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4BHK LUXURY RESIDENCES

301 Limited Edition Homes | 45,000 sq. ft. of Amenities
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XL Glass Balcony

[CONIC MONOTOWER {E NSL Nakshatra is an ultra—premlum tower remdency#m fhe prime

location of KPHB abutting 875 acres of lush green lung space,

ROAD NO.1 KPHB .- surrounded by well-matured social infrastructure.
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PRIME LOCATION 301 LIMITED 3 & 4 BHK HOMES 35,000 SFT 10,000 SFT HOME IGBC PRE-CERTIFIED
G+40 FLOORS EDITION HOMES WITH MAID ROOM INDOOR AMENITIES OUTDOOR AMENITIES AUTOMATION PLATINUM BUILDING

PRINCIPAL ARCHITECT MEMBER

EHD CREDAI

Visit Us: NSL Nakshatra, First Floor, NSL Centrum Mall, Road No. 1,
KPHB Colony, Kukatpally, Hyderabad - 500072, Telangana, India. ‘- 90931 88888 HYDERABAD

*TE&C Apply

SCAN FOR BROCHURE
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Artist’s Impression

TEMPERATURE-CONTROLLED SWIMMING POOL
A perfect place for exercise, play, or peaceful downtime. This indoor pool can be enjoyed throughout the year.
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P
A
VEHICLE-FREE GROUND FLOOR AMPLE CO-WORKING HOME EV CHARGING 100% POWER PIPED 24f7 8 UNITS
PODIUM AMENITIES CAR PARKING SPACES AUTOMATION POINT BACK-UP GAS SURVEILLANCE PER FLOOR

45,000 SFT STATE-OF-THE-ART AMENITIES
10,000 SFT OUTDOOR AMENITIES

i Butterfly Garden =~ Temperature-Controlled
./ Skating Zone y Bf P

= Swimming Pool & Deck Indoor Games
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QOutdoor Gym

Multi Purpose Court

Badminton Hall Multipurpose Room
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Graffiti Columns - @ Guest Rooms E Gym

{, Work From Nature Pavilions

Walking Track — c@a Yoga & Meditation Lawn Miniplex
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All above images are Artist's Impression

NSL Nakshatra is an ultra-premium tower residency in the prime location of KPHB abutting 875 acres of lush green lung space, surrounded by well-matured social
infrastructure. This one-of-its kind Ground Floor + 40-Storey highrise takes aspirations sky-high, where you have the privilege of living in one of the tallest towers

in the vicinity. Imagine a view of the bustling city skyline or picture the ethereal spectacle of stars from the rooftop, where the city’s pulse meets the sky's embrace.

SALES OFFICE: NSL Nakshatra, First Floor, NSL SITE OFFICE: Phase - 1, Sy.N0.1044 & 1045, L90931 88888
Centrum Mall, Road No. 1, KPHB Colony, Rd Number 1, KPHB Phase 2, Kukatpally, ) ey

: www.nslinfratech.com (W] A
Kukatpally, Hyderabad - 500072, Telangana, India. Hyderabad, Telangana 500072 sales.nsInakshatra@nslinfratech.com S T

DISCLAIMER: All the images shown are artist’'s impressions. Details provided are meant sclely for promotional purpose only and not intended to constitute any offer or solicitation. It has no legal value in any manner, EV charging points, subject to regulatory norms at the time of
handover. *The OC|Occupancy Certificate] date mentioned above s indicative. RERA handover date s May-2029. The "20% Now and Rest 80% on OC” is for limited period only, the developer reserves the right to withdraw this benefit at any time
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The U.S., China are among signatories of dncument thgt say

benefits uf Al must be equitably shared across humanrty,

NEWS » PAGE 11

Congress is soul
of the nation,
says Revanth

HYDERABAD

CM A. Revanth Reddy said

that Congress and the nation
cannot be separated, asserting
that Congress is ‘the soul of
the country’, and it was the
responsibility of party workers
to ensure that the party’s flag
flies high. » Page 8

HYDRAA secures
land earmarked
for parks

HYDERAEBAD

Hyderabad Disaster Response
& Asset Protection Agency, on
Saturday, secured nearly seven
acres of land earmarked for
parks and other public utilities
at Kondapur. » pPage 4
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India ‘studying’ U.S. tarift
moves: Commerce Ministry

¥  Thiruvananthapuram #®  Kochi

Vijayawada »  Mangaluru »

Al must be a tool for
humans: Bhutan PM

NEWS » PAGE 12

After US. Supreme Court struck down Trump’s reciprocal tariffs, trade analysts call for India to
re-examine interim deal; 150-day 15% baseline tariff on all imports to US. to kick in immediately

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

hile the U.S. Su-
w preme  Court
has struck

down the reciprocal tariffs
imposed by President Do-
nald Trump on various
countries, including India,
several other tariffs remain
that continue to hurt va-
rious sectors, trade ana-
lysts and export data show.

In a February 20 ruling,
the court held that Mr.
Trump’s use of the Interna-
tional Emergency Econom-
ic Powers Act to impose ta-
riffs on other countries
exceeded his authority as
President, and so struck
down the duties. However,
Mr. Trump soon an-
nounced that the U.S.
would impose a temporary
150-day 10% baseline tariff
on all imports from Febru-
ary 24 under Section 122 of

Cost of trade

While the U.S. Supreme Court struck down Trump’s reciprocal
tariffs under the IEEPA, import duties remain under other laws

= New 15% tariff on all
goods imports to the
U.S. for 150 days under
Section 122 of the
Trade Act of 1974

= A 50% tariff on imports /0

of steel and aluminium
under Section 232 of the

U.S. Trade Expansion

Act of 1962 b

the Trade Act of 1974. This
Section of the Act empow-
ers the President to “ad-
dress certain fundamental
international payment pro-
blems through surcharges
and other special import
restrictions”, according to
a White House factsheet.
In a Truth Social post on
Saturday, Mr. Trump said
he would be hiking the 10%
tariff to the “fully allowed,
and legally tested, 15% le-

Aluminium and

= -] steel form the
=l fourth-largest
group of exports

4 for India to the
] U.S., making up
il nearly 66% of

total exportsin
December 2025

vel”, effective immediately.

In a statement on Satur-
day, the Commerce and In-
dustry Ministry said it had
“noted” the U.S. Supreme
Court’s judgment, but did
not clarify what would
happen to India’s interim
agreement with Washing-
ton. “We have noted the
U.S. Supreme Court judge-
ment on tariffs yesterday,”
it said. “We are studying all
these developments for

Put U.S. deal on
hold, renegotiate
it, says Congress

NEW DELHI

Following the U.S. Supreme
Court’s ruling, the Congress on
Saturday asked the Narendra
Modi government to put the
India-U.S. interim trade
agreement on hold and
renegotiate terms. » PAGE 11

their implications.”

Trade analysts said the
ruling would prompt coun-
tries that have trade deals
with the U.S. to re-examine
them, and called for India
to do the same regarding
its interim trade pact that
is yet to be signed.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10

TRUMP ON DEAL WITH INDIA
» PAGE 11
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Macron’s drive for
European autonomy
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Finally left out

Combined number of voters in nine States and U.T.s fell from
21,45,62,215 to 19,75,33,701 after the SIR, with net deletions

of 1,70,28,514 or 7.93%

Share of deleted ®m Goa: 10.76%
voters:
® Puducherry: 7.5%

® Andaman and
MNicobar: 16.87%

m Madhya Pradesh: 5.96%

® Gujarat: 13.40%

® Chhattisgarh:

® Rajasthan: 5.74%
m Kerala: 3.22%
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8% of voters removed
from poll rolls after
SIR 1n 9 States, UL.S

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

Nearly 8% of voters have
been removed across nine
States and Union Territo-
ries in the final electoral
rolls published after the se-
cond phase of the special
intensive revision exercise.

While the final lists of
Rajasthan, Madhya Pra-
desh, Kerala, Andaman
and Nicobar, Chhattisgarh,
and Goa were published
on Saturday, that of Guja-
rat had been released on
February 17 and Puducher-

ry and Lakshadweep on
February 14.

The combined number
of voters in the States and
U.T.s stood at 21,45,62,215
as on October 27 when the
second phase of SIR was
announced. After the revi-
sion, the voter strength
came down to 19,75,33,701
with net deletions of
1,70,28,514 or 7.93%.

Final lists of Bengal, Ut-
tar Pradesh, and Tamil Na-
du are yet to be published.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

» Lucknow  »
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Ind|a faces Smuth Africa
in a Super Eight clash

SPORT » PAGE 14

- Congress and

BJP cadre
clashin
Kamareddy

The Hindu Bureau
KAMAREDDY

High tension broke out in
Kamareddy district of Te-
langana following a scuftle
between the Congress and
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) cadre on Saturday.

An alleged attempt by a
group of Congress func-
tionaries to lay siege to the
camp office of Kamareddy
MLA K. Venkataramana
Reddy of the BJP led to a
ruckus, sources said.

The police reportedly
kept Mr. Reddy under
house arrest on Saturday
morning and prevented
him from taking part in a
debate at Shishu mandir
over Arora land issue.

This was after Mr. Reddy
and Adviser to Telangana
government Mohammed
Ali Shabbir made allega-
tions and counter-allega-
tions over the land en-
croachment issue.

FULL REPORT

. » PAGE 8

il Sabse Pehle
¥ Life Insurance

WELCOME TO THE
GRAND INAUGURATION OF FIRST EVER

e

ELITE MATRIMONY
EXPERIENCE CENTRE

JUBILEE HILLS HYDERABAD

Monday, 23rd Feb | 3 PM Onwards
No. 8, Ground Floor, Road No. 68, Phase-1
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LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA

Har Pal Aapke Saath

JEEVAN
UMANG

PLAN NO: 745

A Par, Non-Linked, Individual, Savings, Whole Life Insurance Plan

LIN No.: 512M312V03

QGURAL o& \

20% OFF

VISIT & AVAIL
ONELITE

MEMBERSHIPS

Get GUARANTEED Survival Benefit equal to 8% of Basic Sum Assured each year after
the final premium, till Age 99 and lump sum maturity benefit on survival to Age 100.

Matrimony

<_ From Matrimony.com group _*~

 FEATURES:

P E RSO N A LI Z E D & CO N F I D E N T IA L * Age Eligibility : 30 days to 53 years Stﬁzigrii’::vl:rﬁlﬁige 100 n
MATCHMAKING SERVICE FOR ELITES i otommspon i By g paying torm o

Final additional bonus (if any)
Loan facility

* Premium Paying Term
* Policy Term

: 15, 20, 25 and 30 years

Dedicated © (100 minus age at entry) years

Relationship
Managers

18+ Years of
Matchmaking
Experience

1,00,000+
Elite Customers
Served

For details, contact your Agent!hﬁearest LIC Branch/visit www.licindia.in

‘Download ELie Call Centre Services | Follow us l'i I:I E r—] & LIC India Forever
LIC Mobile App d|ﬂ‘|t | Lﬂun (022) 6827 6827 J IRDAI Reg,-. No.: 512
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© Call: 074487 22222 ®Visit: www.elitematrimony.com

LIC/P1/2025-26/32/Eng

BEWARE OF SPURIOUS PHOME CALLS AND FICTITIOUS / FRAUDULENT OFFERS. IRDAI or its officials do not involve in any activities of insurance business like selling insurance
policies, announcing bonus or investment of premiums, refund of amounts. Policyholders or the prospects receiving such phone calls are requested to lodge a police
complaint. For more details on risk factors, terms and conditions, please read sales brochure carefully before concluding a sale.
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Inter public examination

hall tickets released

The Telangana Board of Intermediate Education
(BIE) on Saturday released hall tickets for the
scheduled Intermediate Public Examinations
2026. The hall tickets were sent to all college
logins, registered mobile numbers of the
students, and are also kept on the official website
https://tgbieht.cgg.gov.in for downloading. The
BIE advised students to verify the details
mentioned on the hall ticket, such as the
candidate’s name, subjects, examination centre,
and photograph. In case of discrepancies, they
should be immediately reported to their
respective college principals or the Board for
necessary corrections. Carrying a printed copy of
the hall ticket to the examination centre is

compulsory.

Medicover to deploy

emergency air ambulance

Medicover Hospitals, Hyderabad, has entered
into a strategic collaboration with Evergreen
Healthcare to strengthen emergency air
ambulance services and coordinate patient
transfers across India and select international
corridors. The partnership is aimed at
establishing defined referral pathways for air
ambulance operations, inter-city critical-care
transfers, and international patient movement
for complex cases requiring advanced tertiary
and quaternary care. Meanwhile, Dr. Nayan
Sriramula, Head of Emergency Medicine at
Medicover Hospitals, said emergency care begins
well before a patient reaches the hospital.

Civil engineering innovation

challenge held

The grand finale of Creators of Tomorrow -
Buildathon 2026, a civil engineering innovation
challenge organised by Radha TMT, was held at
Shilpakala Vedika. CVR College of Engineering
won the competition for their proposal on
sustainable building solutions and earned a 32.5
lakh cash prize. Rajiv Gandhi University of
Knowledge Technologies, Basara, secured first
runner-up and 31 lakh, and JNTUH was second
runner-up with ¥50,000. Consolation prizes of
325,000 were awarded to teams from SNIST,
Osmania University, GRIET and VNR VJIET.

State plans pay incentive for

doctors working in tribal areas

The plan is aimed at motivating doctors who are in government service to take up postings in peripheral and less-preferred

areas, where faculty shortages and reluctance to serve have been persistent challenges, says DME Dr. A. Narendra Kumar

Siddharth Kumar Singh
HYDERABAD

he Health Depart-
T ment is planning to

introduce  addi-
tional financial incentives
to encourage doctors to
serve in tribal and remote
districts in an effort to ad-
dress long-standing gaps in
healthcare delivery in
these regions, said the Di-
rector of Medical Educa-
tion (DME).

Speaking to The Hindu,
DME Dr. A. Narendra Ku-
mar said nine districts with
significant tribal popula-
tions have been identified
for the proposed incentive
scheme. “The plan is
aimed at motivating doc-

\ - ..'i" it

A doctor examining a patient. REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE

tors who are already in go-
vernment service to take
up postings in peripheral
and less-preferred areas,
where faculty shortages

and reluctance to serve
have been persistent chal-
lenges,” he said.

The districts identified
are Adilabad, Kumaram

Bheem Asifabad, Manche-
rial, Mulugu, Warangal,
Mahabubabad, Bhadradri
Kothagudem, Khammam
and Nagarkurnool.

Under the proposal,
doctors posted in these dis-
tricts would be eligible for
an additional allowance
ranging between 30% and
50% of their basic pay.
“The exact quantum
would depend on the na-
ture of the posting and lo-
cation. The incentive is in-
tended to compensate for
the professional and perso-
nal challenges associated
with working in tribal
areas. The proposal file has
already been circulated
within the government,”
Dr Kumar added. The in-

centive scheme is part of a
broader strategy to streng-
then medical services in
under-served regions,
alongside other measures
such as targeted faculty re-
cruitment and selective
policy interventions based
on staffing shortages.

The DME added that re-
luctance among doctors to
accept postings in districts
has been a recurring issue,
necessitating financial and
policy-based encourage-
ment. “Once implement-
ed, the allowance is ex-
pected to apply specifically
to doctors serving in iden-
tified tribal districts, rather
than being extended un-
iversally across the State,”
he added.

‘. Timings
HYDERABAD

SUNDAY, FEB. 22
RISE 06:39 SET 18:20
W RISE 09:43 SET 22:57

MONDAY, FEB. 23
RISE 06:38 SET 18:20

W RISE 10:29 SET 23:59
TUESDAY, FEB. 24

RISE 06:38 SET 18:21
“ RISE 11:20 5SET 00:00

Hyderabad Weather max min
Sangareddy 31 20
Warangal 31 20

Hyderabad Citj,;' 31 20

Hyderabad City Today

33°C Morning will be slight
cool with mist and haze. Day
will be warm. Night also will be
pleasant. Dry weather to
prevail,

Hyderabad City Tomorrow
32°C The weather will be little
warm. Night will be pleasant.
Short spell of light rain and
thundershower may occur at
few places,

& Copyright Skymet Weather 2026
All rights resaneed.
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are reguested to werify
and make appropriate enquiries bo satisfy
themselves about the weracity of an adwvertise-
ment before responding to any published in this
nawspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Pu-
blizher & Cwner of this newspaper, does mot
wouch for the authenticity of any advertisermant
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's pro-
ducts and/or services. In no event can the Owni-
&r, Publizher, Printer, Edibor, Director/s, Em-
ployeas of this newspaper/company be held
responsiblefliable in amy manner whatsoewver
tor any claims andfor damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

President refers Cantonment
merger issue to Defence Ministry

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The long-pending demand
to excise civilian areas
from the Secunderabad
Cantonment and merge
them with the Greater Hyd-
erabad Municipal Corpora-
tion (GHMC) has received
fresh momentum after Pre-
sident Droupadi Murmu
formally took cognisance
of the matter and referred
it to the Ministry of De-
fence for action.

The information was
communicated in a letter
by the President’s Secreta-
riat to Secunderabad Can-
tonment MLA Sri Ganesh
Narayanan. “Kindly refer
to your letter dated Febru-
ary 1 addressed to the Pre-
sident of India. The said

| _ W 22

o A W R o g . = 5 :, o
3 et - LI 5 - e i

"" 4 ool A g | = "“'.r\-'\-"" -1 e H |
= T [ - A o e, -~ :

o okl L .

¥ i L P S I T

% =01 o ¥ = N o i E -

" s ]

Secunderabad Cantonment MLA Sri Ganesh leads a protest

demanding the merger of the Cantonment area with the GHMC, at
Karkhana, in Secunderabad. FILE PHOTO

letter has been forwarded
to the Defence Secretary to
the Government of India
for appropriate attention,”
the letter said.

In his representation,
the MLA flagged delays in

implementing a Central go-
vernment policy approved
more than four years ago
to restructure cantonment
administration. He also
drew attention to the finan-
cial strain on civic services

in the cantonment, alleg-
ing that unpaid service
charges amounting to
%1,200 crore are owed by
the Central government to
the Secunderabad Canton-
ment Board.

The issue has gained
prominence following an
eight-day hunger strike led
by the MLA from January
20 to January 27 against
the continuation of a nom-
inated setup in the canton-
ment board.

The protest saw partici-
pation from residents who
have been demanding the
restoration of elected local
governance and the inte-
gration of civilian areas
with the city’s urban admi-
nistration under the Grea-
ter Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation.

Divine sight
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Priests performing Garuda Vahanam Seva of Lord Venkateshwara at the TTD-owned Sri Venkateswara Swamy temple in Jubilee Hills,
Hyderabad on the occasion of sixth annual Brahmotsavam on Saturday. NAGARA GOPAL

Academic learning and
industry skills go hand
in hand: TGCHE chief

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Telangana State Council of
Higher Education (TGCHE)
Chairman V. Balakista Red-
dy stressed that the coun-
try’s youth must combine
academic learning with in-
dustry-relevant skills, digi-
tal literacy and problem-
solving to bridge the edu-
cation-employment gap.
Speaking at the IndiaS-
kills Competition 2025-26 -
South Regional Competi-
tion here, he described In-
diaSkills as a movement
transforming potential into
performance and praised

Sector Skill Councils and
industry partners for men-
toring participants.

Affirming Telangana’s
commitment to skill empo-
werment, Mr. Reddy said
the government has mo-
dernised ITIs, Industry 4.0
programmes, curriculum
reforms and inclusive
workforce initiatives.

IndiaSkills Competition
2025-26, part of India’s lar-
gest national skills compe-
tition framework, is organ-
ised by the National Skill
Development Corporation
under the Ministry of Skill
Development and Entre-
preneurship.

Need for early cancer
detection, advanced
care stressed at meet

Dignitaries at the inaugural of Deccan Hematolink 3.0, the largest
international conference on Al-driven advancements in blood
cancer diagnosis and treatment, which was inaugurated by

G.S. Rao, MD of Yashoda Group Hospitals, in Hyderabad.

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERAEBAD

The growing prevalence of
blood cancers such as leu-
kaemia, lymphoma and
myeloma, particularly in
urban centres including
Hyderabad, has under-
lined the urgent need for
early detection, advanced
treatment options and wid-
er access to care, (.5, Rao,
Managing Director of Yash-
oda Hospitals, said on Fri-
day. Speaking at Deccan

Hematolink 3.0, a two-day
international conference
focused on the use of artif-
icial intelligence in the
diagnosis and treatment of
blood cancers, Mr. Rao re-
ferred to data from the Na-
tional Cancer Registry Pro-
gramme that points to a
steady rise in blood cancer
cases across the country.
The conference, held in
Hyderabad on Saturday,
brought together more
than 700 haematologists

and oncologists from India
and overseas to discuss
emerging technologies and
evolving clinical practices
in the management of
blood disorders and

Carcers.

Financial strain

Mr. Rao said the challenge
posed by blood cancers ex-
tended well beyond clini-
cal treatment alone. Pa-
tients and families, he
noted, often face psycho-
logical stress, financial
strain and the need for
long-term support, making
community awareness and
robust support systems
just as critical as medical
intervention.

“Until a few years ago,
treatment options for ma-
ny patients with blood can-
cers were limited, often re-
sulting in poor outcomes.
However, rapid advances
in medical science are now

transtorming patient care,”
he added.

Constitutional morality should prevail over cultural morality: SC Judge Ujjal Bhuyan

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Some instances, like the
one in which parents ob-
jected to mid-day meal pre-
pared by a dalit woman,
show how distant the sys-
tems were from constitu-
tional morality, Justice Uj-
jal Bhuyan of the Supreme
Court said on Saturday.
The Supreme Court
Judge was delivering the
keynote address on ‘Con-
stitutional Morality and
Role of the District Judici-
ary’ in an academic session
convened at Telangana
State Judicial Academy. A

M
K

hue and cry was raised ov-
er the parents vowing that
their wards would not eat
food prepared for mid-day
meal programme by a dalit
woman, Justice Ujjal
Bhuyan said.

Recalling another inci-
dent of a landlady in Delhi
declining to provide ac-
commodation to a person
after ascertaining the lat-
ter’s religion, he said such
instances mirrored the sit-
uations faced by indivi-
duals.

This was tip of an iceb-
erg, the judge said suggest-
ing many more would be
witnessing such humiliat-

ing circumstances in day to
day life.

The district courts being
the base of judiciary pyra-
mid in the country, should
be strong and independent
so that the courts at the
apex level have stability, he
noted. “While police de-
partment had command
structure, that was not the
case with the judiciary,”
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan noted.
Asserting importance of
the district judiciary, he re-
minded that from the first
woman judge of the Su-
preme Court, Fathima Bee-
vi - to former Chief Justice
of the SC, Justice Aziz
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Justice Ujjal Bhuyan of the Supreme Court, Chief Justice Aparesh Kumar Singh and High Court

Judge Justice Moushumi Bhattacharya being honoured by members of Telangana Judges Association

and Telangana State Judicial Academy, in Secunderabad, on Saturday.

Mushabber Ahmadi - to
former SC judge Justice
Han Raj Khanna, several

eminent judges started
their career from district

courts.

Noting that Telangana

had taken lead in ensuring

higher representation for

women in judicial officer
posts, he appreciated that
283 out of the 478 judicial
officers were women in the
State. While the percen-
tage of women in Grade-I
officers was close to 50%, it
was nearly 70% in junior ci-
vil judge posts. The per-
centage of minorities in
judicial officer posts was
5.23.

Justice Ujjal Bhuyan ex-
pressed concern over the
low legal literacy among
public in general and the
educated in specific. Even
educated persons were eq-
uating granting of bail with
acquittal from cases, he

said. He said that constitu-
tional morality should pre-
vail over cultural mortality.

The Telangana High
Court Chief Justice Apa-
resh Kumar Singh said jud-
iciary excellence should
begin at the district courts,
noting that the culture of
adjournments would end
up only in expanding the li-
tigation.

The session was con-
vened by Telangana Judges
Association in association
with the Telangana State
Judicial Academy.

Association secretary K.
Murali Mohan coordinated
the programme.
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TODAY

J " @1:50 am ig._h
\DILSUKHNAGAR |

SOUTH INDIAN CULTURAL
ASSOCIATION (SICA) cordially invites
to a memonal concert in remembrance
of Dr. Radha Chakravarty and Smt V S
Meenakshi. A Carnatic vocal concert
by Sikkil C Gurucharan on Monday
March 9th, 2026 at the Main Hall,
Ravindra Bharathi at 6.30 pm. All are
welcome. Donations are exempt U/S
80(G) of Income Tax Act Contact

Mumber: 9989090404; 9247721233,
98480035389.

Two held, gold and cash recovered

lued at about ¥40 lakh.

Police said both have
previous involvement in
property offence cases re-
gistered at Begumpet and
Film Nagar police stations
respectively.

Praveen Kumar (32), a la-
bourer, in connection with
a house break-in and theft
case, recovering stolen
gold ornaments weighing
235 grams, mobile phones
and cash collectively va-

The Hindu Burean
HYDERABAD

vysyaraju
. y ] The Begumpet police ar-
: ] ewe l l e rS rested two habitual offen-
| ders Bisayi Pradeep (25), a

private employee and Edla
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younger age which is between 9 and 15
years as they can develop nearly twice the
level of protective antibodies compared to
those vaccinated later. The vaccine works
more effectively when given before any
exposure to the virus, which is why preteen
vaccination is recommended.
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For those who miss the recommended
age window, consult your doctor to check
your eligibility. Adolescents and adult
women, including mothers of teens, are
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ccording to the 2022 Global
Cancer Observatory (WHO),
cervical cancer is the eighth most

diagnosed cancer globally and the ninth

leading cause of cancer-related deaths.
In India specifically, HPV-related cervical
cancer is the second most common cancer
among women aged 1544 years, after

breast cancer,

So what is HPV virus?

Human papillomavirus, commonly

referred to as HPV, is a common sexually
transmitted virus that mainly affects the
reproductive tract. More than 200 different
types of HPV have been identified. Low-
risk HPV types are the cause for anogenital
warts, while high-risk types are responsible
for a majority of cervical cancer cases,
along with other cancers like that of vagina,
vulva, anus. Studies show that nearly 80%
of sexually active unvaccinated adults will
get HPV at some point in their lives.

How do people get HPV
related cancers & diseases?

HPV 15 a commonly transmitted infection
that spreads through intimate contact. A
person with HPV can transmit the infection
to someone else even if they have no visible
signs or symptoms. While most HPV

infections clear out on its own, they can
lead to cancer if they persist over time.

How can we protect ourselves
and our children from HPV?

Certain HPV related cancers & diseases can
be prevented with the help of vaccination,
along with other preventive measures such
as routine screening. The HPV vaccine
helps prevent infections caused by certain
strains of the HPV that are linked to cervical,
vaginal, and vulvar cancers in women, as
well as anal cancer and genital warts in both
men and women. Research has shown that
the HPV vaccination may be effective in
reducing infections and the incidence of
certain HPV-related precancers in young
individuals since it has been made available.
Studies show that HPV vaccination alone
led to decline in cervical cancer cases in a
group of adolescent girls, as compared to
no vaccination and no screening.

What is the ideal age to get
vaccinated?

Health bodies such as WHO, FOGSI,
and the Indian Academy of Pediatrics
recommend starting HPV vaccination at 9
years of age for both boys and girls.

Research shows  stronger immune

response of vaccine when given at a

encouraged to consult their Pediatrician
or Gynaecologists about HPV vaccination.
While wvaccination does not treat pre-
existing infections, it still helps protect
against certain high-risk HPV types and
should be complemented with routine
cervical screening.

HPV infection is common, but HPV-
related cancers are largely preventable.
Early vaccination, starting 9 years of age,
combined with
awareness, can help reduce the burden of
cervical cancer in India.

reqular screening and

Whether you're a parent, an adolescent,
or an adult woman, informed action can

support better decision-making. Speak to
your doctor about HPV vaccination.

For most people HPV clears on its
own. But for those who dont clear the

virus, it can cause certain cancers and
diseases.

Disclaimer: This feature is not intended to be
a substitute for medical advice.

Consult your medical practitioner before
acting the

information.
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Issued in public
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Pharmaceuticals
for awareness
pUrposes.
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ADMISSIONS 2026 Application forms are available online

BANGALORE | DELHI NCR | PUNE

BANGALORE CENTRAL CAMPUS

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND
PERFORMING ARTS

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
SCHOOL OF PSYCHOLOGICAL
SCIENCES AND SOCIAL WORK

) UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

BA (Communication and Media, English) % +
BA (Communication and Media, Psychology) # +

BA (Economics, Sociology) [with minor in Political Science] +

BA (History, Political Science) [with minor in Economics]+
BA (Journalism and Digital Media, English) % +

BA (Music-Western Classical, Creative Media) #+

BA (Music-Western Classical, Psychology) # +

BA (Performing Arts, Creative Media) # +

BA (Performing Arts, Psychology) # +

SCHOOL OF COMMERCE, FINANCE
AND ACCOUNTANCY

) UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

Bachelor of Commerce (BGom) «

BCom (Accountancy and Taxation) =

BCom (Applied Finance and Analytics) =

BCom (Branding and Entrepreneurship) =

BCom (Finance and Accountancy) «

BCom (Finance and Investment)

BCom (Global Management Accounting and Strategy) «

BCom (International Accountancy & Finance) [previously
known as BBA F & A] »

BCom (International Finance) «

BCom (Strategic Finance) »

Bachelor of Commerce (BCom) [Work Integrated] «

BSc (Accountancy and Analytics)«

BSc (Actuarial Science) «

MA (Economics)

MSc (Behavioural Science)

MSc (Data Analytics)

MSc (Strategic Management)
MSc (Sustainable Development)

Interdisciplinary Programmes
are offered trimester-wise with
twelve core courses and six
open electives.

orning: 06:30 AM-08:30 AM |
Evening: 06:30 PM-08:30 PM

BANGALORE KENGERI CAMPUS

CHRIST

(DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY)
BANGALORE | DELHI NCR | PUNE

MA (English and Cultural Studies)

International Business

CAMPUS

B UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

Bachelor of Architecture (B Arch)

Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA)

BBA (Applied Finance with Fintech) %
BSc (Psychology) %

BTech (Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning) %

’ UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES
BA (Communication and Media, Psychology) %+

BA (Economics) %
BA (Psychology, Economics) +
BA (Psychology, English) +

B POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

Master of Business Administration (MBA)
Specialization: Finance with International Business / Marketing with

Post Graduate Diploma in Social Science Research (PGDSSR)
BANGALORE YESHWANTHPUR

B POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

LLM (Corporate and Commercial Law) %
LLM (Intellectual Property and Trade Law) %
MA (English Studies and Communication)
Master of Computer Applications (MCA)
MSe (Clinical Psychology) %

MSc (Counselling Psychology) %

MSc (Economics and Analytics)

MSc (Finance and Analytics)

Master of Business Administration (MBA)

Specialization: Business Analytics | Human Resource | Finance |

Marketing

PUNE LAVASA CAMPUS
=) UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

BTech (Automotive Technology) «
BTech (Civil Engineering) %
BTech (Computer Science and Engineering) %

Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA)
BBA (Finance and Economics) =
BBA (Finance and International Business)

BA LLB (Honours) #
BEBA LLB (Honours) %

Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) %
BBA (Business Analytics) #

Bachelor of Computer Applications (BCA) %
BCom (Financial Analytics) %

BSc (Computer Science, Data Science) &
BSc (Economics, Statistics) %

BSc (Psychology, Computer Science) %

#) POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

MA (Public Policy)

Master of Commerce (MCom)

MCom (International Finance)

MSc (Actuarial Science)

MSc (Innovation and Entrepreneurship)

BA (Psychology, Economics) +

BA (Psychology, English) +

BA (Theatre Studies, Creative Media) #+
BA (Theatre Studies, Psychology) & +

B POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES
MA (Applied Economics)

BBA (Finance and Marketing Analytics) %
BBA (Strategy and Business Analytics) «
Bachelor of Computer Applications (BCA) #
Bachelor of Commerce (BCom)

BCom (Accountancy and Taxation)

BCom (Applied Finance and Analytics) #
BCom (Finance and Accountancy)

BTech (Computer Science & Engineering [Al & ML]) %

BTech (Computer Science and Engineering - Cyber Security) %
BTech (Computer Science and Engineering [Data Science])
BTech (Computer Science and Engineering [loT]) %

BTech (Electrical and Electronics Engineering) %

BTech (Electronics and Communication Engineering) %

_ , BTech (Electronics and Communication Engineering-VLSI
MA (Applied Sociology) . SCHOOL OF LAW Design and Technology) % BCom (International Business Accounting) [Integrated with CPA % POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES
MA (English with Communication Studies) ) UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES BTech (Electronics and Computer Engineering [with Spl.in Australia] LLM (Constitutional and Administrative Law)
MA (International Studies) _ BALLB (Honours)*  BBA LLB (Honours) AIEML]) % BCom (Finance and Investment) % LLM (Corporate and Commercial Law) %
MA (Media and Communication Studies) BTech (Mechanical Engineering) % BCom (International Accountancy and Finance) [Previously MA (English with Digital Humanities)

MA (Performing Arts - Bharatanatyam) ¢ #
MSc (Clinical Psychology) #

MSc (Clinical Psycho-Oncology) %

MSc (Counselling Psychology) «
(
(

known as BBA F and A] %
BSc (Clinical Psychology)« @
BSc (Economics, Mathematics, Statistics/Econometrics) =
BSc (Media with Computer Science) %
BSc (Psychology)

’ POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES
MA (Applied Linguistics and TESOL)

MSc (Data Science)
MSc (Data Science)(CU) | MS (System Science)(BU) USA
MSc (Global Finance and Analytics)

Master of Business Administration (MBA)
Specialization: Business Analytics | Marketing | Finance

BTech (Robotics and Mechatronics) %

Indo-German First Year BTech Credit Transfer Program
(CHRIST-THWS) %

) POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

LLM (Constitutional and Administrative Law) %
LLM (Corporate and Commercial Law) %
LLM (Intellectual Property and Trade Law)

SCHOOL OF SCIENCES

B UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES
Bachelor of Computer Applications (BCA) % +

Option to choose Hons, Major with Minor from second year for
BTech Programmes, Candidates are eligible for BTech Lateral
Entry after completion of 3 years full-time Diploma in Engineering

MSc (Educational Psychology) «

MSc (Neuropsychology) %

MSc (Psychology- Health and Wellbeing) %
MSc (Psychology [HRDM]) %

= 2 Ygar Dual Degraa Programme
Weekend Programmes
Entrance Test : CHRIST - CET

& ¥ &

) POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES
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MSW Human Resources Development and Management

Master of Commerce (MCom)
PG Diploma in Counselling Psychology

BSc (Biotechnology, Zoology) + MSc (Artificial Intelligence and Cyber Security)

BSc (Chemistry, Zoology) [with minor in Forensic Science] MSc (Quantum Technologies by Research)

Marketing | Business Analytics + A student who enrols in a UG double major programme can

i ire wi i ursue either Honours or Honours with Research in the fourth
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND BSc (Computer Science, Mathematics) + MTech (Computer Science and Engineering) HEE EEEE?JEI?E?EEI%?EE‘HT with Data Analytics) Euar. Only in one of the two major dilsniplines at allime and
MANAGEMENT BSc (Computer Science, Statistics) + ﬂ}ecn [DEE Enilanlt:ta][i . . Spoci MSc (Data Science) subject to fulfilling other requirements.
BSc (Data Science, Mathematics) # + ech in tlectrical and Electronics Engineering (Specialization in UG programmes will have an option to exit after three years
% UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES BSc (Data Science, Statistics) % + Electric Vehicle Technology) DELHI NCR CAMPUS with a UG Degree or after the fourth year with Honours or

Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) =

BBA (Decision Science)

Bachelor of Hotel Management (BHM) «

Integrated Master of Business Administration (iMBA) «

B POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

Master of Business Administration (MBA)
Specialization: Finance | Human Resource | Lean Operations &
Systems | Marketing | Business Analytics

Honours with Research UG Degree.

ONLINE DEGREE PROGRAMMES

m UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

Bachelor of Commerce
Bachelor of Computer Applications (BCA)

® POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

BSc (Economics, Mathematics, Statistics/Econometrics) %+ MTech (Mechanical Engineering) Specialization in Automotive Systems
BSc (Life Sciences) + MTech (Mechanical Engineering) Specialization In Machine Design -
BSc (Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics) + Digital Twin o o

BSc (Physics, Mathematics)[with minor in Astrophysics] + MTech (Mechanical Engineering) Specialization In Material Science

®) POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES il Jociooey

MTech (Structural Engineeri
Master of Computer Applications (MCA) ech (Structural Engineering)

B , ! : MTech (VLSI and Embedded Systems)
MSc (Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning] Post Graduate Diploma in Electric Vehicle Technology

mp UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES
BA (Economics, Political Science) +

BA (English with Creative Writing) »

BA (Psychology, Economics) +

BA (Psychology, English) +

BA (Media, Psychology) %

BSc (Economics) %

A0 ) e - o it o 13D o e s ke ot it B
MBA (CU) + MBA (WMU) USA= MSc (Chemistry) Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) % Master of Science (Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning)
mgi I[EEL” +t MS Business (VCU) USA = Special zation: General / Analytical / Organic / Materials Chemisty ~ BANGALORE BGR CAMPUS BBA (Finance and Marketing Analytics) % Mastor of Eumpum{rﬂ Appgcgtiunri (MCA)
ecutive ¢ MSc (Computational Statistics and Applied Al) ¢ BBA (FinTech) , aster of Science (Data Science
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION MSe (Computer Science and Applications) ¢ " UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES BBA (Marketing and Supply Chain Management) %

CHRIST (Deemed to be University)
Dharmaram College Post, Hosur Road, Bengaluru - 560029
Karnataka, India, Tel: +91 804012 9100 / 9600

BBA (Strategy and Business Analytics) #

Bachelor of Commerce (BCom) %

BCom (Accountancy and Auditing) [Integrated with CA] %
BCom (Applied Finance and Analytics)

BCom (International Accountancy and Finance)
Bachelor of Computer Applications (BCA) %

BSc (Data Science and Artificial Intelligence) %

BSc (Economics, Data Analytics) # +

BA LLB (Honours) # BBA LLB (Honours) %

BA (English) [With Minor in Digital Humanities] %
BA (Liberal Arts)

BA (Political Science) #

BBA (Finance and Economics) %

BBA (Finance and International Business) %

BBA (Marketing and Tourism) %

BBA (Strategy and Business Analytics)

BSc (Economics with Data Science) %

BSc (Psychology) %

MSc (Data Analytics and Artificial Intelligence) and MA
(Data Analytics and Artificial Intelligence)
| Steinbeis University, Germany] =

B UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES
Bachelor of Education (B Ea)

B POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES MSc (Data Science)

MA In Educational Leadership and Management MSc (Forensic Science)
International Baccalaureate (IB) Educator Certificate in Leadership Practice » MSC (Mathematics)

PG Diploma in Educational Leadership and Management MSc (Physics)
International Baccalaureate (IB) Educator Certificate in Leadership Practice » MSc (Statistics)

PG Diploma in International Education(PGDIE) » MSc (Zoology)

Delhi NCR - Tel: 1800-123-3212
Pune Lavasa - Tel: 1800-123-2009

For information or queries
related to admissions visit our website

www.christuniversity.in
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INBRIEF

Three arrested in Ameenpur
with 2.7 kg of opium

Three individuals, including an inter-state drug
peddler, were arrested by the Ameenpur police
along with the Serilingampally Special
Operations Team (SOT) for possession and
purchase of opium. Officials seized 2.7 kilograms
of opium and ¥50,000 cash. The accused were
identified as 50-year-old Vishnoi Heta Ram, a
native of Pali district in Rajasthan; 56-year-old
Bagdaran, from Kadthal in Rajasthan; and
21-year-old Godara Subhash, currently residing
near ODF Park Colony, Ameenpur, and a native
of Barmer district, Rajasthan. The arrest was
made on Friday following a tip off. Further
investigation into the case is underway.

Man falls under moving train

at Secunderabad station, dies

A 44-year-old man died after accidentally falling
under a moving train at Secunderabad Railway
Station shortly after midnight on Saturday. The
deceased, identified as Nukathoti Nagaraju, was
working as a reporter with National News and a
resident of Urban Colony in Prakasam district of
Andhra Pradesh. He had come to Secunderabad
intending to travel to Ongole and reportedly
mistook the 12721 Express for the Simhapuri
Express. The incident came to light after the
railway police received information from the
Deputy Station Superintendent that a man had
slipped while attempting to board the train on
platform 10. He died on the spot.

Man held with 4 kg ganja

during vehicle checks

A 42-year-old man was arrested with 4 kilograms
of dry ganja during a vehicle checking conducted
by Mailardevpally police on Saturday, February
21, 2026. The accused was identified as Jay
Krishna Mahajan alias Guru, a labourer, residing
in Yakutpura and a native of Kolkata in West
Bengal. According to the police, at around 10
a.m., officers were conducting vehicle
inspections at the Durga Nagar junction when
they intercepted the accused on a motorcycle.
Following checks, officers seized four kilograms
of dry ganja, two mobile phones, ¥85,500 in cash
and the motorcycle used for transportation.

HYDRAA secures seven acres
earmarked for public utilities

Acting on complaints received from residents on Prajavani , officials clear encroachments,

including portions used for apartments and shops, following inspection of the area

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

he Hyderabad Dis-
Taster Response &
Asset  Protection

Agency (HYDRAA), on Sa-
turday, secured nearly se-
ven acres of land ear-
marked for parks and
other public utilities at
Kondapur.

The land falls under sur-
vey numbers 78 to 93 in
Rajarajeshwari Nagar Colo-
ny of Kondapur and part of
a layout consisting of 2,059
plots approved by the vil-
lage panchayat in 1993. As
per the layout plan, five
acres were allocated for a
government junior college,
about one acre for a
school, and over an acre
for parks, along with land
reserved for community
facilities.

e "

land in Kondapur on Saturday.

However, portions of
these lands were allegedly
encroached upon. Around
1,000 square yards of the
nearly one acre land ear-
marked for school had
been used for constructing
an apartment complex.
Land allocated for the
community hall (2,181
square yards) was also re-
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A sign board put up by HYDRAA after reclaiming the encroached

Baaggl

portedly occupied by priv-
ate shops and temporary
structures.

Residents’ welfare re-
presentatives of Rajara-
jeshwari Nagar filed a com-
plaint through HYDRAA’s
Prajavani platform, alleg-
ing that influential indivi-
duals were behind the en-
croachments. They said

several showrooms, and
grocery stores came up on
the encroached land, and
even parts of internal
roads had been occupied
by them.

Acting on the complaint
and following the direc-
tions of Commissioner A.V.
Ranganath, HYDRAA ofh-
cials conducted a field in-
spection along with de-
partments concerned. The
team confirmed that the
land was indeed reserved
for parks and public utili-
ties as per the approved
layout.

Authorities subsequent-
ly cleared encroachments
and installed fencing to
protect the land. HYDRAA
also placed signboards
identifying the sites as pu-
blic utility spaces intended
for residents, the state-
ment said.

CEO tells officials
to expedite voter
mapping survey

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) of Telangana, Sudar-
shan Reddy, on Saturday
directed Electoral Registra-
tion Officers (EROs) and
Assistant Electoral Regis-
tration Officers (AEROs) to
intensify and expedite the
ongoing voter mapping
survey also known as Pro-
geny Mapping, being un-
dertaken in city as part of
the preparatory exercise
for the Special Intensive
Revision of electoral rolls.
Accompanied by the
Hyderabad District Elec-
tion Officer and Greater
hyderabad Municipal Cor-
poration (GHMC) Commis-
sioner R.V. Karnan, Mr. Su-
darshan Reddy conducted
a surprise field inspection
of the mapping exercise in
Secunderabad assembly
constituency. He visited a
polling station at Mani-

keshwar Nagar and anoth-
er in the Charminar As-
sembly constituency, a
statement from GHMC
informed.

During the visit, Mr.
Reddy interacted with
booth level officers (BLOs)
and supervisors to assess
their understanding of the
mapping process, and
sought details on the meth-
odology being followed.

Booth level officers in-
formed that they were con-
ducting door-to-door veri-
fication, and comparing
entries in the 2002 electo-
ral rolls with 2025 draft
roll.

As part of the progeny
mapping exercise, details
of family members of vo-
ters whose names ap-
peared in 2002 list are be-
ing collected and cross
verified with the current
electoral roll to ensure ac-
curacy and inclusion, the
BLOs said.

ACB books Agriculture
Dept. official in DA case

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERAEAD

The Anti-Corruption Bu-
reau registered a dispro-
portionate assets case
against Sundari Kiran Ku-
mar, Assistant Director of
Agriculture, Kalwakurthy
Division,  Nagarkurnool
district, on Saturday (Fe-
bruary 21, 2026), for ac-
quiring assets beyond his
known sources of income
through corrupt practices.

Simultaneous searches
were conducted at his resi-
dence and seven other lo-
cations linked to his family
members and associates
on Saturday. The offcials
identified agricultural
lands measuring 97.03
acres, three open plots,

five wvehicles, insurance
policies worth 5.5 lakh,
investments amounting to
350 lakh in the names of
the officer and his family
members, two flats and
one house.

