tion process is expected to
close by the end of Q1 FY27. 

Srini Pallia, Chief Execu-
tive O�cer and Managing
Director said, Wipro’s stra-
tegic engagement with
Olam Group was an impor-
tant step in expanding its
farm-to-fork capabilities
and scaling the impact of
Wipro Intelligence across
the food and agri-business
industry. “We aim to un-
lock growth opportunities,
catalyse innovation, and
drive market-ready trans-
formation for Olam Group
and our global clients
across the industry,” Mr.
Pallia added. 

“As Olam Group acceler-
ates its journey towards be-
ing more agile, future-rea-
dy, and in line with our
priorities under the reor-
ganisation plan to sharpen
focus on core businesses
and maximise shareholder
value, we are bringing to-
gether the strengths of
Mindsprint with Wipro,”
said Sunny Verghese, Co-
Founder and Group CEO of
Olam Group. 

Wipro would deploy its
capabilities across Olam
Group’s ‘farm-to-fork’ va-
lue chain, delivering indus-
try-speci�c solutions that

align with the Group’s busi-
ness priorities. 

Focus would be on areas
such as farming, forecast-
ing, trading, supply chain
operations, and customer
engagement, with the goal
of improving operational
e�ectiveness, strengthen-
ing resilience, and sup-
porting long-term growth
at scale, according to the
�ling. Terming the deal
“one of its largest strategic
transformation engage-
ments,’’ he said. 

Wipro would deliver
end-to-end transformation
services to Olam Group
through a consulting-led
and AI-powered approach. 

“This is an important
transaction. It shows Wi-
pro is committed to get
back to growth. It helps
strengthen Wipro in its
transformation business. It
also shows that there will
be more carve outs and
GCC sales,’’ said Peter Ben-
dor-Samuel, Founder and
Executive Chairman, Ever-
est Group, a Dallas-Texas-
based tech research �rm.

For Wipro, “This deal is
about entrance into food
and agriculture, a more
consulting mindset, and a
good foot hold into Singa-
pore,” said Ray Wang, Prin-
cipal Analyst and Founder,
Constellation Research,
based in California.

Olam Group supplies
food, ingredients, feed and
�bre to almost 22,000 cus-
tomers globally and em-
ploys 40,000 people.

Wipro secures 
$1 billion contract
from Olam Group

Srini Pallia

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty rebounded
sharply on Monday after
falling in early trade follow-
ing a correction in crude
oil prices amid reports of
cease�re e�orts in the on-
going West Asia war.

Nifty rose 1.12% to
22,968.25 points as crude
oil prices declined 2%,
while Sensex increased
1.02% to 74,106.85 points.
This is the third consecu-
tive rally.

The gain was wides-
pread with over 2,511
stocks advancing among
the 3,345 stocks that trad-
ed on the NSE.

Almost all the sectoral
indices were up by up to
2.3%. Brent Crude futures
price stayed at $109 a bar-
rel, but fell 2.34% on Mon-
day from the previous ses-
sion. Last week, oil prices
rose by a marginal 0.1% af-
ter declining 3.14% the
week before. 

The prices have dipped
8% in April so far, but on a
high base of a 63.3% in-
crease in March.

Investors hopeful
While investors are hope-
ful of a quick end to the
war or at least a cease�re,
Israel had reportedly at-
tacked Iran’s South Pars
petrochemical plant again,
after Indian markets closed
for trading.

“Nifty has never risen
for more than three trad-
ing sessions since the U.S.-
Iran war began in late Fe-
bruary. This streak will
come to an end if Nifty ex-
tends the pullback for one
more session. Trading ac-
tivity was somewhat sub-
dued, with NSE cash mar-
ket volumes dipping 1%
compared with the pre-
vious session,” said Vinay
Rajani, Senior Technical
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities.

Markets
rebound amid
correction in
crude prices

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

Jindal Steel on Monday
said it has deployed syngas
in galvanising and colour
coating line furnaces to
counter the shortage of
natural gas, LPG and pro-
pane, enabling the compa-
ny to sustain operations
amid supply disruptions.

Syngas, or synthesis gas,
is a clean-burning fuel that
o�ers a way to turn waste
and biomass into valuable
energy, acting as a circular
energy source. The switch
allowed the �rm to miti-
gate fuel constraints.

To tackle LPG
de�cit, Jindal
uses syngas 
in furnaces

Press Trust of India
New Delhi

There are 16 Indian-�agged
vessels operating in the
Persian Gulf with 433 sea-
farers onboard, Mukesh
Mangal, Additional Secre-
tary at the Ministry of
Ports, Shipping and Water-
ways told the media. 

“The Directorate Gener-
al of Shipping (DG Ship-
ping) is closely monitoring
the situation,” he added.

The senior o�cial in-
formed in the last two
days, two Indian-�agged
LPG vessels, Green Sanvi
and Green Asha, have safe-
ly crossed the Strait of Hor-

muz with the former carry-
ing about 46,650 MT and
latter 15,405 MT.

Green Sanvi is expected
to reach its destination in
India April 7, whilst Green

Asha, on April 9.

More gas for fertilizers
Allocation of natural gas to
the fertilizer industry has
been raised from 70-75% to
90% based on average
monthly usage in the past
six months. 

Other industrial and
commercial sectors, in-
cluding city-gas distribu-
tors, would get an addi-
tional 10% allocation,
taking the total allocation
to 90% from the March 9
order from 80%. The addi-
tional allocation would be
a boost to the fertilizer sec-
tor ahead of the Kharif sea-
son and is expected to

shield from spot market
purchases. 

C. Shikha, Joint Secre-
tary, Department of Food
and Public Distribution,
said India’s 222 lakh metric
tonne (LMT) of bu�er stock
of wheat and 380 LMT of
rice “is enough to take care
of [the country’s] PDS re-
quirements as well as
emergency requirements.”

‘Comfortable’ stocks
She said domestic availa-
bility of edible oil was
‘comfortable’ adding that
imports from key partners,
such as Indonesia, Malay-
sia, Argentina and Brazil
“continue steadily”. 

‘16 India-�agged vessels in Persian
Gulf, 2 LPG vessels en route India’
Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

Indian-flagged LPG have safely

crossed the Strait of Hormuz.

Independence does not
translate into action in In-
dian corporates’ perspec-
tive, said Tuhin Kanta Pan-
dey, Chairman, SEBI.

He underscored the im-
portance of independent
directors in ensuring ethi-
cal conduct of �rms saying
‘conversation must now
move beyond who sits on
the board to how e�ective-
ly they are able to contri-
bute once they are there.”

“Independent directors
are there not only for com-
pliance and pointing �n-

gers at the management
but also for supporting and
�nding solutions through
accountability. They need
to bear this responsibility
in mind,” he said at an
event here. Also, there was
need to �ll skill gaps in in-
dependent directors.

Mr. Pandey also listed
steps to boost transparen-
cy in corporate govern
nance. The comments as-
sume signi�cance in light
of the abrupt resignation of
Atanu Chakraborty as
chairperson of HDFC Bank
reportedly on account of
major corporate gover-
nance slippages.

Role of independent
directors vital: SEBI

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The Supreme Court de-
clined to stay the imple-
mentation of the Adani
group’s ₹14,535-crore bid
to buy debt-ridden Jaipra-
kash Associates Ltd. ( JAL),
but restrained the �rm’s
monitoring committee
from taking any ‘major pol-
icy decisions’ without
prior nod of the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT).

A Bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justice Joy-
malya Bagchi asked mining
giant Vedanta Ltd., which

is opposing the resolution
plan and Adani Enterprises
Ltd. to raise contentions
and counter claims before
the NCLAT which will start
�nal hearing on April 10.

The SC asked the NCLAT
to decide the plea and the
counter petition expedi-
tiously by hearing them on
an ‘out of turn basis’ on the
dispute over the acquisi-

tion of JAL by Adani group.
“In view of the fact the

company appeals are now
listed for �nal hearing at
the NCLAT on April 10, we
see no reason to interfere
with the impugned order.
However, having regard to
the nature of the issue, we
request the NCLAT to hear
the appeal on an out-of-
turn basis on the date �xed
or immediately on the next
working day if arguments
do not conclude,” SC said. 

The NCLAT on March 24
declined interim stay over
Vedanta’s plea against or-
ders passed by the NCLT
okaying Adani Group’s bid.

SC restrained �rm’s
monitoring panel
from taking ‘major
policy decisions’ sans
the NCLAT’s nod 

No stay on Adani’s JAL buy,
NCLAT to decide pronto: SC
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Aurobindo Pharma’s Board has approved the
generic drugmaker’s proposal to buyback more
than 54.23 lakh equity shares at ₹1,475 each. The
buyback price is at a premium of more than 10%
from the previous trading day’s (April 2) closing
price of ₹1,335.95. The buyback, for an aggregate
amount of ₹800 crore, is proposed to be made
from all shareholders/bene�cial owners,
including promoters and members of the
promoter group, who hold equity shares as of the
record date, on a proportionate basis through the
“tender o�er” route, the company said following
the Board decision on Monday.

Aurobindo Pharma Board
okays ₹800 cr. share buyback 

f1ccf833-44c4-4575-b5cd-33fe76bd21c0
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Interesting display: Visitors at a stall at the summit held in

Chennai on Monday. R. RAGU 

X

Stimulative discussion: A participant interacting with a panellist

during a session. R, RAGU

X

Nurturing young minds: Professor Ashok Jhunjhunwala speaking

with students. R.RAGU

X

Rapt attendtion: Participants listening to panellists during a

session. R. RAGU

T
he Union govern-
ment has underta-
ken various mea-

sures, including a policy
push, to promote deep
tech in India, said Amitesh
Kumar Sinha, Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), and
CEO of the India Semicon-
ductor Mission, in Chennai
on Monday. 

He was addressing the
audience during the inaug-
ural ceremony of The Hin-

du Deep Tech Summit
2026 hosted by The Hindu
Group, in association with
the SRM Institute of
Science and Technology
(SRMIST).

“Semiconductors form
an industry with many ver-
ticals. Though India ac-
counts for nearly 20% of
the world’s design engi-

neers, we don’t have our
own design companies,
which is a challenge. The
India Semiconductor Mis-
sion has a few verticals to
address, and we started
with design, manufactur-
ing, and packaging,” Mr.

Sinha said. “To further
deepen this conversation,
we are now working to-
wards developing a com-
plete ecosystem under the
India Semiconductor Mis-
sion 2.0. This will expand
beyond the �rst phase to

include materials, re-
search and development,
chemicals, gases, equip-
ment manufacturing, and
skilling,” he added.

L.V. Navaneeth, CEO,
The Hindu Group, said
deep tech is no longer con-

�ned to laboratories and
research papers. 

He said it is shaping eco-
nomies, rede�ning indus-
tries, and in�uencing the
way people live, work and
think. “From semiconduc-
tors and arti�cial intelli-
gence to advanced mate-
rials and space
technologies, the next de-
cade belongs to those who
can engineer the future,
not just imagine it,” he
added.

C. Muthamizhchelvan,
Vice-Chancellor, SRMIST,
said that universities have
been sending out talented

graduates but not always
solutions. He said that the
functioning of universities
needs to be shaped from
an academia perspective. 

‘Bridge the gap’ 
“A deep tech summit like
this will eventually bridge
the gap between intellec-
tual potential on campuses
and the expected impact-
ful solutions for the global
challenges. The questions
we need to ask is, ‘Are we
really equipping our stu-
dents on how to build,
what to think? Do we have
su�cient infrastructure for

laboratories for students
and faculty to explore
beyond what is prescribed
in the curriculum and are
we opening up to indus-
tries?’” he said.

Panneerselvam Mada-
nagopal, CEO, MeitY Star-
tup Hub, which operates
under the Ministry, said
that the need for industry-
academia collaboration is
extremely critical. 

“Mentoring, market ac-
cess, and money are the
support that we provide at
MeitY Startup Hub. But the
challenge today in India is
we have a lot of me-too
start-ups. We need to look
for fundamentally strong
companies which are wor-
thy of investment, solving
real problems, and driving
change in the ecosystem,”
he added.

B. Govindarajan, CEO of
Royal En�eld India, spoke
about the role of deep tech
in the automobile industry.

He also said that there was
immense opportunity for
micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) too,
with about six crore
MSMEs performing well in
India. “For the young
minds who are into re-
search and innovation,
funding is not a challenge –
both Indian industries and
the government are ready
to support ideas that solve
real-world problems,” he
said.

The industry partner for
the event is Madras Man-
agement Association. The
Knowledge partners are
IHFC-Technology Innova-
tion Hub of IIT Delhi; Ivy
Club–Chennai; Sathguru
Catalysing Success; 2C
Stem Steering Technology
Management; BIRAC, Bio-
Nest; Niti Aayog Atal Inno-
vation Mission; and DPIIT
#startupindia. The Ecosys-
tem partner is Startup Sin-
gam.

‘Govt.’s semiconductor mission will promote research’

(From right) Amitesh Kumar Sinha, Additional Secretary, Union Ministry of Electronics and IT; 

S. Ponnusamy, Registrar, SRM; L.V. Navaneeth, CEO, The Hindu Group; Paneerselvam Madanagopal,

CEO, MeitY Startup Hub; B. Govindarajan, CEO, Royal Enfield India; and C. Muthamizhchelvan,

Vice-Chancellor, SRM Institute of Science and Technology; at the summit on Monday. R. RAGU

Though India accounts for nearly 20% of the world’s semiconductor design engineers, it doesn’t have its own design �rms, says Amitesh Kumar Sinha, Additional Secretary, Electronics and IT Ministry,

at the The Hindu Deep Tech Summit; the India Semiconductor Mission 2.0 will expand beyond the �rst phase to include research and development, equipment manufacturing and skilling, he adds

Sahana Mira S.
CHENNAI

The opening panel of The

Hindu Deep Tech Summit,
2026, held in collaboration
with the SRM Institute of
Science and Technology
(SRMIST), set the tone for a
day of forward-looking
conversations on technolo-
gy and its role in shaping
India’s future. 

Titled “The Deep Tech
Decade: engineering the
next revolution”, the ses-
sion — organised at Feath-
ers, A Radha Hotel, on
Monday — brought togeth-
er voices from academia
and industry. The session
was moderated by Suresh
Vijayaraghavan, Chief
Technology O�cer, The
Hindu Group.

The panel concurred
that India stands at a deci-
sive moment. “The time is
right for our country to
pitch in,” said Nitin Nagar-
kar, pro Vice-Chancellor of
Medical Sciences at
SRMIST, describing a
phase in which deep tech-

nologies, from arti�cial in-
telligence to robotics, will
move beyond labs to touch
everyday life.

