EX-DU PROF HANY BABU, HELD IN
ELGAR CASE, GETS BAIL AFTER5 YRS

A bench of Justices A S Gadkari and R R Bhonsale
of the Bombay High Court granted him bail due
to prolonged incarceration without proper trial
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ALL ABOUT NIA CASE AGAINST THE PROFESSOR

The NIA had accused Hany Babu of being a co-conspirator for propagating
Maoist activities and ideology for the banned CPI(Maoist). The case
relates to “inciting people and giving provocative speeches during an Elgar
Parishad event organised by Kabir Kala Manch at Shaniwarwada in Pune
on December 31, 2017, which promoted enmity between caste groups”
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Hany Babu, Ex DU prof

TEN OTHER ACCUSED ALREADY OUT ON BAIL

m Ten other accused, including Varavara Rao, Sudha Bharadwaj, Anand
Teltumbde, Vernon Gonsalves, Arun Ferreira, Shoma Sen, Gautam
Navlakha, Sudhir Dhawale, and Rona Wilson, are out on bail

m Babu’s counsel argued for bail on the basis that charges are yet to be
framed and a discharge application is still pending before a trial court
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WAS WHEN PUNE POLICE HAD FILED
THE CASE, WHICH LATER WENT TO NIA
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FM, RM meet RT Indiato go
delegation live today

Finance Minister  On Friday, Putin
Nirmala  will launch RT
Sitharaman meta India, the Indian
Russian delegation = arm of state-

led by First Deputy = funded Russia
PM Denis Today. The TV
Manturovand channel will air
discussed various  English news
issues, while  programmes and
Defence Minister it aims to “boost
Rajnath Singh  the traditional
held a delegation-  ties between India
level meeting with  and Russia and
his Russian ~ the countries’
counterpart  influenceina

Andrey Belousov = multipolar world”

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi sit inside a limousine at
New Delhi’s Palam Air Base on Thursday | pri

Red-carpet welcome

INRARE GESTURE, MODI RECEIVES PUTIN AT AIRPORT

JAYANTH JACOB @ New Delhi

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi
stood on the tarmac of Delhi’s Palam
airport on Thursday evening greet-
ing Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin with a warm hug and a rare per-
sonal welcome in an unmistakable
signal of the weight India attaches to
its relationship with Russia. Tradi-
tional dancers swayed, cameras
flashed and the red carpet stretched
long as the two leaders slipped into
the same car, echoing their drive to-
gether just three months ago after the
SCO summit in Tianjin, China.
Soon after Putin’s touchdown in
Delhi, Modi hosted him for a private
dinner mirroring the hospitality the
Russian leader extended to him in
Moscow last year. “Delighted to wel-
come my friend, President Putin to
India. Looking forward to our inter-
actions later this evening and tomor-
row. India-Russia friendship is a time

tested one that has greatly benefitted
our people,” Modi said in a post on X,
shared in both English and Russian.

Their conversation on Thursday
would set the tone for the 23rd India-
Russia annual summit on Friday, a
meeting watched closely in Western
capitals as both nations navigate a
tense global climate amid efforts to
bring a halt to the war in Ukraine.

On Friday morning, Putin will re-
ceive a ceremonial welcome at Rash-
trapati Bhavan before laying a wreath
at Rajghat and heading to Hyderabad
House for formal talks over a work-
ing lunch.

Defence cooperation will dominate
the talks and both sides are expected
to unravel a set of agreements and
blueprint for economic cooperation.
Hours before Putin landed, the two
countries’ defence ministers held
wide-ranging talks on India’s plans to
procure additional S-400 missiles that
proved decisive during Operation

Sindoor and to explore further mili-
tary hardware, including the Su-57
fifth-generation fighter jet. Agree-
ments on logistics support and the
movement of Indian workers to Rus-
sia are also expected to be sealed.

Trade and energy will feature
prominently as India seeks to address
a ballooning deficit and navigate the
impact of US tariffs and sanctions
tied to Russian crude purchases.

Moscow has offered additional dis-
counts on oil after India’s intake
dipped in recent weeks, and coopera-
tion in fertilisers, small modular re-
actors and a proposed free trade pact
with the Eurasian Economic Union
will also be on the table.

Putin is expected to brief Modi on
the latest diplomatic developments
around the Ukraine conflict, with In-
dia reiterating its stance that diplo-
macy alone can end the war.

Putin is scheduled to depart Delhi
around 9 pm on Friday.
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Transitional
challenges
in crew
availability
under FDTL
Phase-2,
which
capped
night
landings by
pilots to
two as
against six,
says IndiGo

Seeks
exemptions
from DGCA
on night
duty norms
for A320s
tillFeb 10

Misjudged
actual crew
required
for Phase 2
of FDTL

More IndiGo
flights to be

cancelled
for 2-3 days

From Dec 8,
it will cut
flight ops to
minimise
disruption

IndiGo to cut ops
from Monday; full
normalcy in Feb

S LALITHA @ New Delhi

ON a day when 300 more
flights were cancelled, IndiGo
told the Directorate of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) that normal
and stable operations can be
fully restored by the airline
only by February 10.

It said flight cancellations
would continue for the next
2-3 days, adding it would start
cutting down on flight opera-
tions from December 8 to
minimise disruption.

The airline urged the regu-
lator to exempt its A320s from
certain Flight Duty Time
Limitation (FDTL) norms,
which mandate a maximum
of two night landings as
against the earlier six.

The DGCA advised it to sub-
mit in detail the FDTL relaxa-
tions it required to normalise
flights operations.

IndiGo made its presenta-
tion at a high level meet with
the Director General of the
DGCA. “IndiGo has assured
DGCA that corrective actions
are underway and that nor-
malised and stable operations
will be fully restored by 10
February 2026,” the regulator

Passengers crowd an IndiGo ticket
counter in Mumbai on Thursday | pri

said. More cancellations will
continue over the next 2-3
days, the airlines said.
IndiGo acknowledged that
the disruptions arose prima-
rily from misjudgment and
planning gaps in implement-
ing Phase 2 of FDTL, which
kicked in on November 1.
“Indigo has been directed to
normalise operations at the
earliest and also ensure that it
does not lead to increase in
fares,” the DGCA added.

SIPB clears
220,444 crore
investments

S VISWANATH @ Vijayawada

THE 13th State Investment Pro-
motion Board (SIPB) meeting
held under the chairmanship
of Chief Minister N Chandrab-
abu Naidu at the State Secre-
tariat on Thursday, approved
investment proposals to the
tune of 20,444 crore to gener-
ate employment for 56,278
people.

A total of %8.29 lakh crore in-
vestment proposals with a po-
tential to generate 7.62 lakh
jobs have come up before the
SIPB so far. Six companies that
signed agreements at the CII
Partnership Summit in Visa-
khapatnam have got
approvals.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Chief Minister said more
than 50% of MoUs signed at the
Partnership Summit have al-
ready moved to the approval
stage, and directed officials to
ensure that foundation stones
for these projects are laid with-
in 45 days.

“Leading companies are
choosing Andhra Pradesh for
investments because of the
government’s speed of doing
business. We are providing wa-
ter, electricity, land, and all nec-
essary support. Transparency
is bringing new projects to the
State,” he said. P4

Deploy more
staff for SIR,

SC tells states

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
@ New Delhi

TAKING note of a plea alleg-
ing extreme work pressure
faced by booth level officers
(BLOs) engaged in the spe-
cial revision of polls roll, the
Supreme Court on Thursday
asked states and Union Ter-
ritories to consider roping in
additional staff so that work
pressure of BLOs is eased.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tice Joymalya Bagchi said,
“In case they are facing hard-
ships, including being over-
burdened, the state govern-
ment can obviate such
hardships.”

The court was hearing an
application by actor Vijay’s
party TVK seeking a fiat to
ECI to not take coercive ac-
tions against BLL.Os for failing
to perform their duties.

If any employee has a ‘spe-
cific reason’ for seeking ex-
emption from SIR duty, a
competent officer of the state
government can consider it
on a case-to-case basis and re-
place that an employee with
another, the bench said.

EXPRESS READ

Dy CM inaugurates
77 DDOs across AP

Chittoor: Deputy Chief Minister
K Pawan Kalyan inaugurated 77
Divisional Development Offices
(DDOs) across the State on
Thursday, marking a major step
towards strengthening rural
governance and the Panchayati
Raj system | P4
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# Friday : 05/12/2025 = Year: Sri Viswavasu = Aayanam: Dakshinayanam

# Rutuvu: Hemantha » Masam: Margasira ® Paksham: Bahula = Tithi: Padyami 12.55+ am
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18°C | 30°C

MIN MAX

06:21am
05:43pm

Sunrise

Sunset

2

WEATHER

Moonrise 06:06 pm
Moonset  07:41am

FORECAST
Partly Rainy

Min Savitha focuses on admin reforms Court reserves orders on

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Anantapur

BC Welfare Minister S Savitha
on Thursday inaugurated a
new DDO office in Penukonda
and praised the coalition gov-
ernment’s Panchayati Raj re-
forms, saying mini-collector-
ates will provide platforms to
resolve public issues.
Speaking at the event, Savitha
said bringing all divisional-lev-
el offices under one roof bene-
fits both citizens and adminis-
tration. She congratulated
Deputy Chief Minister K Pa-
wan Kalyan for initiating his-

Police step up
helmet drive

for road safety

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Kurnool

KURNOOL district police on
Thursday intensified a special
Helmet Awareness Drive to en-
force helmet rules and promote
safe riding among two-wheeler
users.

Police teams across all sta-
tion limits conducted checks,
issued penalties to violators,
and educated motorists on the
importance of wearing hel-
mets. Officers said the drive
aims to reduce fatalities caused
by riders failing to use protec-
tive gear.

Superintendent of Police
(SP) Vikrant Patil said most
road accident deaths occur be-
cause riders do not wear hel-
mets. He urged motorists to fol-
low traffic rules and use
good-quality helmets consist-
ently. “Wearing a helmet is not
just a legal requirement but a
vital safety measure,” he said.

Patil said the department
will continue strict enforce-
ment to ensure compliance. Of-
ficers reiterated that helmets
significantly reduce injury se-
verity and save lives. The SP ap-
pealed to all two-wheeler riders
to prioritise safety.

toric reforms and suggested
that mini-collectorates should
have permanent buildings, a
proposal to which he responded
positively.

The Minister criticised YS-
RCP chief for demolishing the
‘Praja Vedika,” which she said
was built with public funds,
and highlighted her govern-
ment’s efforts in constructing
offices for public welfare. She
said the coalition government
is establishing 77 DDO offices
across the state, consolidating
departments at the divisional
level, and prioritising village
infrastructure development.

Minister for BC Welfare S Savitha inaugurating the new Divisional Development

Office in Penukonda on Thursday | express

Arch Univ Prof figures in Global Index 26

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Kadapa

YSR Architecture and Fine
Arts University Physics faculty
member Guddeti Phaneendra
Reddy has secured a place in
the Global AD Scientific Index
- 2026, earning recognition
among the world’s leading
scientists.

University Vice-Chancellor
(V-C) Prof B Jayaramireddy

said Phaneendra was selected
for the Alper-Doger Scientific
H-Index Rankings for his con-
tributions to solar energy gen-
eration and energy storage.
Phaneendra Reddy, a native
of Kanneluru village in Jam-
malamadugu mandal, complet-
ed his schooling at AP Guruku-
la Vidyalayam, Kalvabugga. He
cleared the CSIR-NET exam in
2012 with an All-India Rank of

Be commltted to natl
service, students told

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Nellore

THE 10 Andhra Naval Unit
NCC Commanding Officer Lt
Commander Ganesh Godan-
gave urged youth to commit to
national service from an early
age.

Marking Indian Navy Day,
the 10 Andhra Naval Unit NCC
organised a fruit distribution
programme at Viyani Orphan-
age Home near Dargamitta
Road Centre in Nellore.

Lt Commander Ganesh Go-
dangave said the Indian Navy
played a key role in India’s vic-
tory in the 1971 Indo-Pak war.
He said the Pakistani Navy suf-

Villager missing in Mali,
family seeks govt help

Anantapur: Ramachandra of
Kovvuru Vandlapalli in Talupula
mandal has gone missing in Mali,
West Africa, where he worked as
a borewell operator. He last
contacted his family on
November 22. The company later
informed them he was allegedly
abducted. His family has sought
government intervention, while
Kadiri police are gathering details
though no complaint is filed

Horoscopes By Holiday

HOLIDAY MATHIS

05" December : Cold Moon Afterparty The Cold
Moon afterparty features warmdrinks and the
sort of giddy social fun that happens when

fered a decisive defeat on De-
cember 4, 1971, prompting the
nation to commemorate Navy
Day annually to honour naval
personnel and pay tribute to
martyrs. He said the Eastern
Naval Command’s annual op-
erational demonstrations on
the Vizag coast showcased the
Navy'’s strength, preparedness
and strategic capability, inspir-
ing people across the country.
Associate NCC Officer G
Narendra Babu said, “Soldiers
serve the nation with utmost
dedication and selflessness.
The youth must look up to them
as role models and work for the
progress of the country.”

EXPRESS READ

R&B Min inaugurates
DDO in Dhone

Kurnool: Roads & Buildings
Minister BC Janardhan Reddy on
Thursday said the blessings of
Shri Shirdi Saibaba will protect
people and ensure their
prosperity. He visited the Shirdi
Saibaba Temple in Dhone. He
inaugurated the DDO office of the
Panchayati Raj and Rural
Development Department in
Dhone. Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan
was virtually present

ARIES TAURUS

PC Rayulu submiits plea
for Balaji rly division

Tirupati: Dr PC Rayulu, Chairman
of Kasturba Gandhi Kendra Trust,
Tirupati, met Union Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw at
Parliament House in New Delhi
on Thursday and submitted a
proposal to establish a new Balaji
Railway Division with its
headquarters in Tirupati. The
Trust appealed to support the
initiative by raising awareness

of the proposal

(Mar21- Apr.20)

Don’t get so
concerned with
doing the right

thing that it blocks you
from doing the interesting

(Apr.20-May 20)

Here comes a
challenge
that seems

custom-made for you.
You'll be sointoit, you

GEMINI CANCER
(May21-June21) (June22-July22)
Real trust is

g ,J asattractive
asdisloyalty

is unattractive. It can

take a lot of effort to

i. Your
) contributions
toa project will

be considerable, though
it'’s nothing flashy in the

88 and earned his PhD from
SVU under Prof KT Ram-
akrishna Reddy. He pursued re-
search as a Visiting Student
Fellow at Northumbria Univer-
sity, England.

He collaborates with scien-
tists from South Korea, Taiwan,
China, Dubai and other coun-
tries. He received the AP Young
Scientist Award - 2020 from the
AP Academy of Sciences.

Class 6 girl sets
Bharatanatyam
world record

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Nellore

CLASS 6 student Suddapalli
Bhaswita of Narayana Olym-
piad e-Techno School, AC Na-
gar, has entered the World Book
of Records and Genius Book of
World Records after perform-
ing over 12 hours of uninter-
rupted Bharatanatyam.

The marathon performance,
held at Sri Venkateswara Swa-
mivari Devasthanam in Naruk-
ooru, drew admiration from
the audience and displayed her
discipline and talent.

Narayana Educational Insti-
tutions General Manager
Vemireddy Vijayabhaskar Red-
dy congratulated Bhaswita and
praised her commitment.
School Principal Vandana said
the achievement brought pride
to the institution and to Nellore
district. She said school pro-
vides training in cultural ac-
tivities, skill development and
yoga along with academics.

ghee case accused’s bail

Granting bail now will allow accused to tamper with witnesses: SIT

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Tirupati

THE Supreme Court-appointed
CBI-led Joint Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) has urged the
court not to grant bail to Ac-
cused No. 16, Delhi-based trad-
er Aajaykumar Sugandh, who
is currently in judicial custody
in the Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) laddu
ghee adulteration case.

The SIT has also
filed a custody petition
seeking the remand of
Accused No 29, former
General Manager (Pro-
curement) RSSV Subra-
manyam, as the investigation
continues.

Arguments on the judicial
custody extension and bail peti-
tion of A16 were completed on
Thursday in Nellore ACB
Court, and the court has re-
served orders for December 8,
2025.

During the hearing, Assist-

ant Public Prosecutor (APP)
Jayashekar strongly opposed
the balil petition.

He said the chemicals alleg-
edly supplied by Aajaykumar
to Bhole Baba Company were
artificially synthesised sub-
stances, posing a serious threat
to public health.

The prosecution submitted

that laddus made using
adulterated ghee could

cause severe health dis-
orders among
devotees.

The APP added that

being directly linked to

the supply chain, Aajayku-

mar played a crucial role in the

suspected adulteration
operation.

The prosecution argued that
granting bail at this stage could
allow the accused to tamper
with key witnesses, hamper the
ongoing investigation, and in-
fluence evidence.

Citing multiple relevant

court precedents, the APP
urged the court not to grant
bail, emphasising the serious-
ness of the allegations and po-
tential consequences.

APP Jayashekar said Subra-
manyam, as General Manager
(Procurement), allegedly mis-
led the TTD administration by
concealing critical informa-
tion, influencing senior offi-
cials, and facilitating multiple
irregular procurement
transactions.

The prosecution asserted
that he engaged in serious mis-
conduct and manipulation of
official procedures, significant-
ly contributing to the adultera-
tion activity and financial loss
to the institution.

Given the nature of the alle-
gations and his suspected role
in the conspiracy, the prosecu-
tion prayed for police custody
to thoroughly examine Subra-
manyam’s involvement and ex-
tract further evidence.

Reform education and healthcare
systems, TTD EO dlrects ofﬁc1als

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Tirumala

TIRUMALA Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) EO Anil Ku-
mar Singhal held a review on
Sri Venkateswara Sarva Shre-
yas, Vidyadana and Pranadana
Trusts, run by TTD.

A meeting was held with the
officials concerned at the con-
ference hall of the TTD admin-
istrative building on
Thursday.

The EO said that if students
studying in TTD educational
institutions are taught Sana-
tana Dharma, moral values, de-
votion, personality develop-
ment, and other topics along
with education, they will be-
come exemplary citizens. He
said that taking students for
field observation along with
education would increase their
knowledge.

He instructed the officials to
set up laboratories to correct
the shortcomings in the crea-

tive thinking of the students,
provide training with experts
for skill development, and pro-
vide infrastructure facilities.

He wanted to provide train-
ing with experts to children
studying in TTD Bala Mandir
and other schools to increase
the pass percentage.

Similarly, the EO instructed
to make arrangements to dis-
tribute hearing aids to the chil-
dren of the Sravanam Project
after the training was complet-
ed. He also directed to set up a
special system to identify the
shortage of medicines in TTD
hospitals, which medicines are

needed, and to identify the
medicines required by the pa-
tients from time to time.

Likewise, the EO instructed
to use funds from Sri
Venkateswara Pranadana
Trust to treat cases and special
cases of patients’ in hospitals.

A nine member committee
should be formed to monitor
the supply of medicines, the
process of purchasing and ba-
sic facilities in TTD hospitals
from time to time and prepare
a report accordingly. The Staff
should be appointed to provide
necessary medical services in
PAC-5 of Tirumala.

Nandividya Nateswari prog a big draw in Tirupati

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Tirupati

A grand cultural programme,
Nandividya Nateswari, was
held on Thursday at Mahati
Auditorium in Tirupati under
the guidance of Sri Sri Vijay-
endhra Saraswathi Swamigal,
Peetadhipathi of Sri Kanchi
Kamakoti Peetam. The event
was jointly organised by the
Kanchi Peetam and TTD HDPP
wing.

The programme began with

LEO
(July23-Aug.22)

Tofeel life’s
poetry, you
need a big

heart and a wide
range of experience.

VIRGO
(Aug.23-Sept.22)

You've been
.. & anemotional
barista

lately, serving comfort,
pep and reassurance on

Sri Vijayendra Saraswati Swamigal
addressing students during Nandividya
Nateswari programme | EXPRESS

a Bharatanatyam performance
by renowned Chennai-based
dancer Smt Revati Ramachan-
dran from 9.30 am to 11.00 am,
captivating the audience and
highlighting the rich tradition
of classical dance.

This was followed by a spe-
cial mridangam recital from
11.00 am to 12.30 pm by maestro
K Ramakrishnan of Kerala,
whose performance enthralled
attendees for more than an
hour.

As part of the initiative, si-
multaneous mridangam and
dance recitals are being con-
ducted in 50 schools, including
40 government schools and 10
TTD schools, as directed by the
pontiff, to encourage students
to learn and appreciate Indian
classical arts.

Sri Sri Vijayendhra Swami-
gal addressed students from
various educational institu-
tions and blessed them for their
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s | Ts e o N N . S
1 Make cracks on 1 Animals straying about [ B of
; . . X Mothing F l_:..rl ,|"'
4 8 5 3 s . i - passing fashion §5) a rogd are.easl|ly scared (7) B T 1'; E A : l,,..." e -
4 Tryhand at turning 2 Putinadrinkit could iy
valved water outlet (7) give a sour tang (9) | Y Y ¥ O E
3 2 . - - - 8 Shakeafingerat 3 Appeartoact? (5) ., :
a facetious type (3) 4 Greek god; part herald, ¥
@ 8 1 2 6 10 _- " 12 9 Irregular hours that are part messenger (6) DT I A M &
E needed to negotiate (6,3) 5 Merit of French translation of verse (7) a— = §
% 6 5 10 Husband substitute? (7) 6 Bit of botherin the head office (3) . » w
.E | 11 Trick includes nothing to 7 ltsplitsup the levy (5) ] <] g
S cause provocation (5) 12 True, these letters are =
ﬁ 2 9 ? 8 — “ 16 13 Stormy outcry of for the leading lady (9) M H I O v L E
§ a babyish nature (6) 14 1t makes one wild what e ;.
S 3 5 6 17 15 You could make them those whoretire do (3,4) LA E
% doakind of acting (6) 16 Granted it might be & 1% A iy
A 18 Burnamark ona horse (5) searchingly used (7) | WHEHIT ZAME TO WHETHER
: 2 B 9 - n- 19 Canada’s ratable exchange (7) 17 District in capital E T D FA E - '-'-'ﬂi'nf'l"-5_‘l:'f LURES ATTRACT
21 Hemay explain of France and Holland (6) L YN A\ MKE FISH, IT WAS —
B11/2]7|5/813(9]4 SU Do KU H AR D . - - - changes to incomes (9) 18 Damage reportedly a 'l':._.-'"L'-- i Mow arrange the circled lefiers
gl3|6f2(1/4ajB|7|6 23 Not getting back a lot (3) found in hatches (5) B0 Teliorw Contect Agencp LG 0 torm the surpnse answer, &s
rlalelel39]2][5]1] TESTYOURNUMBER 23 2% Stop being loyal (7) 20 Club he joined for a swim (5) Al Fights Flasaned suggested by the ahove canoor
a . BLAfea 2111918 CRUNCHING SKILLWITH 25 Not havinga list to put up (5) 22 Eggsofnovalue (3) Ty Y J f"’ Y I K _‘( I I
e 3ls|6]719/412] OURUNIQUE PUZZLE L;L; AA A A A A A S
412 | gl1({B[3]5]6/|7 - . . - . YESTERDAY’S SOLUTIONS {ANEWETS [orhomow ]
2 1 ? | E AL TAe s | mFillinthe grid with digits in such amanner 24 75 Across:  Astronomer, B Spain, 9 Perusal, Down: 2 Spaniel, 3 Ranch, 4 Napped, 5 Marbles, Yesterday's | Jumbdes: QUART  NINTH  WRE -'“ﬁ H E“ 3 LF
AT AR 21818119 that every row,every column and every 3K3 box 10 Prthe, 11 Lasso, 12 Relef, 14 Astrid, 7Qutdo, 6 Roses, 7Blood donor, 8 Supersonic, 13 Emotive, Answer:  The overhedted jogaer was viry happy fo con
2151419678 ]3] acommodates the digits 1to 9, without repeating any. 19 0arsmen, 21 talics, 22 Manor, 23 Greengages. 15Romance, 16 Cousin, 18 Twang, 20 Rumba. across some — AUNNING -.-.mrE R

epaper.newtndtan“s.mm .
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Fishers stage
‘Rasta Roko’ at
Kakinada beach

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Kakinada

FISHERMEN on Thursday
staged a dharna and rasta roko
at Kakinada Beach Road to pro-
test against the discharge of
chemical waste into the sea.

Officials from the Pollution
Control Board, Kakinada Rural
Revenue, Fisheries Depart-
ment, and Sarpavaram police
inspected the tankers involved.
Police seized a lorry and col-
lected water samples.

The protest was followed by
mass fish deaths near Sur-
yaraopeta, suspecting chemical
waste from tankers.

They reported tankers dis-
charging contaminated waste-
water into the canal between
Vakalapudi and Suryaraopeta
villages, alleging three to five
tankers had been dumping tox-
ic liquids for two years.

On Wednesday night, an oil
tanker released 24,000 litres
into the sea. Trade union lead-
er T Raja and Left-party leader
Chintapalli Ajay Kumar blamed
industrial waste for marine
deaths. Fishers demanded a
CBI probe, action against pol-
Iuters, and a Pollution Control
Board investigation.

EXPRESS

ANDHRA PRADESH

FRIDAY ()5,12.2025

Minunveils AMTZ-designed purple .

building accessibility framework

Says mandatory provisions will ensure compliance, and empower people with disabilities

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Visakhapatnam

DEVELOPED by the Andhra
Pradesh MedTech Zone
(AMTZ), Union Minister for
Road Transport and Highways
Nitin Gadkari haslaunched the
Purple Building Certification
Scheme, the country’s first ded-
icated accessibility rating sys-
tem for public and private
buildings.

The initiative has been devel-
oped by AMTZ, in collaboration
with the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR), and
the Inclusive Divyangjan En-
trepreneur Association (IDEA).
The launch coincided with the
International Day of Persons
with Disabilities, observed on
December 3.

Gadkari called for making
accessibility a legal require-
ment for all buildings and pub-
lic spaces. He suggested that
NITI Aayog draft a proposal for
mandatory standards, and that
the Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment prepare a

Lok Adalat settlement: High Court
reviews Parakamani theft case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Vijayawada

THE High Court clarified that
courts can intervene suo motu
in cases of temple irregulari-
ties, charitable institution is-
sues, or violation of minors’
rights, acting as guardian of
temple interests.

The division bench, led by
Chief Justice Dhiraj Singh
Thakur and Justice R Raghu-
nandana Rao, reviewed the Par-

akamani theft case, noting the
Lok Adalat compromise involv-
ing former AVSO Y Satish Ku-
mar and accused CV Raviku-
mar raised legal concerns.
The single judge had referred
it to the division bench to deter-
mine the legality of the award.
Senior advocates debated juris-
diction, Ravikumar’s public
servant status, and a petition to
include AP Sadhu Parishad
president Swami Srinivasanan-
da Saraswati as a respondent.

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari launched the AMTZ’s
Purple Building Certification Scheme | express

Bill to be introduced in Parlia-
ment. “Mandatory provisions
will help ensure compliance,
and empower people with dis-
abilities,” he said.

He also commended AMTZ
and ICMR for developing the
certification framework, not-
ing AMTZ’s growingrole in set-
ting standards for affordable
medical technologies.