The documented value
of the movable and immov-
able properties identified
so far is approximately 34
crore. However, officials
stated that the market va-
lue is likely to be ten times
more. Further verification
is underway to ascertain
whether additional assets
exist and to determine the
extent of disproportionate
wealth, if any. Further in-
vestigation i1s underway.

Report instances of de-
mand for bribes by callig
toll-free number 1064.

Dis‘carded as waste
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Eye sore: Twisted metal and dismantled parts of four-wheelers which were once the pride of owners and sped on roads lie in a heap by the
roadside near llIT at Gachibowli, creating safety hazard for pedestrians and commuters. RAMAKRISHNA G

Over 9,000
MOLOriSts
booked for
free-left
violations

The Hindu Bureau
HYDEERABAD

The Hyderabad Traffic Pol-
ice have intensified a spe-
cial enforcement drive
against motorists obstruct-
ing free-left turns at city
junctions, registering 9,142
cases between February 9
and February 20.

An officer from the de-
partment said that ob-
struction of free-left lanes
has emerged as a frequent
violation, disrupting traffic
flow, causing congestion
and increasing the risk of
accidents at key
intersections.

An advisory from the
department stated that
motorists found blocking
free-left passages were pe-
nalised under relevant pro-
visions of the Motor Vehi-

cles  Act. Alongside
enforcement, the traffic
police said sustained

awareness and education
campaigns are being con-
ducted to sensitise com-
muters about the impor-
tance of adhering to traffic
regulations.

Ramzan
Timings
Iftar
(Sunday)
6.26 p.m.

Sehar
(Monday)
5.17 a.m.

DCA flags 166 medical shops across State
for illegal sale of habit-forming drugs

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Telangana Drugs Con-
trol Administration (DCA)
conducted a Statewide en-
forcement drive on Satur-
day to curb the illegal sale
of habit-forming drugs,
during which discrepan-
cies were detected in 166
medical shops. Show-
cause notices have been is-
sued to all the erring out-
lets, with the department
indicating that action in-
cluding suspension or can-
cellation of licences will
follow as per law.

The raids were carried
out across retail medical
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DCA officials during a raid at a medical shop on Saturday.

shops in the State with a fo-

cus on identifying the in-
discriminate sale of habit-

forming medicines, partic-
ularly those classified

under Schedule H1 and
Schedule X of the Drugs
Rules. The drive specifical-
ly targeted drugs such as
codeine-containing cough

syrups and tablets includ-
ing Nitrazepam, Alprazo-
lam, Tramadol, Zolpidem,
Tapentadol and other com-
monly misused prescrip-
tion medicines, as per a re-
lease. They further added
that the inspections re-
vealed multiple violations,
including the sale of pre-
scription drugs without va-
lid prescriptions from re-
gistered medical
practitioners, failure to is-
sue bills, non-maintenance
of sales and purchase re-
cords, absence of manda-
tory Schedule HI registers
and dispensing medicines
without the presence of a
registered pharmacist.

Cyberabad’s She Teams arrest 54
persons for indecent behaviour

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

A total of 54 persons were
held for indecent beha-
viour in public places dur-
ing 192 decoy operations
by the Cyberabad She
Teams during a week-long
operation from February
14 and February 20. Cases
were registered against 43
individuals, while the re-
maining were counselled.
In addition, 13 complaints
received from women
through various platforms
were addressed and re-
solved during the week.
Cracking down on anti-
social activities, the Anti-

Human Trafficking Unit
conducted special night
raids, detaining 14 sex
workers and three trans-
gender persons. In addi-
tion, seven accused were
arrested in three cases un-
der the Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, and four
victims were rescued. A
case was also registered
against a spa centre found
to be operating without
proper permission and in
violation of norms.

Family Counselling and
CDEW centres continued
their intervention in dom-
estic disputes, resulting in
28 families reconciling and
resolving differences bet-

ween spouses. In coordina-
tion with the Society for
Cyberabad Security Coun-
cil, a “‘Women’s Day Safety
Boot Camp’ was organised
for employees of CVM So-
lutions Private Limited in
the JNTU-KPHB area.
Around 50 women em-
ployees were trained in
self-defence techniques,
workplace safety and ways
to handle harassment. Pol-
ice also held extensive
awareness programmes
across Cyberabad, educat-
ing 3,852 people on issues
such as human trafhicking,
child marriage, cyber ha-
rassment, eve teasing,
stalking and cyber fraud.

Malkajgiri police arrest seven in cyber fraud cases

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The cyber crime wing of
the Malkajgiri police de-
tected four cases between
February 15 and February

21, 2026, leading to the ar-
rest of seven offenders in
connection with matrimo-
nial and investment frauds
that had pan-India links.
The police also facilitated
refund of ¥31,72,966 to vic-
tims through orders of the
competent court.

In the first case, three
persons identified as Thor-
ti Shashi Kumar, Thorthi
Vamshi and Gampala Sra-
van were arrested in con-

. | nection with a matrimonial

fraud in which fake Face-
book and matrimonial pro-
files were created in the
names of women to cheat
victims. The prime accused
lured a man through a social
media profile under the
name ‘Sonia’, sought money
on the pretext of illness and
later introduced another fic-
titious woman as a prospec-
tive bride. The victim was
threatened with a fabricated
death case and induced to
transfer ¥32,36,385 through
multiple transactions. The
accused were traced to Ra-
makrishnapuram in Man-
cherial district, where they
were found to have facilitat-
ed the transfer of funds
through bank accounts.

In the second case, Mir
Atiq Hussain Khan was ar-
rested for supplying bank
accounts to fraudsters in
an investment scam. A vic-
tim was promised two to
three times higher returns
on investments by a wo-
man identifying herself as
‘Rachana’. Between Au-
gust and October 2025, he
invested ¥49,50,000 based
on fabricated profit state-
ments. When he attempted
to withdraw the money, he
was asked to pay additional
charges and subsequently
lost contact with the fraud-
sters.

In the third case, two
identified as Kedari Krish-
na Kannaiah and Anaka-

pally Srikanth, were arrest-
ed for supporting an online
investment fraud by ar-
ranging bank accounts to
route cheated funds. A wo-
man was lured through a
work-from-home offer cir-
culated on Telegram by a
person posing as an em-
ployee of ‘Amazon Fi-
nance’. She was persuaded
to invest in online trading
packages and under va-
rious pretexts such as tran-
saction errors and taxes,
transferred ¥37,52,867 in
23 transactions. She re-
ceived only 10,127 in re-
turn, resulting in a net loss
of ¥37,42,470.

In the fourth case, Mad-
dugari Chandrakanth was

arrested in connection
with a matrimonial fraud
in which a fake profile was
created on a matrimonial
website. He contacted the
victim in 2024, gained her
trust by promising mar-
riage and posing as a busi-
nessman, sending fabricat-
ed documents and using a
VPN service to conceal his
identity. Between Decem-
ber 2025 and February
2026, the victim trans-
ferred ¥37,75,000 to his
and his wife’s bank ac-
counts.

Police have cautioned
the public against trusting
unknown callers, social
media advertisements and
online job offers.

Thunderstorm alert in
I8 districts tomorrow

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERAEBAD

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has is-
sued a thunderstorm alert
for 18 Telangana districts
on Monday.

According to the latest
India Meteorological De-
partment bulletin, thun-
derstorm  accompanied
with lightning is very likely
to occur at isolated places
in Adilabad, Kumram
Bheem Asifabad, Manche-
rial, Nirmal, Nizamabad,
Jagtial, Rajanna Sircilla, Ka-
rimnagar, Peddapalli,

Jayashankar Bhupalpally,
Mahabubabad, Warangal,
Hanamkonda, Jangaon,
Siddipet, Sangareddy, Me-
dak and Kamareddy
districts.

Partly cloudy sky
Hyderabad and its sur-
rounding areas for the next
24 hours will see partly
cloudy sky.

Hazy conditions are ve-
ry likely to prevail during
morning hours. The maxi-
mum and minimum tem-
peratures are likely to be
around 33C and 20C res-
pectively.
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Ban on hoardings, but

relaxed for a select few

Though govt. imposed a blanket ban on large advertisement hoardings in the city after property

damages were reported due to stormy weather, the prohibition was never implemented properly

Swathi Vadlamudi
HYDERABAD

blanket ban, im-

posed in the city al-

most six years ago,
on advertisement hoard-
ings more than 15 feet in
height, has been relaxed
multiple times with inter-
ventions from the State
government.

The ban was imposed in
2020, by way of a Govern-
ment Order, after signifi-
cant property damages
were reported due to col-
lapse of hoardings after
stormy weather. Keeping
public safety in mind, the
government had placed a
ban on large hoardings.

Never in full spirit
However, the prohibition
was never implemented in
full spirit, as could be seen
from the large ads being
displayed on Metro Rail
stations from a height
more than 15 feet.

In addition, the govern-
ment has issued orders on
multiple occasions subse-
quently, exempting adver-
tisements at certain loca-
tions in the city in isolated
instances.

And, no compelling rea-
sons were given in each in-
stance though they all flew
in the face of the aspect of
public safety as mentioned
in the orders banning the
hoardings.
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SEle:twe approach? Smr:e the time a Government Order banning large hoardings was issued in 2020,
the rule has been relaxed multiple times.

government issued orders
on March 15, 2024, relax-
ing rules and according
permission for display of
LED digital static advertise-
ment boards on foot-over-
bridges (FOBs) at LV Pra-
sad Eye Institute and also
Muffakham Jah College at
Banjara Hills, for a fee.
While initially the permis-
sion was given for six
months by the govern-
ment, extensions have
been given since then, for

the same ad agency.
The second instance the

ban was relaxed was
around the same time in

ing at KBR National Park.
The smart and mechanised
parking facility for two and
four wheelers was given
out to the agency on De-
sign, Build, Finance, Oper-
ate and Transfer basis, for
a concession period of 10
years, extendable by five
more years.

Inclement weather

On both occasions, the ban
was lifted at locations
where inclement weather
had earlier caused higher
damage by way of tree and
hoarding collapses, under-
mining the principle of pu-

“The ban has all along
existed only for small
players in the advertising
field, who would eke out a
living by displaying rooftop
advertisements. The go-
vernment has relaxed the
rules multiple times for ad
agencies with big money.
We were pushed out of the
city by the ban, and now,
with GHMC expansion, we
are being eliminated from
the scene. There should be
a comprehensive, equita-
ble advertisement policy
by the government,” de-
manded K. Ramesh of the
Telangana Outdoor Media

In the first instance, the  case of the multi-level park-

blic safety. Owners’ Association.
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e-Procurement Cell

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

o SPECIAL WORKS DIVISION, BUILDING CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT, Ranchi
CORRIGENDUM-2

e-Procurement Tender Reference No:- BCDVEE, Special Works Div, BCD, Ranchi-41/2025-26
Date:-06.02.2026, PR No-372536 Building(25-26).D, 79 PR No-373003 (Building) 25-26 (D) Proposed
Construction of Jharkhand Bhawan at Vashi, Navi Mumbai, Maharastra &4 | Hafed g & faferaf |
AT SRV g W o ¥er & forga fdawel Frega 8-

0 T0 Lk uq @l feiy e feey g HENfE ey
Hyderabad : 040-27155005 | | JeumEe W Mdel geeE @ e | 13.02.2026 17.02.2026 20.02.2026
07040 74747 B bk - ol B 7 - i B v
on sy || [ s oo | | e | B
email : advthyd@thehindu.co.in # fAfaaT e @ AR/ w53 ”ﬁgﬁzgﬁ ¥ w'”ﬁﬁzéﬂffh:t zq'nﬁﬁg?ﬁl

9y |9 o Femad vE |
PR 373454 Building (25-26) D

MNodal Officer, e-Procurement Cell,
Office of the Executive Engineer, Special Works Division
Building Construction Department, Ranchi
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constitutional and legal epicentre.

legal fraternity and gain valuable insights.

meaningful perspectives.

Date: 28 February 2026

Time: 10:30 am onwards
Location: New Delhi

For Registrations
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Scan the QR code or visit

Raising the Bar
In Legal Discourse

An impactful discussion forum
featuring India’s finest legal minds

Building on the resounding success of its inaugural
edition, The Hindu, in partnership with VIT School of
Law, VIT Chennai, presents Justice Unplugged
2026, now convening in New Delhi, the nation’s

The conclave addresses key questions, including
the impact of Gen Al on legal practice, fundamental
rights in the digital age, and improving access to
justice, offering aspiring lawyers, law students and
young legal professionals a rare opportunity to
engage directly with distinguished leaders of the

Join us for a day of inspiring conversations and
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CYBERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
O/o the Superintending Engineer, QBZ, Zonal Office, Quthbullapur,

Hyderabad. (Gmail: seqbz.ghmcZgmail.com)

NIT. No.03/SE/QBZ/ICMCI2025-26/

Dt: 21.02.2026
,?.'l Name of the Work Units

HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

e 4th Floor Swarnajayanthi Commercial Complex, Ameerpet, Hyderabad

Public Notification U/s. 15 (4) of HMDA Act. 2008

(G.0.Ms.No. 58 MA & UD Dept., dated: 13.02.2026)
In exercise of the powers conferred by Sub-Section (1) of Section 15 of Hyderabad
Metropolitan Development Authority Act, 2008 (Act No.B of 2008), the Government
hereby makes the following variation to the land use envisaged in the notified Revised
Development plan (Master plan) of erstwhile Municipal Corporation of Hyderabad area
(HMDA core area ), GHMC circle -X (old circle no. V), approved by the Government vide
G.0.Ms.No.363 MA &UD dt:21.08.2010
The site in House Property bearing Municipal No, 8-2-293/82/A/17A, on plot no. 17-A,
in Sy. No's. 403/1 (Old), 120 (New) of shaikpet village and Sy.No. 102/1 of Hakimpet
Village, situated within the approved layout of the Jubilee hills Co-operative House
Building Society Ltd., on Road No. 2, Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad, to an extent of 1031.32
sq.yds [ 862.82 sq.mts, which is presently earmarked for Residential use in the notified
Revised Development plan (Master plan) of erstwhile Municipal Corporation of
Hyderabad area [ HMDA core area ), GHMC circle -X (old circle no. V), approved by the
Government vide G.0.Ms.No.363 MA BUD dt:21.08.2010, is now designated as
Commercial use zone.

The details of the above are available in websites http://gazette telangana.gov.in// and

http://hmda.gov.in.// sd/-Chief Planning Officer (RR)

hmdS

HMDA

DIPR R.0. No.1201-PPICL-AGENCY/ADVTI/2024-25 Date: 21-02-2026

B HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

e 4th Floor Swarnajayanthi Commercial Complex, Ameerpet, Hyderabad

. Pub 5 (4) of HMDA Act. 2008

(G.0.Ms.No.56MAEUD Dept, dated 11.02.2026)
In exercise of powers conferred by Sub-Section (1) of Section 15 of Hyderabad
Metropolitan Development Authority Act, 2008 (Act No.8 of 2008), the
Government hereby makes the following variation to the land use envisaged in
the in the notified Metropolitan Development Plan MDP-2031 approved by the
Government vide G.0.Ms.No.33 MA, dt:24.01.2013 as required by sub-section
(1) of the said section.
The site in Sy.Nos. 373/AA, 372/AA/E/EE, 370/A/AA, 371/A/AA, 360/U,
372/A/U2, 369/E, 369/AA, 369/A, 374/A/AA, 372/U, 372/AA and 360/EE2
situated at Chandapur (V), Hathnoora (M) Sangareddy (D) to an extent of
52406.79 Sq.Mts which is presently earmarked for Conservation use zone in
Metropolitan Development Plan MDP-2031, notified vide G.0.Ms.No. 33, MA
& UD, dt: 24.01.2013 is now designated as Manufacturing use zone for setting
up unit for Manufacture of Drug Discovery Research, Drug Discovery under
‘Orange’ Category.

The details of the above are available in
http://gazette telangana.gov.in// and http://hmda.gov.in//.

5d/-Chief Planning Officer(PR)

Web sites

NATIONAL

SILK €XPO
DIRECT WEAVERS EXHIBITION & SALE

Ugadi & Wedding Special

ol Sathya Sai Nigamagaman
Srinagar Colony, Hyderabad

150+ certified weavers & best designers from all over India

Authentic & pure silk & cotton saree
only at weavers price from all over India

All latest variety & new design

Silk & Cotton Saree | Designer Wear | Ethnic Wear L
Kurti & Dresses | Fashion Jewellery | Handcrafted Textiles = ailliat gt

M: 9441987009 | Entry Free | All UPI Online [ Debit & Credit Cards Accepted

Supply and delivery of Floating Trash Callector Equipment, Transporiation & Installation,
Testing & Commissioning, Training to GHMC Staff and with the following specification
Mode of Operation- Diesel, Storage Capacity -Minimum 6 cubic meter, Collection /Cutting |
Width - Minimum 1.5 meters, Engine -40 HF Diesel and above, Hydraulic system -Hydraulic|
Pump, Motors and DC valve lever confrols with safety protection valves, Cutfer Knives-
Reciprocating minimum 75 mm and above stroke knives on either side and at bottom,
f(al Conveyor Belt - 55 304 Mon rust material, Discharge Height - Minimum 1.5m from water Each
level, Discharge Distance Minimum 2.00m from Barge stem, Lifting Hook- Hooks o be|
provided for loading and unloading for road transport and hauling in water, Hull Material
- Marine Grade Steel, Drafi- Suitable for shallow lakes, Mobility- Self-propelled / Remote |
{ Manual, Safety Features -Emergency stop, overload protection, Noise Level-Low noise |
operation, Corrosion Resistance- Suitable for polluted lake water, GPS Equipment -|
Equipment for tracking movement of machinery, Fuel consumption and speed/ working |
hours, Warranty Period of 24 months with supply of spares for a period of 5 years

TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS - TIRUPATI

2. MEDICAL DEPARTMENT WALK-IN-INTERVIEW
Walk-In-Interview will be conducted on 05-03-2026 at 10.00 AM in Central Hospital,
TID, Tirupati to engage CIVIL ASST. SURGEONS on contract basis to work in TTD
Hospitals, Tirumala / Tirupati for a period of one year. The MBBS Degree qualified and
eligible candidates profeessing HINDU RELIGION ONLY belonging to Andhra Pradesh
state shall apply. For details of Age, Qualification, ROR and all other instructions please
visit TTD Website: http://www.tirumala.org. Contact Phone Number: 0877-2264371.

MD-40021,/10/2025-PRO SEC{Adv.No.411) Date:21-02-2026 EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Annual Maintenance cost Which includes Periodical maintenance providing of Lubricants, |
(b} |Spare parts and Break down maintenance and Repairs elc Cost per Year (Excluding Taxes)| Year
The Cost of Annual maintenance should be quoted duly dedum]nq Ehe warranty tems.

Events For SL.No.1 to 2
Schedule Opening Date 230272026 @ 02.00 PM
Bid Submission Closing Date 23 0212026 @ 02:00PM
Technical Bid Opening Date 26/03/2026 @ 2.30 PM
Price Bid Opening Date 2610312026 @ 02:30PM

Address of the officer concerned Superintending Engineer, QBZ, Cyberabad Municipal
Corporation. Further details can be seen at https://tender.telangana.gov.in
Sd/- Superintending Engineer,

DIPR R.0.No.15805-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2025-26 Dt. 21.02.2026 K [VI{a1sTVI1EToIVIgre]y =N " ) [#

STATE BANK OF INDIA

otressed Asset Recovery Branch-2 (209435), H.No.1-8-563/1, 1st Floor,
Opp: Sandhya Theatre, RTC "X’ Roads, Chikkadpally, Hyderabad-500020.

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with
proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Motice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Bomower(s) and Guarantor(s) that
the below described immovable property mortgagedicharged 1o the Secured Credilor, the physical
possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of State Bank Of India, the Secured
Creditor, will be sold on " As is Where is"”, As is What is” and Whatever there is" on 31.03.2028,

DIPR R.O.No.15781-PP/ICLUADVT/1/2025-26 Dt. 21.02.2026

DIPR R.O. No. : 1199-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/1/2025-26 Date: 21-02-2026 Ralds

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA

“®) ROADS AND BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT
“e”- PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE
“e” NIT No. 01/CTN/DCE(R)/EE(R)/DEEX/AEEXII/2025-26,

Dt:20-02-2026
1. Online tenders are invited under the e-procurement platform in following Districts.
For (12) works under Plan-SH, Plan-MDR, Non-Plan, FDR-Mon-Plan & Deposit for an
amount of Rs.68.11 crores vide E-In-C[{R&B), SR, CRN & MD-TGRDC, e-NIT No.01/
CTN/DCE(RVEE(R)DEEX/AEEXII/2025-26, Dt:20.02.2026;

Sl. No| _ District_ Scheme | No of works Amount of Est Rs.In Crs
Road Work
1 |Adilabad SH-Plan 1 | 7.12
2 |Sangareddy Non Plan . ' 2.87
3 |Medak FDR- Non Plan 1 100
4 [Medak Non Plan 1 | 12.50
5 |Peddapally MNon Plan 2 I 1.82
_ 6 |Peddapally | Deposit 1 | 150
7 Mahabubabad MDR- Plan i s 40,30
8  |[Siddipet Non Plan 1 i 1.00
Total 12 I 68.11

2. Tenderers can download the tender Schedule and further details can be seen from
the e-market place i.e., “http:/tender.telangana.gov.in”. The last date of receipt of

tenders is 05.03.2026 up to 3.30PM.

Sd/- For Engineer -In- Chief (R&B),
DIPR R.0.No.15762-PP/CL/ADVT/1/2025-26 Dt. 21.02.2026

SR & MD-TGRDC

CYBERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
Patancheru Circle-46, Serilingampally Zone, CMC email: eec22.1.ghmciigmail.com
Quotation Notice

Quotation Notice No. Engg-11/CMC/PTC-C-46/2025-26, Dated: 18-02-2026.
On behalf of the Cyberabad Municipal Corporation, Patancheru Circle-46 sealed quotations
are hereby invited from reputed and experienced Supply and Fixing of Deco glass of 6mm

sandwiched to make 12mm of approved deco colour agencies
Quotation

Notice No Description of tem Quotation Dates
- |Supply and Fiing of Deco glass of 6mm|  gupmissionof | 20-02-2026 |
Engg-11 |sandwiched to make 12mm of approved deco| oy otations Start Date | 10,30 A M.
ICMC/  |colour made on extra clear glass, fixed on studs

PTC-C-46/ |or D bracket or F bracket on existing half height| Last Date of Quotations | 24-02-2026 |
2025-26, |partitions corners rounded including polishing Received Date 3.00PM.
Dated: [charges, including cost and conveyance of all ) ,

18-02-2026|materials including all labour charges etc., to| Orening of Quotations | 24-02-2026

complete the finished iterm of work to finished. Dale | S30PM. |

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Patancheru

Mis. Neplus Infrastructure & Projects Shri. R. Jaikanth and its Proprietor (| Borrower) #12-
13-161, Sai Mithra Ramana Classic Apariments, Tarnaka, Hyderabad - 500017

Also at - Smt. Ragi Suguna, Wio. Veda Prasad Ragi #1-9-285/3-1, 17 floor, Flat No.101,
Markandeya Residency, Ramnagar Gundu, Vidyanagar, Hyderabad - 500 044

Shri. R. Jaikanth and its Proprietor #1-9-285/3-1, 1" floor, Flat No.101, Markandeya
Residency, Ramnagar Gundu, Vidyanagar, Hyderabad — 500 044

Smt. Ragi Suguna, W/o. Veda Prasad Ragi #Flat No. D - 002, Ground Floor, D - Block,
H.No.12-13-1274, Aspen Complex, Street no.3, Tamaka, Secunderabad - 500 017 | Guarantor
and Mortgagor)

Recovery of Rs.66,00,000.00 (Rupees Sixty Six Lakhs Only) (with further interests, costs,
other charges and expenses thereon)

Circle-46, Sip Zone,CMC

IN DEBTS RECOVERY APPELLATE TRIBUNAL, KOLKATA
9, Old Post Office Street, 7th Floor, Kolkata - 700001

DY. NO.1466 OF 2025 ; APPEAL NO. 05 OF 2026
Arising out of 5.A. No.345 of 2019 in DRT-ll Hyderabad

The Authorised Officer. Union Bank Of India ... Appellant
Versus

M/S Vinayaka Paper Board Ltd. & Ors. ...Respondents
Pathi Vamshi Krishna Reddy ..Proforma Respondent

To.
M/S. Vinayaka F'alpar Board Ltd. Rep By M.D, D.No.404A, 4th Floor, Concourse
Apartments, Greenlands, Ameerpet, Hyderabad, Pin - 500016,
SUMMONS
1. Whereas the appellant has filed an appeal WS 18 of the Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
against the order passed by the Ld. Presiding Officer, DRT-Il Hyderabad and other
reliefs. You are hereby summoned to appear and file written statement before this
Tribunal at 10:30 a.m. or at such time immediately thereafter according to the conven-
ience of Tribunal on 23.03.2026 to answer the claim.
2, If you intend to file any documents, you may file the same with a list along with the
written statement,
3. You should file your registered address and a memo of appearance when you enter
appearance before the Tnbunal either in person or by a pleader { Advocate duly instructed.
4, Take notice that, in default of, your appearance on the day mentioned herein before,
the proceeding will be heard and determined in your absence.
Given under my hand and the Seal of this Tribunal on this 18th day of February, 2026.
Sd/- Registrar, Authorised to issue summons,
Debts Recovery Appellate Tribunal, Kolkata

Property ID :SBIN72055847492

Give short description of the immovable property with known encumbrances, if
any):Property No.1:All that piece and parcel of the Plot No.184 now marked as 184 B in Survey
Mo. 25 & 26 admeasuring 208 sq.yrds equivalent to 173.5 sg.mtrs situated at Mangapuram New
Housing Colony, Meerpet, R R District, Hyderabad and bound as follows - NORTH - Plot No.185
(New 70) , SOUTH =Plot No. 194 A({New 73A).EAST = Plot Mo, 187 (New 72) WEST = 24' Road
This property belongs to Smt Ragi Suguna, W/o. Veda Prasad Ragi, vide registered Sale Deed
Mo. 17521982 dated 30.04.1982, registered with SRO Uppal.

Property No.2:All that piece and parcel of the Plot No,194 A- 1 now marked as 194 A-1in Survey
Mo. 25 & 26 admeasuring 100 sq.yrds equivalent to 83.61 sq.mirs situated at Mangapuram New
Housing Colany, Meerpet, R R District, Hyderabad and bound as follows = NORTH - Plot No.194 B
SOUTH-Plot No.194 A EAST - Plot No.72, WEST - 24' Road

This property belongs to Smt Ragi Suguna, Wio. Veda Prasad Ragi, vide registered Sale Deed

Mo.1041/1983 dated 18.02.1983, registered with SRO Uppal.

Reserve Price: Rs.1,54,00,000/-

EMD: Rs.1 5,4[]![!!]'[!;'-
Bid Increment Rs.25,000/- with extension of 5 Mnts. Each.
Auction Date: 31.03.2026, Auction Time: 11.00 AM to 3.30 PM

For property details: please contact Shri, Pradeep Dakey, Chief Manager, Contact No.88864 40097,
9939416251 & Shri. Ravinder Mahanubhava - Manager Contact 3843906472.

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in State
Bank of India, the Secured Creditor's website: https:/f'www.sbi.co.infweb/sbi-in-the-news/auction
= notices. For Registration, EMD, Auction Details etc., visit https://baanknet.in of
the service provider: M/s PSBAlliance, e-Auction Portal: https:/f/baanknet.in &
Toll free Number: +81-8291220220, Mail ID: support.ebkray@psballaince.com.
Mote: Interested bidder may deposit Pre-Bid EMD with PSB Alliance one day before
thee-Auction. Credit of Pre-bid EMD shall be given to the bidder only after receipt of
payment in PSBAlliance's Bank accounl and updaling of such information in
thee-auction website. This may take some time as per banking process and hence
bidders, in their own interest, are advised to submit the pre- bid EMD amount well
in advance to avoid any last minute problem.

For any clarnfications or further details regarding other conditions of sale, the intending
bidders may contact the Authorised Officer, State Bank of India, Stressed Assets
Recovery Branch-2, Hyderabad, H.No.1-8-563/1, 1st Floor, Opp: Sandhya
Theatre, RTC "X' Roads, Chikkadpally, Hyderabad, Telangana State-500020.

Place: Hyderahad State Bank of India

BENGALURU SOUTH CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer, Traffic Engineering
and Mobility Cell, 2nd floor, 9th Main Road,
Jayanagara 2nd block, Bengaluru -560011

No:EE/TE & M Cell/BSCC/TEND /04/2025-26 Date:21-02-2026

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)

(Through GOK KPP Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in only)

The Executive Engineer, Traffic Engineering and Mobility
Cell (BSCC) on behalf of the Commissioner (BSCC),
invites online tenders from eligible and experienced
private operators for Hiring, Operation and Maintenance
of Self-Propelled Mechanical Road Sweeping Machines
on Per-Kilometer Basis for sweeping of identified roads
within the jurisdiction of Bengaluru South City Corporation.

S| Description

Hiring,Operation and Maintenance using latest Self
Propelled Mechanical Road Sweeping Machines
4 Nos. with capacity not less than 5 cubic meter and
with required Number of tipper trucks including manpower,
fuel, maintenance and all consumables, for a sweeping
length of 160 km of roads per day within Bengaluru
South City Corporation limits on per-kilometer payment
! basis (Package -1) in Zone-1 of BSCC.

Duration of Hiring, O&M-10 years,

EMD Amount in Rs.1,00,000/- through e-payment under
of the following i.e., online / RTGS / NEFT / OTC and
the balance Rs.42,00,000/- by e-Bank Guarantee/
Bank Guarantee /[FDR issued by MNationalized/
Scheduled Bank

Hiring, Operation and Maintenance using latest Self
Propelled Mechanical Road Sweeping Machines
4 Nos. with holding of Capacity not less than 5 cubic
meter and with required Number of tipper trucks including
manpower, fuel, maintenance and all consumables,
for a sweeping length of 160 km per day of roads within
Bengaluru South City Corporation limits on per-kilometer
payment basis (Package -2) in Zone-2 of BSCC.
Duration of Hiring, O&M-10 years,

EMD Amount in Rs.1,00,000/- through e-payment under
of the following i.e., online / RTGS / NEFT / OTC and
the balance Rs.42,00,000/-by e-Bank Guarantee/
Bank Guarantee /FDR issued by Nationalized/
Scheduled Bank

Calendar of Events : (1) Availability of Tender
Document in KPPP Portal in 23-02-2026 (2) Date and
Time of Pre Bid meeting will be held on 06.03-2026
at 3:00 pm (3) Last date & time for queries (Only
Through Online) on 06-03-2026 at 4:00 pm. (4) Last
Date & Time for receipt of tenders is 24-03-2026 at
4:00 pm. (5) Opening of Pre-Qualification Bid on
26-03-2026 at 4:30pm. (6) Opening Technical bid on
01-04-2026 at 4:30 pm. (7) Opening Financial bid
(if possible) on 04-04-2026 at 4:30pm.

Sd/- Executive Engineer (Zone-1&2)
Traffic Engineering and Mobility Cell

Date:21.02.2026, Authorised Officer,

M HY-HYE
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Matrimonial

BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER

BRIDEGROOMS WANTED

25/164 FAIR slim girl , M.S¢ Chemistry
only child , Debari Gon, parents |
Scientist / Prof} Chennai seeks educa-
ted brahmin groom. Ph: 7358591856

DELHI-BASED BANIYA girl, 34, 577,
Fair, USAHarvard Masters, MNC em-
ployed, Seeks welleducated Groom.
Ph: 9811278555

BEAUTIFUL CULTURED 33, 160cm, EU-
based professional (BLAMBA). Able
to relocate. Seeks compatible,
handsome groom, preferably wveq.

Lt T . RNy Rl

v HINDU EZHAVA girl, 26 yrs, 155
cm, Star Aswathy, PG, working in
reputed MNC. Native Thrissur, set-
tied Bangalore. Slim, good look-

- ing, upper middle class family,

arents working professionals.
king post graduate, Malayali
Ezhava El;n-nm, MNC employed, from
respectable, well sett family.
Send photo, full biodata WhatsApp:
9742221346, 9880220199,

NAMBIAR GIRL Msc PhD, bioinformat-
ics From Paris 17/5/89 first mar-
riage bom brought up works at hy-
derabad. 9603659465

Lang./caste no bar. CallWA 93456

34365

ELITE NAIDU family girl 52" slim
built born September 1996 Poosam
Kadagam, professionally qualified
MSc UK and premier Indian MBA work-
ing in corporate seeks groom from
equivalent community elite family
well educated professional with
liberal values from Indian metro
cities. Contact WA 7548822505

38Y, 174 cm, Fair, Scientist, Cen-
tral gowt, Mumbai seeking Chris-
tian Protestant, Well-settled,

Suitable groom. Ph. 9880439065

MUDHALIYAR, 35, Sathayam, Divorced,
No Issue, Bank employee's daugh-
ter. Suitable Groom  Needed.
9444406770

DKV, 29, Divorced, Female MD Radi-
ologist, chennal 8047118910

THONDAIMANDALA MUDALIAR Girl 39
Poosam two time divorce no child
B.Tech M.B.A working as Executive
in MMN.C at Thiruvellore seeks
well qualified and well employed
in Chennai only. Vegetarian Mu-
daliar or Vegetarian family boy
only.Ct:9381004883

KIND, BEAUTIFUL 46, well-educated,
soft-spoken UK-based professor.
Seeks well-read, compatible groom.
Able to relocate. Religion & commu-
nity no bar. Call/WA 9345 634 365.

NAIR, FAIR, good looking, age 38/
173, MBA, Thiruvonam, employed set-
led Chennai, seeks well settled
groom WhatsApp call: 9884872301

SUPER SPECIALIST doctor working
in Bangalore 34 years/155cms, fair,
slim seeks suitable groom with good
habits caste no bar ct - 9449010122

CHRISTIAN NADAR Girls BE, MS, Fair
27, Seeks Suitable Engineer,Wish
to Go to Canada. Ct : 73586 38363

OUR DAUGHTER '83/5'6" Hindu H1B
fellow from reputed med school,
very pretty friendly well man-
nered, now working as specialist
doctor in US. Seeking suitable doc-
tor groom from good family, work-
ing/ settied in US. Language caste
no bar, regst pic & full details
W: 9894651124

ALLIANCE INVITED for a Well-Educat-
ed, Professionally Settled Brahmin
lvengar (Vadakalai) Girl , 44 Cur-
rently in  Australia. Short  Mar-
nage with No Issues. Cultured,
Family-Oriented, Emotionally Ma-
ture, and Values Tradition Along
with a Modemn OQutlook. Profession-
ally Established, Independent, and

_ Believes in Mutual Respect, Compan-

HINDU NADAR, BE, Age 25/5'8", IT,
6 LPA Seeks in same caste, Em-
ploved in government or private

. with clean habits, good salary and

settled. Contact: 9003234049

v’ TN GOVT DR. MBBS MD Fair slim
23-02-90 Magaram Uthiradam 4 Chen-
nai Hindu Maidu Elite Business Fam-
ily seeks Dr, Class A officer,
Business Groom. Any Hindu FC/BC.
9841743266,

HINDU, 27, Widow, Caste no bar, Rich
[ affluent, BA, 30 lakhs, 8138 200412

HIHDLI, 31, Canada, caste no I:nalr,
B.Tech, 40 lakhs, 7356 483111

HINDU, 29, Divorced, caste no bar,
doctor, 50 lakhs, 8137 001255

HINDU, 34, divorced, NRI, BE, 30
lakhs, 8137 003550

GROOM WANTED SC (AD), 26yrs, CA,
Well Educated Family background in
Chennai. Contact: 9176491777

' HINDU, SC, Tamil, 26, 168, BBA
LLB.LLM, Lawyer,Capital Markets,
Mumbai seeks well educated Tamil
boys. ph:9152236196

TAMIL MUSLIM Bride 31/158cm.
MCA., AVP - Tech Lead, US bank,
BLR, 30LPA well-settled family, Seeks
Tamil speaking never married groom,

' similar background. Ct 90805 01299

BORN AGAIN Canadian Citizen Bride
29/153cm is locking for God Fear-
ing, Family Orented, Canadian or
American Citizen. Age 30-35, Pro-
fessional, have Biblical values
and Faith. Email Profile and Photo
o rvjplanning@gmail.com  Call:
96771 81606

ROMAN CATHOLIC MNadar 231167
B.Arch, working as Junior Modular De-
signer in Coimbatore Salary Rs.
300000 PA Seeks suitable Boy with O
MNegative Blood Group. 9442162159,

CATHOLIC VELLALAR 33171, MBBS,
MPH Step 1 passed in student visa,
USA Seeks groom from USA
9150153743

30 CSI Christian Doctor Seeks Doc-
tor /Bank (Class 1 Officer. Con-
tact 9894172123

CHRISTIAN, 27, BSc,
8137001255

50 lakhs.

CHRISTIAN, ADI Dravidar -33yrs,
MBES, Seeks Groom Doctor, Engineer
A 2 Officer. Ct : 9677257313

v’ MUSLIM GIRL 38 well mannered in-
vites qualified, working, unmar-
ried Tamil Muslim Groom. 9444235779

CSI NADAR Girl 28/173 B.com (CPA)
working in MNC Hyderabad, seeks
qualified post graduate {ani:} city
based groom working in Chennai,
Bangalore or Hyderabad. CNB.

- Ct:9884747500

SC/AD..1996 PG Employed at Dubai
looking for Groom preferably
working at Dubai..Cont: 6281424279

Alliance invited for well-settled, Good
Looking, healthy, educated Post-Gra-
duate girl{HIV+ve)Height-154cms, Age
- 25, from healthy background. See-
king suitable HIV+ve groom, well-sett-
led, active, and from good background.
Please contact: 9603744555

Mail id : nageshraob21 @ gmail.com
HINDU NADAR 26 yrs, 168 cm, Civil
Judge Seeks Bridegroom Below 30
yrs from Same Profession / Group |

! Group Il Officer in Tamilnadu On-
ly. CLI710209761 , 9840425972

CHRISTIAN 31 Fair Beautiful PG MNC
Chennai 15L/a. Prefer Well settled
Religious Christian boy. 9840345968

PILLAI PSYCHOLOGIST 26/174 keftai,
Slim Fair M.phill Clinical Psychol-
ogy seeks Good looking Well Quali-
fied Groom Subset Mo Bar Ct
9840194246

LOOKING FOR a suitable Bridegroom
for a vanniar gil, aged 28 yrs,
B.com B.L. Hons with ACS & em-
ployed in a big Corporate. Similar
profile  or other Professionals
with good family background based
in Chennai preferred - 9003199945
/ 9003035547

VANNIA KULAKSHTRIYA Girl, 32 years
155cm, MDS (Dentist), working as
Senior Lecturer in Chennai. Star
Moolam dpadam, DhanusuRasi. Con-
tact: 9382167197 / 9962781009

BRIDEGROOM WANTED

Age: 35/ 51" highly educated

self-employed,

Chennai from affluent family
seeks suitable life partner.

Must be Chennai Resident.
Whatsapp No. 98410 60505

Agarwal girl in

No Broker Please

Wanted Groom
Suitable Family
Match for Kshatriya Rajpoot girl 31/163
CMS, Business, Master’s from reputed
University, lives in Bhopal, Fatheris a
Businessman. Family is affluent with high
net Worth. Proposal expected from settled
Business/Political /Civil Servant Families.

Contact: 9425057871
(whatsapp)

ALLIANCE INVITED from professional

“ working in Dublin or European Union

for Hindu Adi Dravida Tamil girl 28 CA
trainee employed with Deloitte Dublin

beautiful slightly chubby. Caste and .

language no bar. Ct: 9148024495

VELLALAR / PILLAI 30 B.E.MBA (lIM)
AGM MNC Bangalore 30L PA Seeks
DOCTOR Officer Govt PSU IIM IIT NIT
Groom. CNB. 9994113213

SEEKING ALLIANCE for IM Qualified
qirl 28/165cm /35 LPA from Agamuda-
yar community. Vegetarian. Working
in Pune. The groom is expected to
be equally qualfied and earning.
Ready to relocate. Alliance from
other backward communities 1s also
ok. Call: 9969921961

MUDALIAR 24 BE, MBA 163Cm Good
Looking, well Settled Family,
Seeks Groom CNB Ct 8778514465/
7200866346

HINDU, 31, NMaidu, Divorced, Phd,
10crores, NRI. 8137001255

HINDU, 33, any caste, ME, 15 crores,
NRI. 8138900312

HINDU, 31, any caste, Canada, 20
croras, 9072777822

Hindu SC AD| Dravidar 38/157 cm PG
MBA. Govt. employee @ Chennai
divorce no child seeks suitable groom.
Ph: 87786 30870

TAMIL HINDU Nadar, B.Tech (CS)
working in Cisco, Bangalore, Rs 25LPA
31yrs/160cm |, Moolam |/ Dhanush
seeks groom with similar background.
Brokers excuse. Ph: 91768 00819

VELLALAR PILLAI, Non-Veq 28/166cm,
ME(CS). Senior Dev in leading Soft-
ware Co, Chennai. Kadagam/Poosam.
Seeking well-settled, professional-
Ig qualified groom (MNC / Govt/

usiness) from respectable family.
Send BHP to: sakthiservices26
gmail.com Cell: 87780 43772, 98840
99966

HINDU SC AD 33 MCA working Seeks
Suitable Groom CNB Chennai Ph
8610410886.

SC (AD), 28yrs, B.Tech, MBA, Elite
business family in Chennai, Seeks
Suitable Groom. Contact: 9710093999

GROOM WANTED Hindu MNadar, 25yrs,

M.sc (UK), Running Own Industries
Contact: 9841329471/ 9380791999

SC AD 24/M.A[Eng.]C.Govt. Job [Min-

isty of Defence] 1lakh p.m.
Govtor  PvtSeeks  Bridegroom.
Ph:7397674481

HINDU PILLAI, 28/163, MBES.M.S.,
fair, good looking. seeks groom Pred.
medical from allied communities. Con-
tact Parent 9344751704, 8248333214

AGE 42, 2nd marriage, Divorcee, No
Child. Seeks suitable Groom. caste
Mo bar. Ct: 7708700879 / 9841817000

ONLY DAUGHTER, 32, B.Tech{Hons),
DLL & AL, Sub Registrar (TN Gowt),
Father- Ex CRPF, Wealthy family
Gavara MNaidu seeks civil services—
IAS, IPS, IRS, Group 1-DC/DSP, Doc-
tor- MD/MS groom. Caste no bar.
9003450802

US BORN Hindu Saiva Pillai Doctor
il 30 years 54" from affluent
octor family seeks professional
boys from US with similar back-
ground and qualifications. Please
contact 91 9940141970 via WA or
EMAIL rmaomaha @ gmail.com

' WELL EDUCATED, 37, Divorcee

Seeks Compatible Groom. Caste No

~ Bar. Call / WA 9489635984,

THE=t2sm HINDU
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
xreriF?' and make appropriate enquiries to
satisty themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVWT LTD., the Publisher &
Chwner of this newspaper, does not vauch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products andfor services. In mo event can
the Cremer, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/fliable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
andfor damages for advertisemants in
this newspaper.
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SWATHI BE (Mech) MS (NUS) 28 yrs
158 5 years Experience abroad Work-
ing in MNC Bangalore Fair Slim in-
tercaste seeks any Professional
Groom 9363631558

GROOM WANTED Hindu Nadar, 29yrs,
MBBS, MPH (US), Elite business fam-
ily. Contact: 9841329471/
9380791999

GROOM WANTED Rich Mudaliyar,
27yrs. M.Arch, Running Own firm in

Chennai, Elite Business family
98952619776

SOZHIYAVELLALAR PILLAI Age 31 BE
(CSE) Working in Pvt Sector Chen-
nai, Seeks Groom Preferable from
PillaiMudaliar Age 31-34, BE Work-
ing In IT Field Employed in Chen-
nai / India / Abroad. Ct Gowdhaman
0342276143

Hindu, PR, MNov 89 born, B.Tech.,
MNC, Rs.100000/- seeks groom
Ct: 88036 70160

HINDU, PR, Oct 91 born, B.E., Public
Sector Bank Manager Rs.100000/-
seeks groom Ct:A9036 70160

SAIVA PILLAI, 28 /170cm, B.E, Work-
ing 16L/PA, Seeks same Caste, Well
Groom, aged 28 & 30 yrs. 9840315397

ionship, and Shared Values in
Marriage.Seeking a Suitable Al
liance From Groom Well-Educated,
Professionally  Settled  Brahmin
lyengar, with Good Family Values
and a Progressive Mindsel. Serious
and Genuine Inquiries Only.Email-go
da108@ zohomail.com.au

IYER BHARADWA. Sadayam 31 B.E MBA/
IIMC Working in Bangalore (M)
9490746676
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Ezhuthachan + lyengar GIRL
167 cm, from Bangalore 29,
Masters & Undergraduate
from prestigious US
university, studied & worked
in US, moved to India &
Working in Bangalore,
seeks well educated,
professionally established
groom (30-35) settled in India
or abroad & supportive of her
career. Girl's family
Respectable, well educated,
progressive, worked in
technology sector - settled
in Bangalore.
Send biodata & photograph
via WhatsApp to
‘-“ 9886128948, 4
(i¢ Email: kjayak@gmail.com ‘
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Require Groom
for (40vr-divorcee)
very fair and beautiful,
highly placed with
MNC Software
Professional
(presently living Abroad)
Secks Affectionate
Cheerful, Enthusiastic
Well Emploved Groom.

