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SAEL Industries to invest `22,000 cr 
in renewable energy and other sectors
Vijayawada: SAEL Industries Limited has announced 
investments worth `22,000 crore across renewable 
energy, biomass, data centres & port development. 
The projects are expected to generate 7,000 direct 
and 70,000 indirect jobs across the State | P4 

52 govt school students take flight  
to Delhi for Science Exposure Tour
Vijayawada: In a virtual interaction that ignited 
young minds, Minister for Investments BC Janardhan 
Reddy felicitated 52 government school students 
selected for the Science Exposure Tour to New Delhi, 
organised by SCAP & Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan | P4 

Pawan’s 
initiative   
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E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@  Vijayawada

AFTER seven-and-a-half  dec-
ades of  Independence, electri-
cal lights have illuminated the 
houses of  17 tribal families in 
the remote Gudem hamlet of  
Alluri Sitarama Raju(ASR) dis-
trict, thanks to the proactive 
initiative of  Deputy Chief  Min-
ister (Panchayat Raj and Rural 
Development) Pawan Kalyan. 

The electrification project, 
completed in just five months, 
marks a historic milestone for 
this isolated hilltop settlement 
under Rompalli Gram Pancha-
yat in Ananthagiri mandal. On 
Wednesday, coinciding with 
Karthika Pournami, all 17 
houses in Gudem got electrici-
ty connections. 

The project involved laying 
power lines over 9.6 km through 
dense forest and rugged ter-
rain, installing 217 electric 

poles, and setting up a dedicat-
ed transformer. Each house 
was provided with five bulbs, 
and one fan free of  cost.

The hamlet, situated 50 km 
from the mandal headquarters, 
had remained cut off  from ba-
sic infrastructure like roads, 
safe drinking water and elec-
tricity. Residents lived in con-
stant fear of  wild animals at 
night, and relied on lanterns.

Despite repeated appeals to 
authorities over the years, no 
solution materialised until the 
tribals took their woes to Pa-
wan Kalyan’s notice five 
months ago. Moved by their 
plight, the Deputy CM directed 
the ASR District Collector to 
prioritise electrification of  the 
hamlet. He coordinated with 
Energy Minister Gottipati Ravi 
Kumar and APEPDCL CMD 
Prithvi Tej for the speedy exe-
cution of the project at an esti-
mated cost of  `80 lakh.  P4

GoM studies 
demands for  
8 new districts
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

RESPONDING to a surge in 
public appeals, the Group of  
Ministers (GoM) on district re-
organisation met at the State 
Secretariat on Wednesday, and 
studied the feasibility of  creat-
ing eight new districts in And-
hra Pradesh. 

While acknowledging the 
widespread demand, Revenue, 
Registration and Stamps Min-
ister Anagani Satya Prasad 
clarified that only proposals 
offering tangible administra-
tive advantages would move 
forward. “Our priority is to en-
sure governance becomes 
more accessible and efficient,” 
he said. Acknowledging the 
NDA poll promises, Anagni 
said they too are being taken 
into consideration. 

The GoM also looked into 
several proposals for new rev-
enue divisions, especially in 
areas where existing head-
quarters are located over 125 
km away. These proposals were 
evaluated with a focus on citi-
zen convenience and opera-
tional viability.  P4

ACB conducts searches  
at 12 sub-registrar offices
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada 

FOLLOWING numerous complaints of  rampant corruption in 
sub-registrar offices (SROs), the Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) carried out simultaneous surprise checks at 12 SROs 
across the State on Wednesday. 

More than 20 ACB teams raided SROs at Jagad-
amba Centre, Pedagantyada and Madhurawada 
in Visakhapatnam district, Bhogapuram (Vizian-
agaram), Ibrahimpatnam (NTR), Narasaraopet 
(Palnadu), Ongole (Prakasam), Stonehousepet 
(Nellore), Renigunta (Chittoor), Rajampet (An-
namayya),  Chilamathur (Anantapur), and Alla-
gadda (Nandyal).

During the searches, unaccounted cash ranging from ̀ 10,000 
to `75,000 was found at Bhogapuram, Jagadamba Centre, Ibra-
himpatnam, Ongole, Stonehousepet and Narasaraopet SROs. 
A total of  `4 lakh unaccounted cash and several documents 
were seized during the ACB raids.  P4

ASR tribal families see 
light of Independence

The house of a tribal family in Gudem hamlet of ASR district with new electricity connection |  EXPRESS

Net cast to catch unsustainable fishing practices 
J I T E N D R A  C H O U B E Y   @ New Delhi

THE Centre has issued a notifi-
cation to promote the sustaina-
ble exploitation of  fisheries 
within India’s Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone (EEZ). 

The newly introduced rules, 
titled ‘Sustainable Harnessing 
of  Fisheries in the Exclusive 
Economic Zone Rules, 2025’, fo-
cus on licensing, registration, 
and scientific monitoring of  

fishing activities in the EEZ. 
They seek to encourage sustain-
able mariculture, including sea-
weed cultivation, reduce fishing 
pressure, create new livelihood 
opportunities, and enhance 
overall marine production. 
The rules recognise Fisheries 
Cooperatives and Fish Farmer 
Producer Organisations (FF-
POs) as key stakeholders in 
managing the EEZ.

In addition, the government 

will provide training and capac-
ity-building for traditional and 
small-scale fishers, including 
fisheries cooperatives and Self-
Help Groups. 

Trained and registered fish-
erfolk entities, such as SHGs 
and FFPOs, will be eligible to 
obtain licences through the gov-
ernment’s ReALCRaft portal, 
ensuring greater participation 
of  organised fishing communi-
ties in offshore resource man-
agement. Finally, the rules lay 
down guidelines for issuing 
health certificates for catches in 
line with relevant national and 
international regulations.

B O O S T  F O R  B L U E  E C O N O M Y 
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countries 
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to exploit 
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IHAR has never been short of  noise. 
Certainly not when it mattered. Its poli-
tics has marched through history with 
a daring swagger — JP’s call that shook 
New Delhi, Mandal’s churn that re-
drafted power, the long years of  Lalu raj 
that jolted the old order. Even the sub-

tler Nitish era made bold strokes on the canvas, 
turning India’s polity yet again with the caste 
census narrative and grand alliance politics.

Yet this election arrives on soft feet. On No-
vember 5, the campaign for the first stretch of  
121 constituencies is winding down, and the bat-
tle for the remaining 122 — those border districts 
where sentiment often travels across rivers and 
frontiers — will begin soon. And through it all, 
there hangs a curious quiet.

Whether in Nitish Kumar’s native Bakhtiyar-
pur, or hamlets like Gauspur and Chitapur fring-
ing Patna, whether in Dalit ‘tolas’ where caste is 
still geo-tagged or along the mobile 100-km sweep 
to Gaya on NH-22, out in villages like Barachati 
and Tekari near where a legend named Dashrath 

Manjhi once moved mountains, 
the stillness is audible. Even in 
places like Mokama where bul-
lets flew the other day, or Barh, 
which saw fisticuffs after this 
writer left, the action is all on 
one slim band where politics 
does its business. The people 
seem unmoved. Almost cold. 

This is not indifference. It is 
an extended pause — a think-
ing state, perhaps it’s the hush 

of  crores of  people thinking harder.
The old Bihar election grammar is still here: 

the woven caste alliances, the search for the right 
symbol atop the right community, the deft stitch-
ing of  booth workers and social equations. But 
listen closely, and the dialogues are shifting 
pitch. It is no longer enough to promise represen-
tation; people want opportunity. Bihar’s young 
— impatient, painfully aware of  the ticket-to-life 
stamped “migration” that’s been their lot for 
years, and now uniformly literate about the ways 
of  the world beyond their panchayat WhatsApp 
group — are asking sharper questions.

Identity of  the other sort has not dissolved; 
only its fabric has thinned in the face of  this new 
common identity, an identity of  experience. 
Numbers are never incidental here. OBCs and 
EBCs together form roughly two-thirds of  Bihar 
— a demographic truth that still underwrites 
strategy. Yadavs remain the single biggest OBC 
bloc, Kurmis and Kushwahas count in pockets 
where one village’s mood can bend a seat, Dalits 
and Mahadalits together hold a weight politi-
cians can never ignore, and the elite castes — 
though numerically modest — continue to influ-
ence candidate choice and the political discourse, 
particularly in the plains.  CONTINUED ON: P8

ALL SET 
Security personnel carrying election materials ahead of the 

first phase of Bihar polls, in Muzaffarpur on Wednesday |  PTI

STILLNESS  
OF THE 

DISCERNING 
IN BIHAR

EDITOR

SANTWANA  
BHATTACHARYA 

H A P R E E T  B A J W A  @ Chandigarh

IN an extraordinary moment 
for diversity in American poli-
tics, three Indian-origin Ameri-
cans carved history across key 
states signalling a possible new 
era in the United States. 

Zohran Mamdani became the 
first Indian-American and 
Muslim to be elected Mayor of  
New York City, Ghazala Hash-
mi was chosen as Lieutenant 
Governor of  Virginia, and Aft-
ab Pureval secured a second 
term as Mayor of  Cincinnati. 
Together, their victories mark 
a milestone in the growing po-
litical influence of  South Asian 
Americans.

At just 34, Zohran Kwame 
Mamdani’s stunning win has 
made him New York City’s 
youngest mayor in over a 100 
years and the first of  Indian 
heritage to hold the post. Run-
ning as a Democratic Socialist, 
Mamdani triumphed over two 
formidable opponents, former 
governor Andrew Cuomo, con-
testing as an independent with 
the backing of  President Don-
ald Trump, and Republican 
Curtis Sliwa. With 83% of  votes 
counted, Mamdani secured 

948,202 votes (50.6%), while 
Cuomo managed 776,547 
(41.3%). The city saw a record 
turnout of  nearly two million 
votes, the highest since 1969.

Born in Kampala, Uganda, 
Mamdani moved to New York 
at the age of  seven. His mother, 
acclaimed filmmaker Mira 
Nair, and father, Columbia Uni-
versity scholar Mahmood 
Mamdani, have long been sym-
bols of  cultural and intellectu-
al achievement. 