Deep tech’s impact
For Thirumalai Srinivasan,
director of entrepreneur-
ship and innovation at
SRM, the next decade will
be anchored by two sec-
tors: semiconductors and
renewable energy. Togeth-

er, he suggested, they
could position India not
just as a participant but as
a global manufacturing
hub.

Others widened the
lens. Dinesh Kumar Sunda-
ravelu, CEO at the Tamil
Nadu Research Park Foun-
dation, pointed to the rise
of multi-stakeholder part-
nerships, where govern-
ments, start-ups and insti-

tutions collaborate across
geographies, from metros
to Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities,
to accelerate innovation.

At the centre of the dis-
cussion was a single, recur-
ring idea: convergence.

Kannan Vijaya Ragha-
van, president at the Socie-
ty for Technology Manage-
ment, said that no
discipline can operate in
isolation any more. Break-

throughs, whether in drug
discovery or medtech, now
sit at the intersection of
biology, engineering, com-
puting and clinical scienc-
es, he said. “Individual
sciences cannot create pro-
ducts today,” he noted.

Industry and academia
Relating the inter-disciplin-
ary convergence to the
evolving role of universi-
ties, Mr. Srinivasan empha-
sised the need for the aca-
demia to embrace failure
as part of the process,
while industry must step in
to guide ideas toward real-
world outcomes.

That journey, from lab
to market, remains one of
the biggest challenges.
While foundational re-
search often begins in un-
iversities, translating it into
viable products requires
funding, incubation and
regulatory support. Panel-
lists called for stronger
“translational ecosystems”
and more �exible, sand-
box-style regulations to en-
able faster experimenta-

tion. The role of
government, they agreed,
is critical, not just in fund-
ing but in shaping policy
and talent pipelines. As In-
dia transitions from a ser-
vice-led economy to a pro-
duct-driven one, the need
for a new kind of work-
force is becoming clear.

“Gone are the days
when a degree alone de-
�ned talent,” Mr. Sriniva-
san observed, pointing to a
future where adaptability
and skillsets will matter
more than formal
quali�cations.

As the discussion drew
to a close, there was a
broad agreement on where
the biggest disruptions will
unfold: healthcare, biotech
and semiconductors. Yet,
the larger takeaway was
less about sectors and
more about systems. In-
dia’s deep tech future, the
panel suggested, will not
be built in silos, but
through collaboration,
convergence and a willing-
ness to rethink how inno-
vation itself is done.

Future will be built through collaboration, say experts 
Siddhi Nawar
CHENNAI

(From left) Nitin Nagarkar, Pro Vice-Chancellor, Medical, SRMIST; Thirumalai Srinivasan, Director,

Entrepreneurship and Innovation, SRM; Suresh Vijayaraghavan, CTO, The Hindu Group; Kannan Vijaya

Raghavan, President, Society for Technology Management; and Dinesh Kumar Sundaravelu, CEO ,Tamil

Nadu Research Park Foundation, at the summit in Chennai on Monday. R. RAGU

At The Hindu Deep Tech
Summit 2026, a candid
conversation unfolded
around a familiar yet unre-
solved question: why does
the gap between academia
and industry persist?

A session titled “The
Symbiotic Lab: Re-Engi-
neering Academic Re-
search for Industrial Agili-
ty” brought together key
experts. The session was
moderated by John Xavier,
Tech Editor, The Hindu.

For T.R. Parasuraman,
GD Naidu Chair Professor
at SRMIST and former pre-
sident and wholetime di-
rector of Toyota Industries
Engines India Pvt. Ltd, the
contradiction is structural.
“Industry looks at the
short term, academia at
the long term,” he said,
pointing to a mismatch
that often leaves ideas
stranded at the proof-of-
concept stage. In a country
powered by nearly 6.8
crore MSMEs, this discon-
nect is not just academic; it
directly shapes India’s ma-
nufacturing ambitions.

Yet, the tone was not
pessimistic. Panellists
agreed that the past de-
cade has seen a quiet but
important shift. Dinesh Ar-
jun, CEO of EV motorcycle
startup Raptee, talked
about how entrepreneur-
ship itself has evolved over

the past decade. “Com-
mercialisation was not
even part of student think-
ing earlier,” he noted.

Gowri Kailasam, CEO of
Rane Madras Limited- SLD
& LMCD, o�ered a candid
industry view: companies
are often racing to solve
immediate problems but
fail to de�ne them clearly.
“We don’t take the time to
articulate today’s pro-
blems, yet expect answers
from academia,” she said.
Universities, in contrast,
tend to focus on futuristic
research that may not tran-
slate into immediate appli-
cations. 

What is needed, several
panellists suggested, is a
middle ground — one built
on co-creation rather than
transaction. Prasad Magan-
ti, CEO vTitan, said that re-
search and development
can no longer be optional
and that industries must
actively identify problems
across their operations and
work with academia to
solve them. Structural so-
lutions were also on the ta-
ble. Mr. Parasuraman pro-
posed a hub-and-spoke
model — clusters of centres
of excellence that MSMEs
can access for testing and
innovation, supported by
larger �rms and the go-
vernment. Others pointed
to simpler �xes: informal
collaborations, shared fa-
cilities and stronger ex-
change programmes.

‘Industry looks at the
short term, academia
at the long term’

(From left) Gowri Kailasam, CEO, Rane Madras Limited, SLD & LMCD;

Prasad Maganti, CEO, vTitan; T.R. Parasuraman, GD Naidu Chair

Professor, SRMIST; Dinesh Arjun, CEO, Raptee; and John Xavier, tech

editor; at the event. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Determining the right time
for a deep-tech venture to
receive investment is cru-
cial. According to M. V.
Subramaniam, a partner at
JULY Ventures, investors
prioritise the “technology
readiness level” of a start-
up. He emphasised that a
company becomes a viable
investment opportunity
only when it has achieved
commercial viability,
meaning it has a product
or service that customers
are willing to pay for and is
ready for broader commer-
cial engagement.

Mr. Subramaniam
shared this insight during a
panel discussion titled
“From IP to IPO: The Inves-
tor’s Blueprint for Scaling

‘Made-in-Lab’ Deep Tech”
at The Hindu Deep Tech
Summit 2026. The session
was moderated by Sindhu
Hariharan, Chief of Bureau
at The Hindu businessline.

Venu Gopal Chintada,
partner at Sathguru Cata-
lysers, said any technology

worth backing must have
global relevance. “It has to
be contemporary, and with
AI coming in, things are
getting a lot more competi-
tive. The technology must
solve a problem that is not
marginal but game-chang-
ing,” he said.

Responding to a ques-
tion on how early-stage
deep tech ventures, espe-
cially those led by women,
can get started, Vaishali
James, co-founder of San-
gatna Angels, said that it is
about transitioning from
lab to market. “What

works in a lab does not ne-
cessarily work in a market.
The main question is com-
mercial viability — are peo-
ple willing to pay for it?
That is extremely critical,”
she said. She added that
when it comes to deep tech
for women, there are gen-
der disparities in funding
within the ecosystem.

‘Perception bias’ 
“There is a huge percep-
tion bias as well, where wo-
men are often asked risk-
related questions. The fric-
tion for women
entrepreneurs is far higher
than for men,” she said. 

To a question about
what needs to change at
the college level, particu-
larly whether there should
be awareness of entrepre-
neurship over placements,

S. Anil Kumar, founder &
CEO of Jodi365.com, said
that there needs to be a
mindset shift. “How many
students, as they enter col-
leges think about building
something that could be-
come a business? We need
to encourage internships,
experiential learning, and
move away from rote
learning,” he said.

On whether India can
produce a global deep-tech
company, Mr. Chintada
said the country is well-po-
sitioned as the largest con-
sumer market. 

“‘Make in India’ for the
world is happening and
will continue. We are in a
transition phase in tech-
nology adoption, especial-
ly with AI being integrated
into many aspects of what
we do,” he said.

Commercial viability key to deep-tech investment: expert
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

(From left) Venu Gopal Chintada, Partner, Sathguru Catalysers; S. Anil Kumar, Founder & CEO,

Jodi365.Com; Vaishali James, Co-founder, Sangatna Angels; M.V. Subramaniam, partner, JULY Ventures;

and Sindhu Hariharan, Chief of Bureau, The Hindu businessline at the summit. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN
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Detailed analysis: Members of start-ups at the Pitchfest Zone at

the summit on Monday. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

X

Closer look: Visitors looking at a model bike at a stall at the summit

held in Chennai on Monday. R. RAGU

X

Special attraction: Visitors entering a stall at the tech expo

showcase during the summit on Monday. R. RAGU

X

Inquisitive mind: A participant asking a question to a panellist at

the summit. R. RAGU

W
hat was origi-
nally planned
as a �reside

chat between Ashok Jhunj-
hunwala of IIT-Madras and
The Hindu Group CEO L.V.
Navaneeth, at The Hindu

Deep Tech Summit 2026,
turned out to be a motiva-
tional session packed with
energy and optimism, in-
spiring technocrats, entre-
preneurs, academics and
start-ups.

The session, titled
“From Lab to Nation: How
India Can Build A Global
Deep Tech Ecosystem”, co-
vered a wide arc of time —
from Professor Jhunjhun-
wala’s return to India in
the 1980s, the key princi-
ples behind the success of
IIT Madras Research Park
(IITMRP), dos and don’ts
of entrepreneurship, the
need for solutions for eve-

ryday problems, two kinds
of mentorship for any
start-up and others.

When asked what in-
itially convinced him that
India needed a completely
di�erent model, Professor
Jhunjhunwala recalled his
return from the U.S. in 1981

and the absence of interac-
tion between industry and
academia. Along with a
bunch of students, he
started building things for
the industry. 

And was the industry
forthcoming? “I also real-
ise that you have to actual-

ly reach the top person in
the industry. They have
the vision to take risks. If
you go from below, you
will not be able to do that,”
he said.

Curious about the
IITMRP model, which is of-
ten cited as one of the most

successful industry-acade-
my collaboration models
in the country, Mr. Nava-
neeth sought to under-
stand the key principles
behind its design and
asked what lesson should
other universities learn
from it. “First of all, we
looked at IIT Madras Re-
search Park as a start-up.
Yes, you can take seed mo-
ney from somewhere, but
beyond that, a strong busi-
ness model must drive
that. So, beyond the seed
money, you are not going
to get any grant. Beyond
the seed money, you have

to raise money by either
venture capital or loans.
For that, your business
plan has to be very strong
and the banks have to be
convinced,” said Professor
Jhunjhunwala.

The other important
thing for such an institute,
he added, was: “We cannot
have interference either
from the government or
even from the institute.” 

Professor Jhunjhunwala
recalled how a newspaper
article published his quote,
which helped him get his
�rst cheque of ₹1 lakh from
the chairman of WS Indus-

tries. Hard work of one
year led to building a pro-
totype, he said, and furth-
er recalled how the chair-
man used the prototype to
bring down the cost and
emphasised that it was the
kind of acumen that busi-
ness leaders have.

Regarding real-world
challenges, the Professor
cited how rain a�ected
vehicular tra�c on his way
to the summit. “And we ha-
ven’t found a solution.
Who is going to solve this
problem? It is we who have
to solve it. So, today I am
building a consortium of
scientists around the coun-
try, along with eight to 10
start-ups. So, we will �nd a
technology solution.”

On entrepreneurship,
Professor Jhunjhunwala
said he usually asks start-
up enthusiasts for their
background. “Basically, I
ask them two things. First,
I start getting to know

them and their family and
try to understand their
economic situation and fa-
mily obligations. I want to
understand whether they
are in a position to take
risks. Because entrepre-
neurship is about risk.”
The second thing he asks
them is about failures. 

He told Mr. Navaneeth,
“There are two kinds of
mentorship that any start-
up needs. One is a technol-
ogy mentorship, where
they have a technical pro-
blem to solve, and the peo-
ple in technology can help
them mentor that. The se-
cond is a business mentor-
ship. Anybody who has run
a business, who has gone
through the di�culties of
handling cash �ows.” 

For the youngsters, he
had this to share: “Take up
the challenge. Work hard.
This is what you have been
trained for. You can do
wonders.”

Youngsters must take up challenges: Jhunjhunwala
IIT-Madras Professor speaks on a wide range of topics, including his return to India in the 1980s, key principles behind success of IIT Madras Research Park, dos and don’ts of entrepreneurship, need

for solutions for everyday problems, and two kinds of mentorship for any start-up; highlighting that entrepreneurship is about risks and there are chances of failures, he urges youth to work hard 

Dennis S. Jesudasan
CHENNAI

Quick tips: Ashok Jhunjhunwala, Institute Professor, IIT-Madras, and Chairman, Immersive Technology

and Entrepreneurship Labs, in conversation with L.V. Navaneeth, CEO, The Hindu Group. R. RAGU

O�ering a glimpse into the
India Semiconductor Mis-
sion (ISM) 2.0, Amitesh Ku-
mar Sinha, Additional Se-
cretary at the Ministry of
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology and CEO
of the India Semiconduc-
tor Mission, on Monday
said the government was
working to support the es-
tablishment of facilities for
chemicals, gases, mate-
rials, and equipment ma-
nufacturing in India.

“ISM 2.0 is totally fo-
cussed on these verticals,”
Mr. Sinha stated during a �-
reside chat, “From As-
sembly to Electronics Ex-
cellence: India’s
Semiconductor Ambi-
tions”, at the two-day Deep
Tech Summit 2026 organ-
ised by The Hindu Group
in association with the
SRM Institute of Science
and Technology (SRMIST)

in Chennai.
Observing that setting

up semiconductor manu-
facturing is not an easy
task, Mr. Sinha, in conver-
sation with Aroon Deep,
Principal Correspondent at
The Hindu, said the indus-
try has multiple ingre-
dients and every ingre-
dient has a very precise
implementation process or
engineering process that is
required to set that up.

Flagging certain challenges
faced by companies, he
said the companies are
overcoming those pro-
blems with the support of
the government which ful-
ly understands that ecosys-
tem has a very important
role.

Equipment, technology
partners, and supply chain
partners are important, he
pointed out. “We are trying
to support setting up of a

facility for chemicals, gas-
es, materials, and equip-
ment manufacturing in In-
dia. So, the next leg of ISM
2.0 will focus entirely on
these verticals.”

Observing that other
three verticals of design,
manufacturing, and pack-
aging will continue, Mr.
Sinha said: “Besides, these
kinds of ecosystem deve-
lopment e�orts will start.
Parallelly, we will also start
working on speci�c tech-
nology development
oriented R&D.” 

Skilling will be a thrust
area going forward, he
underlined.

Replying to a query, Mr.
Sinha said the govern-

ment’s role was to create
opportunities and to pro-
vide infrastructure and al-
so underlined the impor-
tance of industry’s
participation. “We all
know that deep tech is very
capital intensive and it
needs a lot of infrastruc-
ture in terms of lab facility,
testing facilities and many
more. The government will
create that along with the
industry,” he said. So, the
industry which is looking
for a real-time solution to
integrate in their product
lines or to solve some pro-
blems that they are facing,
is also a very important
partner in all this, he
added.