CONTACT

9843110021/9344829680

BRIDES WANTED

BE (Mech),MS (Product Design)/ PR
Sweden. Inviting proposals from
professionally  qualified  girls
with a similar background, aged 26-
29 yrs. Please email at sjm.val7@
gmail.com or contact at 6381070174

SMART MATURE 27, 178cm, well-edu-
cated (double MS), EU-based profes-
sional. Affluent business family.
Seeks compatible bride. Community/
language no bar. CallWA 93456
34365

THEVAR. 34/182. B.
Arch.(NIT,Trichy) & M.
Des.(NID.Ahmedabad). From an afflu-
ent family. Owns a furniture de-
sign studio at Auroville. Seeks a
bride from a decent & educated fam-
ily. CNB. ot 9361864646,
8826238294,

36 YRS, B.Tech mgr gowt Bank
salary 1.5 LPM owning properties
in Ch, Seeking alliances CNB.
9940507235

L i & L

AD/42 DIVORCEE Fair MS Engineering
(PhD in US) 12 Lac/PerAnnum. Needs
Employed Bride / CNB.Ct: 7358485802

SMART 51YRS divorcee, |ssueless,
high salary seeks partner wio is-
sues.caste no  barNo demands.
Ct:9841672014

MENON, 43/175 cm, Engineer and Aca-
demic professional, based in Mo-
hali seeks a suitable alliance.
WhatsApp:+91-8281312832

38 DIVORCEE (no issue), 43LPA,
IIT, Mumbai, Bengali,Brahmin, 6t
1, Doctor preferred, ¢t 9634266197

SINCERE, ACTIVE 50, 173cm,
successful business owner, widower,
responsible father (2 independent
sons, 21+).Seeks compatible bride.
Religion /CNB. Call / WA 93456 34365

DOCTOR MD 33 mutual divorced in-
tercaste Hindu - Christian Caste No
Bar. Seeks Doctor other degree willing
to settle in Trichy city. No expectation.
Ct: 98430 75979.

HINDU VELLALAR 28/174, MEBS,
Pillai,  Rich, Fair,  undergoing
Emergency Medicine, own Nursing
home at the heart of the city, renowned
professional parents seeks very fair,
beautiful Doctor Bride. Caste no bar.
Ct: 75983 84925 ( 95978 65332

Hindu, SE{AI‘E‘:}'), 28/170cm MBBS, MD
Final year Chennai. Seeks Good
Looking Doctor Bride below 27 yrs.
CNB Ct: 9841897953 / 9710668449

CHRISTIAN, 2nd marriage, MBBS,
20crores, 7356 483111,

TAMIL MUSLIM M.E. Graduate of 29
yr old working in Chennai. Seeking
bride of age 23-27 B.E or any mas-
ter degree, working or wiling to
work. Ct: 9361134612

94884

BRIDE WANTED

26 year old Doctor groom, US Citizen
from affluent doctor family
is looking for suitahle bride,
preferahly from Kongu Vellala Gounder/
similar community living or
willing to move to US.

WhatsApp on

70259

KERALITE NAIR 36yrs 168cm Btech
Manager. Canara bank Manipal. Mod-
est and Godfearing girls. Conve-
nient, WhatsApp message Father
7012087429

19851 75CM, 50 Lakhs PA, Never Mar-
ned, Bangalore. WhatsApp: 96290
12248

Brahmin Boy 1996 / 178 cm/ MBBS /
MD Pursuing/ looking suitable match
early Marriage Call: 9791791603

BRIDE WANTED Hindu MNadar 39yrs,
BE, Divorce, Elite business famil
in Australia Ct:9841329471/
9380791999

Sunday, February 22, 2026
HYDERABAD
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THULUVA Vellala Mudaliar / Maidu

¥y 33/ 182 cm , B.E. Teetotaler, well

settled Chennai based wealthy family
seeks suitable bride. Ph: 98410 36017

SC HINDU UK PR 29Yr, any Jathagam,
Good Job+Busines 80Laks P.A Normal
Girl Ok Want to go to UK 7358638363

CHENNAI, MUDLR PhD Tetolr Di-
vorced, 42yrs.GM Chess Govt 2Lac /
mth. Educ Simple Any Cast, girl
9864171419

Senguntha Mudaliar, Kettai, 311175
IFS{Forest)Officer,well educated family
seeks Doctor Bride. CT:944 3428948

AGE 48, 2nd Marriage, Working in
Hospital at Qatar. Suitable Bride
who wiling to come Qatar. Ct
+97433840227 / 94983268263

AGAMUDAIYAR, UTHIRAM/KANNI
36/180, BE, HRM, Job at Canada,

Canadian Citizen. He will be in India
March, April'2026, seeks BE,Nursing,
any degree bride.CNB. Ct:9442993042

AGAMUDAIYAR UTHIRADAM 35/180

| B.Tech, TCS, Hyderabad, 2Lpm, seeks

CHRISTIAN, 29, MBA, Private,
50 lakhs. 9048444858

CHRISTIAN, 31, Rich, 70 lakhs,
Doctor, 2nd marriage. 8138900470

MUSLIM, NRI, 25, Rich, 45 lakhs.
a072777811

CHRISTIAN, 27, NRI, 18 crores, Rich.
8138900652

SUPER SPECIALITY Doctor, affluent
family, never married, Tamil speak-
ing Muslim34, 178cm  working
abroad. Looking for  suitable

bride. Whatsapp 918870279396

BRIDE WANTED

Renal Transplanted,
Living normal life on Medication.
Suitable educated girl including divorcee

without Kid may respond to
Whatsapp No. 98410 60505

Age: 37 / 5'2" highly educated BE / MBA,
Agarwal, well settled in Chennai,
Affluent Family.

No Broker Please

Equally Qualified bride, Caste Mo Bar.
Contact:3220984 182

HINDU, SC, Arunthathiar, Age 25, 1AS
UPSC) seeking suitable bride.
ontact: 9976716805.

40 BE Mudaliyar Chennai Asst Manag-
er, Private. 15t Marriage. Decent

Background Ct: 8610518808,
9952010118

MUDALIAR 28180 Handsome MBBS MD,

Chetinadu Hospital 2400000.PA,
Elite 40.CR, CNB. 9043931629,
9043987029

MAIDU MAY 2000 bom, MBBS MD,
Star Visakam, Rasi Thulam Groom
seeks MBBS, MD (Clinial or Non clini-
cal studying) BE, MDS Bride.
Ct: 94430 50715/ 94873 00758

HINDU NADAR, 25yrs, MBBS, MS,
Elite business family, Seeks Suit-
able Bride Contact: 9841329471/
9380791999

BRIDE WANTED Mudaliyar 31yrs,
B.Tech, Promoters with Own con-
struction, Elite Family in Chennai
6385293227

SC AD 29, M.Tech, Software Engi-
neer working in MNC Chennai seeks
suitable  employed Bride. Ct
8939177665

EliteMatrimony

Personalized & Confidential Service for the Elites

Contact: 6366530343

&

Largest Pool of
True Elite Profiles

www.elitematrimony.com

ELITE BRIDES WANTED

PILLAI, 25, 180 cms, Design
Engineer. Lives in USA. Family is
financially well off. Looking for an
amiable match from similar
community, Contact: 6366530343

BRAHMIN IYENGAR, 25, 178
cms, B.Com, Businessman. Lives
in Chennai. Family is financially
well off. Looking for a suitable
match from similar community.

VANNIYAR, 30, 173 cms, MBA,
Businessman. Lives in Singapore.
Father is a Businessman. Family is
financially well off. Looking for a
like minded match from equivalent
community. Contact: 6366530344

Dedicated & Experienced
Relationship Managers

1@

Most Successful
Elite Service

o

ELITE GROOMS WANTED

BRAMHIN IYER, 28 , 160 cms,
PGD Genetic Counselor. Lives in
Chennai. Family is financially well
off.
from any community. Contact:
6366530343

CHETIYAR 32, 175 cms, MS,
Consultant. Lives in Chennai.
Family of professionals. Looking for
a suitable match from equivalent

community in India. Contact:
6366530344

VANNIYAR, 24,
Entrepreneur. Lives in Dharmapuri.
Business class family. Looking for
an amiable match from similar
community in India. Contact:
6366530344

MUDALIAR REMARRIAGE 36/163cm Beom

Chennai seeks professional groom
chennai 9884858014

MUDALIYAR SUBCAST BDS 34years well
Settled Family. In and Around Chen-
nai. Ct: 8637481104 & 9486531194

Tamil Beautiful Girl' 1993 born/
Chennai/ MBBS | pursing MD looking
suitable match. Call: 9791791603

HINDU NAIR 31/168 MTech PhD Aus-

tralia seeks wellseitled profes-
sional  CNB Australia only
Geetham9884858014 '

Hindu Tamil AD 27, MA (Eng), Ph.D.,
Asst. Prof., Chennai, seeks suitable-
groom.CNB.9444441495, 7904040791

SEER KARUNEEGAR (Vveg)

Age 28 years good looking bright Bride
Unmarried MS (IT) Software Engineer
& UiUx Designer USA / New York City is
looking for Suitable Unmarried
Bride Groom (Veg) Doctor / Engineer
Working in USA base from

South India. Caste no bar.

Ct : 9486171087 / 9443161587 / 9500883162

BRIDEGROOM WANTED
SENGUNTHA MUDALIAR,
40 yrs, 154 Cms, B.E., MBA.,
M.S. (Boston) U.S.A.,
Hastham, Kanni,
Sr.Manager in RBC in Canada.
Family is well settled - Looking
for affluent family match
in Sengunthar / Agamudaiyar /
Vellalar in INDIA | USA | CANADA

9843092595

DKV HINDU Pallan 29 MBBS Doctor
Aswini Mesham Father Mother Doctor
Seeks Doctor Only. 9443151045,
0442924441,

MUDALIAR 25/165 Fair, Beautiful,
Slim, MBES, MD Doing, Affluent Fam-
ity, CNB. 9043991629, 9043987029

HINDU VANNIYAR 37 years MBA,
LLB, builders, MITHUNAM-THIRUVAT-
HIRAI Well qualifide bride TINDIVA-
NAM Ct: 9884637555

CASTE NO bar, 25yrs, BE, Elite
business family, Seeks Suitable
Groom Contact: 9952619776

CASTE NO Bar, 25yrs, MS (UK),Well
Educated background & Landiord,
Seeks Suitable Groom Contact
6385293227

Father Seeks well-
qualified Divorcee Groom
from Elite Decent Family

for Divorcee Daughter
Hindu Naidu 37 yrs,160

cm fair good looking,
with a 13 year son from
well-to do family.

Caste no bar.
Interested Pls email:

wedlock1666@gmail.com

Hindu SC/AD Age 38 BE Software
Engr. in TCS, Chennai. Rs.1.40Lak/pm
seeks suitable Qualified Employed
Groom. Ct: 9952147216 / 8838034943

GROOM WANTED Kamma Naidu, 29yrs,

B.Tech, Elite Industrial back-
ground in  Chennai  Contact:
6385293227

RICH MNAIDU, 35yrs, MBBS, MS, Run-
ning own Hospitals in Chennai,
Seeks Suitable Groom Contact:
6385293227

44 Yrs /165cm/SWE/Bengaluru. OC/
Caste no bar, seeks Engineer/Doctor/
Professional Groom. Ct: 9182734077

GROOM WANTED Rich Maidu, 30yrs, Di-
vorce, MBAwell educated back-

ground in  Chennai.  Contact:
9962791888

NAIDU 26/167 Beautiful, MBBS MS,
Miot Hospital 150000.PA, Affluent
Family, CNB. 9043991629, 9043987029

SUNNI MUSLIM, Mever married, 41/
165cm, Tall, MS, PhD, MBA (all de-
grees from the USA), senior pharma
Al executive, well settled in the
US. Seeks sunni muslim Groom
preferably never maried or wid-
owed/divorced with no Kkids, 41-
S50yrs old, well educated & well
seftled in the US. Ct:9840270993/
Email.riazur12 @gmail.com

SMU 1996 born Bride 163 MBBS-2022
Vizag seeks Groom (Doc/Engr/Profsnl)
Ph: 9291328326 (Bride's Grandpa).

Looking for a suitable match

163 cms,

=S

Pioneers of Elite Matrimony
Service in India

Call for Free Consultation @ 99629 76000

Vanniyakulla Kshatriya Boy 1997

Born/ 178 em/Only Son /Businessman/
Income 5Cr Above. Call: 9940571018

ALLIANCE INVITED for my Son, 29
Years, 183cm Tal. PG in Eco-
nomics. Hindu, Kerala, Thiyya.
Lead Data Engineer - MNC. Annual
Income from job 30 lakh. Family
Manufacturing business in Chennai
with Annual Revenue in excess of
15 Cr. A Mechanical engineer from
a business family will be a good

match. E mail: paloran.m@gmail.com
600046704

EZHAVA DOCTOR, Makam,
01.06.1998, 163cm/T4KG, second ye-
ar PG (DNB-General Medicine), Father
Business man, Mother Teacher, Sister
Doctor, place Thiruvananthapuram.,
Well financial back ground. Seeks alli-
ance from Doctor or other professional
fair girls. 9895115800.

Menon, 27/ 168cm, Chennai based,

Educated, MNC Employed, well sett-
led, seeks suitable Bride. Email Id:

mbmadhu38 @gmail.com. Whatsapp
+6281574513228

NAIDU, 321180CM, BTECH, MS,
Pooratathi, Research Engineer work-
ing in Sweden, call: 9566682220

SEEKING ALLIANCE for Punjabi Boy,
Chennai, 33 years, working as HR
in UAE. Please Call : 98404 25480

CNB BC 40 1st Marriage Astham Kani
MBA Finance 1.5L pm Suitable Bride
Required Parents Gontact 3444735240

CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar 29yrs MS holds
140 status well settied in USA &
India seeks same community stu-
dent, H1B Visa, or Citizen. Ct.
9382266099

TAMIL MUSLIM 28/174 MD Radiology
seeks prof qualiied bride Ct
8220042091 mdullahsafi@ gmail.com

CHRISTIAN, 35/ 170cm, Divorcee,
BE. M.S (USA) Work Permit. Look-
ing for a Sutable Bride working
at USA Ct: 9003212573

CHRISTIAN, 25, Bornagain, NRI, 30
Crores, 8138 900316

, MUDALIAR 31 yrs/175cm , BE.MS,

TAMIL PILLAI MCA 45/180CM
working MNC in US divorcee no child
6 lakhs per month, looking for a bride
from decent fmly. CNB. 98943 44178

HINDU NADAR, 29/168, SWE, 25L pa,
from an Educated, Well Settled Mu-
clear Family Seeks Suitable Bride.
Whatsup BHP 9841200165

MUDALIAR 56 Ph.D Aboard return
Business divorcee no  Issues sk
suitable bride around 45 age CNB
0500367269

BALIJA NAIDU, 33/175, MBA, Moolam:
Thanusu, Fair, Teetotaler, Soft-
ware Engineer, Income 10LPA, well-
setled. Innocent Divorced, Issue
Cleared. Seeks educated, fair,
well-settled bride without condi-
tions from upper/middle-class fami-
ly. 9941012116

MUDALIYAR 35 yrs / 165 cm B.Tech
Msc, Revathy / Meenam.Well Paid
Job In ermany.CL.2442135216,
8015435216

50YR PILLAI Divorce 180cm Own
House &Business Seek Gd Family Gd
Character 35-45yr of Bride CNB
g790228185

BRIDE WANTED Rich Mudaliyar,

35yrs, B.Tech, MS, Well Educated

Family Contact:

6385203227

background

MUDALIAR 30, BEMS 178cm Smart
Look 36Lacs PA Well Settled Family
Seeks Bride CNB 8778514485/
7200866346

REDDY BOY, ME, 46/ Purattadi, reli-
gious, non smoker, non alcoholic
divorcee, Manager in leading MNC,
owning house & flat, 20 lakhs p.a.
seeks suitable Hindu bride
Cte985792075

GOLDSMITH 37/175 V.Fair Business
2L.PM Wife Expired. Well Settled
Seeks Middle Class Gil. CNB
7305436068

TAMIL, PURE Vegetarian, 47 State
Govt Officer -12L PA. First Mar-
riage. Seek Caste no Bar only Vege-
tarian. Call/'WA - 89037 47433

HINDU NADAR, 25yrs, MBBS, doing
MS(General Surgery). Doctor Parents
seeks suitable MBBS/ studying MBBS
Bride. Ct: 94437 51221

LOOKING FOR a bride for my son who
is 52 years old Hindu, US Doctor,
Mever married, US Citizen. Please
text me WhatsApp , Mo caste.
Geetha 318-465-4292,

GOUNDER, 47yrs, B.Sc, Rohini Star
Own Business, Income Rs.1 Lakh PM,

Property 2Crores, seeks Bride any
OBC Community. CT: 9840878715.

BRIDE WANTED Rich Mudaliyar,
29yrs, MBBS, MS, Elite Business

Family in  Chennai.  Contact:
6385283227

HINDU, DIVORCED, 32, caste no bar,
30 crores, NRI, 9048 444858.

HINDU, 27, USA, caste no bar, 20 cro-
res, MS, 9072 777811

BRIDE WANTED Hindu Nadar, 28yrs,

BE, Elite business family in Chen-
nal, Contact: 9841329471/
93807919499

ALLIANCE INVITED for our son, aged
29 years, residing in Coimbatore,
height 157cm, BE graduate, runs
his own industry manufacturing met-
al parts, Hindu Viswakarma. The
bride should hal from a decent,
educated family. Caste no bar. Con-
tact number: 7200771144

HINDU MUDALIAR Marine Engineer
40yrs Naga Dosha Own House Chennai
Well ftled Seeks Bride.Ct:
0444532266

MUDALIAR/ THULLUVA Vellalar, 28,
BTech, MBA, Poosam, Only son, 164
cms, Business, Well settled in
Coimbatore, Own Properties, Seek
Bride. Sub Sec No Bar, 9841273353,
9841300229

Chithrai, Senior Software Develop-
er working in Sweden seeking an ed-
ucated, working bride from cul-
tured Tamil family, willng to re-
locate. whatsup 9444347397

IYER VADAMAL Rohini 66 Six Lac PA
Divorcee Gid Varan Below 35 Age
To Give Bith to Child i
9444191969

SC/AD, DIVORCED groom, 34,BE, TCS-
20L Per Annum, Kadagam, Ayilyam.
Seeks Employed Bride Divorced
never Maried / Widow. Cast No
Bar.Ct: 9789895880

HINDU, BRAHMIN Kaashyapa, Rohini/
BDS/Dentist/30 years/170cms based
in Chennai, own house, is seeking
a girl, age difference 1-5 years
Vegetarian, Any Brahmin / Saiva
Pillai [/ Saiva Mudaliyar Gid,
good family background. Contact:
8668127702

v’ TAMIL IYER Ambitious Groom
seeks suitable girl below 40yrs.
Boy 5.7ft, working as R&D Engg.
Fair & Good looking. Ph 98402 11194

MUDALIAR /BRAHMIN 28 Boom MA 175¢m

chennai seeks slim graduate pil-
lai, Brahmin ok (Geetham

9884858014

Seeking BRIDE

for Bridegroom
Hindu, Kulalar/Udayaar,

44 yrs, 170 cms, M.Tech,
IT professional, Caste

open for discussion.
First Marriage Only

CT: 93842 76066

God Fearing Rich Family,

Vanniyar Padayatchi

Settled in Tiruchirappalli

invites Proposal for

their 3rd Son

Dr. ARUN PRASANNA
MBBS, MD

Rasi - Kanni Star - Uthram

Age 29, Fair, Owns a

Luxury 4 Star Hotel

(Hotel Vijayarani)

Opp. Govt. Hospital,

Trichy. Besides Many

Assets.
NO BAD HABITS.

Seeks Equal Status
Bride.

Caste No Bar
Parent Contact

94431 24712

ramalingaji@gmail.com

VISWAKARMA 31 Yrs M.Tech (lIT)
SWE Bangalore, 50 LPA, Seeks well
seftled working Bride. Ct : 9444302810

Vanniyakula Kshatriya 27/175 B.Tech
MBA Magam / Simmam working at
Bangalore well educated family settled
in Chennai. Seeks Suitable fair, educa-
ted, Professional Bride.Ct:9884244151

Mudaliyar 33, 174 cms, Engineer
Employee @ Hyderabad. Family is well
off. Looking for a suitable bride from a
well settled family. Contact - 98845
13749

HINDU NADAR 37/169%m BE
Software Chennai  Visakam seeks
bride. Brok excuse. CNB. 93848 59697

Tamil Boy (Mudaliar) 1997 born /178
em/ MS in Engineering’ Working in
Newyork / 4Cr. Call; 9940571018

Tamil Boy 1993 Born/ Having Busi-
ness of Hospitals!/ Only Son [/ looking
B'ful Girl Call: 9940570961

BALIJA MAIDU, Age-47 Unmarried
MBA., Rohini / Rishabam MNC 19L PA.
Chennai. Caste No Bar. Ct
9094035781

REDDIAR 39 B.E (Yarn Trading) Rs.1
Lakh PM Caste no bar seeks good loo-
king Bride. 9443821427 [ 9442721427,

TELUGU VANNAR, 41, MBA, Kanni,
Astham, AGM in MNC, 30 Lac.PA, Any
Telugu Caste no Bar. Ct: 98947
77505,

BRIDE WANTED Rich Maidu 30yrs
B.Tech MS Own school & complexs
Elite business family in Chennai
6365293227

HINDU Aryavysya Telugu-Vegetarian
37yrs/179%cm, wvery good looking,
working in a Bangalore based firm with
WFH option,Monthly Income-2.5 Lacs,
Divorcee, seeks suitable Bride in
Tamilnadu. CT:9042593341.

AGE 45 MCA Sadhayam,Kumbha rasi
Fair Software Engineer seeks suit-
able Bride, casle no bar. PH:
9894670293

BRIDE WANTED Rich Naidu 46yrs,
M.Tech, Divorce, Own Hospitals &
Own colleges in Chennai Con-
tact:6385293227

NAIDU 30/185, Handsome, MBBS MD,
SRAM Hospital, 3000000.PA, Elite,50.
CR, CME. 9043091629, 9043987029

NAIDU 28 Fair 174 MCA Business 12L
PA seeks Qualified Co working Busi-
ness  minded  Life  Pariner.
9444523941

Muslim Boy 1292 Born/ MBBS/ MD /
Doctorf is looking for a suitable match
Contact No: 9940570609

BRIDES &

GROOMS WANTED

Tamil, 32Yrs, Son, ME, MBA 17 LPA;
Daughters, 29Yrs, B.Tech, MBA 13
LPA, IT & 26 Yrs Bsc seek suitable

Bride & Grooms, CNB, Ct:9441677205

MARRIAGE BUREAU

US UK Canada All Caste Religion
15l Marnage Remarriage.
CL:8248757840

EDUCATIONAL

AKV PUBLIC SCHOOL

Mallasamudram, Namakkal DT.
Tamil Nadu. Cell: 9790386387

TEACHERS WANTED
(2026 - 2027)

Experienced TGT/PG Teachers for
ENGLISH, MATHEMATICS,
PHYSICS, CHEMISTRY,
BOTANY & ZOOLOGY

Apply Email:

akvcorrespondent@gmail.com

Offline or Online mode of
Interview will be conducted

Expecting salary will be availed
for the deserving candidates

_ VACANCIES |
St. John’'s
W~ Public School

Veerathammaon Koil Street, Jallodionpet,
Perumbakkam, Chennai-600 100.
Ph: 2981 5142 / 98403 42122.

Invites qualified and experienced
candidates for the following posts.

hiblical study f(only for Christian
students) - Graduates, with
additional degree in theology
/divinity, experienced in Sunday
classes & VBS as full time teacher
preferred ! Salary Rs 40,000/ -

| Rindergarten (ady feacher sl
30 years of age - exclusively for KG
Classes , too good in spoken English

schooling in English Medium, and
holding a regular Graduation with

Montessori/ Kindergarten
certification must. Freshers can also
apply! Safary Rs. 25,000 to
28,000/- depending on the
ertise and experience.

post graduation in
MNursing , ability to teach Health
Education to students ( Classes 6 to
10 ) and to be the caretaker for the
health records of students. Salary
Rs 40,000/-
| Lady Teacher JraineesQELLIENS
! Post Graduates through English
Medium , good in spoken English
with or without B.€d. as Teacher
Trainees - full time / part-time can
apply. Age within 35 years!
emuneration based on qualification
expertise and hours to be engaged.
| Spoken English Trainer
Candidates who have the
qualification ( must ), expertise and
the curriculum (proven strategy)/
course materials can apply. Gents /
Ladies within5 years of age. Salary
to decide across the interview.
Apply with detailed resume with Chennai
address (outsiders, if willing to relocate)

satislying the eligibility terms can apply
on or before 6th of March "26.
Send updated Resume to E-mail
rkishoref@sjps.edu.in