In his victory speech, Mam-

dani called his win a “mandate 
for change,” thanking his par-
ents and wife, Syrian-Ameri-
can artist Rama Duwaji. 

His campaign, which reso-
nated with young and working-
class voters, centered on reduc-
ing living costs, expanding 
housing, and improving public 
transport—a continuation of  
his progressive record as a 
Queens assemblyman, where 
he introduced a pilot pro-
gramme for free city buses. 
             CONTINUED ON: P9

Americans of Indian origin 
make major political gains

Mamdani first Indian-American and Muslim to be elected New York mayor

Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani (2nd from right), with wife Rama Duwaji  (2nd from 
left), father Mahmood Mamdani and mother Mira Nair in New York on Tuesday |  AP
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BJP ‘stole’ Haryana poll 
with 25 lakh fake votes,  
Bihar next target: Rahul
P R E E T H A  N A I R  @ New Delhi

LEADER of  Opposition Rahul 
Gandhi on Wednesday accused 
the Election Commission of  
India of  colluding with the 
BJP to ‘steal’ the 2024 Haryana 
elections in the saffron party’s 
favour and claimed 
the same sinister 
plan will be used in 
Bihar to ensure the 
BJP’s victory. 

Addressing a 
press conference at 
the AICC head-
quarters here on 
Wednesday,  the 
Congress leader al-
leged that 25 lakh 
votes were ‘stolen’ 
in Haryana through 
5.21 lakh duplicate 
votes, 93,174 invalid 
addresses, and 19.26 
lakh bulk voters. 
Haryana has a total 
of  two crore voters.

“I am confident that after the 
Bihar poll, we will make a pres-
entation that the same thing 
happened in Bihar,” he said, 
adding political parties are un-
able to check the ‘vote theft’ as 
they are provided with the vot-
er list at the last moment.

“We have crystal-clear proof  
that 25 lakh voters in Haryana 
are fake, that they either don’t 
exist, are duplicates, or were 
designed in a way that allows 
anybody to vote. One in eight 
voters in Haryana is fake, 
that’s 12.5%,” he said. 

To substantiate 
his claim, he cited 
the example of  a 
woman who ap-
peared 223 times on 
the voter list. He 
also showed the 
photo of  another 
woman, which he 
claimed was a Bra-
zilian, saying it ap-
peared 22 times un-
der different names 
in 10 booths.

“This is proof  of  
a centralised opera-
tion. What is a Bra-
zilian person doing 
on the voters’ list 

in Haryana?” he asked.
Responding to the allega-

tions, Election Commission of-
ficials said the vote manipula-
tion charge is unfounded as no 
appeals were filed against Har-
yana electoral rolls, nor was 
any multiple voting flagged 
when it allegedly happened.

SIR: Integrity of 
poll main issue

On INDIA bloc’s 
strategy to protest 

against SIR, Rahul said 
the “integrity of the 

election” is the 
fundamental issue

Rishabh Pant made comeback into India’s Test 
squad for two-match series against SA. However, 
Mohammed Shami has been ignored once again 

AKASH DEEP IN, PRASIDH KRISHNA OUT
■  Pacer Akash Deep Singh recovered from shoulder injury and has been 

picked but Prasidh Krishna’s name has been dropped
■  India’s pace attack features Jasprit Bumrah and Mohd Siraj while the 

spin will be led by veteran Ravindra Jadeja, Axar Patel, Kuldeep Yadav 
and all-rounder Washington Sundar. Shubman Gill is captain | P11

DELHI KEEPER-BATTER PASSES FITNESS TEST
India’s wicketkeeper batter Pant was an automatic choice after recovering 
from a foot fracture sustained during the fourth Test against England in 
Manchester in July. He missed the West Indies series but led India A team 
against South Africa A. Shami, who has had a creditable Ranji campaign 
as of now, has been overlooked again

Two
INDIA WILL PLAY TWO TESTS AGAINST 

SA IN KOLKATA, GUWAHATI

PANT CHECKS IN, SHAMI IGNORED 
FOR TESTS AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA

CHENNAI ■ MADURAI ■ VIJAYAWADA ■ BENGALURU ■ KOCHI ■ HYDERABAD ■ VISAKHAPATNAM ■ COIMBATORE ■ KOZHIKODE ■ THIRUVANANTHAPURAM ■ BELAGAVI ■ BHUBANESWAR ■ SHIVAMOGGA ■ MANGALURU ■ TIRUPATI ■ TIRUCHY ■ TIRUNELVELI ■ SAMBALPUR ■ HUBBALLI ■ DHARMAPURI ■ KOTTAYAM ■ KANNUR ■ VILLUPURAM ■ KOLLAM ■ TADEPALLIGUDEM ■ NAGAPATTINAM ■ THRISSUR ■ KALABURAGI

Rishabh Pant

NATIONAL PRIDE
Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets the victorious ICC Women’s World Cup team in New Delhi on Wednesday |  PTI
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H O L I DAY  M AT H I S

06th November : How Not to Light a Candle Over a 
dozen aspects today tempt us to light both ends of a 

candle. But no one makes holders for that. How do you 
set it down without catching other things on fire? In 
a related story, a culture that equates busyness with 
goodness makes it feel psychologically disagreeable 
to relax. But the body needs it. And the body tends to 

win. It will find a way to get what it needs.

ARIES 
(Mar 21 - Apr. 20)
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TAURUS  
(Apr. 20 - May 20)
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GEMINI  
(May 21 - June 21)
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CANCER  
(June 22 - July 22)
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LEO  
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
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VIRGO  
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 22)

�������������
�������������
�������������������

������������������������
�����������������������������
������������������������
��������������������������������
�������������������������
��������������������������
�������������������������
�������������

LIBRA  
(Sept. 23 - Oct. 23)
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SCORPIO  
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 21)
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SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)
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CAPRICORN  
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)
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AQUARIUS  
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)
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PISCES  
(Feb. 19 - Mar 20)
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TEST YOUR NUMBER 
CRUNCHING SKILL WITH  
OUR UNIQUE PUZZLE
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���DO ��

CROSS WORD

ACROSS DOWN

EVIL

UNSCRAMBLE THESE JUMBLES, ONE LETTER TO 
EACH SQUARE, TO FORM FOUR ORDINARY WORDS.
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  1 Firm belief expressed in
 the criminal’s guilt (10)
  8 A writer writing verse (5)
  9 A for Athens for example (7)
  10 One of a number knocked
 down in play (7)
  11 Clergyman getting
 in the beer is confused (5)
  12 Large girl having
 two husbands? (6)
  14 Little beast becomes
 angel on her entering (6)
  17 Catch and miss nothing (5)
  19 He charges a small amount
 to the employer (7)
  21 An excuse can appear so naive (7)
  22 Sort of trap for a bird (5)
  23 Overbearing attitude of
 one surrendering? (4-6)
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  2 Initial opportunity (7)
  3 It is paid for what baby
 minders do after six (5)
  4 Spaniel follows the bird
 with hesitation (6)
  5 Hip came loose in charge (7)
  6 Celebrated reply to unlucky
 Edward’s proposal (5)
  7 More mature fruit
 used to make wine (10)
  8 It was once thought
 incredible (4,6)
  13 Low loop for tying up (7)
  15 Revive with a little
 relaxation and a mineral (7)
  16 Craft project (6)
  18 Keep silent about
 mother’s bankruptcy (5)
  20 The shed has a taxi in (5)

JUMBLE
BY DAVID L. HOYT  
AND JEFF KNUREK

Yesterday’s

FORECAST
Mostly Cloudy

Sunrise 06.08 am

Sunset 05.43 pm

Moonrise 06.22 pm

Moonset 07.49 am

MAX

300C
MIN

220C
WEATHER 

WATCH

ALMANAC TODAY
 Thursday : 06/11/2025  Year: Sri Viswavasu  Aayanam: Dakshinayanam

 Rutuvu: Varsha  Masam: Karthika  Paksham: Bahula  Tithi: Padyami 02.54 pm 
 Nakshatram: Bharani 06.34 am  Durmuhurtham: 10.05 am - 10.51 pm 

  Varjyam: 05.01 pm - 06.24 pm  Rahukaalam: 01.30 pm - 03.00 pm

Yi delegation invites Min Lokesh to national meet
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

A delegation from the Young 
Indians (Yi), the youth wing of  
the Confederation of  Indian In-
dustry (CII), met HRD & IT 
Minister Nara Lokesh in Ama-
ravati on Wednesday.

The delegation, comprising 
Yi chapter leaders from across 
Andhra Pradesh, briefed the 
Minister on the organisation’s 
nation-building initiatives 
aimed at fostering innovation, 
leadership, and inclusive 
growth among youth, educa-
tional institutions, entrepre-
neurs, and rural communities.

The team was led by Yi Ama-
ravati Chapter Chair Sri Hari 
Krishna K, Co-chair Bala Krish-
na Chittineni, Yi Tirupati 

Chapter Chair Varsha V 
Kasthuri, and Co-chair Nitin D, 
along with other members. The 
Yi representatives congratulat-

ed Lokesh for securing the 
`15,000-crore Google 1-GW data 
centre project for Vizag, de-
scribing it as a milestone that 
highlights Andhra Pradesh’s 
emergence as a global technol-
ogy and investment hub.

They also invited the Minis-
ter to deliver the keynote ad-
dress at the Yi Annual National 
Conference Take Pride, sched-
uled in New Delhi on December 
19-20.

The meeting reaffirmed Yi’s 
commitment to collaborate 
with the state government in 
empowering young leaders and 
advancing Andhra Pradesh’s 
development agenda.

Probe into  
Parakamani 
scam launched

SPDCL to set 
up EV charging 
stns along NH

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tirumala

CID Additional DG Ravi 
Sankar Ayyannar confirmed 
that, following High Court or-
ders, a detailed investigation 
into the TTD Parakamani 
scam is underway with five 
teams and 20 officers.