Attracting talent
“The industry and govern-
ment will have to create a
platform where the acade-
mia and industry research-
ers, innovators can come
together,” stated the senior
IAS o�cer. Once it is esta-

blished as a centre of excel-
lence, it will start attracting
talent from everywhere.
And that is when it be-
comes an organisation
where deep tech kind of
solutions will be generated
and then it will continue
the journey,” Mr. Sinha
said.

On the need for the in-
dustry to do six sigma ma-
nufacturing in terms of
quality control and build
indigenous design, the o�-
cial said: “ Electronics is
basically very, very fo-
cused towards reliability.
And once your systems are
reliable, then your market
access will further in-
crease. In semiconductor
chips, yield is a parame-
ter.” Six sigma was a sym-
bol indicating that one has
to control their process, he
said. “You have to optimise
that process. You have to
analyse the defect lines
and then improve it to near
to perfection level.”

‘Govt. to create deep-tech infrastructure with industry’ 
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Future course: Amitesh Kumar Sinha, Additional Secretary,

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, in conversation

with Aroon Deep, Principal Correspondent, The Hindu. R. RAGU

Deep tech is very
capital intensive and
needs a lot of
infrastructure, says
the Semiconductor
Mission CEO

Innovation stepped out of
presentation decks and in-
to a high-stakes boar-
droom at the summit on
Monday. In a session styled
like a live funding round,
entrepreneurs pitched not
just ideas, but conviction–
laying bare their origin sto-
ries, market potential and
the capital they needed to
grow. The narrative for
these founders move
beyond ideas to ask the
hardest question: who will
back them to scale?

The boardroom pitches
brought together a diverse
cohort of founders, from
deep tech and mobility to
health and AI, each at-
tempting to bridge the gap
between invention and in-
vestment. There was no
shortage of ambition.
Start-ups like Chittam,
Edio Innovations and Pulse
Lavage showcased solu-
tions rooted in real-world
ine�ciencies, while ven-
tures such as Torus Motion
and Re�ow Technologies
leaned into engineering
and sustainability. Others,
including OrzuLife, Mikae-
la.ai and Tamirobot, re-
�ected a growing shift to-
ward AI-led and
automation-driven ecosys-
tems. Even student-led
teams and early-stage in-
novators stepped forward,
signalling how deeply en-
trepreneurship has per-
meated academic spaces.

But what set the session

apart was its tone. This was
not a showcase but, it was
scrutiny. Founders were
expected to articulate not
just what they were build-
ing, but why it mattered,
who would pay for it, and
how fast it could scale.
Numbers– valuation, reve-
nue, runway– sat alongside
narratives of persistence
and problem-solving.

Across the table sat a
formidable panel of inves-
tors, operators and ecosys-
tem leaders, including Kal-
pana Sastry, Balakumar
Thangavelu, Satish Ga-
neshan, Chandrasekhar
Kupperi, Anil Kumar, Ara-
vind Suresh, Vaishali
James, Gowtham Suresh,
Senthil Kumar Rajendran,
Krithik Abiram Govindan,
Sridhar Bharathway, Gau-
rav Nirwan, Ananth Ku-
mar, M.V. Subramanian,
Kalairsi Periyasamy and
Venugopal Chindata. Their
role was not just to eval-
uate, but to challenge —
probing assumptions,
stress-testing business mo-
dels and pushing founders
to think beyond proto-
types. 

What emerged was a
clear pattern: The stron-
gest pitches were not ne-
cessarily the most com-
plex; they were the most
grounded. Founders who
demonstrated clarity of
market need, a viable path
to revenue and an under-
standing of scale stood out.
The questions, often
sharp, circled back to
fundamentals.

Start-ups take the
boardroom at the
Deep Tech summit

Centre stage: Entrepreneurs pitch their ideas at a session styled

like a live funding round on Monday. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN

Siddhi Nawar
CHENNAI

Corporate Social Responsi-
bility initiatives must move
beyond compliance-driven
spending and focus on
high-impact projects that
address pressing social
challenges, experts said at
a session at The Hindu

Deep Tech Summit 2026.
The panel titled ‘The

New Philanthropy: CSR as
a Catalyst for Inclusive
Deep Tech Ecosystems’
brought together Kumar
Anurag Pratap, VP, Digital
Inclusion & Sustainability
Leader and CSR Head; San-
jay Sampath, CEO, Green
Curve Consulting; Aditi
Gaitonde, Manager – Peo-
ple Experience (CSR Lead),
EPAM; Balakumar Thanga-
velu, Head, CSR, Cogni-
zant; and Radhika Ra-
mesh, COO, Villgro. The
session was moderated by
Rohit Batra, Vice President

(Head), Commercial Pro-
jects, IHFC (Technology In-
novation Hub of IIT Delhi).

‘Shared purpose’
CSR cannot be approached
as a purely transactional
exercise focused only on
funding, Mr. Pratap said,
arguing that organisations
seeking support must in-
stead build meaningful,

long-term relationships
with corporate partners.
Mr. Pratap likened CSR
partnerships to relation-
ships that evolve through
dialogue and shared pur-
pose rather than imme-
diate �nancial transac-
tions, and that once such a
connection is established,
support is more likely to
follow organically.

On the question of fund-
ing for research and deve-
lopment, Mr. Sampath said
commonly cited �gures,
such as CSR spending on
R&D being around 1%, may
not be entirely accurate. 

Informal estimates from
industry discussions sug-
gest the amount could be
signi�cantly higher, but
there is a lack of rigorous,

publicly available studies
to substantiate these
claims, he said. 

Ms. Ramesh said that in-
vestments in incubators
and social impact organisa-
tions should be viewed as
R&D within the CSR eco-
system. “Funding that goes
to incubators and impact-
focused NGOs is, in many
ways, R&D,” she said. She
noted that such solutions
are tested in real-world set-
tings through pilot pro-
jects, with CSR funding
helping to “de-risk” them
and assess their impact,
scalability and viability.

Responding to a ques-
tion on whether CSR is be-
ing used innovatively or re-
mains limited to low-risk,
high-visibility projects, Mr.
Thangavelu, said the sec-
tor cannot be viewed un-
iformly. “It is di�cult to
generalise,” he said, noting
that some companies treat
CSR as a “checklist activi-

ty”, while others use it for
branding. At the same
time, he said, organisa-
tions where philanthropy
is culturally embedded are
more likely to back innova-
tion and long-term solu-
tions. R&D projects. 

On shifting mindsets
within the CSR ecosystem,
Ms. Gaitonde said organi-
sations need to �rst under-
stand the perspectives of
both start-ups and CSR de-
cision-makers. “Try and
understand where they’re
coming from,” she said,
suggesting that start-ups
engage more closely with
incubators, including
those at institutions such
as IITs and IIMs, to better
navigate the ecosystem. 

She urged organisations
to identify what drives CSR
partners. “Find your
hook,” she said, noting that
aligning with a company’s
priorities can help initiate
partnerships.

CSR initiatives must focus on high-impact projects: experts 
Geetha Srimathi
CHENNAI

(From left) Kumar Anurag Pratap, VP, Digital Inclusion & Sustainability Leader, CSR Head; Sanjay

Sampath, CEO, Green Curve Consulting; Aditi Gaitonde, Manager - People Experience (CSR Lead), EPAM;

Balakumar Thangavelu, Head CSR, Cognizant; Radhika Ramesh, COO, Villgro and Rohit Batra, Vice -

President (Head) Commercial Projects, IHFC on Monday. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN 
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Four people were killed in the Israeli port city of Haifa after what

Israeli media said was an Iranian missile strike that hit a residential

building late on Sunday. The bodies were recovered from beneath

the rubble following hours of search-and-rescue operations, the

Israeli military said on Monday. AFP

Four bodies recovered from site of
Iranian strike, say Israel rescuers

HAIFA

AP
X

An Iranian attack on a residential area in Kuwait injured six people

on Monday, the country’s Health Ministry said. “Falling projectiles

and debris hit a residential area in the northern region after an

Iranian aggression,” it said. Overnight from Sunday to Monday,

Kuwait had also said it was responding to similar attacks. AFP

Falling debris from Iranian strike
injures six, says Kuwait Ministry

KUWAIT CITY

REUTERS
X

The four astronauts embarking on NASA’s lunar flyby became on

Monday the humans to travel furthest from our planet, as they get

set to view areas of the moon never before seen by the naked eye.

the Artemis II team surpassed the distance record of (400,171

kilometres set by Apollo 13 in 1970. AFP

Artemis II breaks Apollo 13’s record
as humans travel farther into space

HOUSTON

AFP
X

An Israeli airstrike killed at least 10 people outside a school housing

displaced Palestinians on Monday, health o�icials said, in the latest

violence overshadowing the fragile U.S.-backed Gaza ceasefire deal.

Before the strikes, Palestinians clashed with an Israeli militia, who

they said raided the school in an attempt to abduct people. REUTERS

At least 10 killed in Israeli airstrike
near Gaza school as truce strains

CAIRO

REUTERS

I
ran’s Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) said on Mon-

day that the Strait of Hor-
muz, a critical internation-
al waterway connecting
the Persian Gulf with the
Gulf of Oman, has under-
gone “irreversible strategic
changes” and will never re-
turn to its previous status.

“The era of foreign he-
gemony over this critical
waterway is de�nitely ov-
er,” the IRGC Navy said in a
statement. Recent regional
developments have esta-
blished a new reality so
that the U.S. can no longer
dictate terms in Iran’s im-
mediate maritime environ-
ment, it said.

“The Strait of Hormuz
will never return to its pre-
vious status, especially for
the U.S. and the Zionist re-
gime,” the IRGC said, ad-
ding that Iran would conti-
nue to defend its
sovereignty and the securi-
ty of the Persian Gulf.

The IRGC statement
came hours after U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump put
out an expletive-ridden
post on social media asking
Iran to open the Strait.
“Tuesday will be Power
Plant Day, and Bridge Day,
all wrapped up in one, in

Iran. Open the F*** Strait,
you crazy b****, or you’ll
be living in Hell,” the U.S.
President said. Mr. Trump
in the past had issued sev-
eral deadlines to Iran to re-
open the Strait or face sev-
ere bombing.

On Sunday, Mr. Trump
said the U.S. was in talks
with Iran and a deal could
be possible by April 6,
threatening to “blow up
everything” if a deal is not
reached.

New plans 
The IRGC said the Guards
have made plans to esta-
blish a new indigenous se-
curity architecture in the
Persian Gulf based on the
principle that the region’s
security and stability must
be guaranteed by the litto-

ral states. “These prepara-
tions include enhanced na-
val deployment, advanced
monitoring systems, and
coordinated rapid-res-
ponse capabilities, all de-
signed to safeguard Iran’s
territorial waters and en-
sure the uninterrupted
�ow of energy through the
strait,” the Guards said. 

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
on Monday dismissed Mr.
Trump’s ultimatum.
“Washington’s supposed
pursuit of diplomatic en-
gagement with Tehran
runs counter to continuing
its crimes against the Ira-
nian nation and threaten-
ing the nation with even
more war crimes,” Foreign
Ministry spokesman Es-
maeil Baghaei said. He ad-
ded that the U.S. Special

Operations forces raid in
Iran on Sunday to rescue
an airman of an F-15E �ght-
er that was shot down over
Iran was a cover “to steal
enriched uranium”.

Unanswered questions 
There are “many questions
and uncertainties” about
the operation,” he said.
“The area where the Amer-
ican pilot was claimed to
be present in Kohgiluyeh
and Boyer-Ahmad Pro-
vince is a long way from
the area where they at-
tempted to land or wanted
to land their forces in cen-
tral Iran,” Mr. Baghaei said.
“The possibility that this
was a deception operation
to steal enriched uranium
should not be ignored at
all.”

An Iranian army spokes-
person said Iran’s ongoing
attacks would continue un-
til “the enemy is brought to
a point of genuine re-
morse”. “The Islamic Re-
public of Iran’s system
stands with authority, has
responded to threats, and
in some cases has been
able to reciprocally opera-
tionalize threats against
the opposing side,” Brig.
Gen. Mohammad Akrami-
niathe said in a statement.
“The opposing side has, in
fact, been defeated.”

Strait of Hormuz will never
return to its old status: IRGC

Firm stand: The Guards say the U.S. cannot dictate terms in Iran’s

maritime environment after recent regional developments. AFP

The Guards say they have made plans to establish a new security architecture in the Gulf based

on the principle that the region’s security and stability must be guaranteed by the littoral states

Stanly Johny
U.S President Donald
Trump on Monday told re-
porters that Iran could be
taken out in one night,
“and that night might be
tomorrow night”, warning
Tehran it had to make a
deal by Tuesday night or
face the consequences.

Mr. Trump had earlier
vowed to enforce a Tues-
day night deadline for Iran
to agree to a cease�re deal
or face broad attacks on
power plants and other
critical infrastructure.

“The entire country can
be taken out in one night,
and that night might be to-
morrow night,” he told a
White House press
conference.

Asked about accusa-
tions of war crimes if the
U.S. widens attacks against
Iran’s bridges and power
plants, Mr. Trump res-
ponded, “No, not at all.”
Asked why Iranians would
want him to carry out the
threat, he said citizens are
“willing to su�er...in order
to have freedom.”

Truce proposal
Mr. Trump also said the
proposal o�ered by Iran
was inadequate.

“They made a proposal,
and it’s a signi�cant propo-
sal. It’s a signi�cant step.
It’s not good enough,” Mr.
Trump said.

Mr. Trump said the �ve-
week con�ict could end
quickly if Iran does “what
they have to do.”

“They have to do certain
things. They know that,
they’ve been negotiating I
think in good faith,” he
said.

U.S. Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth told the brief-
ing that the largest volume
of strikes since day one of
the operation against Iran
would take place on Mon-
day and warned Tuesday
would have even more.

Mr. Trump, joined by se-
nior national security ad-
visers, described in detail
the operation to recover a
downed American airman
over the weekend from Ira-
nian territory.

He said the unidenti�ed
airman was hiding in
mountains and kept climb-
ing in order to improve the
chances for recovery. “It
was like �nding a needle in
a haystack,” Mr. Trump
said. Hundreds of Ameri-

can forces were involved in
the search and recovery
mission and to prevent the
Iranians from �nding him
�rst, he said. 

CIA director John Rat-
cli�e, who joined Mr.
Trump at the event, said
the agency had engaged in
a “deception campaign” to
convince the Iranians the
airman was somewhere
else.

The pilot, shot down on
Friday, was recovered on
Sunday morning.

Mr. Hegseth said the lost
airman used an emergency
transponder to show
where he was and his �rst
message was: “God is
good.”