Dr. R. Kishore Kumar,
Correspondent, St. John's Public Schools

M HY-HYE
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CENTRAL RAILWAY SOUTH CENTRAL RAILWAY FORM NO.14 [See Regulation 33(2)]
SOLAPUR DIVISION Follow us on % @SCRailwayindia Details of the Tender Notices of OFFICE OF THE RECOVERY OFFICER-I
ELEETR';*"‘_‘L WORK _ 5.C Railway can be seen on our website : www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in DEBTS RE cqu RY TRI Bu NAL
The Senior Divisional Electrical = f Part Time Dental S in Central | _ (Department of Financial Services,
Engineer, General, Central Railway, ngagement of Part Time Dental Surgeon in Centra g Ministry of Finance, Government of India)
Solapur, for and on behalf of the Hospital, Lallaguda, Secunderabad = 31-31-21. N Bh Sai Baba Street
President of India invites online e- on Contract Basis : GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, MINISTRY OF FINANCE, Dah:,‘g::ggﬁgaw5::3;;;;{;3:1'_53‘““ oo,
tenders on Railways e-procurement NOTIEICATION ! .
website www.ireps.gov.in from| | | oo 4 Central Railway invites applications from eligible candidates for the DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL SERVICES DEMAND NOTICE
rEelmr;t?di exr:t:eréti.ncid 31 Lfmlilans-.ad past of Part Tane Dental Surgean (PTDS) in Certral Hospital, Lallagudsa an DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL -2 - AT HYDERABAD (NOTICE UNDER SECTIONS 25 TO 28 OF THE RECOVERY OF
ks, Tender No.: SURILIT/2024/| || contract basis for a period of ane year. 1# Floor, Triveni Complex, Abids, Hyderabad - 500001. Ph: 040-24756467. DEBTS & BANKRUPTCY ACT, 1983 AND RULE 2 OF SECOND
y
u;Dnir::a;_ ;l:r::r Di:n{én?aﬁfé_gggigi e e SALE PROCLAMATION - CUM-E-AUCTION SCHEDULE TO THE INCOME TAX ACT, 1961)
general service portion of work in ' : : = - RC/363/2020 10-09-2024
connection with upgradation of Wadi z;:f posts Ed::atfgfca:atdc:rzl ;ELZ?:ZEE}m ST 35058 RP No.1124 of 2024 Date: 11.02.2026 Bank of Baroda (e-Dena Bank), Kakinada Branch, East Godavari District.
yard. (Reinvitation) Estimated cost in Educational BDS/MDS with internship with minimum 3 years of PROCLAMATION OF SALE UNDER RULES 38, 52(2) OF SECOND SCHEDULE M/s. Vinayaka Traders & others
Rs.: 1,17,77,433.48/- Bid Security: Qualifications & | experience after registration with Dental Council of THE RECOVERY OF DEBTS DUE TO BANKS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS ACT, 1993. To:
2,08,900/- Completion Period: 12 Experience India/Dental Council of state. (CH 1) State Bank of India, Stressed Asset Management Branch, Secunderabad Branch,5th Floor, Rear Block Hmwssh Compound D 1Y M/s. Vi i . ;
e kel ; . - e ! ! e} : - . Vin Tr Rep. Managing Partner, Sri.
Months Validity of offer: 60 Days Date Preference will be given to candidates having a Postgraduate D.No. 6-2-915, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-500004 Rep.By Its Assistant General Manager, ...Certificate Holder (Ch-1) C'EEru:{uar];?l‘:::ru ;::E :* E MEE at?: rﬁ' 11]35 Eag;u%ri g:i ; il’msin:;
& time of tender closing on website: degree and to those having more experience. i ~ i i - i : : ; ' ' et
oy b Bo mﬂ et . il €9 o7 v g F"E’. ; __ (CD 1) M/s Pallavi Enterprises Rep.By Its Managing Partner, D.No.6-22, En_lhepadu. U.lpayawada 521108 Mill, Opp-IOC Petrol Bunk, Etukuru Road, Guntur District-522003
Security cost shall he seid thmulgh o-| | | The candidate fulfilling all the eligibility conditions may submit their application (CD 2) Girija Modern Rice Mill Rep.By Its Managing Partner, D No 8-22, Enikepadu, Vijayawada-521108 (CD -2) Sri Maddineni Sudhakar, S/o Sri M. Rama Rao, Partner of M/s
payment on www.ireps.gov.in||| " the following google form link. https:/ftinyurl.com/PTDS-Application (CD 3) Smt.Tatikonda Savithri, W/o Viswanatham, D No:29-2-12, Rama Manciram Street, Eluru Road, Vijayawada -520002. Vinayaka Traders, H No. 8-2-293/82/1/229/A/202, Road No. 12, Sitha
website. For full details logon to official website www.scr.indianrailways.gov.in (CD 4) Smt.A Venkata Lakshmi Girija, W/o Ravi Kumar Attuluri, Occ:Business, D.No. 29-1-30 And 28-1-23 Maladivari Street, Govemarpet, Vijayawada -520002. Rama Nilayam, MLA Colony, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad, Telangana
A2540 Principal Chief Personnel Officer/Secunderabad | | |(CD3)Smt.Pothuri Venkata Rama Vanaja, Wi F.Srinivasa Kumar, Occ:Business, Rio D.No.40-15-2, Nandamun Street, Life Style, Labbipeta, Viayawada-520010. - 500034. Also at: D.No. 16-19-55, Flat No. 2, Chalapathi Paradise,
(CD 6) Pothuri Srinivasa Kumar, S/o P.Venkata Ratnam, Occ:Business, D.No. 40-15-2, Nandamuri Street, Life style, Labbipeta, Vijayawada -520010. 2™ Line, Venkataramana Colony, Guntur District-522006.
(CD 7) Karamuri Venkata Pallavi, Wio K.V.Uday Madhav, Occ-Business, D.No, 22-12-1/3, Karumurivari Street, Opp. Elementary School, Gramakantiam, Bhimavaram-534201. (CD-3) Smt. Maddineni Saradha, W/o 5ri. Maddineni Sudhakar, D No.
(CD 8) Vutukuri Vaishali, W/o Venkata Ajay Krishna, Occ:Business, D.No. 29-2-12, Rama Mandiram Street, Eluru Road, Vijayawada -520002. 16-19-55, Flat No.2, Chalapathi Paradise, 2™ Line, Venkataramana
(CD 9) Vutukuri Venkata Ajay Krishna, S/o Venkata Veereswara Rao, Occ:Business, D.No. 29-2-12, Rama Mandiram Street, Eluru Road, Vijayawada-520002. Colony, Guntur District-522006. Also at: H No. 8-2-293/82/1/229/
(CD 10) Tatikonda Viswanatham, S/o Lakshmi Kanthaiah, Occ:Business, D No:29-2-12, Rama Mandiram Street, Eluru Road, Vijayawada -520002. A/202, Road No.12, Sitha Rama Nilayam, MLA Colony, Banjara
...Certificate Debtors Hills, Hyderabad, Telangana-500034.
WHEREAS a Recovery Certificate bearing RP No, 1124/2024 dated - 10,12.2024 was issued by the Hon'ble Presiding Officer, Debts (CD-4) Sri Cherukuri Thirupathi Rao, S/o Chennaiah, Managing Partner
GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA 3315572 0.07 [Patia] Dry [ Mood Mohan 3077 Open TE Ralway e Recovery Tribunal-ll, Hyderabad, under Sec.19(22) of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions Act, 1993. of M/s Vinayaka Traders, D.No.7-8-10/1, 4/5, Kakumanu Vaari
Revenue (LA) Department Sfa Rawja well-1 |WiSyNo B4/1/1 WHEREAS the undersigned initiated recovery proceedings in RP No.1124/2024 for recovery of Rs.34,33,41,486.23 Ps (Rupees Thirty _ . Thota, Donka Road, Guntur Distnet-522002..
it Neem  |N: Railway Line Four Crores Thirty Three Lakhs Forty One Thousands Four Hundred Eighty Six And Paise Twenty Three Only ) with interest, costs, etc 1. This is to notify that as per the Recovery Certificate issued in pursuance
DISTRICT COLLECTOR, MAHABUBABAD % S St el O S o | S, JETENA ST specified in the Recovery Certificate aforesaid and the Second and Third Schedules to the Income tax Act, 1881, from the Certificate Debtors of orders passed by the Hon'ble Presiding Officer, Debts Recovery Tribunal,
A Lt | RelRR e g R magu: 31| Hatoe ok ailwruy b And whereas the undersigned has ordered the sale of the mortgaged/attached property mentioned in the schedule annexed heretoin Visakhapatnam in OA/951/2017 an amount of Rs.1,08,16,813/- (Rupees
F““H “I /2 agri | Rajakumari Sq | welll |WSyNo127/1 : : . :
[See Sub-rule (1) of rule-25 and Section-19(1) of the Act-30/2013) Wjo Srinivas Rao | yards| Compond |N: Raitway Station Satisfaction of Recovery Certificate. And whereas on the 26.03.2026 (the date fixed for sale), there will be due there under a sum of one crore eight lakhs sixteen thousand eight hundred and thirteen only)
DECLARATION wall  [5: SyNo.127/1 Rs.34,33,41,486.23 Ps (Rupees Thirty Four Crores Thirty Three Lakhs Forty One Thousands Four Hundred Eighty Six And Paise Twenty along with pendentellite and future interest @ 11% p.a. compounded with
Bath room Three Only) [Decree Amouni] plus interest and cost payable as per Recovery Certificate issued by Hon'ble Presiding Officer, DRT (less monthly rests from 24.10.2017 till realization / date of payment and the
mh:;:mf:aﬂ:fuzc?zl?mﬂ PAEETTE an:'l:?ég??ﬂnnzggl}lﬁ 5 Gate_f, 1 amount already recovered, if any) from M/s Pallavi Enterprises & Others. costs become due against you (Jointly and severally/Fully/Limited).
Rcamn ; 1?,&“ 1/0002/2024 il b8 69 IN3E ""I'E‘ﬂ;::a : NOTICE is hereby given that in the absence of any order of postponement, the said property shall be sold on 26.03.2026 by e-auction and 2. You are hereby directed to pay the above sum within 15 days of the
Whereas it appears to the Government of Tel ang;;n a/Collector Trea1 the bidding shall take place through “Online Electronic Bidding” through the website https://www.bankeauctions.com by the Service receipts of the notice, failing which the recovery shall be made in accordance
that a total to an extent of Ac 12.01 1/2 Gts. land is required|35| 27|  |Patta[Non-| Shakapuri B0 | Well |E: Railway Line Provider “M/s C1 India Pvt.Ltd", & Contact No : 9948182222, Mail id : support@bankeauction.com & telangana@c1india.com. with the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions Act,
in the Darnakal village of Dornakal mandal, Buddaram Village f2 agn Nf'lﬁl_ﬁga_ﬂa':' 59 | House '-I'I-T'.El.'.l'--::l.ll?.".l For more details contact Sindam Saibaba, Chief Manager, State Bank of India, Stressed Assets Management Branch, #5-9-76, 1993 and Rules there under. _ . .
of Garla Mandal of Mahabubabad District for public 3/ Yellaiah yards ?ﬂi‘; 2_‘23':“"1?;}‘1“" 2 & 3" Floor, Prabhat Towers, Chapel Road, Gunfoundry, Hyderabad-500001, Mobile No.94087 09424, Mail id: 3. You are hereby ordered to declare on an affidavit the particulars of your
purpose, namely for construction of Railway Third line withjs+53 Fer T Eo T Goen £ R“;“Eév TP team1samb.sec@sbi.co.in for query, Inspection of Schedule Property, perusal of copies of the title deeds and latest Encumbrance assets on or before the next date of hearing.
Electrification between Nekkonda and Dornakal Stations. W Na Certificate to exercise due diligence and satisfy themselves about title of the property under Auction Sale. 4. You are hereby ordered to appear before the undersigned on 25.02.2026
Wee | : /2 agri | S/o Afzal S | plot  |WSyNo.127/1 g ¥ prap Y PP g
Therefore Declaration is made that a piece of land measuring, yards N: Rabway Station TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 1. The sale will be of the immavable property as mentioned in the schedule. 2. The reserve price below which at 10:30 a.m. for further proceedings.
more or less Ac.12.01 1/2 Gts. of standard measurement 5: 5y No.127/1 the properties shall not be sold is Rs.115,83,88,000/-. 3. The properties will be put for auction on 26.03.2026 as per details annexure. 4. No 5. In addition to the sum aforesaid you will be liable to pay:
under Acquisition for the above said project in Dornakal§3?| 127 Patta [Mon-| Ananthala Harinath | 121 | House-1 [E: Railway Line - - : s S : : o . : - : - f .
Ollss 51 Dririalkal- sakaal, e Village of Gaila i 250t | Babu /o Gattaish | Sa | Compound WSl d27/1 Officer or other person, having any duty to perform in connection with this sale shall however, either directly or indirectly bid for, acquire or a) Such interest as is payable for the period commencing immediately
Mandal of Mahabubabad District, whose detail description yards|  wall  |N: Raitway Station aftempt to acquire any interest in the property js,:_nld, The sale ghatl be subject to the conditions prescribed in the ISecuncI Schec:!ule to the after this notice of the erecuthn pmcgedlngs; | -
is as following, is under acquisition: 5: Sy.No.127/1 Income Tax Act, 1961,and the income tax certificate proceedings Rules 1962, the rules made there under. 5. Bidders are advised to go b) All costs, charges and expenses incurred in respect of the service of this notice
' SCHEDULE 38| 127 Patta Non-| Medari Mishak 60 | Open |E: Railway Line through the website hitps://www.bankeauctions.com for detailed terms and conditions of auction sale, procedure and application form and other process that may be taken place for recovering the certificate amount.
Village: Dornakal  Mandal: Dornakal  District: MAHABUBABAD 2 it Sfahashalah 5:; plot r‘:”il:*ﬂ;:{ll 1 efc... before submitting their Bids for taking part in the e-auction sale proceedings. 6. The particulars specified in the annexed schedule have 6. Attention is invited to Rule 16 of the Second Schedule to the Income
%_ 15 Name of the - el b N"’;-‘H;h” been stated to the best of the information of the undersigned but the undersigned shall not be answerable for any error, mis-statement or Tax Act, 1961 which is reproduced below:
ole;lEn|& (B < |§: |Boundari T 1 : Sr— ornigsion in this proclamation. 7. The highest bidder shall be declared to be the purchaser of the property provided always that he is legall i
2|78 |85 = | & Nineastud & oundaries §33] 177 Patta|Mon-| Balepe Kalavathi 121| Open |E: Railway Line p a p property p ys gally 16(1) Where a notice has been served on a defaulter under Rule 2, the
W ':z =d ..'E :.: npz::u: ot %E § /2 agri [W/foVikramBabu | S5q | plot  [W:SyNo.127/1 qualified to bid and provided further that the amount bid by him is not less than the reserve price. It shall be in the discretion of the defaulter or his representative in interest shall not be competent to
'EE 2 @ Ew 28 yards N: Railway Station undersigned to decline acceptance of the highest bid when the price offered appears so clearly inadequate so as to make it inadvisable to mortgage, charge, lease or otherwise deal with any property belonging
| |EE|F] w o | = | L T T ey PR %i"éﬁ‘ﬁaﬁﬁ . do s0. 8. The EMD tothe extent of 10 % reserve price shall be deposited by the bidder by 24.03.2026 either by RTGS/NEFT/Funds Transfer to him expect with the permission of the Recovery Officer, nor shall any
1 | 2 3 4 5 |6 : 7 B 12 agri | 5/ Yellaiah 5q plot  [W:SyNo.127/1 to credit of Account No.302861 5-4022., Name of the Account : SBI SAM Branch Office Account and IFSC Code : SBIN00D4 106 Dr‘b'}l' Civil Court issue any proces agains,t such prope rtl.r in execution of a
B7/2| 0.14 |Patta) Dry | Gandi Buchi Ramu | 0.08 | NIl |E: Sy.No.64/1/1 il N: Railway Station Demand Draft/Pay Order in favour of “Registrar”, DRT-2, Hyderabad", 9. The successful bidder shall have to pay 25% of the purchase decree for the payment of money.
40 SAREnrEng P":”_::*"f:g:ﬁrll 5: SyNo.127/1 consideration after adjustment of 10%: EMD on being knocked down by next day i.e by 3.00 PM in the said account as per details mentioned 16(2) Where an attachment has been made under this Schedule, any
| ﬂ:"’wa'? ine B4 lfl? Patta |Non-| Road 30| N E.:--Eairt#?z;iﬂe in_Pgra B above. If the next day is quida}r or Su nda}r,l tnen on next working day. Balance 75% of the purchase cnnsideraliinn is to be remitted private transfer or delivery of the property attached or of any int arest
7 8712 Patta| Dry | Gandi Ramu Sfo 06| Ml |E SyNo.64/1/] gl ?;ZS H-.Flaill.ir;,'_i.'ra'inn within 15 days from the date of auction. 10. In addition to the above, the purchaser shall also deposit poundage fee with Registrar, DRT-2 therein and any payment to the defaulter of any debt, dividend or other
N: Sy No.67/1 leotas Patta|Non-| Kongara 31| Bath |E: Rallway Line 2 Hyderabad". 11. In case of default of payment within the prescribed period, the deposit, after defraying the expenses of the sale, may, if afarsaatiaxnd ar e atashmart
------ S S " L agri | Soubhagyamma Sg | Room-2 [WeSyNed27/1 the undersigned thinks fit, shall be forfeited to the Government and the defaulting purchaser shall forfeit all claims to the property or to any it 5 &/t
[P s [ ™ e WoMalesh  |yarss| Neem 1 hahaystaion| | [t of the sum for which it may subsequently be sold. The property shal be resold, after the issue of fresh proclamation of sale, 12, | | (G1ven under my hand and the seal of the Tribunal, Visakhapatnam
Wfo Hanumanthu W: 5y.No.67/1 Tree-l |5 SyNo127/1 bl ; % : e on this day 10" September, 2024)
N: Sy No.54/1/1 ree-1 15: 5y No.127/ Purchaser bidding for the property shall ensure to abide by the prevailing, applicable laws. The property is being sold on : "As is where is” ’
5: al’ﬂm line House:1 and ‘As is what is" condition. The bidders should make their own enquiries regarding ownership, encumbrances, charges or statutory (AVASARALA ANIL)
_ . 43| 17 Patta|Non- | Sheelam Anil Kumar | 90 | House-1 |E: Railway Line ' ' '
4 | 642 Patta| Dry | Bayya Rambabu 003 Wil E: I‘iﬁf-'%n-ﬁi 7 agri | 5/ ganmm:ﬂu?u 50 m:em w_egﬁ,_'r,-ﬂ_;g;:n dues such as taxes efc.. with respect to the property. It shall be deemed that the bidders have done their own due diligence before HEEUVE_“* GFF’FEH
/o Nagaiah 12 W SpMobi(L yards| Tree-1 |N:Raibway Station submitting the bids. 13. The property is being sold on “As is where is & As is what is basis”. 14. The undersigned reserves the right to Debts Recovery Tribunal, Visakhapatnam
M: Sy No.64/1/1 : e : . . o
5: Railway line CTFIE”“‘?' 5: 5¥No.127/1 accept or reject any or all bids if found unreasonable or postpone the auction at any time without assigning any reason.
A Patta| Ory | Bayya Pichamma | .03 | Meem |E Sy.No.63 e SPECIFICATION OF PROPERTY
Wio Pichaiah tree-1 |W: SpNo.6T/L . B e SCHEDULE “A” PROPERTY: 1) F - | idi - -
L 3| 117 Patta |Man-| Jaganiala Srinivas 30 | Bath |E: Railway Line : 1) Factory site together with Factory Building to an extent of Ac.3.09 cents, situated at RS No 158/1,2&157/5,
;‘_'E‘:ﬂ"fﬂi t’r 1 12 agri | 5/o Vieeraiah Sq | Room-1 [WSyNo.127/1 Enikepadu Village-521108, Vijayawada (Rural), Krishna District, Sub Registrar, Vijayawada, Krishna District, belonging to Defendant No.1 M/ BEHGAL“ H“ EAST GITT CDHPﬂHATI[IH
R Patia| Dry | Bayya Bhagyamma | 0.03| Neem |E: SyNo.63 yards g'sﬂal;‘ﬂmgl'j:" s Pallavi Enterpirses, Enikepadu, Vijayawada and bounded by: On the North by: Rivas canal Road, On the South by: Land of Adusmilli (ffice of the Executive Enginger Horamavu Division Jayanthi nagara Circle,
W0 Bakkayya wree-1 |W:SyNo.67/1 bl o Seshagiri Rao and Land of Vallabhaneni Indira, On the East by: Harijan colony, On the West by: Land of Land of Vallabhaneni Indira. Horamavu Main Road, Horamavu, Bengaluru 560 113
: A [ Patta|Non-| Gorre Chandrakala | 30 | C nd E: Railway [ : :
e sy o g1/ I | 25 R ks | S el a The above extent of Ac.3-09 cents is comprising the parts of land shown in Item (i) to (ix) :
S: Railway line B y _ : : No.BECC/EE/HRM/TN/04/2025-26 Dated: 21-02-2026
71642 ST N T e 004] Neem |E SyNo.63 yards N: Raitway Station i) Boundaries of Ac.0-40 cents covered by No.5349/83: E:Land of Koneru Narasimha Rao and others, S:Land of Koneru Bhaskara INUITATEUM F{] R TEN DEH {SH{] RT TE Fll"ﬂ)
/0 Pichaiah 2| tee-1 |W:SyNosSTA S S0 1977 | Rao, W: Land of Vallabhaneni Indira, N: Land of Koneru Bhaskara Rao. li) Boundaries of Ac.0-40 cents covered by No.5348/83: E:
N: Sy No.64/1/1 Total: “'J; Harijana Vada, S: Land of Kandula Jayagopalarao, W: Land of Koneru Narasimha Rao and others 7, N: Land of Podugula Subbarao. iii) (Through GOK KPPP Only)
e et A el Garla  District; MAHABUBABAD Boundaries of Ac.0-50 cents covered by No.5589/83: E:Land of Yerneni Rama Krishna Babu and others, S: Land of Koneru Kasi . . —
8 (64|  [Pama| Oy fﬁﬂ :?:::::;m 0.10 1’;‘:;"‘; E.f;’;,”,?fﬁm |8 - - Viseswara Rao, W: Land of M/s Pallavi Enterprises. N: Land of Koneru Narasimharao, Koneru Venkata Krishna Rao, Koneru Joshi, and The Executive Engineer, Horamavu Division invites ltem Rate tenders from
B2 R i = |5 Name of the | guw == : Koneru Bosubabu. jv) Boundaries of Ac.0-39 cents ed by No,5808/83; E:Harijana Vada, S: Land of Yemeni Rama Krishna Babu iqi ile i i
nsynosai]e B4 |58 |2 (B BI85 | Boundarics 0 . iv) Boundaries of Ac.0-39 cents covered by No.5808/83; E:Har , St Lar eligible tenderers for the work details in the table given below.
5 Railway |,’nE ; Ez %‘-3 E E |n;irr§zt:d Eﬁ% % g > and Yerneni Lakshmi Narayana, W: Land of Koneru Narasimha Rao, N: Rivas r_:anal Road. v) Boundaries of Ac.0-47 cents nuverﬂ_gm Tenderers shall be registered in BECC /CPWD/KPWD/Railways/
ETE Patta| Dry [Bayya Veerababy | 0.13] Nl [E: SyNo.63 e Ll 5a|2 8 " No.5958/83; E:Land of Yemeni Rama Krishna Babu and others, 5: M/s Pallavi Enterprises, W: Land of Koneru Bhaskara Rao, N: Rivas P
5f0 Ramaiah W: SyNo.67/1 E-‘-: 2 % k5 A s canal Road, vi) Boundaries of Ac.0-17 cents covered by No.6795/83: E:Land of Yerneni Lakshmi Narayana, S: Land of Yerneni MES/any State or Gentral Govt. organization. Tender documents may
Efﬂs;’j:.f;fﬂ’;.“ TEIERNRERE S Lakshmi Narayana, W: Land of Vallabhaneni Indira, N: Residual Land of Koneru Bhaskara Rao. vii) Boundaries of Ac.0-46 cents be downloaded from Government of Karnataka e-Procurement website
10| 64/2 Patta| Dry | Bayya Veerabhadram| 0.07| Ml [E: Sy.No.63 1 1198/2 0.13 |Patta|Non-| Elurl SwarupaRani | 90 | NIl [E: SyMo.198/1 covered by No.2975/84: E:Land of Yemeni Lakshmi Narayana, S:Land of Yerneni Lakshmi Narayana, W: Land of Koneru Kasi Viseswara httos://kopp.karnataka.gov.in/enortal/index.seam under loain for
5/0 Nagalah W: Sy.No.57/1 1f4 agri | Wy/o Narsingarao 5 W: Railway track Rao and others, N: Rivas canal Road. viii) Boundaries of Ac.0-15 cents covered by No.5795/83: E:Kandala Venkatamma, S:Land of ps:// NIP g fep / g
N: Sy No.54/1/1 | yards N: Sy No. 157/1 Potluri Janardhana Murthy, W: Land of Avula Satayanarayana, N: Harijanawada to some extent and Land of Yarlagadda Veeranna. ix) Contractors:
et b L L |%Railwayline §3 Patta Non-| Tipirishetty Sridevi | 1513|  Mil |5: 5y No. 199/1 Boundaries of Ac.0-15 cents covered by No.5796/83: E: Harijana vada, S:Land of Yveeranna to some extent and Land of Avula Sl : . .
e ['1?11 PPy E;'gt;;fmm Wl w E;-S;}h:-?ﬁ-::}z il :w“f‘j S¥inbvas fiao ','jfﬁs Satayanarayana to some extent, W: Land of Avula Satayanarayana, N: Land of RS No 158/2 belonging to Yerneni Ramakrishna Babu. No. Name of the Work/Estimate Cost in lakhs/EMD amount in Rs.
NSy No. 731 |3 198/3 0.16 | Patta|Non-| Malothu Vijaya 200 NIl [E:Sy.No.198/1 2) Factory site to an extent of 169 sq yds, situated at RS No 159/1, Enikepadu Village-521108, Vijayawada (Rural), Krishna District, | ds & drai
biesad: iy & . . . T : : : : 4 mprovements to roads & drains at
. . _ - 5: Railway fine 1/4 agri | W/o Ramarao |Sq.yds W: Railway track =ub Registrar, Gunadala, Vijayawada, Krishna District, belonging to Defendant No.1. M/s Pallavi Enterprises, Enikepadu, Vijayawada . :
2178 | |Petta Uy | Meloln Mltilal. | 006 ek ESyobZL B Patta|Non- Tipirishefty Sridevi | 172 | Nl |N: Sy No.198/1 and bounded by: On the North by : Land of M/s Pallavi Enterprises, On the South by: Agricultural land of Boyapati Padmaja Rani, On Chelkere Village @ Census Block Number 46/2 and Surrounding
5/ Desla 1/2 | trees-3 L“Siﬁf{*;gﬁ : - :g;;n:]fgks;u::;; Eau 5?;,;; - 5: Sy No.200/1 the East by : Land of M/s Pallavi Enterprises, On the West by : Land of M/s Pallavi Enterprises 1 |Area Ward No.86 Chelakere. Estimate Cost : Rs.99.75 Lakhs, EMD
5: Railway fine i brigpiinle ; ; 3) Factory site to an extent of Ac3.28 cents situated at RS No 159/3,Enikepadu Village-521108, Vijayawada (Rural), Krishna District, Sub Registrar, ' . 3
ay agri |5/ Golya S.4d4 : (in Rupees): Rs.1,99,500/-.
13| 76/2| 0.05 |Patta|Non-| Chilla Srinivasa Rao  [484sq House-1 [E:SyNo.76/1 |z Patta|Non-| Tipirishetty Sridevi  [140625 il Gunadala, Vijayawada, Krishna District, belonging to Sri Tatikonda Savithri Wio Viswanatham and bounded by: On the North by : Land of Harijans, On the : :
3gri | 5/ Basavalsh yarcs) Bareerl-" W Raway line agri |W/o Seinivas o [Sq.ydg South by : Land of Vallabhaneni Indira, On the East by : Land of Koppuravuir SriKrishna, On the West by : Land of Potluri Janardhana Murihy and others. Vaddara ;_:alaya Village (sai Layout) @ Census Block Number 34 and
Poth Room: baway st 17| 200 [ 012 [Pt on- Teath aheermudu | 172 | Fouseq] [:SyNo 199 4) Factory site to an extent of Ac0.40 cents,situated at RS No 159/2, Enikepadu Village-521108, Vijayawada (Rural), Krishna District, Sub 2 |Surrounding Areas Ward No.86 Chelakere. (CAT-lI(A) RESERVE).
(761 Fata| Ory | Road G0 W E SyNo76/1 f L Bl S04 C"""’TI””" : “:"‘“E;flk Registrar, Gunadala, Vijayawada, Krishna District, belonging to Sri Tatikonda Viswanatham S/oLakshmi Kanthiah and bounded by; East ; Estimate Cost: Rs.99.80 Lakhs, EMD (in Rupees): Rs.99,800/-.
W: Railway Line ;im 3 ;:l re;j_'zm " Land of Pallavi Enterprises, South: Way to Potluri Janardhana Murthy, West : Land of Pallavi Enterprises, Nerth : Land of Pallavi Enterprises. Geddahalalli Village Main Road Sonia Gandhi Nagara and Surrounding
N: Raikway stathan B . i : il § i :
: : Tree-1 SCHEDULE PROPERTY: 8) Factory site together with Factory Building to an extent of Ac1.33 cents, situated at RS Mo 1591 Enikepadu Ar n Block No.1/1 of Cen 2011 in Horamavu War
15 [7772| 0.03 | Patta|Non-| Chilla STinivasa Rao [3635q Shed-1 : i:'::;;ﬁ - . | Bath room Village-521108, Vijayawada (Rural), Krishna District, Sub Registrar Gundadala, Vijayawada, Krishna District, belonging to Late Smt Pulipati 3 Y EB;T @gg EI:"'EUEESEI;JEE UE' f: Dt EE EL:SJ E‘ 99 gﬂﬂf IIE?I " EI‘?"lS
| agri|S/o Basovaich | yarde| Compoundw: Rallway Line | ® Patt Non-| Tejavath Mansingh | 172 | N Lakshmi Kantamma (undertitle deed No.3308/2003) bequeathed to Sri Tatikonda Viswanadham vide registered wil bearing Doc. No.25/Bk- 0.87, ( ). Estimate Cost . Rs.99.90 Lakhs,
Wall-1|N:Rawaystaon | [N Tadmay,  Sue IV/2004 dated 11.03.2004 and bounded by: On the North by : Land of Tatikonda Viswanatham, On the South by : Land of Rachamalla (inRupees): Rs.99,900/-.
TMeemE 5: SyNo.77/1 agn !Sfu ,_,l;m Sq.y0s : Rama Kotaiah and others, On the East by : Land of Seshagiri Rao, On the West by : Land of Vallabhaneni Indira. Horamavu Tank Road and Horamavu Village Cross Roads @ Census
16 78/1] 0.33 | Pattal Dry | Bhakya Radha TN Patta Non-  Mudu Veeranna 7z N 9) Facmr',rhsne together with Fqctﬂrgr EIUIld.:img to an extent of AC1.87 1 cents, sﬂuatedlat RS H:ﬂ_ﬁﬂf&, 15‘9{1 and 159.";.En|kepadu Village- 4 |Block No.95/2 of in Horamavu Ward No.87 (CAT-| RESERVE). Estimate
{3 Wi Hari W:SeNo782 | @i |Sfokamilia  [Sqyds 521108, Vijayawada (Rural), Krishna District, Sub Registrar, Gundadala, Vijayawada, Krishna District, belonging to Sri Tatikonda Viswanatham Cost: Rs.99.80 Lakhs, EMD (in Rupees): Rs.99,800/-
N: Railway line 12 Patta Non- AsmiraManglial | | 172| N SloLakshmi Kanthiah and bounded by: On the North by : Land of Yarlagadda Veeranna to to some extent and Land of Pallavi Enterprises's et ! — —
——_— e ' | - 5{--55!‘-'_‘-?-?53-1; L — :g;ﬁ; f:'r:;;l: — 523?5 = to some extent, On the South by ; Land of Potluri Janardhana Murthy to some extent and Land of Koneru Narasimha Rao to some extent, Jayanthi Nagara Village @ ﬁEr?Eus Block No.150/1 in Horamavu
4 ?E' ellal Ny EE‘EEE:;’” ol M Eﬁ-ﬁgﬁﬁ?ﬁj agri |Wosrinvashao  [Sqpd On the East by : Land of Yarlagadda Veeranna, On the West by : Land of Smt Pulipati Lakshmi Kantamma. 9 |Ward No.87 (ST RESERVE). Estimate Cost : Rs.99.75 Lakhs, EMD
N: Railway Line |13 201 | 0.19 |Patta |Non- Jarupula Srinu BE | Wil |E: SyM0.201]1 10) Factory site together with Factory Building to an extent of Ac0.60 12 cents comprising of (Ac.0-54 cents and Ac.0-06 'z cents) situated at RS (in Rupees): Rs.99,750/-.
5: SyNo.79/1/1 f2| 25 agri | 5/o Walya 54.yds W: Rallway track No160/1,161/2B,161/2C Enikepadu Village-521108, Vijayawada (Rural), Krishna District, Sub Registrar, Gunadala, Vijayawada, Krishna District K . - -
! . i : ] : . r o i : : : He - ! : othanuru Village Anganawadi Road and Kothanuru Village Cross
18 T?f 3.31 |Patta| Dry S“U’frﬂ SakriyaSjo | 005 il Eﬁ"’gﬂ;‘ﬁé 1 valta ':“': I;':fgiz:f;a""a E.qEE::'g 1o E :‘"’E:;SE:II belonging to Sri Tatikonda Viswanatham SioLakshmi Kanthiah and bounded by:ltem No; 1: Boundaries Ac0.54cents: On the North by : 6 |Roads @ Cen Sg ; EIE?EI{ No.20/1 in Horamavu Ward No.87 gE stimate
s N_'H:i'l';;'wne T s Ngﬁ-iaadaﬁﬁ R IO Land of Tatikonda Viswanatham to to some extent and Land of Potluri Janardhana Murthy to some extent, Onthe South by : 33' Road to : Lol o1 _ U FRAIE NQ-01
S: SyNo.79/1/1 aeri | /o Ranwll 5004 someextent and Land of Rachamalla Arjuna Rao to some extent, On the East by : Land of G Ramesh and others, On the West by : Land of Cost: Rs.99.80 Lakhs, EMD (in Rupees): Rs.1,99,600/-.
19[79/1 Patta| Dry [Bhukya Dharma [ 0.45] Wil [E: s-;.ren.wiﬂ 16 Pata Nor Banothu Kishor AT Land of Rachamalla Rama Kotaiah and others. Item No: 2; Boundaries Ac0.06 'z cents: On the North by : Vehicles passage, On the South Kylasanahalli Village Cross Roads and surrounding area @ Cenusus
2 5/o Devula mfﬂiﬁ :-E x - :E:l-‘;;ﬂn :?::'::?HZT 5?-:-235. - by : F'&ssage! On the East_byr : Land of Pj::ln.dugula Subbarao and crtharf. On the _'Ii'lnfestbjr : Land of La:rd of K Naga_lswararau .anr.i others, 7 |Block No.4/3 and 4/3 and 20/1 in Horamavu Ward No.87. Estimate
S: SyNo.79/1/1 agri |S/o Kashinadham  [Sqdd 11.:' Factory site mgetrltm mthrFalr:tnrgf Blmldmgllr:: an e:lqtent of Ac.0.44 Yz genls,mltualled at FtSINu ‘:ED._EJ lfi:]f-l,Ethpadu Village-5211 DB’. Cost: Rs.99.90 Lakhs, EMD (in Rupees): Rs.1,99,800/-.
20|79 Patta| Dry | Bhukya Basu 015 Nl |ESy.No.84f11 g Patta|Mon-| Tipirishetty Sridevi |45 NIl Vijayawada (Rural), Krishna District, District Registrar, Viiayawada( East), Krishna District, belonging to Sn Tatikonda Viswanatham S/olakshmi - , ,
2 /0 Devula W: Sy No.78/2 agri | Wjo Srinivas Rao  [Sq.yds Kanthiah and bounded by: On the North by : Land of Tatikonda Viswanatham, On the South by : Land of Rachamallu Pandu Ranga Rao Va ddarﬂgam?ﬂ Vélllaﬂﬁ [E]HEVBH gi@ ﬂrg}sﬂm 58 F;U ﬂdiaﬂd Sw'-'rm”rgd'gg
N: Railway Line 197 202 | 0.36 [Patta [Non-| Mood Jeevanlal 111925 House-1 |E: Sy.No.201/1 and others, On the East by : Land of Tatikonda Viswanatham, On the West by : Land of Smt Tripemeni Nagamani and Kalyana Chakaravarthy area @ Census Block Number 34 and Surrounding Areas Ward No.
5: Sy.No.79/1 14 Nee I Rai ’ 2 ;
e b R T L P R S A uhﬁ o I 2 i byl ;":‘*{f_’;;f;l“ 12) Factory site to an extent of Ac 0,02 1/8 cents situated at RS No 159/1,Enikepadu Village-521108, Vijayawada (Rural), Krishna District, Sub 8 |Chelakere (SC RESERVE). Estimate Cost : Rs.99.80 Lakhs, EMD
/2 Champla W Sy.No.78/2 Mango |5: Railway Station Registrar, Gunadala, Vijayawada, Krishna District, belonging to Sri Tatikonda Viswanatham, Sfo Lakshmi Kanthiah and bounded by: Onthe (in Rupees): Rs.99,800/-.
N: Railway Line Tree-1 North by : Land of Tatikonda Viswanatham, On the South by : Land of Potluri Janardhana Murthy, On the East by : Land of Tatikonda T .
3317971 Patta | Drv | Bhakva Tarabai 0,18 | Pen well-1 E 3""?::3“,31 | Compound Viswanatham to some extent and Land of Potlun Janardhana Murthy to some extent, On the West by : Land of Tatikonda Viswanatham. N agare Ehw.ar_a Nagenahalli u,' | ngE and surrounding areas
ﬁ,‘ il o B g st v i : : ik 13) Factory site fo an extent of Ac 0.04 1/4 cens,situated at RS No 159/1, Enikepadu Village-521108, Vijayawada (Rural), Krishna District, Sub g (Tyiasananali Village 4na Suundig eds o) Eansus Block Wimbes
Pipes-15 |N: Railway Line o atta) Oy Efzi:f: n: 003 Mi Registrar, Gunadala, Vijayawada, Krishna District, belonging to Sri Tatikonda Viswanatham, S/o Lakshmi Kanthiah and bounded by: Onthe 20/1 in Horamavu Ward No.87. Estimate Cost : Rs.99.80 Lakhs, EMD
. i o b 5:SyNe.79/U1 By Fatia| By m:x.d Yo TCHT] North by : Land of Tatikonda Viswanatham, On the South by : Land of Potluri Janardhana Murthy, On the East by : Land of Tatikonda (in Rupees): Rs.1,99,600/-.
2317911 Patta| Dry | Bhukya Laxmi 1.02| Teak-5 [E: Sy.No.B4/1/1 . . ) : : _ 1
i Wit Lgonad ipes15 W SyNo T8 s = EE o Viswanatham to some extent efmd Land nff'nluun Janardhana Murthy to some extent: On t!‘tEWEﬂthf. La.nd of :ratmnnda waanalhar'n.. Jayanthi Nagara Gangamma Temple Road and Lakshmi Narasimma
Mango |N: Railway Line ottt 1Y ; C 2.1 805, R — The above referred properties were originally mortgaged to defendant No.2 ie., Girija Modern Rice Mills. The Same properties Swamy Road and Surrounding areas @ Census Block No.150/1 in
TreesS |5: SyNo.79/a/1 25| 428 | .09 |Patta Dry | Banothu Champla | 0.05 vt O ol were extended to cover the loan facilities sanctioned to defendant No.1 ie., Pallavi Enterprises. 10 : . :
IR atta| Oy [Oharaath el 1031 heem2 [Ersymosai] | 72 | 12 5o Ramulu 14 T:._f!ml : ;: :;:5;{; SCHEDULE:D Horamavu Ward No.87. Estimate Cost : Rs.99.80 Lakhs, EMD
2 5/0 Eerya W: 5y.No.78/2 e = - : in Rupees): Rs.1,99,600/-.
N: Railway Line . Trees-5 |S: Sy No.228/1 S. Details of Machinery/ Make / Supplier / Model Age Qty Capacity { pees) /
25 | B4/1{ 1.02 | Patta| Dry | Banoth Shankar 002 Mil = 5'!'-“0.55;3{1 Wfo Pandya 14 Well-1 51 Boil husk f- d ith FO Fan-1 N 1 25 TPH 1 L td t f b . : . i 2? HZ anﬁ -th- .E.! ﬂuA M
o s chiardi o WSy No T9/1/1 Neem 1 |Steam Boler (husk fired) wi an-1 No., | Thermax 15 .Last date of submission queries : 27-02- within 11.00 A.
whyure o Tems EF'F; Fﬂf;;h“ﬁ.- L? Fﬂg: P:_T ;tﬁ' Hgﬂ"g 2. Date & time for Pre Bid Meeting : 27-02-2026 at 11.30 A.M
5: Sy.Mo.84/1/1 - atta| Dry | Samineni Indira ] jell- : Railway trac ystem, andling, Bag Filer-2 No., ne - X - N0.N2. :
26 | B4/1 Patta|Non-| Banoth Swarupa  [18150] House-1 |E: Sy.No.85/3/1 2| 1/2 W/a Nalini Mohan | 1/2 | Bore well-JW: Sy No.230/1 Filter-1 No., Boiler Feed, Water Pumps-2 Nos., J. Last Dat? &TITTIETDITHEEEIDI mt,ﬁnda,rs - 09-03-2026 Upto 4:00 EM.
i agri | W/o Gogi Sg | Bore well-1)W:Sy .r.;:._;.'gl,H._h,-'l F;EEE.-E'D [“.!.‘_5‘:.' ND;B.IIZI,-'I Electrical |:IElHE|S, cahles & ﬁ!lings, Steam lines 4i D&tﬁ & T![TIE Tﬂr UDE ﬂ%ﬂg T?Ehﬂlf:al bﬂj : 1[.' ['3 '2“25 Ht 4*3|] EM
i e e o Lot mami e & Supporting structures etc. 9. Date & Time for Opening Financial bid : 12-03-2026 at 4.00 PM
| wall Teak 2 |Steam Turbo generator set TriveniToyo Denki Power Systems 15 1 |2.5MW/3125 KVA ﬁ: Validity of Tenders : 90 Days -
e oo [;,Er;ﬂw g ol W e ?’fﬂ’?ﬂf i 3 [ Distibuted Control System (DCS) Fock Well Actorreation T , Bid document may be referred for other terms and conditions and any
i YL A 1 . . . o
E; Saah:“a;ﬂuﬂ}i s.Ttumgf 4 |Battery System Micra Power System 15 I Corrigendum/Addendum will be published and notified only through
: Sy.No. 4| Tankl | - . i
T Faits | Dy [ Oharavat Ani T TR ST T ot 1307 5 |Water Treatment Plant incl. RO & DM plants | ..... 15 1 |30TPH https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in or Contact KPPP/portal
f2 5foLacha Trees-140 (W-Sy No.75/1/1 §Grand Total:: Acs 12.01 1/2 gts 6 |EOT Crane Grip Enaineers Pyt Ltd. 1 1 15Ton . . . .
N: Railway Line ¥This Declaration is made after hearing of objections of persons Coolna T Coll P PENg 2 Sdf{' EIEE“!WE EHgIﬂEEI‘, Hﬂfam::l'l.'l.l DIHISIDI'I, ZHHE'E BEEE
5 Sy.No.24/1/1 Enterested and due enquiry as provided U/s 15 of the Right to Fair 7 | Cooling Tower (2 Cell) anarpur 15 1
29| 84/1 Patta| Dry [Dharavath Suresh | 002 | Nil  |E: SyNo.85/3/1 fCompensation and Transparency in I.andf.ﬂ-cquis.itinﬂilHehabilitaﬁﬂn 8 | Air Compressor with Dryer & Receiver Elgi'E30 15 1
f2 S 1/4 W-SyNo.79/1/1 fand Resettl t Act, 2013 {Act No. 30/2013), t hom it . . - -
fotamar / N .::g”iwi.ip gm;ef.f E P s e I ey 9 | Air Compressor with Dryer & Receiver Atlas Capco/GA45 15 1249 “
: 5: Sy.No.34/1/1 fMines of coal, iron-stone, slate or other minerals lying under the said LPS
30| 841 Patta| Orv | Dharavath Naresh 002 Nil |E: SvNo.85/3/1 and or any particular portion of the said land, except such parts of the DETAILS OF AUCTION -
.": * 1 Sinm{ama:ms 1/4 | W.SI: I'-.E ?g;fl:f] ines and minerals which may be required to be dug or removed or . - Your fwdbac’k “‘1“ keep us
N-Flail-.-.l.a h:m sed during the construction phase of the project for the purpose of Date of Last Date of BID | Time of Auction| Reserve Price 10% EMD Bid increment
i hich the land is being acquired, are not needed. Auction Submission Amount Amount Cleaner Sharper a“d Bﬂlder
E : . 5: Sy.No.84/1/1 §, plan of the land may be inspected in the office of the District 11.30 AM Rs. Rs. 3
318411 Patta| Dry | Dharavath Ravinder | 0.02 il E:S-.r.l'-!u.ﬂ-fr,-"‘a.!’] ollector, Mahabubabad and Land Acquisition Officer/Revenue 26.03.2026 24.03.2026 to 1'2 30 PM 115.83.88.000/- 11.58.38.800/- Rs. 1,00,000/-
1 30 Laxman 1z W3y No.T31/1 Wnivisional Officer, Mahabubabad on any working day during the . it Al xplsat emtogt Call our wllree number
N: Railway Line fwarking hours. Given Under my hand & Seal of This Tribunal at on this 11th day of February 2026
5: SyNo.84/1/1 sd/- Sd/- Sd/- S/ (DV Subrah R offi 18001021878
32(84/1|  [Patta| Dry | Mood Mohan 005 NIl |ESyNo85/3/1] Land Acquisition Officer & Addl.Collector,  Dist.Collector, - (DV Subrahmanyam) Recovery Officer, o b
f2 5o Ravuja WSy No.79/1/1 | Rewvenue Divisional Officer, Mahabubabad. Mahabubabad. Debt Recovery Tribunal-2, Hyderabad - 500001 Or write to us at
N: Raitway Line Mahabubabad. customercarcathehindu.codn
5: Sy.Mo.84/1/1 DIPR R.O No: 1209/LA/PP/Advt/Agency/2025-26 '
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Cong., BJP cadre clash; Kamareddy
MLA kept under house arrest

Sources say that an alleged attempt by a group of Congress functionaries to lay siege to the camp office of Kamareddy MLA

K. Venkataramana Reddy of the BJP led to a ruckus; irate BJP workers allegedly attack car of local Congress leader

P. Sridhar
KAMAREDDY

igh tension broke
l—l out in Kamareddy
following a scuffle

between the Congress and
BJP cadre on Saturday.

An alleged attempt by a
group of Congress func-
tionaries to lay siege to the
camp office of Kamareddy
MLA K. Venkataramana
Reddy of the BJP led to a
ruckus, sources said.

Mr. Venkataramana
Reddy was kept under
house arrest on Saturday
morning and prevented
from taking part in a de-
bate at Shishu Mandir over
Arora land issue.

This was a fallout of the
ongoing war of words bet-
ween the Congress and BJP
leaders over allegations of
land encroachment.

Mr. Reddy and Advisor
to Telangana Government
Mohammed Ali Shabbir
had made allegations and
counter allegations over
the land issue.

Accepting the challenge
for a debate, the MLA
asked the Congress leaders
to come with evidence and
said he would also present

A
)

Police personnel try to control the situation after a clash between Congress and BJP cadres outside the
Kamareddy MLA’s camp office in Telangana.

evidence over his charges.

Even as Mr. Reddy was
gearing up to proceed to
Shishu Mandir, the police
came to his house and kept
him under house arrest.

Chaos prevailed right
outside the MLA’s camp of-
fice when the Congress
cadre gathered at the en-
trance and raised slogans
against Mr. Reddy.

In the melee, irate BJP

workers allegedly attacked
the car of a local Congress
leader with boulders da-
maging its windshields be-
fore flipping the vehicle
upside down. They report-
edly attempted to set the
car on fire.

Police dispersed the BJP
and Congress workers as
the situation turned tense,
amid utter chaos.

Sources said that per-

mission was not granted
for the open debate.

A large number of police
personnel were deployed
at the MLA’s camp ofhice
and elsewhere in the town
to prevent untoward inci-
dents.

The political tussle bet-
ween the Congress and BJP
further intensified in the
aftermath of the recent
municipal elections.

Telangana BJP
decries attack

The Hindu Burean

HYDERABAD

Telangana BJP strongly
criticised the alleged attack
on the camp office of party
leader and MLA K. Venkat-
aramana Reddy. State BJP
chief N. Ramchander Rao
called the incident an “as-
sault on democratic va-
lues” and accused the Con-

gress of resorting to
violence to “conceal its
political setbacks.”

“Indulging in such vio-
lent acts to cover up the
political failures of Con-
gress is extremely deplora-
ble,” he said, and asserted
that it was the responsibili-
ty of the government to en-
sure law and order in the
region. BJP would not tol-
erate any disruption to pu-
blic peace in Kamareddy,
he added. “Political vio-
lence is unacceptable. We
will visit the site of the inci-
dent to express solidarity
with the local cadre and to
assess the situation first-
hand,” Mr. Rao said.

Congress-mukt Bharat will
remain a dream as party is
soul of the nation: Revanth

R. Ravikanth Reddy
HYDERABAD

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy said that the Con-
gress and the nation can-
not be separated, asserting
that ‘the soul of the coun-
try is the Congress’, and it
was the responsibility of
the Congress workers to
ensure that the Congress
flag flies high.

Targeting the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), he said
that parties which were
born by using the freedom
and the Constitution pro-
vided by the Congress
were now calling for a
‘Congress-mukt Bharat’.

He was addressing the
inaugural session of the
District Congress Commit-
tee (DCC) presidents’ train-
ing programme, organised
by the All India Congress
Committee (AICC).

Making it clear that only
hardwork will pay and not
recommendations and
proximity to big leaders,
he cautioned the DCC pre-
sidents to work to streng-
then the party and the re-
wards will follow. “Take
everyone along as the post
is a responsibility and not a
position,” he said.

He mentioned his exam-
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Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy addressing the inaugural session of
the District Congress Committee presidents’ training programme in

Hyderabad on Saturday.

ple of how he was made
the PCC chief and he
sought support of all the
seniors personally. The col-
lective effort helped the
Congress rise from just
2.5% vote share to 40% and
form the government.
“Even as an aspiring
leader and initially as a
MLC, I caught the attention
of then CM YS Rajashekhar
Reddy for hardwork. You
get respect only due to sin-
cere work,” he told them.
He reminded that those
who worked effectively as
DCC presidents were given
opportunities as MLAs,
while leaders active in par-
ty-affiliated organisations
were appointed to corpo-
ration posts. “There is no
quota in the Congress ex-

cept merit quota,” Mr. Re-
vanth added.

Recalling the sacrifices
of national leaders, the CM
said that Mahatma Gandhi
and Jawaharlal Nehru went
to jail for the country,
while Indira Gandhi and
Rajiv Gandhi laid down
their lives for the nation.

The CM alleged that the
BJP was conspiring against
the Congress and the
Gandhi family by prevent-
ing Rahul Gandhi from
speaking in Parliament and
by foisting cases against
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi to politically elimi-
nate them.

“Does a family that has
sacrificed three leaders for

the nation need money?”
he asked.

INBRIEF

Congress condemns BJP

protests at its offices

Congress MP Chamala Kiran Kumar Reddy
condemned the BJP Yuva Morcha laying siege to
Congress office in Hyderabad and also the
residence of Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi.
Addressing the media here, Mr. Reddy defended
the protest staged by Youth Congress activists in
New Delhi during the recent Al Summit, and said
some activists demonstrated semi-nude against
the policies of the Union government, and the
protest was not against Al summit.

BRS leader urges govt. to ban

herbicide ‘paraquat dichloride’

Senior BRS leader and former MP B. Vinod Kum-
ar requested the State government to immedia-
tely ban weedicide/herbicide ‘paraquat dichlor-
ide’ as it is claiming the lives at least 20 farmers
every month in several district hospitals followi-
ng its accidental ingestion by them or its intentio-
nal consumption. Addressing a press conference
here on Saturday, he stated that pesticide
companies were making and selling the herbicide
widely with the claims that it would kill weeds
completely, hiding the facts about its ill effects.

SEC urged to issue certificate to

[brahimpatnam chairman-elect

A delegation of the BRS requested the State
Election Commission to notify the election of
Chairperson of Ibrahimpatnam municipality
completed on February 17, but not announced by
officials allegedly under pressure from the ruling
Congress, despite BRS having won 14 wards
against 8 by the Congress. Party leaders K.P.
Vivekanand, Shambipur Raju, Dasoju Sravan,
Manchireddy Kishan Reddy and others made the

representation on Saturday.

KTR flays govt. for failing to
resume SLBC tunnel work

Working president of Bharat Rashtra Samithi K.T.
Rama Rao criticised the State government for its
failure to resume work on the excavation of
tunnel of Srisailam Left Bank Canal (SLBC)
project after it came to a grinding halt on
February 21 last year following roof collapse of
the tunnel under construction burying eight
workers alive. In a statement, he said on Saturday
that despite repeated announcements of
resuming the work ‘soon’ it was yet to begin.

M
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The Hindu Bureau
HYDERAEBAD

Housing Minister Ponguleti
Srinivasa Reddy urged the
Centre to immediately
sanction at least three lakh
houses for the State during
the current financial year.

In a representation sub-
mitted to Union Agricul-
ture and Rural Develop-
ment Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, the Minis-
ter said there was a mas-
sive pending demand for
houses in rural Telangana
due to prolonged neglect
of housing construction
between 2014 and 2023.
He met the Union Minister
during his visit to Hydera-
bad and submitted a repre-
sentation to him.

s

Housing Minister Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy subm1t5 a

representation to Union Agriculture and Rural Development
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan seeking three lakh houses under

PMGY, in Hyderabad on Saturday.

The Minister said the
previous government had
completely failed to secure
even a single house from
the Centre despite ruling
for a decade.

He pointed out that, as
per the directions of Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy,
the State government has
been repeatedly request-
ing the Centre for the past

Ponguleti seeks 3L rural houses from Centre

two years to sanction hous-
es for rural areas, but there
has been no positive res-
ponse so far, “At least dur-
ing this financial year, the
Centre should sanction
three lakh houses for rural
Telangana,” he appealed
adding that the govern-
ment is already construct-
ing around four lakh Indi-
ramma houses this year.

Mr. Ponguleti said that
Telangana had not been
part of Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana - Gramin
(PMAY-G) 1.0 earlier. Ho-
wever, after the formation
of the Congress govern-
ment in 2023, the State offi-
cially joined PMAY-G 2.0 in
accordance with the guide-
lines of the Union Ministry
of Rural Development.

CCI to continue procuring
cotton at MSP till month-end

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Cotton Corporation of
India (CCI) has decided to
continue the procurement
of the fibre/yarn crop till
the month-end following a
request made by the State
government.

According to Minister
for Agriculture Tummala
Nageswara Rao, the CCI

had so far procured 16.15
lakh tonnes of cotton va-
lued at 12,823 crore from
over 8.8 lakh farmers. He
stated on Saturday that he
had written to the Union
Textiles Minister, CCI and
two Union Ministers from
the State G. Kishan Reddy
and Bandi Sanjay Kumar
requesting them to extend
the procurement date
since the fourth picking of
cotton was still going on.
He asked the farming

community to make use of
the extended deadline for
cotton sale and sell their
produce to CCI at the mini-
mum support price of
18,110 per quintal by follo-
wing the fair average quali-
ty norms. He further stated
that 2.24 lakh tonnes of
low-quality cotton was also

purchased from farmers in
the market and another

9.99 lakh tonnes of cotton

Agriculture Minister Tummala Nageswara Rao asked the farming
community to make use of the extended deadline for cotton sale
and sell their produce to CCl at the minimum support price of
18,110 per quintal. MOHD ARIF

stocks were still available
with farmers.

Though there was some
opposition from the farm-
ing community and gin-
ning mills to the ‘kapas ki-
san’ app introduced to
register their details, the
State government had ad-
dressed their concerns one
by one and made them
make use of the app. Book-
ing the details of their pro-
duce (cotton) on the app
was allowing the farmers
to bring the stock to the
procurement centre at the
appointed/given time and
avoid keeping their pro-
duce in queues at the pro-
curement centres, the Mi-
nister said.

A section of the farming

community (cotton pro-
ducers) were worried with
the information in circula-
tion that CCI was stopping
procurement even before
the entire crop/cotton was
picked. Now that the CCI
had extended the time, the
farmers could sell all their
produce.

According to the agricul-
ture department officials,
cotton was raised in 50.7
lakh acres during 2025-26
Kharif season but only
45.32 lakh acres remained
safe, as the crop in the re-
maining extent was dam-
aged badly in the heavy
rains and floods. The pro-
duction of cotton was esti-
mated at 28.29 lakh tonnes
from 45.32 lakh acres.

Non-payment
of rent forced
students onto
roads: Harish

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Deputy Floor Leader of
BRS in the Assembly T.
Harish Rao stated that stu-
dents of Govt. Primary
School at Jabbarpur in
Wargal mandal of Siddipet
district had to stage a prot-
est seeking shelter for the
school as the owner of the
private building in which it
is housed had locked the
building for non-payment
of rent by the government.

In a statement, he said
that CM A. Revanth Reddy
was keeping the portfolio
of Education with him and
under his leadership the
education department was
not even paying the rent of
private  buildings. He
sought to know whether
the government had no
money to pay the rent
when it had spent 100
crore on the camp office of
the CM and another 4.5
crore for the third camp of-
fice of the Deputy CM.

When the government
was making tall claims of
developing Gandhi Saro-
var, why it was not allocat-
ing funds for quality food
to students of residential
schools and paying rents of
private buildings.

‘Owaisi wants probe

into Banswada case

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Hyderabad parliamentar-
ian Asaduddin Owaisi on
Saturday expressed con-
cern over what he de-
scribed as an increasing
number of communal inci-
dents in Telangana, and
touched upon the recent
incidents in Banswada and
Sadasivpet

Taking to X, Mr. Owaisi
demanded that a First In-
formation Report (FIR) be
registered and a proper in-
vestigation conducted into
the Banswada incident.

He sought to know how

a large crowd could have
been mobilised within a
few hours even as he stated
that that videos circulating
on social media showed
members of a right-wing
group engaging in criminal
activities.

Mr. Owaisi, who is the
All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) presi-
dent, said that shops and
street vendors belonging to
the minority community
were specifically targeted
during the violence.

The AIMIM president
said he was in touch with

B

AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi
demanded that the State
government compensate
people whose properties were
damaged. PTI

the party’s Kamareddy dis-
trict general secretary,
Sayeed Khan, and had in-
structed him to prepare a
report on the damage
caused by the mob vio-
lence. He demanded that
the State government com-
pensate people whose pro-

perties were damaged, and
said the AIMIM would ex-
tend assistance and relief
to the affected persons.
Referring to the demoli-
tion of Masjid-e-Moulana in
Sadasivpet by Revenue
authorities, Mr. Owaisi said
he had asked Karwan MLA
Kausar Mohiuddin and dis-
trict party president Shei-
kh Ghouse to hold discus-
sions with local officials.
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ED summons Tantri, ex-TDB
president in gold theft case

The Directorate of Enforcement (ED) has issued a
summons to former president of the Travancore
Devaswom Board (TDB) N. Vasu and Tantri
Kandararu Rajeevaru to appear for interrogation
in the first week of March in connection with the
alleged Sabarimala gold theft case. After being
arrested by the High Court-appointed Special
Investigation Team (SIT) probing the case, both
were granted bail by the Kollam Vigilance court
earlier this month. The ED has been issuing
notices to people on the list of accused drawn up
by the SIT and beyond.

CPI functionary, son-in-law
killed in road accident

A 73-year-old man and his son-in-law were killed
when a speeding car rammed into their
motorcycle on Rajiv Rahadari (State Highway-1)
on the outskirts of Kothapalli village in
Thimmapur mandal of Karimnagar district on
Saturday. The victims were identified as
Sriramula Ramchandram, 73, a senior CPI
functionary of Kondapalkala in Manakondur
mandal, and his son-in-law Srinivas, 40.

A.P. govt. releases ex gratia to
kin of 95 deceased fishermen

The Andhra Pradesh government has released
pending ex gratia assistance to the families of 95
deceased fishermen under the Group Accident
Insurance Scheme, Minister for Agriculture and
Fisheries Kinjarapu Atchannaidu said on
Saturday. In a statement from Amaravati, Mr.
Atchannaidu said cases pending since 2018 were
reviewed on priority and 34.75 crore was
sanctioned and released. Of the 95 beneficiaries
identified, ex gratia amounts have already been
credited to the bank accounts of 90 families.

Karnataka BJP MLA held
for accepting 35 lakh bribe

Lokayukta Police arrest Chandru Lamani, two personal assistants after catching them allegedly

accept a bribe from a contractor for an irrigation project; BJP says party won't tolerate bribery

The Hindu Bureau
HUBBALLI

hirahatti BJP MLA
Chandru  Lamani
and two of his perso-
nal assistants were trapped
by the Lokayukta Police
while allegedly accepting a
bribe of 5 lakh from a con-
tractor in Laxmeshwar
town in Gadag district of
Karnataka on Saturday.

The MLA allegedly de-
manded a bribe of %11 lakh
for clearing a minor irriga-
tion project.

Class 1 contractor Vijay
Pujar, from Chinchali vil-
lage in Gadag taluk, com-
plained to the Lokayukta
Police.

On Saturday, around
2.15 p.m., Dr. Lamani and
his personal assistants,
Manjunath Valmiki and
Guru Naik, were caught by
the Lokayukta Police while
accepting a bribe at Balaji
Hospital run by him in Lax-
meshwar town. He and his
aides have been arrested.

S

Money thrown

When the Lokayukta Pol-
ice conducted a search, Dr.
Lamani’s personal assis-
tant, Guru Naik, reportedly
threw away a cover con-
taining ¥50,000 into the
compound of a nearby
private school.

Along with the cover
containing cash, the Lo-
kayukta Police recovered
¥4.5 lakh in cash from the
hospital.

The operation was car-
ried out by Deputy Supe-
rintendent of Police of Lo-
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In the net: Lokayukta Police at the hospital in Laxmeshwar town of Gadag district of Karnataka on

Saturday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

kayukta Police Vijay
Biradar, Inspector Para-
mesh Kavatagi and staff un-
der the guidance of Gadag
Lokayaukta SP
Siddalingappa.

The Gadag Lokayukta
Police have filed a case un-
der Section 7(a) read with
the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act, 1988.

The arrest of Dr. Lamani
led to a protest by his sup-
porters outside the hospi-
tal in Laxmeshwar. Howev-
er, the police intervened
immediately and dispersed
the crowd.

The protesters alleged
that district in-charge Mi-
nister H.K. Patil and a Lam-
bani seer were behind the
whole development.

Before contesting the
Assembly election in 2023,
Dr. Lamani was a taluk
health officer at Shirahatti
Taluk Hospital. A com-
plaint was registered
against him in Lokayukta

office over alleged discre-
pancies in issue of OPD
(Outpatient Department)
slips. Subsequently, he re-
signed on August 31, 2021
and established Balaji Hos-
pital in Laxmeshwar.

However, for almost two
years his resignation was
not accepted by the go-
vernment. After his candi-
dature was announced by
the BJP, the then Deputy
Commissioner of Gadag,
Vaishali M.L., had written
to the Commissioner of
Health and Family Welfare
mentioning that his resig-
nation was a ploy to escape
from punishment of cor-
ruption charges and he
had violated government
cadre rules by announcing
his candidature to contest
in election.

Subsequently his resig-
nation was approved just
few days before the As-
sembly election and he
contested on BJP ticket and

won by a margin of 28,520
votes.

Reacting to the incident,
in a sarcastic remark, De-
puty Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar said, “BJP
leaders are very honest.
They are corruption-free in
this country. The Lokayuk-
ta might have received
some wrong information.”
He added, “Let us see what
the Lokayukta says. I will
react after that.”

‘Will not tolerate’
Leader of the Opposition
in the Karnataka Legisla-
tive Council, Chalavadi Na-
rayanaswamy, said he was
not aware of the details
and that his party does not
tolerate bribery, adding
that he would comment af-
ter gathering full informa-
tion. State BJP president
B.Y. Vijayendra said he
“would respond after as-
certaining the facts.”

(With inputs from PTI)

WEATHERWATCH

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTHON DATA: CPCE, MAP: INSATAMD (TAKEM AT 18.15 HRE|

Forecast for Sunday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places over
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala and Mahe. Thunderstorm
accompanied with lightning/gusty winds likely at isolated places
over Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala and Mahe
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(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)
Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday
CITIES 502 NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE -

Ahmedabad ..... 56 .62 26 ..110 ..152 .. 1=
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Air Quality Code: BMrcor W uoderate M Good (Readi ngs indicate average AQI)
S50 Sulphur Dioxide. Short-tarm exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing difficult. It
can aftect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects

such as statues and monuments.