Explaining the development
of the framework, Dr Jitendra
Sharma, MD and founder-CEO

of AMTZ, said accessibility
must become a basic feature of
infrastructure. He noted AMTZ,
aligned with International Ac-
creditation Forum standards,
will work with the Quality
Council of India (QCI) to train
auditors and certification bod-
ies. Expert committees sup-
ported by ICMR contributed to
designing the standards.

At the event held in New Del-
hi, NITI Aayog member Dr VK
Paul suggested that the govern-

ment adopt the certification in
its own buildings to set an
example.

Dr Mallika Nadda, president
of Special Olympics Bharat,
opined that accessible infra-
structure is essential as India
prepares to host major interna-
tional sporting events.

The Purple Building Certifi-
cation Scheme is a voluntary
national programme that eval-
uates, and recognises accessi-
bility in schools, hospitals,
transport hubs, commercial
complexes, recreational facili-
ties, and residential spaces.

It aims to integrate universal
design principles into India’s
expanding urban landscape,
benefiting persons with disa-
bilities, senior citizens, preg-
nant women and people with
temporary or permanent mo-
bility or sensory needs.

Officials from the Depart-
ment of Empowerment of Per-
sons with Disabilities empha-
sised that accessibility should
be treated as a shared responsi-
bility across ministries.

FiberNet case: Gowtham file plea in court

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

IN a major development in the
sensational FiberNet scam —
in which CM Nara Chandraba-
bu Naidu was named as an ac-
cused and later given a clean
chit by the ACB Court - former
FiberNet Chairman and YS-
RCP senior leader P Gowtham
Reddy filed a petition in the
ACB Court on Thursday.

The move comes after the
Andhra Pradesh Crime Investi-
gation Department (APCID)

submitted an affidavit stating
that no irregularities occurred
in the execution of the project
and that Andhra Pradesh State
Fibernet Limited (APSFL) suf-
fered no financial loss.

In a twist, former APSFL
Managing Director M. Madhu-
sudhan Reddy — the official
who initially lodged the com-
plaint with the CID — has now
informed the court that he has
no objection to closing the case
and concurs with the CID’s
clean chit to Naidu.

Reacting to these develop-

ments, Gowtham Reddy filed a
petition seeking to intervene
before any closure order is is-
sued. In his petition, Gowtham
Reddy stated that he had earlier
written to Managing Director
Madhusudhan, flagging alleged
irregularities and urging a de-
tailed inquiry.

Seeking protection, he asked
the court to allow him to
present his arguments before
any decision is taken.

The matter is likely to come
up for hearing in the ACB Court
on Friday.

KIDNEY

Partha Sarathi, key accused in Madanapalle Global
Hospital kidney racket, surrendered in court and was

RACKET remanded to 15-day judicial custody. Police inspected

the hospital, seizing equipment under DSP S Mahindra

Roadside bund inundated due to heavy rains in Nellore district | express

Nellore, Tirupati &
Kadapa dists reel
under heavy rain

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Nellore

HEAVY to moderate rain trig-
gered by Cyclone Ditwah con-
tinued to lash Nellore, Tirupati
and Kadapa districts on
Wednesday and Thursday,
flooding low-lying areas, dis-
rupting road connectivity and
causing streams and reservoirs
to overflow.

Nellore city and rural man-
dals witnessed relentless over-
night rain that inundated
neighbourhoods. Overflowing
tanks sent water onto the Na-
tional Highway, slowing traffic.
Suburban areas were ma-
rooned, and key routes resem-
bled swollen streams. Parts of
the Chennai-Kolkata and Nel-
lore-Mumbai national high-
ways faced flood threats, with
water crossing the road at four
locations between Nellore and
Tada. Hundreds of vehicles
were stranded for kilometres
on NH-16, hitting movement to-
ward Chennai and Tirupati.

Drains overflowed across
Nellore, turning roads into ca-
nals. Underpasses at Vijayama-
hal Gate, Ramalingapuram and
Magunta Layout were sub-
merged, halting traffic.

Floodwater entered homes in
Perareddypalli and BC Colony.
The Pinneeru stream over-
flowed on the Saidapuram-Po-

dalakur causeway, cutting off
traffic since Wednesday night.

Several Nellore mandals re-
corded heavy rainfall, leading
to waterlogging and widespread
disruptions. The district aver-
age stood at 1.82 cm.

Officials said overflow from
tanks, streams and drains
slowed traffic across urban and
semi-urban areas. Revenue, ir-
rigation and disaster manage-
ment teams remained on high
alert, with more rain forecast
in the next 24 hours.

Nellore District Collector
Himanshu Shukla inspected
the reservoir, which held 59.5
TMC on Thursday. He said spill-
way gates may be opened if the
level reaches 61 TMC.

Nellore RDO Anusha was di-
rected to ensure revenue staff
remain available in Kandaleru-
side villages and provide relief.
Sarvepalli MLA Somireddy
Chandramohan Reddy advised
residents along river belts to
stay alert. Kandaleru inflows
rose sharply from 6,000 cusecs
at 6 am to 28,000 cusecs by 11
am. Kadapa recorded moderate
rain for four consecutive days.
Cold winds swept across the re-
gion, and overflowing forest
streams filled Gangala Cheru-
vu in Vontimitta, Chalamarred-
dy Cheruvu in Mantapampalle
and tanks in Chinakottapalli.

GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH
FPolice Department I

Tender Notice No. 378/M3,2022-25,

Dt.03.12.2025.

CHANGE OF SURNAME

Palambkola Changala Rayudu (Oid
Mame} Sic Palemkots Awvalalah, Rio. 4-
A5, WVES Girana Colony, Wenkatareddy
Pali, ALY Kodur, Annamayya Dist., AP.-

AP Patics is inviting tender (Tender 10 No 871455) for supply of Blue Peak Cap under e

I changed my 3Sumama &0

_ape-Procurement Tender Notica™
Tenders are invived from APEPDCL for supply of 115V & 33kV Metering €75 of vanous ratios
through ape-Procursment. For further details plaase visit wew, apeprocuremant.gowin,

GeM Tender Notice"

Government of India, Department of Space
ISRO Propulsion Complex (IPRC)

CORRIGENDUM

Mahendragiri P.O., Tirunelveli District, Tamil Nadu- 627 133, India
Telephone; 04637-281803/4061/1672; Fax: 04637-281681

Dated : 04.12.2025

Annual Rate Contract ECV-Rs.25.00 [akh. The tender details available on the website:
hitps-Mender apaprocurement.govin. Pre-Bid Mesting: 11-12-2025 at 1200 P&,
Pre-Qualification Bid : 19-12-2025 at 11.004M,

Sd/- Inspector General of Police (Provisioning & Logistics)
DIPR Mo 18273/ CLADVT/1/1/2021-22, Dt: D4S1272025

In conlinuation of the e-MNIT notifications published, the sale period for the below-mentionad works |3 extended up 1o

PALEMMOTA CHENGAL RAYUDU
15-12-2025,

(NEW HNAME} S/o PALEMKOTA
AVULALAH. Hencelforh | will be known
25 PALEMEKOTA CHEWGAL RAYLUDL
(Maw Nama].

ferdess are invlied from APEPDCL for supply of 315KVA & 500 &Va DTAs Trough GeM
Portal For furthar detads please visl hifps //'gem.gov.in/ q

I, 'Horzontal estension of PET CTR. bullding for Instrumentation Siore room at IPRC, Mahendragin' (Mo,
IPRCICMGETDNe- 117 CPH-5202025-26 dated. 23.09. 2025} (Eastimated cost: T 12,24 Lakhs)

2, "Conmstruction of ladies & gents iollel for MET Faclity at IPRC, Mahendragirl (Civil & PH works)' (Mo,
IPRCICME TN 1 26/MICPH-58/2025-26 dated 07 10 2025} (Esfimated cost- 1177 Lakhs)

Far efigiblity cnteria and other detalls, iInterestad fenderers may please refer to the detailled bilingual (Hindi-Englizh)

Ph; 0891-F582302 303 Siy-
Email; com_pmmE-apeasiempowencom  asq.q»)  Chiel Gensral Manager /PAMM

4 ; & d0%aR El,éqﬁa?aua’li gl a0 ﬁéﬂgﬁu, N0RB0,
8

magaapaid 0 el -S3I0028.
a-grsr baotl Bokth 50N (25 Dengih)
SVLNSD-TMPLOCS//2025-JA(F2)-SVLNSDVSP, DL01.12.2025

£ Pl pb S5feadn Holt |Bietiine Sur08 INARRo S HEES 8 Ty MITE
s L8 dodiehd Todtindd Bogor ToichE i 380101, 2036 ol 85,31 122026
s mpeera Dol (28 Deotd) e BolE Beolatlabidd S-Botlh Tulmd TS

", . A T -:'I' s . . “
H'H'].E'U’EET'*T. M?JEEEIH I-JL-l:i.- IJLEJHWWB\. TE':'Ill_ ‘"EI rﬂ#ﬁ. Tﬁéﬂﬁ"m‘m

ANDHRA PRADESH MEDICAL SERVICES &
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT CORPDRATION
Piot M09, Survey No.49, IT Park, Mangalagini-522 503, Guntur District,
Amaravathi Regeon, Andhra Pradesh.email: ce.aphmbidc@email.com

Tender Notice Mo 8/APMSIDCTechnical/2025-26,

Dated.04.12,02025
Tenders are invifed through e-procurement platform for Chal works: 1) Consfruchion of
an-gdditional buikding for the expansion of the exsting haspital, including construction
of & new mortuary boilding hock at CHC Kaklyanadurgam in Anantpuramu District (2nd
Call). Vatue of work: Rs.414.30 Lakhs. 2) Construction of 30 Bedded CHC Building in the
premases of PHC Yelpur, Tanuku (81, Weast Godavan Destrict 02 nd Call), Value of wirks
Rs, 40545 Lakhs. The athar detaifs can be seen 3t the wedsite hitps:fapmsidc ap.inc.in
Sd/- MANAGING DIRECTOR
DIPR No 4634PP/CL/ADVT/ 1/ 1/2021-22, D041 272025

TENDER NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

MNotice Inwiting Tenders (NIT) on the website hitpsaww.isro govin/Tenders. html and tender free view &t

'l.{'l_::u e Chittoor

rﬂ | Branch Office: ICIC] Bonk Lid 40-1-127. 108 ond 1 29 RIBG, 4th Fioos !-.-lmn':-\
.'G'Cf mnk Chombers , M.G Rood, Vijoyowada - 520010

Branch Dffice: ICIC) Bonk Lid, 4710, Mythres Tower, Barramanholil Mg
'C'c’ Baﬂk kol Rood Bangolore- 560068

Tha fallowing borrowaer(s) has'hove defoulted in the repayment of principal and Interest towaords the Loan
facility(les) avalled from ICICI Bank, The Loanis) has/hawve heen clozsified a2 Man Feriorming Asced|s) (MFA)
A Mobioe was lsued to them under Section 13(2) of the Securtsation and Re-construction of Financial Assets ond
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, ot their lost known oddresses. However, it hos not been served ond ore
thierefore baing natified by vy of this Public Motice.

Sr. | Nome of the Boower! Co- | Diescription of Secured | Dot of Motice sent/ | NPA

TETRUOO007083037/ | Thottombedu Mandal, in Thottambedu Survey Group,
12 Sathram Sathrom
Chittoor Chittoor

Chittoor- 517588

21.96,3593.00/-
Thattombedu Villoge Form. Survey Mao: 62 Ac 054
Cants Survey Mo, G2 B Ac .54 Cents Total is Ac 1.08
Cents Plots, Im Plot No.21 Yocont Lond and Its
Boundaries: East: Plot MNol8 & 19 South: Land Of Shelk
Imam Saheb Westplot Ma: 22 Morth:30 Feet Wide
Rood Between These Megsurements Detoils:- Eost
West 30 Feet or 8,14 Meters North South: 67 ¥ Feet or
20.57 Meters Total 2025 Sgfeet or 225 Sgyds or 1B8.1
Sgmits Vocant Lond Only This Property is in
Thattombedu Villoge Panchoyat Area

These steps ore being token for substituied service of Notlce. The above bormower's ondior guorontor’s [(os
applicabic) ifere odvigod to make the 1:||.J|!'.1‘||I1|J|h|:_| ;!u:i:,':m.'nl within Bl ooy fiam the dote of pul!:-lq'.lun-u thsg
Motice. Else, further steps will be token as per the provisions of the Securitisation ond Re-construction of
Firmne el Assets and Enforcemant of Security Interest Act, 20032,
Date: December 05, 2025

Sincerely Authorised Offices
Fesr BCIC Blaanke LA

Monica Shirly odmeasuring 46,437 5. outof |
Veronico | Co- e Sq s, 12:00 Moon| 1130 AM

total lond of B88.88 S5q. Yds, in the

E-tender is re-invited for the supply of following item. Eﬂﬁ.:fr&& bt cxenple * Y Ckbisnehoka
(1) 81057 - Purchase of Fully Built Aerial Lifts of 9.5 Mtrs of LBKNOODOOB03IAE8E] ge et & ot ;E’;a:"g:ﬂn?j}l Breaking the Mould \MMASPEA VOICES
comprehensive AMC for 3 Years. M};n_{iml Caibosion Kl | j ASPEAK 1
Note: For more details, log on to g;”.ﬁ';‘u?ﬁ“nﬁr{ﬁ“b‘ﬂ? mgi Accept Ligvint: Faitanall
W"l':'h‘.'-lll':‘ h“pfﬁ”mahatﬂndﬂmﬂﬂ‘hln Sk'y Marthe 6.6 Fr Wide Corriclor | Eunwthi ng '-_ ,-‘I,|1|_'||j1 i '||,'|_|11||:';||g|1r|||]|_
PRO/AAM(M)/83/2025 GENERAL MANAGER The online ouction will be conducted on the website (hitps-ifossets motexouctions.com) of our auction as God's I .
ogency Motex Technologies. The Mortgogors/ Moticees are given o last chance to poy the totol dues with Gift J Dinesh Singh
i further interest by December 24, 2025 Before 0500 PM eise the secured osset{s) will be sold os per schedule
= DEP ]EE“EHIEMEF';L DE A'H!,PEEDA' PHEA?ESH ATION The prospective bidder(s] must submit the Eormest Moneoy Deposit (EMD) Demond Croft (DD) [Refer e — Ruvl Shankar
— E A‘R M ”T[I IH M T"] Fu I" EHEL [I S Calumn E) at ICIC] Bank Lid., 40-1-127, 178 and 179 RIBG, 4th Floor, Muroll chambers | W G Bood
Wilayawado- 520010 on or before December 24, 2025 before 0500 PM Thereafter, they have to submit thelr
SHORT TENDER NOTICE
fier through the website mentioned obove on or before December 24, 2025 before 0500 P along with the
Tender Notice No.2222/Exh/2025 Dated: 04.12.2025 " : Sleeping Like
P . i s e scanned imoge of the Bonk acknowledged DD towords proof of poyment of EMD. In case the
Sealpd tenders are invited for the following works in connection with Republic Day prospective bidder(s) is/ ore unoble to submit his/ her/ their offer through the website, then the a Soldier

Calebrations -2026 On the thema “The Scenic beauty of Borra caves and the
Aroma of Aruku valley” to be held at New Dethi. The tender forms will be issued
wpto 1.00 PM. on 08-12-2025 and Pre- bed meeting at 4.30 PM. on 5172 2025 and
Receiving tenders upto 5.00 PM on 08-12-205. The prezentation of 30 Madal
and Music is at 2.00 PM on 09-12-2025 and the qualified 30 model tenders will
be apened on the same day at 3.00 PM. The tenders should be submitted all the
works i.e., 1. Fabrication of 30 Model. 2. Composition of theme Music
3. Fabrication of Tableau 4. Supply of live models separately in the same bid

Sd/- DIRECTOR

DIPR Ko.18279/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22, Dt.0412/2025

E.EE'III'I" Eurnoal

'_.I|._|:||_'H Copy of tender documents may be submitted at ICICI Bank Ltd., 40-1-127, 128 ond 129 RIBG, 4th
Flodr, Murall chambers , M. G. Rood, Vijoyowodo- 520010 on ar bafore December 24, 2025 bafore 05:00 P
Earmest Money Deposit DODYPO should be from o Nationalised! Scheduled Bank in favour of "TCICI
Bank Limited” payoble ot Vipoyawaoda

For any further clorifications In terms of inspection, Terms ond Conditions of the E-Auction of submisison of
tenders, comtoct ICIC] Bank Employee Phone Mo, BO0AS99536 /93267 13629

Please note that Morketing ogencies 1. Motox Technologies. 2. Condekho howe olso been engoged for
facilitating tho sole of this property

The Authorised Officer reserves the nght to reject omy of all the bids without furmishing ony further reasons

For detoiled Terms ond Conditions of the sale, pleass vl wiww icicibonk comndpds

Date : December 08, 2035

bAithoriped CHfSoer
FLIC T Honk ‘..Ir'.FI1I.'-:!_.J
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St H0.00, 12,2025 &Sbe .. 000 Sob 36,1212, 2025 Srdicige fo.8.000| [ [Ne| Bomowen Suaroniod fLoan aniichertvinkeet oy pote of e | o ™
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5% 555 feibines Sobofi - Fergiebol Biingn F16 Wine ADSDRCURMANL.Q0Y. I 1 [R Lokesh/ Schedule of The Property Andhra Pradesh Stote, 29102025 |[28.09 _ b ' | NI ) "\ \
(or} hitps:[ftender.apeprocurement gov.in foth Jrdriolh =il Sbieth 0 de. LATRUODOO7087712/ | Tirupathl District, Thottambedu Sub Division, Rz, 2025 ; L
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- REVIEW
", TAMIL NADU GREEN ENERGY CORPORATION LIMITED .
ulf - o p WBLIC NOTICE- ] CUM E-ALUCTIC UR SALE OF SECUHED ASSET
TNGLCL Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process) S r -lU | |I P FOR SALE OF SECURED ASS PRIMITIVE WAR
L TG o i B |
m Tender Invith f'\ll_lfl..! ol & l_||l.I e irmm _I'\..ll.||:_'.|-' Qusels -ﬂ A SElf.
Specification Authority Nane of the Work E-Auction Sake Mothoe for the sole of immovable osset(s) under the Securntisotion ond Reconstruc tion of Financhl i SErinUS'
Ne. Assety and Enforcerment of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviao to Rule B (8] of the Sscurity Interest stﬂﬂ'ﬂ lﬂf
“Selection of Developers for sefing up of 20 MWp of grid ([Enforceament | Rules, 20032
0. No Connected Fhﬂl]p Splar PV mm on Gavemnment THes notica |9 hl'l’rh"l g to the public In t_;r-nrrnl and b particular to the Bormmower{s) ond Guorontor{s) that the WK‘E cuchés
CE/NCES |Bui al diflerent locations in Tamilnadu under balow describad Immovable proparty morigaged! chorged to the Secured Creditor, the physicol posdaision ol
Idings
12/2025-26 RESCO Model in Met Feed-in Mechanism through Tariff which has been token by the Authorised Officer of ICIC] Bonk Limited will be sobd on A% b whens °, AL 8 whal '
based Competitive Bidding” onel "W hotever therne (" as per the brief porticulars ghven hereunder ﬁ, Pnﬂt
Eor details of works ¢ Procursrent 7 Dus deabe of suhml"srunDEl::uu;ln- ww.'lnn 5r, Mame of Details of the Amount Fle-f.er'r-e' Dote ond | Dote &
ard dewnloading of E-Tandars plaase visd websilos o www.lenders.in.gov.in & Mo -Bu”nw”rhl"l I Secured osset(s) Ouetstzming |_Price | Time of Time of BEtUI'EEI'I
4| : F go Co-Barrmawers with known Earmmest| Py operty | E-Auction cwlumi
O e, DIPR/G489 Tender/2025 Guararnitors/ , MONeY | insnction | ons
| Loan Account No. | ong '-'"""-‘”'F_""Fl“h if any 1 _ |Depostt] nspection . -
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Water Resources Minister Nimmala Ramanaidu inspects Gap-1 and Gap-2 works of
the Polavaram Project during his field visit on Thursday | express

Polavaram Project will
be completed ahead of
schedule, says Nimmala

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

THE State government has an-
nounced plans to complete the
Polavaram irrigation project
ahead of schedule, coinciding
with the upcoming Godavari
Pushkarams in 2027.

Water Resources Minister
Nimmala Ramanaidu, who in-
spected the project works on
Thursday, directed officials and
engineersto accelerate progress
so that the project can be dedi-
cated to the nation

Providing updates, the min-
ister revealed that 950 metres
of the diaphragm wall have
been constructed, marking 75
per cent completion. He noted
that overall project progress
now stands at 88 per cent — 72
per cent achieved during the
2014-2019 Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) government, and an ad-
ditional 12 per cent completed
in the past 17 months under the
current coalition. He contrast-
ed this with the previous ad-
ministration, claiming only 2

per cent progress

before the originally *Hydel projtoo Wwas made in five

set deadline of De- will beready’ years.

cember 2027. . Ramanaidu high-
During a review Ramana|du lighted that right ca-

meeting held at the Confirmedthatthe 01 . onhectivity

project site, the min- hydel power works are 82 per cent

ister emphasised
Chief Minister N
Chandrababu
Naidu’s instructions

project linked to
Polavaram will also
be completed
simultaneously. He

complete, while left
canal connectivity
has reached 62 per-
cent. He credited the

to ensure completion ?c?scprc(iess’fdth coalition govern-
by the time of thesa- 8@ Ian'fra(l) ®  ment for ensuring

cred Pushkarams
festival. He urged en-
gineering experts,
construction agen-
cies, and officials to
work with renewed
vigour to achieve
this historic
milestone.

Prior to the meeting, Rama-
naidu personally inspected key
works including rock filling at
Gap-1 of the main dam, dia-
phragm wall construction at
Gap-2, and complex lining
works in the twin tunnels of
the right canal. Expressing sat-
isfaction with the pace of
progress, he congratulated the
teams and motivated them to
aim for early completion, stat-
ing that finishing before Push-
karalu would be a ‘historic
achievement.’

Naidu violating
bail terms, says
YSRCP chiet

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

FORMER chief minister and
YSRCP president YS Jagan Mo-
han Reddy on Thursday ac-
cused Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu of violating his
bail conditions in the 2023 lig-
uor scam case and of allegedly
coercing officials to withdraw
cases. Addressing the media at
the YSRCP central office in Ta-
depalli, Jagan said the party
would pursue appropriate legal
action.

He launched a broad attack
on the TDP-led NDA govern-
ment, alleging failures in agri-
culture, education, and health-
care, and accusing it of
“misusing the police to target
political opponents” while
dragging religion, including
the Tirumala Lord
Venkateswara Swamy temple,
into politics.

He said Naidu had earlier
faced a CID case over alleged ir-
regularities in liquor licensing,
which reportedly caused an an-
nual loss of more than 1,300
crore to the exchequer.

government, PM
Modi, Chief Minister
Chandrababu
Naidu, and Deputy
Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan for
their support

uninterrupted
progress even dur-
ing monsoon season,
including comple-
tion of the buttress
dam. He added that
despite damage to
the diaphragm wall
during the previous
regime, reconstruction is un-
derway at a cost of 900 crore
and will be finished by Febru-
ary 2026.

The minister also pointed out
that rehabilitation efforts have
advanced significantly, with
Z2,000 crore disbursed to dis-
placed families within a single
year. He announced that the left
main canal works, costing 600
crore, will be completed to car-
ry Godavari waters to Anaka-
palli by the 2026 irrigation
season.
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-~ CM Naidu puts Amaravati works in fast lane

AEE IN

ACB officials arrested an Assistant Executive Eengineer
(AEE) in the electricity department on Thursday while he

ACB TRAP accepted a Rs 25,000 bribe. A case was registered, a trap

laid, and searches conducted at his office and home

CRDA meet clears key projects including Guv’ residence & AP Judicial Academy complexes, and land pooling plans

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

CHIEF Minister N Chandraba-
bu Naidu has reaffirmed his vi-
sion of Amaravati as a ‘creative
city’, directing officials to en-
sure that every building in the
capital reflects distinctive de-
sign and environmental
harmony.

Chairing the 55th meeting of
the Capital Region Develop-
ment Authority (CRDA) at the
Secretariat, he emphasised
speed and uncompromising
quality in construction, urging
completion of projects ahead
of schedule.

The CRDA approved several
major proposals during the
meeting. These include con-
struction of the Governor’s
residence complex, Lok Bha-
van, at a cost of %169 crore, and

Durgesh calls
for promotion
of Telugu films
on world stage

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

CINEMATOGRAPHY Minister
Kandula Durgesh has called for
greater promotion of Telugu
cinema at international film
festivals, urging the Film De-
velopment Corporation (FDC)
to take proactive steps in show-
casing the State’s cultural and
cinematic achievements.

On Thursday, FDC Managing
Director K.S. Viswanathan met
the Minister at the Velagapudi
Secretariat and presented the
first prize won by Andhra
Pradesh’s state float at the In-
ternational Film Festival of In-
dia (IFFT) in Goa, held from No-
vember 20 to 28. The float,
themed “Heartbeat of Indian
Cinema”, featured 20 live per-
formers and was introduced for
the first time by FDC, earning
wide acclaim.

During the meeting, discus-
sions focused on strengthening
the film, television, and theatre
sectors in Andhra Pradesh.
Minister Durgesh emphasized
the need to revive and institu-
tionalize cultural programs
such as the Nandi Awards and
Nandi Natakotsavams, suggest-
ing they be organized
annually.

He also proposed that the
prestigious Kandukuri Awards
be presented every year on
April 16.

the Andhra Pradesh Judicial
Academy at %165 crore.

The Authority also sanc-
tioned acceptance of a 7,380
crore loan from NABARD to
fund infrastructure projects in
Amaravati. Additionally, ten-
ders worth %532 crore were
cleared to connect the Seed Ac-
cess Road with National High-
way 16, while the 2024-25 an-
nual statistical reports were
formally approvfed.

Municipal Administration
Minister Ponguru Narayana
later briefed the media, con-
firming administrative sanc-
tion for judicial and other com-
plexes, with tenders to be
floated shortly.

He announced that 16,666
acres will be pooled for projects
such as the International
Sports City, Inner Ring Road,
and railway track. Farmers in

|

v

| K7 2%
the capital region have ex-
pressed willingness to contrib-
ute land, and the government
has assured them of a 10-year
benefit package, similar to ear-

lier arrangements.

Officials reported that 85 con-

struction works are currently
underway, including govern-

ment offices, residences for
ministers, judges, civil serv-
ants, and employees, as well as
roads, electricity, water supply,
and layouts.

Narayana highlighted that 15
Anganwadi centers, schools,
and primary health buildings
are already complete and will
be inaugurated by the end of
December. Housing complexes
for officials are targeted for
completion by March.

Infrastructure expansion is
progressing rapidly. The Seed
Access Road will first be linked
to Mangalagiri Road by Janu-
ary-end, followed by extension
to NH-16. Plans also include
widening the Karakatta Road
into four lanes, with steel bridg-
es and flyovers where neces-
sary. CRDA has already brought
1,500 km of LPS roads into use,
strengthening connectivity

across the capital region.