Prime suspect Ravi Kumar, 
a Jeeyar Mutt employee since 
1985, has been traced to Hy-
derabad. His assets across 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and 
Telangana are under scrutiny. 
Notices have been issued to 
former Trust Board members, 
who must appear in person.

CID is collecting CCTV foot-
age and gift deed records. Of-
ficials from TTD, police, and 
banks will be questioned. 

Public and staff  with infor-
mation may contact 9440700921 
or email apgcid@ap.gov.in. 
The final report is due by 2 
December.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tirupati

THE Andhra Pradesh South-
ern Power Distribution Com-
pany Limited (APSPDCL) will 
establish Electric Vehicle (EV) 
charging stations along na-
tional highways to facilitate 
EV users, said Chairman and 
MD Shivashankar Loteti.

During a teleconference 
from the APSPDCL corporate 
office in Tirupati on Wednes-
day, Loteti, along with Direc-
tors P Ayub Khan, K Guravai-
ah, and K Ramamohan Rao, 
reviewed progress with Su-
perintending Engineers from 
all nine districts under the 
company’s jurisdiction.

He directed engineers to 
identify suitable locations for 
EV charging stations, prefer-
ably within substation premis-
es along national highways, 
and to study the performance 
of  existing facilities. He sug-
gested that government lands 
and hospital premises could 
also be considered. Reports on 
feasibility are to be submitted 
within a week.

Watchman held 
for abusing boys
Social Welfare Officer suspended, and 
charge memo issued to Assistant Officer

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tirupati

TIRUPATI District Collector S 
Venkateswar has taken deci-
sive action following allega-
tions of  sexual abuse involving 
two minor boys at the SC Wel-
fare Boys Hostel in Chen-
nareddy Colony.

The accused, hostel 
watchman K Hari 
Gopal, allegedly sum-
moned the children to 
his room late at night 
and engaged in inappro-
priate behaviour. 

A preliminary inquiry led to 
his arrest and remand under 
the SC/ST (Prevention of  
Atrocities) Act and the Protec-
tion of  Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act. He has 

been suspended, and proceed-
ings for his permanent dismiss-
al are underway. In response to 
supervisory lapses, Welfare Of-
ficer R Muni Shankar has also 
been suspended, and formal 
charges have been filed. 

Assistant Social Welfare 
Officer A Shyama Sun-
dar Rao has received a 
charge memo.

District authorities, 
under the Collector’s 

directive, have priori-
tised student safety and 

ordered enhanced supervision 
and security protocols across 
all social welfare hostels. 

A comprehensive departmen-
tal probe is in progress along-
side the ongoing police 
investigation.

Ameen Peer Dargah Urs festival  
begins on a grand note in Kadapa
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kadapa

THE Urs celebrations of  Hazrat 
Sufi Sarmast Sani Chilla Kash 
Khwaja Syed Shah Arifullah 
Mohammad Mohammdul Hus-
saini Chistiwul Qadri at the re-
nowned Ameen Peer Pedda 
Dargah in Kadapa commenced 
with grandeur. 

On the first day, fakirs start-

ed from dargah at 10 am with 
drums, reached Badullah Khan 
Makan, offered Fateha, and dis-
tributed annaprasadam. They 
returned by 3 pm. 

Peethadhipathi Aripulla 
Hussaini seated Malang Shah 
on the gaddi for a three-day 
austerity, demonstrating Sufi 
yoga traditions without sleep 
or food.  The sandalwood festi-

val began at 9 pm, the Peetha-
dhipathi offered sandalwood 
pot on mazar with Fateha. At 10 
pm, renowned qawwal Aslam 
Anis Rice performed qawwali

The city is illuminated with 
lights. Free accommodation, 
meals, and medical camps are 
arranged for devotees. AR Rah-
man, Fakirs, dargah heads, and 
devotees attended the event.

Min refutes TDP ticket sale allegation
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kurnool

MINISTER for Industries TG 
Bharath on Tuesday dismissed 
allegations that the TDP was 
selling tickets for money in the 
upcoming municipal elections. 
In a press statement, the Minis-
ter said the TDP and the TG 
family had no need to sell tick-
ets for money. “Such a culture 
does not belong to our party,” 
he said.

Bharath condemned ru-
mours that party tickets for 
corporator elections were be-
ing given only to those who de-
posit large sums. “These are 

baseless and malicious cam-
paigns. No one should believe 
such false propaganda,” he 
said. He clarified that party 
tickets would be allotted only to 
candidates who earned the pub-

lic’s trust through their work in 
resolving local issues. “We will 
issue tickets only after conduct-
ing surveys. Those who top the 
reports will get the opportunity. 
Money is not a criterion — pub-
lic trust is,” the Minister said.

Bharath alleged that some in-
dividuals were deliberately 
spreading false information to 
create confusion among party 
cadres. 

He urged TDP leaders and 
workers to focus on addressing 
public issues and expediting 
ward-level development works 
instead of  paying attention to 
rumours.

Kurnool police return 
669 mobile phones 
worth `1.2 cr to owners
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kurnool

KURNOOL district police on 
Wednesday handed over 669 re-
covered mobile phones worth 
around ̀ 1.2 crore to their right-
ful owners at a mobile recovery 
mela organised at the District 
Police Office.

SP Vikrant Patil said the Cy-
ber Lab team traced the lost 
phones from various parts of  
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, Telangana, and 
other districts. 

He said many phones are lost 
during travel, at railway sta-
t ions,  fairs,  and public 
gatherings.

“This is the third Mobile Re-
covery Mela organised by Kur-
nool police this year,” the SP 
said, appreciating the efforts of  
the Cyber Lab team and all per-
sonnel involved. 

He urged the public to report 
lost phones immediately by vis-
iting www.kurnoolpolice.in/
mobiletheft and submitting 
IMEI details.  He added that the 

service is free of  cost and ad-
vised citizens to remain vigi-
lant in crowded areas. Among 
the personnel recognised, 
Fourth Town Police Station 
constable Sekhar Babu recov-
ered the highest number of  
phones (96), followed by Adoni 
Two Town Sub-Inspector Naga-
raju (30) and Yemmiganur Sub-
Inspector Ramachandra (16). 
The SP presented them with 
commendation certificates.

Several citizens expressed 
gratitude to the police for re-
trieving their devices.

Temples witness heavy rush on Karthika Purnima
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kurnool

THOUSANDS of  devotees 
thronged Lord Shiva temples 
across Kurnool and Nandyal 
districts on Wednesday to mark 
Karthika Purnima, considered 
an auspicious day in the Karthi-
ka Masam.

Heavy rush was reported at 
prominent shrines including 
Srisailam, Omkaram, Ma-
hanandi, Yaganti, and Jagan-
nathagattu temples. Devotees 
offered prayers and lit Kartika 
Deepams on temple premises.

At Srisailam, pilgrims took a 
holy dip in Patala Ganga and 
floated about one lakh Deep-
ams in the river as part of  the 
rituals. The temple authorities 
also conducted special pro-
grammes, including Maha 
Mangala Harathi to Goddess 
Krishnaveni and a Jwala 
Toranam event in the evening. 

General darshan took about 
seven to eight hours, while spe-
cial darshan lasted four to five 
hours. Temple Executive Of-

ficer (EO) M Srinivasa Rao said 
elaborate arrangements were 
made to manage the large turn-
out of  devotees.

In Mahanandi, devotees lit 
around one lakh Deepams 

around the temple premises. At 
Yaganti, temple officials organ-
ised Deepotsavam, while Man-
tralayam Mutt officials per-
formed Tunga Harathi on the 
banks of  the Tungabhadra Riv-

er, where devotees floated thou-
sands of  Deepams.

In Kurnool, major temples 
including Jagannathagattu, 
Nagareswara Swamy, New 
Ayyappa Swamy, and Rambotla 

temples also witnessed heavy 
crowds. Thousands of  devotees 
released Karthika Deepams 
into the KC Canal at Vinayaka 
Ghat and the Tungabhadra Riv-
er near Durga Ghat.

Srisailam temple EO M Srinivasa Rao and MLA Budda Rajasekhar Reddy lightning Jwala Thoranam during Karthika Purnima celebrations on Wednesday |  EXPRESS

Lokesh lauds academic progress  
of Madanapalle Institute

Tirupati: N Vijaya Bhaskar Choudary, Founder of 
MITS Deemed to be University, Madanapalle, met 

HRD Minister Nara Lokesh in Amaravati. During the 
meeting, Choudary briefed Lokesh on achievements  

of MITS in higher education, and infrastructure 
expansion. Lokesh lauded their efforts toward 

academic excellence and student-centric growth

MLA inspects arrangements for 
Bhakta Kanakadasa Jayanti
Anantapur: Preparations for the State-sponsored 
Bhakta Kanakadasa Jayanti celebrations are 
underway in Kalyanadurgam. Education Minister 
Nara Lokesh will unveil the Kanakadasa statue 
during the event. MLA Amilineni Surendra Babu 
reviewed arrangements on Wednesday, 
accompanied by the RDO, DSP, Electricity officials
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The Red Sanders Anti-Smuggling Task Force (RSASTF) 
seized 20 logs and arrested nine smugglers in Srikalahasti 
range forests during a combing operation led by RI Sai 
Giridhar and ARSI N Eeshwar Reddy on Wednesday

NINE 
HELD

Musalimadugu set to be an emerging 
eco-tourism destination in Chittoor
N E T H A J I  K U M A R A M A N G A L A M 
@ Tirupati

DEPUTY Chief  Minister Pa-
wan Kalyan will inaugurate the 
Musalimadugu Kumki Ele-
phant Training Camp in Chit-
toor coming Sunday, marking 
its transformation into an eco-
tourism destination.

Located near Palamaner on 
the Andhra Pradesh–Karnata-
ka–Tamil Nadu border, the 50-
acre camp, managed by the For-
est Department, is being 
upgraded to attract nature lov-
ers and wildlife enthusiasts. 

The initiative aims to pro-
mote awareness of  human–ele-
phant coexistence while offer-
ing visitors a glimpse of  trained 
elephants’ daily activities and 
behaviour.