Meanwhile, Mr. Trump
also threatened an unspec-
i�ed media outlet with jail
time if it does not reveal
the person who leaked in-
formation about the U.S.
pilot who went missing in
Iran.
(With inputs from Associat-
ed Press, Reuters)

Trump says Iran could be
‘taken out’ in one night
Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

Tall claims: President Donald Trump speaks with reporters during

a news conference at the White House on Monday. AP

An Israeli strike hit Beirut’s
southern suburbs on Mon-
day as Israel’s Army said it
was targeting Iran-backed
militant group Hezbollah,
while Lebanon reported
broad strikes in the coun-
try’s south.

Video footage showed
smoke billowing after the
strike on the southern sub-
urbs, a Hezbollah strong-
hold which has largely
emptied of residents after
repeated Israeli attacks
and evacuation warnings.

Israel’s Army said it was
“striking Hezbollah terror
targets in Beirut”, after say-
ing it would target the area.

The Israeli Army said on
Sunday that in recent days,
it had struck two Al-Amana
petrol stations “which
were controlled by Hezbol-
lah and served as signi�-
cant �nancial infrastruc-
ture” supporting the
group’s activities.

In south Lebanon, the
Health Ministry said four
people were killed in a
raid, near the city of Naba-
tiyeh. The state-run Na-
tional News Agency (NNA)
also reported deadly
strikes elsewhere in the
country’s south and east.

Lebanon says 1,497 peo-
ple have been killed since
the war erupted, including
57 health workers.

Lebanon says
Israeli strikes
hit southern
region, Beirut

Agence France-Presse
BEIRUT

Israel Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz announced on
Monday that Israel had
conducted a “powerful
strike” on Iran’s largest pe-
trochemical complex, with
the operator saying it was
assessing the damage from
the attacks.

The complex in the Pars
region services Iran’s
South Pars natural gas �eld
—the largest known gas re-
serve in the world—which
it shares with Qatar, and
which Israel had previous-
ly hit last month.

The military “just car-
ried out a powerful strike

on Iran’s largest petro-
chemical facility, located in
Asaluyeh—a central target
responsible for about 50%
of the country’s petro-
chemical production”, Mr.
Katz said in a statement.

Israel carried out a simi-
lar strike on the Mahshahr
Petrochemical Special
Zone in the southwestern
Khuzestan province on Sa-
turday, a local Iranian o�-
cial said. 

“At this point, the two
facilities, which together
account for roughly 85% of
Iran’s petrochemical ex-
ports, have been taken out
of operation and are no
longer functioning,” Mr.
Katz said, calling it “a sev-
ere economic blow”.

Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said that Is-
rael was “systematically
eliminating the Revolution-
ary Guards’ money
machine”.

Israel and the U.S. also
carried out a wave of at-
tacks on Iran, killing more
than 25 people on Monday.
Iran responded with mis-
sile �re on Israel and its
Gulf Arab neighbours.

Israel and the U.S.
also carried out a
wave of attacks on
Iran, killing more
than 25 people

Israel hits key petrochemical
terminal in Iran’s South Pars
Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM

Rohingya representatives
and a rights group �led a
complaint with Indonesia’s
Attorney-General against
Myanmar’s President-elect
General Min Aung Hlaing
for alleged rights abuses,
the prosecutor’s o�ce in
Jakarta said.

Myanmar’s military,
which grabbed power in a
2021 coup, has for decades
been accused of rights
abuses, mostly targeting
the country’s ethnic mi-
norities including the
Rohingya.

Rights group
�les ‘genocide’
plaint against
Myanmar

Agence France-Presse
JAKARTA

Two U.S. Democratic law-
makers have met Cuba’s
President in the �rst con-
gressional visit since Wash-
ington imposed an oil
blockade against the is-
land, a measure they de-
nounced as “economic
bombing.”

U.S. Representatives
Pramila Jayapal and Jo-

nathan Jackson concluded
a �ve-day trip to Cuba on
Sunday as President Do-
nald Trump has stepped
up pressure on the com-
munist government.

Cuban President Miguel
Diaz-Canel on Monday
posted photos of his meet-
ing with the lawmakers on
X. Mr. Diaz-Canel said that
during the meeting he de-
nounced “the criminal
harm” caused by the U.S.

blockade as well as Wash-
ington’s “threats of even
more aggressive actions.”

The Cuban leader, who
con�rmed in March that
U.S. and Cuban o�cials
had held talks, reiterated
his government’s willing-
ness to “engage in serious
and responsible bilateral
dialogue, and �nding solu-
tions to existing
di�erences.”

In a statement, the U.S.

lawmakers said the de fac-
to blockade imposed by
Mr. Trump in January was
“illegal” and “causing un-
told su�ering to the Cuban
people.”

“This is cruel collective
punishment—e�ectively an
economic bombing of the
infrastructure of the coun-
try—that has produced per-
manent damage. It must
stop immediately,” the
statement said.

U.S. lawmakers slam ‘blockade’ in Cuba visit
Agence France-Presse
HAVANA
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CSK skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad took full responsibility for his side’s

loss against RCB. Since 2025, it was CSK’s 13th loss in 17 matches.

“Great fight by Sarfaraz Khan, Jamie Overton, Prashant Veer, and to

some extent, Shivam Dube. If I had contributed more, maybe it

could have been di�erent. It was definitely on me.”

It could have been di�erent had 
I contributed more: Ruturaj

TAKING RESPONSIBILITY

K. MURALI KUMAR
X

It’s di�icult when you’ve been at [another] franchise for some time.

There is still an element of belonging, and he’s going through the

process of connecting with this team. There’s a little bit of work to

be done o� the field to make bonds tighter, but he’s fine — CSK

head coach Stephen Fleming on new recruit Sanju Samson.

Samson going through the process
of connecting with the team: coach 

BONDING

K. MURALI KUMAR
X

MI bowling coach Paras Mhambrey hailed the holistic impact of

senior opener Rohit Sharma in the team. “I don’t think anyone

doubted Rohit’s performances. We look at it in terms of what he

brings to the table, other than the cricket. His expertise, his

experience, his chats with the bowler and batters,” said Mhambrey.

I don’t think anyone doubted
Rohit’s performances: Mhambrey

CLASS PLAYER

RITU RAJ KONWAR
X

Delhi Capitals medium-pacer Kyle Jamieson praised Mukesh

Kumar’s leadership skills and Lungi Ngidi’s top performances. “They

have been outstanding. Mukesh has led really well in the bowling

department while Ngidi has been excellent. The early intent with

the ball has set the tone for the rest of the innings,” Jamieson said.

Mukesh has led really well, Ngidi
has been excellent: Jamieson

SHOWERING PRAISE 

R.V. MOORTHY

T
he build-up was
perfect. Shah Rukh
Khan attended his

�rst match of the season
while fans turned up in de-
cent numbers to cheer for
Kolkata Knight Riders des-
pite the team’s recent
struggles.

But, weather gods had
other plans as the IPL 2026
�xture between KKR and
Punjab Kings was washed
out here on Monday.

Strange call
Despite predictions of rain,
KKR opted to bat, and it
was reeling at 25 for two in
3.4 overs when the show-
ers arrived, halting play
barely 17 minutes into the
game at Eden Gardens.

Coming o� two consec-
utive defeats, KKR took the
�eld without the injured
Varun Chakaravarthy and
Sunil Narine.

Middle-order batter
Rovman Powell and pacer
Navdeep Saini were draft-
ed into the XI.

It was another disap-
pointing start for KKR as
neither opener Finn Allen
nor No. 3 Cameron Green
managed to settle, both
caught behind o� pacer
Xavier Bartlett.

With skipper Ajinkya
Rahane and Angkrish
Raghuvanshi attempting to
rebuild, rain forced the
players o� the �eld.

There was initial hope of
a restart as the groundsta�
swiftly covered the square
and out�eld.

But as the evening wore
on, the rain intensi�ed and
gust of wind swept across

the ground. Sheets of rain
lashed the square, the
stands gradually emptied
as spectators sought shel-
ter, and puddles began to
form despite the covers re-
maining �rmly in place.

With no improvement
in conditions, match refe-
ree Javagal Srinath had no
other option but to call o�
the contest. 

Both teams were award-
ed a point each.

Incidentally, when the
two sides met at the same
venue last year, that match
too was washed out.

A year later, it was a si-
milar story.

The KKR-PBKS match in Kolkata is abandoned for the second successive

year; both teams get a point each; Bartlett impresses in his short burst

IPL-19

Deja vu as rain has
�nal say at Eden

Shayan Acharya
KOLKATA

Playing spoilsport: Persistent rain meant the match could not be

resumed despite the best e�orts of the groundsta�. K.R. DEEPAK

One of the striking images
of the IPL mega auction in
2024 was Chennai Super
Kings head coach Stephen
Fleming �ashing all his 10
�ngers to point out that his
team would shell out ₹10
crore for Noor Ahmad. 

Fleming successfully
doubled the initial ₹5 crore
bid after the Gujarat Titans
exercised its ‘Right to
Match’ card. The Afghanis-
tan tweaker, in turn, re-
paid that faith by scalping
24 wickets, the second-
highest, last season. He
was the silver lining for the
�ve-time champion in
what was an otherwise for-
gettable campaign.

However, in 2026, the
script has �ipped, and
Noor’s poor returns from
the three games have com-
pounded the problems for
CSK. The 21-year-old left-
arm wrist-spinner has so
far leaked 111 runs in 10 ov-
ers without taking a wick-
et. It has meant that the
Super Kings have looked
�at in the middle overs, al-
lowing the opposition to
run amok.

In Sunday’s �xture

against Royal Challengers
Bengaluru, Noor struggled
with his length. He landed
it short as Tim David went
after him, slamming a hat-
trick of sixes in the 17th ov-
er. His length was a bit o�
in the game against the
Punjab Kings as well, and
Cooper Connolly and
Prabhsimran Singh got on
top of him.

Former CSK player Vi-
dyut Sivaramakrishnan
noted that Noor might be
su�ering from lack of sup-
port from the other end.
“Last year, he had Ravin-
dra Jadeja and R. Ashwin in
the side and could bowl
with a lot of freedom. This
year, he has to lead the at-
tack, and maybe he is just
growing into that role,”

said Vidyut. “He is trying
that back of length to res-
trict the batter to a single,
but it hasn’t worked. He
has a quick arm action and
gets good pace o� the
pitch. So if he can sort out
his length and slow it down
a bit, he can be e�ective,”
he added.

Noor came into the tour-
nament in slightly worry-
ing form. During the T20
World Cup, he failed to
knock over any batter in
his two outings. The last
competitive game in which
he took a wicket was in Ja-
nuary, against the West In-
dies in a T20I.

CSK will hope Noor can
get out of this rut soon and
give a �llip to an already
thin bowling attack.

Noor’s poor returns add to
CSK’s growing list of worries
S. Dipak Ragav
CHENNAI

Great expectations: Super Kings had bought Noor for a whopping

₹10 crore in the mega auction in 2024. IPLT20.COM

Prior to 2026, Devdutt Pa-
dikkal’s best strike-rate in
the IPL was 150.60 (2025).
That number was a signi�-
cant upgrade from his pre-
vious best of 130.50 from
2023.

But in Royal Challengers
Bengaluru’s twin victories
this season, Padikkal has
struck at a whopping
201.81 and made two
half-centuries.

After �ne campaigns in
the 2025-26 Ranji Trophy
(543 runs at an average of
60.33) and Vijay Hazare
Trophy (725 runs at 90.62),
the 25-year-old’s e�ort will
only burnish his growing
reputation as an elite all-
format batter.

“It’s a lot of hard work
and self-belief that has
helped me get here,” Pa-
dikkal said about unlock-
ing his T20 potential. 

“It wasn’t easy initially. I
had to change from the
foundation onwards, con-
sidering the type of cricket
I wanted to play growing
up. But RCB has been great
in guiding me.”

The standout features
have been Padikkal’s accel-

eration and shot-making
range. Against CSK on Sun-
day, on a lax pitch, he was
16 o� 15 balls at one stage.
He ended up with 50 from
29, setting the stage for
Tim David’s murderous,
unbeaten 25-ball 70.

There was a dextrous
clip over short-�ne o� Ja-
mie Overton, a beautiful
dance down the track to
launch Noor Ahmad over
long-on, and an expert
reading of a slower deliv-
ery from Shivam Dube to

send it over wide long-o�.
“Even last season, we

had a couple of games [at
Chinnaswamy] where we
struggled early on,” Padik-
kal said. 

“We had a conversation
that we needed to preserve
wickets because when the
ball gets older, it’s easier to
bat.

“We were not three or
four down by the 10-over
mark [vs. CSK], and once
we managed that, we could
just go at every ball”.

Padikkal proves his value
as an elite all-format batter
N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

Growing in stature: The standout features of Padikkal’s batting

have been his acceleration and shot-making range. K. MURALI KUMAR 

These are still early days in
IPL 2026. Teams are still
working out their
strengths, �guring out
weaknesses and honing in
on a winning strategy.

For Rajasthan Royals,
this opening assessment
has been a satisfying exer-
cise, having won its �rst
two games. 

The latest of those tri-
umphs saw the side outlast
Gujarat Titans by six runs
in a high-scoring thriller,
with pacer Tushar Desh-
pande delivering a nerve-
less �nal over.

On Tuesday, the Royals
will have their cricketing
faculties further examined
as they host Mumbai In-
dians at the Barsapara Sta-
dium here.

The opening salvo,
though, hasn’t been a satis-
factory one for MI. After
bettering Kolkata Knight
Riders in its �rst game, the
�ve-time champion stum-
bled against Delhi Capitals
in the second.

The much-vaunted MI
batting line-up fell �at
against the Capitals, as it
eked out a below-par total
of 162, which was over-
hauled with ease.

MI sorely missed the
presence of skipper Hardik
Pandya, who sat out of the
game due to illness. Lucki-
ly for MI, the Indian all-
rounder has recovered and
will return to lead the side
against the Royals, as con-
�rmed by bowling coach
Paras Mhambrey.

Meanwhile, Riyan Parag
has enjoyed a fruitful start
to his stint as the Royals’

full-time captain. The 24-
year-old’s on-�eld calls,
particularly with bowling
choices, have been sharp
and game-clinching.

The centre of attention
in the Royals line-up,
though, is teenage sensa-
tion Vaibhav Suryavanshi.
The left-handed opener
has batted with unbridled
con�dence, whipping up
stormy starts in both
games of the season.

If there is a sub-plot to
look out for on Tuesday, it
could be the potential �rst-
ever in-game meeting bet-
ween Suryavanshi and Jas-
prit Bumrah. 

The enticing prospect of
the high-on-con�dence 15-
year-old going up against
arguably the best bowler of
this generation will only
add sparkle to an already
exciting contest.