Beyond infrastructure, Chief
Minister Naidu directed CRDA
to undertake beautification
works and announced plans to
erect a grand statue of N.T.
Rama Rao at Neerukonda. He
described the project as a sym-
bol of Telugu pride, drawing
inspiration from national and
international monuments.

The statue will incorporate
elements of Telugu culture, tra-
ditions, and the lives of iconic
figures such as Alluri Sitarama
Raju and Potti Sriramulu, mak-
ing it a historic and inspira-
tional landmark built with the
participation of all Telugu
people.

The meeting was attended by
Minister P. Narayana, Chief
Secretary K. Vijayanand, sen-
ior CRDA and ADC officials,
and other dignitaries.

Dy CM launches 77 DDOs across State

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chittoor

AP Deputy Chief Minister Pa-
wan Kalyan inaugurated 77 Di-
visional Development Offices
(DDOs) across the State on
Thursday, marking a major
step toward strengthening ru-
ral governance and the Pancha-
yati Raj system.

The offices were launched
virtually from Chittoor, in line
with Government Orders (GO)
Nos. 57 and 58.

Speaking on the occasion, Pa-
wan Kalyan emphasised that
with 70 per cent of the State’s
population living in villages,
the government’s priority is to
deliver welfare and develop-
ment services quickly, trans-
parently, and efficiently to ru-
ral citizens. He described the
DDOs as vital bridges between
the government and the people,
ensuring that administration
becomes simpler and activities
at the grassroots level are car-
ried out more swiftly.

The Deputy Chief Minister
hailed the simultaneous open-
ing of 77 offices as a ‘positive
sign’ for governance. He noted
that these institutions will not
only strengthen the Panchayati
Raj system but also introduce
reforms that align with the
principles of Mahatma Gandhi,
who envisioned villages as the
backbone of the nation.

Pawan Kalyan stated that
with inspiration from the 73rd
Constitutional Amendment,
several administrative reforms
have been introduced in the
Panchayat Raj and Rural Devel-

Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan goes around a photo exhibition after inaugurating the
Divisional Development Office in Chittoor on Thursday | express

opment departments. He said
the establishment of Divisional
Development Offices will help
strengthen decentralised gov-
ernance and enable faster mon-
itoring of government develop-
ment and welfare programmes
at the field level.

Pawan Kalyan highlighted
that the government has reor-
ganised rural administrative
systems by abolishing 7,244
clusters and converting 13,350
village panchayats into inde-
pendent self-governing units.
Each panchayat will now have
a dedicated Panchayat Secre-
tary, and villages with over
10,000 population will get a
gazetted Panchayat Develop-
ment Officer.

Deputy Chief Minister Pa-
wan Kalyan said his father’s
journey inspired him to ensure
transparency and justice in
government employee promo-

tions. Speaking during his visit
to Chittoor district on Thurs-
day, he recalled that his father
worked in the Excise Depart-
ment and rose from constable
to Assistant Commissioner af-
ter many years of service.
Pawan Kalyan said that after
taking charge of the Panchayat
Raj and Rural Development De-
partment, he realised that sev-
eral employees had not received
promotions for decades.

He added that nearly 10,000
employees received long-pend-
ing promotions through struc-
tural changes made in the de-
partment. Issues related to
seniority and stagnation espe-
cially among officials appoint-
ed through Group-1 services
have finally been resolved, he
said.

Earlier, Pawan Kalyan ar-
rived at Renigunta Airport as
part of his Chittoor tour.

Pawan stresses
coalition unity
for long-term
development

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chittoor

DEPUTY Chief Minister and
JSP president Konidela Pawan
Kalyan on Thursday said unity
among NDA coalition leaders is
essential to restore governance
and ensure long-term develop-
ment in the State.

Pawan held a meeting with
leaders of the JSP, TDP and
BJP after inaugurating the
newly established Divisional
Development Office at Reddi-
gunta in Chittoor.

Speaking on the occasion, he
said, “Though the three coali-
tion parties have different ide-
ologies, we all came together
with one common goal to build
a better state and stop lawless-
ness.” He said minor communi-
cation gaps or misunderstand-
ings among leaders are normal
and can be resolved through
discussions.

The Chief Minister said the
NDA government is working to
rebuild the administration,
which he said had collapsed un-
der the previous regime. “If we
work with the same unity for
the next 15 years, Andhra
Pradesh will witness sustaina-
ble development,” he said.

15 HELD SO FAR IN PENCHALAIAH MURDER CASE: NELLORE SP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Nelore

NELLORE district Superin-
tendent of Police Dr Ajitha Ve-
jendla on Thursday said that 15
accused have been arrested so
far in connection with the mur-
der of social activist K Pencha-
laiah, while searches are con-
tinuing for three more suspects.
She assured that strict legal ac-
tion would be taken against all
those involved and reiterated
that police remain committed
to maintaining peace and safe-
ty across the district.
Addressing the media at the
district police office in Nellore
city, Dr Ajitha said the investi-

gation had uncovered a long
history of criminal activity
linked to Arava Kamakshi and
her family, who have been at
the centre of illegal operations
in Kallurupalli Housing Board
Colony. Kamakshi has several
cases registered at Nawabpet
and Nellore Rural police sta-
tions, including cases under
the NDPS Act and a previous
murder case. She is also listed
under the suspect sheet at Na-
wabpet Police Station.
Explaining the family back-
ground, the SP said Kamakshi’s
parents migrated from Jabalpur
around 35 years ago and settled
in Bodigadi Thota, where her

mother Shanti was involved in
the ganja trade. Although the
family later moved to Kallu-
rupalli Housing Board Colony
after being allotted a house site
by the district administra-
tion, they allegedly con-
tinued illegal business.
While Kamakshi also
collected funds for ren-
ovating the Mutyalam-
ma temple—completing
about 70% of the work—
residents remained strong-
ly opposed to the criminal
activities.

Three months ago, a colony
committee was formed under
the leadership of Penchalaiah,

a Nellore district Prajanatya
Mandali member, to resist the
illegal operations. The commit-
tee conducted awareness drives
and mobilised support to curb
the family’s influence. Ten-
sions escalated on No-
vember 19, 2025 during
the temple inaugura-
tion, when Kamakshi
and associate Pala-
keerthi Ravi tried to
pressure the committee
for membership but were re-
fused unless they abandoned
illegal trade. Matters worsened
on November 27, when Kamak-
shi’s brother Arava James en-
tered the colony with his girl-

Launch 75 MSMEs before WEF meet, orders CM

Continued from page 1

Earlier disruptions had dam-
aged investor confidence. “We
have rebuilt AP’s image, which
is why the recent summit re-
ceived such a tremendous re-
sponse,” he said.

Naidu mentioned that within
just 20 days after the Partner-
ship Summit, agreements
worth %7.69 lakh crore have al-
ready moved to implementa-
tion stage. Land allotment for
the projects has begun. “We
should lay the foundation
stones for 75 MSME parks in
the State before the upcoming
World Economic Forum Sum-
mit in Davos. The Chief Secre-
tary should review MoUs
grounding every week. District
Collectors should also monitor

progress. Prepare a policy for
grounding industries, and
place it before the Cabinet. A
monitoring mechanism should
include the Chief Minister,
Cabinet Sub-Committee, Chief
Secretary, ministers, and sen-
ior officials. Land acquisi-
tion should be smooth,
and both those giving
land, and those receiv-

ing it should be satis-
fied,” he said.

He further directed
the establishment of a
Logistics University, Civil
Aviation University, and Green
Energy University. An advisory
body for Quantum Valley will
handle mentoring, monitoring,
and venture capital, while the
Ratan Tata Innovation Hub will
mentor startups.

a0
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He also proposed that six tow-
ers of Quantum Valley be stra-
tegically allocated, with two
dedicated to quantum algo-
rithms, two to artificial intelli-
gence, and the remaining two
to other emerging technologies,

ensuring a balanced focus
on innovation and re-
search. He further in-
structed that AI basics

be taught from class 7

onwards, with a team

formed in collaboration
with Microsoft and
Google.

The Chief Minister empha-
sised the creation of a holistic
ecosystem for industries, and
emerging technologies to thrive
within the State, with a focus
on end-to-end solutions. He
highlighted that technologies

and their use cases must reach
every household, ensuring that
innovation translates into tan-
gible benefits for citizens across
Andhra Pradesh.

The CM also highlighted the
need to promote tourism in a
big way. He directed officials to
attract national and interna-
tional organisations to the hos-
pitality sector. Fifty acres have
been allotted in Visakhapat-
nam’s Kapuluppada for hotels,
and convention centres, and a
master plan will be prepared
soon. I

The Chief Minister said pub-
lic sector companies should in-
vest across sectors, similar to
sovereign funds in the UAE and
Dubai. He ordered the creation
of a ¥500 crore sovereign fund
for Andhra Pradesh.

friend, violatingthe committee’s
restrictions. When confronted
by Penchalaiah, James was
slapped, which reportedly
prompted the family to plot
revenge.

According to the SP, the fam-
ily conspired with associates to
eliminate Penchalaiah, whom
they viewed as a threat to their
dominance. On November 28,
James and his accomplices in-
tercepted Penchalaiah as he re-
turned home on a scooter with
his children, rammed his vehi-
cle, and brutally attacked him
after he fell.

The SP also identified anoth-
er suspect, Samudrala David of

Allimadugu Sangam, who faces
11 cases at Bitragunta Police
Station.

Meanwhile, Dr Ajitha an-
nounced a special operation to
crack down on fraud gangs in-
volved in fake gold, counterfeit
currency, and trap-based scams.
She explained that the gangs
use elaborate methods involv-
ing agents, staged police raids,
and confidence-building tactics
to cheat victims. She said strict
instructions had been issued to
Law & Order and CCS wings to
act firmly against such net-
works, and she urged the public
to remain alert and report sus-
picious activities immediately:

Balaji railway div sought
hq

with Tirupati as its

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

CIVIL Aviation Minister K
Ram Mohan Naidu, along with
TDPP Leader Lavu Srikrishna
Devarayalu, several MPs, and
members of the Balaji Railway
Division Sadhana Samithi,
have met Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw and urged
him to establish the proposed
Balaji Railway Division with
Tirupati as its headquarters.
In a representation submit-
ted to the Railway Minister in
New Delhi on Thursday, the
TDP MPs and Samithi mem-
bers noted that the Tirupati
Railway Station, which earns

nearly %250 crore annually, is
the third highest revenue-gen-
erating station in the South
Coast Railway Zone and among
the top earners in Indian Rail-
ways. Despite this, they said,
Tirupati continues to face seri-
ous administrative and opera-
tional constraints due to its ex-
isting jurisdictional
alignment.
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TG: Prevent AP from taking up
Nallamalasagar Link Project

ENC says diversion of Godavari water will hit rights and interests of T'gana

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Hyderabad

THE Telangana Irrigation Depart-
ment has requested the Godavari
River Management Board (GRMB)
to prevent the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment from taking up any activi-
ty related to diversion of Godavari
water, and ensure that no appraisal
of the Polavaram-Nallamalasagar
Link Project (PNLP) is carried out
in violation of the Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation Act, 2014, and the
Godavari Water Disputes Tribunal
(GWDT) Award.

The proposed diversion of Goda-
vari water by the AP government
will affect the rights and interests
of Telangana, said Engineer-in-
Chief (General) Mohd Amjad Hus-
sain, in his letter to the GRMB.

The ENC stated that the AP gov-
ernment is taking up the Polavar-

GRMB SEEKS INFO
FROM AP ENC

Following Telangana ENC’s letter,
the GRMB, in a communique, has
asked the AP Irrigation ENC to
inform the factual position of the
Polavaram-Nallamalasagar Link
Project within a week

am-Nallamalasagar Link Project,
and has invited tenders for prepara-
tion of a detailed project report, cit-
ing the Central Water Commission
(CWC) guidelines, including requi-
site investigations and other works
for obtaining all necessary statuto-
ry clearances from the Central
organisations.

He recalled that Telangana op-
posed the Polavaram-Banakacherla

Couple smuggles hydro ganja
worth %18.6 cr, held at airport

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Bengaluru

MAHALAKSHMI Layout police
have arrested a couple, who man-
aged to smuggle 18.59 kg of hydro
ganja worth ¥18.60 crore out of high-
security Kempegowda International
Airport (KIA).

The accused have been identified
as Shafiuddin Sheikh, 34, a mechan-
ic, and his wife Sara Simran, 26, a
homemaker, from Kammanahalli.

Preliminary investigations re-
vealed that Sheikh and Simran were
mules, who carried hydro ganja
from Bangkok. They were offered

free travel, accommodation, and ad-
ditional payment to smuggle hydro
ganja. They were sent on a four-day
trip on a tourist visa.

The couple managed to bring in 10
food packets, each containing over
18 kg of hydro ganja worth Rs 18.6
crore, concealed in their
backpacks.

Acting on a tip-off, the police in-
tercepted the couple near Rani Ab-
bakka Playground in Mahalakshmi
Layout on November 30, hours after
they left KIA. They were on their
way to hand over the contraband to
receivers in the city.

Link Project (PBLP), and that the
CWC(C, KRMB, GRMB and Polavaram
Project Authority (PPA) too con-
veyed their objections to PBLP. The
Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC)
of the Centre had also returned the
PBLP proposal.

After cancelling the PBLP tender
notice on October 31, 2025, AP is
now taking up the water diversion
scheme in a new form, changing its
name from PBLP to PNLP and ulti-
mately outfalling into Nallamalasa-
gar (under Veligonda project) in-
stead of Banakacherla regulator by
diversion.

However, as per the bid document,
the pre-feasibility report remains
the same, and the AP government is
moving ahead seeking necessary ap-
provals from various CWC directo-
rates, the ENC informed the
GRMB.

EXPRESS READ

5 arrested for trafficking
Indians to Myanmar

Hyderabad: The Telangana Cyber
Security Bureau (TGCSB) has arrested
five men accused of acting as agents
in a trafficking pipeline that sold
Indian job-seekers to Chinese-run
cybercrime syndicates in Myanmar for
USD 3,000-5,000 each. Those
arrested were identified as Vasam
Govardhan of Warangal, Banothu
Madanlal of Warangal district, Syed
Mohammad Madani alias Max of
Mysuru (Karnataka), Suggana Sudheer
Kumar of Krishna district (Andhra
Pradesh) and Gangala Naveen of
Hyderabad. The arrests followed a
complaint filed on November 22 by
two victims

CHANGE OF SURNAME
I, Thulasi Viswanath [(Old Mame)
SfoLaté Thutasl Chandra Sekhar,

Fio D.MNo:d-4493, Usman Saheb

S ECCECD ﬁ Indian Bank

STRESSED ASSETS MANAGEMENT ERAMCH - CHEMMAI
55, Ethiral Salad, Zonal Dffice Bulkding 11 Floor, Wellington Estate,
Epmone, Chennai - 500 D)E. Telephone : 44 - 2820 3333, 2821 6711

prmail : armb2chemmatflindianbank bank.n

Feta, Ramalayam Street, Nellore,
SPSR Nellore Dist., AP.-524002.
| changed my Surname to
TULASI VISWANATH (New
Name). Henceforth, | shall be
known as TULASI VISWANATH
(New Name) for all purposas.

CHANGE OF SURNAME

|, Palam&ota Sandeep (OiId Mams) Sio
Palemkota Chenpal Rayedu Rio, 4-35
NWE Girijana Colony, Venketareddy Palli
RLY HKodur, Annamayya Dist, AP.-
818100, | changed my Sumame O
PALEMHOTA SANDEEP [NEW NAME)
Sls PALEMKOTA CHENGAL RAYLDU.
Hencaforih | wiil be  known  as
PALEMKOTA SANDEEP{New Mamea).

PUBLIC NOTICE

Thes 15 tooanfarm b tho unmoral public; thal
11 insdlmme, Wo BMenkalesaariu, Pasupula
Yillage, Kunool Mandal and District las
chtained Gift Setflement deed bearing Doc
Pig SBS02004 from her mother, B Venkatamma
and her brother B Ravi Kumar, regarding below
menfioned schedule plot. But, she nst the link
Docwment Mo 24171574 when sha was shifting
housa froem Wittal Magar fo Verkataramana
Cotory. Fior that she hkas miven ooenplaing befors
A1t Towem Polece Staten, Kumnoal on 03-12-2035
fhe el Town B5. has issuad 3 corfificata that we
made all possible efforts, but vain, Now, the
aboys said B, JGFRSREE -and b Son 8RR
wants totake Mortzage loam from SEI, RAGWMACT
KURNDCL. Hence, if anybody has anyobjections,
regarding the below mentioned schedule. plot
and sbove said link document; please iform
{o-the below mentioned address or Cell Number

14 Vi ft. or4. 422 mis, East to'West (Southern sida)

APPENDIX IW-A [Sea Proviso to rule 8(6)]

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Motice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction

of Financlal &ssets and Enforcament of Securlty Interest Act 2002 read with provise te Rule B(B)

of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,

Modice 5 hereby given o the public in gensral and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantar(s) thal the
below described immovabla property mortgegedicharged to the Secured Cradilor, the Symbolic possession of
which fias baen laken by the Authorsed Oificer ol Indian Bank, Jawahar Magar Branch (mow Iransferred (o S8
Branch, Chennai) Secured Creditor, will be sold on *As s where 8", "As is what 5" and "Whatewer there [s"
on OF 09.2026, for & todal recovery of Re T, 20,03.452. 12 (Rupess Seven crores bwenty lakhs three
thousand four hundred fifty two and paise twelve only) (M's. LV Solar Solutions - Rs 640,20 205 35 &
BA's, Acua Graen Halels & Resorls - s 79 73 246,77 (a% on 20.11.2025) with further interest From 30, 11 2025
and costa, other charges and expenses thereon, due fo the Indian Bank. Jawahar Magar Branch {now
fransforred (o SAM Branch, Channai), Sedurad Craditor froem

(1) Ws. L V Sclar Solutions (Berrower -
Partnership Firm}, 5254, Surapat Main Road, Mear Godson Public Schaool, Puthagaram, Chennal - 600 088,
{2} Mr, P, Sathish Kumar, (PartnerMorgagor of Mis. L V¥ Solar Selutions and M5, Aqua Grean Hotels &
Rasoris), Sio Parutheeswaran, Plot No 18, Door No 3, || Strest, Secrataniat Colony, Lakshmipuram, Halathur,
Chennas - GO0 099, (3] Mr, P. Kishore Kumar, [Partnec/Mortgagor/Guarantor of Mis, L V Solar Salutions),
Sfo P. Mohan Rao, 52/4, Surapst Main Road, Mear Godson Public School, Puthagaram, Channal - 600 005,
(4 M5, Agua Green Hotels & Resorts, (Borrower), No4ZTE, Ambatler Puzhal Road, Suraget, CGhaennai -
G600 065, (5) Mrs. 5. Devl Kamakshl, (Proprietriz of Mis. Agua Green Hotels & Resords and Mortgagor!
Guarantor for Mis, L WV Solar Solutions), VWo P Sathish Kumar, Plot Mo 18, Door Mo, 3, D Sieeet, Secnatarial
Colony, Lakshmipuaram, Kolathur, Chenal - 500 099, (8) Mra. Aruna Kumarl, (GuarantorMorgagor of Mis. LV
Solar Solutions), Wio P. Kishore Kumar, Door 13-7-304, Koragunda, Tinapati- 317 801

The specific details of the property intended to be brought to
sade ihrough e-auction mode are enumerated Helow
Property Mo.1 - Scheduls A : All that piece and parcel of residential building situated at Chitboor Dastrict, S
Ealaji Hﬂ:gl&:lrul_l:}lrl Cristricd, Tirupal Sub Desinet, Toupat Lirban Mandal, Tirepatl Town, Munscigal Ward Mo, 13,
Kortagunta Road, residential area Town Survay Mo.d 1301, 41411 after Sub-division present Survey Mood 13014,
A1401H, Door Mo 1 3-7-250 AT, (Documant No.1328/2007) Item No.q - Property in the name of Mr. Kishore
Humar. Site measuring - East to West : 20 ft, or 6,100 mts, Morth o South © 20 f. or &, 100 mis, Total extent
comprised 400 5q. [ or 44 44 Sq. yards sile only. Hem No.2 - Property in the name of Mr. Kishore Kumar
(Shte existing towards the Eastern slde of above First ltem}, Site measuning - East to West (Norhem side)

15 -ft. o7 4.575 mis, Morih io South {both sides) - B Wit or

2,502 mis, Tolal extent comprisad 126 375 Sq. 11 or 13.93 Sq, vards sie only, (Document Mo, 1327/2007) llem
MNo.3 - Proparty In the name of Mr. Kishore Kumar, Site measuring - East to West {Mosthem side} : 15 ft.oor
4,575 mis, East bo Wes! |Soulhemeside) | 11 1Loar 33555 mis, Tolal edenl comprised 185 54, 0. o 18,335 5q
yards site only, The above sakd Three lems measuring G80.375 Sq. fi. or F6.70 ag. vards of the land constructed
an the above iterms measuning REC buitding thesean with Ground Floor 888 Sg. 1, and Fast Floor 686 5o 1, Total

within 15 days from he date of this publication.
Otherwesz, IFwould be deemed that thens o na
claime regarding the said plet.

bailt in Plot No.3, in SyMNo.762A73 of
Kallur Village, now in Kurnool Municipal
Corporation area limits, ward No. /8, within
the jurisdiction of Kallur Sub-District and

RESERVE PRICE : Rs.51.00 Lakhs | Bid increment : Rs.50,000/- | EMD : Rs.5.10 Lakhs
BANK E-AUCTION SALE PROPERTY
WEBSITE WEBSITE NOTICE

LOCATION

Regisration District of Kurnool
BOUNDARIES:- East: Road, West: Plot No 5
of Edamkanti Venkata Reddy. North: Plot
Mo.? of Amarachinta Saraswathamma.
South: Plot No.4 of Navamani.
MEASUREMENT:- East-West: 60 fest
North-South: 26 feet ar The Total extent:
173,32 Sq.vards.
ADDORESS:
K.VERKATES'WRRLU, ADWDCATE,

[LK0.406-837-C, Near SB| Main Branch,
KURROOL. CELL Ko B440245022

Proparty Mo.2 - Property in the name of Mrs. Aruna Kumari, wife of Mr. P. Kishore Kumar. Schedule A :
All that plece and parcel of restdential flat sifuated at Chittor District, Sn Balajl Registration Distrct, Tiropatl Sob
Drstrect, Tirupati Urban Mandal Teupab Town, Dry Town 5. Mo, 1254 Tiropati Municipal &th Ward, Sapuram Colomy,
Pled Mo 28, having nearest Murdcpal D, No 6-T-563, Sike maeasunng - East-West 45 N or 13,725 mils, Norlh-
South 70 . or 21.350 mis. Total extent comprised 3150 Sg. fL or 350 5q. yards site only. Schedule B :
Progorionale 101610 undivided shape and mberest in aforesaid premises described in "Schadele A7, an exten] of
21.87 Sq. yrds ourl of 350 50 yrds of site and the rght fo use and engoy the common areas and amenities e,
peraming to the Flat Nao3407 , in Third Floor, in “50 Chakoa Hormes”, Sripuram Colony, Tirupali, Sehadule G ;
All thal poricn of bullding as upds full finished level Flat bearing Mo 301 in Third Floor admieasuring plinth ares
110 Sq. i incleding common arga of bulding apartmeant known &5 *5n Chakra Homes™ under construction im
the premises described in “Schedube A" ast oul supra located at Snpuram Colony, In T.5 Mo, 124 of Tiruepat
Towen Mumnicipal Gth Ward, Tirupab. Vide Sala Deed Mo BS41 of 2007 dated 14 12 2007 under Sub-Registarsd

EMD : Rs.3.20 Lakhs

All the news.

In just a click.
Log to www.newindianexpress.com

E-ALCTION
WEBSITE

PROPERTY
LOCATION

Govt, RBItoseek

Date and Time of Inspection of the Properties & related documents ;
17.12.2025 o 18.12.2025 between 10.00 am., and 4.00 p.m.

DATE AND TIME OF E-AUCTION : D7.01.2026 BETWEEN 11.00 A.M. AND 4.00 PLM.

common ground I
intoday’s meet

Last Date for submission of Tender form/EMD : 07.01.2026

[ /thenewindianxpress
F1 @newindianxpress

Bidders are advised o visil thae website (hitps:lweww baankpet.com) of our @ aeclion sendoe providar PSE
Alsance Pvt, Lid to participate in onfine bld, For Techinical Assistance Please call PSE Allkance Pyt. Lid;: Helpdesk
Mo, E291220220, emall ID |- suppert.baankneti@psballiance.com and othar halp line numbers availabis in
sandlca providers help desk. For Reglstration status with PSB Alliance Pyt, Ltd. and EMD Status, please contact
support.baankneti@psballiance.com
For property detads and phatograph of he property and avclion ledms and condillons please vigil

https:/www. baanknet.com =and for clarfications related (o this portal plesss contact Helpdesk
Mo 8281200220
Bidders are advised to use Property |10 Mumber mentionad above while searching for the property in the
website with hitps.//www baanknet.com.

&8 +The New Indian Express m Crale

Placa ; Chennai

A 22025

AUTHORISED OFFICER,
INDHAMN BAMNE,

PUBLIC NOTICE

Al the Instructions of my Cllient Bandhan Bank, Tirupati Branch, Rep.
by its Manager having office atl Tirupall, | am lssuing this public notice,
Vandeti Krishnaveni Wio P. Rajagopal, Rio at Block No.75C, CRS
MHorth Colony, Renigunta Post and Mandal, Tirupati District.
Approached our branch lean with regard to the schedule men-
tioned property Original Document Mo. 5006/2004, Anybody having
any objection or claim over the schedule mentionad property and grant
of loan may contact the undarsignad or the Manger within 7 days of this
publication with documentary evidence in suppor theron. Anny claim or
objection that will be recelved after the explry of T days, treating that
nobody is having claim or objaction, the [ban process will be pursued.
SCHEDULE : Tirupati Dist., Sri Balaji Reg.Dist. Renigunta Sub.Dist.
Renigunta Mandal, Thukivakam Group and Thukivakam Village
Accounts, Rural Residential Area SyMo.722/2E Piol Mos135 & 136
Boundaries | East : 400t Road, Wast | 153 & 152 Plots, Not: Plot
MNo.134, South : 40ft Road and Mesurements of East - West @ 60ft, Morth
- South ; 60R, Total © 3600 Sq.ft, M 400 Sg. Yrd.