To address this, the State For-
est Department has adopted the 
Kumki elephant model, in 
which trained elephants assist 
in managing wild herds and 

guiding them back into forest 
areas. Chittoor District Collec-
tor Sumit Kumar said plans are 
under way to develop Musali-
madugu into a major tourist 
hub with facilities such as 
washrooms, drinking water 
points, and seating areas, all 
adhering to wildlife board 
norms. He recently inspected 
the site and directed forest of-
ficials to prepare a detailed de-
velopment plan.

Speaking to TNIE, Chittoor 
Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) 
Subba Raju said, “The Deputy 
Chief  Minister will officially 
inaugurate the Musalimadugu 
Kumki Elephant Training 
Camp, most likely coming Sun-
day. After the inauguration, 
visitors will be allowed to visit 
the camp to learn about hu-
man–wildlife conflict and un-
derstand the nature and behav-
iour of  tuskers.”

The camp serves as the base 
for trained elephants - provid-

ing facilities for their acclima-
tization, training of  mahouts, 
and maintenance infrastruc-
ture. It will now be upgraded as 
an eco-tourism destination, al-
lowing visitors to observe the 
elephants’ behaviour, food hab-
its, and interactions with 
humans.

The camp houses three 
trained elephants — Krishna, 
Jayanth, and Vinayak — 
brought from Karnataka to as-
sist in managing wild herds 
that stray into farmlands. Fa-

cilities at the camp include 
feeding kitchens, fodder stor-
age, water sources, and solar 
fencing to prevent animal 
intrusion.

Officials said the site serves 
as a training base for mahouts 
and forest personnel involved 
in Kumki operations. The ini-
tiative forms part of  the Forest 
Department’s efforts to reduce 
human–elephant conflict, 
which has intensified in recent 
years in southern Chittoor.

The Collector said the wel-
fare of  trained elephants re-
mains a top priority, with prop-
er fodder, medical care, space, 
and environmental enrichment 
being ensured in line with na-
tional guidelines.

Once operational, Musalima-
dugu is expected to emerge as a 
key eco-tourism centre promot-
ing community awareness, con-
servation education, and sus-
tainable coexistence with 
wildlife.

Dy CM to inaugurate it soon; Project aims to boost awareness of human–tusker coexistence

Musalimadugu Kumki Elephant Training 
Camp in Chittoor district |  EXPRESS

Woman delivers 
baby aboard train
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Visakhapatnam

A woman passenger travelling 
on the Prashanti Express 
(Train No. 18464, SBC-Bhu-
baneswar) delivered a baby boy 
on board early on Tuesday, 
prompting swift assistance 
from the Railway Protection 
Force (RPF) and station staff  at 
Anakapalle railway station.

As per RPF Circle Inspector 
(CI) Srinivasa Reddy, a message 
was received at 9.30 am from 
the Deputy Station Superin-
tendent at Anakapalle, report-
ing that a woman in the S4 
coach, berth number 64, was in 
labour pain and required im-
mediate assistance upon the 
train’s arrival.

“The train reached Anaka-
palle at 10.09 am, where RPF 
Assistant Sub-Inspector P 
Venkati Babu, on-duty staff  
members, and licensed woman 
porter B Laxmi attended to the 
passenger, identified as Sunita 
Chatar of  West Singhbhum dis-
trict in Jharkhand. By the time 
they reached her, she had al-

ready given birth to a healthy 
baby boy with help from her 
husband and two women Trav-
elling Ticket Examiners,” the 
CI revealed. 

The woman’s husband in-
formed officials that the couple 
had boarded the train at Dhone 
and that his wife had begun ex-
periencing labour pains around 
7.30 am, eventually giving birth 
before reaching Anakapalle.

“An ambulance was arranged 
immediately, and both mother 
and child were transported to 
the Government Hospital in 
Anakapalle. Medical authori-
ties confirmed that both were 
stable,” the CI added. 

K’TAKA LAW UNIV

Guv receives 
Honorary 
Doctorate

Meena warns 
negligent 
excise officials

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE Karnataka State Law Uni-
versity conferred an Honorary 
Doctor of  Laws degree on AP 
Governor S Abdul Nazeer dur-
ing its 7th convocation at the 
Farmer’s Knowledge Centre, 
University of  Agricultural Sci-
e n c e s ,  D h a r w a d ,  o n 
Wednesday.

Karnataka Governor and 
University Chancellor Thaa-
war Chand Gehlot presented 
the honorary degree to the Gov-
ernor. Minister for Law, Jus-
tice, Parliamentary Affairs and 
Legislation and University Pro-
Chancellor HK Patil attended 
as Guest of  Honour.

Vice-Chancellor C Basavara-
ju conducted the convocation, 
which was also addressed by 
Chief  Guest and former Su-
preme Court judge Shivaraj V 
Patil, who serves as Chairman
of  the Karnataka State Border
a n d  R i v e r  P r o t e c t i o n 
Commission.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

PRINCIPAL Secretary (General 
Administration–Political, Ex-
cise and Mines) Mukesh Kumar 
Meena on Wednesday warned 
of  strict action against officials 
showing negligence in duties. 

He said any act harming the 
State government’s reputation 
would be dealt with seriously. 
Referring to the Mulakalach-
eruvu spurious liquor case, 

The Excise Commissioner 
and Enforcement Director will 
hold fortnightly reviews, while 
Meena will review key issues 
monthly. He cautioned officials 
against corruption, citing the 
CM’s directive for firm action. 

Excise Director Chamukuri 
Sridhar ordered data-based re-
ports on toddy production and 
prompt action on pending cas-
es. Enforcement Director Ra-
hul Dev Sharma instructed liq-
uor registration in the Suraksha 
App and vigil against illegal 
distillation.

BR Naidu highlights major 
TTD pilgrim-friendly reforms
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

TTD Chairman BR Naidu on Wednes-
day termed his one-year tenure as a 
“satisfactory and enriching experi-
ence,” saying the board took key deci-
sions to enhance the sanctity 
and services of  the Lord 
Venkateswara Swamy temple 
at Tirumala.

Addressing the media in 
Hyderabad, he said the board 
prioritised protecting the tem-
ple’s religious sanctity by re-
moving non-Hindu employees 
in line with legal provisions, a 
move welcomed by the global 
Hindu community. 

Action was initiated against 
political speeches and false 
propaganda, hurting the devo-
tees’ sentiments. He said the 
feedback system by AP Digital 
Corporation was launched to 
gather suggestions. 

“We reclaimed 25 acres 
around Tirumala, including Alipiri Zoo 
Park and Muntaz Hotel sites, from the 
Tourism Department. We have also 
amended religious laws to curb com-
mercial activities and promote spiritu-

al programmes,” he said, adding that 
the regularisation of  contract drivers 
and lecturers with over 15 years of  serv-
ice is in process.

Naidu said that TTD would build one 
temple in every state capital and build 

5,000 temples in Dalit, Harijan, 
and fishermen colonies in AP.
He said measures were being 
taken to curb online fraud, in-
cluding the setting up of  a cy-
bersecurity lab in Tirumala.

He said proposals were sent 
to rename Renigunta Airport 
as ‘Sri Venkateswara Interna-
tional Airport,’ with plans to 
give it a temple-style design.

TTD has allotted `131 crore 
to boost SVIMS Super Special-
ity Hospital, including the re-
cruitment of  medical staff. 

“We are reviving the AI-
based darshan system to en-
sure devotees complete dar-
shan within two hours. Under 
the new EO, Anil Kumar Sing-

hal, this project is back on track. TTD 
received `918 crore in donations over 
the last 11 months — the highest in its 
history — reflecting devotees’ renewed 
faith,” Naidu said.

We have amended 
religious laws to 
curb commercial 

activities and 
promote spiritual 

programmes at 
Tirumala

BR Naidu, TTD 
Chairman

he QS Asia University Rankings 2026 have 
been released, with KIIT-DU emerging 
as the top-ranked institution in Odisha 
among both public and private universi-
ties. Nationally too, KIIT has registered 

an impressive performance, securing the 294th 
rank in Asia, placing it among several globally 
reputed universities. Among 
India’s private universities, KIIT 
has earned a highly respect-
able position.

Every year, the QS Rankings 
are prepared based on evalu-
ations of universities across 
the world. In the latest 2026 
edition of the QS Asia Univer-
sity Rankings, KIIT has once 
again retained its top position 
in Odisha among both public 
and private universities, while 
also maintaining a commend-
able rank at the national level. 
In Eastern India, KIIT continues 
to hold the number one posi-
tion. This achievement reflects 
KIIT’s strong commitment to 
excellence in higher education.

Over 1,500 universities from 
across the world participated 
in this year’s ranking, with 555 new universities 
being evaluated for the first time. Notably, KIIT 
was also ranked within the 501 cohort in the 
Times Higher Education (THE) Rankings re-
cently, where it was recognised as the 5th best 
university in India.

The QS Asia University Rankings are based on 
criteria such as Citations per Paper, Papers per 
Faculty, Academic Reputation, Faculty Student 
Ratio, Sta� with PhD, International Research 
Network, International Students, Outbound 
Exchange, International Faculty, and Employer 
Reputation.

Expressing his happiness 
over the achievement, Dr. 
Achyuta Samanta, Founder of 
KIIT and KISS, said that the QS 
Asia University Rankings are a 
reflection of KIIT’s continuous 
pursuit of academic excel-
lence. “KIIT has consistently 
maintained its strong position 
in all world rankings, bringing 
pride and recognition to Od-
isha,” he said.

He further noted that de-
spite being a relatively young 
university — only 22 years old 
— KIIT has performed remark-
ably well in global university 
rankings and stands shoulder 
to shoulder with some of the 
world’s most prestigious insti-
tutions.

Dr. Samanta congratulated 
all the faculty members, sta�, and students 
of KIIT for their contribution to this success. In 
turn, the faculty, sta�, and students of both 
KIIT and KISS expressed their deep gratitude to 
Dr. Samanta for his vision and leadership that 
made this achievement possible.

SMD INITIATIVE

T

QS Asia University Rankings 
2026: KIIT Tops in Odisha

� KIIT ranked 294th 
in Asia in the QS Asia 
University Rankings 
2026, securing the top 
position in Odisha.