Suryavanshi-Bumrah
match-up the centre of
attention as RR meets MI

Pranay Rajiv
GUWAHATI

Battle ready: It will be interesting to see Suryavanshi’s approach against Bumrah. AFP & RITU RAJ KONWAR

Rajasthan Royals perfor-
mance coach Siddhartha
Lahiri heaped praise on
captain Riyan Parag for the
side’s winning start to IPL
2026.

Royals outclassed Chen-
nai Super Kings in their
tournament opener here
before pipping Gujarat Ti-
tans away from home as
Parag began his stint as
permanent captain on a
high. “The credit goes to
the captain. Even though
he is young, his cricketing
mind is better than that. It
is because he is calm and
composed under pressure.
Even last year, when he
wasn’t the [full-time] cap-
tain, he never buckled un-
der pressure,” said Lahiri
on Monday, on the eve of
Royals’ clash against Mum-
bai Indians.

Lahiri pinpointed the
execution of the �nal over
in Royals’ win against Ti-
tans, when Tushar Desh-
pande defended 10 runs,
as an example of Parag’s
tactical acumen. 

Big move
“Giving the ball to Tushar
was a very big move. Be-
fore the �rst ball [of the �-
nal over], third-man was
pushed back. And if you
see how Rashid Khan
played that ball, it would
have been a four if third-
man was up.”

Despite the strong start
to the IPL campaign, Lahiri
believes it is important for

the Royals to stay ground-
ed and stick to their plans.

Early days
“I think it’s still very ear-

ly days for us. We have just
played two games, and we
have done well. It’s a long
season. So we can’t get ex-
cited. Our biggest chal-
lenge would be to stay level
and just keep following the
simple processes that we
have been doing,” added
Lahiri.

Parag is young, but 
his cricketing mind is
better than that: Lahiri 

Parag. AFP

Pranay Rajiv
GUWAHATI

To lose the �rst three
games in an IPL season is a
hellish scenario. But it is
not quite a death-knell. 

Mumbai Indians lost its
�rst four matches in 2015,
and still claimed the tro-
phy. In 2024, Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru won just
one of its �rst eight �x-
tures, and yet made it to
the playo�s.

But for the Chennai Sup-
er Kings faithful, these will
bring little succour, for it is
not just about the defeats
but the manner of them.
CSK lost to Rajasthan
Royals by eight wickets, to
Punjab Kings by �ve, and

to RCB by 43 runs. In the
T20 universe, these are
like distances between the
earth and the moon. “It
was a tough night,” CSK
head coach Stephen Flem-
ing said after the loss to
RCB. This season, CSK has
bet big on young batters
like Kartik Sharma (19),
Prashant Veer (20) and Ay-
ush Mhatre (18), and Flem-
ing was con�dent that their
potential will eventually
shine through. 

“It’s going to be a really
good core of Indian bat-
ters. You’re going to get a
bit of inconsistency and al-
so some brilliance. It’s
about marrying skill with a
bit of game sense, and that
does take time”.

‘It’s about marrying
skill and game sense’
N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

f1ccf833-44c4-4575-b5cd-33fe76bd21c0

f1ccf833-44c4-4575-b5cd-33fe76bd21c0



M HY-HYECM
YK

THE HINDU 

18 Tuesday, April 7, 2026
HyderabadSport

American fourth seed Tommy Paul saved three
match points before scoring a battling three-set
victory over unseeded Argentine Roman
Burruchaga to win the ATP Houston US men’s
clay court championship on Sunday. Paul, 28,
held his nerve in a nail-biting third set to dig out a
6-1, 3-6, 7-5 win in 2hr 40min to claim the �fth
ATP title of his career.

Paul battles past Burruchaga
to win Houston title

INBRIEF
�

IFL: Sony Sports Ten 5 & LIV, 4 & 6.30 p.m.

ISL: Sony Sports Ten 2 & FanCode, 7.30 p.m.

IPL: Star Sports 1 & JioHotstar, 7.30 p.m.

Champions League: Sony Sports Ten 1, 2 & LIV, 12.30 a.m.
(Wednesday)

LIVE TELECAST
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Jessica Pegula clinched back-to-back victories at
the WTA Charleston Open clay court tournament
on Sunday, routing Ukraine’s Yuliia
Starodubtseva in straight sets to claim her second
title of the year. The top-seeded American
sprinted to a 6-2, 6-2 victory in 1hr 22min for the
11th title of her career.

Pegula retains Charleston
Open crown with ease

US sprint star Sha’Carri Richardson surged
through the �eld on Monday to win Australia’s
prestigious Stawell Gift race, clocking the fastest
time in its history. Held on grass over 120m at a
slight gradient in a small rural town outside
Melbourne, athletes are handicapped according
to form and start o� varying marks. Richardson
reined in runners who had up to a 9m head start.
She crossed the line in 13.15s to become only the
third woman to win the race from scratch —
starting at the back of the �eld.

Sha’Carri Richardson wins
Stawell Gift in record time

T
he players and ve-
nue would be di�e-
rent but India

would be hoping to repeat
its result from the last year
when the team takes on
Thailand in its opening tie
of the Billie Jean King (BJK)
Cup at the DLTA Stadium
on Tuesday.

The six-team Asia/Ocea-
nia Group I competition, to
be played in a single round-
robin format, will be the
second straight year India
is hosting the event. India,
which �nished second be-
hind New Zealand in Pune
in 2025 to advance to the
playo�s, will be hoping to
do so again.

It won’t be easy, howev-
er, with Shrivalli Bhamidi-
paty, who went unbeaten
in all her �ve matches last
year and was awarded the
BJK Heart award for her

performances, out with
injury.

New Zealand, Thailand
and Korea have returned
this year along with Mon-
golia and Indonesia with

the latter expected to be a
tough opponent and the
former an unknown quan-
tity the team captain and
former Davis Cupper Vish-
al Uppal is wary of.

While Shrivalli pulled
out with a back spasm, re-
serve player Vaidehee
Chaudhari injured her an-
kle during training on
Thursday but Uppal insist-
ed there was enough depth
in the team without reveal-
ing his team combinations. 

Zeel Desai has been
called up as a replacement,
the 27-year-old withdraw-
ing from the semi�nals of
the $15,000 ITF event in
Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar to join the side at the
last minute.

Ankita-Rutuja for doubles
Top-ranked Indian Vaish-
navi Adkar, Sahaja Yama-
lappalli, Ankita Raina and
Rutuja Bhosale complete
the side with the last two,
the most experienced, ex-
pected to shoulder the
doubles challenge while

leaving the singles to the
youngsters.

“I’m happy having a
problem picking players
for a tie than one where I
don’t have players, that’s a
good problem to have, it
tells you there’s depth,”
Uppal said on the eve of
the competition.

India’s biggest challenge
will be from Indonesia, led
by the highest-ranked
player in the �eld, World
No. 41 Janice Tjen, and
doubles specialist Aldila
Sutjiadi.

New Zealand, also re-
mains a threat with dou-
bles specialist Erin Rout-
li�e in its ranks despite the
absence of Lulu Sun.

Tuesday’s matches (3 p.m.

onwards): 

India vs. Thailand (centre court),
New Zealand vs. Indonesia (court
1), Mongolia vs. Korea (court 2).

Despite the absence of the injured Shrivalli and Vaidehee, skipper Uppal feels there is enough depth in the team; Zeel drafted in as replacement

TENNIS

India looks to ride on home support to
reach Billie Jean King Cup playo�s

Uthra Ganesan
NEW DELHI

All set: Uppal, third from left, will hope that Sahaja, Ankita, Zeel, Rutuja and Vaishnavi rise to the

occasion and help India qualify for the playo�s. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 

Inter Milan took a big step
towards winning the Serie
A title by thrashing Roma
5-2 on Sunday, ending a
late-season wobble and
moving nine points clear at
the top of the table.

The return of Lautaro
Martinez, who scored
twice after nearly two
months out injured, and a
�rst club goal since early
February from Marcus
Thuram helped Inter em-
phatically end a
mini-slump.

Inter had collected eight
points from its �ve league
matches played since Mar-
tinez su�ered a calf injury
against Bodo/Glimt in the
Champions League.

Hakan Calhanoglu’s
swerving rocket on the
stroke of half-time and a se-
cond league goal of the sea-
son from Nicolo Barella
made sure of a win which
was also another blow to
Roma’s Champions League
hopes. 

A di�erent team
Inter is a di�erent team
with captain Martinez, and
the Argentina striker put
the home side ahead from
Thuram’s neat pass with
barely two minutes on the
clock at the San Siro.

Calhanoglu’s ferocious

strike from more than 30
metres put Inter back
ahead on the stroke of half-
time, just as Roma seemed
to be heading into the tun-
nel level following Gianlu-
ca Mancini’s header in the
40th minute.

That goal galvanised In-
ter which came out for the
second half as fast as it did
for the �rst, and the match
was as good as over 10 mi-
nutes after the restart
thanks to Martinez and
Thuram. 

At the other end of the
table Cremonese slipped
into the relegation zone af-
ter being beaten 2-1 by Bo-
logna while Pisa slid closer
to the drop with a 1-0 home

defeat against Torino.

The results: 

Serie A: Cremonese 1 (Bonazzoli
90+1-pen) lost to Bologna 2 (Joao
Mario 3, Rowe 16).

Inter Milan 5 (Martinez 2, 52,
Calhanoglu 45+1, Thuram 55,
Barella 63) bt Roma 2 (Mancini
40, Pellegrini 70); Pisa 0 lost to
Torino 1 (Adams 80).

LaLiga: Valencia 2 (Rodriguez 12,
90+3) lost to Celta Vigo 3 (Moriba
56, Lopez 60, Swedberg 81).

Real Oviedo 1 (Vinas 32) bt Sevilla
0; Alaves 2 (Martinez 44, Boye
90+1-pen) drew with Osasuna 2
(Rosier 4, Budimir 80-pen).

Bundesliga: Eintracht Frankfurt
2 (Burkardt 66, Kalimuendo 69)
drew with Cologne 2 (Kaminski
70, Castro-Montes 83).

Union Berlin 1 (Ilic 52) drew with
St Pauli 1 (Pereira Lage 25).

Martinez back with a bang 
as Inter outplays Roma

Early strike: It took barely two minutes for Martinez to put Inter

ahead. AP

EURO LEAGUES

Agence France-Presse
MILAN

Three Indian women, in-
cluding Preeti Pawar
(54kg), who shocked Paris
Olympics bronze medallist
Im Aeiji, entered the �nals
while Nikhat Zareen and
Lovlina Borgohain lost in
the semi�nals of the Asian
boxing in Ulaanbaatar
(Mongolia) on Monday.

Olympian Preeti beat
Korean Im 5-0 to set up a
summit clash with Huang
Hsiao-wen of Chinese
Taipei.

Priya (60kg) and Arund-
hati Choudhary (70kg)
won their respective last-
four bouts against local fa-
vourite Namuun Monkhor
and Uzbek Oysha Toirova
with 5-0 and 4-1 margins
respectively. 

Two-time World cham-

pion Nikhat (51kg) su�ered
a 0-5 defeat against Olym-
pic champion Wu Yu,
while Ankushita Boro
(65kg) bowed out 0-3 to
Olympics bronze medallist
Nien-Chin Chen.

Olympic medallist Lovli-
na (75kg) and Pooja Rani
(80kg), beginning from the
last-four stage, lost to Uz-
bekistan’s Aziza Zokirova
and Kazakhstan’s Nadezh-
da Ryabets with 0-5 and 1-3
margins respectively.

The results: 

Semifinals: Women: 51kg: Yu
Wu (Chn) bt Nikhat Zareen 5-0.
54kg: Preeti Pawar bt Im Aeji
(Kor) 5-0.
60kg: Priya bt Namuun Monkhor
(Mgl) 5-0.
65kg: Nien-Chin Chen (Tpe) bt
Ankushita Boro 3-0.
70kg: Arundhati Choudhary bt
Oysha Toirova (Uzb) 4-1.
75kg: Aziza Zokirova (Uzb) bt
Lovlina Borgohain 5-0. 
80kg: Nadezhda Ryabets (Kaz) bt
Pooja Rani 3-1.

Preeti, Arundhati and
Priya make the �nals

BOXING

Sports Bureau

Double Olympic medallist
Blanka Vlasic will feature
as the international event
ambassador for the Tata
Consultancy Services
World 10K Bengaluru
2026, it was announced on
Monday.

High jumper Vlasic won
silver at Beijing 2008 and
followed it up with a
bronze at Rio 2016. She al-
so claimed two gold me-
dals at the World Cham-
pionships (2007 and
2009).

Her personal best of
2.08m, achieved in 2009,
is the third-highest clea-
rance in women’s high
jump history.

“Being associated with
an event that brings thou-
sands of people together

through running is truly in-
spiring and energising.
Running is a sport that
keeps us physically active
and mentally strong, and it
continues to play a vital
role in shaping the athlet-
ics community,” said Vlas-
ic.

Vlasic is international
ambassador for 
TCS World 10K 
Sports Bureau
BENGALURU

Vlasic.

Vincent Kompany’s Bayern
Munich visits Real Madrid
on Tuesday in the Cham-
pions League quarter�nals
high on con�dence and
looking like Europe’s most
complete side, bolstered
by the likely return of su-
perstar striker Harry Kane.

Despite Madrid’s pres-
tige and troupe of attack-
ing stars, Bayern is argua-
bly the favourite to lift the
trophy.

In Tuesday’s other quar-
ter�nal, a hurting Arsenal
will take on Sporting CP.

Mikel Arteta has urged
the shell-shocked Gunners
to embrace a test of their
character as they seek to
recover from a pair of de-
feats. Arteta’s side su�ered

a shock 1-2 loss at South-
ampton in the FA Cup
quarters, a fortnight after
losing 0-2 to Man City in
the League Cup �nal.

‘Favourite’ Bayern
arrives in Madrid 

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Agence France-Presse
MADRID

Real Madrid’s Mbappe. AFP

�

Quarterfinal first-leg 

Real Madrid vs. Bayern Munich;
Sporting CP vs. Arsenal (both at
12.30 a.m., Wednesday).
Barcelona vs. Atletico Madrid;
Paris Saint-Germain vs. Liverpool
(both at 12.30 a.m., Thursday).

Lalit provided India a �ne start by entering the
Greco-Roman 55kg �nal on the opening day of
the Asian wrestling championships in Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan, on Monday. The 23-year-old Lalit got
past Japan’s Mizuki Araki 9-8 in the quarter�nals
and upset China’s Worlds bronze medallist
Huoying Shi 11-3 to set up a summit clash with
Uzbekistan’s Ikhtiyor Botirov. Aman (77kg) and
Sunil Kumar (87kg) remained in podium
contention by making it to the bronze-medal
matches in their respective weight classes.