M Mitrogen Dicxkide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, poliutes coastal waters.

€O Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces axygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. &t very high lewvels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconscicusness and even death.

PME.S & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung diseaze

X387.53 cr. 15th Finance Commission funds for TG

funds were released follow-
ing the completion of Gram

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Panchayat elections.
The Central government has With this tranche,
released the third installment

of the 15th Finance Commis-

sion grants, allocating der the 15th Finance Commis-
3387.53 crore to the Telanga-  sion’s allocations.
na government. Despite this release, the

Official sources said the

the

State government has so far
received ¥1,034.42 crore un-

State government said that

vernment.

Telangana is still awaiting
nearly ¥2,000 crore in pend-
ing Finance Commission
funds from the Central go-

Panchayat Raj and Rural
Development Minister Dana-
sari Anasuya urged the Union
Government to expedite the
release of the remaining

ment.

dues. Panchayat Raj and Ru-
ral Development Minister Da-
nasari Anasuya directed offi-
cials to clear all pending bills
immediately and to speed up
priority infrastructure works
in the rural areas of Telanga-
na, using the newly released
funds by the Central govern-

Congress workers
storm Kerala Health
Minister’s residence

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A group of Youth Congress (YC)
workers stormed the official re-
sidence of Kerala Health Minis-
ter Veena George on Saturday
morning, catching the Thiruva-
nanthapuram City police un-
awares and eliciting strong prot-
est from the CPI(M).

The protest occurred mi-
nutes after Ms. George left to at-
tend a function in her consti-
tuency, Aranmula, in
Pathanamthitta district around
7.15 a.m. The trespass follows
the startling discovery of an ar-
tery forceps in the abdomen of a
woman who underwent surgery
at the Government Medical Col-
lege Hospital, Alappuzha, in
2021. The protesters broke open
the gate and placed a funeral
wreath at the front door of the
house and staged a sit-in protest
on the verandah. Subsequently,
a police posse from the Canton-
ment police station arrested the
workers.

Meanwhile, a meeting attend-
ed by Ms. George in Pathanam-
thitta witnessed chaotic scenes
after activists of the United De-
mocratic Front (UDF) erupted in
protest.

Speaking to media persons,
the Minister alleged that the at-
tack carried out by YC workers
had been orchestrated at the di-
rection of Leader of the Opposi-

»

Veena George

tion V. D. Satheesan.

tolerated.

cannot sit idle

situation.

lainous.

4th Floor, Annex Building-3, Bengaluru — 560 002

with Labour

N.: SE/BCCC/Z-2/TEND/04/2025-26

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER-CALL-3

(Only through KPP Portal) Two Cover System
The Superintending Engineer, Zone-2, BCCC, Bengaluru
invites tenders from eligible Contractors firm registered in
Bengaluru Central City Corporation or equivalent registration
any State Government
Organizations for the Collection of Parking Fees for
Various roads in Bengaluru Central City Corporation,
Zone-2 as detailed in the table below.

Department or

Date: 21.02.2026 ==

THE HINDU - EENADU

LIFE MADE SIMPLE :

INDUSTRIAL

NEEDS

POWDER COATING PLANT FOR SALE

_ -~ Complete

£ BENGALURU CENTRAL CITY CORPORATION| | | - oz

 Office of the Superintending Engineer, Zone-2, BCCC,

i Rl

Classifieds

Cell: 70134 39314

= THE=E HINDU

BUSINESS OFFERS
_____FINANCE ___§ __ BUSINESS

IMMD PERSONAL Business Property
NPA Take over Cibil No Issue

FOR SALE |[sSMe ot INVESTORS
All Type of Gym FHDFPEElFiTWLEUEIHEﬁgfF’E}qjecll Funrgi WANTED
SEILI : ng- 0ans r+Lirec
Immeﬁi;ate ST E LRI CHOTEN | 8111075733 SuccsssTully ronning.
A/c, Generator Etc., VIA. [ BUSINESS [] company is looking for
LR On 26-2-2026 in Online.

BUSINESS ASSOCIATES Wanted for MR 1. VY. [ V-V N0
Leading MNC - Financial Products

7810058225

 INVESTORS

Good returns assured

Sl.
No.

Description

CLASSIFIEDS

Min.1Cr. to 5Cr.

Contact:

9840173037

1 |Collection of Parking Fees Dispensary Road (OPH Road)

REAL ESTATE

@, BUILDING &

Referring to the incident at
Alappuzha Medical College, the
Minister said, “A detailed inves- 4
tigation was ordered, and legal
proceedings were set in mo-
tion,” asserting that no form of
medical negligence would be 5

The CPI(M) State secretariat
accused the Congress-led Oppo-
sition of attempting to instigate
riots in the State, terming the
ongoing protests against Ms. Ge-
orge unwarranted. The secreta-
riat said the demonstrators had

crossed all limits and the CPI(M)
in such a

Former Health Minister and
CPI(M) leader P.K. Sreemathy
termed the mode of protest vil-

“The Congress attacked a wo-
man holding high office at her
official residence. Ms. George
escaped by a whisker,” she said.

to Kamaraj Road & Ibrahim Sahib Street Road. Minimum
Reserve Annual License fee (Rs in Lakhs): 95.22,
EMD (In Rs): 1,90,440/-.

2 |Collection of Parking Fees for Millers Road Junction,

,,, Planetarium Road, St. John's Church Road & St.
e John's Road. Minimum Reserve Annual License fee
e (Rs in Lakhs): 113.23, EMD (In Rs): 2,00,000/-.

3 |Collection of Parking Fees for 2nd temple road in
Dattatreya Temple Ward, Sampige Road, Railway
Parallel Road & BWVK Iyengar road. Minimum
Reserve Annual License fee (Rs in Lakhs): 96.1,
EMD (In Rs): 1,92,200/-.

Collection of Parking Fees for Mavalli Tank Bund road,
DVG Road in Sunkenahalli Ward, Shankarmatt Road
& PMK Road. Minimum Reserve Annual License fee
(Rs in Lakhs): 109.38, EMD (In Rs): 2,00,000/-.

Collection of Parking Fees for Vani Vilas Road, Vasavi
Temple Street, Kanakapura Road, Diagonal Road,
Patalamma Road & T Mariyappa Road. Minimum
Reserve Annual License fee (Rs in Lakhs): 122.34,
EMD (In Rs): 2,00,000/-.

Period of Tender: 3 Years + 2 years of extension.
Calendar of events: (1) Tender documents may be
downloaded from the KPP portal of the Government of
Karnataka from 23.02.2026. (2) Queries may be uploaded
in KPP Portal on or before: 03.03.2026 upto 4:00 p.m.
(3) Tenders must be submitted online through KPP portal
on or before 4:00 p.m. on 07.03.2026 and the opening of
tenders will be as per e-procurement portal guidelines.
(4) Technical Bids will be opened on the website https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in in the office of the Superintending
Engineer, Zone-2, BCCC, Bengaluru on 09.03.2026
at 4:30 p.m. Further details can be obtained from the
above office during working hours or from the website
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

Sd/- Superintending Engineer, Zone 2, BCCC

l CONSTRUCTION

Construction Planning of
Ur House @ 1800/- P. Sft.
As per Vaasthu & We
undertake Renovation
Works also. ® 9390032209.

WATER PROOFING

28 b Jraofl; DE oo
ar%:r“&:, 8En, 2§ Poh, trpos
038 (dreudor) 2RE

Telof &, gpol& soed) & 1
w0 | mﬁanaﬁﬁf wbiyathd. 36
ol wivgiso. 9700496796

o8,
-

REAL
ESTATE

Y=
FLAT FOR SALE

Well Maintained Fully
Furnished 2 Bed Room
Flat 970 5ft Flat No: 408,
Sri Sal Gardens Bhavani
Nagar Macharam Price

Negotiable, ®© 8121532831

HOUSE FOR SALE

Commercial Building @
Ganesh Temple Vanasthali
puram N/S Facing Roads
Monthly Rent 1Lac. Con:
M.5.Reddy @ 9100997834,

PLOT FOR SALE||| (2 )

PSR o | | E—
Vanasthalipuram Saheb- |
nagar West Face 200 2
Sq.yds 2nd Bit to 80 Feet |TDE0.  wogHrd  erhd, ' RESIDENTIAL HOUSE
Road 42000/- Per Sq.yd @ |ECIL  &83¢  arosred®

8096600464, 8088044082,

Nagole, Balaji Enclave 200
Sq.Yds, E/F 36'X50" Plot
for Sale. LRS Approved,

Near Jaipuri Colony. Direct
Owner © 9849628820

Moinabad 1000 Sqg.Yds.
@ Peddamanglaram NR
Ventures. Fencing Wall
Room Hall Servant Ortr.
Fruit Plants. @© 9848023867

Pe - PSS Sogiy, e
“HE X Esaﬁt'j, RBI zresfyest
485 rero  Podn g
Sreiib warfaoodl  Qthre

/F, 30 Ft &y w5806/
Gdenyetn, © 9440023929
S e DEE bEd
HMDA, 230 rere 8m)
Dhofl bt wdnadid.
oFs. 7013261061.

Swe Hgd G5 Rokbs®
SRGcobn S8 Sok &rHb
Hbckn dejpd FESk, ©
8000989860,

PERSONAL
%C LASSIFIEDS

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Namdigam Jayalakshmi,
W/n. Nandigam sSambashiva
Rao, R/o. Flat No.401,
sudhakar Residency,
samathanagar, Kukatpally,
Hyd. Has changed my name
as Nandigam Jayalakshmi.

LOST

PROPERTY FOR SALE

Kukatpally Pipeline Rd.
G+1 GF 3 Shops 1st Fir
JBHEK on 162 Sqyd Clear
Title for Sale Cont.
9177304929, 77029959215.

I, Venkata Sai Sarvajit
Vangipurapu &/o. VH.
Sailaja, R/o. Hyd. Lost my
original Passport No:
C8714339. If any one found,
pls Call: 8096978885

AV L.

AVL CONSTRUCTIONS

-

Fin_d_ ‘l':ntlr_ YO U R
DREAM VILLA

Gated Community Office area
City water Servant quarter

Lift 3-car garage
Club house
24/7 power facility

d-bedroom
Home theatre area

4a00 st

Price: 14,.500/sft
on offer 1500/ sft discount
Effective Price: 1 3,000/- stt
Club House Worth at 6.5 Cr

each unit get 45 Lakh share
for more information:

8978184816

Address: Secretariat Employees Colony,
Manikonda, Hyderabad, Telangana. Pin.50008%

Available sizes: 4000 sit to

M HY-HYE
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News vogRABAD
From Page One India, Brazil ink pacts on minerals, o0
India ‘studying US. steel mining; agree to step up trade 5o

tariff moves: Ministry

“The ruling invalidates country-specific ‘recipro-
cal tariffs’ and fentanyl-linked duties imposed on
imports from major trading partners,” Ajay Srivas-
tava, founder of the think-tank Global Trade Re-
search Initiative, said. “The decision effectively
renders recent trade deals by the U.S. with the
U.K., Japan, the EU, Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam
and India one-sided and useless. ”

The U.S. also has other tariffs in place, such as
those under Section 232 of the U.S. Trade Expan-
sion Act of 1962. “It would need to be seen how
President Trump could still use other laws like
Section 232 to enhance/keep tariffs for covered
products outside of this decision,” Krishan Arora,
Partner and Indirect Tax and India Investment
Roadmap Leader at Grant Thornton Bharat, said.

Under the Section 232 tariffs, the U.S. has im-
posed a 50% tariff on imports of steel and alumini-
um. These tariffs will remain, and data shows they
could continue to have an impact on India.

Aluminium and steel exports, taken together,
form the fourth-largest group of exports for India
to the U.S. Exports to the U.S. of these items fell
nearly 66% in December 2025, as per the latest
trade data, in response to the tariffs.

‘De minimis’ tariffs also still remain

In August 2025, the U.S. suspended the ‘de mini-
mis’ exemptions, which had granted imports of
items valued at less than $800 per person per day.
This meant that the import of such items — rang-
ing from textiles to toys, cosmetics, and electronic
accessories — would attract the country-specific

duties based on their origin.

Following the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision,
Mr. Trump issued an executive order saying that
he has determined “it is still necessary and appro-

priate to
treatment”.

suspend duty-free de

minimis

This has an impact on India because a number
of small exporters and e-commerce players used
this de minimis route to send items to customers
in the U.S. on a duty-free basis.

8% of voters out of rolls
after SIR in 9 States, UT.s

While Gujarat saw the most voter deletions among
States with 13.4% of voters removed from the final
list, Kerala recorded the least number of deletions
at 3.22%. Among Union Territories, Andaman and
Nicobar saw the most deletions at 16.87% and
Lakshadweep the least at 0.36 %.

Voter deletions in Chhattisgarh stood at 11.77%,
Goa at 10.76%, Puducherry at 7.5 %, Madhya Pra-
desh at 5.96%, and Rajasthan at 5.74%.

The final list for Uttar Pradesh is scheduled to
come out on April 10 after numerous extensions,
and the list for Tamil Nadu is set to be published

on February 23.

In West Bengal, where the SIR has witnessed in-
tense litigation between the Election Commission
(EC) and the State government, the Supreme
Court has allowed the final list to be published on

February 28.

However, the top court also took an “extraor-
dinary” decision to involve the judiciary in the on-
going exercise, saying the persistent “trust deficit”
between the Mamata Banerjee government and
the poll body has led to a “stalemate”, with time

running out.

In Bihar, the SIR was first conducted last year
ahead of its Assembly election and the voter list
shrank from 7.89 crore in June 2024 to 7.43 crore
in September 2024. In Assam, a special revision of
voter rolls was conducted and the total number of

voters fell by 2.43 lakh.

The EC has asked the remaining 22 States and
Union Territories to complete all preparatory
work related to the SIR at the earliest with the revi-
sion “expected to start from April 2026”.

Day after the US. Supreme Court struck down Trumps tariffs, Modi and Lula discuss developments, launch action plan on

digital partnership for the future; the Brazilian President proposes increasing bilateral trade to $30 billion annually by 2030

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia signed agree-
l ments to cooperate in
rare earth and critical
minerals, and steel mining
with Brazil as Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi held
talks with Brazilian Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva in New Delhi on Sa-
turday. The two countries
committed to enhancing
trade beyond the current
target of $20 billion by
2030, and to expanding
the India-Mercosur Prefe-
rential Trading Agreement.
A day after the U.S. Su-
preme Court struck down
tariffs imposed by U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump, and
Mr. Trump levied a new
10% tariff on all countries,
the two leaders also dis-
cussed the development,
which has cast a cloud over
the trade deals just nego-
tiated with the U.S. After
the talks, the two sides also
launched a joint declara-
tion and action plan on a

I

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Brazilian President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva in New Delhi on Saturday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

digital partnership for the
future.

“Brazil is India’s biggest
trading partner, and we
have committed to go
beyond 20 billion dollars
in the next five years. Our
trade is not just a number,
it is a symbol of trust,” Mr.
Modi said in a joint press
appearance. “When India
and Brazil work together,
the voice of Global South
becomes stronger...,” he
added.

The agreement on criti-
cal minerals is a significant
step towards diversifying
from China, which current-
ly dominates all processing
supply chains for critical
minerals. India and Brazil
have also been attempting
to increase cooperation on
the biofuel alliance an-
nounced in 2023 along
with the U.S. and other
countries, which has taken
a back seat given the
Trump administration’s fo-

cus on fossil fuels.

“Increasing investments
and cooperation in matters
of renewable energies and
critical minerals is at the
core of the pioneering
agreement that we have
signed today,” Mr. Lula
said. “We are not just the
two biggest democracies of
the Global South. This is a
meeting of a digital super-
power with a renewable
energy superpower,” he
added, saying India and
Brazil are both regional
hubs, and defend multilat-
eralism and peace.

Mr. Lula, who was ac-
companied by 11 Ministers,
and the largest ever busi-
ness delegation for his five-
day visit, which included
the Al Impact Summit, said
India and Brazil should aim
for a more ambitious trade
target, and proposed dou-
bling current levels of
trade estimated at about
$12-15 billion to $30 billion
annually by 2030.

Briefing the media, Se-
cretary (East) P. Kumaran

said that Mr. Modi and Mr.
Lula had discussed trade
and tariff developments in
the U.S. “Both leaders
agreed...that both sides
need to study the implica-
tions of [the U.S. Supreme
Court judgment and the
new tariffs] and wait for
further developments by
the U.S. administration. So
we are in a wait and watch
mode,” he added

In 2025, the U.S. levied
50% tariffs on both India
and Brazil, the highest in
the world, for different rea-
sons. In recent months,
both have negotiated with
the U.S. for lower tariffs
and more exemptions on
goods, although neither
has completed a trade deal
with the U.S. yet. Both also
face the threat of higher
U.S. tariffs over their BRICS
membership.

The two leaders also
agreed to step up ties in de-
fence, energy, healthcare,
agriculture and pharma-
ceuticals, and South-South
cooperation.

Chinmay Gaikwad
MUMBAI

Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha and Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Saturday appeared be-
fore a court in Bhiwandi to
complete formalities in
connection with a defama-
tion case filed against him
over his remarks made
about the RSS during the
2014 general election.

The appearance was ne-
cessitated by the demise of
Shivraj Patil, who was the
original surety in the case.

In accordance with legal
procedure, the accused
must furnish a new surety
to maintain bail condi-
tions. Mr. Gandhi submit-
ted the name of Harshvard-
han Sapkal, president of
the Maharashtra Pradesh
Congress Committee, as
the new surety. The court
formally took note of the
substitution.

This marks the fourth
occasion that the Congress
leader has appeared be-
fore the Bhiwandi court in
connection with this mat-
ter. He was previously
granted bail in the case.

‘Bangladesh set to restore
visa for Indian nationals

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Days after the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party-led (BNP)
government took charge
after scoring a major elec-
toral win, Bangladesh is
moving towards normalis-
ing visa facilities for Indian
visitors, a diplomatic
source has confirmed to
The Hindu. However, a for-
mal notification in this re-
gard is yet to be issued by
Bangladesh.

Bangladesh had halted
issuing of visas in Decem-
ber 2025 when Indian mis-
sions faced protest and sev-
eral incidents of stone
throwing targeting Indian
missions and visa centres
were reported in Bangla-
desh. Subsequently, prot-
ests were held in India tar-
geting Bangladesh’s High
Commission in New Delhi
as well as visa centres in
West Bengal. Against this
backdrop, the High Com-
mission of Bangladesh had
paused visa issuance.

Visa had been one of the
major areas that faced dis-
ruption with the over-
throw of the Sheikh Hasina
government in Bangladesh
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Security personnel outside the Indian High Commission in Dhaka
as Bangladeshi groups gather for a march. FILE PHOTO

in July-August 2024. As per
diplomatic sources, India
used to issue more than
eight thousand daily visas
for Bangladesh through
multiple Indian  visa
centres in Bangladesh be-
fore the overthrow of the
Hasina regime. However,
following the major disrup-
tion of July-August 2024,
Indian Visa Application
Centres opened sporadi-
cally because of security
threats. As per diplomatic
sources, India isssued
around 3,000 medical and
student visas and at the
time of the swearing-in of
BNP’s Chairman Tariq Rah-
man who became the new

Prime Minister of Bangla-
desh on February 17, 2026.

Diplomatic outreach
The visarelated state-
ments came soon after the
Ministry of External Affairs
on Friday expressed wil-
lingness to take the bilater-
al relation forward. Official
Spokesperson of the Minis-
try of External Affairs
Randhir Jaiswal had said in
Friday’s weekly briefing,
“Building on the warm and
historic ties between the
two countries, India looks
forward to further streng-
thening our multifaced bi-
lateral ties with Bangla-
desh.”

Manipur BJP MLA dies 3
years after mob assault

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Vungzagin Valte (62), a Zo-
mi Bharatiya Janata Party
MLA from Manipur who
was brutally assaulted by a
mob in Imphal on May 4,
2023, died in a private hos-
pital in Gurugram on Satur-
day after prolonged medi-
cal complications post the
attack.

Though an official state-
ment from the family or
the hospital is awaited, Ma-
nipur Chief Minister Yum-
nam Khemchand Singh
said he was deeply grieved
by the untimely demise of
Mr. Valte, who “passed
away today (Saturday) in
New Delhi while under in-
tensive medical care”.

Mr. Singh paid his last
respects to Mr. Valte at Me-
danta Hospital in Guru-
gram and is learnt to have
told the family that the

State government is in-
clined to accord the de-
ceased full state honours in
Imphal.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi expressed deep
sorrow over the demise of
the legislator, noting that
Mr. Valte worked diligently

Vungzagin Valte

to bring a positive change
in society and that his in-
terventions in the Assemb-
ly were always insightful.

Several political leaders
in Manipur including de-
puty chief minister Nem-
cha Kipgen posted condo-
lence messages on X.

Manipur Governor Ajay
Kumar Bhalla declared a
three-day State mourning.
“The National Flag will be
flown at Half Mast on these
days throughout the State
and there will be no official
entertainment on the days
of State Mourning, that is,
from 22nd to 24 February,
2026,” the order said.

Mr. Valte had suffered
life-threatening injuries a
day after ethnic violence
erupted between Kuki-Zo

and Meitei communities in
May 2023. On February 8
this year, he was airlifted
from Manipur’s capital Im-
phal to New Delhi for ad-
vanced treatment and had
been on ventilator support
for the past week.

A third-time legislator
and also an adviser to
former Chief Minister N.
Biren Singh on tribal af-
fairs, Mr. Valte was at-
tacked while returning
from the Chief Minister’s
office. His official vehicle
was intercepted by a group
of people at Lamphelpat.
He and his driver, Thang-
houlal, a Kuki, were taken
to a nearby community
centre while his security
officer, Elangbam Mapu, a
Meitei, was released. The
driver died two days later.

Mr. Valte was stunned
with a Taser gun and was
repeatedly hit on the head
by a sharp object, his son
Joseph Valte had told The
Hindu on June 7, 2023. An
FIR was registered at the
Imphal police station on
charges of attempt to mur-
der and causing grievous
hurt against “unknown
persons.” No arrest has
been made so far.

Need to redraw Union-State powers
as centralisation has failed: Stalin

The Hindu Burean
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin has made a
strong case for recalibra-
tion of Union-State rela-
tions, pointing out that the
objective is not to weaken
the Union but to right-size
it, allowing it to concen-
trate on genuinely national
responsibilities while res-
toring to the States the au-
tonomy essential for effec-
tive governance,

“India now stands at a
constitutional  juncture
that calls for a recalibration
of Union-State relations.
Such recalibration would
not diminish national un-
ity; it would deepen it by
aligning authority with res-
ponsibility,” he said in a let-
ter addressed to Chief Mi-
nisters, political leaders,
constitutional experts, and
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The record of India’s
centralised
governance is
unpersuasive, says
T.N. Chief Minister

journalists across the
country.

He also enclosed a copy
of Part I of the report of a
High-Level Committee on
Union-State Relations. The
report was prepared by a
committee headed by Jus-
tice Kurian Joseph, with
former IAS officer Ashok
Vardhan Shetty and econo-
mist N. Naganathan as

members.

‘Imbalance of power’

Mr. Stalin argued that
through successive consti-
tutional amendments, ex-
pansive Union legislation
on subjects in the Concur-

rent List, conditional Fi-
nance Commission transf-
ers, and Centrally-
sponsored schemes with
rigid templates, the ba-
lance of power had tilted
further towards the Union.
“Large ministries exist
in New Delhi that duplicate
State functions and often
attempt to steer State
priorities through micro-
management and procedu-
ral oversight. In an inver-
sion of democratic
hierarchy, plenary State le-
gislation in Concurrent List
subjects is at times sought
to be diluted through sub-
ordinate rule-making at the
national level,” he said.
According to Mr. Stalin,
such centralisation might
have been defensible if it
had demonstrably deli-
vered superior outcomes.
“But by comparison with
decentralised federations,

global benchmarks, or In-
dia’s own aspirations, the
record of India’s central-
ised governance is unper-
suasive,” he said.

‘Struggling model’
Moreover, the Chief Minis-
ter observed, the model
had struggled to deliver
universal access, sustained
quality, genuine equity or
global competitiveness.
“Instead, it has produced
regulatory  complexity,
chronic underfunding as
resources are stretched
across expanding man-
dates, blurred accountabil-
ity, and a gradual erosion
of State capacity,” he said.
Mr. Stalin expressed
hope that the report would
stimulate constructive dia-
logue among the States
and contribute towards
restoring a balanced and
cooperative federal order.

U.P. POCSO court orders FIR against
Avimukteshwaranand Saraswati

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

A special court in Prayagraj
on Saturday ordered the
Uttar Pradesh police to
lodge a first information re-
port (FIR) against Swami
Avimukteshwaranand Sa-
raswati and one of his
aides Mukundanand Giri,
in connection with allega-
tions that he sexually ex-
ploited two minors, aged
14 and 17, at his ashram.
Additional Sessions
Judge Vinod Kumar Chau-

rasia, who presides over a
court under the Protection
of Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act, direct-
ed the police to conduct a
fair and independent
probe in compliance with
the provisions of the Act,
and to protect the identity
and dignity of the victims.
The order came while

The court noted the applicant’s allegations are supported by sworn
affidavits and were examined in an initial police enquiry. FILE PHOTO

hearing a plea by Sha-
kumbhari Peethadhishwar
Ashutosh ~ Brahmachari
Maharaj, seeking registra-
tion of an FIR against the
religious leader who was
accused of forcing himself
on minors at the ashram
under the pretext of ‘guru
seva’'.

The court noted that the

applicant’s allegations are
supported by sworn afhida-
vits and were examined in
an initial enquiry by the
Prayagraj Police Commis-
sioner.

During this enquiry,
both victims told the police
that they were sexually
abused by the accused on
or about January 18, 2026,

during the Magh Mela in
Prayagraj.

It is alleged that Mr. Sa-
raswati committed these
acts while pretending to
provide religious service
and guidance.

The Magh Mela is an an-
nual religious fair in which
devotees assemble for a
holy dip at Triveni San-
gam, the confluence of the
rivers Ganga, Yamuna and
the mythical Saraswati.
Hundreds of seers and reli-
gious leaders set up their
camps at Sangam during
that time.

The applicant said that
complaints were made to
the police authorities, in-
cluding written complaints
to the Commissioner of
Police, Prayagraj, and the
local Station House Officer.
However, no FIR was regis-
tered, forcing the applicant
to approach the Court.
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Ajit Pawar
plane crash:
‘Minister must
step down for
fair probe’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

NCP(SP) general secretary
and MLA Rohit Pawar on
Saturday wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
demanding Union Civil
Aviation Minister K. Ram
Mohan Naidu resign from
his position till the conclu-
sion of the inquiry into the
January 28 plane crash that
killed then Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar.

This was necessary, he
said, as Telugu Desam Par-
ty (TDP) leaders allegedly
had links with the charter
company, VSR Private Li-
mited, which owned the
aircraft that crashed, also
killing four others on
board.

“...This is why we re-
quest that the Civil Aviation
Minister should resign as
the investigation body
comes under him, and we
need a fair probe,” Mr. Ro-
hit Pawar said.

Al Impact Summit: 85 countries, 3

bodies sign New Delhi Declaration

U.S. and China are among the signatories of the statement that offers voluntary, non-binding framework to promote access

to Al resources, support locally relevant innovation, and strengthen resilient Al ecosystems while respecting national laws

Aroon Deep

NEW DELHI

|

ighty-five countries
and three interna-
tional organisations
signed the New Delhi De-
claration at the Al Impact
Summit on Saturday, a day
after the event’s scheduled
conclusion, as officials
sought to expand the sig-
natory list to achieve as
broad a consensus as
possible.

“Guided by the princi-
ple of Sarvajan Hitaya,
Sarvajan Sukhaya (Welfare
for all, Happiness for all),
the Declaration under-
scores that the benefits of
Al must be equitably
shared across humanity,”
the government said in a
statement regarding the
declaration.

Major participants, in-
cluding the United States
and China, endorsed the
document.

Union Minister Piyush Goyal with U.S. Ambassador to India Sergio
Gor, Bhutan Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay, OpenAl CEO Sam
Altman, and other dignitaries on the sidelines of the Al Impact
Summit, in New Delhi on Friday. ANl

As with the 2023 G20
Summit, the road to con-
sensus was paved with
non-binding and voluntary
commitments.

Democratising Al

While the Declaration
does mention Al safety
and trust — issues that the

U.S. in particular rejected
during last year’s Paris dis-
cussions — its commit-
ments lean heavily on
knowledge sharing.

The 900-word state-
ment offers a “Charter for
the Democratic Diffusion
of AI” as a “voluntary and
non-binding framework to

promote access to founda-
tional Al resources, sup-
port locally relevant inno-
vation, and strengthen
resilient Al ecosystems
while respecting national
laws.” It also introduces a
Global AI Impact Com-
mons — described as a vo-
luntary initiative — to exhi-
bit Al use cases for
governments to draw in-
spiration from.

Human capital

On security and trust, the
statement says, “Advanc-
ing secure, trustworthy
and robust Al is founda-
tional to building trust and
maximising societal and
economic benefits. Noting
that deepening our under-
standing of the potential
security aspects remains
important, we recognise
the importance of security
in Al systems, industry-led
voluntary measures, and
the adoption of technical

solutions, and appropriate
policy frameworks that en-
able innovation while pro-
moting public interest
throughout the  Al's
lifecycle.”

The statement empha-
sised that achieving “the
full promise of Al requires
equipping individuals with
relevant skills by expand-
ing Al human resource de-
velopment, specific initia-
tives on education, Al
workforce development,
training of public officials,
enhancing public aware-
ness of Al capabilities, in-
creasing Al literacy, as well
as upgrading vocational
and training ecosystems.”

“We take note of the vo-
luntary guiding principles
for reskilling in the age of
Al and the playbook on Al
workforce development,
which would support par-
ticipants in preparation for
a future Al-driven econo-
my,” the statement added.

Put India-US. deal on
hold and renegotiate
it, Cong. tells Centre

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Following the United States
Supreme Court’s rejection
of President Donald
Trump’s global tariffs, the
Congress on Saturday
asked the Narendra Modi-
led government to put the
India-U.S. interim trade
deal on hold and renego-
tiate its terms, alleging that
it was rushed through in
“desperation” and has now
become untenable.
Congress communica-
tions chief Jairam Ramesh
said the Centre must “cate-
gorically state” that there
would be no import liberal-
isation until there was clar-
ity from the American
side. “We demand that the
Prime Minister state that
we will not carry out im-
port liberalisation after the
[U.S.] Supreme Court deci-
sion..,” Mr. Ramesh told re-
porters, adding that the
agreement should be rene-
gotiated afresh to safe-
guard farmers’ interests.
His remarks came after
the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that the tariffs im-
posed by the U.S. President
exceeded presidential
authority. Despite the rul-
ing, Mr. Trump said there

Jairam Ramesh

would be “no change” in
the interim trade agree-
ment with India, which in-
cludes a general tariff rate
of 18% on Indian exports to
the U.S. He also an-
nounced a temporary 10%
import surcharge for 150
days under Section 122 of
the Trade Act, 1974.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi sharpened the
Congress attack. “The PM
is compromised. His be-
trayal now stands exposed.
He can’t renegotiate. He
will surrender again,” Mr.
Gandhi said in a post on X,

Mr. Ramesh questioned
the “haste” with which the
deal had been announced
on February 2, claiming
that Mr. Trump had de-
clared the agreement effec-
tive immediately at the “re-
quest” of Mr. Modi.

Post court ruling on tarifts, Trump
says no changes to India-U.S. deal

Sriram Lakshman
U.S. President Donald
Trump confirmed that

there were no changes to
the parameters of the U.S.-
India trade deal an-
nounced on February 2,
following the U.S. Supreme
Court’s 6-3 ruling on Fri-
day that the President’s ‘re-
ciprocal tariffs’ were
unlawful.

At a press conference in
which he railed against the
Justices who ruled against
the tariffs, Mr. Trump said
that he would use alterna-
tives to impose tariffs.

“Nothing changes.
They’ll be paying tariffs,
and we will not be paying
tariffs,” Mr. Trump said,
during a press conference
shortly after the court deci-
sion was out when asked
about the status of the deal
with India. He praised
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, calling him a “great
gentleman”, but added,
“He was ripping us off.”

“So we made a deal with
India, and it’s a fair deal
now, and we are not paying
tariffs to them, and they
are paying tariffs. We
didn’t flip,” Mr. Trump
said.

The agreed terms of the
deal reduce the general ta-

U.S. President Donald Trump during a press briefing at the White
House in Washington DC on Friday. REUTERS

riff rate for Indian goods
entering the U.S. from 50%
(including a 25% ‘penalty’
rate for India’s energy
trade with Russia) to 18%.
During the press confe-
rence, Mr. Trump said that
he would sign into law on
Friday a broad 10% “global
tarift” (raised to 15% on Sa-
turday) across the board
using Section 122 of the
U.S’s Trade Act (1974)
which is expected to come
into effect in three days.
These tariffs are valid for a
maximum of 150 days. He
also emphasised that Sec-
tion 232 tariffs, which are
imposed on national secur-
ity grounds (for example,
on steel and aluminium)
and Section 301 tariffs (re-
lated to “unfair’ trade prac-

tices) would remain in
place, adding that he was
initiating 301 investiga-
tions. It is, however, as yet
unclear what the legal ba-
sis would be for the entire
18% tariff rate on India.

The White House issued
a ‘fact sheet’ saying the
President was using Sec-
tion 122 (i.e., for all coun-
tries) to impose a 10% ad
valorem tax (15% now) for
150 days starting February
24,

Some goods would be
exempt, the White House
said, listing certain critical
minerals; some fertilizers;
pharmaceuticals and phar-
maceutical ingredients;
some agricultural products
including beef, oranges
and tomatoes; certain elec-

tronics; certain wvehicles
and their parts; certain ae-
rospace products and in-
formational materials.

The suspension of duty-
free de minimis treatment
for low-value shipments
was also going to continue,
the White House said, ad-
ding that these would be
subject to Section 122
tariffs.

Asked by a reporter dur-
ing the press conference to
characterise his relation-
ship with India, Mr. Trump
said it was “fantastic” and
that his relationship with
Mr. Modi is “great”. He
quickly moved on to claim
that India had stopped
buying Russian oil at the
U.S)s request. Mr. Trump
claimed, as he has done
before on multiple occa-

sions, that he stopped the

“war” (in May 2025) bet-
ween India and Pakistan
“largely” by threatening
each country with 200%
tariffs.

Mr. Trump did not
answer a question on
whether he had plans to
travel to India for the Quad

Summit this year. The sum- |

mit of the group of four
countries (India, the U.S.,
Japan and Australia) was
meant to take place last
year but was put on hold.

Protest at Al summit: court
sends four Youth Congress
workers to police custody

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Saturday
allowed five days of police
custody of four Indian
Youth Congress (IYC) work-
ers who were arrested for
staging a “shirts-oft” prot-
est at the Al Impact Sum-
mit venue here over the In-
dia-U.S. trade deal.

Judicial Magistrate Ravi
of Patiala House Court sent
Krishna Hari, national se-
cretary of the IYC from Bi-
har; Kundan Yadav, IYC
state secretary, Bihar; Ajay
Kumar, IYC State presi-
dent, Uttar Pradesh; and
Narasimha Yadav from Te-
langana, to police custody
for interrogation.

In its plea seeking custo-
dy of the accused, the pol-
ice argued that they had
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activists’ ‘shirts-off’ disruption,
on Saturday. PTI

raised anti-national slo-
gans and had worn T-shirts

with objectionable images
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi at the venue of
the event.

Stating that the act was a
‘serious’ misconduct, as an
attempt had been made to
stop the police in which
three personnel had been

injured, the police further
claimed that the custody of
the accused was needed to
recover their mobile
phones. The police also
claimed that the aim of the
custodial interrogation was
to find out the ‘conspiracy’
behind the protest, the
source of funding and
place where the T-shirts
worn by the accused were
printed.

Counsel appearing for
the IYC workers objected
to the custody request by
the police.

He argued that the ar-
rested youth were associat-
ed with a political party
and had exercised their de-
mocratic right to protest
peacefully. He added that
the arrest of protesters had
‘greatly diminished the dig-
nity of democracy’.

BJP, other parties slam Youth
Congress protest at Al summit

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Saturday held
protests in different parts
of the country against the
Congress party over the
“shirts-off” demonstration
by the Indian Youth Con-

gress (IYC) workers at the
India AI Impact Summit
venue in New Delhi a day
ago. Leaders of other polit-
ical parties also con-
demned the incident.

In Mumbai, BJP workers
showed black flags to Lead-
er of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi in

Thane when he was en
route by road to Bhiwandi
for an appearance before a
court in a 2014 defamation
case. While the BJP Yuva
Morcha organised a de-
monstration in Delhi, prot-
ests were also staged in
Jammu, Jaipur, Surat, and
other places.

changed as follows.
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BARIPADA
Office Order No. 1166 / Dt. : 20.02.26 /I

1=t Corrigendum to National Competitive Bidding e_procurement Notice
No.758 /| Weir on Bridge work Dt.29.01.2026 (NCE No-406)

Due to unavoidable circumstances the important dates of tendering process for weir on bridge work is being

Gangraj, Baripada

Sl Item

Time Schedule as per

Time Schedule as per

Mo Original NCB Corrigendum Notice
1. | Availability of tender On-line for | 10.02.2026at11.00 AMto | 27.02.2026 at 11.00 A.Mto
bidding 25.02.2026 up to 05.00 PM | 13.03.2026 up to 05.00 P.M

Clarification if any

2. Date & Time of Seeking Tender

24.02.2026 up to 05.00 P.M

12.03.2026 up to 05.00 P-M

Technical Bid

3. | Date & Time of Opening of

26.02.2026 at 11.00 A.M

16.03.2026 at 11.00 A.M

Financial Bid

Date & Time of Opening of

Will be intimated later

Will be intimated later

25001/215/2526

All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.
Sd/- Er.A.K.Naik, Chief Construction Engineer, R W.CIRCLE, BARIPADA.
OIPR-25001/25130/1/25-26/0029

Poll body to deploy
Central forces in West
Bengal from March 1

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

The Election Commission
of India (EC) has decided
to deploy Central armed
police forces (CAPF) in
West Bengal from March 1,
likely ahead of the announ-
cement of the schedule for
the Assembly election in
the poll-bound State.

About 480 companies of
forces will be deployed in
two phases in West Bengal
by March 10. In the first
phase, about 240 compa-
nies of CAPF will arrive on
March 1. The remaining
240 companies will be de-
ployed on March 10.

Sources at the commis-
sion said that the early de-
ployment of CAPF was a
confidence-building mea-
sure for the electors of
West Bengal.

The deployment of
CAPF has often been a sub-
ject of political debate, par-
ticularly due to the high in-
cidence of  political
violence in the State.

Earlier on several occa-
sions including during the
local polls, the Trinamool
Congress has opposed the
deployment of Central
forces. The letter sent by
the Union Home Ministry
to the State’s Chief Secre-
tary, Home Secretary and

About 480
companies of forces
will be deployed in
two phases in the
State by March 10

State Director General of
Police regarding the de-
ployment gives a break-up
on the forces being
deployed.

In the first phase about
110 companies of the Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), 55 of the Border
Security Force (BSF), 27 of
the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP), 27 of the See-
ma Suraksha Bal (SSB) and
21 of the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF), will
reach the State. In the se-
cond phase, the deploy-
ment will comprise 120
companies of the CRPF, 65
companies of the BSF, 20
companies of the ITBP, 19
companies of the SSB and
16 of the CISF.

After the completion of
special intensive revision,
the final electoral rolls are
scheduled to be published
on February 28.

Since the deployment
will be made on the very
next day, it is not likely that
the dates of the elections
will be announced in the
State before March 1.

Calcutta HC cancels
leaves of judicial
officers to assist SIR

Press Trust of India
KOLEKATA

The Calcutta High Court on
Saturday ordered cancella-
tion of leave, except under
medical emergency, grant-
ed to judicial officers in
West Bengal till March 9 to
ensure compliance with di-
rections of the Supreme
Court for completion of
the special intensive revi-
sion of electoral rolls in the
State. The court also asked

those currently on leave to
join their respective courts
and offices by Monday.
High Court Chief Justice
Sujoy Paul also held a
meeting with officials of
Centre and State govern-
ments on Saturday as per
the SC directive.

The order will apply to
officers posted as district
and sessions judges/chief
judges, additional district
and sessions judges, and
those on deputation.

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR.
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'.::_. RajCOMP Info Services Limited (RISL)
" C-Black, I* Floor, YojanaBhawan, Tilak Marg, C-Scheme, Jaipur
RISL invites ebids from the eligible bidders for the following:
NIB No./Date/Unique | Particulars Estimated Start of Sale date
bid no. _ LostEMD | andLastdate |
(12766- RFP for Procurement of Rs. 340 lakh 17.02.2026
4253510/BSDC- Viware Cloud Foundation Rs. 10.80lakh 04 03,2026
041/17.02.2026 Subscription Licenses for
(RIS2326GLOBOMIL) | RSDC

Details can be seem on the websites  httpy/mslrajasthan.gov.in,  hitp:/‘sppp.rajasthan.gov.in,
hitp;/iddoite. rajasthan.gov.in. Bids are to be submitted through http:eproc.rajasthan. gov.in Raj.samwad,/C/25,/20959
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Seshadri Road, Bengaluru — 560001

No.: DDA(FM)/FM RfP/2025-26

Date: 21.02.2026

SHORT TERM REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NOTIFICATION

The Department of Agriculture invites Request for Proposals
(RfP) from OEM / Manufactures / Importers for supply of
Sugarcane Harvesters, Combined Harvesters and Balers to
farmers under Departmental subsidy Programmes. The OEM/
Manufactures / Importers who are interested to participate in
this RfP can submit their proposals through e-Procurement
platform https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in

The interested OEM / Manufactures / Importers can download
the RfP document through e-Procurement platform by
payment of applicable e-Procurement processing fees and
the EMD amount as fixed by the Department. Applications
for RfP can be downloaded from the website https://kppp.
karnataka.gov.in from 21.02.2026 to 28.02.2026. The last
date for submission of proposals in e-Procurement platform is

| 28.02.2026, 5:30 p.m. The Technical Proposals will be opened

on 02.03.2026 at 11:00 a.m. in Samruddi, Commissionerate of
Agriculture, Seshadri Road, Bengaluru — 560 001.
The Hard copies (Physical Deposition) of the Technical

and Financial

Proposals along with other relevant

documents uploaded in the e-Procurement portal will be
received at the Office of the Deputy Director of Agriculture
(Farm Mechanization), Department of Agriculture, Seshadri
Road, Bangalore-560 001 upto 4:30 P.M. on 02.03.2026.

The interested Manufacturers/OEM/Importers have to register
at the e-Procurement Cell, Centre for e-Governance, 4th Floor,
= Arvinda Bhavan, Mythic Society Compound, Nrupathunga
Road, Bengaluru — 560001 and obtain the DSC key or e-token.
(Helpdesk: +91 80 46010000, +91 80 68948777)

NOTE : e-Procurement processing fee is non-refundable and
Tender documents are non transférable.

DIPR/CP/LC/5800/2025-26

Sd/-, Director of Agriculture
and Tender Inviting Authority
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9 CRPF personnel

injured as

vehicle falls into river in J&K

Nine personnel of the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) were injured after their vehicle fell
into a river in Srinagar of Jammu and Kashmir on
Saturday, officials said. The accident occurred on

the Dagpora-Umerhair road in the Ahmadnagar

locality in Srinagar. The vehicle fell into the river

after the driver lost control of it, officials said.
The injured personnel have been shifted to the

SKIMS hospital in Soura, where their condition is

said to be stable, they added. en

Shantmanu takes oath as J&K

SEC, hints at local body polls

Former bureaucrat Shantmanu, who was on

Saturday sworn in as the State Election

Commissioner of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) for a

five-year term, underscored the importance of
holding the long-pending panchayat and urban

local body elections in the Union Territory.

Lieutenant-Governor Manoj Sinha administered
the oath of office to the retired IAS officer at a
ceremony held at Lok Bhavan in Jammu. The
oath-taking ceremony was attended by Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah, and his cabinet

colleagues, including Deputy Chief Minister

Surinder Choudhary and Speaker Abdul Rahim

Rather. Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo and Director

General of Police Nalin Prabhat were also

present. e

Bihar farmers lose subsidies,

‘Al must remain a tool for humans’

At the Al Impact Summit held in the national capital, Bhutanese Prime Minister placed emphasis on ethics, regulation and transparency to keep Al

human-centric; he sees space for Indias leadership and proposes Gelephu Mindfulness City as a regional technology hub powered by clean energy

INTERVIEW

Tshering
Tobgay

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

rtificial Intelligence
A (AI) must remain a
tool for humans,

and not replace humans,
Bhutan’s Prime Minister
Tshering Tobgay says,
sounding an alarm on the
need for ethics and guar-
drails in an industry where
the U.S. and China domi-
nate 70% of the products
and research. Mr. Tobgay,
who was a speaker at the
Al Impact Summit plenary
session for leaders held in
New Delhi, also made a
pitch for the Gelephu
Mindfulness City as a
technological hub in the
region, using India-Bhutan
cooperation on hydropow-
er for energy needs.