� Continues to be the 
No. 1 university in East-
ern India, reflecting 
excellence in academics 
and global standards.

� Achievement 
highlights KIIT’s strong 
research output, 
international outlook, 
and student-faculty 
ecosystem.
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CPI leaders K Ramakrishna & Palla Venkata Reddy slammed  
the NDA governments for rampant privatisation, rising debts  
and corruption, urging cadres to launch strong movements to  
end ‘misrule’ & defend public education and welfare

RISING 
DEBTS

THURSDAY06�11�2025

`203.69 cr boost 
to minority 
welfare projects
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

IN a major boost to minority 
welfare, the State government 
has sanctioned and released 
`203.69 crore under the Prad-
han Mantri Jan Vikas Kar-
yakram (PMJVK) to expedite 
development works in minori-
ty-concentrated areas, an-
nounced Minister for Law and 
Minority Welfare NMD Farooq 
on Wednesday.

The funds, allocated under 
the 2025–26 State budget, will 
support infrastructure projects, 
skill development, and socio-
economic upliftment initiatives 

under the cen-
trally spon-
sored scheme. 
Government 
orders have 
already been 
issued to en-
sure immedi-

ate implementation.
Speaking from Amaravati, 

Minister Farooq said the NDA 
coalition government under 
Chief  Minister Nara Chan-
drababu Naidu is committed to 
inclusive growth and efficient 
use of  central funds. “We are 
ensuring transparent and effec-
tive implementation of  PMJVK 
to address the needs of  minori-
ty-dominated regions,” he 
stated.

He noted that PMJVK aims 
to strengthen basic infrastruc-
ture, such as schools, hostels, 
health centres, and community 
facilities, in areas with sub-
stantial minority populations.

SAEL to invest `22k cr 
in renewable, data and 
port sectors in State
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

IN a major boost to Andhra 
Pradesh’s clean energy and in-
dustrial growth, SAEL Indus-
tries Limited has announced 
investments worth `22,000 
crore across renewable energy, 
biomass, data centres, and port 
development. The projects are 
expected to generate 7,000 di-
rect and 70,000 indirect jobs 
across the State.

SAEL Industries, a 
leading player in re-
newable energy with 
an expanding foot-
print in data and port-
linked infrastructure, 
has already commis-
sioned 600 MW in just 
nine months, demon-
strating strong execu-
tion capabilities as it 
scales up operations 
under the new MoU 
w i t h  t h e  S t a t e 
government.

The MoU outlines a 
multi-sector pipeline 
covering utility-scale 
solar and storage, biomass-
based power, a hyperscale-
ready data centre, and port-
linked infrastructure aimed at 
boosting industrial and logis-
tics efficiency.

Seven solar and Battery En-
ergy Storage System (BESS) 
projects totalling over 1,750 
MW are proposed across Kada-
pa and Kurnool districts. These 
include NHPC and SECI-linked 
projects designed to ensure 

round-the-clock renewable 
power for industries and data 
centres.

Additionally, SAEL plans a 
200 MW biomass programme 
through eight 25 MW plants, 
creating rural jobs and build-
ing agricultural residue value 
chains. A ̀ 3,000-crore data cen-
tre project is planned to lever-
age the State’s digital infra-
structure, while a `4,000-crore 
port development initiative will 

enhance maritime lo-
gistics and export 
competitiveness.

Minister N Lokesh 
welcomed the an-
nouncement, saying, 
“I’m delighted that 
SAEL Industries will 
be investing `22,000 
crore in AP. As one of  
the early players un-
der the State’s inte-
grated clean energy 
policy, SAEL has show-
cased exceptional ex-
ecution expertise. We 
look forward to their 
continued invest -
ments under various 

policy frameworks.”
Under the MoU, SAEL will 

bring investment, technology, 
and design expertise, while the 
APEDB will facilitate approv-
als and coordination. The 
agreement is valid for 12 
months, with provisions for 
confidentiality, mutual amend-
ments and adherence to Indian 
laws, ensuring transparent im-
plementation through competi-
tive bidding norms.

Rural students take 1st flight to Delhi
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

IN a virtual interaction that ig-
nited young minds, Minister 
for Investments and Infrastruc-
ture BC Janardhan Reddy fe-
licitated 52 government school 
students selected for the pres-
tigious Science Exposure Tour 
to New Delhi, organised jointly 
by the Andhra Pradesh Science 
City (SCAP) and Samagra Shik-
sha Abhiyan.

The video conference, held 
from the Samagra Shiksha of-
fice in Vijayawada, was attend-
ed by senior officials, including 
Special Chief  Secretary (I&I) 
Krishna Babu, Education Sec-
retary Kona Shashidhar, Sama-

gra Shiksha SPD Srinivas, and 
AP Science City CEO Kesineni 
Venkateswarlu.

Addressing the students, 
Reddy described the initiative 
as a reflection of  CM N Chan-
drababu Naidu and HRD Min-

ister Nara Lokesh’s vision to 
foster scientific curiosity 
among children in government 
and rural schools. “For the first 
time, such a large group of  gov-
ernment school students will 
experience air travel, a mile-

stone under the NDA coalition 
government,” he said proudly.

Two students from each of  
the 26 districts were chosen for 
the three-day tour, scheduled 
from November 6 to 8. The itin-
erary includes visits to the Na-
tional Science Museum, Nehru 
Planetarium, and the Russian 
Science and Cultural Centre, 
offering hands-on exposure to 
science and innovation.

Highlighting CM’s directive 
to instill scientific tempera-
ment from a young age, he laud-
ed SCAP and Samagra Shiksha 
for promoting rural talent. Stu-
dents will interact with NASA 
engineers and leading scien-
tists, gaining global insights 
into technology.

Dy CM to visit 
Chittoor and 
Tirupati dists 
from Nov 8
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

DEPUTY Chief Minister and 
Minister for Forests, Environ-
ment, Science, and Technology 
Pawan Kalyan will undertake a 
two-day official visit to Tirupa-
ti and Chittoor districts from 
November 8. 

On the first day, he will in-
spect the red sanders depot in 
Tirupati district and hold a re-
view meeting at the Collector-

ate with task force 
members and 

forest officials 
t o  d i s c u s s 
strategies to 
curb illegal 
red sanders 

smuggling. 
On November 9, 

he will visit the Kumki Ele-
phant Camp in Palamaner to 
review conservation measures 
and assess the use of  advanced 
technologies for managing and 
mitigating human-elephant 
conflicts while promoting sus-
tainable coexistence between 
communities and wildlife.

Bhuvaneswari honoured 
with 2 prestigious awards
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

CHIEF Minister N Chandraba-
bu Naidu has called for a shared 
sense of  responsibility between 
the administration and indus-
trialists to build a strong foun-
dation for future generations. 

He was speaking at an event 
where the Institute of  Direc-
tors, London, conferred the Dis-
tinguished Fellowship 2025 on 
his wife, Nara Bhuvaneswari, 
in recognition of  her contribu-
tions to sociological initiatives. 
Heritage Foods, which she 
heads, also received the Golden 
Peacock Award for excellence 
in corporate governance.

In his keynote address, Naidu 
expressed pride at his wife’s 
recognition and said the grow-
ing partnership between India 
and the UK, strengthened by 
the trade cooperation agree-
ment signed in July, reflected 
the evolving global economic 
order. He stressed that govern-
ments and organisations must 
recalibrate their vision to 
match global trends, particu-
larly in the age of  rapid techno-
logical change.

H i g h l i g h t i n g  A n d h r a 
Pradesh’s forward-looking poli-
cies, Naidu said the upcoming 

Google AI Data Centre in Visa-
khapatnam will serve as a cata-
lyst for innovation, research, 
and skill development. “Tech-
nology should always be used 
to improve living standards,” 
he said, citing the Montha cy-
clone response as an example 
where real-time data helped 
minimise casualties and prop-
erty damage.

He added that the State’s 
business-friendly environment 

had drawn significant invest-
ments within a short span. 
Naidu also reiterated his gov-
ernment’s commitment to de-
veloping Amaravati as a blue 
and green city, combining sus-
tainability with modern infra-
structure. Describing climate 
change as the biggest global 
challenge, he called for interna-
tional collaboration to safe-
guard the planet for future gen-
erations. The CM  congratulated 

all award recipients, including
Nara Bhuvaneswari ,  Dr 
Krishnaprasad Chigurupati, 
Prof. Peter Bonfield, and Harsh-
bina Jhaveri, for their out-
standing contributions.

In her address, Nara Bhu-
vaneswari, Managing Trustee 
of  the NTR Trust, outlined the 
trust’s social initiatives such as 
free health clinics, mobile 
health camps under the San-
jeevani programme, and access 
to safe drinking water. She em-
phasised the trust’s focus on 
women’s empowerment, skill 
training, and rehabilitation ef-
forts during natural calamities
in Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana.

Minister for IT and HRD 
Nara Lokesh expressed pride 
on social media, describing his 
mother as “an inspiring role 
model whose leadership and in-
tegrity have made a lasting im-
pact.” He lauded Heritage 
Foods for emerging as a sector 
winner in a rigorous three-tier 
global evaluation.

Actor and politician Nanda-
muri Balakrishna said the hon-
ours brought pride to Telugu 
people worldwide, calling Bhu-
vaneswari “a visionary whose 
dedication continues to inspire 
generations.”

CM urges industrialists to lay a strong foundation for future growth

Students showing their  f light tickets in a virtual interaction with Investments and 
Infrastructure Minister BC Janardhan Reddy on Wednesday I  EXPRESS

Managing Trustee of NTR Trust N Bhuvaneswari  receives the prestigious awards at a ceremony in London I  EXPRESS

The growing partnership between 
India and the UK, strengthened by 

the trade cooperation agreement in 
July, reflected the evolving global 

economic order

Chandrababu Naidu, CM
I’m delighted that 

SAEL Industries 
will be investing 
`22,000 cr in AP. 