Lalit enters Greco-Roman
�nal in Asian wrestling

The International Cricket Council on Monday
announced the men’s Player-of-the-Month
nominees for March 2026. Two Indian heroes
from the T20 World Cup triumph, Sanju Samson
and Jasprit Bumrah, along with South Africa’s
Connor Esterhuizen are in the running for the
monthly honour. 

Samson, Bumrah in the fray
for ICC men’s PoTM award
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M
oments after ‘man mountain’
Tim David blasted the ball
over long-o� during the
lop-sided Royal Challengers

Bengaluru-Chennai Super Kings contest in
Bengaluru, the description on the digital
board read: ‘Next station: MG Road.’

Even the ball knew or was made aware
of where it was heading, but CSK, given
the sorry state of a�airs it is in, continued
a destination-less travel on the night. 

It was, however, not the case with the
early pacesetters — RCB, Rajasthan
Royals, Delhi Capitals and Punjab Kings —
who came away unscathed from the �rst
week of riveting action. Some teams are
�nding their feet while a few others are
under mounting pressure to open their
respective accounts in the 19th edition,
whose ‘PowerPlay’ has delivered plenty of
talking points. 

Super Kings anything but that
CSK is once again looking like a pale
shadow of the team that ruled the league
with �ve titles. Skipper Ruturaj Gaikwad
appears clueless, the bowling unit is
listless, and the problems are endless
after three consecutive defeats. 

The most concerning part is the
manner in which the Super Kings have
folded, without an iota of �ght in each of
the losses. What is the current team’s
identity and where has the so-called ‘CSK
spirit’ gone? These are questions lingering
in the minds of the franchise’s faithfuls,
including those who donned the yellow
jersey with pride. 

After Ruturaj’s men surrendered
meekly to PBKS in Chennai, R. Ashwin, a
two-time IPL title-winner with CSK,
struggled to hold back his emotions. “The
Super Kings have been found wanting. It
is di�cult to watch from outside. Do you
know what kind of team CSK once was?”
Ashwin expressed pain while speaking on
his YouTube channel. 

“I watched the match straight from the
commentary box. There were drooping
shoulders by the 12th over (in Kings’
210-run chase that ended with eight balls
to spare). I felt disappointed watching
that. There are a lot of inexperienced
players; you could tell that from the
atmosphere and body language. I felt very
sad,” said the former India o�-spinner. 

The injuries to the talismanic M.S.
Dhoni, Dewald Brevis and Nathan Ellis
have compounded the issues, but the
think-tank cannot escape criticism for its
below-par work. 

Indian stars out
CSK was not the only franchise that felt
the absence of an Indian star in the
opening week. Mumbai Indians captain
Hardik Pandya and Gujarat Titans skipper
Shubman Gill joined the absentees list
with sickness and spasm respectively.

Both were sorely missed – while MI
went down to DC in Delhi for its �rst
defeat of the season, GT was pipped by
RR in a high-scoring thriller in
Ahmedabad and remained winless. The
sooner Hardik and Gill return to where
they belong, the better it is for their
respective teams. 

The signs are positive for the Mumbai
out�t as Hardik was cleared for selection
for the away encounter against Royals in
Guwahati on Tuesday (April 7). 

Old is gold
At a time when a lot of ink is being spilt
on �tness, old warhorses Rohit Sharma
(MI, 38 years old), Virat Kohli (RCB, 37),
Mohammed Shami (Lucknow Super
Kings, 35) and Yuzvendra Chahal (PBKS,
35) have shown that they still have it in
them to conquer the league.

Kohli got into the groove in the home
victory over Sunrisers Hyderabad and
Rohit treated the Wankhede crowd with a
‘Hitman’ special in the scalp of Kolkata
Knight Riders. Kohli believed that
spending enough time away from the
sport had done him a world of good. 

“With the kind of scheduling we have
had over the last 15 years, there was a risk
of being burnt rather than being
undercooked (he plays only one format in
international cricket). So, the breaks help
me mentally; I stay fresh and excited.
When I come back to play, I am able to
give my 120%. As long as I am physically
�t and mentally excited, things will come
together nicely. I want to keep performing
and putting in the work for the team,”
Kohli said. 

Shami and Chahal, currently not part
of the national set-up, have made the ball
do the talking. The veteran pacer sent out
a strong message to his former employer
when he delivered a devastating spell of
4-0-9-2 in the triumph over SRH in
Hyderabad. 

As for Chahal, the wily leg-spinner
remarkably did not concede a four or a
six during his three-over e�ort in the
boundary-laden CSK-PBKS clash. This was
after the tweaker led a splendid bowling
performance in the defeat of Titans in
New Chandigarh. 

Kings batter Shashank Singh expressed
his admiration for Chahal’s cricketing
smarts. “Yuzi is a very smart guy. When
you talk to him about the pitch, he tells
you how exactly it behaves. We obviously
trust him because he is very smart. When
he is bowling, he uses those angles and
stu�,” Shashank said of the experienced
campaigner. 

Despite good bowling acts, the runs
keep �owing in a tournament that heavily
favours the willow-wielders. The batters,
in general, are in eleventh heaven – 11
matches into the 19th edition, the
200-run mark has already been breached
11 times.

The 200-run barrier
On �ve occasions – twice in Bengaluru
and once each in Mumbai, Chennai and
Ahmedabad – both teams involved in a
match got past the 200-run barrier. 

PBKS head coach Ricky Ponting was of
the opinion that IPL enthusiasts greatly
enjoyed watching run-scoring sprees.
“Hopefully we get good pitches across the
country. I think that is what the fans want
to see; they want to see a lot of runs being
scored. To me, that is one of the reasons
why the Impact Player rule was brought
in. It has probably made batting easier
than ever for some of the boys,” Ponting
said ahead of PBKS’ season-opener. 

Ba�ing calls
Poor squad construction and ba�ing calls
made while deciding the make-up of the
match-day XII have forced some teams to
be one-dimensional.

For instance, when SRH’s bowling pack
was crying for a match-winner, the
franchise decided to bolster its
already-stacked batting department with
the ₹13 crore capture of Liam Livingstone.
With regular skipper and pace spearhead
Pat Cummins unavailable until at least the
middle of this month, Sunrisers are
enduring a tough time with the ball. 

It must also be mentioned that there
seems to be competition among a few
sides to �nd out which team is making the
worst decisions!

While Super Kings replaced an injured
player with another injured player –

Spencer Johnson has come in for Ellis but
will be match-�t only towards the end of
April – LSG ended up playing Capitals
without its lead spinner, Digvesh Rathi.
Then there is KKR, which is struggling to
�nd the right balance after being
informed that Cameron Green is not
allowed to bowl now. 

The sides at the top end of the points
table have hugely bene�tted from the
dazzling displays of some of their young
batting guns.

Impact Player
DC’s Sameer Rizvi has lived up to the tag
of ‘Impact Player’ so far, bagging
back-to-back Player-of-the-Match awards
after being substituted in. The 22-year-old
bailed Capitals out of trouble against
Super Giants with a measured knock in
Lucknow, before steering his team to a
businesslike victory over MI on its own

patch. “I worked on all my weaknesses. I
used to have problems facing fast
bowlers, so I worked on that aspect
throughout the year. The hard work is
paying o� now, and I am batting well. It is
true that when a batter is in his zone, he
sees the ball di�erently compared to
others. But I try to play according to the
situation,” said Rizvi. Following the
departure of Sanju Samson, who had
been the face of the franchise, the trio of
Vaibhav Suryavanshi, Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Dhruv Jurel has stepped up for RR. So has
Devdutt Padikkal for Royal Challengers
with successive half-centuries. 

For PBKS, Priyansh Arya and Cooper
Connolly have produced a match-winning
knock each, much to the delight of
skipper Shreyas Iyer and Ponting. 

As we enter the ‘middle overs’ of IPL
2026’s ‘�rst innings’, there is a lot of
excitement in store. 

Misses and hits: Chennai Super Kings was all at sea in its first few matches while Lucknow Super

Giants’ Mohammed Shami, Delhi Capitals’ Sameer Rizvi, Punjab Kings’ Cooper Connolly and

Mumbai Indians’ Rohit Sharma produced match-winning performances for their franchises. 

K. MURALI KUMAR, R.V. MOORTHY, EMMANUAL YOGINI & SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

THE GIST

�

CSK was not the only franchise
that felt the absence of an
Indian star in the opening
week. Mumbai Indians captain
Hardik Pandya and Gujarat
Titans skipper Shubman Gill
joined the absentees list with
sickness and spasm
respectively

�

Old warhorses Rohit Sharma
(MI, 38 years old), Virat Kohli
(RCB, 37), Mohammed Shami
(Lucknow Super Kings, 35) and
Yuzvendra Chahal (PBKS, 35)
have shown that they still have
it in them to conquer the
league

�

The sides at the top end of the
points table have hugely
benefitted from the dazzling
displays of some of their young
batting guns

S. Shrivathsan

Who is blowing hot, 
who is blowing cold... 
the early trends
Old warhorses, dazzling young talent, unscathed and mis�ring teams — the IPL saw it all in 10 days of action; 

how the struggling sides crack the right combination will determine their fortunes in the ‘middle overs’
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M
any people have reported
moments when the sense of
being a distinct self ‘loosens’.
Among astronauts, it is called

the overview e�ect while deep-sea
explorers report a similar shift sometimes
called the underview e�ect. Both involve
sudden changes in perspective in which
the usual boundary of ‘me’ brie�y
softens, as if the vastness they encounter
is mirrored inwardly and the distance
between self and world is momentarily
absent.

This dissolution often translates into
shared experiences of oneness and
interconnectedness with the outside
world.

The 19th century Indian teacher
Ramana Maharshi treated this instability
not as an anomaly but as something to
examine directly. Continuing a long
philosophical tradition, he invited people
to look for the ‘I’ in their own experiences
— in the body, sensations, and thoughts —
and notice that none of them fully
captures the true nature of the self.

Such inquiry explores experience from
the inside, a subjective, �rst-person view.
Modern science, by contrast, examines
the brain processes that accompany
experience from the outside, making
these inner shifts harder to access
directly.

Only recently, however, has a new
experimental tool o�ered a way to
observe what happens in the brain as the
sense of self begins to shift. Psychedelics
can temporarily ‘loosen’ the brain
patterns that support the feeling of a ‘me’,
allowing researchers to watch that system
reorganise itself in real time.

The brain in action
To study what happens when the sense of
self weakens, an international team of
researchers turned to a fast-acting
psychedelic compound called
N,N-Dimethyltryptamine (DMT) in a
laboratory study with 27 volunteers. DMT
produces a brief and intense shift in
awareness that often includes a loss of the
usual feeling of being a separate ‘me’. 

In the experiment, published in The
Journal of Neuroscience on January 14,
volunteers received DMT while
researchers recorded their brain activity
using electroencephalography (EEG) to
track rhythmic electrical patterns across
the scalp.

In normal conditions, one of the
brain’s dominant rhythms is the alpha
wave — a slow oscillation linked to inward
focus. This rhythm helps regulate
internally focused processing.
Importantly, this rhythm is not the self
itself but one neural signature associated
with how the brain maintains a coherent
sense of self over time.

During the DMT experience, that
pattern began to loosen. Alpha rhythms
weakened and lost coordination. Overall
brain activity also shifted away from its
usual organisation. And the more this
rhythm weakened, the more strongly
participants reported losing their
ordinary sense of self.

The �ndings suggest that speci�c brain
processes are involved in maintaining
aspects of the felt sense of self. When
neural patterns associated with
maintaining a stable sense of ‘me’ loosen,
the organisation of that experience can
temporarily shift.

Neuroscientists describe the waking
brain as operating in a delicate balance
between structure and �exibility. This
regime is sometimes called criticality. In
this state, brain networks are organised
enough to remain coherent while still
adapting to new information. Under the
in�uence of DMT, that balance shifted
towards a quieter, less coordinated mode.
As the organising rhythm weakened, the
brain activity associated with maintaining
a coherent self-model also shifted.

But what shifts in these experiments is
not something transcendental, like in the
philosophical traditions of India and
China. Dan Zahavi, professor of
philosophy at the University of
Copenhagen, cautioned that the self is not
a single thing that can simply vanish. “It
involves multiple layers,” he explained,
including bodily awareness, lived
experience, and personal narrative, “and
altering how those layers are organised is
not the same as erasing identity”.
Neuroscience, in this view, is observing
temporary changes in how the self is
structured rather than its elimination.

At a more practical level, Je�
Greenberg, professor of psychology at the
University of Arizona noted that a stable
sense of self plays an important role in
everyday functioning, including

supporting emotional regulation,
planning, and continuity. Brief
disruptions can be informative, he added,
but they should not be mistaken for a
lasting loss of identity.

Self, mortality, emotional acceptance
If a brief disruption of the brain’s
self-model can reveal how fragile the
feeling of ‘me’ really is, the question
naturally arises whether that insight
changes how we face impermanence or
the transient nature of the world.

Psychologists have long shown that
reminders of death can in�uence the way
we behave, in part because the sense of
self is a continuous, bounded self and acts
as a psychological anchor, keeping change
and mortality at a distance.

In a study published recently in
Psychopharmacology, researchers asked
whether repeated ego-softening might
reshape how people relate to death by
comparing 54 long-term ayahuasca users,
each with at least nine lifetime uses and
averaging around �fty uses, to 53 people
who had never taken psychedelics.
Participants completed psychological
measures assessing death anxiety,
avoidance, and emotional attitudes
towards impermanence.

The ayahuasca group reported less fear
and anxiety about death, were less likely
to avoid thinking about it, and were more
comfortable with the idea of
impermanence. The researchers found
that this pattern was best explained by
what they called “acceptance of
impermanence”, an emotional ability to
stay open to change — rather than
religion, personality or general
mindfulness.

Yair Dor-Ziderman, research director at
the University of Haifa, Israel, and lead
author of the study, said this was striking
because popular narratives often assume
psychedelic experiences reduce fear of
death by changing one’s beliefs.

Instead, he explained, the data pointed
to a di�erent mechanism: not adopting a
comforting metaphysical story but
developing “a more �exible emotional
relationship to uncertainty, dissolution,
and loss”. The emotional acceptance of
change rather than belief or personality
best explained the di�erence between the
groups.

To clarify what that kind of acceptance
entailed, M. Samir Hossein, a psychiatrist
and thanatologist, noted that fearing
death less was not the same as accepting
impermanence. Fear, he explained, could
diminish in defensive ways like distraction
or reinterpretation whereas acceptance
re�ected a deeper shift in how a person
related to loss and change in everyday life.

“Fear can quiet down without

disappearing but acceptance reorganises
how we live with impermanence.”

Prof. Greenberg cautioned that studies
of this kind are correlational and rely
heavily on self-report measures, making it
di�cult to determine whether
psychedelics themselves produce lasting
changes in how people relate to death.
Larger, more controlled research will be
needed to clarify if there is a causal link.