You are here for the Al
Impact Summit in India,
and Bhutan is a guest
like so many others. But
at the end of the day, it’s

clear that the Al
industry today is
dominated by only two
countries — the U.S. and
China. Is there space for
other countries to have
a voice?

1.4 billion Indians under
the leadership of Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, 1
dare say, is more than a
space. I know that India
has the ambition and the
mettle to pull it off and
lead [the sector] too. 1
hope that AI remains a
tool. I hope the big powers,
the U.S., China and India,
will ensure that it is a tool,
a good tool, an efficient
tool, a tool like no other.
But I hope it remains a
tool. In the wrong hands,
this tool could become so-
mething more, or be mis-
used.

So we need ethics, we
need values. We need reg-
ulation. We need over-
sight. We need transparen-
cy, as Prime Minister Modi
said at the summit — he
said we want a glass box,
not a black box.

Are you hopeful of new
synergies between India

and Bhutan when it
comes to Al, especially
as Al requires a lot of
electricity?

Yes. The development
cooperation between India
and Bhutan has been most
successful in harnessing
energy that is clean and
green, from Bhutan’s hy-
dropower. We have ambi-
tious targets to develop so-
mething like 25 gigawatts
in the next 15 years.

We are working with the
Government of India and
private firms in India, and
that energy is going to be
used for development of
technology in particular.
Much of our development
of Artificial Intelligence is

going to take place in the
Gelephu Mindfulness City
(GMC), which his Majesty
the King (Fifth King of Bhu-
tan Jigme Khesar Namgyel
Wangchuck) has esta-
blished as a special admi-
nistrative region along the
border with India.

Gelephu’s domestic air-
port is now operating inter-
national flights to India,
and an international air-
port is being built.

GMC is going to be a hub
for Vajrayana Buddhism,
and many monasteries and
universities and medita-
tion centres will be built,
and a lot of the infrastruc-
ture is coming up already.
GMC has its own laws,
Board, and authority, own

government structure, and
many businesses have ex-
pressed interest.

Tata Consultancy [Ser-
vices] has an office in GMC,
Tata Power, and Adani
Power are doing a lot of
work in developing energy.
We now have many ‘found-
ing members’ for GMC
(these include Gautam
Adani), and we are hopeful
that we will get even more
founding members from
India.

During the COVID
pandemic, Bhutan was
seen as crypto power.
Do you see a space for
more outsourcing, high
tech, Al, and quantum
computing in the GMC?

Look, at the GMC, we have
stability. We have proximi-
ty to India. We have a good
friendship with India. We
have Prime Minister Modi’s
personal support for the
Gelephu Mindfulness City.

We have access to huge
amounts of energy that is
clean and green.

We have an area that is
clean and sustainable and
liveable, and therefore we
can do a lot together in the

technological space.

Is building a global
institution for the
governance of Al a
solution?

Every leader at the Al Sum-
mit has expressed a need
for guardrails.

They have all expressed
a need for ethics and va-
lues and transparency and
equity, also in terms of en-
joying the benefits of Al
And every leader I have
heard has expressed con-
cerns about the lack of
moderation, regulation, of
oversight.

So if political leaders are
so concerned and they ap-
ply action to their con-
cerns, then we should be
able to moderate how Al is
developed.

[ believe India is poised
to provide that leadership
in terms of moderation,
because India is the seat of
the world’s most ancient
wisdom, ancient civilisa-
tions. If we ignore ancient
wisdom, however, then I
think this technology can
get out of hand.

(Full interview
newsth.live/tobgay)

is at

‘India and U.S. Navies have critical

Tripura CPI(M) slams
Devanagari push in

role to play in IOR and Indo-Pacific’

Sumit Bhattacharjee

incentives for stubble burning

The Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) registration of
1,807 farmers in Bihar was suspended for stubble

tribal languages

burning in 2025-26, according to a report tabled

by the Agriculture Department in the Assembly.
Subsidies and incentives of 1,758 farmers were

blocked in 2025 for violating the government’s

advisory against crop residue burning. So far this
year, DBT registrations of 49 more farmers were
suspended for similar violations, according to the

report. DBT enables farmers to directly receive
financial assistance under various agriculture
schemes, it said. Bihar State Pollution Control
Board (BSPCB) chairperson Devendra Kumar

Shukla said the State government has imposed a
blanket ban on stubble burning to curb air

pollution and prevent soil fertility loss. en

HC quashes case on offering

namaz at restricted site

The Allahabad High Court has quashed criminal
proceedings against two students who were
booked by the police for offering namaz at a site

that had been declared restricted by the local
administration. In an order dated February 17, a

Bench of Justice Saurabh Srivastava set aside the

FIR, observing that the implication of the
applicants, who had no criminal antecedents,

was not justified. The students had been booked

for unlawful assembly and for defying orders
promulgated by public servants. A court in Sant

Kabir Nagar district had taken cognisance of the
alleged offences and issued summons to the

students in May 2019.
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VISAKHAPATNAM

Both India and the United
States have a critical role to
play in the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR) and the Indo-
Pacific, given their strong
naval capabilities, says Ad-
miral Stephen T. Koehler,
Commander of the U.S.
Pacific Fleet.

Speaking to The Hindu
on the sidelines of the re-
cently held International
Fleet Review (IFR) and MI-
LAN-2026 in Visakhapat-
nam, Admiral Koehler said
the IOR and the Indo-Pacif-
ic were vast oceanic re-
gions where it was impor-
tant to safeguard
sovereignty and ensure
stability:.

“It is a major trade route
that underpins the econo-
mies of many nations. It is
vital for like-minded coun-
tries such as India and the
U.S. to maintain freedom
of navigation in this region.
Both nations share com-
mon values and possess
strong naval forces. When
they work together with
other like-minded partn-
ers, their combined
strength can help protect
the region from wvarious
challenges, safeguard sove-
reignty, maintain peace,

India has the capacity to play a central role in the IOR, says Admiral Stephen T. Koehler, Commander, U.S.
Pacific Fleet, on the sidelines of the International Fleet Review in Visakhapatnam. v. RAJU, K.R DEEPAK

respond swiftly to disas-
ters, and, if necessary, act
as a deterrent,” he said.

‘Strong partners’
Highlighting the growing
operational cooperation
between the two coun-
tries, Admiral Koehler said
India was a strong partner
and that both nations regu-
larly undertake joint oper-
ations and complex exer-
cises such as Malabar,
MILAN, and RIMPAC to en-
hance interoperability.
“Both Navies operate
P-81 aircraft and MH-60R
helicopters, which are cap-
able of anti-submarine
warfare. We are working to
strengthen our capabilities
in areas such as quicker
response to Humanitarian

Assistance and Disaster Re-
lief (HADR) operations and
anti-submarine warfare by
deploying our assets, as we
value a free and open Indo-
Pacific,” he said.

Responding to allega-
tions from China that the
Quadrilateral Security Dia-
logue (Quad) was formed
to contain Chinese naval
expansion, Admiral Koeh-
ler said the grouping -
comprising the United
States, Japan, India, and
Australia — consisted of
like-minded nations com-
mitted to a free and open
IOR and Indo-Pacific, and
was not created to contain
any particular country.

On the rapid expansion
of the Chinese Navy, he
said, “We welcome any

country expanding its na-
val forces. However, we
will not accept any breach
of peace or challenge to so-
vereignty. That position
applies universally.”
Praising India’s naval
capabilities, Admiral Koeh-
ler said, “India has a strong
Navy and the capacity to
play a central role in the
IOR. Most importantly, it is
a highly professional force.
In the coming years, we ex-
pect to scale up the com-

plexity of our joint
exercises.”
He also noted that Visak-

hapatnam-based Eastern
Naval Command (ENC)
was strategically posi-
tioned and likely to play a
leading role in the years
ahead.

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

The Communist Party of
India (Marxist) has criti-
cised the Centre’s attempt
to impose Devanagari on
Northeast Indian tribal lan-
guages that are spoken
without scripts.

The CPI(M)’s Tripura
State secretary, Jitendra
Chaudhury, who is also the
Leader of the Opposition
in the 60-member Assemb-
ly, condemned Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah’s call to
the speakers of tribal ton-
gues to adopt the Devana-
gari script. He told press-
persons on Saturday that
any attempt to enforce a
single-language script
would threaten the re-
gion’s cultural diversity.

Addressing the North-
ern Regional Rajbhasha
Sammelan in Agartala on
Friday, Mr. Shah said the
‘Nagari Lipi’ would help
protect linguistic identities
in the Northeast, where
many dialects and languag-
es have no script. He also
urged all stakeholders in
the region not to politicise
languages or create contro-
versies over scripts.

“The promotion of Hin-
di through the Official Lan-

Mr. Shah suggested
that languages
spoken in the region
should switch to the
script used for Hindi
and Sanskrit

guage Department is ac-
ceptable, but any attempt
to force communities in
the Northeast to adopt the
Devanagari script for their
native tongues is not,” Mr.
Chaudhury said, express-
ing concern over Mr.
Shah’s suggestion that
some languages spoken in
the region should switch to
the script used for Hindi,
Sanskrit, and other main-
stream languages.

‘Freedom to choose’

The CPI{M) leader also said
that the Centre’s push for
linking the adoption of De-
vanagari with regional de-
velopment “undermines
our linguistic variety and
cultural heritage”. Stress-
ing that the speakers of
each language must have
the freedom to choose
their script, he said the
Centre’s “cultural hegemo-
ny” was aligned with the
ideology of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).

Indigenous tetanus and adult diphtheria
vaccine launched: Nadda calls it momentous

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Union Health Minister J.P.
Nadda on  Saturday
launched the indigenously
manufactured tetanus and
adult diphtheria (Td) vac-
cine at the Central Re-
search Institute (CRI) in Ka-
sauli, Himachal Pradesh.

Describing the indige-
nous launch of the vaccine
as a momentous occasion,
he said the launch marks a
significant step towards sa-
feguarding national health
security and strengthening
India’s public  health
infrastructure.

With the formal launch
of the Td vaccine, it has
now been introduced for

Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare JP Nadda launches of

vaccine at Central Research Institute (CRI), Kasaul on Saturday. AN

supply under the Universal
Immunization Programme
(UIP). The Central Re-
search Institute will supply
55 lakh doses through UIP

by April this year, with pro-
duction expected to scale
up progressively in subse-
quent vyears to further
strengthen the programme

implemented by the Go-
vernment of India, said Mr.
Nadda while addressing
the gathering.

Global pharmacy hub

Highlighting India’s global
standing, the Minister also
stated that the country is
widely recognised as the
“pharmacy of the world”
and is among the leading
vaccine manufacturers glo-
bally. “Historically, vaccine
and drug development ti-
melines were long, tetanus
vaccine development took
decades globally, tubercu-
losis medicines took nearly
30 years to evolve and the
Japanese Encephalitis vac-
cine took almost a century
of scientific effort,” he said,

adding “In contrast, during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
India developed two indi-
genous vaccines within
nine months and adminis-
tered over 220 crore doses,
including booster doses.”
Mr. Nadda said that CRI
is the first government in-
stitute to manufacture vac-
cines under Good Manu-
facturing Practices (GMP)
standards, reflecting the
modernisation of public
sector vaccine manufactur-
ing units. He said the Un-
iversal Immunization Pro-
gramme is the world’s
largest immunisation pro-
gramme, which currently
provides 11 vaccines pro-
tecting against 12 vaccine-
preventable diseases.

Constitution
released in
Tamil and
Gujarati

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Vice-President C.P. Rad-
hakrishnan on Saturday re-
leased the updated ver-
sions of the Constitution of
India in Tamil and Gujarati
languages, along with the
8th Edition of the Legal
Glossary (English-Hindi) at
Uprashtrapati Bhavan
(Vice-President’s Enclave)
on the occasion of Interna-
tional Mother Language
Day. Law Minister Arjun

Ram Meghwal was present.

The Vice-President’s Of-
fice said the initiative was
aimed at taking the Consti-
tution to the people in their
own languages.
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U.S. military strikes another alleged

KYIV

Ukraine strikes what media calls a

drug boat in eastern Pacific, kills 3

missile factory deep inside Russia

AFP

The U.5. military said on Friday that it has carried out another
deadly strike on a vessel accused of trafficking drugs in the Eastern
Pacific Ocean. It said the strike killed three people. Friday's attack
raises the death toll from the Trump administration’s strikes on
alleged drug boats to at least 148 people in at least 43 attacks. ap

REUTERS

Ukrainian drones struck an industrial site deep inside Russia on
Saturday, which a Russian news channel, Astra, said was a key
state-owned missile factory. The attack took place in Russia’s
Udmurt Republic, leaving 11 hurt, three of whom were hospitalized,
according to a Telegram post by the local Health Minister. AP

HONG KONG

Hong Kong plans to buy homes

devastated in deadly high-rise fire

COLOMEBO

Buddhist monks rally in Sri Lanka

for a wider role in affairs of state

Hong Kong proposes to spend about HKS4 billion ($512 million) to
buy out the owners of homes in a high-rise housing complex
ravaged by a massive fire to resettle nearly 2,000 affected
households. The government ruled out the possibility of using the
original site for future residential purposes. REUTERS

Hundreds of Buddhist monks rallied in the capital of Sri Lanka on
Friday to protest alleged government disrespect of their religion
and disregard for a long-standing tradition that they be consulted in
matters of state. The monks at the protest in Colombo read out an
appeal note they said would be sent to President Dissanayake. AP

379 political
prisoners get
amnesty in
Venezuela

Agence France-Presse
CARACAS

Venezuelan  authorities
have granted amnesty to
379 political prisoners, a
lawmaker said on Friday,
after a new law was enact-
ed by interim authorities
following the U.S. toppling
of former leader Nicolas

Maduro.
Venezuela’s National As-
sembly unanimously

adopted the law a day be-
fore, providing hope that
hundreds of political pri-
soners behind bars may
soon be released.

National Assembly de-
puty Jorge Arreaza, the
lawmaker overseeing the
amnesty process, said that
the 379 prisoners “must be
released, granted amnesty,
between tonight and to-
morrow morning.”

It would be ‘fine’ if Israel took over
entire region: U.S. envoy Huckabee

In an interview, American ambassador says Israel has ‘historical and biblical rights’ to West Asia; Jordan ‘denounced the

diplomat’s remarks, which it called ‘absurd and provocative’; Arab League condemned ‘the highly extremist statement’

Stanly Johny

ike Huckabee, the
MU.S. Ambassador
to Israel, said in

an interview that Israel has
“historical and biblical
rights” to West Asia and
that “it would be fine if
they took it all”. He later
appeared to walk back on
the remark, describing it as
a “hyperbolic statement”,
but the comment triggered
sharp responses from Arab
leaders.

“This is a small popula-
tion of people [Jews]. They
have a connection to this
land, historically, biblical-
ly,” Mr. Huckabee, a former
Republican Governor of
Arkansas appointed Am-

Rattling the cage: U.S. Ambassador to Israel Mike Huckabee, left,
while visiting the Western Wall in Jerusalem’s Old City. REUTERS

bassador to Israel by the
Trump  administration,
told podcaster Tucker Carl-
son. “This particular area
we are talking about now,
Israel, is a land that God

gave through Abraham to a
people that he chose. It
was a people, a place, and
a purpose,” he said.

Mr. Carlson pressed the
U.S. envoy to explain his

comment. According to
Genesis, the promised
land stretches from the Eu-
phrates to the Nile, “which
will include the whole Mid-
dle East — Israel, Jordan,
Syria, Lebanon, big parts
of Saudi Arabia and Iraqg,”
said Mr. Carlson. “What
land you are talking about?
[This] is basically the en-
tire Middle East. ” he
asked.

“It would be fine if they
took it all,” replied the
Ambassador.

Jordan’s Foreign Minis-
try on Saturday “de-
nounced” Mr. Huckabee’s
statement, which it called
“absurd and provocative”.
It constitutes “a violation
of diplomatic norms, an as-

sault on the sovereignty of
the countries of the region,
and a flagrant breach of in-
ternational law and the
Charter of the United Na-
tions,” Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Fuad Al-Ma-
jali said in a statement. The
Arab League “condemned
the highly extremist state-
ments” made by Mr. Huck-
abee.

When Mr. Carlson asked
the envoy if he would ap-
prove of Israel expanding
across the region, he said:
That’s really not exactly
what I'm trying to say.”

“It was somewhat of a
hyperbolic statement.
They don’t want to take it
over... but they want to
protect their people”.
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Mourners chant slogans as they carry the coffins of Hezbollah
militants killed in Israeli strikes in eastern Lebanon on Saturday. Ap

Israeli strikes kill 8
Hezbollah members’

Associated Press
RAYAK

Israeli air strikes on east-
ern Lebanon have killed
eight members of the mili-
tant Hezbollah group, in-
cluding several local ofh-
cials, two officials with the
group said on Saturday.
The Lebanese Health
Ministry put the death toll
at 10, but did not distin-
guish between militants
and civilians. The Hezbol-
lah officials said that the

eight militants were killed
in strikes near the village of
Rayak in northeast Leba-
non late Friday.

The Israeli military said
on Saturday that several
members of Hezbollah’s
missile unit, in three diffe-
rent command centres in
the Baalbek area in Leba-
non, were “eliminated”.

A funeral was held on
Saturday in the eastern vil-
lage of Nabi Chit for two
Hezbollah members who
were killed in the strikes.

RSP rides reform wave, old guard
digs in ahead of Nepal's elections

Sanjeev Satgainva
KATHMANDU

Political parties in Nepal
have launched campaigns
for the March 5 parliamen-
tary elections, necessitated
by last September’s Gen Z
protests.

The Nepali Congress,
the country’s oldest party,
kicked off its campaign ral-
ly from Janakpur in Mad-
hesh, a province bordering
India, on February 18, as it
seeks to reclaim its clout in
the region. The Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP), a
relatively new force in Ne-
pal that rose from the 2022
elections, organised its
election gathering in Dhan-
gadhi, a city in Nepal'’s far-
western region.

Various other parties
have scheduled their pro-
grammes, with the vote
just two weeks away.

The coming elections
are seen as a litmus test for
Nepal’s traditional parties,
which have drawn scorn
from various quarters for
their failures, despite rul-
ing the country for the last
three decades. Change is
the common  refrain
among voters, but there is
little clarity as to what ex-
actly that means, except
for one apparent issue that
stands out — there is palpa-
ble frustration with the old
parties.

Tanka Lama, from Ra-
mechhap, a district around
150 km east of Kathmandu,
says it’s time Nepalis voted
for a party other than the
Nepali Congress or the
Communist Party of Nepal-
UML. “I had plans to vote
for the RSP, but since Ba-
lendra Shah has joined the
party as its PM candidate, I
have changed my mind,”
said Mr. Lama, 25, who
drives a taxi in Kathman-
du. “I will probably vote
for Ujyalo [Nepal Party].”
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Poll fervour: RSP candidate Balendra Shah during a door-to-door
election campaign in Jhapa, Nepal on February 16. aFp

The RSP was formed
just six months before the
2022 elections by former
TV host Rabi Lamichhane.
Riding on the wave of wi-
despread discontent
against Nepal’s traditional
parties, it emerged as the
fourth-largest force. Mr.
Lamichhane is a controver-
sial figure, facing charges
of embezzling cooperative
funds, while Mr. Shah, who
resigned as Kathmandu’s
mayor, remains a Marmite

figure.

Bet on the bell
Nityanand, an analyst
based in Janakpur, says vo-
ters do not seem to care
much about Mr. Lamich-
hane or Mr. Shah; the wave
is such that everyone says
“ghanti,” or the bell, the
election symbol of the RSP.
“The RSP wave is unprece-
dented. It’s a different mat-
ter whether the street
emotions will materialise
into actual votes,” he said.

Apart from the RSP, oth-
er new forces are also
emerging. The Ujyalo Ne-
pal Party came into being
only recently, launched by
Kulmang Ghising, a former
technocrat credited with
ending Nepal’s hours-long
power outages.

As many as 68 parties
are contesting the March 5
polls, with more than

3,000 candidates running
for the 275-member House
of Representatives. In Ne-
pal, 165 members are elect-
ed under the directly elect-
ed first-past-the-post
system, while 110 are elect-
ed under the proportional
representation (PR) sys-
tem. This mixed system
makes it extremely difficult
for any party to secure a
majority.

The question many are
asking this time is who will
emerge as the biggest par-
ty. Though the street wave
leans towards the RSP, it is
a force with a weaker or-
ganisational structure
compared to parties like
the Nepali Congress or the
CPN-UML. The Maoist par-
ty, led by Pushpa Kamal
Dahal, who led the 10-year-
long insurgency from 1996
to 2006, has now trans-
formed into the Nepali
Communist Party. Mr. Da-
hal, a two-time Prime Mi-
nister, has moved to Ru-
kum — a Maoist stronghold
during the insurgency — in
search of a safe constituen-
cy, an indication of how
the party’s appeal has
waned over the years.

Until 2022, Nepal’s elec-
toral trend showed little to
no swing votes, with the
Congress and the UML
usually standing out. In
2008, the Maoist party,

which had just emerged
from the war, stunned ma-
ny as it became the single
largest party. But in elec-
tions after the 2015 consti-
tution, the Congress and
the UML have led. That
pattern was disrupted in
2022 with the emergence
of the RSP.

When the Gen Z prot-
ests happened in Septem-
ber 2025, which left 77
dead, the UML’s K.P. Shar-
ma Oli was the Prime Mi-
nister with the backing of
the Congress. Dissatisfac-
tion with these parties had
already been simmering,
as the protests called for an
end to a status quo en-
trenched by the old guard
that many believed was
promoting corruption and
mis-governance. Many also
hold the two parties res-
ponsible for the protest
deaths.

Mr. Oli resigned on Sep-
tember 9. President Ram
Chandra Poudel, on Sep-
tember 12, formed an inte-
rim government led by
Sushila Karki, a former
Chief Justice. The interim
administration dissolved
the House and called elec-
tions for March 5.

As many as 19 million
people, out of Nepal’s 30

million population, are |

eligible to vote, with
around one million voters
— mostly youth — added to
the rolls after the protests.

Mr. Lama, the taxi driv-
er, says voting out old par-
ties does not necessarily
mean everything will
change and improve in the
country, but since the Gen
Z protests demanded
change, the country must
see a shift. “I know even if
the RSP wins, it cannot
form a government alone,”
he said. “But the point is
we have already seen other
parties, let’s give a new
party a chance.”

( APPOINTMENT J

BENGALURU WEST CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer,
TEC Division, 2nd Floor, 19th Main Road,
2nd Block, Rajajinagar, Bengaluru-560010

2L
Vigpw

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS WITH
MULTIPLE DISABILITIES (DIVYANGJAN) (NIEPMD) 7%

(Accredited by NAAC) (150 8001:2015) L
{Dept. of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan),
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Govt. of India)
Muttukadu, East Coast Road, Kovalam (P.0), Chennai - 603 112.
Tamil Nadu - India. Phone: 044 — 2747 2046, 2747 2113, 2747 2423.
~ (Re-Accredited by NAAC B+2™ Cycle)- - 1S0 9001:2015-
Website: www.nigpmd.nic.in. Email; niepmd@gov.in, director@niepmd.tn.nic.in

ol

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW FOR ENGAGEMENT OF STAFF ON
CONTRACTUAL BASIS AT NBER-NIEPMD(D), CHENNAI

Walk-in-interview for engagement of Sr. Consultant to work on contractual
basis for NBER unit at NIEPMD{D), Chennai will be held on 02.03.2026.

For complete details regarding above mentioned contractual post,
educational qualifications, experience, consolidated remuneration, age
prescribed for the post, terms and conditions and to download application
form, please visit Institute's website www.niepmd.nic.in. The position/number of
post advertised may vary and any modifications/comigendum in the above
notification will be given in Institute's website only. Sd/-

DIRECTOR
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No.: EE(TEC-Z-2)/ITEND/07/2025-26

Date: 21.02.2026

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)

(Short Term Tender Notification)
(Through GOK e-Procurement Portal Only)
The Executive Engineer, TEC Division (BWCC) invites
tenders from eligible tenderers for the works detailed in the

table below.

Name of Work

T.E.C. Work as per requirement of Bengaluru Traffic
Police Department for the work of providing Scientific
Humps, HRPC, Lane Divider, Thermoplastic Paint &
Other Safety Work in Arterial and Sub Arterial Roads
in West zone. Amount Put to Tender: 1,69,46,055.00,
EMD (in Rupees): 2,60,000/-

Calender of Events: (1) Tender document may be
downloaded from KPPP Portal of the Government of
Karnataka from 24.02.2026 onwards. (2) Prebid meeting:
26.02.2026 at 4:30 p.m. (3) Last date for submission of
tenders: 04.03.2026 upto 4:00 p.m. (4) Date of opening of
Technical bid: 06.03.2026 at 4:30 p.m. (5) Date of opening of
Financial bid: 09.03.2026 at 4:30 p.m. (if possible). Further
details can be obtained from the above office during working
hours or from the website https:/fkppp.karnataka.gov.in
Sd/- Executive Engineer, TEC Division, BWCC

MNo. F.(/ArMP/2025-2026/18070-18119

DIPR/C/3539/2026

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,

PHED, REGION AJMER
Phone No. 0145-2624748 Email: aceregionajmer@gmail.com

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR WORKS

Bids for the Water Supply Scheme for Augmentation and rehabilitation
of UWSS Kishangarh, Pushkar, Nasirabad Cantt and Nasirabad Town,
District Ajmer including 5 years O&M after 1 year defect liability period
under AMBUT 2.0 (NIT No.24/2025-26; Estimated Cost Rs. 5183.72
Lacs) are invited from interested bidders up to dated 05.03.2026.
Other particulars of the Bid may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://sppp.raj.nic.in) (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in) of the state.
UBN No.: PHE2526WLOB14504, NIB No.: PHE2526A6702

Additional Chief Engineer, PHED Region Ajmer

Dated: 17/2/2026

(Ram Chandra Rar)

OHPC
2

work as detailed below:

ODISHAHYDRO POWER CORPORATION LTD.
(A GOVT. OF ODISHA UNDERTAKING)
CIN: U401010R19955GC003963

REGD.OFFICE: OHPC Corporate Office, Bhoi Nagar, Janpath,
Bhubaneswar-751022

Phone:91-0674-2542983, 2542802, 2545526, Fax-2542102. E-mail:ohpe.co@gmail.com

No.OHPC:TECH:C&P:51/2025-26/ 1372 Date: 18.02.2026

NOTICE INVITING TENDER No.08/2025-26

Sealed Tenders are invited in two-part bidding systemi.e. (i) Techno Commercial bid and
(ii} Price bid in separate sealed envelopes from eligible bidders as per this tender
specification possessing valid GST Registration Certificate & IT PAN for the following

Description of Work

Cost of Tender EMD in shape of
papers (Mon- DD/BC/BG/
refundable) in Rs. | (Refundable) in Rs.

Supply, Erection, Testing and Commissioning
of 33 KV Single line circuit from 220/132/33 KV 11,800/

GSS, Jayapatna (Baner) to the proposed 600MW | (inclusive of GST)
Upper Indravati Pumped Storage Project,
Ranibahal, Kalahandi on turnkey contract basis.

4,96,000/-

For details of the tender documents, terms and conditions and corrigendum
etc. please visit / refer our official website www.ohpclitd.com from Dated 25.02.2026.

C & P Head
OIPR-4001/4088/1/25-26/0002

4001/37/2526

) TRAUMA AND ORTHOPAEDICS

(Government of Karnataka Autonomous Institute)

Byrasandra, Jayanagara East, Bengaluru - 560 011 Ph: 080-26564516,
26562500 Grams: SITO Fax; 26565222 E-mail; sitodirector@gmail.com

No. SGITO/e-Tender/ME/OT/Anaesth/04/2025-26

Date:.21-02-2026

TENDER NOTIFICATION
(Through KPP Portal only)

Sanjay Gandhi Institute of Trauma & Orthopaedics,
Byrasandra, Jayanagara East, Bengaluru - 11 invites
tender from the eligible tenderers through the KPP
portal of GOK for procurement of below mentioned

Medical equipments.:-

ANAESTHESIA DEPARTMENT:

(1) Depth Of Anaesthesia Monitoring - 3 Nos.,
(2) Convective Patient Warming Unit With Blanket -
3 Nos., (3) Target Controlled Infusion Pumps - 3 Nos.
(4) Pulse Co-oximeter With Capnography - 3 Nos,,
(5) Portable Capnography Monitor - 5 Nos.

O.T & ANAESTHESIA DEPT:

(1) Dvt Pump Machine - 2 Nos., (2) Defibrillators - 2 Nos.,
(3) Flexible Fiberoptic Bronchoscope -1 No., (4) Video
Laryngoscope -1 No., (5) Air Compressor - 1 No.

(1) The Tenderers can download the documents from:
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/ on or after 22-02-2026
and the last date for submission of completed tenders
through kpp portal is 12-03-2026 upto 4:00 PM.

(2) The Tender Accepting Authority reserves the right to

accept / reject or cancel tender without assigning any

reason thereof.
DIPR/SI/5803/2025-26

Sd/- Director
Tender Inviting Authority

M HY-HYE
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HIGH PRAISE

Varun did well against us, and he

FILE PHOTO: VIJAY SONEJI

Quinton de Kock praised Varun Chakaravarthy while stressing that
the South African batters had their plans. “He is a very good bowler.
He bowled well against us in the series, like two months ago.
Hopefully, the guys have had a bit more time to look at him, speak
about how they are going to play against him,” de Kock said.

DEALING WITH IT

Pitches have been tricky but not

[ N

VIJAY SONEJI

The surfaces on offer in the T20 WC have thrown up challenges but
skipper Suryakumar Yadav said that India has adapted well. “From
Wankhede (venue for the first game) till the last league match, the
pitches were not too challenging but a little tricky. We knew how to
bat after the PowerPlay and finish the innings,” said Suryakumar.

IN FOR A FIGHT

We underestimated a few sides in

our group: England skipper Brook

FILE PHOTO: EMMANUAL YOGINI

We probably underestimated a few of the sides. They put up a really
good fight. Yeah, we came here to get through that stage, and
thankfully, we have. So, we're here in the Super Eight, and that’s our
main focus now — England captain Harry Brook ahead of the match
against Sri Lanka in the T20 World Cup.

LOOKING AHEAD

‘The teams which make fewer

mistakes are likely to go through

h

AFP

Fielding coach R. Sridhar said Sri Lanka has moved on from the 0-3
drubbing by England at home in the run-up to the T20 World Cup.
“The teams which do things correctly under pressure, the teams
which make fewer mistakes are likely to go through,” Sridhar said
on the eve of Sri Lanka’s Super Eight game against England.

India, South Africa lock horns in
what promises to be a thriller

A lot would hinge on the Proteas speedsters and their battle with the defending champion’s top-order; the home spinners

will have to rein in the rival batters; the good show of all-rounders Hardik and Dube augurs well for Suryakumar’s side

T20 WORLD CUP

K.C. Vijaya Kumar
AHMEDABAD

uch water has
M flowed down the
Sabarmati since

India and South Africa
clashed at the Narendra
Modi Stadium here last De-
cember. Suryakumar Ya-
dav’s men clinched that
fifth T20I to seize the series
3-1. Now at the same ve-
nue, the two units will
square up against each oth-
er in the ICC T20 World
Cup Super Eight Group 1
match on Sunday.

Having played three
Group D games at Ahme-
dabad, South Africa is
clued into the surface. Yet,
this awareness may not ne-
gate the host’s advantage
that India naturally has.
The Men in Blue also
played their last encounter
here against the
Netherlands.

Aiden Markram’s men
have some history to brood
over. In the 2024 ICC T20
World Cup final at Bridge-
town, South Africa lost to
Rohit Sharma’s men by se-
ven runs. Cut to the pre-
sent, the visitors know that
defending champion India
is a potent threat.

India won all its Group A
outings but the results can-
not mask some areas of
concern. Atop the batting
tree, Abhishek Sharma’s
three ducks may cause
some worry but he is a rare
talent, even as Sanju Sam-

Match-ups: Rinku may have a big role to play as a finisher. Markram, on the other hand, will be hoping for Rabada to strike early. viJaY SONEJI

son remains an option.
The host found its he-
roes in every game, with
Shivam Dube sparkling
against the Netherlands.
Along with Hardik Pandya,
Dube adds value to the all-
rounder zone within the
Indian playing XI. Losing
wickets in clusters has of-
ten shadowed India, and

now as the championship
veers towards its business

end, solidity and extra
runs remain imperative.
The South African bat-
ters can strike hard and
that would be a challenge
to an Indian attack helmed
by Jasprit Bumrah. The
spinners will have to rein
in the rival batters. Men
like Quinton de Kock,
thanks to the Indian Pre-
mier League, have a sense
of the Indian bowlers.

Much would hinge on
South African speedsters
like Marco Jansen and Lun-
gi Ngidi, and their tussle
with India’s top-order.

In its campaign so far,
South Africa has been on
cruise mode except during
the scare that Afghanistan
nearly inflicted in a clash
that spilled into two Super
Overs. Against India, Mark-
ram’s troops have an op-

portunity to find a second
wind.

The ICC Test Champion-
ship mace rests with the
Proteas, but in limited ov-
ers cricket, it has often
been a tale of heartbreak.
South Africa wants to alter
its fortunes while India
hopes for an extended win-
ning streak. Sunday’s face-
off should be an adrena-
line-soaked one.

de Kock. VIJAY SONE.I

‘It's about who
wins the small
moments’

K.C. Vijava Kumar
AHMEDABAD

Quinton de Kock stressed
that the recent flurry of
T20Is between India and
South Africa could add a
twist to the T20 World Cup
Super Eight game between
the two teams.

“We will have a good
game because we have
played against each other
quite a bit over the last two
months. The teams haven’t
really changed much. So I
think it’s more about who
deals with the pressure bet-
ter and wins the small mo-
ments in the game,” said
the South African opener at
the Narendra Modi Stadi-
um here on Saturday.

Recalling the 2024 T20
World Cup final loss to In-
dia, de Kock emphasised
that the players have
moved on: “To be honest,
after that day, we just for-
got about it.” And when
specifically asked about
Abhishek Sharma, de Kock
replied: “He is the No. 1
T20 batsman at the mo-
ment so he must keep do-
ing what he is doing. He is
quite young, he is bound to
fail but at some point he
will play an important
knock.”

The southpaw also
backed his fellow-opener
and skipper Aiden Mark-
ram: “He has clarity as an
opener and as a captain al-
lows us to be ourselves”.

Sri Lanka-England
face-off set tobe a
middle-overs tussle

Abhishek Saini
COLOMBO

Having endured an under-
whelming run through the
group stage, England will
be rubbing its hands at the
prospect of facing an inju-
ry-ridden Sri Lanka in its
T20 World Cup Super
Eight opener at the Palle-
kele International Cricket
Stadium on Sunday.
Already bruised by the
upset against Zimbabwe,
the horrors of a 0-3 sweep
at the hands of England at
the same venue just days
before this World Cup will
be a psychological double
whammy for Sri Lanka.
England was bailed out
by Sam Curran’s death
bowling against Nepal and

Italy, and lost to the West
Indies.

But the next round
could be the perfect occa-
sion to align with its
strengths once more.

Swashbuckling tee offs
from Phil Salt and Jos But-
tler had been central to En-
gland’s T20 renaissance
under Harry Brook in the
last year. In this tourna-
ment, neither averages
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more than 15. If the duo
survives Sri Lanka’s early
spin barrage, England will
thrive.

England’s middle-order
has chipped in but its scor-
ing rate has taken a hit in
the absence of a launch
pad.

Between the seventh
and 15th overs, England
has scored at just 7.77 per
over, often leaving Will
Jacks on his own to muster
up a concluding flourish.

Sri Lanka’s middle-or-
der has been caught upina
similar rut. It scored just
66 runs between seventh
and 16th overs against Zim-
babwe, which sapped the
momentum out of its
innings.

Dasun Shanaka and Ka-
mindu Mendis have com-
pensated at the death, hit-
ting at strike rates of 200
and 225, respectively.

But doing so would be
difficult against Curran,
whose melange of cutters
and variations have shrunk
the hitting arcs of batters
this World Cup.

He has conceded at just
8.25 per over at the death
and picked three wickets.
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Under the scanner: Openers Buttler and Salt have not really fired

50 far in the tournament. AP

Last year he covered for us, now we will
cover for him: Suryakumar on Abhishek

<urcn cionr RPN

oday’s matches

K.C. Vijaya Kumar
AHMEDAEBAD

In an age of instant judge-
ment, an opener failing to
open his account thrice
may seem like a catas-
trophe but Suryakumar Ya-
dav strongly backed Abh-
ishek Sharma.

Addressing the media at
the Narendra Modi Stadi-
um here on Saturday, the
Indian skipper effusively
supported Abhishek.

“I worry for the people
who are worried about
Abhishek’s form. When he
scores a run, you have seen
what happens. The team
has a requirement that the
boy should play with his
identity.

“If it happens, then it’s
fine, if it doesn’t, then we
are there to cover. Last
yvear he covered for us,
now we will cover for him,”
Suryakumar said ahead of
the clash against South
Africa.

The captain also sup-
ported Tilak Varma: “I am
sure he must not be happy

M
K

with how he is batting right
now. He has practised a lot
as well. But I don’t have
any concerns regarding
him. He has been deliver-
ing for India at No. 3 and I
am confident he will do
better.”

Suryakumar also ex-
plained the team’s batting
approach: “We don’t have
to be a team that keeps hit-
ting and hitting. Some-
times, we can lose two or
three wickets quickly. So
we have to be smart and
bat well between overs se-
ven to 15. And then we
have enough firepower to
score around 60, 70 runs
in the last five overs.”

Refusing to dwell too
much on the surface or on
the toss, Suryakumar em-
phasised that he has the
right men to adapt to all
kinds of situations: “I feel
toss is a bit overrated now.
If you bat well in the first
innings, even if there is
dew, you can still defend
(the score) if you have con-
fidence in your bowling

unit”.

Pallekele, 3 p.m.
HEAD-TO-HEAD
Played: 17

SriLanka 4 | Eng!ﬂﬂd@

= —

Ahmedabad, 7 p.m.
HEAD-TO-HEAD
Played: 35

India €X)| South Africa €B) INR €))

LIVE ON STAR SPORTS 1, 2 & JIOHOTSTAR

Backed to the hilt: Suryakumar wants Abhishek to continue with
his fearless approach at the top of the order. FILE PHOTO: VIJAY SONEI

Men in Blue will be up against it it
the dangerous de Kock gets going

Sunil Gavaskar

It was only a couple of
months back that South
Africa played a white-ball
series in India after blank-
ing the home side in the
preceding Test series. That
T20I series was not only a
good warm-up for the
World Cup but also gave
both teams an idea about
each other’s strengths and
weaknesses. Don't forget
that South Africa are still
smarting over that defeat
in the World Cup final in
Barbados in June 2024 and
are thirsting for revenge.
Since then, they have
gone on to beat Australia in
the final of the World Test
Championship and know
better how to tackle the
big-match temperament.
That one win after being so
near yet so far on several

* A5 of FY 2023-2024 based on the exlernal agency’s validation for the Residantial Purmps t'.atmﬂrj'

occasions has done won-
ders to their confidence
and they have looked a dif-
ferent team since then in
all formats of the game.
There is a mean look about
them now and they take
the field with a swagger
that the West Indies and
Australian teams of yore
had.

They also have the ad-
vantage of so many of their
players competing in the
IPL and so are familiar with
the conditions and the
pressure of the Indian
crowds. Like the other
teams in Super Eight
Group 1, they won all their
group-stage games quite

comfortable barring the
match against Afghanistan.
Their changed mindset
was seen again in the thrill-
er against the Afghans.
They never gave up, stuck
to their plans and eventual-
ly prevailed in the second
Super Over.

Like the Indian team,
they don’t rely on any one
player and have several
game-changers. The one to
watch out for with the bat
would be Quinton de Kock
as his record against India
is simply phenomenal. If
the left-hander gets going,
India will be up against it.
Marco Jansen is a match-
winner with both the bat

and ball. But the bowler
who has come on superbly
is Lungi Ngidi with his va-
riations of pace and use of
slower deliveries.

India have had a diffe-
rent batter put his hand up
in the matches so far and
that’s a good sign. The
bowling, though, is still in
the hands of the one and
only Jasprit Bumrah and
Varun Chakaravarthy with
Hardik Pandya chipping in
as usual with a wicket or
two.

Slight edge

South Africa will probably
have a slight advantage in
the fielding department.
But if India get their boun-
dary fielders right, then
they will save useful runs
and also take those difficult
catches. Every team would
want to start the Super

Eight on a winning note
and the side that saves

those crucial runs will be

the one smiling in the end.
(Professional Manage-
ment Group)

M HY-HYE
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Super Eight stage
oft to a wet start

T20 WORLD CUP

Abhishek Saini
COLOMEO

The opening match of the
T20 World Cup 2026 Super
Eight between New Zea-
land and Pakistan at the R.
Premadasa Stadium here
on Saturday was aban-
doned due to rain without
a single ball being bowled.

After staying away
through the day, rain
played spoilsport just mo-
ments after Salman Agha
won the toss and opted to
bat. Both teams took a
point from this game.

Pakistan will take on En-
gland next in Pallekele
while New Zealand wel-
comes Sri Lanka back to
Colombo. Despite no ac-
tion on the field, both
teams’ selections were key
takeaways on their outlook
towards Group 2.

For a second straight
game, Pakistan opted for
Salman Mirza over Sha-

heen Afridi, who has strug-
gled to find his groove at
this World Cup and con-
ceded at an economy rate
of more than 11. But the
bigger surprise was re-
served in the selection of
Fakhar Zaman.

Out of 108 innings in
T20Is, Zaman has batted
inside the top four in 99.
Pakistan persisting with
him going forward could
lead to a shuffle in its bat-
ting order, possibly push-
ing Salman or Babar Azam
further down.

In the opposite camp,
New Zealand paid heed to
the demands of the condi-
tions and slotted in Ish
Sodhi, whose only outing
thus far had been two for
27 against the USA in a
warm-up match. On a
wicket that would have
been slower than at its ve-
nues until now, New Zea-
land went with the out-
right pace of Lockie
Ferguson to partner Matt
Henry, instead of Jacob
Duffy and Kyle Jamieson.

Flip of the coin

The 39 group phase games of the ICC T20 World Cup
showed that not all depended on the toss

w""“:‘_-.-.i_ M" s

® While chasing was the
preferred option (71.79 to
28.21) after winning the toss,
teams that defended targets
ended up having a better win
percentage (55.26 to 44.74)

New Zealand had no
O luck with tosses as it

ended up losing all
four of them

® Four out of five matches
in New Delhi were won by
teams chasing. In Kolkata
and Colombo (RPS), all but
one game was won by sides
defending

The Kiwis had a perfect
3 group stage record at

the MAC Stadium in
Chennai, chasing successful-

ly on all three occasions

® Mo team apart from New
Zealand managed to chase
successfully in Chennai

India won all four
4ﬂf its group matches
by successfully

defending totals

® At two venues (Mumbai and
Chennai) which hosted six
matches each, teams batting
first won thrice and sides
pursuing a target emerged
triumphant three times

England’s Harry Brook
4 and Dilpreet Bajwa
of Canada had the

distinction of winning all
four tosses

SOURCE: ESPNCRICINFO & ICC
COMPILED BY:
AKANKSHA CHAKRABORTY

Sky is the limit for
Zimbabwe: Mbangwa

S. Shrivathsan
CHENNAI

The staunch supporters of
Zimbabwe cricket are in se-
venth heaven. Mpumelelo
Mbangwa is no exception.
Mbangwa, a former
Zimbabwe international
and renowned commenta-
tor, cannot stop marvelling
at the Sikandar Raza-led
side’s giant-killing run in
the T20 World Cup. The
optimist in him is hoping
for more, in a tournament
where Zimbabwe has al-
ready exceeded expecta-
tions by storming into the
Super Eight stage.
“Zimbabwe can certain-
ly give other teams a run
for their money, and I
hope that it does. Whether
it will or not, nobody
knows. But its progress
was unexpected, so the sky
is the limit. I would love a
great  fairytale,” said
Mbangwa in an email inte-
raction with The Hindu.
The 49-year-old has ev-
ery reason to dream big.
Zimbabwe humbled form-

er champions Australia
and Sri Lanka to win
Group B when only a few
gave it a chance. “I did not
expect it to top the group
as beating one of Australia
or Sri Lanka was the more
envisaged way of getting
through,” said Mbangwa.

The former fast bowler
opined that Zimbabwe’s
eye-catching streak could
not have come at a better
time. “The hope is that it
will also attract youngsters
along with the rest of the
society to the game. The
timing of this is important
as Zimbabwe will co-host
the 50-over World Cup
next year,” he said.

Mbangwa was effusive
in his praise of Raza for
building a great culture
within the dressing room.

“Raza has gone to great
pains to stress that togeth-
erness and the step-by-step
approach of all members
are the reasons for success.
They all need to keep going
the same way,” Mbangwa
said. Write oftf Zimbabwe at
your own peril.