As one of the early 
players under the 

State’s integrated 
clean energy 
policy, SAEL 

showcased best 
execution 
expertise

Lokesh, HRD Minister

PMJVK SCHEME

Durgesh invites investors to boost  
AP tourism at World Travel Market

Procurement 
of paddy to be 
transparent
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

CIVIL Supplies Minister 
Nadendla Manohar said the 
government ensured justice to 
farmers through transparent 
policies and timely payments, 
unlike the previous regime.

Addressing the media in Vi-
jayawada, he announced the 
State is ready to procure 51 lakh 
metric tonnes (MT) of  paddy 
this Kharif  season, worth 
`12,200 crore. A total of  4,041 
Farmer Service Centres, 3,803 
procurement centres and 16,700 
staff  have been mobilised, with 
six crore gunny bags readied.

Payments to farmers are now 
made within 48 hours, to be re-
duced to 24 hours soon. The de-
partment will use Bluetooth-
enabled moisture metres to 
ensure transparency. From 
January, rice cardholders will 
get 1 kg wheat flour at `18, 
while 50,000 tarpaulins will be 
distributed to safeguard crops. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

TOURISM Minister Kandula 
Durgesh has invited interna-
tional investors to explore op-
p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  A n d h r a 
Pradesh’s thriving tourism sec-
tor, assuring full government 
support and streamlined clear-
ances under the NDA regime.

Speaking at the World Travel 
Market (WTM) 2025 in London, 
Durgesh highlighted Andhra 
Pradesh as a premier destina-
tion for tourism investments, 
backed by progressive policies, 

infrastructure upgrades, and 
investor-friendly incentives. 
“Visit AP to experience its nat-
ural beauty and invest with 
confidence. The NDA govern-
ment guarantees hassle-free 
processes and attractive incen-

tives,” he told global delegates.
Durgesh showcased the 

State’s new Tourism Policy 
2024–29, which aims to position 
AP as a hub for eco, adventure, 
wellness, heritage, and cruise 
tourism. He noted that over 
`12,000 crore in investments 
have already been attracted in 
one year through public-private 
partnerships. Key initiatives 
include caravan tourism, home-
stays, tent cities, and a new 
land allotment policy. “Star ho-
tels and beach resorts are com-
ing up, thanks to our investor-
friendly approach,” he said.

Special development 
authority for ASR likely
Continued from page 1

Ministers Vangalapudi Anitha (Home), Nimmala Ramanaidu 
(Water Resources Development), Nadendla Manohar (Civil 
Supplies), and BC Janardhan Reddy (Roads and Buildings) at-
tended the meeting in person, while Y Satya Kumar Yadav 
(Health) joined virtually. 

The GoM discussed a wide range of  public submissions on 
new districts and revenue divisions. 

The Chief  Commissioner of  Land Administration (CCLA) is 
now preparing a  report to submit it to Chief  Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu for final approval. 

A key agenda item was the proposed Special Development 
Authority for Alluri Sitarama Raju District, aimed at accelerat-
ing infrastructure development, and welfare initiatives in the 
tribal-dominated region. 

The GoM examined its structure, funding model, and imple-
mentation strategy. The meeting also discussed rehabilitation 
plans for Polavaram project displaced families, focusing on 
land allotment, and sustainable livelihood options for them.

Study tour to Singapore for 78 Best 
Teacher awardees from November 27 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

MINISTER for HRD and IT 
Nara Lokesh has directed offi-
cials to organise a study tour to 
Singapore for 78 Best Teacher 
Award recipients from Andhra 
Pradesh. 

Scheduled from November 27 
to December 2, the tour will ex-
pose teachers to innovative 
classroom practices and ad-
vanced learning systems in 
Singaporean schools. Partici-
pants will later submit reports 
on how these models can en-
hance education standards in 
the State.

At a review meeting held at 
his Undavalli residence, Lokesh 
also reviewed arrangements 
for the Student Assembly on 
November 26 and the Mega Par-
ent-Teacher Meet on December 
5, aimed at strengthening com-
munity participation in 
education.

Emphasising real-time stu-
dent tracking through the 

LEAP app, he urged intensified 
school monitoring and im-
proved e-office operations. 
Lokesh announced a 100-day ac-
tion plan to strengthen Founda-
tional Literacy and Numeracy 
(FLN) and replicate Kadapa 

m o d e l  s m a r t  k i t c h e n s 
statewide.

‘78,000 youth employed 
through 406 job fairs’ 
Since the NDA Government as-
sumed office, 406 job fairs held 

across 175 constituencies have 
provided employment to over 
78,000 youth, said HRD and IT 
Minister Nara Lokesh. 

Chairing a review meeting 
on Skill Development at his Un-
davalli residence, he urged of-
ficials to expand industry part-
nerships and train students in 
AI, digital skills, and emerging 
technologies to meet global de-
mands. Lokesh highlighted the 
need to align ITI and Polytech-
nic curricula with industry 
requirements. 

Officials reported that 94.6% 
of  Polytechnic and 98% of  ITI 
graduates secured jobs, sup-
ported by 30 industry-linked 
courses and 12 model career 
centres that trained 1.22 lakh 
youth.

The State has tied up with 273 
industries in 16 sectors, while 
discussions are underway with 
IFLU to offer foreign language 
training for overseas place-
ments. Lokesh also proposed a 
state-level NAAC centre and a 
youth skill portal.

Zero tolerance to graft in 
revenue offices: Minister
Continued from page 1

“The raids were launched in re-
sponse to complaints of  irregu-
larities and corrupt practices 
in the registration offices,” 
read an ACB official release.  “A 
report on the irregularities 
found in SROs will be sent sent 
to top revenue officials, recom-
mending action against the er-
rant staff  of  SROs,” an ACB of-
ficial said.  

Responding to the ACB raids 
on SROs, Revenue Minister An-
agani Satya Prasad described 
them as a positive signal of  
transparent governance under 
the NDA rule. “We will take 
stringent action against those 
involved in corrupt practices. 

The ACB raids will instill fear 
among SRO staff  who resort to 
indulge in corruption,” he ob-
served. The Revenue Minister 
said, “We have suspended sev-
eral officials earlier for indulg-
ing in corruption. 

The NDA government will 
continue its zero tolerance to 
corruption policy as it is com-
mitted to ensuring transparent 
and efficient administration.”

Focus on autism 
support & libraries
He proposed establishing 
Bhavita Autism Support 
Centres, motivating 
students for NMMS 
scholarships, and improving 
public and digital libraries, 
aligning education with 
skill and industry needs

Elated tribal families perform ‘Ksheera 
Abhishekam’ to Pawan Kalyan’s portrait
Continued from page 1

It was executed using Central 
funds under the Non-PV GEET 
scheme of  the Ministry of  New 
and Renewable Energy.

As a sustainable measure, so-
lar panels were also installed 
and connected to the grid—the 
first hybrid solar-wind power 
system in a tribal village under 
the PM Janman Yojana, costing 
`10.22 lakh.

“Under the leadership of  
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the Centre has allocated 
funds to bring light to remote 
tribal peaks. The NDA govern-
ment in the State under Chief  
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu 

prioritises provision of  basic 
infrastructure for all—the elec-
trification of  Gudem stands as 
a proof,” Pawan Kalyan said.

He extended gratitude to En-
ergy Minister Ravi Kumar,  the 
APEPDCL CMD and field staff  
for overcoming extreme chal-
lenges to complete the work in 
just 15 days.

Overwhelmed with joy, the 
tribal families celebrated the 
occasion. They performed 
‘Ksheera Abhishekam’ to the 
portrait of  Pawan Kalyan, ex-
pressing gratitude. Yelaman-
chili MLA Sundarapu Vijay Ku-
mar, Jana Sena activists from 
Araku visited the hamlet and 
joined the celebrations.



Ghazala Hashmi is Virginia Lt Governer
New York:  Hyderabad-born 
American politician Ghazala 
Hashmi has been elected as Vir-
ginia’s Lieutenant Governor, be-
coming the first Muslim and South 
Asian American to be elected to 
the top political post in the state.

Hashmi, 61, a Democrat secured 
1,465,634 votes (54.2 per cent), way 
ahead of  her Republican rival 
John Reid, who secured 1,232,242 
votes, with 79 per cent of  votes .

The Virginia State Senator, who 
emerged victorious on Election 
Day Tuesday, was among the over 
30 Indian-Americans and South 
Asian candidates running for of-
fice for key nationwide positions 
in the 2025 elections.

Hashmi’s election was among 
the most-closely watched as she 
was in the fray for the top state 
post.

“As an experienced educator 
and advocate of  inclusive values 
and social justice, her legislative 
priorities include public educa-
tion, voting rights and the preser-
vation of  democracy, reproductive 
freedom, gun violence prevention, 
the environment, housing and af-
fordable healthcare access,” her 
official profile said.

Community organisation The 
Indian American Impact Fund 
congratulated Hashmi on her his-
toric victory in the General Elec-
tion for Virginia’s Lieutenant Gov-
ernor. As part of  its commitment 
to electing barrier-breaking lead-

ers, Impact said it had invested 
USD 175,000 in Hashmi’s campaign 
to mobilise voters and strengthen 
representation at every level of  
government.

Executive Director of  the Indian 
American Impact Fund Chintan 
Patel described Hashmi’s vic-
tory as a landmark moment 
for the community, Com-
m o n w e a l t h  a n d 
democracy.

‘An immigrant, educa-
tor and tireless advocate, 
she has dedicated her life to 
expanding opportunity and de-
livering results for working fami-
lies across Virginia. From repro-
ductive freedom and affordable 
healthcare to public education and 
housing equity, Ghazala Hashmi 
has led on the issues that matter 
most to Virginians,’ Patel said.

Hashmi was first elected to of-
fice in November 2019, upsetting 

the Republican incumbent and de-
livering the majority to Democrats 
for the first time in years and 
s h o c k i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l 
establishment.

Indian American Impact Fund 
noted that Hashmi had made his-

tory in 2019 with her victory, 
flipping the Republican-held 

seat to help Democrats 
take control of  the State 
Senate.