“But if someone who is in need thinks
one of these approaches might help, I
would not discourage them from trying,”
he said.

Meditation and the brain’s defences
The ayahuasca �ndings point towards a
broader possibility: that such shifts may
not be unique to psychedelics but re�ect
a more general capacity of the brain to
relax its defensive stance, in general and
toward death.

In one February 2025 study involving
magnetoencephalography — a
brain-imaging method similar to EEG that
tracks small magnetic signals produced by
neural activity — Dr. Dor-Ziderman and
another team of researchers compared
how meditators and meditation-naïve
participants responded to death-related
words.

The participants repeatedly saw words
paired with images of their own face or a
stranger’s, while the brain’s rapid
‘surprise’ signal — a built-in response that
appears when something unexpected
happens — was measured in real time.

In most people, reminders of mortality
triggered an automatic defensive pattern. 

When death-related words were paired
with self-images, the ‘surprise’ signal
weakened, suggesting the brain was
dampening the association before the
conscious gains awareness, e�ectively
�ltering out the implication that “death
applies to me”.

Experienced meditators showed a
di�erent response. Their brains registered
the same death-related cues without that
suppression. Rather than re�exively
�ltering the signal, neural activity
indicated the information was processed
more directly, pointing to a reduced
automatic defence linking death and self.

Dr. Dor-Ziderman interpreted this shift
as re�ecting a change in how the

embodied self is represented. Ordinarily,
he explained, the brain models the self as
a stable object that must be protected,
especially when confronted with
mortality. Meditation repeatedly exposes
practitioners to experience as an
unfolding process: sensations arise and
pass, agency �uctuates, and the sense of
being a �xed ‘someone’ loosens. 

In this context, death is processed less
as a catastrophic contradiction and more
as another expression of change, allowing
the brain to encounter existential cues
without automatically reinforcing
defensive boundaries.

A common pattern
None of these results implies that ego
dissolution is inherently bene�cial or that
altering the sense of self is a universal
remedy for existential distress. Dr.
Dor-Ziderman cautioned that not all
disruptions of self-experience operate at
the same level. 

Acute psychedelic states may reshape
concepts and emotions whereas deeply
rooted perceptual defenses — including
those tied to mortality — likely require
sustained training and repeated evidence
for the brain to revise them. The studies
also rely on di�erent methods,
populations, and interpretations, so they
can’t establish straightforward
cause-e�ect claims.

What the �ndings do point to,
however, is a clearer view of how the
brain might construct its sense of self.
Moments when that sense loosens —
whether in orbit, in meditation or under
carefully studied conditions — reveal what
feels like a �xed boundary is actively
maintained and can shift. The emerging
evidence points less to transcendence
than to �exibility: a reminder that the
experience of self is dynamic, not �xed.

In that light, as Dr. Dor-Ziderman put
it, acceptance of impermanence is less
about adopting a belief than “developing
an emotional stance toward change”, the
capacity to remain open to endings
without re�exively turning away. The idea
echoes a long-standing contemplative
insight — known in Buddhist thought as
‘anicca’, for instance — a doctrine
asserting that all conditioned existence,
physical and mental, is in a constant state
of �ux, arising and passing away.

Modern neuroscience doesn’t quite
resolve the mystery of the self — yet. But it
does suggest that learning, whether
through experience or training, to hold
that ‘me’ a little more lightly may change
how the mind responds to temporariness.

(Anirban Mukhopadhyay is a geneticist
by training and science communicator
from New Delhi.
anirban.genetics@south.du.ac.in)

Psychedelics are revealing how
the brain builds the sense of self
Psychedelics can temporarily ‘loosen’ the brain patterns that support the feeling of a ‘me’, allowing researchers to watch that system reorganise itself

in real time; the emerging evidence points less to transcendence than to �exibility: a reminder that the experience of self is dynamic, not �xed

A head x-ray taken by a computer-assisted tomographic scanner. USNCI 

Anirban Mukhopadhyay

The �ndings suggest that speci�c
brain processes are involved in
maintaining aspects of the felt
sense of self and when neural
patterns associated with
maintaining a stable sense of ‘me’
loosen, the organisation of that
experience can temporarily shift

A
seven-year-long project in the U.S.
that analysed 3,900 claims from
research papers in social sciences

has revealed that results from about half
the papers examined for reproducibility
were precisely reproducible as they
yielded the same result when the same
analytical method was applied to the
same data.

The �ndings help provide a picture of
scienti�c credibility in the social and
behavioural sciences.

A random selection of 600 papers
published between 2009 and 2018 in 62
journals and spanning across social and
behavioural sciences was analysed for
reproducibility, researchers, including
those from the U.S.-based Center for
Open Science Charlottesville, said.

The scienti�c issue of ‘reproducibility
crisis’ points to how about 60-70% of
scientists cannot reproduce results from
their own or others’ experiments
described in journal-published and
peer-reviewed studies, especially those in
economics, political science, cognitive
science and psychology, among other
�elds.

“We assessed 143 out of the 182
available datasets and found that 76.6
papers (53.6 %) papers were rated as
precisely reproducible and 105.0 (73.5%)
were rated as at least approximately
reproducible,” the authors wrote.

Irreproducible outcomes can occur
due to coding mistakes, transcription
errors or a faulty record-keeping, many of
which are unintentional and all of which
are unwelcome, they said in one of a
series of papers that published �ndings
from the US’ SCORE programme in the
journal Nature.

The ‘Systematizing Con�dence in Open
Research and Evidence (SCORE)’ project
is run by the Center for Open Science.

More than 850 researchers contributed
towards evaluating 3,900 claims from
social and behavioural sciences papers
published between 2009 and 2018, with
�ndings summarised across nine papers,
according to the Center for Open Science
website. Results from SCORE provide
important insights into the “current state
of scienti�c credibility in the social and
behavioural sciences”, it says.

Another study examined 100 papers
for ‘analytical robustness’, the same
dataset can be analysed in di�erent
justi�able ways to answer the same
research question, potentially challenging
the robustness of empirical science,
researchers said.

For one claim per study, at least �ve
experts independently re-analysed the
original data, they said. 34% of the
independent reanalyses yielded the same
result as was originally reported,
indicating that the common single-path
analyses in social and behavioural
research should not be assumed to be
robust to alternative analysis, the authors
said. They recommended using practices
that explore “this neglected source of
uncertainty”.

A third study replicated 274 claims,
redoing an experiment to collect fresh
data, from 164 papers across 54 journals. 

Replication helps discover regularities
in nature — a central aim of science, they
said. They found that for 55% of the
claims and 49% of the papers,
replications showed a statistically
signi�cant result in the original pattern.

The authors “observed that challenges
for replicability extend across
social-behavioural sciences, illustrating
the importance of identifying conditions
that promote or inhibit replicability.”

Questions arise
on replicability
of social science
research 

Challenges for reproducibility extend across

social and behavioural sciences. UNSPLASH 

The analysis of 3,900 claims from
research papers in social sciences
has revealed that results from
about half the papers 
examined for reproducibility
were precisely reproducible 

Press Trust of India
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Number of new 5G
sites deployed by
Airtel in eastern U.P.

4,300
Bharti Airtel

on Monday

said it has

deployed more than 4,300 new 5G sites

across eastern Uttar Pradesh in the last 12

months. The large-scale network

expansion was undertaken across 48

districts of the U.P. East circle, covering 34

million people across urban centres,

growth towns and remote rural villages. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Percentage increase 
in Sri Lanka’s cooking
gas prices

23
in per cent. Sri Lanka on

Monday raised the prices of

liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)

by nearly a quarter, blaming higher global

prices triggered by the Iran war. Colombo

has warned that a prolonged war could

undermine efforts to emerge from its

economic meltdown of 2022. The increase

in cooking gas prices on Monday is on top

of an eight per cent hike last month. AFP

Number of armed
o�cers to be deployed
for West Bengal polls

3,000
To ensure

peaceful

polling in

West Bengal, the EC has decided to deploy

3,000 armed police personnel from other

States, mostly from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar

and Madhya Pradesh, supplementing the

presence of central forces, for the first

phase of elections slated for April 23, a

senior official said on Monday. PTI

Orders facilitated by
Govt. e-Marketplace 
in 2025-26

5.03
in ₹ lakh crore. Public

procurement platform

Government

e-Marketplace (GeM) facilitated

transactions worth ₹5.03 lakh crore in

2025-26, down 7.4 per cent from the

previous fiscal, a senior official said on

Monday. GeM CEO Mihir Kumar said the

decline can be attributed to a reduced

contribution from the coal ministry. PTI

Annual wind capacity
addition achieved by
India during FY26

6.05
GW According to a

ministry statement,

India achieved its

highest-ever annual wind capacity addition

of 6.05 GW during FY26, crossing the

landmark of 5.5 GW capacity addition in FY

2016-17. With this addition, India's

cumulative installed wind power capacity

has crossed 56 GW, the ministry said. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far:

O
n April 1, 2026, Union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan
launched a new CBSE

curriculum on Computational Thinking
and Arti�cial Intelligence for students
from Classes 3 to 8.

How does the curriculum build AI
knowledge among children?
For Classes 3 to 5, there is no AI content.
The focus is entirely on Computational
Thinking (CT): pattern recognition,
decomposition, abstract thinking, and
algorithmic reasoning. These skills are not
taught as a separate subject. They are
embedded into subjects such as
Mathematics and The World Around Us
(TWAU), through worksheets and
activity-based resource books. Fifty hours
are allocated annually.

AI enters in Class 6. Students are
introduced to foundational AI literacy
alongside advanced CT skills. By Class 8,
the curriculum covers the AI project
lifecycle, data fairness, and real-world
applications. One hundred hours are
allocated annually for Classes 6 to 8.
Throughout, the curriculum avoids
dependence on any speci�c platform or
device. Unplugged learning is built-in for
schools with limited infrastructure. 

How does the curriculum intend to
achieve its goal?
The initiative is designed to develop
foundational computational thinking
skills: logical reasoning, problem-solving,
and pattern recognition. It will familiarise
students with the role of arti�cial
intelligence in everyday life, starting from
the 2026-27 academic session.

The curriculum document states that
learning standards for CT are integrated
into Mathematics, Science, Language, and
Social Sciences in the lower classes. CT is

not a standalone subject sitting beside
language. It is designed to be delivered
through language. The resource book for
Classes 3 to 5 consists of additional
questions and activities embedded into
existing textbook chapters. Every puzzle,
pattern exercise, and decomposition task
is mediated through text that a child must
read, interpret, and respond to in writing. 

The learning outcomes for Classes 3 to
5 include: solving puzzles and daily-life
problems through visual representations,
interpreting texts, and analysing given
information. The assessments for this
stage include written tests involving CT
questions and puzzles, group activities,
and teacher observation journals. 

Are our students prepared for it?
Meaningful learning is based on LSRW —
Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing.
These are not soft skills. They are the
cognitive infrastructure through which a
student processes information, builds
understanding, and communicates

thought. Every subject sits on top of this
foundation. So does Computational
Thinking and AI.

The CT curriculum for Classes 3 to 5 is,
at its core, a literacy instrument. A child
who cannot read at grade level will not
experience it as a thinking exercise. They
may experience it as a reading barrier. 

The Annual Status of Education Report
2024 (ASER), published by Pratham,
surveys children across rural India. More
than half of Class 5 children in
government schools cannot read a Class
2-level text. The ASER reading task has
remained unchanged since 2006: can a
child read a simple story written for a
seven-year-old? After �ve years of
schooling, more than half of Class 5
children cannot clear that bar. 

It can be argued that the domain of
CBSE is largely urban, and private school
students will not have too many
problems. But the PARAKH Rashtriya
Sarvekshan 2024, the Ministry of
Education’s own national assessment goes

against that. The survey covered nearly 23
lakh students across approximately
88,000 schools, including government,
aided, and private schools. At Grade 3
level, urban and suburban students in
private schools fared poorly compared to
their rural counterparts. Students in State
government schools scored higher in both
Language and Mathematics. The students
walking into CBSE classrooms this
academic year are not exempt from this
crisis. They are in the middle of it. 

What are the challenges?
The CT curriculum’s aims state that it
seeks to develop cognitive capacities:
logical thinking, critical thinking, and
analytical reasoning. These depend on
comprehension as a prerequisite.
Abstract reasoning cannot be developed
in a child who cannot understand the text
presenting the reasoning task.

At Class 6, for instance, CT assessments
move to project presentations, re�ective
journals, and written assignments.
Teachers are expected to create rubrics to
evaluate student performance. This is
where AI concepts are also introduced for
the �rst time. A child who spent Classes 3
to 5 struggling to read the CT resource
book will arrive at Class 6 without the
computational thinking foundations those
years were supposed to build. The
pipeline breaks quietly, and it breaks
early. We will discover the failure at Class
6, the same way we discovered the
reading failure through ASER: through
data. 

The curriculum document also notes
that from Class 6 onwards, evaluations
will focus on project presentations and
assigned tasks. Each of these requires a
level of written and oral articulation that
is built on years of strong LSRW practice.
Without that practice, the assessments
become a test of literacy de�cits rather
than computational thinking ability. 
(Aasif Iqbal J. is an author, educator, and
former COO of iamneo Edutech Private
Limited. He has served for 15 years in the
technology and education sector. Views
expressed are personal.)

Are students ready for CBSE’s AI push?
The CBSE curriculum on Computational Thinking and AI aims to build foundational computational skills. However, concerns remain over the extent of students’

grade-appropriate cognitive abilities, which are prerequisites for all subjects. A child who cannot read at grade level is likely to face challenges with AI learning too

Classroom goals: The learning outcomes for Classes 3 to 5 include: solving puzzles and daily-life

problems through visual representations and analysing given information. GETTY IMAGES
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On April 1, Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
launched a new CBSE
curriculum on Computational
Thinking and AI for students
from Classes 3 to 8.

�

For Classes 3 to 5, the skills are
embedded into existing
subjects. From Class 6
onwards, students are
introduced to foundational AI
and advanced CT skills. By
Class 8, the curriculum covers
the AI project lifecycle, data
fairness, and real-world
applications.

Aasif Iqbal J.

T
he experience an Internet user
has in India is closely tied to
the Internet Service Provider
(ISP) they choose. Perceived

di�erences are not limited only to pricing
and quality of service, but also to how
much of the Internet a user can access,
which changes from one ISP to another.
This is because ISPs in India — much like
everywhere else — block websites in
response to government and court orders.
However, implementation is not uniform
across ISPs, and blocklists vary widely.

Sections 69A and 79 of the Information
Technology Act, 2000, empower the
government to issue blocking orders to
ISPs and intermediaries. The licensing
agreement for ISPs explicitly requires that
they “block Internet sites […] as identi�ed
and directed by the Licensor.” ISPs are
con�dentially bound to the blocking

orders they receive and implement.