Pushing boundaries: Zimbabwe has punched above its weight. AP
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Left-right combo: Smriti and Jemimah’s 121-run stand followed by Shreyanka and Shree Charani’s wicket-taking efforts snuffed out Australia’s fight. X@BCCIWOMEN, GETTY IMAGES

India rises to the occasion, clinches a

famous series win against Australia

An all-round show ensures the visitors’ I7-run victory in the final encounter; Gardner plays a lone hand with a fighting half-century for the hosts

INDIA IN AUSTRALIA

Press Trust of India
ADELAIDE

n entertaining cen-
A tury partnership
between Smriti

Mandhana and Jemimah
Rodrigues laid the founda-
tion for India’s 17-run win
over Australia in the third
and final Women’s T20I
here on Saturday, sealing
its second bilateral T20I se-
ries triumph against the
hosts in a decade.

Smriti smashed 82 off 55
balls (8x4, 3x6), while Je-
mimah struck 59 off 46 as
they stitched a command-
ing 121-run stand to propel
India to 176 for six after
electing to bat.

India’s bowlers then
seized control as Shreyan-
ka Patil (three for 22) and
pace spearhead Renuka
Singh (one for 29) ripped
through the top order to
leave Australia reeling at 32
for three.

India eventually restrict-
ed the hosts to 159 for nine
to seal the series 2-1.

Left-arm spinner Shree
Charani underlined her
credentials, claiming three
crucial wickets.

India endured a slightly
tricky start as Shafali Ver-
ma departed early.

Smriti and Jemimah
then took charge. The duo
cut loose in the sixth over
bowled by left-arm spinner
Sophie Molineux, collect-
ing three boundaries in a
14-run burst.

At the end of the Power-
Play, India was 54 for one.

Smriti took on leg-spin-
ner Georgia Wareham in

the ninth over executing a
powerful sweep that bi-
sected deep square leg and
deep midwicket to
perfection.

She brought up her half-
century off 38 balls with a
six off pacer Darcie Brown.
It was her 33rd fifty in in-
ternational cricket,
achieved in her 160th ap-
pearance. However, Smriti
fell in the 17th over, dismis-
sed by Sutherland as she
holed out to deep midwick-
et Ashleigh Gardner.

Skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur promoted Richa

Ghosh to No. 4, and the
move paid dividends, as
the 'keeper-batter hit 18 off
just seven balls.

Early strikes
India then had Australia
under immediate pressure
as openers Georgia Voll
(10) and Beth Mooney (6)
were dismissed early.

Off-spinner Shreyanka
struck in the second over
to remove Voll, while Re-
nuka accounted for Moo-
ney in the third.

Australia was in all sorts
of trouble when Ellyse Per-

ry was clean bowled for
one by Shreyanka.

Gardner (57 off 45 balls)
mounted a spirited fight-
back, but her resistance
was finally broken when
Arundhati Reddy struck in
the 16th over.

The scores:

India 176/6 in 20 overs (Smriti 82,
Jemimah 59, Sutherland 2/34) bt
Australia 159/9 in 20 overs
(Litchfield 26, Gardner 57,
Shreyanka 3/22, Arundhati 2/35,
Shree Charani 3/32).

Toss: India. PoM: Smriti.

India won by 17 runs and
clinched the series 2-1.

Smriti lauds Jemimah’s

positive approach

Press Trust of India
ADELAIDE

India vice-captain Smriti
Mandhana said the posi-
tive approach of Jemimah
Rodrigues in the third and
final T20I against Australia
helped her find the perfect
rhythm after a tepid begin-
ning to her innings.

Smriti struck 82 and,
alongside Jemimah (59),
forged a 121-run partner-
ship. “When Jemimah
came in, I think I was on 15
runs oft 16 balls and still
finding my timing. After
she came in, she got the
momentum going with
three or four boundaries
and I could take some
time,” Smriti said.

“Those small things
don’t really get noticed,
but I feel it calmed me
down. So, credit to her for
coming in and playing that
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Timely push: Jemimah shone for India in the decider. GETTY IMAGES

sort of a knock,” said Smriti
about Jemimah’s match-
winning effort.

According to Smriti, de-
feating a formidable side
like Australia at its home
was a remarkable achieve-
ment. “It was good to con-
tribute to the series win.

Beating Australia in Austra-
lia is something really spe-
cial. We've played T20
cricket after a very long
time in Australia, so beat-
ing it is really nice. We will
not celebrate too much
and move on to the ODI se-
ries,” Smriti added.

Kane brace fires Bayern nine
points clear at the top

EURO LEAGUES

Agence France-Presse
MUNICH

Harry Kane scored his
third straight Bundesliga
brace as Bayern Munich
beat Eintracht Frankfurt
3-2 on Saturday to move
nine points clear of Borus-
sia Dortmund atop the
table.

Kane has now scored
more than one goal in a
match 13 times this season
in all competitions.

The England captain
has netted 28 goals in 23

Bundesliga appearances
and 43 in total this
campaign.

Milner’s record

James Milner set a new re-
cord of 654 Premier
League appearances when
the 40-year-old started for

Harry Kane. REUTERS

Brighton in its 2-0 win
away to Brentford.

Milner moves ahead of
former Aston Villa and
Manchester City midfel-
der Gareth Barry.

Juventus blew its chance
of climbing into the Cham-
pions League places in Se-
rie A as it slumped to a da-
maging 2-0 defeat at home

to Como on Saturday.

The results: Premier League:
Aston Villa 1 (Abraham 88) drew
with Leeds 1 (Stach 31); Brentford
0 lost to Brighton 2 (Gomez 30,
Wellbeck 45+1); Chelsea 1 (Joao
Pedro 4) drew with Burnley 1
(Flemming 90+3).

LaLiga: Real Sociedad 3
(Oskarsson 64, 90, Caleta-Car 87)
drew with Real Oviedo 3 (Vinas
50, 52, Bailly 90+3).

Serie A: Juventus 0 lost to Como
2 (Vojvoda 11, Caqueret 61).
Bundesliga: Bayern Munich 3
(Pavlovic 16, Kane 20, 68) bt
Eintracht Frankfurt 2 (Burkardt
77-pen, Kalimuendo 86);
Wolfsburg 2 (Gerhardt 41, Shiogai
70} lost to Augsburg 3 (Ribeiro 59,
Gregoritsch 87-pen, Rexhbecaj
90+3); Union Berlin 1 (Khedira 28)
bt Bayer Leverkusen 0; Cologne 2
(Ache 15, El Mala 63) drew with
Hoffenheim 2 (Kabak 45,
Kramaric 60).

On Friday: LaLiga: Athletic
Bilbao 2 (Guruzeta 64, 89-pen) bt
Elche 1 (Silva 69-pen).
Bundesliga: Mainz 1 (Amiri 42)
drew with Hamburg 1 (Vieira 64).

EBFC proves too good for SC Delhi; JFC downs PFC

ISL

Amitabha Das Sharma
KOLEKATA

East Bengal FC cruised to
its second successive win
in ISL-12 with a dominant
4-1 showing against Sport-
ing Club Delhi at the Salt
Lake Stadium here on
Saturday.

A young Delhi side start-
ed brightly and stunned
the home crowd as early as
the fourth minute. SC Delhi
winger Augustine Lalro-
chana surged down the left
flank, beat East Bengal de-
fenders Jay Gupta and An-
war Ali, and slotted a

grounded shot past goal-
keeper Prabhsukhan Singh
Gill.

Good start: East Bengal players celebrate their second straight win in the ISL. DEBASISH BHADURI

However, East Bengal
responded swiftly and res-
tored parity in the seventh

e

minute through Edmund
Lalrindika. A Bipin Singh
free-kick was only partially

cleared by the Delhi de-
fence, and the ball reached
Lalrindika outside the box.
The crafty winger un-
leashed a powerful first-
time volley that beat the
Delhi custodian Vishal Ya-
dav all ends up.

The host went ahead in
the 12th minute after Lal-
rindika was brought down
inside the penalty area by
defender Clarence Savio
Fernandes. Youssef Ezzej-
jari calmly converted from
the spot to make it 2-1.

The home team extend-
ed the advantage in the
40th minute when Ezzejja-
ri finished off a fine assist
from Miguel Ferreira, ef-
fectively putting the game

beyond Delhi’s reach (3-1).
Ferreira then capped off a
commanding performance
with a well-taken solo ef-
fort in added time, thereby
sealing a comprehensive
4-1 victory for the Kolkata
giant.

Later, Vincy Barretto’s
78th-minute goal helped
Jamshedpur FC get the bet-
ter of Punjab FC 1-0 at the
JRD Tata Sports Complex
in Jamshedpur.

The results: East Bengal FC 4
(Edmund Lalrindika 7, Youssef
Ezzejjari 12-pen, 40, Miguel
Ferreira 90+5) bt Sporting Club
Delhi 1 (Augustine Lalrochana 4).
At Jamshedpur: Jamshedpur FC
1 (Vincy Barretto 78) bt Punjab FC
0.

M HY-HYE



16

THE HINDU

Sport

Sunday, February 22, 2026
HYDERABAD

Rahul plays an influential role in

Karnataka’s progress to the final

The senior pro has been priceless both with his batting and the experience he brings to the side; the 33-year-old was one of

the five Test cricketers in the State’s recent playing XI; it will be a full-circle moment if he can inspire the team to a ninth title

RANJI TROPHY

N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

he last time K.L. Ra-
T hul played three or

more Ranji Trophy
matches in a single cam-
paign was way back in
2014-15. It was the second
of Karnataka’s double-tre-
ble seasons — winning the
Ranji, Vijay Hazare Trophy
and the Irani Trophy twice
over — and the last of the
Southern powerhouse’s
eight red-ball titles.

In 2025-26, Rahul, 33,
has turned out for his State
thrice in succession and
the grand finale against
Jammu & Kashmir in Hub-
balli from Tuesday is set to
be his fourth.

A superstitious Karnata-
ka fan will see this as a di-
vine co-incidence, but
what is undisputed is the
value Rahul brings, both in
letter (457 runs from six in-
nings including two centu-
ries) and spirit.

“KL has made a huge
impact,” said coach Yere
Goud. “We have young
players like R. Smaran and
K.V. Aneesh, and he can
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Sharing knowledge: Young batter Smaran, right, says Rahul has a lot of inputs to give, be it for a
bowler, a batter or a "keeper. RV. MOORTHY

tell as a batsman what they
need to do and how to
tackle certain situations.
So him being there has gi-
ven confidence.”

Rahul was one of five
Test cricketers in the re-
cent Karnataka playing XI,
along with Mayank Agar-
wal, Karun Nair, Devdutt
Padikkal and Prasidh
Krishna. And Smaran, who

has scored a chart-topping
950 runs — including two
double-centuries and as
many centuries — in only
his second Ranji cam-
paign, has benefitted im-
mensely.

“Karun has been with us
since the start of the sea-
son, and he bats at No. 4
and I bat at No. 5,” Smaran
explained. “A lot of batting

happens together and
there is a lot of input from
him as to how to take the
innings [forward] and how
to convert starts into big
scores.

“And KL puts his State
on top whenever he’s play-
ing for Karnataka. He has a
lot of inputs to give, be it
for a bowler, a batter or a
‘keeper. It boosts the mo-

KL puts his State on top
whenever he’s playing
for Karnataka

SMARAN

rale of the entire team
when such a senior player
is helping,” the 22-year-old
added.

For 23-year-old Kruthik
Krishna, who has im-
pressed both as a wicket-
keeper and batter in his
three First Class outings so
far, Rahul is an idol.

“He has done everyth-
ing possible when it comes
to batting, whether it is
opening or at No. 6, No. 7,
and he is also a ‘keeper,”
said Kruthik.

“So, having him is a
boost. I can learn how to
plan and shape my in-
nings, and that’s irrespec-
tive of the performance.
That simplifies your game
a lot, rather than you think-
ing about the pitch, the op-
position and all of that.”

If Rahul’s final act as an
agent of influence culmi-
nates in Karnataka’s ninth
triumph, it will be full-cir-
cle moment.

India’s slump continues
with loss to Spain

PRO LEAGUE

Press Trust of India
HOBART

India’s hopes of a revival in
the FIH Men’s Pro League
were dashed as it lost 2-0 to
Spain here on Saturday.

Goals from Ignacio Aba-
jo (6th minute) and Ignacio
Cobos (36th) proved deci-
sive as Spain combined
clinical finishing with disci-
plined defending to secure
the win.

India began with sharp,
quick passing, looking to
control possession early,
but Spain’s counter-attack-
ing approach proved effec-
tive.

Abajo capitalised on one
such move, neatly deflect-
ing the ball into the net for
an early lead.

Unfazed, India stayed
committed to its structure,
circulating the ball swiftly
through midfield and
probing Spain’s defence
with intent.

The Indian team created
multiple promising open-
ings and nearly found the
equaliser towards the end
of the quarter when Abh-
ishek fired a powerful
strike, only to be denied by
an excellent save by goal-
keeper Luis Calzado.

The second quarter pro-

. duced end-to-end action,

-

Unfruitful: Despite creating chances, India could not breach

Spain’s defence. FACEBOOK/FIHOCKEY

with both teams creating
chances but failing to con-
vert. Spain earned its se-
cond penalty corner in the
24th minute. However, In-
dian goalkeeper Suraj Kar-
kera stood tall and prevent-
ed Spain from extending its
lead.

Despite both teams
pushing for a goal, neither
could find the net, and
Spain carried a slender ad-
vantage into half-time.

Soon after the restart,
Karkera produced a bril-
liant save as Spain came
out aggressively.

Its pressure eventually
paid off when Cobos struck

from close range after find-
ing himself unmarked in-
side the circle to double
Spain’s lead.

With four minutes re-
maining, India withdrew
its goalkeeper to add an ex-
tra outfield player in
search of a breakthrough,
increasing the pressure on
Spain’s defence.

However, despite its late
push, India could not find
the back of the net.

India will next take on
hosts Australia on Sunday.

The result:
Spain 2 (lgnacio Abajo 6, Ignacio
Cobos 36) bt India 0.

BCCI
announces
structured

support for
CABI

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) on
Saturday announced a
structured support frame-
work for the Cricket Asso-
ciation for the Blind in In-
dia (CABI), including
international  exposure,
home series assistance and
venue access, reaffirming
its commitment to inclu-
sive growth in the sport.

India’s visually impaired
cricketers have achieved
remarkable success on the
global stage over the past
decade, winning multiple
Men’s World Cups along
with a historic inaugural
Women'’s World Cup.

Recognising these
achievements and the chal-
lenges faced by blind
cricketers, the BCCI has
committed to extending
support to both the men’s
and women’s teams.

“The achievements of
India’s visually impaired
cricketers are a source of
immense pride for the
cricketing fraternity,” BCCI
President Mithun Manhas
said in a release.

“Through this support
framework, the BCCI aims
to strengthen opportuni-
ties, infrastructure and ex-
posure for these athletes.
Inclusive growth remains
central to our vision for the
game.”

LIVE TELECAST
v

Women’s Rising Stars Asia

Cup: (final), Bangladesh-A vs
India-A: Sony Sports Ten 1, 3 &
LIV, 12.30 p.m.

Men’s T20 World Cup: Star
Sports 1, 2 & JioHotstar, 3 p.m. &

India vs South Africa, 7 p.m.

Serie A: DAZN, 5, 7.30, 10.30 p.m.
& 1.15 a.m. (Monday)

ISL: Sony Sports Ten 2 & Fan-
Code, 5 & 7.30 p.m.

LaLiga: FanCode, 6.30, 8.45, 11
p.m. & 1,30 a.m. (Monday)

Premier League: 5SS Select 1,2 &
JioHotstar, 7.30 & 10 p.m.

Bundesliga: Sony Sports Ten 2 &
LIV, 8, 10 p.m. & 12 a.m. (Monday)
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‘Banthia and Donski

win Delhi Open
doubles title

TENNIS

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

India’s Siddhant Banthia
and Bulgaria’s Alexander
Donski claimed the men’s
doubles title in the Delhi
Open at the Delhi Lawn
Tennis Association Com-
plex here on Saturday.

The pair saved a match
point against Niki Poona-
cha of India and Pruchya
Isaro of Thailand to win
4-6, 6-4, [12-10].

In the men’s singles
event, ffth seed Oliver
Crawford of Great Britain
and unseeded Stefanos Sa-
kellaridis of Greece ad-
vanced to set up a title
clash on Sunday.

Tense affair

The doubles final proved
to be a tense affair as the
winner was decided after a
tiebreak.

The victory marked
Banthia’s second -career
ATP Challenger doubles tit-
le while it was the Bulgar-
ian’s third doubles crown.

The doubles semifinals
took place earlier in the
day where Banthia and
Donski defeated the Brit-

ish-Belgian pair of Jay
Clarke and Michael Geerts
7-6(6), 7-6(3).

In the singles competi-
tion, Crawford progressed
to the final after defeating
second seed Rei Sakamoto
6-4, 6-3 in one hour and 38
minutes.

“It was a very high-level
match. I thought I played
very well from start to fin-
ish,” Crawford commented
after his win.

In the other semifinal,
Sakellaridis registered a
6-1, 7-6 win over Great Bri-
tain’s Felix Gill.

Tie-break

The Greek dominated the
opening set before a close-
ly-contested second set,
which featured no break
points and was decided af-
ter a tie-break.

The results: Semifinals: Oliver
Crawford (GBr) bt Rei Sakamoto
(Jpn) 6-4, 6-3; Stefanos
Sakellaridis (Grc) bt Felix Gill
(GBr) 6-1, 7-6(5).

Doubles: Final: Siddhant
Banthia & Alexander Donski (Bul)
bt Pruchya Isaro (Tha) & Niki
Poonacha 4-6, 6-4, [12-10].
Semifinals: Banthia & Donski bt
Jay Clarke (GBr) & Michael Geerts
(Bel) 7-6(6), 7-6(3); Isaro &
Poonacha bt Jisung Nam (Kor) &
Patrik Niklas-Salminen (Fin)
7-6(3), 6-4.

Leclerc tops testing timesheets;
alarm bells for Aston Martin

FORMULA ONE

Agence France-Presse
SAKHIR

Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc
topped the timesheets on
the final day of pre-season
testing at the Sakhir circuit
in Bahrain on Friday while
Aston Martin’s plans to
make an impact in the new
Formula One season crum-
bled into chaos.

The new Adrian Newey-
designed Aston Martin car
is radically different to the
others on the grid, alth-
ough all have undergone
major changes as teams
adapt to new regulations
on chassis and engines.

The eye-catching Aston
Martin ran into problems
with its Honda power unit
on Thursday when Fernan-
do Alonso suffered a bat-
tery failure.

The team was also short
of spare parts and Lance
Stroll only completed six
laps on Friday — two in the
morning and four in the af-
ternoon — before Aston
Martin called time on test-
ing two hours before the
scheduled close.

“Overall, we are not
happy with our perfor-
mance and our reliability
at the moment,” said Hon-
da’s trackside general man-

Leading the pack: Ferrari’s Leclerc put in 132 laps and clocked the
quickest time of 1min 31.992sec REUTERS

ager and chief engineer
Shintaro Orihara in a press
release.

Alonso and Stroll com-
pleted a total of just 128
laps over the three days —
the equivalent of what ma-
ny teams did in one day.

“It’s been a challenging
couple of weeks here in
Bahrain, and today’s limit-
ed running wasn’t the way
we wanted to finish the se-
cond test,” said Stroll.

With teams still hiding
their full capacity and test-
ing different aspects of
their cars, the timesheets
were not a clear indicator
of strength.

However, over the
course of the shakedown
in Barcelona and the two
sessions in Bahrain it ap-

peared the top four teams
— McLaren, Ferrari, Red
Bull and Mercedes — will
again dominate in 2026.

Ferrari’s Leclerc put in
132 laps on Friday and
threw in the quickest time
of one minute 31.992 se-
conds, heading world
champion Lando Norris in
his McLaren and Max Ver-
stappen’s Red Bull.

Ferrari team principal
Fred Vasseur pronounced
himself “happy” with test-
ing but stressed that it was
not just important to be
ready for Melbourne.

Mercedes has been
tipped as the car to chase
in 2026 although Kimi An-
tonelli was brought to a
halt on the track on Friday
by a pneumatic issue.

India claims four medals
at Asian Cross Country

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India’s Harmanjot Singh
won the men’s 10km silver
as India also bagged three
bronze at the Asian Cross
Country Championships in
Fukuoka on Saturday.

The 30-year-old clocked
29:21 seconds as Japan’s
Ryuji Miura won the gold
in 29:20. Harmanjot also
eclipsed his previous best
timing of 29:57, set in 2024
in Bengaluru. In the senior
women’s 10km, India’s So-
niya finished fifth in 35:24.

In u-20 women’s team
championships (6km), In-
dia finished third with 22
points, behind Japan (nine)
and China (20 points).

India’s u-20 men’s team

Harmanjot, who won the men’s
10km silver.

also won bronze with 25
points. Host Japan claimed
the gold (six points), while
China, with 19 points, took
home the silver. India also
clinched bronze in wo-
men’s team event (10km),
with Japan taking the top
podium spot with six
points, followed by China
with 17 points.

Salahuddin blames
former sports adviser
for T20 WC fiasco

Press Trust of India
DHAKA

Bangladesh assistant coach
Mohammad  Salahuddin
has hit out at former sports
adviser Asif Nazrul, alleg-
ing he misrepresented facts

and shifted his position re-
garding the team’s partici-
pation in the T20 World
Cup. Salahuddin also said
that it was extremely diffi-
cult for the players to come
to terms with their exclu-
sion from the tournament.

Ram Baboo and Manju clinch the titles

ATHLETICS

Sports Bureau

Ram Baboo and Manju
clinched gold in the men’s
and women’s sections res-
pectively of the inaugural
full marathon walk (42km)
at the 13th Indian Open
Race Walk Competition at
the Sukhna Lake, Chandi-
garh, on Saturday.

Uttar Pradesh’s 26-year-
old Baboo clocked
3:09:17.00 to edge past Ha-
ryana’s Sandeep Kumar
(3:11:18.00) in his season
opener and hoped to finish
on the podium at the Asian
Games later this year.

Local favourite Manju,

Champions: Baboo and Manju, the full marathon walk winners.

meanwhile, upset expe-
rienced senior and Olym-
pian Priyanka Goswami to
finish on top. Manju kept
pace with the Ileading
group till the 32-km mark
before increasing her pace
and breaking away to clock

3:33:24.00 for the top
spot, more than four mi-
nutes faster than second-
placed Priyanka
(3:37:25.00).

Interestingly, Manju and
Baboo had won bronze in
the 35km mixed race walk

at the 2022 Asian Games.
In the 10km race walk, Ar-

my’s Nitin Gupta took top

spot in 41:44.00 while
Reshma Patel of Uttar Pra-

desh took the women’s
gold in 46:19.00.

The results: Men:
Full-marathon (42km) walk: 1.
Ram Baboo (UP, 3:09:17.00), 2.
Sandeep Kumar (Har, 3:11:18.00),
3. Resham Midhun (Tel,
3:12:11.00). 10km race walk: 1.
Nitin Gupta (UP, 41:44.00), 2.
Rishikesh P. (TN, 43:11.00), 3. Bilin
George Anto (Ker, 43:53.00).
Women: Full marathon (42km)
walk: Manju (Pun, 3:33:24.00),2.
Privanka Goswami (UP,
3:37:25.00}, 3. Payal (Utk,
3:39:57.00). 10km race walk: 1.
Reshma Patel (UP, 46:19.00), 2.
Mary Margaret (Del, 47:18.00), 3.
Akshaya K. (Ker, 51:49.00).

CORPORATE OFFICE,
254-260, AVWAI SHANMUGAM SALAI,
ROYAPETTAH, CHENNAI - 600014

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR ACTIVATION OF
INOPERATIVE ACCOUNTS

Our Bank has observed that in some accounts there is
no customer-induced transactions for over two years.

Account holders of such Inoperative accounts are
hereby requested to reactivate their accounts by
visiting their home branch or any Indian Bank branch
by submitting fresh KYC documents like Aadhar /
Driving License/Voter ID /etc

For any queries or assistance, please contact your
nearest Indian Bank branch.

Followuson: ) @ @ © ©
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PhonePe IPO: Macquarie flags

ESOP, revenue concentration

Broking firm Macquarie, in a report ,has drawn
key concerns related to ESOP costs and revenue
concentration for the proposed PhonePe initial
public offering (IPO.) Macquarie said PhonePe’s
high Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP)
expenses are a ‘significant drag’ on its EBITDA
margins. “ESOP costs accounted for 46% of
PhonePe’s revenue during the first half of FY26,
the highest among its fintech peers,” Macquarie

said in the report.

‘SBI investing in funds focused
on start-ups to boost MSMEs’

State Bank of India (SBI) is actively investing in
startup-focused funds and financial market
infrastructure through direct equity participation
as part of its MSME strategy, a top official said on
Saturday. “We have been actively investing in
startup-focused funds and financial market
infrastructure through direct equity participation
and schemes like Startup India, and banks in
startup-intensive branches and business centres,”

SBI MD Ravi Ranjan said. en

This decade is India’s

tech-ade, says PM Modi

Hailing India’s rapid strides in technology sector,
PM Narendra Modi said, “This decade is tech-ade
for India.” Underlining India’s surge towards
building a robust semiconductor ecosystem, he
said, “If the 20th century was about nations with
the highest oil reserves, the 21st century is ruled
by countries with prowess in chip-making.” He
was speaking at the groundbreaking ceremony of
India Chip Private Ltd., a JV between HCL Group
and Taiwanese Foxconn in Greater Noida.

Global economic impact of U.S.
C invalidating Trump tarifis

The order introduces uncertainty around executive-driven trade arrangements concluded with the EU, the UK., Japan and

Vietnam and ongoing with India, among others as sweeping tariff authority requires explicit Congressional sanction.

NEWS ANALYSIS

Kunal Shankar

he U.S. Supreme
I |Cﬂurt’s decision
striking down Pre-

sident Donald Trump’s
“Liberation Day” tariffs has
sent shockwaves through
global trade — not only be-
cause of what it invalidat-
ed, but because of what
comes next. Even as the SC
ruled Mr. Trump lacked
authority under IEEPA to
impose sweeping tariffs,
the administration pro-
posed a fresh 10% across-
the-board duty under Sec-
tion 122 of the Trade Act of
1974, effective February 24.
Unlike the IEEPA tariffs,
Section 122 authority is ex-
plicitly temporary. It al-
lows the President to slap
up to a 15% ad valorem ta-
rifft for 150 days, after
which continuation would
require Congressional ap-
proval. In the current polit-
ical climate — with the Pre-
sident’s approval ratings
under pressure ahead of
mid-term elections — se-
curing that approval may
not be straightforward.

Refund question

The fiscal stakes are enor-
mous. As per Final Month-
ly Treasury Statement for
Fiscal 25 (Oct. 1, 2024 -
Sept. 30, 2025), the U.S.
raised $195 billion in Cus-
toms duties, more than
twice what it raised the
previous fiscal. A large

Trump Trumped: The U.S. Supreme Court building, where justices
struck down Trump's sweeping tariffs in Washington, D.C. REUTERS

share of that increase re-
flects the post-April 2,2025
measures now invalidated.

This means tariff collec-
tions between April 2, 2025
and February 20, 2026
may be subject to protest
and refund claims.

Under U.S. customs law,
refunds hinge on a techni-
cal concept: “liquidation of
an entry.”

When goods enter the
U.S., Customs initially as-
sesses estimated duties.
“Liquidation” is the formal
administrative act by
which Customs finalises
the duty owed on that
specific shipment.

Once liquidated, the im-
porter has 180 day to file a
protest challenging the du-
ty assessment.

If Customs denies the
protest, the importer may
sue before the U.S. Court of
International Trade. Once
liquidation becomes final

and the protest window ex-
pires, refund options nar-
row considerably.

The dissenting justices
warned invalidating the ta-
riffs would create an admi-
nistrative “mess.”

They were referring to
the cascading process of
protests, litigation and ac-
counting adjustments that
could stretch over months.

Who benefits?

Under U.S. law, only the
“importer of record” -
typically a U.S. company —
may file the protest and re-
ceive the refund.

The answer for who be-
nefits lies largely in con-
tractual arrangements, not
statutory entitlement

There is no government-
to-government mechanism
that channels refunds back
to foreign exporters.

Distribution depends on
private commercial arran-

gements.

Chinese importers gain
China accounted for
roughly one-third of U.S.
tariff  collections in
CY2025, by far the highest
nation paying duties to the
US. Reports before the Se-
nate Joint Economic Com-
mittee indicate importers
of Chinese goods paid
roughly $91.8 billion in
Customs in CY25. Even be-
fore the reciprocal tariffs,
China was one of the lar-
gest contributors to U.S.
customs revenue.

If a significant share of
post-April collections is re-
funded, the largest nomi-
nal relief would accrue to
importers dealing in Chi-
nese goods. The same logic
applies to exporters from
the European Union, In-
dia, Vietnam, Japan and
the United Kingdom, all of
whom faced higher effec-
tive duties in 2025. For
context, automotive pro-
ducts, vehicle parts, elec-
tronics, apparel and tex-
tiles were among the top
revenue-generating sectors
in 2025. A reversal would
materially reduce effective
tax exposure for exporters
from these economies.

Trade deals, leverage

The ruling also introduces
uncertainty around execu-
tive-driven trade arrange-
ments concluded with the
EU, the UK., Japan and
Vietnam and ongoing with
India among others. While
the agreements themselves

remain intact, the Court
has clarified that sweeping
tariff authority requires ex-
plicit Congressional sanc-
tion. That shifts the bar-
gaining landscape.
Countries yet to finalise
deals may now negotiate
with greater confidence.

Section 122 gamble

The proposed 10% tariff
under Section 122 offers
the administration a legal-
ly clearer pathway. Howev-
er, it is capped at 150 days.
Its continuation requires
Congressional approval,
cannot exceed 15% and is
intended to address ba-
lance-of-payments  con-
cerns, not broad geopoliti-
cal leverage. With
mid-term polls approach-
ing, Congressional appe-
tite for extending universal
tariff — amid inflation sen-
sitivities — may be limited.

Institutional jitters
Internationally, the ruling
sends two contrasting sig-
nals. On one hand, it rein-
forces confidence in U.S.
constitutional checks and
balances. On the other, it
may weaken the perceived
credibility of Presidential
tariff threats.

For global markets, un-
certainty — over refunds,
Section 122’s lifespan, and
future Congressional ac-
tion — may prove as eco-
nomically consequential
as the tariffs themselves.

The economic conse-
quences of SC order are
only beginning to unfold.

Confident of
[PO in a year
Or SO, Say's
SECL chief

Saptaparno Ghosh
BILASPUR

South Eastern Coalfields
Ltd. (SECL) is aiming at
completing its listing on
stock exchanges within
“this year or so,” CMDHar-
ish Duhan told the media.

In response to a query
from The Hindu, Mr. Du-
han observed in the recent
past, Coal India’s subsidi-
ary Bharat Coking Coal
Ltd. (BCCL) received a very
enthusiastic response and
he felt SECL would be able
to follow a similar path.

“We are confident [be-
cause] if you see in the re-
cent past BCCL's initial pu-
blic offering (IPO) received
a very enthusiastic res-
ponse,” he stated, adding,
“if you look at SECL’s coal
reserves, spectrum of the
grades of coal we produce,
our overall resources and
being located in Central In-
dia, we have customers
across [the country], we
are, therefore, are very
confident about receiving a
similar enthusiastic
response.”

“The capital we gener-
ate from the IPO would be
utilised for expansion of
current projects, [acquire]
newer technologies and
land acquisition. A major
part would be used to pur-
sue diversification,” ac-
cording to Mr. Duhan.

“In the coming future,
SECL would not just be a
coal-producing company
but an integrated energy
company.

“That’s the vision with
which we having the [PO.”

(The reporter was in Bi-
laspur at the invitation of
the Ministry of Coal)

‘Honeywell to speed
up India transition to

oreen hydrogen, SAF

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

Honeywell is supporting
India’s transition to green
hydrogen by helping enter-
prises and governments
move from pilots to safe,
bankable and scalable as-
sets by offering proven
process technologies, ad-
vanced automation and hy-
drogen-specific digital so-
lutions, said Ashish Modi,
president, Honeywell, In-
dia & APAC.

Honeywell India, a key
subsidiary of North Caroli-
na-based Honeywell Inter-
national Inc., with a mar-
ket capitalisation of over
$147 billion, offers integrat-
ed software and technolo-
gy-driven solutions to key
business verticals, automa-
tion, aviation and energy
transition.

Setting the context, he
said, Green Hydrogen was
becoming critical, espe-
cially as India continued to
rapidly scale its renewa-
bles and industrial corri-
dors and had a target to po-
sition itself as a global hub
for green hydrogen pro-
duction, exports, and
domestic decarbonisation.

Mr. Modi told The Hin-
du, “Our approach is tech-
nology-agnostic and safety-
first, built on operational
excellence in complex in-
dustrial environments.”

Boost hydrogen purity

Elaborating on Honey-
well's contribution to-
wards green hydrogen
across industry spaces, he
said, in refining and petro-
chemicals, where Indian
refineries are among the
country’s largest hydrogen
users, the company’s solu-
tions help integrate elec-
trolysers into existing sites,
improve hydrogen purity,

CM
K

s

Ashish Modi

and strengthen safety sys-
tems, supporting the shift
from grey to green
hydrogen.

In fertilizers, as firms ex-
plore green hydrogen for
ammonia production, Ho-
neywell ensured a reliable
hydrogen supply despite
renewable intermittency
via energy management
software, digital twins, and
performance optimisation
platforms, he stated.

For steelmakers piloting
hydrogen in DRI (direct re-
duced iron) and high-heat
processes, Honeywell sup-
ports hydrogen-ready com-
bustion controls, plant au-
tomation, and leak
detection to enable safer
and more stable opera-
tions. “We also support ci-
ty gas distribution net-
works evaluating hydrogen
blending through hydro-
gen-compatible monitor-
ing, measurement, and sa-
fety systems, and enable
mobility and logistics hubs
with fuel-cell components,
depot automation, and sa-
fety and monitoring solu-
tions,” he added.

He said India was also
poised to play a meaning-
ful role in the development
of Sustainable Aviation
Fuel (SAF), supported by
innovations that convert
biomass-based feedstock
into cleaner, drop-in re-

placement fuels.
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. OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (CIVIL), ODISHA
“22¥  NIRMAN SOUDHA, KESHARI NAGAR, UNIT-V, BHUBANESWAR - 751 001

2" Corrigendum to Bid Identification No. CE-BRIDGES - 14/ 2025 - 26

34001/108/2526

Following changes are made to the

» The Last date of submission of tender is extended upto 5.00 PM of dt.06.03.2026.

» Bids received on line shall be opened at 11.30 A.M of dt.07.03.2026.
All other terms and conditions remain unchanged.

Chief Engineer, Bridges, Odisha, Bhubaneswar.
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF (CIVIL), ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR

Invitation for the work at
"Improvement such as widening and strengthening of Raikia - Simanbadi road from
0/0 to 9/000km (Except 6/425km to 6/575km) in the District of Kandhamal for the year
2025-26 " vide Bid ldentification No.CE-BRIDGES-14/2025-26.

OIPR-34001/34174/1/25-26/0031

S1.01

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

@ OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,
RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, ANGUL

E-Mail : sencrwangul@yahoo.co.in; Ph.No.06764-236404

Tender Call Notice for Building work in Odisha

Mo, 731 /]
1. Name of the Work

6. Other details

Bid Identification No. Building Online AGL-37/2025-26

5. Period of Completion

: Building Work

2. Total No. of Work 1 Mo.
3. Estimated Cost : Rs.148.28 Lakhs Approx.
4. Class of Contractor : ‘B'&'A’'Class

15 (Fifteen) Calendar Months

Dt. 18/2/26 I/

ITSTEeITs Igpes foreT ufvsig

— T, sAlH—6, Sl.UH. ETH® 3 Wad,

WdlEY did 8w "0, WAy |
"Jﬁ}'*’l A: 0141—-2700459 E-Mail:- RAJSMSA.CIVIL@RAJASTHAN.GOV.IN

e —F-5(1)(294)RCSCE/Civil ISMSAINIT 17 2025-26 /ol-14/2025/D- 7511

CORRIGENDUM -2

Jeudtiere 3-fofaer Jaen wean 17 (Fafas) /2025-26

faid -

20.02.2026

Al ST

(et Bftte vom @ fomfor srif 29)

HRER & A1y / He D/ Farred Femi § e a0 J e sl gy
MODIFIED BUDGET ANNOUCEMENT 2024-25 #la-l=a+/d wiled 04 arforest dfra wel & Frafo sl e d-Fiae gaa

Joildeel Hdahl |

W, 17 (Fafa=) / 2025—26 @1 weTer Searar 7ar o1 | i e e e e g —

Bid Availability of Tender | Last Date Date & Time of Opening
Procurement Identification On-line for bidding & Time of of Tender
Officer No. From To seeking
tender Technical Financial
Clarification Bid Bid
1 F 3 4 5 7] T
Chief Construction Building 24.02.26 | 10.03.26 09.03.26 11.03.2026 Will be
Engineer, Rural Works | Online -AGL- at up to up to at intimated
Circle, Angul 37/2025-26 | 10.00 A.M.| 5.00 P.M. | 1.00 P.M. 10.00 AM later on

(1) For detailed Notice Inviting Tenders, Please visit to the website www.tendersorissa.gov.in

Chief Construction Engineer, Rural Works Circle, Angul.
OIPR-25001/25180/1/25-26/0019

25001/210/2526

TO SUBSCRIBE, VISIT
www.thehindugroup.in/subscribe

‘SPORTSTAR

EVERY FORTNIGHT.

KERALA MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD

(DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE, GOVT. OF KERALA)

Head Office : Thycaud, Thiruvananthapuram-14,

(Telephone No. 0471-2945600, 2945646)

E-mail : edrugs.kmscl@kerala.gov.in,

website : www.kmscl.kerala.gov.in, CIN No. U24233KL20075GC021616

No.KMSCL/ED/03/2026 Date : 20.02.2026
E-TENDER NOTICE

Online bids are invited from manufacturers/loan licensees on behalf of Department
of Health, Govt of Kerala for the procurement of Bleaching Powder for the year
2026-27.

(ﬁé Tender No. and Date
{1 KMSCL/ED/Bleaching Powder/RC/2026/003

Category No. of Itamsw

Disinfectant J

dtd: 20.02.2026 and Chemicals 1

Schedule of dates

Date
06.03.2026

Time
05.00 pm.
onwards
11.00 am.
onwards
Tenders shall be downloaded and submitted online through the e-tender portal
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in.

Last date of online uploading of tenders

09.03.2026

Date of technical bid opening

(Sd/-) MANAGING DIRECTOR (Tender Inviting Authority)

i’ gatfee Fifder & g HEE e FEEER g8l ol
. " T Ly T T CY T T
Fdd THIY ‘§ |3||a?1| 'E[ BIEEAREERCE CREI i e Jad § HideT § F9eq I Hider 7o SdAce
; @1 aifc fasie 20 022026 P A 06 .00 Tl U - il affan fesie 25.02.2026 ®1 WIE 6.00 g9 U9
ffaer @iel @ #1 A6 23 022026 F AURE fAfder @l @ ® f+% 26.02.2026 1 IR 2,00
200 T off | ql TF Ual o |
1. Evaluati “riteri 1. Exalpation Criteria
Criteria for potential assessment would be as follows:- Criteria for potential assessment would be as follows:-

(i) The bidder should have executed at least 33.33% of the BOOD) (i} The bidder should have executed at least 30,00% of the BOQ quantities of
quantitics of work in any one of the last five financial vears, However work in any one of the last five financial years, However the bidder may
the bidder may opt., the current year in the above said five years opt., the current vear inhe above said five years assessment period,
assgssment period, S.No (Juantity as per Minimum

5 Quantity as Minimum Cruzntity ltem BOGO) Cuantity required
Wi, [tem per BOGQ) required (33.33% of {50.00% of the
the BOC) quantities) BO) quaniities)
1 Masonry work 3675.58 Cum 1225.07 Cum I Masonry work 46,38 Cum 2023.19 Cum
2 RCC work 2T04.31 Cum 00124 Cum 3 ROC work 4302 82 Cum 215141 Cum |
3 Reinforcement 62812 MT 20935 MT 1 | Reinforcement 40859 MT 204 30 MT
4 Shuttering 22223.12 Sqm) T406.63 Sqm 4 | Shuttering 21710.45 Sqm 108535.23 Sqm
5 Floorng work 1520398 Sqm) 5067 48 Sgm 5 Flowring work 622540 Sgm 311270 Sgm
& Plaster 3265771 Sgm IOEE4. 8] Sgm i Plaster 32657.69 Sqm 1632885 Sqm
(ii) The bidder should have completed  at least one work of similar | (i) The bidder should have completed at least one work of similar
nature in any of the last five financial years (Current vear may also nature in any of the last five financial years {Current year may also be
be considered ) of the value (updated to present price levelinot less considered) of the value (updated to present price level) not less than
than 33,33% of the cost of work (Bid cost). Complction certificate 50,00% of the cost of work [Bid cost). Completion certificate shall be
shall be enclosed for suchwvork enclosed for such work.
., B
EERL FEIE
& 3oh G qcH & Rs.1000,- fa
.| fagvor ] U [Bid value up o=/
Rs. 100/ - to Rs, One el
(Bid value up & Crore) i D?JI HE Tﬁﬁﬂ
to Rs. On Ptk 5 L ankers Wi
s. One e Rs. 2000/ Chstos i
Crote] s [Bid value E ih e A
Rs.2000/- : morethen | oooeC WY i
& ARH Nationalised /o
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: A 1 : or Scheduled Tl
maore then T[h Crore and : LS ..
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The curious case of the star that may have swallowed itselt

Vasudevan Mukunth

When a sufficiently mas-
sive star runs out of fuel, its
core collapses and triggers
a supernova, a dramatic
explosion that scatters the
star’s outer layers into
space. But scientists have
long suspected that some-
times, the explosion fails
and instead of a superno-
va, the star just disappears.

In a recent paper in
Science, astronomers have
reported observational evi-
dence of such a star in the

dubbed M31-2014-DS1.

The star was a super-
giant about 100,000 times
brighter than the sun. In
2014, it brightened in in-
frared light, suggesting
dust was forming around
the star. Then, from 2017,
the star’s brightness
dropped by more than
10,000 times over five
years until, in 2023, optical
telescopes couldn’t see it.

The researchers, led by
Kishalay De from Columbia
University, analysed years
of archival data as well as

ing some of the world’s
most powerful telescopes,
measuring the  star’s
brightness in different wa-
velengths. They also built
computer models of how
stars evolve and die to help
them understand the star’s
properties.

All the evidence indicat-
ed a failed supernova.
When the star’s core col-
lapsed, it should have sent
a powerful shockwave
through the star’s outer
layers, blasting them into
space. However, the wave

ful enough, causing most
of the star’s material to fall
back to the collapsing core.

As a result, the star
would have ‘swallowed it-
self’, leaving behind a
black hole.

The infrared brighten-
ing in 2014 was likely
caused by the small
amount of material that
was ejected; this material
would have subsequently
cooled and formed dust,
which would have glowed
with infrared light before
eventually dispersing.

found similarities with
another candidate named
NGC 6946-BH1, which van-
ished from optical tele-
scopes’ view in 2009, sug-
gesting ‘failed supernovae’
may not be as rare as astro-
nomers once believed. At
the same time, the re-
searchers wrote in their
paper, the relationship bet-
ween a star’s mass and
how it dies may also be less
predictable than first
thought.

‘Will keep studying’

led by Emma Beasor of Li-
verpool John Moores Un-
iversity argued in early Ja-
nuary that the
observations don’t exactly
match a failed supernova,
including that the erst-
while star’s infrared bright-
ness didn't fade as expect-
ed. Instead, this group
suggested the data could
also be explained by two
stars colliding and
merging.

At present, Dr. De said
in a podcast, the team will
keep studying the star to

Andromeda

Galaxy,

made new observations us-

may not have been power-

The researchers also

This said, a separate group

learn more.

New Kashmir wheat varieties
to solve crop cycle issue

Wheat is sown in October and typically harvested in early summer; in Kashmir, however, the timing is critical: farmers need

to vacate their fields by May-June to transplant paddy; if wheat stays in the field, the rice-wheat rotation breaks down

Hirra Azmat

cientists at the
Sher-e-Kashmir
University of Agri-
cultural Sciences
and Technology, Kashmir
(SKUAST-K) have deve-
loped two wheat varieties
that could help farmers
harvest on time and boost
the region’s total food
grain production.

“One of the major chal-
lenges with earlier wheat
varieties was that most of
the planting material came
from sub-tropical regions
such as Haryana and Del-
hi,” Asif Bashir Shikari,
professor of genetics and
plant breeding at
SKUAST-K, said. “In Kash-
mir’s climatic conditions,
these varieties tended to
mature late, often around
June or July.”

Wheat, a rabi crop, is
sown in October and typi-
cally harvested in early
summer. In Kashmir, ho-
wever, where rice is the do-
minant kharif crop, farm-
ers need to vacate their
fields by May-June to tran-
splant paddy. When wheat
stays in the field until June,
the rice-wheat rotation, a
mainstay of food security
and livelihoods, breaks
down. “Although those va-
rieties were high-yielding,
they affected the cropping
cycle,” Dr. Shikari ex-
plained. “That is why plant
breeders in Kashmir priori-
tised developing early-ma-
turing wheat varieties that
could be harvested by end
May.”