‘Tonight she’s made his-
tory again as Virginia’s 

first South Asian American 
and Muslim Lieutenant Gover-

nor. Impact was proud to support 
her from the very beginning be-
cause we knew what was at stake: 
protecting our rights, defending 
our communities from MAGA ex-
tremism, and expanding opportu-
nity for all who call Virginia 
home.’   In 2024, Hashmi was 
named Chair of  the Senate Educa-

tion and Health Committee. As a 
state Senator, Ghazala has dedi-
cated her efforts to improving the 
lives of  others, focusing on issues 
of  inequity in housing, education, 
health care, environmental justice 
and much more.

 Hashmi, born in Hyderabad in 
1964, was four years old when she 
emigrated to the US with her 
mother and older brother from In-
dia, joining her father in Georgia 
where he was pursuing his PhD in 
international relations and begin-
ning his university teaching 
career. 

She grew up in that small col-
lege town, at a time when public 
schools were being desegregated, 
and so she saw firsthand how com-
munities can be built and dialogue 
promoted through intentional ef-
forts to bridge cultural, racial, and 
socioeconomic divides, her cam-
paign said.

After graduating as valedictori-
an of  her high school class and re-
ceiving multiple full scholarships 
and fellowships, Hashmi earned a 
BA with honours from Georgia 
Southern University and her PhD 
in American literature from Emo-
ry University in Atlanta.

Hashmi and her husband, Azhar, 
moved as newlyweds to the Rich-
mond area in 1991.  She spent near-
ly 30 years as a professor, first 
teaching at the University of  Rich-
mond and then at Reynolds Com-
munity College.  PTI 

First Muslim and South Asian American to be elected to the top coveted post in the American state

Geothermal tourism project for A.P
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

IN a major stride towards clean 
and sustainable energy, Andhra 
Pradesh has been chosen by En-
ergy Efficiency Services Limited 
(EESL) as the country’s launchpad 
for introducing world-class Geo-
thermal Energy Technology (GET) 
in the tourism sector. The initia-
tive aligns with the Union govern-
ment’s vision of  promoting eco-
nomic growth through green 
technologies.

The State will soon host India’s 

largest geothermal pilot project in 
Araku Valley and Visakhapatnam, 
two of  its most popular tourist des-
tinations. The decision was final-
ised after extensive consultations 
between EESL CEO Akhilesh Ku-
mar Dixit, Special Chief  Secretary 
(Housing & Tourism) Ajay Jain, 
and AP Tourism Managing Direc-
tor Amrapali Kata.

The pilot project aims to demon-
strate how geothermal systems 
can provide sustainable heating 
and cooling solutions, significant-
ly cutting energy use while en-

hancing visitor comfort. By har-
nessing the earth’s constant 
underground temperature found 
at depths of  7 to 8 meters, these 
systems deliver efficient and eco-
friendly climate control.

Advanced technologies like 
Earth Air Tunnel (EAT) systems 
and Ground Source Heat Pumps 
(GSHP) can slash electricity con-
sumption by up to 50%, require 
minimal maintenance, and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. With a 
payback period of  just three to 
four years.

Democrat Ghazala Hashmi speaks on stage 
at an election night watch party after she 
declared as the winner |  AP/PTI

Minor, 3 friends kill man 
over spilled chutney row
Hyderabad: A 45-year-old labourer 
was allegedly killed by four youths, 
one of them a minor, following a 
quarrel over a spilled chutney at 
Nacharam. The victim, Murali Krishna, 
. Police on Tuesday identified the 
three adult accused as Mohammad 
Junaid (18), Sheikh Saifuddin (18) 
and Ponna Manikanta (21), while the 
juvenile is aged 16. All four have 
reportedly confessed to their 
involvement in the crime. All accused 
and that the victim’s family would 
receive justice. Investigation is on

E X P R E S S  R E A D
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From Malakpet to Virginia 
Lieutenant Governor
Hashmi, born in Hyderabad in 1964, was four 
years old when she emigrated to the US with 
her mother and older brother from India, 
joining her father in Georgia where he was 
pursuing his PhD in international relations 
and beginning his university teaching career.
After graduating as valedictorian of her high 
school class and receiving multiple  
scholarships and fellowships, she earned a 
BA with honours from Georgia Southern 
University and PhD in American literature. 
Graduating as valedictorian of high school

No. 287/DIP/KKL/ADVT/2025 EXECUTIVE ENGINEER - I&PH

GOVERNMENT OF PUDUCHERRY  

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
KARAIKAL

e-TENDER NOTICE No.37/I&PH/TN/2025-26                Dt.05.11.2025

Notice inviting e-Tender
The Executive Engineer, Irrigation and Public Health Division, PWD, Karaikal 

invites on behalf of the President of India, online bids for the following Work(s): 
 Name of Work: Standardization and improvements to Karaikal channel from FCI road near 
Jipmer campus to Kamarajar salai at Karaikal. Estimate Cost: Rs.8,54,45,349/- (inclusive 
of GST). Earnest Money: Rs. 17,08,907/-. Period of Completion: Twelve (12) Months 
(Including Monsoon period). Last time & date of submission of tender: on 25.11.2025. 

The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the website  
www.pudutenders.gov.in.
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

TO MAKE OUR STREETS 
SAFER, FOLLOW SUPREME 
COURT ORDER ON STRAYS

REDISTRICTING WIN MORE 
WEIGHTY THAN MAMDANI’S

A
series of  blue waves broke on America’s east and west 
coasts on Tuesday. The one that crashed ashore in 
New York swept in Democrat Zohran Mamdani as the 
second-youngest mayor of  America’s largest city. 
Though Trump reminded the world that he was not 

on the ballot, it’s amply clear from the exit polls that Trump-
ism was. To drive home the point, Mamdani addressed the 
president directly in his victory speech: “Donald Trump, 
since I know you’re watching, I have four words for you: 
Turn the volume up!” The 34-year-old of  Indian descent 
also invoked Jawaharlal Nehru’s ‘Tryst with destiny’ 
speech to ring in the new. However, in a political ‘swamp’ 
where one becomes more centrist the higher one floats, it 
remains to be seen how many path-breaking promises—
from free bus rides, and rent freeze for more than 2 million 
tenants, to universal childcare—this avowed democratic 
socialist gets to keep once he takes oath on January 1. 

More than Mamdani’s election, the wave that swept up 
the west coast will perhaps be more consequential for 
America’s national politics. The passing of  Proposition 50, 
a ballot measure to redraw congressional districts in the 
country’s most populous state, gives Democrats an edge in 
overturning control of  the narrowly-held lower house of  
Congress. It also boosts California Governor Gavin New-
som, who has already thrown his hat into the 2028 presi-
dential ring, among Democrats. The party that was pushed 
out of  a host of  top offices by Trump’s red wave in 2024 will 
savour the gubernatorial wins in Virginia and New Jersey, 
and the Supreme Court wins in Pennsylvania, too.

Tuesday’s elections set the precursory mood for the mid-
terms next year. However, in signs of  caution among the 
Democratic establishment, Barack Obama and Chuck 
Schumer, the seniormost New Yorker in Congress, did not 
endorse Mamdani. Meanwhile Trump, who had warned of  
defunding the city if  it elected Mamdani, can be expected to 
raise the volume of  anti-immigration rhetoric. If  it results 
in a rightwing backlash like what happened after Obama’s 
win, it might imperil millions of  Indian Americans in these 
more polarised times. It would send a signal to anti-immi-
grant politicians around the world, too. The trouble is, a 
ferment that happens in America rarely stays in America.

Q U I C K  TA K E

TEACHER’S 100

AN educator’s greatest triumph is the success of  his stu-
dents. Seen as such, filmmaker Ritwik Ghatak, whose 
birth centenary is being marked this week, lived many 

lifetimes through his illustrious students—Kumar Sha-
hani, Saeed Akhtar Mirza (given the middle name by 
Ghatak himself), Adoor Gopalakrishnan, Mani Kaul, John 
Abraham, Subhash Ghai and Asrani among them. His 
stories—for Bimal Roy’s Madhumati and Hrishikesh 
Mukherjee’s debut Musafir—earned as many accolades as 
his own directorial ventures such as Jukti, Takko ar Gap-
po (Reason, Debate and a Story) and Meghe Dhaka Tara 
(Cloud-Capped Star). Perhaps the maestro’s predicament 
was reflected in a 13-minute short, Rendezvous (1964), that 
he supervised for FTII student R N Shukla, in which a 
woman waits for her paramour—only to be spurned.
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Sporting equality
Ref: Onus beyond the `51-crore bonus  
(Nov 5). The bonus for Team India is 
more than a reward; it’s a statement. But 
statements don’t build legacies, systems do. 
Celebration without structural change risks 
being nothing more than symbolism dressed 
as progress. The real question is not how 
much the BCCI honours women cricketers 
today, but how prepared it is to invest in 
their future. For decades, women’s cricket 
has survived not on institutional generosity, 
but on resilience, passion, and generous 
souls’ sponsorship. If  India truly believes 
in sporting equality, women must not be 
celebrated as an exception after victory—
they must be nurtured as a priority. 
Aditya Kamble, Kalaburagi 
 
Nuclear options
Ref: Trump risks dragging world into a new 
nuclear arms race (Nov 5). From his bag of 
surprises, US President Donald Trump has 
pulled out a new topic. He was careful about 
not mentioning Iran and India, and indicated
that India and Pakistan, as nuclear-equipped 
neighbours, should maintain restraint.
Parthasarathy Mandadi, Tirupati

Environmental justice
Ref: Soil  solution can boost farming, cut 
pollution (Nov 5). More than 30 percent of 
India’s farmland is already nutritionally 
depleted, and our soils hold barely half the 
organic carbon globally considered healthy. 
Protecting soil  is not just agrarian reform—it 
is environmental justice, economic prudence, 
and public health policy rolled into one. 
Sanjeev Jha, New Delhi 

Protect credibility
Ref: Fall of the maple leaf (Nov 5). Canada’s 
crackdown exposes the rot within India’s 
overseas education industry. While students’ 
dreams suffer, unregulated agents profit 
freely. India must urgently regulate and flag 
fraudulent education consultants, ensuring 
transparency and accountability. Protecting 
our youth’s aspirations and our nation’s 
credibility abroad demands reform, rather 
than mere outrage. 
K Chidanand Kumar, Bengaluru

Muzumdar’s credit
Ref: Formidable force (Nov 9). The story of 
Amol Muzumdar, the head coach of the World 
Champions Women’s Team, tells another 
side of Indian cricket. Nature had kept a 
best-fitting reward in reserve, in the form of 
a World Cup title, for the person committed 
to cricket but denied a chance due to an 
abundance of skill. It  is admirable that he 
remained dedicated to the sport.
Jiji Panicker K, Alappuzha

HE term ‘ideology’ has made 
a comeback to dominate the 
Indian public and political 
landscape in the last few years. 
It had become somewhat less 
fashionable since the early 
1990s, but had a faint revival 

in 2014, when the Bharatiya Janata 
Party came to power. It found greater 
traction and mobility ever since the 
BJP sealed its dominance in 2019. 