NAGARAM SUNIL KUMAR, Advocate, Kummarathopy, Tirupati. Gell: 5440259258

Ii,-l"

F.No.25-04/Engg./D.B/O.M/2025-26(15) L

. OULGARET MUNICIPALITY

PUDUCHERRY-5
Jawahar Nagar, the 04.12.2025

PRESS NOTICE FOR ‘e’ TENDER

On behalf of the Oulgaret Municipal Council, Percentage
Rate tenders are invited through e-tendering system
for one (01) work up to 4.00 P.M. on 18.12.2025. The
terms & conditions and N.I.T. can be downloaded from the
website https://pudutenders.gov.in the tender Notice

-k -

.!:||

& N.I.T. may also be viewed in the https://py.gov.in and
www.oulmun.in

(A.SURESHRAJ)
No.607/DIP/AD(PRESS)/2025-26 COMMISSIONER

“Sanitation is more important than Independence” - Mahatma Gandhi

SRI PRASUNNA COLLEGE OF LAW

{Affiliated fo Rayalaseema University ; Rurnool/Approved by BCI New Delhi]

H.No.41/39%6-1-A-PRotha Peta, Kermool. Land Phone No.OB5 18-22 5245
E-mail: spcl 107 @ redifimail.com

LL.B/BA.LLB. Spot Admissions Notification 2025-26
For left over vacancies dropout vacancies. cancelled seats 3 & 5 year LLE/BA LLE
course, The Candidates who quafified in LAWCET -2025 may attend the spot Admission
on or before 0612 2025 batwesn 10:00 AM to 5:00PM at collepe office. The vacancy af
seats position 15 furnished bellow:

Course Intaka| Filled | Vacant seats |Vacant seats| Manapement
seats | Convener|  for Spot for EWS | (uota seats/
seafs | Admissions (Junta Category -B
Jvear LLE | 304 47 21 £ bl
SY¥ear BALLE | ED 52 { ' 12

For LL.B 3/5 Year course SpotManagement quota seats under category - ALB available
in spot admissions in our college. Mate: The Adrmission far spot left over / unfilked
wacancies of 35 year LLE /BA LLB courses and management quofa seats under A
& B admissions shall be made on merit basis as per the guidelines of APSCHE for
admissions, and rules of reservabions calegory wise prescribed by Govt.ol AP Filled
in applications along with copies of relevant certificates and registration fea (for
Qualfied CET Rs. 1000 for OC / BC/SEST  For not qualified CET Rs. 1600- for 0O
F BLYASGAST) In cash may be submitted in the college office i person on amy warking
day betwean 10:00 A to 500 PM or sant by post on are before 06,12 2075, It should
be noted that the candidates who are admitted under spot admission of any category
shall not be eligible for schodarships tuition fee reimbursement

Date : 02.12.2025.

Place : Kurnoal PRINCIPAL

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Office of the Superintendent of Police, Wireless,
No. i, M. G Road, Bengalury — 360001
Phone; 080-22642324, Email: spwiralessi@iksp.govin

No: KSP/2025-26/IND0443 Date:03/12/2025

Tender Notification (Through e-procurement Portal)

superintendent of Police, Wireless, Bengaluru has invited a
tenderfor

1) Supply, Installation and Maintenance of Digital VHF
Repeaters and Digital VHF Walkie-Talkies for different units of
Karnataka State Police through e-procurement portal.
Estimated Bid value: Rs.69.60 Lakhs. Pre-bid meeting on
10/12/2025 at 11.00 Hrs. The Last date and time for tender
submission is 02/01/2026, at 17.00 Hrs. Furlher details
can be obtained by visiting e-procurement portal
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in For more Information, please
contact the above office.

No: KSP/2025-26/IND0444 Date:03/12/2025

2} Supply, Installation and Maintenance of Digital VHF/UHF
Repeaters for different units of Karnataka State Police through
e-procurement porial. Estimated Bid value: Rs.27.00 Lakhs.

Pre-bid meeting on 10/12/2025 at 11.00 Hrs. The Last date and
time for tender submission is 02/01/2026, at 17.00 Hrs. Further
details can be oblained by wisiting e-procurement portal
https:/fkppp.karnataka.gov.in For more information, please

contact the above office. Sd/-
Superintendent of Police,
DIPRICP/4217T/NRI2025-28 Wireless, Bengaluru.

BENGALURU CENTRAL CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Superintending Engineer Zone-1, BCCC,
18th Floor, PU Building, Bangalore-560 001

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER
(Two Cover System)

No: SE/BCCC/Z-1TEND/2/2025-26 Date: 04.12.2025

(Through GOK KPP Portal https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in only)
The Superintending Engineer, Zone-1, BCCC, Bengaluru invites
tenders from eligible Contractors firm registered in Bengaluru
Central City Corporation or equivalent registration with Labour
Deparfment or any State Govermnment Organizations for the
Collection of Parking Fees for Various roads in Bengaluru Central
City Corporation, Zone-1 as detailed in the table below.

sl

No. Name of the Work

Collection of Parking Fees for Cambnidge Road, Wood Sireet and
1. | Castle Street in Shanthinagar Division. Minimum Reserve
Annual License fee : Rs.1,26,10,000.00, EMD : Rs. 1,89,150.00

Collection of Parking Fees for Magrath, Church Sireet and
2. | Museum Read Shanthinagar Division. Minimum Reserve
Annual License fee : Rs. 1,21,80,000.00, EMD : Rs. 1,82,700.00

Collection of Parking Fees for Crescent Road, Brigade Road,
Langford Road and Eiipura Road in Shanthinagar Division.
Minimum Reserve Annual License fee : Rs. 1,08,10,000.00,
EMD :Rs. 1,62,150.00

Collection of Parking Fees for 80 feet Indiranagar in CV Raman
4. [Nagar Division. Minimum Reserve Annual License fee :
Rs. 88,40,000.00,EMD : Rs. 1,76,800.00

Collection of Parking Fees for 100 feet Indiranagar in CV Raman
5. [Nagar Division. Minimum Reserve Annual License fee :
Rs.1,54,30,000.00, EMD: Rs. 2,31,450.00

Calendar of Events : (1) Tender documents may be downloaded
from the KPP portal of the Government of Karnataka from
05.12.2025 (2) Tenders must be submitied online through KPP
portal on or before 16.00 hours on 05.01.2026 and the opening of
tenders will be as per e procurement portal guidelines. (3) Pre Bid
Meeting will be held on 23.12.2025 at 15.00 Hrs noon in the office
of the Chief Engineer Zone 1, Bengaluru Central City Corparation
18th floor, Public Utility Building, Bengaluru. (4) Technical Bids will
be opened on the website https:/fkppp.karnataka.gov.in in the
office of the Superintending Engineer, Zone-1, BCCC, Bengaluru
on07.01.2026 at 16.30 hrs.

Sd/- Superintending Engineer - Zone 1, BCCC

j/ Lo Sy o UJVN LIMITED

, Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Debradun-248008
Telaphonss: 0125-2TEI008, Fax: 01)5-2TEI504
CIN Mo U4 T URIEA SGC0I5E66, Webs Te www.ujvnlcom

Tender Cancellation Notice S DD
Dua 1o unavoidablea circumstances.tha following onling Bld
Identification Numbars ane hémneby cancellad
(1§T-01EE([Solary2025-28
(2} T-0/EE(Solary2025-26
(3) T-DXEE (Solar y2025-20

Furihar updales or ra-tondar nolicas will be made avalable an tha
wiab&ila and on the e-procurament portal http:luktendars.gov.in

Exscutive Engineer (Salar)

/4
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“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY

3 HINDUJA HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED

B a

ML Corporate office a"%167-163", nd Floor, Lifle Mourd, Saidapet, Chennai. 600 115,

HOZ G FRTAMCE LTED ¥

APPENDIX -V

Possession Notice (For Immovable Property)
Wherags, the undersigned being the Authorzed Officer of Hindita Housing Fingnee Limited
(HHFL} under [he Sacurltizaton and Reconsiruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement ol
Sacurily Interesl AL 2002 and in exercss of powers canferned ender section 13(12) read wih
Rule 3 of lhe Sacurily interest (Enforcement) Rukes 2002, Demand NoGicars) msued by [he
Aulharizad Officer of Iba compary 10 the Bomowens) | Guarantons) menlioned banain belew i
repay the amourt mentionsad in the nolice within &1 days from the dats of recaipt of tha said nofica.
Tha barmowear hawing failed fo repay the amount, notica is heraby given to the Bomowens) |
CGuaranioela) end |ba pubilic in'general thet the undersioned hes iekan possession of the proparly
dagerined herein befow 0 exercise of powers carfeemad an b ender Sub-Section (4) of tha
Section 13 of the said Act read with Ruie 8 of the Securnity fmerest Enforcement rules, 2002 Tha
brrorwai™s athaniaan = invilesd v praviskons of sub-sechan [5) of section 13 ol the Ack, in respest of
e avasatie, b redesm e secunsd astals, The B in pascular and She public in general
amd herety Cautionad rol 1o deal itk the praparly and any dealngs with he progeddy wil b
subject o ba charge of HHFL [orar ameunt a2 mentioned barein undee wilkinkarast tharmen,

Mame of the Borrower! Co-Borrowan'GuaranborLAN No, Damand Kotica CATE [F
LT I ] e e | Date and Amours, POSSESSION

1. Mr. Panabaka Sni Hari Krishna 300 B Mursli, 11-07-202% & |

Rin, Kothapalem, Kota Mandal, Nellora Dist. - 524413 Rs.5,06,740L | 2311-2025
. Borrower {Rupees Five

2, Mrz. Tiyyabandi Venkata charanya Kumar Lakhs Six

(W0 MagarajaChar, Rio, House thola, Buchireddypalem, | Thousand Seven

Medora Disl, - 322305 . Co-Barmower Hundred and

Loan Mo, APINPTIMAIDADDDG0G0LE Farty Gnily

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY :Tirupalhi Disi, Tirupaihi Regisiration Disl Kaota: Sub-
Ragistar Office, Kota Mandal. MNellore Hothepalem Grem Panchayat, Kaothapalem
Ravanue Village SY.NC: 24802, an Exlent of Ankanams, ar 88 Sg.¥ds of Vacand zita,
Assessement no: 372, of House Bounded By -Morlh :Housa of Shaik Yesdant, South:
‘acant sila of Shaik Shakeera, Easl -House of Guduru Ravindra Reddy, Wesi: Road

'With in these Boundanas an Exfent ol 12-Ankanams, or 96 Sg.Yds of Sile = 8 432
Sg.FL of RCC Slab Howse and 36 FL, of A.C.C Shaats Bath room thesa in {or this House
Fixed Daors . Door framas, Windows | Cedling materials, ona feat siba, currenf servica,
riglar, wiritg, Latrire, balhaom, Bz, including withal Easement Rights and Appudenard Therelo

Sdl-Authorized Officer
For Hinduja Housing Finance Limited

Flace Nﬂli.':-n;- ,J".r-:ir'rs: Pragash
Dale : 29-11-2025

Treatment Me f In

Dr. M.H. Mangowda Road, Bangalore-560028
Ph: +91 080-2656 072272656 0723, 080-6669 7999

No:KMIO/SME(1)/Tender/M.EQUIP/S0/482/2025-26 Date: 3-12-2025
e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTIFICATION
Online Tenders are invited in Two Bid System for the following
through GOK KPP Portal tender for Kidwai Memorial Institute

of Oncology

EL. Tender No. & Date

Name of the tems

Supply & Commissioning Of
Surface Guided Radiotherapy
system to the department of
Radiation Oncology at KMIO,
Bengaluru.,(Estimated Budget: 8 Cr)

Right to Operate and Install
Vending machine for serving of
Coffea / Tea at various locations
at KMIO

Providing CMC services for
Fire Hydrant systems installed
al various blocks of KMIO
Estimated Cost: 17.10 Lakhs
Supply and Installation of
Medical Equipments to the
Dept. of Anaesthesia and
treatment room through CSR
HAL (Estimated Budgel:2. 9 Cr)
Supply and Installation of Medical
Equipments to the Dept. of Radio
diagnosis, Pathology & Head &
Meck through CSR HAL
(Estimaled Budget: 65.94 [akh)

The Bid Document will be available in online from 08-12-2025
to 22-12-2025. Bidders can view and download the Bid
Document from the Website https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in
Bids have to be submitted through e-Procurement Portal and
e-procurement Portal fees. The last date and time of Receipl
of Bid through e-Procurement Portal is 22-12-2025 till 4:00 P.M.
Tender Accepting Authonty reserves the right to acceptireject/
cancel the tender without assigning any reason thereof.,

DIPRISI4193/2025-26 Sd/- FINANCIAL ADVISOR

KMIQ/SME(1)Tender!
1. | M. Equip/453/2025-28,
Date: 3-12-2025 (Call-3)

KMIO/MNT/Vending
2. | Machines/461/2025-26,
Dt: 3.12-2025 (Call-2)

KMIO/MNT/CMC FIRE
3 |HYDRANT/458/2025-26,
DT: 3-12-2025 (Call-2)

KMIO/SME(1)Tender/M.
4 |Equip/482/2025-26,
DT: 3-12-2025 [Call-1)

KMIO/SME(1)Tender/M.
5 |Equip/483/2025-26,
DT: 3-12-2025 (Call-1)

[[t]] STATE BANK OF INDIA

MANUBOLU BRANCH-06112, S.P.5.R. Nellore District
Uncter Section 13(2) of the Securifisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (" Act”) read with
Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcements) Rules, 2002 ("Rules”)
Anolica 5 henaly given (hal the follovwng Borrowérls: 1) Bri DEVAKI BADRI
VENKATANARAYANA GUPTA, 2) Smit.DEVAKI VENKATA HEMANTH
KUMAR have defaulled in the repayment of principal and interest of the
leans facdify obfained by them from tha Bank and the |hans have baen
classiied as Non=-Performing Assets (NPA)L The notice dated; 23.10.2026
was issued to them under Saction 13(2) of Securitization and Re-construction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Inferest Act 2002 cn their
last known addresses, but they have been returned unserved and as such
they are hereby informed by way of this public notice
Name of the Borrowers: 1) Sri DEVAKI BADRI VENKATANARAYANA
GUPTA, Sfo Ramalingaiah. Fiat Ko 104, Ground Floor, Mear [ Mo, 5-11 &
12, EastStreet (Brahmin streel), East Gudur, Gudur; Tinspat|.
2} Emt.DEVAKI VENKATA HEMANTH KUMAR, S/c D.Venkata Marayana
Gupta, FlalNo 104, Ground Floor, Mear D0Ng, 5-11 & 12 East Sireel (Brahmin
slrgel), East Gudwr, Gudur, Tinapatl.
Detailz of Properties/Address of Secured Aszets to be Enforced:
Regd Sakle Doed No 1435/2015 Dated 11.06.2015: A-Schedule: Sri Polll
Sriramulu Meflore Disfrict Registration, Gudur Rewenue District Regisiration,
Gudur Registration, Gudur Mandal, Gudur Muricipal Area, Survey No.
ETT/£-282-81, Fiat No. 104, Deor Mo, 11 And 12, Ward Mo.5, HE Residancy,
East Street (Brahmin Street), Easi Gudur, Gudur Municipality, Gudur
Assessment Mo 2508, 4044 Consisting OFf 154 Ankanams 16 Sq.Ftor 123377
Sg Yards [Undivided Share} 532 Ankanams or £2 58 Sg Yards With All
Easementany Rights Withan The Following Boundaries: East: Sireet Abulting
Ta Irfgation Channel Some Extent And Irrigation Channel To Same Extent,
South: Compound Wall Cf Chainuri Krishnamma Some Extant, House Some
Extent, Compound Wall Of Suriseily Santhamma Somse Exfani And
Compound And House Walls Of Gurram Radhaknishraiah To Some Extent,
Wast: Brahmana Street (Municipality Road), North: House Of Udayagid
Ananthapadmanabha Rao, Pedakandia Vesalakshi, Peta Venkateswarlu And
Kurunanidhi Babu. With In Tha Abowe Boundaries Extert OF 154 Ankanams
16 Bg. Fi Or 1233.77 5q Yards {Undivided Share) 532 Ankanams Or 42 56
3q Yards Construction OF Six Years Building With All Easementary Rights
Schedule-B: Re r Buildar reement Doc No., 1436/2015 Dated:
11.06.2015: In"A" Schedule Mentioned Property Proposed Construction Of
R.K Reasidency” Residentialapariment, In Ground Floar, Flal Mo 104
Consisting of 880 Sg.F{ {Including Common Area) of R.C.C Slab Flak
Bounded By: East: Open To Sky, South: Open To Sky, West: Comman
Comridor Some Extent, Staircase Some Extant, Morth: Cpan To Sky.
With These Boundanies An Extent 980 Sg.Ft (Including Common Area) of
RCC Slab Flat In Sl Floor 80 Sg.FLof Car Parking Place Ralating To Flal
Mo, 102 For This Septic Tank, Steps, Overhead Tank, Liff, Motor, Cemmaon
Roots, Drainaga, Efc. And With All Easamant Rights Apartment Theretao.
Document Mumbears 14352015
Nature Of The Documents: Regd Sale Deed
Date OF Execution 11,06 2015
Claimants Devak| Badr Venkata Narayana Guptha
Date of Motics: 23.10.2025 Date of NFA: 18.10. 2025
Amount outstanding (A% on the date of notice): Re. 12,02 651/- (Rupees
Twelve Lakh Two thousand Five Hundrad Fifty One Rupaes only) as on
23,10, 2025 and further intergst and expenses therson, Your are also lable o
pay fulure interast together with incidental expenses, costs, charges efc.
The sieps are being taken for substituted senvice of notice, The above
Barmowear () ans hereby called upon to make paymant of oulstanding amount
within G0 days from the date of publication of this notica, failing which furthar
sleps will ba taken after expiry of 50 days from the cate of thls notice under
sub-gection {4 of Section 13 of Securnitization and Reconstruciion of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security interest Act, 2002
I'he borrowers attention is inviled o provisions of Sub-section (B) of Seclion
13 of the Act, in respect of ime available to redeem the secured assets,

Date: 05.12 2025, Place: Manubolu  Sdi- Authorised Officer, State Bank of India

1
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

DRYING GROUNDWATER:
DIVERSIFY CROPS NOW,
MODERNISE IRRIGATION

UNJAB once fed a hungry nation. Guided by government
] policy and buoyed by subsidised power, farmers embraced

paddy and wheat, chemical fertilisers, and the tube well.

The Green Revolution delivered food security to India—

but at a staggering ecological cost that Punjab is now pay-
ing alone. Today, 73 percent of its groundwater blocks are ‘over-
exploited’. Extraction stands at an alarming 156 percent. Nearly
97 percent of this is pulled out for irrigation—mostly for a single
crop that was never native to Punjab: paddy. The science is un-
disputed. Punjab’s groundwater in the first 100 metres might
dry up by 2029. By 2039, availability could plunge below 300 me-
tres, where extraction becomes unaffordable and the water be-
comes unfit for irrigation. Meanwhile, paddy still claims nearly
90 percent of Punjab’s kharif acreage. The situation is turning
critical in Haryana, Rajasthan, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, and Puducherry, too.

There is no time for blame; only for a solution. The Punjab
case should show the way. Farmers grew what the nation asked
them to grow. Assured procurement made paddy the safest eco-
nomic choice. Power subsidies kept costs low. To suddenly de-
mand that farmers change course, without giving them viable
alternatives, is unrealistic and unfair. Solutions do exist, and
they must now become non-negotiable. For decades, experts—
from the Johl Committee in 1986 to scientists today—have rec-
ommended reducing paddy acreage and creating stable markets
for alternative crops. Farmers say they are willing to shift if the
government guarantees procurement and fair prices.

Energy reform must be a part of the answer. Smarter power
pricing—paired with financial incentives—can curb over-pump-
ing while protecting farmer incomes. Results from Punjab’s
‘Paani bachao, paisa kamao’ pilot show that such incentives
work. Infrastructure, too, needs an urgent overhaul. With under
a third of farmland receiving canal water, Punjab must remodel
its British-era canal network to reduce groundwater dependence.
Many of the state’s 1.4 million abandoned borewells offer the rare
opportunity of use as low-cost recharge structures to replenish
the aquifers. Punjab needs coordinated Centre-state action that
places farmers at the core, and this cooperation must deliver
results—not repeat decades of drift, since even the Akali Dal-BJP
partnership in the Vajpayee era showed that political alignment
alone cannot move long-pending groundwater reforms.

EXPANDED HYDERABAD
MUST DELIVER FOR ALL

HE Telangana government’s decision to fold 20 munici-
palities and seven municipal corporations into the Great-
er Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (GHMC), expand-
ing its jurisdiction from 625 sq km to nearly 2,000 sq km,
represents a significant recasting of urban governance.
The GHMC is now the country’s largest municipality by area.
The real question is whether this restructuring can correct
Hyderabad’s persistent problems of uneven development,
regulatory inconsistency, and overstretched civic services that
have long undermined the city’s growth.

For years, the fragmented jurisdictions surrounding the Outer
Ring Road have struggled with potholed roads, unreliable water
supply, sanitation gaps, congestion, and mounting environmental
stress. These shortcomings have been particularly acute for peri-
urban residents who have remained underserved despite rapid
population growth. A single, enlarged GHMC offers the possibil-
ity of coherent master planning, better transport networks,
stronger pollution control mechanisms, and more rational re-
source mobilisation. The civic body’s ¥8,440-crore budget for 2025-
26 will need to cross 210,000 crore next year to serve an expanded
population of about 1.6 crore. The fiscal heft could accelerate the
23 projects under the Hyderabad City Innovative and Trans-
formative Infrastructure initiative and advance the broader Te-
langana Core Urban Region vision extending across Hyderabad,
Rangareddy, Medchal-Malkajgiri, and Sangareddy districts.

Execution will determine whether the merger fulfils its
promise. Centralisation has always had its sceptics. Some ar-
gue that a larger civic authority could marginalise residents
living far from the urban core and heighten corruption in a
more sprawling bureaucracy. Others maintain that only a con-
solidated institution can attract investment, deploy resources
efficiently, and balance development across an expanding me-
tropolis. With the merger now a fait accompli, the immediate
tasks are evident: fair ward delimitation, taxes that do not place
disproportionate burdens on a region, and a substantial aug-
mentation of GHMC’s administrative and technical staff.

Predictably, the political dimension has surfaced quickly. The
BJP has accused the Congress government of pursuing the
merger with electoral calculations in mind, hoping to gain
ground before the GHMC elections next year. Such allegations
will continue. Ultimately, the credibility test lies in whether the
enlarged GHMC can deliver equitable, effective governance to a
megapolis that has long outgrown its institutional capacity:

For Hyderabad, the merger must become more than an ad-
ministrative exercise. It must anchor a long-term commitment
to planned growth, resilient infrastructure and civic equity
across the entire metropolitan region today:

QUICK TAKE

HELPING THE BRAVE
“'HE Supreme Court has expressed shock that an acid attack

victim’s plea has been stuck in a Delhi trial court for 16 years.

Calling the delay “a mockery of the system”, Chief Justice
Surya Kant asked the solicitor general to consider such victims
as divyangjan or differently abled. Such a step would go some
way in helping those bearing the scars of the cruel act. There
were 207 acid attack cases registered in 2023. At the same time,
it’s estimated that up to three-fifths of such attacks were never
reported. So speeding up the trials of the brave few who come
forward to report the crime would be essential, too.

:
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N the grand architectural blue-
print of digital governance, In-
dia’s digital personal data pro-
tection (DPDP) framework,
comprising the DPDP Act of
2023 and its accompanying rules
of 2025, present themselves as a
fortress preserving and protecting indi-
vidual privacy. Yet, it has a critical design
flaw: its most formidable defences are ori-
ented exclusively outwards, towards pri-
vate entities, while leaving the rear gate
not merely unguarded, but actively
propped open for the Orwellian State.
The framework creates a perilous artifi-
cial dichotomy—imposing a rigorous, if
imperfect, regime upon corporations,
while anointing the State as an unassaila-
ble aggressor against the very civil right it
purports to protect. It is a fundamental reo-
rientation of the social contract, one that
places the citizen’s most intimate digital
self at the mercy of the sovereign, devoid
of the procedural safeguards that are the
bedrock of a constitutional democracy.
The constitutional spirit, invigorated
by the K S Puttaswamy (2018) verdict,
recognised privacy as an intrinsic com-
ponent of Article 21. This right ought not
to be deprived except by a procedure es-
tablished by law, as laid down in the
Maneka Gandhi (1978) case. The DPDP
framework creates the mirage of a sub-
stantive right for the individual while
simultaneously constructing vast exclu-
sion zones for the State. The exemptions
culminate in the chilling expanse of the
Seventh Schedule of the DPDP Rules.
Purpose 2 of the rules allows the use of
personal data for the “performance of any
function under any law for the time being in
force”. This is not a targeted exception for
national security, safeguarded by judicial
oversight; it is a bottomless pit of authority.
A municipal corporation clearing gar-
bage, a transport department issuing a
bus pass, or a ministry formulating a
new scheme—all can invoke this provi-
sion to access, process, and share the
most intimate details of a citizen’s life.
The privileged sanctity of attorney-cli-
ent communications, the confidential
dialogue between doctor and patient, the
private correspondence between spous-
es—all can be vacuumed into the State’s
digital repository, not pursuant to a judi-
cial warrant based on probable cause,
but on the mere assertion of a statutory
function. When this is read in conjunc-
tion with Section 15(c) of the Act, which
imposes a duty on the individual not to
suppress material information for State-
issued documents, the framework effec-
tively compels self-incrimination.

EDITORIAL

TIruPATI, FRIDAY ()5.12.27025

THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

~

The new digital personal data protection framework institutionalises
a surveillance apparatus. The State can access citizens’ private
information without any clear responsibility to protect it smartly

BUILDING A DATA
FORTRESS WITH
A FLAWED DESIGN

MANISH TEWARI

It grants the State and its instrumen-
talities a carte blanche to process person-
al data for the provision of any “subsidy,
benefit, service, certificate, license or
permit”. The definitions provided in rule
5(2) are so breathtakingly expansive that
they cover virtually every interaction an
individual has with the State. This means
that applying for a driver’s licence, a
passport, or a ration card becomes a tacit
and coerced surrender of personal data.
The notion of informed consent—the
bedrock of any data protection regime—
isrendered redundant when the alterna-
tive to providing data is the denial of an
essential service or a legal entitlement.
The State, which in political theory is
merely an association of individuals con-
stituted for collective good, has through
this framework positioned itself as a pan-

MP, lawyer, and former Union I&B minister
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optic entity with an insatiable appetite
for the personal data of its constituents.

From a forensic standpoint, the frame-
work’s handling of data erasure and se-
curity is a testament to a profound misun-
derstanding of the digital substrate. The
rules speak of ‘erasure’ as if it were a
simple event—a file deleted from a desk-
top. This is a dangerous anachronism.
For example, a photograph on a smart-
phone is a complex constellation of data:
a header, pixel arrays with colour values,
metadata tags detailing the precise loca-
tion, camera settings, and time stamps.
When a user consents to its storage, this
constellation is not merely written to the
phone’s flash memorys; it is often synchro-
nised to a cloud infrastructure.

Now, consider the command to ‘erase’.
On the device, a file system deletion of-

Until they become conscious they will
never rebel, and until after they have
rebelled they cannot become conscious

George
Orwell

ten merely marks the storage blocks as
‘available’, leaving the underlying mag-
netic orientations or charge traps in a
flash cell perfectly readable to forensic
tools until overwritten. In the cloud, the
process is even more opaque. The eras-
ure might involve deleting pointers in a
metadata database, but the actual data
shards may persist in backup systems.