After nearly a decade of
breeding and testing, re-
searchers at SKUAST-K de-
veloped Shalimar Wheat-4
(SW-4), which matures by

Timely
harvest

New wheat
varieties are suited
for mid-altitude
regions up to
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Both varieties are
broadly similar to
earlier wheat types
in agronomic traits

and cold tolerance.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

m SKUAST-Kashmir scientists have bred two
early-maturing wheat varieties mindful of
Kashmir's rice, wheat cropping calendar

® High-yielding wheat brought from
subtropical regions matured too late in
Kashmir, delaying the transplantation of paddy

—
§

Brecder Seed Production
Shalimar Wheat =3

competitive while prioritising a timely
harvest for farmers

varieties

m Researchers used conventional cross-
breeding, pedigree selection, and multi-site
trials over nearly a decade to develop the

m Of the new varieties, SW-4 matures by late
May while SW-3 matures in early June

® The new varieties aim to keep the yields

the last week of May, and
the Shalimar Wheat-3
(SW-3), which matures in
the first week of June. Both
varieties are broadly simi-
lar to earlier wheat types in
agronomic traits and cold
tolerance. But they stand
out for their early maturi-
ty, a trait that has often
come with trade-offs.

“There is a negative cor-
relation between maturity
duration and yield,” Dr.
Shikari said. “Breeders so-
metimes accept this trade-
off because timely maturi-
ty is more critical for crop-
ping systems.”

The varieties were deve-
loped using conventional
breeding techniques, in-
cluding cross-breeding and
selection. Scientists gener-
ated thousands of proge-
nies from hundreds of
crosses and screened thou-
sands of pedigree lines be-

manage risk

fore identifying a promis-
ing candidate that matured
early.

“First, we spent years
selecting the best plants in
the lab and research fields;
this is called pedigree se-
lection. Then we tested the
wheat for 2-3 years at diffe-
rent university research
stations to see how it per-
forms in different environ-
mental conditions,” Shabir
Hussain Wani, assistant
professor of genetics and
plant breeding at
SKUAST-K, who developed
SW-3, said. “After that, we
tried it in real farmers’
fields for about two years
with help from the Agricul-
ture Department. In total,
it takes about 9 to 10 years
to complete the entire pro-

cess of testing and
validation.”
Another important trait

is resistance to yellow rust,

m Both varieties resist yellow rust fungal
disease and yield reliable quantities of
fodder, improving farmers’ ability to

a fungal disease that leads
to stunting and lower yield
and which prevails in Kash-
mir’s climate. “Yellow rust
has been a recurring pro-
blem for farmers here,” Dr.
Wani said. “Resistance re-
duces risk, especially in
years with favourable con-
ditions for disease
outbreaks.”

The new varieties are
suited for mid-altitude re-
gions up to about 1,850 m.
Researchers expect the va-
rieties to benefit farmers in
regions such as Gurez,
where wheat is often
grown for fodder, with
grain as an additional be-
nefit. “SW-3 is also bioforti-
fied with iron and zinc con-
tent of more than 40 ppm,
protein content of 12 %, is
disease-resistant, and with
a potential productivity of
up to 38 quintals per hec-
tare,” Dr. Wani said.

In October 2025,
SKUAST-K introduced
SW-3 to farmers in the Gu-
rez valley near the Line of
Control. According to ofh-
cial data, 70 quintals of
SW-3 seeds plus a scientific
package of practices were
distributed among 700
farmers. The programme
was aimed to extend mod-
ern agricultural technolo-
gies to isolated villages,
where farmers often use
traditional seed systems
and have limited access to
scientific innovation.

“If this wheat matures
by May, we can prepare the
hields for paddy on time.
Even if the yield is similar,
the timing itself is a big be-
nefit for us,” Abdul Hamid,
a 52-year-old in Kulgam,
explained. “Also this will
resolve our problem of
growing fodder shortage.
We grow wheat both for its
grain and fodder. The
stalks ... are essential fod-
der. We dry and store them
for the harsh winter.”

Shabir Ahmad, a 34-

yvear-old farmer in Gurez
who grows wheat primari-
ly for fodder, said the new
varieties could offer more
security: “In Gurez, cold
and disease are always a
problem. Yellow rust has
damaged crops in the past.
If these varieties resist rust
and mature early, it will be
safer for us. We mainly
need fodder for livestock
and grain is a bonus. But
timely harvest means we
can plan our fodder supply
better and avoid losses
from unexpected
weather.”
(Hirra Azmat is a Kashmir-
based journalist who writes
on science, health, and envi-
ronment)

The biology of belief, optimism, and good health

= .
SPEAKING OF
SCIENCE

D. Balasubramanian

Helen Keller, the American
author and activist who
was deaf and blind, be-
came an international sym-
bol of human potential.
She wrote, “Optimism is
the faith that leads to
achievement. Nothing can
be done without hope and
confidence.”

Optimism can be de-
fined as maintaining posi-
tive expectations for the fu-
ture. It is a human trait that
has also been associated
with better health and a
higher quality of life. Opti-
mism shapes how we look
ahead and functions as a
modulator that amplifies
positive possibilities and
filters out negative projec-
tions. The Israeli-British

M
K

neuroscientist Tali Sharot
has estimated that about
80% of humans are opti-
mists but that the opti-
mism levels of most people
can be best described as
“mild”.

It can be argued that op-
timism represents a biased
view of reality. Why would
evolution favour a trait that
presents you with a bias in-
stead of a perfectly objec-
tive view? The consensus
among researchers is that
optimism is highly adap-
tive, meaning it increases
an organism’s chances of
survival.

Imagine a human as she
lived several thousand
years ago. She is in a cave
and there is a drought go-
ing on. If she were to calcu-
late the probability of suc-
cessfully finding food — a
rabbit perhaps, or a bush
with edible fruit on it — she
would in all likelihood not
go out at all. Lethargy,
which conserves energy,

People who score better for optimism have been shown to have
healthier hearts. PABLO GUERRERO/UNSPLASH

would be the rational
choice. But optimism
could encourage her to
persist. By overestimating
the probability of finding
some food out there, she
could be more likely to
make an effort. This bias
gives her an incentive to ex-
ert effort, which itself in-
creases the probability of
success.

However, there are li-
mits to how optimistic you

can be and still make gains.
What seems to work best is
a general, positive outlook,
known as dispositional op-
timism. In response to a
negative outcome in real
life, a pessimist may say “I
knew it” whereas optimists
may resort to the convic-
tion that “tomorrow is
another day”. This resi-
lience is maintained
through an ‘optimism bias’
(Nature, vol. 450, 102,

2007) characterised by an
asymmetric processing of
information in the brain:
good news is given dispro-

portionate  significance
and bad news is given less
weightage.

One area at the front
and centre of the brain,
called the rostral anterior
cingulate cortex (rACC), is
highly active when opti-
mists envision positive fu-
ture events. High neuronal
activity in this region
seems to facilitate the en-
coding of favourable possi-
bilities. Conversely, the
rACC’s diminished res-
ponse to negative informa-
tion seems to make sure
setbacks have less in-
fluence on the individual’s
long-term expectations.

The Revised Life Orien-
tation Test is a brief test
used to measure whether a
person is disposed towards
optimism. It presents 10
statements that one has to
rate on a five-point scale

(from ‘strongly disagree’ to
‘strongly agree’). State-
ments include “In uncer-
tain times, I usually expect
the best” and “If someth-
ing can go wrong for me, it
will”.

People who score better

for optimism have been
shown to have healthier
hearts. In ageing indivi-
duals, dispositional opti-
mism is known to be neu-
roprotective, shielding the
brain from the ravages of
time. High levels of the
brain-derived neurotroph-
ic factor (BDNF) enhance
resilience in ageing (Aging
and Disease, 16, 1813,
2024). Even as some neu-
rons are being lost to age,
BDNF helps surviving neu-
rons rewire more effective-
ly, allowing one’s senses to
stay sharp and the mind to
remain perceptive.
(The article was written in
collaboration with Sushil
Chandani, who works in
molecular modelling.)
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Scientists find bouba-kiki

effect in three-day chicks

Humans often match “bouba” with round shapes
and “kiki” with spiky ones. Researchers raised
baby chicks, then played the sounds while
showing them the two shapes. Three-day-old
chicks chose the round shapes more often when
they heard “bouba” and spiky shapes more often
when they heard “kiki”. The study concluded
brains may come pre-wired to connect sounds
and shapes and this ability may be shared across
species, supporting the idea that the link starts

from perception.
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Laser pulses turn glass into

super-dense data store

Microsoft researchers have found a way to store
data inside a 2-mm-thick glass plate by firing
short laser pulses to create 3D pixels in hundreds
of layers. Each pixel could be made to represent
more than one bit, and the team found a 120 mm
x 120 mm plate could hold 4.8 TB. A borosilicate
glass version was also projected to be stable for
10 millennia. The team could ‘read’ the data
using microscopes and machine-learning.

E =

Psychedelic could join

depression treatment options

In a trial, 34 adults with moderate to severe
major depressive disorder randomly received
either an intravenous dose of DMT, a
psychedelic, or a placebo. Two weeks on, the
DMT group reported a larger drop in depression
symptoms and also improved more after a week,
The benefits were found to last up to three
months, side effects were mild or moderate, and
there weren’t any serious safety issues. The
results point to a new treatment option pending

more tests.

Questibn Corner

On the bright side

Why do shrubs like
hibiscus flower/fruit
profusely only on the
sunlit side?

- Gayatri Chandrashekar

Shrubs and trees often
flower and fruit more on
the sunlit side because the
planet’s energy budget on
that side is different.
Sunlit leaves capture more
usable light so they
photosynthesise more and
make more sugars and
starch. Buds and young
fruits need that carbon
supply to form and grow.
On the shaded side, on the
other hand, the leaves
make less carbon so the
buds stay vegetative, the
flowers abort more often,
and small fruits drop more

easily.
»

Well-lit leaves also produce
stronger ‘signals’ that
encourage the buds
nearby to make flowers.
Likewise, the plant
interprets the way shade
changes the quality of light
as crowding and tries to
extend shoots and leaves
so that they get more light,
over its own reproduction.
Temperature helps this
process but isn’t the full
picture. It warms buds and
increases the speed of
development, yet also
dries leaves and raises the
planet’s demand for water.
If the plant can’t supply
enough water, it closes its
stomata and the rate of
photosynthesis drops.

Readers may send their questions [
answers to science@thehindu.co.in
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Why has eastern
Nagaland got
autonomy?

What does the Frontier Nagaland
Territorial Authority offer to six
‘backward’ districts of the State?

Rahul Karmakar

The story so far:

n February 5, the Centre signed a
0 tripartite agreement with the Nagaland

Government and the Eastern Nagaland
Peoples’ Organisation (ENPO) to form the
Frontier Nagaland Territorial Authority (FNTA).
An experiment in “devolutionary autonomy”,
the FNTA offers a high degree of administration
and financial autonomy to six “backward”

eastern districts — Kiphire, Longleng, Mon,
Noklak, Shamator, and Tuensang.

What was the ENPO’s demand?

The core demand of the ENPO was the creation
of a separate State to be carved out of Nagaland.
Its demand for a ‘Frontier Nagaland’ was
conveyed in 2010 through a memorandum to
the Centre, but is rooted in the policy of the
pre-1947 British administration to leave the hills
as an un-administered frontier. This lack of
governance created a “developmental
differential” that postcolonial India struggled to
bridge. The eight Naga tribes inhabiting the six
eastern districts increasingly began feeling
ignored, politically and economically, after

Nagaland was
A central feature of the carved out of
agreement is the Assam as a
establishment of a State in 1963.

mini-Secretariat within the  The

region, to bring state resentment
chi snowballed
machinery to the doorsteps . .
of the eastern tribes Hovement for
independence

from the alleged administrative dominance of
the western Naga tribes.

Why did Centre find merit in the demand?
The Centre’s decision to intervene was driven by
a mix of strategic compulsion and political
obligation. New Delhi and Kohima, Nagaland’s
power centre, attempted to satisfy the ENPO
with SOPs, including a ¥500-crore package, but
these solutions failed to address the underlying
political aspirations of the people. In 2024, the
situation reached a breaking point when the
ENPO leaders called for a total boycott of the
Lok Sabha elections, demonstrating their
immense collective leverage. That the ENPO
region is a critical bufter zone bordering
Myanmar also played a role in the Centre’s
eagerness to resolve the issue. Leaving a large
segment of Nagaland’s population disillusioned
in such a region was a major security risk,
especially as armed extremist groups are based
across the porous border.

The FNTA is seen as a pacifier for a strategic
asset to ensure that the frontier remains stable
and aligned with national interests.

What does the FNTA offer?

The FTNA offers semi-autonomous governance
to six eastern Nagaland districts. A central
feature of the agreement is the establishment of
a mini-Secretariat within the region, headed by a
high-ranking officer to bring state machinery to
the doorsteps of the eastern tribes, reducing
their dependence on Kohima. According to the
blueprint, development outlays will be shared
proportionally based on population and area,
and the Ministry of Home Affairs has committed
to providing initial expenditure for the
authority's establishment. The FNTA will
exercise legislative and executive powers over 46
specific subjects. This devolution allows local
leaders to make decisions on land use,
agriculture, rural development, and
infrastructure tailored to the specific needs of
their tribes. Crucially, the agreement achieves
this without abrogating or altering Article 371(A)
of the Constitution, thereby preserving the
unique customary laws and social practices
central to the Naga identity.

Can the FNTA model be leveraged to resolve
the Kuki-Zo demand?

The FNTA model has raised questions about its
applicability to the Kuki-Zo demand for a Union
Territory-like separate administration in
conflict-scarred Manipur. Structurally, the FNTA
is similar to the Hill Areas Committee
mechanism under Article 371(C) in Manipur,
which was provided to protect tribal interests.
The Nagaland model suggests that the Centre is
willing to create “territorial authorities” as a
middle path between total Statehood and
standard district administration. This may
provide a solution for the Kuki-Zo community, as
it demonstrates that New Delhi can innovate
constitutionally to grant autonomy without
redrawing State maps. However, the differences
in context are stark. In Nagaland, Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio was a willing partner in the
negotiations, and there was no active, violent
conflict between the Nagas. In Manipur, the
government based in the Meitei-dominated
Imphal Valley remains vehemently opposed to
any administrative separation, and the levels of
inter-group trust are currently non-existent.
Furthermore, the presence of other groups,
especially the Tangkhul Naga-heavy National
Socialist Council of Nagalim, who also claim
parts of the hill districts, makes a clean
administrative carve-out much more difficult.
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What are the key takeaways from Al summit?

What does the New Delhi Declaration say? How many countries are signatories? What were the

goals? What is the aim of the Global Al Impact Commons? Apart from Reliance and the Adani

Group, which companies have announced investments in domestic Al?

Aroon Deep

The story so far:

he Al Impact Summit from February
16-20 attracted lakhs of visitors, with
high-profile Al executives and heads
of state visiting New Delhi. On
Saturday, 88 countries and international
organisations signed the New Delhi Declaration

on Al, which stresses that the technology must
be democratised to make a difference.

Since when are Al summits being held?
Since 2023, dozens of countries have
participated in annual gatherings to discuss Al
In its first instalment in Bletchley Park, the U.K.
hosted a small dialogue on safety, where India
was represented by then Minister of State for
Electronics and Information Technology Rajeev
Chandrasekhar. There is no international
organisation that convenes these gatherings as
of now — participating countries have generally
passed on the baton for the following year’s
summit. 2024’s edition was held in Seoul, and
the last Al Action Summit was held in Paris in
February 2025, with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi co-chairing the edition with President
Emmanuel Macron. In the Paris summit, the
multilateral Al dialogue saw a significant shift,
with U.S. Vice-President ]J.D. Vance vocally
rejecting a safety-first approach, instead
emphasising innovation and unrestrained
investment into frontier research and
commercialisation of the technology.

What were the India-hosted summit’s goals?
For India’s turn, the government advanced a key
set of priorities: that Al's capabilities must be
available to as many people as possible; more
work must be done to make it relevant in the

Narendra Modi

Prime Minister
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New route: PM Modi poses with Google CEO Sundar Pichai, OpenAl CEO Sam

Altman, and other leaders at the Al summit, in Delhi on February 19. REUTERS

Global South, such as by expanding
representation for languages that have been
under-represented in the training of western
LLMs (large language models); and that the
technology should be “safe and trusted”.

On the domestic front, the government
sought to project India as an attractive
destination for Al infrastructure and research,
drum up investor sentiment for putting money
into Al, and for encouraging the technology’s
already-enthusiastic adoption in India, especially
in fields such as healthcare, agriculture and
education. The names of the working groups
convened for this purpose reflect some of these
priorities: human capital, inclusion for social
empowerment, safe and trusted Al, resilience,
innovation, and efficiency, science,
democratising Al resources, and Al for
economic development and social good.

What were the outcomes of the summit?

The government says that the summit attracted
over five lakh visitors, a record that easily
surpassed the attendance of the G20 summit in
2023. The government also touted $250 billion
in investment commitments, as well as $20
billion in commitments for frontier deep tech
research. The event also hosted over 500
individual discussions, with speakers from
around the world. During the summit, India
joined the U.S.-led Pax Silica initiative, which
seeks to build a network of like-minded
countries opposed to concentration of power in
electronics manufacturing and critical minerals.
India also achieved broad consensus among 88
countries and international organisations for the
New Delhi Declaration on Al, which was signed
by the U.S., China, France, and several other
countries who are key for the development and
deployment of Al at present.

The event saw the long-anticipated launch of
India’s first domestically trained multi-billion
parameter LLMs by Sarvam Al Sarvam is a
Bengaluru-based firm that enjoys millions of
dollars in private equity investment as well as
government support in subsidised access to
computing resources under the IndiaAl Mission.
The firm says its models are efficient, and beat
comparable models at many benchmarks. It has
announced that its models will be open source,
and after the summit, launched a chatbot
interface in beta to interact with its LLMSs.

The event was also plagued by a series of
setbacks almost every day. On the opening day —
three days before the plenary with the heads of
state and keynotes by figures like OpenAl CEO
Sam Altman and Google CEO Sundar Pichai —
organisers were overwhelmed by an unexpected
number of participants. Security and logistics

issues abounded, with significant traffic snarls
delaying even some speakers from making it to
their discussions. On the second day, an
exhibitor at the summit’s concurrent expo,
Galgotias University, passed off a Chinese-made
robodog as their students’ creation. The wide
publicity to this caused significant
embarrassment to the organisers, who ordered
the university to vacate the premises. And on
Friday, a group of Indian Youth Congress
members stormed the expo, revealing hidden
T-shirts and chanting, “Modi is Compromised,”
before being apprehended by the police. The
Delhi Police has apprehended the protesters,
and is investigating the protest.

What were the investment commitments?
Reliance Industries Ltd. announced
commitments of 10 lakh crore in domestic Al,
only slightly more than the Adani Group’s
similar commitment. Google gave a few fresh
details about its existing $15 billion investment in
data centre and Al projects in India, such as a
subsea cable system that would directly connect
India and the U.S. The event also saw
high-profile pacts between OpenAl and the Tata
Group, along with another agreement between
Anthropic and Infosys. OpenAl said it would
lease 100 megawatts of data centre capacity
from Tata’s HyperVault, and provide its
advanced models to the firm’s employees. The
pacts were notable due to the stock price
damage that both firms took after Anthropic’s
latest coding LLM shocked investors with its
advanced capabilities. Yotta Data Services, a
domestic data centre operator, announced $2
billion in data centre infrastructure build-out,
with graphics processing units from Nvidia.

What does the New Delhi Declaration say?
The declaration is broadly in line with India’s
stated multilateral priorities when organising the
summit. Nearly all commitments are described
in the statement as “voluntary” and
“non-binding,” encouraging wider participation.
These include a charter for the “democratic
diffusion” of Al; a “Global Al Impact Commons,”
which would serve as a database of use cases for
countries to draw inspiration from; a “Trusted
Al Commons,” described as a “repository of
tools, benchmarks, and best practices [that
supports the] development of secure and
trustworthy Al systems,”; an “International
Network of Al for Science Institutions” which
would link technical institutes around the world;
an “Al for Social Empowerment Platform”; an
“Al Workforce Development Playbook and
Reskilling Principles,” and “Guiding Principles
on Resilient and Efficient Al.” “The summit is
expected to catalyse long-term international
partnerships and position Al as a key driver of
economic growth,” the government said in a
statement, adding that there was “broad-based
global consensus on leveraging Al for economic
growth and social good”.

Why does the government insist that the project is of strategic importance? What will India
achieve by establishing a major cargo transshipment hub? What will happen to the biodiversity of

the Great Nicobar Island? What are the concerns? Can coral colonies be translocated?

Jacob Koshy

The story so far:

he National Green Tribunal (NGT)
recently concluded a high-stakes legal
battle over the ‘Holistic Development
of Great Nicobar Island’, and ruled
that all environment safeguards are in place for
the Great Nicobar Island Project. This integrated
project, estimated to cost ¥80,000-90,000
crore, has been at the centre of a debate
between national interests and the preservation
of one of the world’s most sensitive ecosystems.

What is the Great Nicobar project?

The project is an integrated infrastructure
development plan proposed by the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands Integrated Development
Corporation Limited (ANIIDCO). It consists of
four major components: an International
Container Transshipment Terminal (ICTT), a
450 MVA gas and solar-based power plant, a
large-scale township and area development, and
an international airport. Building all of this
would require diverting 130.75 square kilometres
of forest land — roughly 18% of the total area of
the Great Nicobar Island. It is projected to
generate over 1.28 lakh jobs by the time it is fully
implemented in 2052. However, the inevitable
environmental impact of this project has
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The island
Is a
biodiversity
hotspot, and
the project
faces several
ecological
challenges

Ecological importance: A view of the Great Nicobar Biosphere reserve.

prompted global outrage.

What is the history of the project?

The project’s regulatory journey began in May
2021 with a Stage-I forest clearance granted in
October 2022, followed by environmental and
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) clearances on
November 11, 2022. These clearances were
challenged in a “first round” of litigation in 2022.
On April 3, 2023, the NGT found “unanswered
deficiencies” regarding coral conservation, the
adequacy of environmental data, and zoning
violations. The tribunal then formed a
High-Powered Committee (HPC) to revisit these
issues. The final order issued this month is the
result of the “second round” of litigation, where
the tribunal reviewed the HPC’s findings and the
government’s subsequent actions.

Why is it a ‘national necessity’?

The government maintains that the project is of
extraordinary strategic, defence, and national
importance. The Great Nicobar is located just 40
km from the Malacca Strait, a critical
international shipping lane. The area is seen as a
vital location to counter the “growing presence”
of foreign powers in the Indian Ocean. By
establishing a major cargo transshipment hub,
India can participate more fully in the global
maritime economy and save significant costs on
cargo that is currently transshipped through
foreign ports. A permanent, robust presence on
the island is expected to curb the poaching of
marine resources by foreign entities.

What about Nicobar’s ecology?

The island is a biodiversity hotspot, and the
project faces several ecological challenges.
Initial surveys identified 20,668 coral colonies in
the vicinity. While Island CRZ regulations
prohibit the “destruction of corals”, the project
involves the translocation of 16,150 colonies to
suitable recipient sites. The island is home to the
Leatherback Sea Turtle, the Nicobar Megapode,
and the Saltwater Crocodile. Critics argued that
the construction would destroy nesting grounds
in Galathea Bay. A major point of contention was
whether the port layout overlapped with Island
CRZ-IA areas, which are the most ecologically

Why has NGT cleared the Nicobar project?

sensitive zones (like mangroves and sand dunes)
where heavy construction is strictly prohibited.
Environmentalists argued that the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was
based on only one season of baseline data,
which they claimed was insufficient for a project
of this magnitude. Critics have also raised
concerns that the environmental impact studies
downplay the seismic risks of the region, which
is located in a high-activity tectonic zone.

How will it affect the tribal populations?

The island is inhabited by the Shompen and
Nicobari tribes. The NGT noted the following
regarding tribal rights — the Expert Appraisal
Committee (EAC), which advises the Centre on
environmental clearances, found that the
project is designed not to disturb or displace any
tribal habitation. The tribunal stated that the
habitat rights of the tribes would be protected
under the Forest Rights Act, though as recently
as last month some of the leaders of the tribal
council said that they were being “coerced” to
sign ‘surrender’ certificates noting that they
have no objection to their lands being given to
the government. ANIIDCO is required to provide
funds to the A&N Tribal Welfare Department for
the welfare and protection of the tribal groups.

What was the NGT’s reasoning?
The tribunal ultimately upheld the
environmental clearance, adopting a “balanced
approach” that weighed environmental
safeguards against national security. The NGT
ruled that while EIA procedures are mandatory,
they should not be used to adopt a
“hyper-technical approach” that ignores ground
realities and national security. It accepted the
Zoological Survey of India’s (ZSI) finding that no
“major” coral reef exists in the direct work area
of Galathea Bay, only “scattered” colonies. It
ruled that translocation would effectively
protect the colonies. Following a site visit by the
National Centre for Sustainable Coastal
Management (NCSCM), the tribunal accepted
that no part of the port project fell within the
prohibited ICRZ-IA zone. The tribunal also ruled
that one-season data was sufficient because the
islands are not classified as a “high erosion”
stretch where multi-season data is mandatory.
With the NGT according legal clearance, the
ANIIDCO can move ahead with project
development. The Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways is also expected to move on port
development activities.
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Emmanuel Macron

Champion of European autonomy

Sunday, February 22, 2026
HYDERABAD

France’s centrist President has been pushing for reducing Europe’s reliance on the US. and building military and strategic autonomy, but faces policy resistance
abroad and political instability at home

Joan Sony Cherian

n 1962, French President
Charles de Gaulle declared that
“Europe must be organised so
that it depends on no one”. Now
as the world order reassesses itself in
light of various upheavals, the same
rhetoric rings true from the same
quarter as it had over 60 years ago. On
February 13, at the Munich Security
Conference, French President
Emmanuel Macron stated that “Europe
has to learn to become a geopolitical
power”.

Over the past few weeks, Mr.
Macron has been clear that Europe
must fashion for itself a path of
‘strategic autonomy’ by deepening the
EU’s single market, reducing
dependencies on external powers
especially in critical sectors such as Al
and rare-earth minerals, supporting
domestic companies by bringing in a
‘Buy European’ drive, and focusing on
creating deep-strike capabilities and
re-articulating nuclear deterrence
(France is currently the only nuclear
power in the EU). On January 20, at
the World Economic Forum in Davos,
the French President emphasised,
“...building more economic
sovereignty and strategic economy,
especially for the Europeans,... is the
core answer”.

Mr. Macron’s push for European
autonomy is a result of three main
geopolitical realities that Europe is
facing at the moment. One, the
Russia-Ukraine war. Europe has been
supplying Ukraine with arms and aid.
Even with such help, Russia is
incrementally advancing into
Ukrainian territory, with peace talks
being endlessly dragged on without
breakthroughs. Economic sanctions on
Russia as well as Europe’s support for
Ukraine have meant that Russia is no
longer a reliable energy partner for the
bloc.

Second, the dominance of China
and Chinese companies in areas of
critical security such as rare-earth
minerals/metals. European
investments have not been able to
withstand China’s position as a fierce
competitor in these sectors.

Finally, and the most alarming of
all, has been the volatility of the U.S. as
both a trade and a security partner.
Considered its most traditional trade
partner as well as its largest security
guarantor under the NATO framework,
the U.S. has now become a flashpoint
for Europe. If the sweeping tariffs
imposed by U.S. President Donald
Trump were not enough, his
aggressive bid for ownership of
Greenland, an island under Danish
sovereignty, has signalled to Mr.
Macron that the U.S. is no longer
reliable as a stable partner. “There are
threats and intimidation and then
suddenly Washington backs down.
And we think it’s over. But don’t
believe it for a second,” Mr. Macron
said in an interview earlier this month.

This is not the first time that the
French leader has put forth his idea of
European autonomy. In fact, right at
the beginning of his political career in
2017, his foreign policy stood out for its
emphasis on strategic autonomy for
Europe. While the idea had few takers
back then, Mr. Macron has stuck true
to his initial stand. He reiterated his
position in 2023, when, after a meeting
with Chinese President Xi Jinping, he
said Europe must not become
“America’s followers” and that it must
not get “caught up in crises that are
not ours”, referring to Europe possibly
getting dragged into a confrontation
between the U.S. and China over
Taiwan.

Now, by using the ‘Greenland
moment’, Mr. Macron is actively
rallying European powers to confront
their standing in the world order, and
strengthen Europe’s ability to stand up
to both the U.S. and China. “We have
the Chinese tsunami on the trade
front, and we have minute-by-minute
instability on the American side,” Mr.
Macron warned.

Regional distrust

Mr. Macron has advanced the call for
European autonomy on two main
policy pillars, the first being
eurobonds. As individual nation states
may not be able to fund the scaling up
of critical sectors, a common
borrowing mechanism will enable joint
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investments in specific industries such
as security and defence, climate, Al
and quantum computing. These
“eurobonds”, Mr. Macron believes,
could fund strategic investments for
Europe and challenge the hegemony of
the U.S. dollar.

The second policy is the Industrial
Accelerator Act, which is expected to
be published on February 25 by the
European Commission. The Act is
meant to reconcile decarbonising high
emission industries with maintaining
competitiveness both internally and
internationally. One of its key
provisions includes introducing
local-content, that is ‘Made in Europe’
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requirements in public procurement
and consumer schemes. It also
imposes certain restrictive criteria on
foreign investment in the EU.

However, Mr. Macron has been
having a tough time convincing other
European nations, especially Germany
and Italy, Europe’s two main industrial
powerhouses. His ‘Make in Europe’
rhetoric, and pushback on foreign
investment in critical sectors has come
across as a tad too protectionist for
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni
and German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz.

At the informal summit of leaders of
the EU in Belgium on February 12,

member states committed to the idea
of a ‘One Europe, One Market’, with
Germany and France focusing on their
goal of creating a “competitive
industry in Europe”, without clearly
addressing the apparent differences in
how they wish to achieve the same.
However, Mr. Macron has always
maintained that “all this must be done
in consultation and coordination with
all European partners” and structured
at the level of the EU.

Domestic insecurities

However, all such grand plans may
come to naught, if in next year’s
presidential elections in France, the
far-right National Rally (RN) party
comes to power. Mr. Macron will not
be able to contest as there is a
two-term constitutional limit on the
presidency. This means that
Emmanuel Macron has just one more
year left in office. And if the RN does
come to power, there is no guarantee
that it will honour Mr. Macron’s
agenda and commitments to the EU, as
the RN has always been a Eurosceptic
party going as far as to suggest, at one
point, leaving the bloc.

Mr. Macron has been trying to
expand his influence within the
French bureaucracy and potentially
stop the Rally’s populist agenda by
appointing close allies to top
government posts such as replacing
France’s top auditor, and reshuftling
foreign embassies.

Mr. Macron’s rule has been unstable
ever since his announcement of snap
elections in 2024 when his centrist
alliance lost its majority in the
European Parliament. As the sudden
elections again resulted in a hung
Parliament, he went on to appoint
three different Prime Ministers in
succession until October 2025, as each
one was voted out by no-confidence
motions or tendered resignations due
to political backlash.

These successive short-lived
governments have reduced Mr.
Macron’s standing both domestically
and internationally. It remains to be
seen how he attempts to bridge his
European agenda with the
hypernationalist discourse of the RN.

THE GIST
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Emmanuel Macron has
advanced the call for European
autonomy on two main policy
pillars, the first being
Eurobonds, which envisages a
common borrowing
mechanism for member states
v

The second policy is the
Industrial Accelerator Act,
which is expected to be
published on February 25 by
the European Commission.
This promotes a Make in
Europe drive

-

But Macron has faced a tough
time convincing other
European nations, especially
Germany and Italy, Europe’s
two main industrial
powerhouses

Security dilemma

Anthropic

The Claude developer’s push to be Washington's trusted Al partner while drawing red lines on
surveillance now risks putting it at odds with the Pentagon

Vasudevan Mukunth

nthropic has spent
A the last year trying
to get into an awk-

REUTERS

these models even when

Deal in deep water

Chagos Islands

As the UKs draft legislation to ratify the transfer of sovereignty over the Chagos Islands to
Mauritius moves through Parliament, Trump is taking aim at the deal

Sruthi Darbhamulla

competitors develop more

powerful alternatives. But
this also means that if An-

thropic yields to the Penta-

n a social media post,
U.S. President Donald

Trump asked the UK.

REUTERS

ward  position: close
enough to the U.S. national
security apparatus to be
treated as a frontier sup-
plier but far enough to not
get burnt. In one demon-
stration of this reputation-
al yoga, it was revealed that
the U.S. operation to ab-
duct Venezuela President
Nicolas Maduro on January
3 used Anthropic’s Al mo-
del Claude.

More recently, Anthrop-
ic clashed with the Penta-
gon over safeguards to pre-
vent fully autonomous
weapons targeting and U.S.
domestic surveillance.
While Anthropic contend-
ed that these are non-nego-
tiable limits, the Pentagon
has held that commercial
Al should be available for
“all lawful purposes”. Even
more recently, the Penta-
gon has been considering
designating Anthropic a
“supply chain risk” — a tag
that could pressure con-
tractors to certify that
they’re not using Claude.

Why has Anthropic
found itself in this bind?

In 2025, the company
publicly embraced a larger
defence footprint by an-
nouncing an agreement
with the U.S. Department
of Defence worth $200 mil-
lion. It was a sign that An-
thropic wanted to be the
lab to say ‘yes’ to national
security while still operat-
ing within limits, and in the

M
K

process keep up a public
reputation as a company
that’s part of the military
machinery. Anthropic has
also been trying to present
itself as an enterprise pro-
ductivity company rather
than as only a lab with a
chatbot. Its partnership
with Infosys, for instance,
will pair its models with a
firm that already sells com-
pliance and governance
services to industries that
are heavily regulated.

Two ambitions

The reason for its bind is
that a company that can
claim to operate safely in
government contexts with
stringent security expecta-
tions can also plausibly sell
itself to banks, manufactur-
ers, and telecom compa-
nies. That is, to govern-
ments, Anthropic says:
“We will help democratic
states maintain a techno-
logical advantage but we
won’t accept deployments
like autonomous targeting
or expansive domestic sur-
veillance”. As a result, it
gets to say to enterprises:
“We can operationalise
frontier Al inside environ-

ments with strict com-
pliance requirements”.

Unfortunately, these
two ambitions have since
collided. Anthropic ap-
pears to believe that con-
ceding on autonomous tar-
geting and domestic
surveillance would destroy
the line it has tried to draw
with other frontier labs
and entrants that are also
courting defence custom-
ers.

The Pentagon, however,
seems to be signalling that
its vendors’ moral com-
punctions are beside the
point, especially once the
vendors are inside the de-
fence supply chain.

The enterprise automa-
tion layer — i.e. the coding
and agentic systems that al-
low Claude to be embed-
ded directly within work-
flows rather than keep it as
a chatbot that enterprises
use in an ad hoc way — is
still one of Anthropic’s
main focus areas. And the
company has also been try-
ing to pitch its models’ sa-
fety features as an advan-
tage because its logic
seems to be, regulators
and enterprises will prefer

gon’s demand, it could lose
its signature differentia-
tion, whereas if it refuses,
the Pentagon could make
an example of it.

The fact is that while An-
thropic can try to control
how Claude is used, its
control will weaken once
Claude leaves the building.
Anthropic can say “you
may not use Claude for x”
in the terms of service or
train the model to refuse
certain requests, but even
then, large customers rare-
ly use an Al model as a
standalone chatbot. In-
stead, they access it
through cloud platforms,
embed it inside software
tools like for data analysis
and automation, and they
adapt it for specific mis-

sions. In other words, cus-
tomers can work around
the terms of service and
the question of Anthropic’s
complicity still lingers.

In this sense, Anthrop-
ic’s recent decisions are
probably coherent. It bet
that a market nervous
about Al — e.g. govern-
ments worried about ad-
versaries or enterprises
worried about liability —
will pay a premium for a
developer that can both
deploy and restrain. And
the dispute with the Penta-
gon is the first major de-
monstration of what it will
cost Anthropic to do both
at once.

to “not give away Diego
Garcia”, referring to the
site where a U.S-U.K. mili-
tary base is located in the
Chagos archipelago.

The U.K. deal concern-
ing the Chagos Island
grouping is the result of a
long negotiation surround-
ing the archipelago, locat-
ed in the central Indian
Ocean, around 1,600 km
from the tip of the Indian
subcontinent. The archipe-
lago, positioned around
2,000 km north-east of
Mauritius about mid-way
between East Africa and
Indonesia, is an overseas
territory of the U.K., one of
14 remaining in the post-
colonial era.

Officially referred to as
the British Indian Ocean
Territory  (BIOT), the
grouping consists of 60 is-
lands set in seven ring-
shaped coral atolls. The
largest of the lot, Diego
Garcia, plays host to the
joint U.S-U.K military base,
which reportedly has an

airfield, a deep-water port,
and communications and
surveillance-related infras-
tructure. The islands have
American and British mili-
tary presence and contract
civilian personnel, but do
not host a permanent civi-
lian population as of today.

The islands were unin-
habited when they were
discovered by Portuguese
explorers in the 16th centu-

ry. Given its strategic loca-
tion on international trade
routes, several foreign
powers sought to establish
control over the archipela-
go. In the late 18th century,
France took over the is-
lands, along with Sey-
chelles, treating them as
dependencies of Mauriti-
us. In the early 19th centu-
ry, the islands were taken
over by the U.K.; Mauritius
and its dependencies were
proclaimed colonies of Bri-
tain in 1814 under the Trea-
ty of Paris. Seychelles was
detached from Mauritius
and became a separate co-
lony in 1903. The BIOT
came into being in 1965 fol-
lowing the U.S-U.K. agree-
ment.

Mauritius gained inde-
pendence in 1968; the U.K.
reportedly paid it a £3 mil-
lion grant to maintain con-
trol over the Chagos Is-
lands. In 1971, a military
facility was constructed on
Diego Garcia, and the local
Ilois/Chagossians, des-
cended from African slaves
and Indian plantation
workers, were offered the
choice to relocate to Sey-
chelles or Mauritius. While

most resettled in Mauriti-
us, a few moved to the U.K.

Right to return
In 2000, the British High
Court found that the remo-
val of the Chagossians was
illegal and granted them
the right to return. While
this was upheld by the
Court of Appeal in 2007, it
was reversed by the House
of Lords in 2008. An IC] ad-
visory ruling in 2019 found
that the decolonisation
process pertaining to
Mauritius was illegal and
recommended that the
U.K. stop its administration
of the Chagos Islands.
Although non-binding,
the ruling had internation-
al weight, and the U.K. go-
vernment began negotia-
tions over this in 2022,
under then-Conservative
Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak. An agreement was
sketched out in October
2024, A final treaty to
transfer sovereignty over
the islands to Mauritius
was signed in May 2025 by
Labour Prime Minister
Keir Starmer and Mauritius
Prime Minister Navin Ram-
goolam. Before the treaty

enters into force, it needs
to be ratified by legislation,
and a draft law dealing
with this is progressing
through Parliament.

The plan, estimated to
cost £3.4 billion, envisages
the handing over of Chagos
Islands to Mauritius by the
U.K, and the leasing back
of the military base in Die-
go Garcia for 99 years, at
an average cost of £101 mil-
lion a year. The deal in-
cludes a £40 million trust
fund to support Chagos-
sians, who will be permit-
ted to resettle in all islands
except Diego Garcia.

Mr. Trump has called
the deal “an act of great
stupidity”, and the poten-
tial loss of the land “a
blight on our Great Ally”.
Describing the island as
“strategically located”, Mr.
Trump indicated that Die-
go Garcia may be brought
into play “in order to erad-
icate a potential attack by a
highly unstable and dange-
rous Regime”— a reference
to Iran. He has also linked
the deal to his own designs

to acquire Greenland.

The U.K. has maintained
that the deal is vital for the
U.K)s security interests,
with Mr. Starmer noting
that the deal was required
to avert the risk of a future
binding legal judgment af-
fecting the U.K.s ability to
use the Diego Garcia base.

On the other hand, the
deal has invited criticism

from Conservatives and

Reform UK, who view
Mauritius’s ties with China

with suspicion.
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Dynastic mark: The Hoysala lanchana, depicting the legendary founder Sala slaying a
tiger, is carved atop the Lakshmidevi temple.

Pointed base: The 13th-century Chennakeshava temple, built under King Vira
Someshwara, stands on a striking 16-pointed star-shaped raised platform (jagati).
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Fading grandeur: The sun’s rays thread through the temples of Koravangala, Nageshwara
and Govindeshwara, in the Hoysala-era village where three brothers built three shrines.

Ritual descent: The 12th-century Hulikere Kalyani is among the finest examples of Hoysala water architecture. Built below ground level with steps descending on all four sides, it includes 12 shrines with shikharas and 14 without, symbolically linked to the zodiac and the 27 nakshatras.

Murali Kumar K.
muralikumar.k@thehindu.co.in

Unearthing the silent
splendour of Hoysalas

In the rural parts of Hassan, Mandya and Mysuru in Karnataka, overlooked Hoysala-era temples and basadis reveal a thriving medieval kingdom’s devotion and sculptural

mastery; through star-shaped platforms, serene shrines, finely sculpted pillars and quiet stepwells, the Hoysala imagination continues to whisper through stone

cross the quiet farmlands of Hassan,
Mandya and Mysuru stand some of
Karnataka’s most remarkable yet
overlooked Hoysala-era monuments —
temples and basadis (shrines) that once formed
the spiritual fabric of a thriving medieval
kingdom. Built between the 11th and 13th
centuries, these shrines reveal the dynasty’s
signature blend of devotion and sculptural
mastery, extending far beyond the celebrated
sites of Belur, Halebidu and Somanathapura.

Carved from the soft, malleable soapstone
favoured by Hoysala artisans, the structures rest
on star-shaped platforms and feature sanctums
arranged in ekakuta, dvikuta and trikuta
formations. Their walls unfold like stone
tapestries: celestial dancers, finely turned pillars
and friezes dense with epic narratives.

Once a vibrant Hoysala outpost, Koravangala is
home to three temples built by three brothers.
The Nageshwara and Govindeshwara temples
(1160 CE) showcase an early phase of Hoysala
workmanship. A decade later came the village’s
architectural peak — the Bucheshwara temple
(1173 CE), raised by Buchi in honour of Veera
Ballala II. Today, Bucheshwara stands restored,
while the older shrines linger in graceful decay.

Long before it lent its name to fast bowler
Javagal Srinath, the village was a key commercial
centre under King Vira Someshwara. Its jewel is

the Lakshminarasimha temple (1250 CE), a
striking trikuta shrine known for its elegant
elephant sculptures and a later Vijayanagara-era
gateway.

The Lakshmidevi temple at Doddagaddavalli
(1114 CE) is among the earliest surviving Hoysala
structures. Its stark lines set it apart from later
ornate creations, while its rare Mahakali shrine,
guarded by skeletal betalas (guardian deity), hints
at ancient tantric traditions. Built by merchant
woman Sahaja Devi, the temple’s four-shrine plan
— dedicated to Lakshmidevi, Shiva, Vishnu and
Kali — captures a moment of early Hoysala
ambition.

The 12th-century Hulikere Kalyani near
Halebidum, with its stepwell, showcases the
dynasty’s imagination in water architecture.
Commissioned around 1160 CE by Lattayya, an
official of Narasimha I, it is also steeped in local
lore as the private bathing pond of Queen
Shantala Devi.

A short walk from the exuberant
Hoysaleshwara temple lies the Jain Basadi
complex. The Parshvanatha (1133 CE),
Shantinatha (1192 CE) and Adinatha Basadis
reflect Jain principles of restraint and clarity.

Together, these sites reveal an intricate world
beyond the kingdom’s famous temples, one in
which the Hoysala imagination continues to
whisper through stone.
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Tantric trace: Builtin 1114 CE, the Lakshmidevi temple stands in stark contrast to the dynasty’s later creations, with its
highly ornate architecture. Its stone-cut towers frame a rare Mahakali shrine guarded by skeletal betalas, figures
associated with early tantric traditions.
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Epic in stone: A raging battle between Rama and Ravana is depicted across the walls of the Hoysaleswara temple, a 12th-century Sacred restraint: A short walk from the ornate Hoysaleswara temple stands the Jain complex of Halebidu. The Parshvanatha (1133 CE),
Shiva temple. Shantinatha (1192 CE) and Adinatha shrines embody Jain ideals of restraint and contemplative stillness.
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Living legacy: Visitors gather at the Hoysaleswara temple, where intricate 12th-century carvings continue to draw crowds centuries after their creation.
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Golden hour glory: Morning light washes over the Veera Narayana temple. Built around 1200 CE by King Veera Ballala Il, the temple is Enduring wonder: Set amid agricultural fields in Mandya district, the 13th-century Panchalingeshwara temple shows a rare Panchakuta
renowned for its expansive ranga-mandapa and rows of uniquely carved elephants inside. design, five east-facing Shiva shrines aligned in a row and connected by a pillared hall, all set in understated yet refined stonework.
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