Protocols and implementation
The Internet is made up of protocols like
the Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP),
Transport Layer Security (TLS), and
Domain Name System (DNS) among
others. When an ISP receives a blocking
order, it is free to implement it through
any or all of these protocols. DNS is the
�rst layer a user interacts with when
trying to access a website and is
responsible for translating names like
example.com to addresses that browsers
can understand. When an ISP wants to
block a domain at the DNS layer, it
con�gures its servers to return a false
answer. This technique is called DNS
poisoning. A user’s request for
example.com doesn’t end up at the actual
address for the website, but to whatever
address the ISP has pointed it to instead.

Most Indian ISPs rely primarily on DNS

blocking as it is cheap to implement and
requires no deep packet inspection.

What the data shows
To understand the scale of website
blocking in India, I queried the DNS
servers of six major and regional ISPs to
test the censorship of 294 million
domains. These tests were carried out
over many months in 2025. The study
quanti�es what previous qualitative
research on Internet censorship in India
has shown. Despite receiving the same
blocking orders, not all ISPs block the
same websites.

Out of the total 43,083 blocked domain
names found by the study, only 1,414 were
blocked by all six ISPs. This is caveated by
the fact that some of the ISPs surveyed
may be using other protocols to block
these domains, which the study does not
cover. What is clear however is that at
least on the DNS layer, domains are

treated inconsistently based on the
category of content they host. Piracy,
peer-to-peer �le sharing, pornography
and gambling websites make up the
majority of what is blocked, yet blocks are
not consistently enforced across ISPs. For
domains hosting terrorism and militancy
content, blocking consistency across ISPs
goes up dramatically. Perfect consensus
can be seen in certain sensitive cases,
such as the blocking of China’s
Weibo.com or the website of
Srinagar-based publication The Kashmir
Walla, showing that some orders are
treated more seriously than others. Along
with this, almost all ISPs appear to engage
in arbitrary blocking in some form.

While highlighting only some notable
blocks, the study shows the haphazard
way in which both regional and national
ISPs are currently implementing blocking
orders. In the absence of a standardised
framework or guidelines, ISPs are left to
their own devices, resulting in an
inconsistent blocking landscape. 

Inconsistency is not the only problem
however. The regime is needlessly
opaque. An ideal system would see
disclosure of blocked domains from the
source, with exceptions only for sensitive
matters such as those concerning national
security and websites hosting child sexual
abuse material. 
(Karan Saini is an independent security
researcher from New Delhi.)

Understanding India’s
internet censorship regime
An internet user’s experience in India depends on the ISP, which determines their access to content

Karan Saini

THE GIST
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ISPs in India block websites in
response to government and
court orders. However,
implementation is not uniform
across ISPs, and blocklists vary
widely.

�

For domains hosting terrorism
and militancy content,
blocking is more consistent
across ISPs, with near
consensus in certain sensitive
cases. At the same time, almost
all ISPs appear to engage in
some form of arbitrary
blocking.
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QUESTION 1

What was campaign for the World Health day in 2025?
X

QUESTION 2

What is the summit being held in Lyon from April 5 to 7,
2026?
X

QUESTION 3

What is the theme of the Global Forum of WHO
Collaborating Centres, which is to be held from April 7 to 9,
2026?
X

QUESTION 4

What is the theme for this year's World Health Day?
X

QUESTION 5

In collaboration with which institute did the WHO Western
Pacific Regional O�ice (WPRO) develop and publish the
regional guidance document Responding to outbreaks of

antimicrobial-resistant pathogens in healthcare facilities:

guidance for the Western Pacific Region?

Questions and answers to the

previous day’s daily quiz: 1. In
1953, the U.S. CIA and the U.K.'s
MI6 backed Iranian monarchists
against Prime Minister
Mohammad Mosaddegh.
Mosaddegh was eventually
removed and the Shah Reza
Pahlavi was reinstated. Name the
operation. Ans: Ajax

2. Salvador Allende, a Marxist
who had been democratically
elected, died during a military
assault in Chile led by General X. 
X then assumed power in a
regime that became infamous for
its human rights abuses. Name X.
Ans: Augusto Pinochet

3. Military o�icers in the Armed
Forces Movement in Portugal
overthrew the authoritarian
Estado Novo regime in 1974, in a
peaceful coup. Name the coup,
which was named for a flower

that the soldiers placed in the
barrels of their guns. Ans:

Carnation

4. In 1991, hardline members of
the Communist Party, called the
‘____ of _____’ , led a coup
against Mikhail Gorbachev. Fill in
the blanks. Ans: Gang of Eight

5. General Min Aung Hlaing and
the military overthrew the
national leadership of Y in
Myanmar in 2021 and seized
power following a general
election they claimed was
fraudulent. Name Y. Ans: Aung

San Suu Kyi

Visual: This leader led a coup in
1952 that overthrew King Farouk
of Egypt and turned the country
into a republic. Ans: Gamal

Abdel Nasser

Early birds: K.N. Viswanathan |
Prem Nath Tiwari | L. Lalith
Reddy | Shahzada Kohinoor 

THE DAILY QUIZ

World Health Day is celebrated on April 7 every year. Test what you know about this day.

X

Visual question: Name this institute supporting WHO’s
work on obesity prevention, nutrition, and physical activity,
and since which year. WIKIPEDIA

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Kesavan N.

“Did you watch the test matches?”
“I watched only the ‘lowlights’.”
“The lowlights? Oh, you mean the

highlights. You’re right, though.
Considering the way our team played,
there were no highlights. Only lowlights.”

“Watching our lousy players in action
only resulted in my blood pressure going
up. I am planning on sending the doctor’s
bill to Tendulkar and Co.”

“That’s a good idea. I think for the sake
of all cricket fans in our country, the
Cricket Board should pull the plug on test
matches.”

“Pull the plug? What does it mean?”
“What would happen if you were to

unplug your TV set?”
“If I were to remove the plug from the

socket? The TV wouldn’t work, that’s all.”
“Exactly! When you pull the plug on

something, you prevent something from
happening or continuing. It’s an
expression used in informal contexts.”

“So when you pull the plug on
something you are putting an end to it.”

“That’s right!”
“Can I say many states have pulled the

plug on the mid-day meal scheme?”
“I guess you could. The Chief Minister

pulled the plug on the road widening
project.’

“The company had to pull the plug on
the deal because they realised their
partners didn’t have the necessary
capital.”

“If all that they wanted was money
they should have gone to our cricket
players. They have been making a lot of
money for doing nothing lately.”

“Please, don't mention cricket.”
“Sorry. We seem to have gone into a

tailspin ever since ....”
“....tailspin? What are you talking

about?”
“This is an expression used by pilots.

When a pilot loses control of the plane
and it begins to fall with the back portion,
that is, its tail, spinning in a wider circle
than the front...”

“....I suppose that is called a tailspin.
But what is the connection....”

“....when you say someone’s life has
gone into a tailspin, it means that the
individual’s life has fallen apart.”

“In other words, like the pilot, the
individual has lost control of his/her life.”

“I guess you could say that. After the
divorce, Govind’s life went into a tailspin.”

"When Satish was denied the
promotion, his life went into a tailspin.
Does that sound O.K?"

“Sounds good to me. Did you know
that Sunitha has....”

“....please, I don’t want to get
depressed listening to why someone’s life
has gone into a tailspin. Let’s talk about
something cheerful. How was the food at
the party last night?”

“For some reason the hostess got Rama
to help her with the cooking.”

“Oh, no!”
“Oh, yes. And as you know, asking

Rama to cook is the kiss of death for any
dinner party.”

“The kiss of death? Sounds interesting.
But what does it mean?”

“Sometimes, you do something and it
results in everything being ruined. You
don’t ruin it intentionally, but it happens.
This is the kiss of death. It is usually
de�ned as an action that causes
something to fail or be spoiled.”

“So, what you are saying is that Rama’s
cooking ruined the party?”

“Exactly! ”
Published in The Hindu on March 14,
2000
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

S. Upendran

T
he all-party support for
changing the name of Kerala to
Keralam and the Union
Government’s recent approval

of the proposal raises questions about the
historicity of the term Kerala. The
historical di�erence between the terms is
ambiguous at best. From a linguistic
perspective, both Kerala and Keralam
refer to a place/land. Hermann Gundert’s
Malayalam dictionary (1872) mentions
both Kerala and Keralam while de�ning
the term “keram” (coconut tree). One
common de�nition of both terms is also
“the land of coconut trees.” Gundert takes
a traditional view of Keralam as the land
that lies between Gokarnam and
Kanyakumari and mentions the legendary
text “Keralolpatti” (The Origin of Kerala).
The founding legend of Kerala is
associated with Sage Parasurama (an
incarnation of Visnu) who slew 21
generations of Kshatriyas and �ung the
blood-strained axe to the ocean, carving
out a strip of coastal land called Kerala or
Keralam (according to mythology). The
history of the origins of Kerala has
attracted historical scrutiny even as it is
hard to determine its historical veracity. It
is likely that at least some portions of the
text are of latter-day origins and a
response to the European ascendance on
the Malabar coast. The historicity of the
text is less important than how it has been
received and what place it occupies in the
historical, temporal, and spatial
imagination of the Malayalis. 

The entanglement of myth and legend
with history is not speci�c to Keralolpatti
or any such legendary texts. What is
important, however, are words and terms
that encapsulate Malayalis’ interaction
with history and legends of Kerala. Could
one say that the word “Keralam” has
more historicity and cultural essence than
the term “Kerala?” If yes, where do we
trace that historicity and essence from? Is
it going to be another set of texts or myths
or legends that some consider to be more

authentic and true representation of the
history and culture of the region?

The historical context
Despite the founding legends of Kerala, if
one looks at the modern history of the
region from the 18th century to the 1950s,
the region was a collection of native
states, with the dominant ones being the
states of Travancore and Cochin.
Travancore was not a linguistically
homogenous state; a considerable section
of its population in the southern districts
spoke Tamil who were also dominant in
the administrative and commercial
sectors of the state. The resurgent
Malayali nationalism of the 19th and 20th
century Travancore was rooted more in
language and culture than in territorial
identity. This linguistic sense of
Malayali-ness was in turn
instrumentalised to seek government
o�ces and keep the growing signi�cance
of Tamils in Travancore at bay. Tamil
Brahmins (sometimes called as Pattars)
were seen as inferior to Malayali
Brahmins (Namboodiris) and as
foreigners in the state.

Is it possible to trace the existence of a
territorial identity shaped by the
imaginations around Kerala or Keralam
among the inhabitants of the princely
states of Travancore or Cochin in the 18th
or early 19th century? If so, what
conceptions of state and sovereignty
could such an imagination engender in
the 19th century? Arguably, we know very
little about the potential of a Kerala state
from the 19th century history of these
states. However, when we come to the
�rst half of the 20th century, the rising
anti-Tamil and anti-British sentiments on
the one hand and the growing in�uence
of nationalism and communism on the
other enabled conditions for
cross-territorial a�nities in newfound
ways. Travancore, a pre-eminent princely
state with signi�cant strides in economic
and social spheres and led by a Tamil
Dewan, C. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar, had a
fraught relationship with the United

Kerala (Aikya Kerala) Movement. Part of
the reason for this was the volatile
constitutional debates at the all-India level
that left the future of the princely states
undecided. As late as June 1947, the legal
position of the states was sound, and it
was generally believed that they would be
able to retain independence in some
form. Travancore’s hallowed tradition of
independence from both domestic and
foreign powers (its Dewan claimed the
state was neither conquered by the
Mughals nor by the Europeans) was seen
as a guarantee for its future existence as
an independent country or a federal unit
as opposed to Cochin or the poor British
district of Malabar (part of Madras
Province). Many factions of Travancore
leaders, including the leaders of the
Revolutionary Democratic Party (a
communist party), at one time or the
other were open to the idea of an
independent Travancore. By the
mid-1940s, United Kerala Movement had
become a major political force in what is
now Kerala. Kerala Varma, the aging ruler
of Cochin, declared himself to be the
patron of the movement much to the
dismay of Travancore who imagined a
separate existence from Cochin.

An identity based on language
Did the distinction between Kerala and
Keralam matter to the leaders of the
United Kerala Movement? If one examines
the historical sources and nomenclature
of the time, we see a preponderance of
the term Kerala. The term Aikya Kerala
itself has Kerala (Aikya Keralam was also a
popular term) in it as did many
publications of the time. Part of the
reason why this distinction would have
mattered the least is because Kerala was
to be primarily an identity based on
language rather than territory. That is,
there was no pre-de�ned land of Kerala or
Keralam that lent legitimacy to the
demand for a united Kerala. Rather,
Kerala was to be constituted by the people
who spoke Malayalam on the western
coast of India. This conception of Kerala

did not fully align with the legend of
Kerala’s origin either, for southern tip of
India, Kanyakumari, which was seen as
part of Kerala in the founding myth, was
no longer seen as a viable unit of Kerala
by the 1950s due to the preponderance of
Tamil speakers in that region. Moreover, if
the distinction between the terms were of
such importance, it should have had an
impact in the naming of Kerala in 1956.

As Kerala or Keralam was not
conceived as a pre-de�ned land of
antiquity for the Malayalis in the 1940s
and 1950s and that the historical and
cultural distinction between the terms are
not at times clear, the recent proposal for
name change forces us to revisit the
history of language, culture, territory, and
state-formation in Kerala. Is Kerala an
Anglophone term as opposed to Keralam,
a properly Dravidian term? If so, how
does one explain the fact that founding
myths and legends of Kerala also uses the
word Kerala indiscriminately and
interchangeably with Keralam? Even if
scholars come out in aid of the cultural
and linguistic purity of the term Keralam,
how do we account for the historical and
conceptual repertoire of English language
in a highly literate State like Kerala? How
foreign is English language in a State
where it existed as a medium of
instruction and administrative language
for many decades even before
independence. 

The fact that founding myths and texts
lend equal legitimacy to Kerala (as seen in
Keralolpatti, or terms like Keraliyan and
Keralaputra, the latter used in Ashokan
edicts) one the one hand, and that the
political discourses and mobilisation that
led to the formation of the State (which
was indeed led by Malayalis) did not hinge
so much on this distinction makes it all
the more imperative for us to understand
how history and historical forgetting are
important in equal measure for claiming
new regional identity. 
(Sarath Pillai is an Assistant Professor of
Modern South Asian History at the
University of Calgary, Canada.)

From myths to language: examining the
renaming of Kerala 
The Union Government’s recent approval of the proposal to rename Kerala as Keralam prompts a re-examination of the term’s historicity, including

its founding legend, the context of the United Kerala Movement, and arguments for the linguistic purity of ‘Keralam’
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