The rules demand erasure after speci-
fied periods, but are silent on the techni-
cal standard required. Is a logical delete
sufficient, or is a multi-pass overwrite
mandated? For solid-state drives with
wear-levelling algorithms, even an over-
write command offers no guarantee. Im-
mutable destruction requires physical
degaussing or shredding of chips—a
process the rules do not even begin to
contemplate. This ambiguity renders the
right to erasure virtually meaningless,
leaving the individual’s digital ghost to
persist indefinitely in the ether, vulner-
able to State retrieval at a whim.

The rules’ “reasonable security safe-
guards” for the State, as outlined in Rule
6 and the Second Schedule, are a list of
best practices devoid of any meaningful,
auditable enforcement mechanism
against the sovereign. While a private
data fiduciary faces the Data Protection
Board’s sanctions for a breach, who au-
dits the State’s own data warehouses?
The State is exempt from the very ac-
countability it imposes on others.

The Indian government is amassing
one of the world’s most extensive and sen-
sitive biometric and demographic data-
bases. The framework does not impose a
stringent, independent, and transparent
obligation on the State to fortify this treas-
ure trove against foreign intelligence
agencies or cybercriminals. Instead, rule
15 concerning international transfers fo-
cuses only on restricting data fiduciaries,
while the State itself operates under an
opaque set of rules. The State’s ‘schut-
zstaffel’, or protection force, is not a para-
military force, but its digital infrastruc-
ture empowered by this legal framework.

The DPDP rules gesticulate vigorously
towards the real and present dangers
posed by Big Tech, while quietly institu-
tionalising the most comprehensive sur-
veillance apparatus independent India
has ever contemplated. It fails the test of
technological rigour by speaking in the
vague language of a bygone digital era.
The individual is left with a parchment
guarantee against private entities, while
their digital soul is rendered as a perma-
nently accessible asset of the State.

(Views are personal)
Full article on newindianexpress.com

HUMAN SIDE OF ONLINE LEARNING

EACHERS, peer connection,
informal conversations, and
campus life are essential to a
student. However, when we
think of online higher educa-
tion, it is not uncommon to
face one pertinent question: do
online students miss out on experiences
that campus environments provide?
Critics of digital education warn that
students may become disconnected from
peers and become isolated learners in
virtual classrooms. Are these apprehen-
sions valid, or is there a more hopeful
way of addressing such doubts?

Cognitive research suggests that group
cohesion—the sense of belonging within
a learning community—remains intact
when classrooms transition to virtual
learning. Carefully designed digital pro-
grammes can create new kinds of bonds.
Researchers at the University of Hong
Kong found that students in online col-
laborative projects exhibited levels of
trust and participation comparable to,
and in some cases even stronger than,
those in physical classrooms. Psycholo-
gists refer to this as ‘group efficacy’.

Team-building activities play a cen-
tral role in technology-enabled pro-
grammes. Debates, solving problems
together, or making shared notes are
easy to integrate into the online activi-
ties. These help students feel connected,
more confident, and responsible for
their part in the group. Studies in Tai-
wan have shown that when students
work closely in such structured online
groups, each person’s performance im-
proves. A sense of “we can succeed to-
gether” often translates into the person-
al belief of “I can succeed too”.

This belief is particularly relevant to
India today. According to the latest All
India Survey on Higher Education,
gross enrolment in post-secondary edu-
cation has reached 28.4 percent. The
National Education Policy, 2020 aims to
push this to 50 percent by 2035. Tradi-
tional campuses cannot carry this load
alone. Expanding access to half of In-
dia’s youth would be challenging with-
out virtual platforms.

Globally, interest in online pro-
grammes is increasing. A Unesco study
predicts that cross-border student mo-
bility will increase by a factor of two by
2030. Not all students can travel abroad.
Online degrees with global recognition
are the next frontier. In India, the Uni-
versity Grants Commission has already
approved over 100 universities to offer

MAMIDALA
JAGADESH KUMAR

fully online degrees with the same sta-
tus as offline ones. The Swayam plat-
form has registered more than 3.5 crore
learners. With quality design support,
India can attract thousands of learners
from developing nations, too.

However, concerns about losing social
and intellectual growth in online set-

Virtual learning works well when
digital modules are designed

to foster team cohesion and
interaction. If we want to expand

the reach of higher education,

we have to embrace online learning.
An online-only [IT Madras course

drew in a large number of students
from far-flung places

tings linger. In physical classrooms, stu-
dents can lead discussions and work in
teams. Can we ensure that these expo-
sures can be replicated in virtual class-
rooms? Recent research says yes. Stu-
dents do not feel isolated when
universities invest in virtual mentorship
circles, breakout discussions, and inter-
active projects. On the contrary, they can
feel more exposed to diversity. A learner
in Kerala can team up with another in
Punjab, moderated by a teacher in Delhi,
while contributing to a project with a
student joining in from Singapore.
India is uniquely placed to lead this
change. Our digital public infrastruc-
ture has already transformed how we
perceive identity and finance. Teachers
are accessing high-quality resources on
platforms like Diksha or Digital Infra-
structure for Knowledge Sharing. The
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same approach can shape online higher
education. Al-adaptive tools can track a
student’s performance real-time. It can
then adjust the level of complexity. This
moderation is impossible in a lecture
hall with a large number of students.
Intelligent systems also support group
projects. Al can ensure balanced teams
by pairing students with complementa-
ry strengths in virtual platforms.

None of this means virtual class-
rooms do not have hurdles. Universities
need to design online courses that are
engaging. The responsibility is clear:
online learners should not be treated as
passive participants. Course instructors
must build virtual communities where
students become engaged through
shared learning. Teachers should know
how to manage online discussions and
encourage student participation. As-
sessments must include collaborative
exercises. Otherwise, students may log
in, watch a lecture, but not learn much.

Take an example from IIT Madras. In
2021, it launched an online BSc course in
data science, the first fully-online degree
programme offered by an IIT. Many
thought such a step might dilute the
prestige of the IIT brand. The opposite
happened. Within two years, more than
17,000 students had enrolled, including
those from metros as well as towns and
villages. Some were working profession-
als, some school-leavers, and others mid-
career learners seeking to upskill.

What is the larger implication for In-
dia? Expanding access to tertiary edu-
cation is about creating citizens who
can think critically, debate respectfully;,
and collaborate effectively in both phys-
ical and digital worlds. We can use vir-
tual classrooms to prepare our youth for
an increasingly complex world.

Do students lose a lot when they enrol
for online programmes? Academic find-
ings and experiments suggest otherwise.
With group cohesion, team-building, and
the intelligent use of Al, online learning
can build confident, thoughtful, and net-
worked students. It’s not an inferior
path. It’s a different path that defines the
future of Indian higher education.

(Views are personal)
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Myopic policy
Ref: Wider consultation needed (Dec 4).
Even after the U-turn, the SIM-binding
clause for apps continues to hamper
those using them on wifi and for business
accounts; while scammers can simply
swap SIMs. The same old story: narrow
consultation and zero foresight turning
policy into panic. Cyberfraud is real, but

knee-jerk overreach isn’t the cure.
Hashir Minhaj, Palakkad

Ditwah lesson

Ref: Cyclone Ditwah reminds we are in
the same boat (Dec 4). We cannot depend
upon the faint hope of a calamity’s rarity.
Coastal cities’ vulnerabilities are a
liability that needs a strengthened
disaster management system by both

the public and the government.

Siyaa Sarkar, Bengaluru

Rupee slide

Ref: Rupee breaches 90-mark (Dec 4). With
the rupee crossing the psychologically
important mark of 90, bells have gone off.
The ripple effects will stretch beyond the
exchange market. Students, travellers,
patients, investors and the average Indian
household will have to bear the brunt.

N Rama Rao, Chennai

Breakfast breather

Ref: Ice-breaker idlis (Dec 4). The breakfast
episode is not only to divert public attention
from the leadership crisis but also meant

to provide breathing space for the clueless
party leadership. The high command is
indecisive due to intricate caste factors and
the recalcitrance of both leaders.

Rajarao Kumar, Bengaluru

Palace intrigue

The uneasy calm in Karnataka shows how
leadership tussles can drain a government’s
focus even without street agitation. When
governance becomes hostage to private
bargaining, public trust inevitably slips. A
clearer power-sharing roadmap—set early
and honoured sincerely—would help the
Congress shift attention from the palace
intrigue to delivering stable administration.
K Sakunthala, Coimbatore

Long conflict

Ref: Banishing the Maoist phoenix (Dec 4).
There have been heavy losses of life and
resources on both sides in this time-testing
war. Sincere efforts are must to mitigate
regional imbalances by proper distribution
of resources, development measures, and the
weeding out of middlemen who radicalise
and exploit rural tribal masses.
Ramalingeswara Rao, email
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® Proposed cess will be levied only on demerit goods but Oppn says it will revive ‘inspector raj ® Sitharaman accuses TMC of stalling development in Bengal

FIX THE PROBLEM, SAYS OPPN ON HIGH AQI

Various opposition MPs on Thursday staged a protest in Parliament
complex over the issue of air pollution in the capital, with Congress
leader Sonia Gandhi asking the government to take action. Carrying
placards they raised slogans outside the Makar Dwar of Parliament
asking the Prime Minister to stop making statements and fix the
problem. Some of the MPs also wore masks at the protest to highlight
the problem of air pollution. They also carried a big banner that said
‘mausam ka mazaa lijiye’ (Enjoy the weather) carrying a picture of the
PM, who had made these remarks at the start of the Winter session of
Parliament. Protesting MPs of various parties also raised slogans that
read - “Make polluters pay, not citizens’, ‘Air quality - action now’, ‘Don’t
choke our future’, ‘Clean air is a right, not a luxury’.

20%0 NOT ELIGIBLE FOR
CASHLESS TREATMENT

Out of the total 6,833 treatment
requests raised by road accident
victims under the Cashless
Treatment of Road Accident
Victims Scheme so far, only
5,480 victims have been found
eligible, and the remaining 1,353
cases (nearly 20%) have been
rejected by the police, Parliament
was informed on Thursday. Union
Minister of Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari, in a
written reply to Lok Sabha, said
the total fund disbursed under
the Motor Vehicle Accident Fund
is ¥73.88 lakh. “Out of the total
number of 6,833 treatment
requests raised, 5,480 victims
have been found eligible. The
remaining cases have been
rejected by police,” Gadkari said.

62 STUDENTS DENIED
US ENTRY IN5 YEARS

Sixty-two Indian students have
been denied entry to the US by
foreign immigration authorities
in the last five years, according to
data shared by the Centre in
Parliament on Thursday. Minister
of State for External Affairs Kirti
Vardhan Singh, in a written
response to a query in Rajya
Sabha, also shared country-wise
data on Indian students deported
from several countries over this
period. Singh said that in several
cases, “entry of Indian students
had been denied on account of
their carrying incomplete or
inappropriate admission
documents from their varsities,
failing the administrative
process, or for being unable to
answer basic questions.

PREETHA NAIR @ New Delhi

AMID concerns by the opposi-
tion, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman moved the Health
Security and National Security
Cess Bill, 2025, in Lok Sabha on
Thursday, asserting that the
proposed cess will be levied
only on demerit goods, like pan
masala, and not on essential
commodities, and revenue from
the levy will be shared with
states for spending on health
schemes.

The purpose of the bill is to
create a ‘dedicated and predict-
able resource stream’ for two
domains of national impor-
tance — health and national se-
curity, said Sitharaman. “This
is a cess, and it is placed not on
any essential commodity. We
wish to impose such a cost so
that it is a deterrent, so people
tend not to use it,” she said.

Sitharaman said pan masala
will be taxed at the maximum
40% rate under Goods and Serv-
ices Tax (GST) based on its con-
sumption, and there will be no
impact of this cess on GST rev-
enues. However, participating
in the debate on the Bill, sev-
eral opposition MPs demanded
that the bill should be sent to a
select committee, voicing con-
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cerns that it will hurt the
MSME sector and revive ‘Iin-
spector raj’.

Accusing the Centre of rely-
ing excessively on cesses to
raise revenue, DMK MP Su-
mathi termed it as “cessifica-
tion of governance, not justifi-
cation of governance”.

Sumathi pointed out that the
finance minister herself noted
how sharply cess revenues have
risen. “Ambedkar had warned
that good intentions are of no
value if the instruments are
flawed. This bill is precisely
that —good intentions trapped
in a flawed instrument,” she
said and claimed that MSMEs
would be hit the hardest by it.

Opening the debate in the
Lower House, Congress MP
Varun Chaudhary warned the
proposed legislation would re-

demand for select panel

“

vive “inspector raj” and that a
capacity-based cess would in-
crease bureaucratic interfer-
ence.TMC MP Saugata Roy
qguestioned whether the cess
would deter the pan masala in-
dustry, as he noted its enor-
mous profits. He argued that
government was “so desperate
for funds” that it was now de-
pending on demerit goods to
finance national security.

“You need money. The Parlia-
ment building cost 20,000
crore; the PM’s ‘Sewa Teerth’
will cost hundreds of crores.
Now, for that, take money from
pan masala? The government
is thinking on two lines:
on one hand, it spends money
like water on unnecessary
buildings; on the other, it taxes
pan masala to fund security,”
Roy said.

HealthbillinLS amid Oppn Upper House green light

to excise policy to curb
tobacco consumption

PARVEZ SULTAN @ New Delhi

PARLIAMENT on Thursday
passed the Central Excise
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, after
the Rajya Sabha approved it
and returned it to the Lok Sab-
ha. The Bill amends the Central
Excise Act, 1944, with the key
objective of increasing excise
duties and cess on multiple to-
bacco products, including ciga-
rettes, cigars, hookah tobacco,
chewing tobacco, zarda and
scented tobacco.
Replying to the discus-
sion on the Bill, Union
Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman ac-
cused the West Bengal
government of obstruct-
ing the state’s develop-
ment despite receiving full
assistance from the Centre. She
insisted that the Centre had
never neglected West Bengal.
“In fact, it is the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) government
that is hurting the growth of
the people of West Bengal,” she
said while responding to points
raised by TMC members. Refer-
ring to health coverage, she re-
minded the House that West
Bengal withdrew from the Ay-

w

ushman Bharat scheme in Jan-
uary 2019, adding, “Is that good
for the people of Bengal?”
Sitharaman said industries
were steadily leaving West Ben-
gal and listed several indica-
tors of the Centre’s contribu-
tions. She noted that AIIMS
Kalyani had been established
and 11 medical colleges were
approved under the Centrally
Sponsored Scheme. She added
that West Bengal received a
record railway budget alloca-
tion of 13,955 crore for 2025—
26, more than three times
the 2009-14 average out-
lay of %4,380 crore. In
addition, 101 Amrit Sta-
tions are being devel-
oped in the state at a cost
of ¥3,847.5 crore.

The minister said that
1,650 km of railway lines had
been electrified, bringing total
electrification in Bengal to over
98% . She informed the House
that more than 2,300 km of Na-
tional Highways had been built
since 2014. Responding to con-
cerns raised by TMC MP Saga-
rika Ghose about the Central
Road and Infrastructure Fund
(CRIF), Sitharaman said that
transfers had not been halted.

Opposition upset at V-P rejecting all notices under Rule 267

PARVEZ SULTAN @ New Delhi

RAJYA Sabha Chairman C P
Radhakrishnan on Thursday
clarified in detail on the scope
and permissible use of Rule
267, stressing that the provision
cannot be invoked to raise mat-
ters unrelated to the day’s list-
ed agenda. His remarks come
amid a sharp rise in notices
from Opposition MPs seeking

to suspend scheduled business
and take up other issues.
Throughout the ongo-
ing winter session, all
notices moved under
Rule 267 have been re-
jected by the Chair for
failing to meet the re-
quirements of the rule.
On Wednesday, he turned
down two more such notices
and said the rule was being
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misused through “routine no-
tices” intended to suspend
the day’s business.

Radhakrishnan un-
derlined that Rule 267
cannot be equated with
an adjournment motion
in the Lok Sabha, which
is explicitly permitted un-
der Article 75(3) of the Con-
stitution. “There is no constitu-
tional or procedural provision

authorising Rajya Sabha Mem-
bers to give any adjournment
notice in any manner... A no-
tice must specify the rule
sought to be suspended and in-
clude a properly drafted mo-
tion. Any notice concerning a
matter outside the List of Busi-
ness is invalid,” he said.
Responding to the explana-
tion, LoP Mallikarjun Kharge
said MPs turn to Rule 267 be-

cause “there is no chance of
getting a short-duration or even
a short notice question.” He
added, “We are not getting the
opportunity to discuss impor-
tant things immediately... the
government is avoiding.”

Leader of the House JP
Nadda disagreed, saying the
government had not avoided
any discussion and was pre-
pared for “every topic”.

‘Shame’: Trial against accused of acid
attack pending before court for 16 yrs

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
@ New Delhi

STUNNED to learn from an
acid attack survivor that the
trial against her accused has
been pending for 16 years, the
Supreme Court described the
situation as “a national shame”
that makes “a mockery of the
system.” The Court directed all
High Courts to furnish details
of pending acid attack cases
within four weeks.

“If the national capital can-
not handle such a situation,
then who will? This is such a
shame! This (the delay in crimi-
nal trial) is a mockery of the
system,” remarked a two-judge
bench of the apex court headed
by Chief Justice Surya Kant
and Justice Joymalya Bagchi
on Thursday.

The victim’s lawyer detailed
the 2009 attack on his client and
informed the Court that many
other similar cases were still
pending. “There are others who
are made to drink acid, and

ALSO IN TOP COURT

Ensure 30% quota
for women lawyers

The Supreme Court on
Thursday in its order asked the
Bar Council of India (BCl) to
ensure 30 per cent reservation
for women in the upcoming
state bar council elections. BCI
told the top court that
implementing such a
reservation would require
making amendments to the
Advocates Act.

they suffer equally. They are
made to eat food through the
food pipe.”

Hearing this, an outraged
CJI Kant asked whether the
trial against the person who at-
tacked the petitioner was still
pending. The lawyer replied
that the criminal trial is con-
tinuing before a Rohini court in
New Delhi.

The CJI observed that such

an extraordinary delay in con-
cluding the trial reflected a
shameful state of affairs. Sub-
sequently, in its order, the
Bench sought nationwide in-
formation about all pending tri-
als involving acid attack vic-
tims and listed the matter for
further hearing next week.

“Issue notice. We direct the
Registrar General of all High
Courts to furnish details of all
pending trials in matters con-
cerning acid attack victims,”
the Court said in its order.

During the hearing, Solicitor
General of India (SG) Tushar
Mehta, who was present in the
courtroom, concurred with the
Court’s concerns and said that
perpetrators should be dealt
with the same ruthlessness
they exhibited. No agency can
oppose this, he added.

The court asked the acid at-
tack survivor to file an applica-
tion. “Tell us why the trial has
not been completed since 2009.
We will take suo motu cogni-
zance,!” CJI Kant said.

‘No excessive power to EC in ONOE Bill’

PREETHA NAIR @ New Delhi

AT a meeting with the parlia-
mentary panel on ‘One nation,
one election’, the Law Commis-
sion said that the proposed
power to the Election Commis-
sion that seeks to lay a legal
framework to hold ‘simultane-
ous polls to the Lok Sabha and
state assemblies’ is not exces-
sive. However, the provision of
giving ‘unfettered power’ to the
EC in the proposed legislation
has come under criticism from
various quarters.

The law panel top brass
briefed the Joint Committee of
Parliament examining the Bills
on simultaneous elections to
the Lok Sabha and state assem-
blies. During the briefing,
members said the law panel
also noted that the Constitution
Amendment Bill does not re-
quire ratification by at least 50
per cent of the state assemblies
to come into force.

According to sources, Oppo-
sition MPs questioned the law
commission officials on the
constitutionality and adher-
ence to the federal spirit in the
Bill. The law commission offi-

Rahul’s remarks on foreign leaders ‘not true’

PREETHA NAIR @ New Delhi

LEADER of the Opposition in
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi on
Thursday alleged that the gov-
ernment tells visiting foreign
dignitaries not to meet the
Leader of the Opposition due to
its “insecurity”.

The remarks came hours be-
fore Russian President
Vladimir Putin arrived in Del-
hi. Putin is on a two-day visit to
India. Gandhi said it is a tradi-
tion that visiting foreign digni-
taries meet the LoP, but Prime
Minister Modi and the Minis-
try of External Affairs were
not following this norm.

“This used to happen during
Atal Bihari Vajpayee ji’s time
and Manmohan Singh ji’s time;
it has been a tradition, but what
happens these days is that when
foreign dignitaries come and
when I go abroad, the govern-

ment suggests to them to not
meet the LoP,” Gandhi said.
“We get the message that
they have been told that the
government has said ‘not to
meet you’,” he added.
Highlighting the importance
of such meetings, he said the
LoP gives another perspective.
We also represent India; only
the government does not repre-

‘6 meetings as LoP’

Though there was no official reply
from government, sources said
that MEA organises meetings for
the incoming dignitary with
government officials and
government bodies. It is up to the
visiting delegation to organise
meetings outside that, said the
source. The source also cited at
least six instances of Gandhi’s
meetings with visiting dignitaries
since he became the LoP in 2024.

sent India. Modi ji does not fol-
low these norm; the foreign
ministry does not follow this
norm,” Gandhi said without
naming Putin. Asked why the
government was doing so, he
said, “It is their insecurity.”
Congress general secretary
in charge of organisation K C
Venugopal said the LoP meet-
ing foreign dignitaries visiting

India is a time-tested democrat-
ic tradition so that India’s in-
ternational engagement is
deeper and more meaningful.

“But those who only wish to
speak their own Man ki Baat
clearly have no regard for these
traditions that serve as impor-
tant pillars of our foreign poli-
cy engagement,” Venugopal
said on X.

Though there was no official
response from the government,
sources said that MEA organ-
ises meetings for the incoming
dignitary with government of-
ficials and government bodies
during a visit. It is up to the vis-
iting delegation to organise
meetings outside the govern-
ment, said the source.

The source also cited at least
six instances of Gandhi’s meet-
ings with visiting dignitaries
since he became the Leader of
the Opposition on June 9, 2024.
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The Law Commission

of India told Joint
Parliamentary
Committee that the One
Nation, One Election
proposal aligns with
constitutional principles

affect it

anditdoesn’taffectthe | dominant quasi-
Basic Structureofthe | federal setup remains
Constitution | untouched by ONOE

cials briefed the committee
members but were not able to
give a satisfactory answer to
the questions, an opposition
MP said.

Another opposition MP said
during the meeting that elec-
tions at regular intervals pro-
vide a system of checks and
balances, as after the Lok Sab-

ONOE Bill does not

Constitution’s Basic

Affirms Parliament’s
power to enact ONOE
within Basic Structure

Voting is a statutory
right, so synchronising
elections does not

Bill’s limited
curtailment of House
tenures stays within
constitutional bounds

India’s union-

Emphasises House’s
explicit constitutional
authority to legislate
on all elections

State ratification isn’t
needed, it doesn’t
amend federal norms

Dismisses
constitutional
concerns, calling the
bill sound and legally
well-grounded

ECl already has wide
powers under Article
324, validating clauses
82A(3) and 82A(5)

Article 324’s “reservoir
of power” covers all
functions proposed in
the Bill

ha, the people can review their
choices in the assembly elec-
tions, but this would not be
there if simultaneous polls
happen. The MP said that vot-
ers are the basis of democracy
and elections at regular inter-
vals strengthen democracy.
According to an opinion ren-
dered by the law commission to

the joint panel, it has “not even
an iota of doubt” that the pro-
posed Article 82A(5) does not
suffer from excessive delega-
tion. Regarding the proposed
legislation’s impact on the ten-
ure of the House and state leg-
islative assemblies, the com-
mission argued that the bill
introduces only a limited and
rational curtailment, which
does not infringe the basic
structure in any manner.

The power conferred upon
the EC to recommend postpone-
ment of elections is neither ar-
bitrary nor unbounded; rather,
it flows naturally from the ple-
nary constitutional authority
that has been vested in the
EC under Article 324, the law
panel has said. The law panel
underlined that the proposed
amendment does not disturb
the basic structure of the Con-
stitution in any way. The com-
mission said federalism as en-
visaged and formulated in the
Indian Constitution is not that
of compartmentalisation of
different units; it is rather that
of weaving different units to-
gether with a strong centre as
the pivot.

Awareness drive to make India free
of child marriage by 2030 launched

KAVITA BAJELI-DATT @ New Delhi

TO reduce prevalence of child
marriages to 10% by 2026 and to
make India child marriage free
by 2030, a 100-day ‘intensive
awareness campaign for a child
marriage-free Bharat’ was
launched on Thursday by Wom-
en and Child Development
(WCD) Minister Annapurna
Devi. The campaign will focus
on targeted outreach each
month: beginning with schools
and colleges, followed by reli-
gious institutions and service
providers, and culminating
with local self-governments.
Speaking at the launch of the
intensive awareness campaign,
which will run till March 8, cel-
ebrated as International Wom-
en’s Day, Devi said, “Child mar-

riage snatches childhood away
from daughters and pushes
them towards early maternity
and unimaginable suffering.”
She stressed that the country
must adopt “zero tolerance” to-
wards child marriage and
urged states, civil society
groups, and community lead-
ers to unite with an “unwaver-
ing commitment” to eliminate
the practice.

She said though India has
made “historic progress,” far
more remains to be done. “Even
one child marriage is unaccept-
able for us,” she said. The min-
ister traced the journey from
the Sarda Act, 1929 to the Prohi-
bition of Child Marriage Act,
2006, noting that the legal
framework had become strong-
er over the decades, yet harm-
ful social norms persisted.
“Child marriage is not just a
violation of the law. It takes
away a daughter’s childhood
and pushes her towards early
maternity and unimaginable
suffering,”she said.

WCD Secretary, Anil Malik,
said that laws alone cannot
eradicate the practice, child
marriage “a crime against
humanity”.
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After JMM’s review call over Bihar rout, INDIA bloc signals unity @

Soren meets allies amid
buzz over change of guard

MUKESH RANJAN @ Ranchi

PUTTING an end to specula-
tion that Jharkhand’s political
equations might change in the
coming days, the INDIA bloc in
the state displayed unity dur-
ing a meeting of alliance part-
ners conducted by CM Hemant
Soren on Thursday.

The meeting, held ahead of
the Winter Session of Jharkhand
Assembly beginning December
5, was significant because ru-
mours had circulated after
Soren and his MLA wife, Kalpa-
na Soren, visited Delhi, claim-
ing they had allegedly met sen-
ior BJP leaders. These reports
suggested dissatisfaction with-
in the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM) over the performance of
its allies, the Congress and the
RJD, in the recent Bihar polls.

The concerns had intensi-
fied after the JMM’s decision
to withdraw from the 2025 Bi-
har elections, citing what it
called a “political conspiracy”
by its allies in Bihar. Days after
the Mahagathbandhan’s rout
in the polls, JMM general sec-
retary Vinod Pandey said that
it was time to review the alli-
ance “not only in Jharkhand,
but at the central level too.”

However, after the Thursday
meeting, sources said the coali-
tion is focused on governance
and the upcoming Assembly
session. All four ministers
from the Congress quota, along

INDIA
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Whispers of dissatisfaction within JMM grow loud

The meeting, held ahead of Winter Session of Jharkhand Assembly,
comes amid speculation about Soren and his MLA wife, Kalpana
Soren, visiting Delhi and claiming they had met senior BJP leaders.
These reports suggested dissatisfaction within the JMM over the
performance of its allies, the Congress and the RID, in the Bihar polls.

with Jharkhand in-charge K
Raju and state Congress presi-
dent Keshav Mahto Kamlesh,
attended the meeting.

“All the 16 MLAs will be
present during the Winter Ses-
sion of Jharkhand Assembly
and put the questions in the in-
terest of the people of the
state,” said State Congress
Chief Keshav Mahto. Finance
and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Radhakrishna
Kishore said the speculation
about a change in power had
been proven baseless.

He added, “Prime Minister
Narendra Modi recently stated
during the winter session of
Parliament that the Lok Sabha
is a place for delivery, not dra-
ma. BJP MLAs should also
keep this in mind.”

Agriculture Minister Shilpi
Neha Tirkey said they would
not allow the BJP narrative to
succeed. Health Minister Dr Ir-
nan Ansari said the BJP had
“noissues toraise” and had re-
sorted to drama. JMM minis-
ters and MLAS, however, avoid-
ed speaking to the media.

BOMB THREAT

Security agencies launched a search operation in Ajmer
on Thursday after the district administration received an
email threatening to blow up the Ajmer Sharif dargah

and the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant.
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TMC chief says BJP playing religious politics over SIR ahead of polls

No NRC, detention camps

SUBHENDU MAITI @ Kolkata

CONTINUING her attack on
the BJP over the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday said she would never
allow National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC) in the state.

“I will not allow NRC or de-
tention camps in Bengal. Even
if they slit my throat, no one
will be driven out. If anyone is
removed, we will bring them
back legally. Bengal will re-
main safe and inclusive,” Ban-
erjee said, while addressing an
anti-SIR rally in Behrampore
of minority-majority district
Murshidabad district.

The TMC chief claimed that
NRC was the real intent be-
hind the SIR. She alleged that
the EC pushed the SIR to cre-
ate panic, claiming that had
her government blocked the
exercise, the Centre would
have imposed President’s Rule
in the state. She said the state
was “not foolish enough to
walk into the trap” and urged
people not to fear the enumer-
ation exercise but to simply
file their documents.

“The BJP is indulging in re-
ligious politics over SIR ahead
of assembly elections. More
than half of those who died in
SIR-related incidents were Hin-
dus. Don’t cut the very branch
you are sitting on,” she said.

in Bengal: Didi ups ante

[
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TMC suspends MLA Kabir firm on ‘Babri masjid’

The TMC on Thursday suspended its MLA Humayun Kabir, who is firm
on his proposal to build a mosque modelled on Babri Masjid in
Murshidabad. “Humayun Kabir has been suspended from the party for
communal politics,” state minister Firhad Hakim said. After the
action, Kabir said, “I will resign from the party on Friday and float a
new political platform to fight against the communal forces.”

Her remarks came a day after
she accused Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah of “orchestrat-
ing” SIR to unsettle voters and
“capture Bengal by trickery”.
Turning to the Waqgf contro-
versy, Banerjee said, “For days,
some miscreants have been
spreading lies about waqf prop-
erties. Nothing has been reclas-
sified. Not one Waqf property
will be taken away.” Clarifying
that data of nearly 82,000 waqf
properties already existed on
the Centre’s portal, she said,
“We passed a resolution in the

Assembly that Waqf properties
cannot be taken forcefully. Mu-
tawallis (custodians of waqf
property) will upload the docu-
ments and give them to the
state. There is nothing to fear.”

Her comments came amid
renewed heat after the state
government instructed dis-
trict magistrates to upload
Waqf data to the Centre’s
UMEED portal by the Decem-
ber 6 deadline, a move critics
say signals a climbdown from
her earlier opposition to the
amended Wagqgf Act.

HC grants bail to former
DU prof Hany Babu in
Bhima Koregaon case

SUDHIR SURYAWANSHI @ Mumbai

THE Bombay High Court on
Thursday granted bail to
former Delhi University profes-
sor Hany Babu, an accused in
the 2018 Bhima Koregaon-Elgar
Parishad case, on the grounds
of incarceration of over five
years without trial. A division
bench of Justices A S Gadkari
and R R Bhonsale ordered re-
lease of Babu on furnishing a
personal bond of %1 lakh with
sureties of the same amount.
The NIA urged the HC to stay
the order so that an appeal could
be filed in the Supreme Court
but it was rejected citing the
length of time Babu, 59, had
spent behind bars and also that
the trial was “not likely to com-
plete soon”. The NIA had arrest-
ed Babu, a resident of Gautam
Buddha Nagar in UP, in July
2020. He has since been lodged
in Taloja prison. Babu’s counsel
Yug Mohit Chaudhary argued
for bail on the basis that charges
have yet to be framed and a dis-
charge application is still pend-
ing before the trial court. Chaud-
hry had said eight co-accused
were released on bail by the Su-
preme Court or the HC, so Babu

Three still in jail

The Elgar Parishad case has seen
the arrest of 16 people accused of
furthering the cause of the
banned CPI (Maoist). Lawyer
Surendra Gadling and cultural
activists Sagar Gorkhe and
Ramesh Gaichor are among those
yet to secure bail in the case.

was also entitled to seek bail on
the ground of prolonged incar-
ceration without trial.

The NIA has accused Babu of
being a co-conspirator in prop-
agating Maoist activities. The
case relates to inciting people
and giving provocative speech-
es during an Elgar Parishad
event organised by the Kabir
Kala Manch at Shaniwarwada
in Pune on December 31, 2017.

Bodies of 6 more  Bipan warns of existential
crisis, tribes flag illegal influx

Maoists found
after encounter

EJAZ KAISER @ Raipur

SECURITY forces engaged in
anti-Maoist operations along
the Bijapur-Dantewada inter-
district border have recovered
the bodies of six more Maoist
cadres, taking the toll of Naxal-
ites Kkilled in the gunfight to 18.
Three personnel of the Dis-
trict Reserve Guard, a unit of
the state police, were also Kkilled
in the encounter, which took
place on Wednesday. Following
a prolonged intermittent ex-
change of fire that lasted for
around 12 hours, bodies of 12
Naxalites were recovered till
late Wednesday evening, Bastar
Range IGP Sundarraj Pattilin-
gam said. Six more bodies were
found till Thursday morning
during a search in the area.
“The bodies of 18 Maoists, in-
cluding nine female cadres, and
huge quantities of weapons &
explosive materials were recov-
ered by forces during the search
operation,” Pattilingam said,
adding that it was a decisive
breakthrough. Owing to strong
coordination among the police,
paramilitary security forces
and various stakeholders, the
anti-Maoist operations in the
region have become even more
effective, the IG added.

Raj govt replaces jail term for minor
violations with monetary penalties

RAJESH ASNANI @ Jaipur

THE Rajasthan Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the Rajas-
than Jan Vishwas Ordinance, a
major reform aimed at reduc-
ing litigation and promoting
greater “ease of living” and
“ease of doing business” in the
state. Modelled on the Centre’s
Jan Vishwas (Amendment of
Provisions) Act, 2023, the ordi-
nance seeks to replace jail
terms with monetary penalties
for minor or technical viola-
tions under 11 state laws.
According to Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Jogaram Patel,
the measure is designed to ease
compliance, curb unnecessary
criminal proceedings, and fos-
ter trust among citizens, busi-
nesses, and regulatory authori-
ties. The Cabinet also cleared
the Rajasthan Public Trust
(Amendment of Provisions) Or-
dinance, 2025, which forms a
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CABINET SOPS

Under the Industrial Units
Act, minor procedural lapses
will not attract jail terms

i —

Instead, financial penalties
will be imposed

It reduces fear of inspector
raj, offering relief to MSMEs

Similar changes introduced
in Jaipur Water Supply &
Sewerage Board Act

key part of these reforms.
Significant amendments in-

clude changes to the Forest Act,

where the earlier provision of

imprisonment for grazing cattle
on forest land has been removed.
Only fines and compensation for
damage will now apply, a move
the government says will par-
ticularly benefit tribal and rural
communities that often face
criminal charges for uninten-
tional entry into forest areas.

Under the Industrial Units
Act, minor procedural lapses—
such as failing to produce docu-
ments during inspections—will
no longer attract jail terms. In-
stead, financial penalties will
be imposed, offering relief to
MSMESs and reducing the fear
of an inspector raj. Similar
changes have been introduced
in the Jaipur Water Supply and
Sewerage Board Act, where of-
fences such as water wastage
or unauthorised connections
will now only lead to fines.
Faster resolution of cases will
minimise business disruptions
and enhance compliance.

PRASANTA MAZUMDAR @ Guwahati

FORMER Manipur CM N Biren
Singh has warned of an exis-
tential crisis for the state, high-
lighting the destruction of for-
ests for poppy plantations. He
shared a video on X, showing
purported poppy plantations in
Kuki-majority Kangpokpi.

“This video recorded today
(Wednesday) shows why recur-
rent floods have taken place in
the state. The footage shows pop-
py plantation at Kolten and Selsi
Hill Ranges of IT-Road under T
Waichong Sub-division in Kang-
pokpi district,” he posted. “All
our forest(s) have been destroyed
while we are trying to pull each
other down. None of our leaders
has spoken out against such
wide-scale devastation,” he said.
He asked why forest department
officials did not take action.

The Joint Tribes Council Ma-
nipur (JTCM) on Thursday pe-
titioned PM Narendra Modi,
drawing his attention to the un-
checked illegal migration and
its far-reaching consequences
on the indigenous population,
social security, and demograph-
ic balance of Manipur.

“In recent years, Manipur
has witnessed a growing influx

Ukhand highly

NARENDRA SETHI @ Dehradun

THE Bureau of Indian Stand-
ards (BIS) has issued a new
seismic map, placing the entire
Uttarakhand, including its
plains and mountainous re-
gions, into Seismic Zone 6—the
highest category for earth-
quake vulnerability:

This drastic revision super-
sedes the previous classifica-
tion, which had divided the
state between Zone 4 and Zone
5. The new classification sig-
nals that any future seismic
event could cause uniform,
high-level damage across all
parts of Uttarakhand.

The shift mandates a com-
plete overhaul of infrastruc-
ture development policies, as
the state must now adhere to
stringent, unified building
codes. An officer familiar with
the development strategy said,
“The implication of being
placed entirely in Zone 6 is that
infrastructure damage, should
an earthquake strike, will be
uniform across every region.”

POPPY CULTIVATION ROW

Former Manipur CM N Biren Singh warns of an
existential crisis, linking recurrent floods to large-
scale forest destruction for poppy cultivation

Singh has shared a video of purported poppy
plantations in Kangpokpi, alleging armed militant
involvement and inaction by forest officials

He cautioned that continued
deforestation and illicit activities
could push the state toward
ecological and social collapse

JTCM links new settlements along
highways to deforestation and

says they are protected by
militant groups

"

of illegal migrants from war-
torn Myanmar and from Indian
states where NRC exercise is
being implemented. This con-
tinuous inflow has strained lo-
cal resources and now poses a
serious threat to cultural iden-
tity, economic stability, and tra-
ditional livelihoods of native
indigenous communities in
Manipur,” the JTCM said in a
memorandum submitted to
Modi through the governor.
The JTCM is a conglomerate
of Liangmai Naga Council,

BIS has This new map
reclassified all of = replaces the
Uttarakhand into = earlier split

Seismic Zone 6, between Zones

the highest 4 and 5, implying
earthquake- uniformly high
vulnerability seismic risk
category statewide

Previously, the older building
bylaws offered slight conces-
sions for development in areas
classified under Zone 4. With
the entire state now under the
most severe classification,
building codes must be stand-
ardised to withstand the high-
est seismic risks, potentially up
to magnitude 8.

This presents a formidable
financial challenge for Uttara-

THE JOINT
TRIBES
COUNCIL
MANIPUR
(JTCM)
PETITIONED PM
MODI ABOUT
UNCHECKED
ILLEGAL
MIGRATION
AFFECTING
MANIPUR’S
DEMOGRAPHIC
BALANCE AND
INDIGENOUS
COMMUNITIES

Rongmei Naga Council, Zeme
Naga Council and Inpui Naga
Union. It claimed that the situ-
ation was critical along the ma-
jor highways. “Many of these
settlements have links to mass
deforestations for illicit activi-
ty — large-scale poppy cultiva-
tion. Several militant groups
are known to protect these vil-
lages,” the JTCM alleged.

The JTCM claimed that there
had been a consistent increase
in Manipur’s Kuki population
between 1951 and 2011.

The shift Officials warn
requires a that earthquake
complete damage could
overhaul of now be
infrastructure uniformly
policies and severe across
unified, stringent ' plains and
building codes mountains

khand, which already operates
under constrained economic
resources. Developing infra-
structure—including roads,
bridges, government offices,
and schools—to withstand such
powerful tremors will require
significant capital investment.

State Disaster Management
Secretary, Vinod Kumar Suman,
confirmed the gravity of the sit-
uation. “In the older map, parts
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Ex-gratia revised for L&0O
disturbances’ victims

The J&K government has issued a
fresh framework for relief under to
victims of law & order disturbances.
The revised compensation covers
magistrates, police personnel, CAPF
jawans, defence forces personnel,
government employees, civilians and
others who may suffer death,
disability or property loss arising out
of conflict-related incidents. For
magistrates, police personnel
including SPOs, the relief has been
fixed at ¥2 lakh and 5 lakh,
respectively, while Z2 lakh will be
granted to NOKs of ex-servicemen.
While non-domiciles CAPF personnel
are entitled to ¥5 lakh upon death,
J&K domiciles who die either within
or outside UT are to get ¥25 lakh.

HC relief: PDP MLA can
travel outside J&K

The J&K HC has allowed PDP MLA
Waheed-ur-Rehman Parra, who is
facing trial under UAPA, to travel
outside the UT and within the
country without the trial court’s
permission. A division bench passed
the order on an application moved
by the MLA seeking relaxation of
condition of 2022 bail order, which
required him not to leave J&K
without prior approval of the trial
court. He has been asked to inform
about his location and purpose of
visit to the trial court. Para was
arrested by NIA on Nov 25,2020, ina
terror funding case. He was granted
bail by NIA court in Jan 2021 but
re-arrested by Counter Intelligence
(Kashmir) unit of J&K Police.

Two master craftsmen
win national award

Two master craftsmen of Kashmir
have won the National Award in the
handicraft category, as announced
by the Union Ministry of Textiles.
Manzoor Ahmad Khan and Khawaja
Nazir Ali, both residents of Srinagar,
shall be conferred with the award by
the President for excellence in the
field of hand-knotted carpet
weaving and sozni embroidery in
New Delhi on December 9. Each
awards come with a citationand a
cash prize of ¥2 lakh cheque. Khan is
a renowned weaver of hand-knotted
carpet and recently won first prize in
the UT Awards for 2024. Ali has also
distinguished himself in the field of
sozni embroidery, earning him the

prestigious National Award.

vulnerable, says new seismic map

of Uttarakhand were in Zone 4
and some in Zone 5. The newly
issued map places the entire
state in Zone 6, making the state
significantly more vulnerable to
earthquakes and disasters.”
Suman emphasised the im-
mediate steps required. “This
involves amending the Building
Bylaws. The Housing Depart-
ment and the Central Building
Research Institute (CBRI) in
Roorkee will collaborate on
this. We also need to focus on
public training and awareness
regarding protective measures
and structural design.”
Housing Department Princi-
pal Secretary R Meenakshi
Sundaram clarified the exist-
ing regulations, noting that
even under the older norms,
earthquake-resistant technol-
ogy was mandatory based on
location, not just height. “Peo-
ple often incorrectly associate
sensitivity only with multi-sto-
ry buildings. If you are in a sen-
sitive zone, you must build
earthquake-resistant struc-
tures,” Sundaram stated.

epaper.newindtan“s.mm .




THE NEW

o IN! )I ;\ :\'
EXPRESS

TIRUPATI

09

WORI.D

FRIDAY ()5,12.2025

o Ll milion

g =

Key differences remain on borders and how Ukraine will be shielded from future attacks

UK sanctions GRU
over Salisbury attack

LONDON: Britain on Thursday
sanctioned Russia’s Main
Directorate of the General Staff of
the Russian Armed Forces (GRU)
and summoned Moscow’s
ambassador after an inquiry
blamed Vladimir Putin for the
2018 nerve agent attack in
Salisbury. Former spy Sergei
Skripal and his daughter were
poisoned with Novichok and
survived, but British citizen Dawn
Sturgess later died after exposure
from a discarded perfume bottle.
The inquiry said the operation was
authorised at the highest level.
Russia denied involvement and
dismissed Skripal as irrelevant.

UK, Norway step up
naval defence

LONDON: Britain and Norway will
launch joint naval patrols to
protect undersea cables from
Russia, the UK said on Thursday,
after Prime Minister Keir Starmer
and Norwegian counterpart Jonas
Gahr Store held defence talks. A
combined fleet of 13 warships will
hunt Russian submarines and
guard critical North Atlantic
infrastructure. The move follows
Norway’s £10-billion frigate deal
with Britain. The agreement was
signed in London as leaders
prepared to visit RAF
Lossiemouth in Scotland, where
crews track rising Russian naval
activity closely.

MOSCOW

RUSSIAN President Vladimir
Putin says some proposals in a
US plan to end the war in
Ukraine are unacceptable to
the Kremlin, indicating in com-
ments published Thursday that
any deal is still some ways off.
US President Donald Trump
has set in motion the most in-
tense diplomatic push to stop
the fighting since Russia
launched the full-scale invasion
of its neighbor nearly four
years ago. But the effort has
once again run into demands
that are hard to reconcile, espe-
cially over whether Ukraine
must give up land to Russia and
how it can be kept safe from any
future aggression by Moscow.
Trump’s special envoy, Steve
Witkoff, and son-in-law Jared
Kushner, are set to meet with
Ukraine’s lead negotiator,
Rustem Umerov, later Thursday
in Miami for further talks, ac-
cording to a senior Trump ad-
ministration official who wasn’t
authorised to comment publicly
and spoke on condition of ano-
nymity. Putin said his five-hour
talks Tuesday in the Kremlin
with Witkoff and Kushner were
“necessary” and ‘“useful,” but
also “difficult work,” and some
proposals were unacceptable.
Putin spoke to the India To-
day TV channel before he land-
ed Thursday in New Delhi for a
state visit. Ahead of the broad-
cast of the full interview, Rus-
sian state news agencies Tass

Thai hostage’s body
returned from Gaza
under ceasefire deal

JERUSALEM

Remains that militants in Gaza
handed to Israel as part of the
first phase of the ceasefire deal
were those of a Thai agricul-
tural worker, Israeli and Thai
officials said Thursday. The re-
turn of Sudthisak Rinthalak’s
remains leaves just one more
hostage to be returned under
the agreement.

Sudthisak was an agricultur-
al worker who had been em-
ployed at Kibbutz Be’eri, one of
the hardest-hit communities in
the attack. Israeli officials said
the 42-year-old was Kkilled on
Oct. 7, 2023, during the Hamas-
led attack in Israel that trig-
gered the Israel-Hamas war
and that his body was taken by
the militant group Islamic Ji-
had. He was officially declared
dead on May 16, 2024.

Sudthisak’s remains were re-
turned Wednesday, a day after
militants handed over remains
that didn’t match either of the
last two hostages.

Thai Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Nikorndej Bal-
ankura said Sudthisak’s family
has been notified and thanked
the Israeli government for as-
sistance that led to the release
of all 31 Thai hostages taken at
the start of the war. Of those, 28
were returned alive and three
dead. Thais were the largest
group of foreigners to be held
in captivity. The Thai Foreign
Ministry has said in addition to
the hostages, 46 Thais have
been killed during the war.

Israeli Ran Gvili is now the
last hostage whose remains
have yet to be returned. Gvili
was an Israeli police officer

A ‘frozen’

CAPE TOWN

FOR 35 years, American zoolo-
gist Laurie Marker has been
collecting and storing speci-
mens in a cheetah sperm bank
in Namibia, hoping conserva-
tionists never have to use
them. But she worries that the
world’s fastest land animal
might be on the brink of ex-
tinction one day and need arti-
ficial reproduction to save it.
Marker says the sperm bank

sperm bank

- e

|
= —
Sudthisak Rinthalak, an agricultural
worker from Thailand who was
abducted and brought to Gaza | ap
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who helped people escape from
the Nova music festival during
the Oct. 7 attack and was killed
fighting at another location.
Since the October 10 start of
the ceasefire, 20 living hostages
and the remains of 27 others
have been returned to Israel.

JORDAN

The heavily-bombed city of Myrnohrad in eastern Ukraine’s Donetsk region | ap

and RIA Novosti quoted some
of his remarks in it.

Tass quoted Putin as saying
that in Tuesday’s talks, the sides
“had to go through each point”
of the US peace proposal, “which
is why it took solong.” “This was
anecessary conversation, a very
concrete one,” he said, with pro-
visions that Moscow was ready
to discuss, while others “we can’t
agree to.” Trump said Wednes-
day that Witkoff and Kushner
came away from their marathon
session confident that he wants
to find an end to the war.

“Their impression was very
strongly that he’d like to make
adeal,” he added. Putin refused
to elaborate on what Russia
could accept or reject, and none
of the other officials involved
offered details of the talks.

“I think it is premature. Be-
cause it could simply disrupt
the working regime” of the
peace effort, Tass quoted Putin
as saying. European leaders, left
on the sidelines by Washington
as US officials engage directly
with Moscow and Kyiv, have ac-
cused Putin of feigning interest
in Trump’s peace drive.

The Kherson Thermal Pow-
er Plant, which provides heat
for over 40,000 residents, shut
down Thursday after Russia
pounded it with drones and ar-
tillery for several days, he said.
Authorities planned emergen-
cy meetings to find alternate
sources of heating, he said.
Until then, tents were erected
across the city where residents
could warm up and charge
electronic devices. AP

fine for porn company over
UK age-check failures

Putinflags ‘unacceptable’termsin  KHALEDA ZIATOBE

US planamid renewed bidtoendwar LOWN 1O LONDON

FOR TREATMENT

DHAKA

A medical board looking af-
ter critically ill former Bang-
ladesh prime minister Kha-
leda Zia on Thursday decided
to send her to London for ad-
vanced treatment, her per-
sonal physician AZM Zahid
Hossain said.

Zia, the 80-year-old Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party (BNP)
chairperson, will be flown in
an air ambulance late after
midnight or early Friday to
London, where her
elder son and acting
BNP chief Tarique
Rahman lives. After
she developed a
chest infection that
affected both her
heart and lungs, Zia
was admitted to a

private hospital here accompany Zia to
on November 23 and London. The others
four days later, shift- Khaleda Zia include a party lead-
ed to the coronary er and Zia’s adviser
care unit (CCU) after Enamul Haque Chow-
several of her health compli- dhury, two agents of the elite
cations worsened. Special Security Force (SSF)

“The medical board has
unanimously decided that
she will be taken to London
via the Qatar Royal Air Am-
bulance, either after mid-
night tonight or early tomor-
row morning,” Hossain told
reporters during a briefing
outside the hospital.

Hossain, who is also a
member of BNP’s policy
making standing committee,
however, did not explicitly
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comment on Zia’s current
health condition.

During the last such brief-
ing on Tuesday, he said Zia
was responding to the treat-
ment. Hossain’s briefing con-
firmed earlier media reports
that Zia’s family was prepar-
ing to transfer her to London
while adding that the decision
for her urgent transfer was
made by the extended medical
board incorporating the re-
cently arrived specialist teams
from China and the United
Kingdom. The BNP
also issued a list say-
ing 14 people, one of
them being Syeda
Shameela Rahman,
wife of Zia’s deceased
younger son Arafat
Rahman and six be-
ing doctors, who will

provided by Muhammad Yu-
nus’ interim government and
her personal aides.

Qatar had already offered
to provide the air ambulance
for Zia for taking her to Lon-
don even as two military and
air force helicopters on Thurs-
day staged landing tests at the
rooftop of the hospital, where
she is admitted. She is likely
to be flown from hospital to
the airport by helicopter. PTT

China, France pledge more cooperation on Kyiv, trade

BEIJING

THE China and France pledged
deeper cooperation on global
issues like the war in Ukraine
and trade, as France prepares
to take on the presidency of the
Group of Seven next year.
French President Emmanuel
Macron met with China’s Xi
Jinping on Thursday morning
as part of a three-day state visit
focusing on trade and diploma-
cy. The French leader is seek-
ing to involve Beijing in pres-
suring Russia toward a
ceasefire with Ukraine after a
recent burst of diplomacy
around a US-led peace plan.
“We are facing the risk of the
disintegration of the interna-

| INDONESIA ey

SEA WALL
WORKS TO
RESUME IN 2026

The provincial
government has set aside
funds to resume work on
the giant coastal
protection project in
2026, covering new
sections in Pluit, Muara
Angke and Kali Lencong,
the governor said. By next
year, 11.8 km of the
planned 28.2-km wall will
have been completed,
with another 1.2 km
targeted this year and
next. Authorities said
progress on sections
handled by the central
government is urgent. A
key embankment finished
earlier cost Rp52 billion.
The project aims to curb
tidal flooding and protect
low-lying coastal districts
from rising sea levels.

tional order that brought peace
to the world for decades, and in
this context, the dialogue be-
tween China and France is even
more essential than ever,” Ma-
cron said Thursday.

“I hope that China will join
our call, our efforts to achieve,
as soon as possible, at the very
least a ceasefire in the form of
amoratorium on strikes target-
ing critical infrastructure,” he
said. Xi did not say respond to
France’s call, but said that
“China supports all efforts that
work towards peace” and called
for a peace deal that all parties
will accept. China has provided
strong diplomatic support to
Russia since its invasion of
Ukraine and has also extended

ASIA MATTERS

MALAYSIA

PARLIAMENT WRAPS
35-DAY SESSION

Parliament ended its 35-day sitting
on Thursday after passing 15 Bills,
including the 2026 Budget. The
Speaker said lawmakers also
approved an Auditor General’s
report motion and two ministry
motions. The session featured
multiple briefings and outreach
programmes, with more public
engagement planned next year.

France’s President Emmanuel Macron
and China’s President Xi Jinping walk
during a state visit at the Great Hall of
the People in Beijing | ap

an economic lifeline through
increased trade. Xi also an-
nounced that China will pro-
vide $100 million to help Gaza’s
ongoing humanitarian crisis
and to support the territory’s

— THAILAND

ARMY FLAGS
NEW LANDMINE
PLANTING

Cambodian forces were
accused on Thursday of
planting newly
manufactured PMN-2 anti-
personnel landmines along
the border after military
investigators said they
matched training footage
with images taken at the
site. Photographs,
uniforms, equipment and
identifying marks linked
the soldiers in June drills to
those burying mines. The
army said the weapons
violate the Ottawa
Convention banning their
use and deployment. It
warned the fresh planting
endangers lives and urged
Cambodia to halt the
activity, allow joint
inspections and brief the
international community.
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at the Cheetah Conservation
Fund she founded in the south-
ern African nation is a “frozen
zoo” of cheetahs she’s been
building since 1990. It would be
utilized in a worst-case scenario
for the big cats, whose numbers
have dropped alarmingly in the
wild over the last 50 years.
“You don’t do anything with
it unless until it’s needed,”
Marker, one of the foremost ex-
perts on cheetahs, told The As-
sociated Press from her research

a mound in the savannah of the Maasai
Mara, Kenya | ap

center near the Namibian city
of Otjiwarongo. “And we never
want to get to that point.”
Conservationists mark World
Cheetah Day on Thursday with
less than 7,000 of them left in
the wild, similar numbers to
the critically endangered black
rhino. There are only around 33
populations of cheetahs spread
out in pockets mainly across
Africa, with most of those pop-
ulations having less than 100
animals, Marker said.

of hope in the race to save cheetahs

Like so many species, the
sleek cats that can run at speeds
of 70 miles per hour are in dan-
ger from habitat loss, human-
wildlife conflict and the illegal
animal trade. Their shrinking,
isolated groups are also nar-
rowing the gene pool, hurting
reproduction rates.

Globally, cheetah numbers in
the wild have dropped by 80%
in the last half-century and
they’ve been pushed out of 90%
of their historical range. AP

recovery and reconstruction.

Xi called for building greater
political trust with France by
showing each other support
while demonstrating each
side’s “independence.”

“No matter how the external
environment changes, both
sides as major powers should
always demonstrate independ-
ence and strategic vision, show
mutual understanding and mu-
tual support for each other on
core matters and major critical
issues,” he said.

“China and France should
demonstrate their sense of re-
sponsibility, raise high the ban-
ner of multilateralism ... and
firmly stand on the right side
of history,” he added. AP
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Admiral briefs
Congress on
fiat to kill drug
boat survivors

WASHINGTON

THE Navy admiral who re-
portedly issued orders for the
US military to fire upon survi-
vors of an attack on an alleged
drug boat arrived on Capitol
Hill for a classified briefing
Thursday with top congres-
sional lawmakers overseeing
national security.

Joining Adm Frank “Mitch”
Bradley for the closed-door
meeting was Gen. Dan Caine,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. The information the Pen-
tagon is expected to provide
comes at a potentially crucial
moment in the unfolding con-
gressional investigation into
how Defense Secretary Pete He-
gseth handled the military op-
eration in international waters
near Venezuela. There are
mounting questions over
whether the strike may have
violated the law.

Lawmakers are seeking a full
accounting of the strikes after
The Washington Post reported
that Bradley on September 2 or-
dered an attack on two survi-
vors to comply with Hegseth’s
directive to “kill everybody.” Le-
gal experts say the attack
amounts to a crime if the survi-
vors were targeted, and lawmak-
ers on both sides of the aisle are
demanding accountability:

The briefing in secure facility
at the Capitol is with congres-
sional leaders, including the Re-
publican chairs and ranking
Democrats of the House and
Senate Armed Services com-
mittees, and separately to the
GOP chairman and Democratic
vice chairman of the Senate In-
telligence Committee. AP

EXPRESS READ

Pak opens crossings
for Afghan UN aid

PESHSWAR: Pakistan will allow
the United Nations to send relief
supplies to Afghanistan through
the Chaman and Torkham border
crossings, closed for nearly two
months, an official said Thursday.
Only UN cargo will be allowed, not
trade or travel. Initial shipments
will include food and medicines.
The crossings were shut after
cross-border attacks in October.
Though a Qatar-brokered
ceasefire holds, talks have stalled,
and both sides blame each other
today publicly.

Asia flood death toll hits 1K

PADANG

THE death toll from last week’s
catastrophic floods and land-
slides in parts of Asia surged
past 1,500 on Thursday as rescue
teams raced to reach survivors
isolated by the disaster with
hundreds of people still unac-
counted for across the region.
The latest figure came as me-

teorologists warned of renewed
rainfall across North Sumatra,
West Sumatra, and Aceh in com-
ing days, sparking fears of dev-
astation in areas reeling under
floods.

Tragedy was compounded by
warnings, decades of deforesta-
tion by unchecked development,
mining palm plantations may
worsened devastation AP

ST

tender will be dt. 15/12/2025.
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‘g8 NASHIK MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, NASHIK
E-Tender Cell Department

Notice No. 42 (Year 2025-26)
MNashik Municipal Corporation, Nashik E-Tender Cell
(PWD Work Department) vide E-Tender Notice Na. 42 (Year
2025-28) invites bids for 29 works which will be displayed onh
the website www.mahatenders.gov.in. from dt. 06/12/2025
to 15/12/2025 up to 3.00 pm. Last date for acceptance of

Note - All further necessary notices/clarifications will be
published on the anline website.

R i el sl Nashik Municipal Corporation

Sdl-
Executive Engineer
E-Tender Cell

Class of Contractor:-

Circle (R&B), Balasore

will be available on ONLINE mode only.

0IPR- 34026/11/0022/2526

S
WORKS DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,
EASTERN CIRCLE (R&B), BALASORE
e-mail: - seec_bls@rediffmail.com
Government of Odisha

e" Procurement Notice
Bid Identification No.CCEEC -12/2025-26
No: 5541 / Dt: 26.11.2025

B-719
Nature of work:- Building Works.
Number of works:- 2 Nos Building.

Amount put to Tender:- Rs. 158.93 lakh to 181.38 lakh

“B” & “A” Class.

Date & Time of availability of bid document in the portal:- Dt. 05.12.2025 at 10:00 AM
Last Date / Time of receipt of bid in the portal:- Dt. 19.12.2025 up to 05:00 PM
Date of opening of bid:- Dt.20.12.2025 at 11:00 AM

Name & address of the Office inviting bid:- Chief Construction Engineer, Eastern

The bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be seen
from the e-procurement portal “http//tendersodisha.gov.in.” All future corrigendum

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer,
Eastern Circle (R&B) Balasore
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Over half 0 '
500 stocks trade
below peak levels

ARSHAD KHAN @ New Delhi

MORE than half of the compa-
nies in the NSE 500 index are
currently trading at least 30%
below their all-time peak levels,
with many stocks continuing to
hit fresh lows. This occurs even
as the benchmark indices —
the BSE Sensex and NSE Nif-
ty50 — reached record highs in
recent sessions. According to
market experts, the
rally in the market is
primarily led by select
bluechips while the
overall sentiment, es-
pecially in the small-
cap segment, remains
muted.

“There isn’t one sin-
gle trigger behind this
fall. A combination of
sector-wise cyclical
moves, profit-booking,
the ongoing US-India
tariff tensions, and a
weakening rupee has
contributed to the
pressure, despite the
Nifty benchmark it-
self hitting new
highs,” said Kkunal V.
Parar, Vice-President
of Technical Research and
Algo, Choice Broking. He ad-
vised that at current levels, in-
vestors should shift their focus
toward value buying, where
there is better visibility and a
sense of capital safety.

As per an analysis of NSE
500 stocks, there are a handful
of stocks that have fallen more
than half from their 52-week
highs. Stocks like Ola Electric,

ASG Eye Hosp
to invest 32k cr

to open 600
clinics by 2030

BENN KOCHUVEEDAN @ Mumbai

INDIA'S leading superspeciali-
ty eyecare chain ASG Eye Hos-
pital has targeted to invest
Z2,000 crore to increase its foot-
print from 200 clinics to 600
clinics by 2030.

The hospital chain is already
planning to raise %1,000-crore
funds through IPO in the next
12-18 months.

The city-based hospital chain
was founded by Dr Arun Sing-
hvi a former MD with the
AIIMS, New Delhi, 20 years ago.
It is backed by private equity
firms General Atlantic and
Kedaara which had together
put in $188 million in July 2022
and Foundation Holdings .

The hospital chain’s first in-
vestor was Sequea Capital in
2013, which had invested %40
crore annd exited in 2019. These
equity firms have 70% stakes in
the chain.

The remaining 30% is held
by him and has no plans to di-
lute further.

“Our plan is to reach every
district in the country by 2030.
Currently we are present in 175
full-feldged clinics in 75 cities
across 24 states. By next March,
we should be operating 220 clin-
ics and by 2030 we should have
600-700 clinics or presence in all
the districts,” MD and CEO Dr
Arun Singhvi said here on
Thursday.

On the revenue side, he said
they are likely to close the cur-
rent fiscal with %1,500 crore in
topline, up from 1,142 crore in
the past fiscal.

The company which follows
a partnership model with other
standalone clinics or doctors,
has been profitable for many
years now and has a cash bal-
ance of %400 crore, he said.

Investors should
shift their focus
toward value
buying, where
there is better
visibility and a
capital safety

Kkunal V. Parar
of Choice Broking

TARIL, Isolation Energy, ZEN-
TEC and PGEL have taken a big
beating in the last 1 year.
Analysis of market activity
indicates that small-cap stocks
are facing the highest selling
pressure among segments.
While the benchmark Nifty50
and the Nifty Midcap 100 both
reached new record highs ear-
lier this week, the Nifty Small-
cap 100 continues to lag signifi-
cantly. In 2025, the
small-cap index re-
mains down by more
than 6% and is still
over 10% below its pre-
vious all-time high of
19,761 Prar of Choice
Broking said that the
coming year is expect-
ed to stay highly vola-
tile, with the Union
Budget in February,
four key state elec-
tions, and global un-
certainty around the
tariff dispute likely to
influence sentiment.
“These factors may
create phases of weak-
ness, but investors can
use this volatility to
accumulate quality
stocks — only where long-term
fundamentals remain strong. It
is better to stay away from com-
panies with poor financials or
unclear visibility, rather than
getting trapped in long periods
of underperformance and los-
ing opportunity cost,” he add-
ed. Despite the downturn, the
NSE 500 pack is showing signs
of a revival on hopes of better
earnings by mid-cap stocks.
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RBI’s balancing act ahead of MPC

With rupee on a free fall, experts feel MPC may prioritise currency stability over growth

BENN KOCHUVEEDAN @ Mumbai

THE Reserve Bank of India’s
monetary policy announce-
ment on Friday is shaping up to
be the toughest test yet for Gov-
ernor Sanjay Malhotra in his
first year at the helm. The MPC
under him is navigating a rare
trilemma: robust economic
growth, a sharply weakening
rupee, and inflation at multi-
decade lows — conditions that
ordinarily would have pointed
to further monetary easing.

Complicating the policy cal-
culus further is the unusually
wide gap between the overnight
repo rate and benchmark 10-
year bond yields — now at 100-
110 basis points, the highest
ever — signalling tight liquidi-
ty conditions.

Despite this, many econo-
mists argue there is still room
for a 25 bps repo rate cut, after
the RBI reduced rates by 100
bps between February and
June to 5.5%. But fund manag-
ers and currency experts warn
that any such move could wors-
en the rupee’s slide, which has
fallen over 5.5% this fiscal.

On Thursday, the rupee hit a

¥e =k s

‘RBI intervention to rupee’s swift fall’

LKP Securities’ Jateen Trivedi said muted RBI intervention has contri-
buted to the rupee’s swift fall. Markets now await policy cues on
whether the RBI is prepared to step in more decisively. Governor
Malhotra has repeatedly stated that the RBI does not defend a
particular rupee levelvolatility. He recently remarked that the currency’s
weakness reflects “natural market dynamics”

fresh low of 90.49 against the
dollar before clawing back to
89.92, helped by reported RBI
intervention. The currency has
now weakened for six straight
sessions. The rupee’s perform-
ance stands out for the wrong
reasons: it is currently the

worst-performing Asian cur-
rency, and the third-weakest
among emerging markets, be-
hind the Argentine peso
(-29.18%) and Turkish lira
(-16.69%). “A repo rate cut now
would invite further selling
pressure on the rupee,” Anil

Kumar Bhansali, Finrex Treas-
ury Advisors

DBS Bank economist Radhi-
ka Rao noted that authorities
appear keen to keep the cur-
rency “competitive”, highlight-
ed by the real effective exchange
rate slipping below 100.

Gaura Sengupta, chief econ-
omist at IDFC First Bank, said
the RBI faces a delicate trade-
off between “preserving mon-
etary policy independence and
maintaining currency
stability”.

An Axis Mutual Fund man-
ager said the central bank will
likely stay accommodative to
prevent tighter financial condi-
tions weighing on next year’s
GDP. They pointed to the rising
trade deficit and delay in a tar-
iff pact with the US as key driv-
ers of the rupee’s weakness.

Currency strategists remain
wary of any premature easing.
Abhishek Goenka, India Forex
Asset Management, said the
RBI appears to be following a
“soft-touch” intervention strat-
egy, partly because it is already
running large short forward
positions, including in offshore
NDF markets.

GOLD SILVER FOREX
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Gold price to
rise by 15-30%
in 2026: WGC

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Delhi

GOLD prices could surge by 15-
30% 1in 2026 if a severe, syn-
chronised global downturn,
fuelled by escalating geopoliti-
cal tensions, would intensify
flight-to-safety trades, World
Gold Council, a body of 30 gold
mining companies, said in its
latest report on Thursday. It,
however, says if a renewed eco-
nomic expansion forces the Fed
to pause or even raise rates,
higher yields and a stronger
dollar could drive a 5-20% cor-
rection in gold as investors ro-
tate into risk assets.

After a blockbuster year that
saw gold soar more than 60%
and repeatedly hit fresh highs,
the WGC expects 2026 to be
marked by heightened volatili-
ty as geopolitical and macr-
oeconomic risks dictate market
direction. Gold is currently
trading around $4,200/0z.

It says even after strong in-
vestment flows — with $77 bil-
lion flowing into gold ETFs in
2025 — total holdings remain
well below levels seen in previ-
ous rally phases, giving “ample
room for growth”.

Moscow finds 6 key export areas for India, ready to ease rules
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E2W maker Ultraviolette

oets $45 million funding
from Zoho, Italy’s Lingotto

ARSHAD KHAN @ New Delhi

Electric motorcycle maker Ul-
traviolette secured $45 million
(nearly %404 crore) funding
from India’s Zoho Corporation,
and Italy-based investment
firm Lingotto as part of its on-
going Series E round, it said in
a statement on Thursday.
While the investment from
Zoho Corporation was
led by Sridhar Vembu,
Mani Vembu and Ku-
mar Vembu, Lingotto

is a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of Exor NV, con-
trolled by Italy’s Agnelli
family:.

“Lingotto’s legacy of backing
iconic performance and mobil-
ity brands, combined with Zo-
ho’s long-term commitment to
fostering cutting-edge Indian
innovation, aligns perfectly
with Ultraviolette’s mission to
build category-defining electric
mobility solutions for India

Syrma aims

SANAL SUDEVAN @ Chennai

SYRMA SGS Technology Ltd,
an electronic manufacturing
services (EMS) company, has
commenced construction of its
printed circuit board (PCB)
manufacturing facility at Naid-
upeta in Andhra Pradesh.

The facility, being set up
through its subsidiary Syrma
Strategic Electronics Pvt Litd at
the Naidupeta Industrial Zone,
is part of a Z700-crore invest-
ment for which the company
has secured a 50% capital sub-
sidy from the state government.
Syrma plans to initially manu-
facture 7.2 lakh sq mt of multi-
layer PCBs and 4.8 lakh sq mt
of single-layer PCBs annually:.

<

- launch an IPO by the

and global markets,” said
Narayan Subramaniam, co-
founder & CEOQ, Ultraviolette.
The Bengaluru-based com-
pany did not disclose the full
size of the round or on what
valuations the funds were
raised. A few months back, Ul-
traviolette had announced rais-
ing $21 million from TDK Ven-
tures, as part of this
continuing fundraise.
The funding comes at a
time when Ultravio-
lette is planning to

FY2027-28.

This capital raised is be-
ing used to accelerate the do-
mestic and international scale-
up of current products F77 and
X-47 and future product plat-
forms Shockwave and Tesser-
act, said the company in a state-
ment. Ultraviolette has
expanded to 30 cities across In-
dia and has plans to be in 100
cities by mid-2026.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

RUSSIA has identified six key
areas, including consumer
goods, pharmaceuticals, tele-
com equipment where Indian
exporters can sell its product in
the former’s market . As India
Russia Business Forum began
on Thursday, both the countries
addressed the massive trade
deficit India has with Russia,
and they committed to mini-
mise the trade imbalance, al-
lowing more Indian exports to
Russia.

Ease conditions

Meanwhile, Russian bureau-
crats further said that they
are willing to ease several
conditions, be it in terms of
payments, certifications and
other aspects, to ensure Indian
exporters can enter the Rus-

sian markets.

“We need to bring more di-
versity in our trade basket. We
need to make it more balanced,
inter-state Russia and India.
We need to add more variety,”
said Union Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal during his open-
ing remark at the Business
Forum.

Trade to $100 bn

India and Russia aim
to raise two-way trade
to $100 billion by 2030.

He highlighted that bi-
lateral commerce between
India and Russia has been heav-
ily skewed.

Maxim Oreshkin, Deputy
Chief of Staff of the Presiden-
tial Executive Office of the
Russian Federation said,
“There are six key areas where
India can increase their ex-

=3
=3

ports of goods and services to
Russia such as consumer
goods, food and agricultural
items, generic medicines and
pharmaceuticals, telecom
equipment, labour resources
and machine parts.”
India’s imports from Russia
have risen nearly 12 times
— from $5.48 billion in
FY2020-21 to $63.81 bil-
lion in FY2024-25, ac-
cording to data from
the Ministry of
Commerce.
However, India’s ex-
ports to Russia have grown
by only 84% over the same pe-
riod, with Indian exporters
continuing to face challenges
in tapping the Russian market.
India’s trade deficit with Rus-
sia has gone up by more than 20
times in just five years as it
went $2.8billion in 2020-21 to

Fitch raises India’s FY26 GDP
orowth estimate to 7.4% from 6.9%

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Delhi

INDIA'S strong economic mo-
mentum has prompted analysts
to lift the country’s GDP growth
forecast for FY26. Rating agen-
cy Fitch has revised its India
GDP estimate for FY26 to 7.4%,
up from 6.9% projected earlier,
after growth in the September
quarter (Q2FY26) accelerated
faster than expected.

GDP grew 8.2% year-on-year
in Q2, compared to 7.8% in the
previous quarter, led by resil-
ient private consumption and
improved real income levels. A
sharp moderation in price pres-
sures narrowed the gap be-
tween nominal and real GDP,
with the GDP deflator rising
just 0.5% from a year earlier.

Fitch in areport said that pri-
vate consumption is expected
to remain the main growth
driver through the year, aided
by improving consumer senti-
ment and the ongoing impact
of GST reforms. it, however, an-
ticipates some cooling in mo-

Private consumption is expected to
remain the main growth driver
through the year, aided by improving
consumer sentiment and the ongoing
impact of GST reforms

Fitch report

mentum in the second half of
the fiscal year.

The agency has forecast the
growth to gradually return to-
ward trend levels over the me-
dium term — easing to 6.4% in
FY27 and further to 6.2% in
FY28 — as inflation pressures
trim purchasing power and
public investment consolidates

under a tighter fiscal stance.
Fitch says in its report that pri-
vate investment is likely to pick
up in the latter half of FY27 as
financial conditions loosen.
Net trade is expected to contrib-
ute modestly to growth as im-
port demand normalises after a
strong rebound in FY26.

Inflation hit a record low of
0.3% in October, thanks to a
3.7% year-on-year drop in food
and beverage prices on the back
of good monsoon rainfall and
adequate stock levels. Core in-
flation remains above 4%, driv-
en partly by high gold and sil-
ver prices. Base effects are
expected to push headline infla-
tion back above the RBI’s target
by end-2026.

With inflation softening and
activity staying firm, Fitch ex-
pects the Reserve Bank of India
to deliver one final policy rate
cut in December, taking the
repo rate to 5.25%, following
100 basis points of easing this
year and a reduction in the
cash reserve ratio to 3%.

$58.9 billion in FY 2024-25.
tBalanced trade’

“One of the key aspects that we
need to address is not that how
we trade more of what we are
trading today, but we also need
to look at how differently we
can trade to make it balanced
because we can’t have a bal-
anced trade until and unless
the composition of goods that
we trade with each other un-
dergoes a change and that is
where we feel India has a lot to
offer,” said Rajesh Agrawal,
Secretary, Department of
Commerce.

India has faced several non-
tariff barriers including more
than 65 non-tariff barriers
faced by its marine exports to
Russia along with several other
hurdles that its agricultural ex-
ports also face.

EXPRESS READ

No GST on leasing out of
hostels for students: SC

New Delhi: The SC on Thursday
held that leasing out of reside-
ntial premises to an entity which
is using it as hostel for students
and working professionals is
exempted from GST. A bench of
justices JB Pardiwala and KV
Viswanathan upheld the verdict of
the Karnataka High Court which
said that leasing out of residential
premises to an entity which is
using it as hostel to students and
working profes-sionals is exempt
under GST. —ENS

Brookfield REIT opens
QIP toraise Z3,500 cr

New Delhi: The Brookfield India
Real Estate Trust (REIT) plans to
raise up to 3,500 crore through
the sale of units to institutional
investors. On Thursday, the
Brookfield India launched the
Qualified Institutional Placement
(QIP) issue to raise funds. Last
week, unitholders of Brookfield
India Real Estate Trust REIT
approved a proposal to raise
funds through institutional
placements in one or more
tranches. —ENS

to make 2.1 mn sq mt of PCB as AP plant starts construction

At full operational capacity, the
plant will be able to produce up
to 2.1 million sq mt of multi-
layer PCBs. Trial production is
expected by December 2026,
with commercial production
scheduled to begin in April
2027. Civil construction is tar-
geted for completion by June
2026, after which machinery in-
stallations will begin from July
2026. It currently operates two
other facilities —a PCB assem-
bly plant in Pune and a laptop
assembly unit at the Tambar-
am SEZ in Chennai.

To build skilled capabilities,
Syrma will begin sending em-
ployees to South Korea and Chi-
na for three-to-four-week train-
ing stints in semiconductor
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manufacturing and machine
operations. Employees will be
trained in batches of four to
five, with semiconductor train-
ing provided by its South Ko-
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rean partner Shinhyup Elec-
tronics, which entered into a
strategic joint venture with
Syrma in September.

“We are in discussions with

companies in industrial elec-
tronics, automotive, energy me-
tering and other sectors,” said
Jasbir Singh Gujral, Managing
Director, Syrma SGS. He said
India’s semiconductor ecosys-
tem is moving toward back-
ward integration — starting
with PCB and motherboard
manufacturing, with localisa-
tion of raw materials planned
in the next phase.

While raw materials for PCBs
and semiconductors will con-
tinue to be imported for now,
domestic PCB supply is expect-
ed to grow significantly over
the next two years. “We will
start with copper-clad laminate
(CCL) and high-density inter-
connect (HDI) PCBs two to

three years after commercial
production of multi-layer PCBs
begins in 2027,” he added.

The global PCB market is val-
ued at about $5 billion, with In-
dia accounting for %40,000-
45,000 crore of demand. Nearly
90% of this is imported. The In-
dian PCB market is projected to
expand to Z70,000 crore by 2030,
while domestic supply is ex-
pected to rise to ¥15,000-20,000
crore. “Cumulative investment
capacity is around %7,000-10,000
crore. With an asset turnover
ratio of 1-1.25 times, once the
new plants become fully opera-
tional, India’s PCB production
should reach %15,000-20,000
crore — around 30% of domes-
tic demand,” he said.
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Kalikesh begins first n
full term as NRAI chief

Kalikesh Narayan Singh Deo began his first full four-year term as
president of the National Rifle Association of India (NRAI) after he was
elected unopposed during its general body meeting here on Thursday.
Pawan Singh was elected as the new secretary general as results of the
sports body’s elections were officially declared.

Selection, bad timing, NADA presence behind mess

KIUG supposed to be for last academic session students; athletics, wrestling & weightlifting most affected because of doping history; other sports also affected

IKE one national

sports federation offi-

cial puts it quite suc-

cinctly: It was like

there were 20 officials

for one competitor. The

Khelo India University

Games in Rajasthan is turning
out to be an embarrassment for
all stakeholders. As reported by
this newspaper on Tuesday
there were at least two athletics,
one each in weightlifting and
wrestling events
where there was
only one competitor.
The KIUG, held
under the aegis of
the Sports Authority
of India, is aflagship
programme of the sports minis-
try. This time it is being held in
Jaipur in collaboration with
state sports council. The Nation-
al Sports Federations provide
technical support. Even on
Wednesday, there were events in
athletics where two or three ath-
letes competed. This trend is not
restricted to just athletics, wres-
tling and weightlifting. In fact
other sports like swimming,

Vkueo
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kayaking and canoeing faced
the same problem.

Each of the events had its own
issues. The selection of athletes
is done by the Association of In-
dia Universities (AIU) and its
sports board. The NSF's provide
officials for technical conduct of
the Khelo India University
Games. What makes it even
more intriguing is that most of
the NSFs where there have been
low turnouts don’t even recog-
nize AIU sports. In
inter-varsity events,
technical conduct is
not done by most
NSFs either. Take for
example, Athletics
Federation of India,
swimming federation, wrestling
federation do not send their
technical officials to conduct the
inter-university competitions.

Late hosting

After speaking with a handful
of officials across sports and or-
ganizations, it can be safely sur-
mised that the malaise runs
deeper. One SAI official pointed
out that there were more than

one reasons for low turnout. Ac-
cording to one official, selection
isdone by the AIU (and its sports
board) with top eight given the
spots in individual disciplines
and is based on their all India
inter-varsity results. And the
cut off for this year’s KIUG was
last academic year. The hosting
of KIUG in November-Decem-
ber led to more complication.
This KIUG was supposed to be
held for students of previous
academic year. Timing has al-
ways been the biggest problem
for both KIUG and Khelo India
Youth Games. Take for instance
the first KIUG was conducted in
February-March, the next one
in April-May, another in May-
June. And November-December
is usually considered end of the
season in most sports. There is
no fixed date or month in which

lllgi 1 N0 Starts, scanty turnout in athletics leave poor taste at ]a[l G
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Page grab from December 3 edition highligthing low turnouts in athletics & few other sports in ongoing KIUG

the KIUG is hosted. There have
been instances when vacant
spots were filled (first KIUG).
AIU had formed criteria where
host University gets the first
preference and co-host the
second.

Add to this the athletes who
have qualified. According to
SAI, top eight are selected based
on their rankings in their re-
spective events. Some of them
would have graduated or moved
to some other university after
completing their final academic
session. Some of them would
have got jobs and would have
been here without ‘bonafide cer-
tificate’ and not eligible to com-

pete. In case an athlete has left
the college and is working then
he or she is not allowed to com-
pete. Perhaps AIU should have
been diligent enough to check
whether all eight players were
available. Even SAI should have
cross-checked this. Interesting-
ly, the AIU itself was in trouble
after the World University
Games. The sports ministry had
reportedly said that they would
disband the AIU back in July:

No anti-doping in AlU?

The low turnout in athletics,
weightlifting and wrestling —
three sports with the worst dop-
ing record in the country — can

be attributed to presence of Na-
tional Anti-Doping Agency’s
Dope Control Officials (DCOs).
According to an official, the
AIU doesn’t follow anti-doping
rules and do not involve NADA
for sample collections as strict-
ly as NSF's. The AIU’s sports di-
vision itself is in trouble. A
new director has been made in
charge. A September circular
on calendar said that a copy of
the competitions both zonal
and all India inter-university
tournaments has been shared
with NADA. “This calendar has
already been communicated to
the National Anti-Doping Agen-
cy (NADA) for planning dope

testing at Inter University
Tournaments,” said the circu-
lar published on AIU website.
According to former AIU offi-
cials since last year they are
getting more serious. The
number of students is huge and
could be a daunting task for
NADA as well.

When it comes to the conduct
of the all India inter-university
Games, the AIU too is under the
scanner. According to multiple
NSFs, they do not send techni-
cal officials to conduct the inter-
university competitions. The
September circular this time
says the AIU is planning to or-
ganize events with the help of
NSFs. But whether it will be im-
plemented needs to be seen.

Category mess in lifting

New weight categories were in-
troduced by the International
Weightlifting Federation this
season. The revised categories
are eight, but the weightlifting
competitions in inter-varsity
competitions were held in 10 dif-
ferent weight categories.

Full story: newindianexpress.com

Rishabh and middle-order

conundrum for hosts India

GOMESH S @ Chennai

THREE FIVE EIGHT. That’s a
lot of runs across 50-overs.
When India posted it batting
first, they may have thought
they were in a good place. Be-
cause South Africa needed a
record to chase it down. A day
removed from that record chase,
attention has invariably turned
towards India’s squad
construction.

It may be a case of hind-
sight but in an era when
teams have tried to maxim-
ise power-hitting in the low-
er middle-order to set above
par scores, especially on
batting decks, there’s a
growing theory that India
may be shortchanging them-
selves by picking both Washing-
ton Sundar and Ravindra Jadeja
in the same team. They are both
fine operators but they do not
provide the Kkick needed in the
last five-10 overs, that thrust.

Twice in as many games, the
lack of that thrust meant the
team just about made par after
seemingly set for a score in ex-
cess of 370. It didn’t matter in
the first ODI when Washington

~ EXPRESS READ

Erigaisi beats Anand to
win Jerusalem Masters

JERUSALEM: GM Arjun Erigaisi
beat five-time world champ
Viswanathan Anand in an all-
Indian final to clinch the
Jerusalem Masters title here. After
the duo drew the opening rapid
games, Erigaisi struck in the first
blitz tie-break match by winning
with whilte pieces to take a
decisive lead. He also held a
winning position in the second
blitz tie before settling for a draw.

Arsenal extend PL lead,
Chelseabeaten at Leeds

LONDON: Arsenal edged out
Brentford 2-0 to restore their five-
point lead at the top of the
Premier League on Wednesday as
Chelsea slumped to a 3-1 defeat
at struggling Leeds. Liverpool
needed a late Nordi Mukiele own-
goal to avoid another damaging
defeat at home in a 1-1 draw with
Sunderland, while Aston Villa
climbed up to third after a 4-3
victory at Brighton.

Guwahati Masters:
Tanvi, Ashmitainlast 8

GUWAHATI: Indian shuttlers,
including Tanvi Sharma and
Ashmita Chaliha, continued the
country’s dominance at the
Guwahati Masters Super 100
badminton tournament, the duo
entering the quarterfinals in
women’s singles here. Tanvi beat
Thailand’s Passa-Orn Phannachet
21-17, 23-21 while Chaliha beat
compatriot Anmol Kharb 16-21,
21-17, 21-16.

T

made a 19-ball 13 (Jadeja scored
32 off 20). In the second ODI on
Wednesday, the duo combined
for 25 off 35, all of those balls
consumed post the 39th over.
Which is why it is not an un-
derstatement to say that they
were probably 25-30 runs shy off
an above-par total. It is a con-
cern the head coach would want
to address soon. Before getting
into the nitty-gritty, Hardik Pan-

dya will walk into the
XI in a full-strength
team. When that hap-
pens, one of Jadeja or
Sundar will not play. But
for the time being, the lead-
ership group wants a spin-
bowling all-rounder in the
top five. While there is merit to
having a spin-bowling all-
rounder (in this case Washing-
ton) in the top five, it becomes an
issue when combined with KL
Rahul and Jadeja in the middle-
order. To put into context, Jade-
jastrikesat 117.3 inthelastten
overs of ODIs since 2020. In
this phase and period, Rahul
averages 46.7 and strikes at
149. In 19 innings, Washington
averages 20.27 and strikes at
82.02 in death overs.

What about Pant

Which brings focus on Rishabh
Pant. Post Pant’s injury, Rahul
has made the middle-order spot
his own. In his limited career,
Pant strikes at 180.1 and aver-
ages 28.6 during the last 10
overs.In Visakhapatnam, India
have a chance to use him as
keeper-batter.

Full story: newindianexpress.com

Chennai’s Roos van Reek (R) hits a return on Thursday | INDIAN PICKLEBALL LEAGUE

Indian Pickleball League:
Chennai seal playofts spot

ENS/AGENCIES @ New Delhi

WITH a perfect record after
four games, Chennai Super
Warriors became the first team
to confirm a playoff spot in the
Indian Pickleball League —
which is sanctioned by the In-
dian Pickleball Association un-
der the Ministry of Youth
Affairs & Sports. Chen-
nai beat Bengaluru
Blasters 4-2, after Luc-

Capital Warriors Gur-
gaon had earlier played
out a 3-3 draw.
Bengaluru, fresh off
their maiden win a day earlier,
ran into unbeaten Chennai in
the second tie of the day. Phuc
Huynh gave Bengaluru the ide-
al launch, outlasting Aman Pa-
tel 15-13 in men’s singles. Chen-
nai steadied through Mitchell
Hargreaves and Harsh Mehta,
who edged Huynh and Arjun
Singh 15-12 after a gritty, point-

Chennai Super

know Leopards and Warriors 4-2 Bengaluru
Blasters; Lucknow

Leopards 3-3 Capital
Warriors Gurgaon.

for-point kitchen-line battle.

From there on, Roos van
Reek took charge once again,
racing to a 10-5 lead before clos-
ing out a commanding 15-5 win
— her fourth straight in the
league — over Pei Chuan Kao.
Bengaluru snapped Chennai’s
unbeaten women’s doubles run
with a crisp 15-8 victory, level-
ling the tie again at 2-2.
Chennai, however,
were in no mood to let
their perfect record
slip. They burst ahead
in the Grand Rally and
closed out a dominant
21-10 finish to seal
their fourth straight tie, 4-2.
Mehta and Van Reek claimed
the Players of the Tie
honours.

Chennai lead with 12 points
after four straight wins. Hy-
derabad are second while Luc-
know occupy the third spot.
Gurgaon, Bengaluru are fourth
and fifth, respectively.

CHANDRA PRABHU @ Chennai

IN a sport where ‘left is appar-
ently not right’, Matthew
Hughson of England may well
be continuing the trend of
left-handed hockey players
from the country after mid-
fielder Ashley Jackson re-
tired in 2021.

Hughson has been arock at
the back for England in the
ongoing FIH Hockey Men’s
Junior World Cup campaign.
Apart from the 3-5 defeat to
the Netherlands in the pool
stage, which eventually cost
them a place in the quarterfi-
nals, the 21-year-old has been
part of the defence that would
concede only two
goals in their next
two pool games (13-0
vs Austria, 3-1 vs Ma-
laysia). On Thursday,
the defender helped
maintain that defen-
sive authority in
their 3-1 win against |
Chile in the 9-16 .
quarterfinals here at
the Mayor Rad-
hakrishnan Stadium.

The left-handed player grew
up playing multiple sports in
Surrey, in the South of Eng-
land. His parents Jo and Eric
Hughson, who were amongst
the handful of English sup-
porters in the pavilion, ex-
plained how their son initial-
ly played multiple sports. “He
played cricket and golf with
his right hand, and tennis
with his left hand,” Jo, the
mother, told this daily.

But the sport of hockey had
captured his imagination, ac-
cording to the parents. “He
played hockey in school (in
Scotland) amongst other
sports like rugby and cricket,
but hockey was his passion.
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LEFT IS RIGHT
FOR MIDFIELDER
HUGHSON OF ENG

He has gone from school to
club and then the country,”
said Eric, Matthew’s father.

Playing sports which in-
volved using both hands has
made it easy for Matthew to
play hockey with his right
hand “Playing them definite-
ly helped. Getting your hand-
eye coordination right helped
with moving across,” he said
after England’s win.

His position in the current
team as a defender demands
him to defend as well as con-
tribute to the attack. His left
handedness, he says, helps
him with making “punching
passes.” “I think it is a bit of
physics, like, top of the stick

— stronger lever.
This helps me with
the punching pass-
es,” he added.

‘Rules are fine’

The International
Hockey Federation
(FIH) effectively pro-
hibits left-handed
sticks by requiring
that the playing side
of the stick must be on the left
of the player. This makes all
the players, right handed
players. This could be in force
in a bid to maintain
uniformity.

Hughson felt that uniform-
ity should remain. “I think It
would be so confusing to de-
fend (if left-handed sticks are
introduced). If some people
would carry on one side and
others on the other side, It'd
just be tough work, wouldn’t
it?,” he explained.

Presently, Hughson is a
third year student at Durham
University and plays for the
Surbiton Hockey Club based
in Surrey. He is touted as one
of the burgeoning talents
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Action from the match between South Africa & Malaysia at the Junior Hockey WC
in Chennai on Thursday. South Africa won the match 3-1| asuwin PrAsATH

Belgium challenge for home team

CHENNAI: The hosts, who have impressed with their brand of hockey,
face Belgium for a place in the last four. The PR Sreejesh-coached team,
yet to concede a single goal, went to Madurai and came back with a
neat 5-0 win to round out their pool obligations but the business end of
the tournament starts now. They will fancy themselves against
Belgium, a vastly inexperienced side, whose juniors don’t play as often
as a group. The tourists also lost a game in the group stage before
relying on goal difference to make it through. In fact, the last time the
junior World Cup was held in India, these two sides faced each other in
the quarterfinals, with India prevailing 1-0. India’s forwards have been
on song even though penalty corner conversions have remained a worry
but this is now a global trend. “Definitely, there are areas to improve,”
Sreejesh said after the final group game against Switzerland. “From the
next match onwards, the real tournament is starting and it is really
important for us to focus on those areas. “The amount of times we are
entering the circle, we need to convert them into PCs or goals or shots.
And we need to tighten our defence too, we are conceding some
unwanted PCs. It is really important for us to focus on the defensive
structure more and allow the forwards to go up and attack.”

Quarterfinal fixtures

(From noon, India match
slated to begin at 8.00
PM): Spain vs New Zealand,
France vs Germany,
Netherlands vs Argentina,
India vs Belgium)

LIVE ON JIOHOTSTAR
AND STAR SPORTS

back home, and would be keen
to emulate someone like Jack-
son, one of the country’s lead-
ing goal scorers.

Hughson recalled the time
where he played against Jack-
son in a club-level match. “I

Root, Starc share honours on Day 1

AFP @ Brisbane

LT ]

F 5 best unbeaten 32 off 26

JOE Root finally scored j

his maiden Test centu-
ry in Australia on his
fourth Ashes tour to ="
guide England from @~
a precarious 5-2 to
325-9 at stumps after =
a pulsating first day
of the second Ashes
Test in Brisbane on
Thursday.

Mitchell Starc became
the most successful left-arm
fast bowler in history as he
claimed 6-71, but the opening
sessions of the day-night con-
test were dominated by Root,
who scored a masterful 135 not
out.

Number 11 Jofra Archer
thrilled the travelling army of
fans as he smashed a career- ,

¥

\ L

balls with two sixes to
provide some late
fireworks.
His unbroken 10th-wicket
partnership of 61 with Root
was arecord for England at the

Gabba. The
"'ﬁ world’s top-
g X

? :

ranked bats-
man, Root had
failed to reach
triple fig-
ures on
1 ;: three pre-

(?__} vious Ash-
K

|| Oror p es tours.
:‘I_l_

3 But the
m a n
who is

second on the all-time run-scor-
ing list behind only Sachin Ten-
dulkar silenced the critics who
said he couldn’t be considered
a true batting great until he
had made a century in
Australia.

“Unbelievable day for Joe. He
has had that coming for a long
time. I'm chuffed for him,” said
Zak Crawley, who made 76 and
shared a 117-run stand for the
third wicket with Root.

Coming to the crease in the
third over at 5-2 with Starc
swinging the new pink ball, he
embarked on an epic knock,
bringing up his century with a
leg glance to the fine leg bound-
ary off Scott Boland.

: England’s Joe Root celebrates after hitting a

; century against Australia on Thursday | ap

Results

Madurai: Namibia 2-2 Austria
(Austria won 2-0 in penalty
shootouts); Bangladesh 13-0
Oman, Korea 6-3 Egypt, China
3-2 Canada

Chennai: England 3-1 Chile,
South Africa 3-1 Malaysia,
Switzerland 2-5 Ireland,
Australia 1-0 Japan

have not got the opportunity
to talk to him but as our coach
Barry Middleton (of Surbi-
ton) said, there are loads of
good players who are left-
handed. You can use it as an
advantage,” he explained.

Sai Kishore and
Jagadeesan lift
Tamil Nadu

ENS @ Chennai

R Sai’s Kishore (87 n.o off 39)
and Narayan Jagadeesan (83
off 49) helped Tamil Nadu post
a 61-run victory over Tripura
in the Group D clash of the on-
going Syed Mushtaq Ali Tro-
phy in Ahmedabad.

TN were in reeling at 4/26
when Sai Kishore joined cap-
tain Narayan Jagadeesan. The
duo stitched a partnership of
119 runs to help team post 204/5
in 20 overs. Tripura, in reply,
were bowled out for 143.

Brief scores (select): Kerala 178/5in 20 ovs
(S Samson 46) bt Mumbai 163 in19.4 ovs (S
Khan 52; KM Asif 5/24); Chhattisgarh 158/6
in 20 ovs (S Singh 46) lost to Andhra 159/2
in18.5 ovs (S Rasheed 59 n.0); J&K 112in19.3
ovs (S Khajuria 35) lost to Hyderabad 115/6
in15.1ovs; TN 204/5in 20 ovs (N Jagadeesan
83, Sai Kishore 87) bt Tripura 143in 18.5 ovs.
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(OMPONENT
SHORTAGE,
PRODUCT
DELAYS TO DENT
SMARTPHONE INDUSTRY
GROWTH N 2026

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Delhi

TIRUPATI

LOBAL smartphone
shipments in 2026 are
expected to decline
0.9% against the pre-
vious projection of
1.2% growth, IDC said in its
latest report. The down-
ward revision in forecast is
mainly due to component
shortages and changes in
product launch schedules.

IDC reports that Apple’s
decision to shift the launch
of its next base iPhone
model from late 2026 to ear-
ly 2027 will reduce iPhone
shipments by 4.2% next
year. In addition, a continu-
ing global memory short-
age is expected to limit sup-
ply and increase component
prices. This will affect low-
and mid-range Android
smartphones the most, as
they are more sensitive to
rising costs.

Because of these issues,
total smartphone ship-
ments are expected to see a
small decline in 2026. How-
ever, the average selling
price of smartphones is
projected to rise to $465,
pushing the market’s over-
all value to a record $578.9
billion.

“As memory components
become more limited and
more expensive, manufac-
turers face increasing pres-
sure to raise prices,” said
Anthony Scarsella, re-
search director at IDC’s
Worldwide Quarterly Mo-
bile Phone Tracker. “Some
brands will have no choice
but to increase prices, while
others will shift their prod-
uct mix toward higher-
priced models to absorb the
impact. Next year will be
challenging for the indus-
try, but IDC still expects
record ASPs.”

Meanwhile, Apple is on
track for a record year in
2025, with shipments ex-
pected to exceed 247 million
units, according to IDC. The
report credits this strong
performance to the excep-
tional success of the iPhone
17 series.

EXPRESS

RAKESH KUMAR @ New Delhi

AST week, a sur-
prise directive from
the Department of
Telecommunica-
tions (DoT) to pre-
install the govern-
ment’s Sanchar
Saathi App on all smartphones
sold in India created a huge
uproar. Mobile manufacturers
such as Apple, Samsung, Xi-
aomi, and others were in-
structed to install this cyber-
security app on all new
devices. Companies were giv-
en 90 days to comply, and the
order specified that users
should not be able to remove
or disable the app.

While the government called
it a cybersecurity app, the Op-
position criticised it as a sur-
veillance tool. Later, Telecom
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
clarified that the app would
not be mandatory and users
can delete it anytime.

According to the govern-
ment, the app has been proved
to be effective in fighting mo-
bile-related crimes. With over
1.2 billion mobile users in In-
dia, issues ranging from mo-
bile fraud to impersonation to
phone theft are common. Offi-
cial figures show that the app
has helped recover over 7 lakh
stolen phones, of which 50,000

XPLORE
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were recovered in October
alone. This has raised ques-
tions about what the Sanchar
Saathi app is and why the gov-
ernment wanted it pre-in-
stalled on all devices.

Whatis the app for?

According to the DoT portal,
Sanchar Saathi is a citizen-
centric initiative aimed at em-
powering mobile subscribers,
improving their security, and
raising awareness about gov-
ernment initiatives.
The app is available for
download on smart-

phones and also as a M\'uurl.nuﬁtnlm
Mobile Handset

web portal at www.san-
charsaathi.gov.in. It of-
fers a variety of serv-

(o

J’rf-:d-—._*-_.

F
i

Vel

43
o

L/

INDIA TELECOM

uef - Report Suspected F

Communication
s

ices to keep users
informed and secure.

Major features

Chakshu: The Chakshu fea-
ture lets users report sus-
picious communica-
tions that could be
related to fraud, cyber-
crime, financial scams,
or impersonation. This
includes calls, SMS, or
WhatsApp messages
that appear to be from
official sources such as DoT,
TRALI, or the police. It’s impor-
tant to note that Chakshu is
not for reporting financial
frauds or cybercrimes; for

&

Know Genuineness of Your
Mobile Handset

Department of Telecommunications
Ministry of Communications
Govemment of India

those, users should contact the
cybercrime helpline at 1930 or
visit cybercrime.gov.in.
Block Lost/Stolen Phones: Us-
ers can block their lost or
stolen mobile phones
through the app by fill-
ing out a form on the
website. The hand-
set will be blocked
from the Indian tel-

ecom network within
24 hours.

Once the phone is
traceable, users will re-
ceive an SMS with the
report. This trace-

eeyeof storm

REPORT ILLEGAL INTERNATIONAL CALLS

Users can report international calls that appear to be from a local

Indian number. These calls often originate from illegal telecom

exchanges abroad and are sent to Indian citizens disguised as local calls.

Reporting these helps the government stop illegal telecom operations
that cause financial losses and pose national security risks

Pincode, a subsidiary of PhonePe, on Thursday
announced that moving forward it will focus exclusively
on expanding its B2B Business Solutions for offline
shops, and will be winding down its B2C shopping app

X

also shared with local police
for recovery.

Track Your Mobile Connec-
tions: The app helps users
track how many mobile con-
nections are registered under
their name. An individual can
have up to 9 connections across
all telecom providers, and 6
connections in J&K, Assam,
and North East India.

This feature also helps iden-
tify SIM cards issued in the
user’s name without their
knowledge and allows users to
check if their phone’s IMEI is
genuine, which is useful when

RAKESH KUMAR @ New Delhi

SMARTPHONE brand Realme
is scaling its market position in
the AIoT (Artificial Intelligence
of Things) space and become
one of the top AIoT brands in
India within the next 2-3 years,
said an executive.

Realme, which currently
holds the 9th position in India’s
smartphone market according
to Counterpoint Research,
plans to transition to a full
AIoT portfolio, including end-
to-end production in India for
smartwatches, earbuds, and
other accessories by 2027.

The company has already
partnered with homegrown
Optiemus Electronics Limited
(OEL) to manufacture Realme’s
AIoT devices in India. To
achieve its goal, the executive
explained that Realme will ex-
pand its R&D capabilities and
make significant investments
in India-based design and test-
ing facilities to co-create AIoT
devices.

India will serve as the foun-
dation for Realme’s global AIoT
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Realme aspires to

become No 1 AloT
brand in India in 3 years

strategy, acting as the export
hub for its AIoT pipeline. The
company also plans to ship
AIoT products from India to
markets including Russia.

Watch5

On Thursday, Realme launched
the Realme Watch 5, which is
fully manufactured in India
through its partnership with
Optiemus Electronics. As part
of Realme’s vision to transi-
tion 100% of its AIoT products
to local production within
three years, the Watch 5 show-
cases India-first innovation,
localized component sourcing,
and a growing domestic AIoT
ecosystem.

In terms of features, the
Realme Watch 5 boasts a 1.97-
inch AMOLED display with a
premium build, independent

Cognizant doubles upskilling

GPS, 108 sports modes, ad-
vanced health monitoring, and
up to 20 days of battery life in
light mode.

Local manufacturing

The company emphasised that
local manufacturing will posi-
tion India as a key hub for ex-
porting AIoT devices to South
Asia, the Middle East, and the
European Union. It will also
generate over 2,000 direct em-
ployment opportunities in the
country while making AIoT
products more accessible due to
lower production costs.

“The impact of our local man-
ufacturing in India will acceler-
ate the localized production of
critical components, including
PCBs, batteries, mechanics,
chargers, and cables,” said the
executive.

GIGABYTE promotes clean

ability report is

buying second-hand phones.

If you want to delete it, then
delete it. If you don’t want
to use it, then don’t register
it. If you register it, it will
remain active. If you don’t
register it, it will be inactive

— Jyotiraditya Scindia

b

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

GLOBAL shipments of fold-
able smartphones grew by
14% year-over-year (YoY) in
the third quarter of 2025, set-
ting a new record for the cat-
egory, according to a recent
report by Counterpoint Re-
search. Foldable phones now
account for 2.5% of total
smartphone shipments world-
wide, as more premium users
are adopting these devices.

Top brands

The growth was mainly driv-
en by book-type foldable mod-
els, led by Samsung’s launch
of the Galaxy Z Fold7 and the
continued popularity of Hua-
wei’s Mate series. Clamshell
foldables, like Samsung’s up-
dated models and Motorola’s
Razr 60 series, also saw
increased sales.
Samsung’s Galaxy
7 Fold7 had a major
impact on the mar-
ket, thanks to its slim-
mer design, lighter
weight, stronger hinge,
and reduced crease vis- !
ibility. These im-
provements

103 2025, driver

pealing to premium users.
Huawei’s Mate series contin-
ued to perform well, while
HONOR and vivo also con-
tributed with refreshed fold-
able offerings. Motorola
emerged as a strong perform-
er, expanding its foldable
market share through com-
petitive pricing, strong part-
nerships, and positive re-
views of its Razr 60 series.

Future outlook

The foldable smartphone
market is expected to see
strong year-end growth, fin-
ishing 2025 with a solid mid-
teens YoY increase. The mar-
ket is growing as more
premium users are drawn to
the larger screens and im-
proved durability of foldable
phones. Looking ahead to
2026, the market is expected
to expand further,
with advance-
ments in dura-
bility, thinner
designs, better
hinge struc-
tures, and Al-
driven fea-

tures. Apple

is expected

made the de-
vice more ap-

to enter the
foldable

-0ldable smartphone shipments surge 14%
by Samsung and Motorola

smartphone market in the
second half of 2026, which
could boost overall adoption.

More innovation

The growing competition is
pushing companies to focus
more on innovation. Ahead
of Apple’s entry into the mar-
ket, smartphone makers are
experimenting with new de-
signs and preparing their
portfolios for the next phase
of foldable devices. One ex-
ample is Samsung’s new tri-
fold model, which goes be-
yond the traditional book-type
foldable. While the tri-fold
model will initially be avail-
able in limited quantities, it
is being used as a test to im-
prove technology and gather
feedback from users.

“Samsung’s first tri-fold
model will ship in very lim-
ited volumes, but scale is not
the objective,” said Liz Lee,
associate director at Counter-
point Research. “With compe-
tition expected to shift signif-
icantly in 2026, especially
with Apple entering the fold-
able market, Samsung is us-
ing this device to test its tech-
nology, improve durability,
and optimize software before
a larger-scale launch.”

Binance launches crypto

BoiPoka launches new app to

goal to 2 million individuals

Cognizant Technology Solutions on Thursday
announced an expansion of its Synapse initiative,
setting a new target to upskill a total of two million
individuals by 2030. Having already surpassed its
original goal of one million by 2026 ahead of
schedule, the company said the move
underscores its commitment to
building a digitally future-ready
workforce. The rapid evolution of Al
is reshaping jobs globally. Cognizant
said Synapse aims to meet this
challenge through a company-wide
effort that advances learning and
development, strengthens technology partnerships,
and increases community investments. Synapse is
designed to break socio-economic, cultural and
language barriers by supporting job seeker skilling,
employee-led STEM education initiatives, and
partnerships with governments, academic
institutions, nonprofits and industry leaders.

PC builds with new campaign

GIGABYTE, a leading global PC brand, has launched its
‘Stealth Revolution’ campaign, spotlighting the clean
PC build aesthetic through its new Stealth Ice Series
components. Built on a cableless and pure-white design
theme, the campaign encourages creators to assemble
and showcase their dream PC setups
using the X870 Arous Stealth Ice
motherboard. First introduced in 2022,
Gigabyte’s Project STEALTH adopted
reverse connectors on motherboards
to simplify cable management. The
latest Stealth Ice series advances that
design, making assembly faster, neater,
and more flexible for custom cooling, RGB lighting, and
decorative elements. The series includes the X870 and
B850 Arous Stealth Ice motherboards and the C500
Panoramic Stealth Ice chassis offering a seamless pure-
white build with a 270-degree panoramic view.
Gigabyte has also partnered with 10 leading chassis
brands—including Cooler Master, InWin and LIAN LI.

app for kids and teenagers

Binance has rolled out Binance Junior, a new parent-

controlled app and sub-account designed for users aged
Y 6-17, offering families a safe entry into digital finance
and crypto wealth creation. The platform enables
parents to open and manage crypto savings accounts for
their children, who can earn returns via Binance Flexible
Simple Earn. Trading remains prohibited, and transfers
are strictly monitored, with daily limits and restrictions
on transfers to non-parent adults. Parents receive
notifications on all activity and can disable the account
_ instantly. Aimed at boosting early financial
M. and digital literacy, the app supports
. "0y teens toinitiate transfers where
regulations permit, while ensuring a
fully supervised environment. “With
crypto becoming an integral part of
daily finance, the next generation is at
the crux of this revolution, highlighting
the importance of investing in their

future,” Binance said in a statement.

connect readers through books

BoiPoka Labs has launched BoiPoka, a mobile app that
digitises a user’s physical bookshelf with a single
'\ photograph and helps them discover others with shared
reading interests. Founded by Meera Raman, former
Chief Strategy Officer at Merkle India, the platform uses
communities around shared interests.
With the global book market exceeding
and collaborative community discussions. “Readers
have always found common ground in ideas. We

Al to scan book spines and instantly turn
$130 billion, BoiPoka aims to become a
wanted to honour that,” Raman said.

collections into organised, searchable

digital libraries. Users can then explore
their catalogues, find “Book Twins”,
create reading groups, and build

key digital interface for readers and a data-rich insights

platform for publishers. The app will support curated

discovery through bookstores, structured reading

programmes with libraries and educational institutions,
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