If  ideology, as a somewhat rigid set or 
system of  ideas, has seen a resurrection 
in more recent years, it can be argued 
that the reason is not the BJP, but the 
Congress. Since the Congress, under the 
leadership of  Rahul Gandhi, began to
perceive the BJP more as an intransigent 
ideological machine and less as a politi-
cal opposition, it too began to devise a 
stubborn ideological response at the op-
posite end of  the spectrum. From being 
a party with definite ideas and princi-
ples, it began to fancy being ideological. 

This response pattern has been a kind 
of  global playbook, and therefore Rahul 
Gandhi definitely came before Zohran 
Mamdani; but, for distinct reasons, 
their levels of  success have varied. Any-
way, this ideological game witnessed a 
new flashpoint in the last few days. 

First, Priyank Kharge, son of  Con-
gress President Mallikarjun Kharge 
and a minister in Karnataka, wrote a 
letter to his own government demand-
ing that the RSS’s activities in public 
places and government premises be reg-
ulated, if  not banned. Next, Kharge Sen-
ior took the idea to Delhi. On October 
31, he asked for banning the RSS. 

The Congress seems to believe that to 
debilitate the RSS, often described as the 
ideological parent or mentor of  the BJP, 
is to checkmate the saffron party. It may 
never have such a clear and straight out-
come, but it is an assumption not with-
out some logical basis. Interestingly,
when Mallikarjun Kharge said he would 
prefer the RSS to be banned, he clarified 
that it was his “personal view”. Kharge 
Senior may have appeared diffident and 
treaded cautiously, but the idea had be-
come the party’s mainstream opinion 
before he became the party’s president. 

Rahul Gandhi’s blunt assertions on the 
RSS and its mentors have often got him 
into legal trouble. In May 2022, he had 
said, “My fight is with the ideology of  the 
RSS and BJP, which is a threat to our 
country. I fight against the hatred and vio-
lence these people spread.” Again, in Jan-
uary 2023, he said he would never enter 
an RSS office, “I’ll have to be beheaded 
before that. My family has an ideology.” 

In Karnataka, this ideological battle 
finds new expression every now and 
then. In the latest round, the Congress 
government is allegedly allocating gov-
ernment land at subsidised prices to 
the Congress Bhavan Trust across the 
state in over a hundred places. When 
the BJP was in power in the state, it had 
allocated large tracts for its own party 
offices and to RSS’s affiliate and sympa-
thetic organisations. Now the Congress 
is doing something similar as an appar-
ent ideological counter, although legal-
ly it may be in troubled waters. 

Interestingly, the Congress did not can-
cel the land allocation the BJP had made 
to itself  and its affiliates; on the contrary, 
it made it an ideological raison d’être to al-
locate itself  more land. This has been  
revealed in detail by The File, a site that 

uses RTI as its primary investigative tool.
Despite such ideological battles that the 

Congress endeavours to construct across 
the nation, ironically, the RSS and BJP 
have always visualised their mission  
as cultural and civilisational. They do not 
use the registers that overtly communi-
cate an ideological strife. It is always about 
cultural and civilisational recovery, resto-
ration and rebuilding; about setting right 
historical injustices, imagined or real.

When the Congress gets ideological, 
when it operates at the extremes of  what 
it assumes to be progressive politics, then 
its liberal claims get dented. Any firm 
ideological position acquires a certain 
blindness, militant idiom, and exclusiv-
ity. It begins to rapidly judge even reason-
able and rational concessions to the oth-
er. It begins to brand and shame those 

who are non-aligned. Therefore, the casu-
alty of  the Congress’s ideological nature 
could be the near-decimation of  a moder-
ate, a centrist, and even a classic liberal. 
This again has become a global feature. 

Studies have shown that the ideological 
divide in the US has become more consoli-
dated since 2008, while the gradual disap-
pearance of  moderates in Republican and 
Democratic parties happened between 
1976 and 2008. The rise of  Zohran Mam-
dani as New York’s mayor-elect may force 
the Democrats to move deeper leftwards 
from the centre. There is an enormous 
difference between the Bernie Sanders 
kind of  socialism and the one espoused 
by Mamdani, who is more cultural. 

In India, too, Rahul Gandhi has tried 
to mix socialist economic ideas with 
caste identity politics, but has not been 
effective for a variety of  reasons. People 
do not see the Congress as loony ideo-
logical, but as an inheritor of  a certain 
kind of  conservative centrism. But Ra-
hul has even used a liberal Constitution 
as an ideological wand to be waved. 

One wonders why the Congress, which 
has taken interest lately in constitutional 
icon B R Ambedkar, has not paid suffi-
cient attention to his ideas of  pragma-
tism. Ambedkar, according to his biogra-
pher Ashok Gopal, did not believe in the 
“finality of  thinking” or “ultimate 
truth”, but argued that “in political nego-
tiations the rule must be what is possi-
ble”. Ambedkar did not want a compro-
mise on principles, but said once the 
principle was agreed upon, “there can be 
no objection to realising it in install-
ments”. Ambedkar felt that such gradu-
ation in politics was inevitable, and in 
some circumstances advantageous. The 
Congress’s ideological hardening does 
not accommodate this nuance, but at-
tempts an instant revolutionary flavour.

British writer and academic Raymond 
Willams wrote that the term ‘ideology’ 
was used in a pejorative sense first by 
Napoleon, as a kind of  “abstract, im-
practical and fanatical theory” to char-
acterise the French revolution. That 
characterisation has remained in popu-
lar argument. Marx and Engels, too, 
used it to mean ‘illusion’, ‘unreality’ and 
‘false consciousness’ in some of  their 
writings. Willams also pointed out the 
distinction that has historically been 
made between ‘ideology’ and ‘science’. 

In this light, the Congress party may 
benefit from deliberating how much 
ideological positioning is good for it, 
and how much to embrace pragmatism 
and principles.   (Views are personal)

 (sugatasriraju@gmail.com)

T WHEN THE GRAND 
OLD CENTRIST PARTY 

MOVES TO A SIDE

The Congress is getting more ideological while trying to counter  
the BJP and the RSS. It can learn from Ambedkar, whose  

pragmatism made him focus on the art of the possible
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IFE is cheap in the animal world. In Bengaluru, a  
caretaker recently slammed a chihuahua to death in an 
apartment lift; during Diwali, some miscreants tied 
crackers to a dog’s legs and exploded them, while others 
stuffed a dog’s mouth with fireworks and set them alight. 

In our anthropocentric world, horror stories of  animal abuse 
pop up regularly. This happens even after activists have 
brought about a major shift in laws to curb animal cruelty—
under Section 325 of  the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, killing or 
maiming an animal attracts five years in prison, a penalty, or 
both. However, the provision is observed more in breach. 

At the heart of  the hatred for animals lay fear and the con-
flict over sharing habitats. Chilling incidents of  packs of  
dogs mauling children and senior citizens, and rising cases 
of  rabies have made them targets. This August, a Supreme 
Court bench stayed another bench’s decision to move all 
strays in the National Capital Territory into shelters after a 
petition showed it ran counter to the Animal Birth Control 
(Dogs) Rules, 2023; instead, it ordered all states and Union 
Territories to report back after creating dedicated feeding 
spaces for strays. When none did, in a rare move earlier this 
week, the top court summoned and upbraided all the chief  
secretaries, who tendered an unconditional apology. 

The act of  feeding street dogs itself  sparks a furious de-
bate in cities. While animal lovers claim it blunts aggressive 
canine behaviour, others warn it increases the menace. The 
Bengaluru authorities’ plan to provide one nutritious meal 
a day at designated feeding locations for the city’s street 
dogs—a step farther than the Supreme Court’s order—can 
put the debate to rest. It can prevent dogs from forming  
aggressive packs to hunt for food. Revitalised vaccination 
and sterilisation programmes, which suffered during and 
after the pandemic, will also help. Maintaining demarcated 
habitats for larger animals is itself  proving to be a tough 
ask for governments at a time human habitats are expand-
ing and animal conflicts are on the rise. At least in our cit-
ies, we will have to come to terms with the fact that dogs are 
here to stay. The Supreme Court’s order, itself  the result of  
a careful consideration of  the dangers, cannot be wished 
away. In its spirit, the motto should be to live and let live. 

ERALA is a small state. One 
end to the other can be covered 
in less than 20 hours by road. 
And everywhere you go in this 
congested state today, you will 
see mostly one person smiling 
at you: Pinarayi Vijayan, Chief  

Minister of  Kerala and leader of  the Left 
Democratic Front, now in the last leg of  
its second consecutive term in power.

The thing with power is that it must 
be seen as doing good to perpetuate it-
self. Few understand this better than 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. All of  
India is Modi’s mirror. We see him as he 
sees himself, everywhere. He is the 
source. He is not merely seen as doing 
things, but as giving things.

The visibility of  power is exponentially 
greater in smaller states. Kerala’s CM, 
through relentless self-promotion, has 
achieved a seemingly god-like status. If  he 
is not cutting ribbons at events, he is giving 
things away to the needy. To the brave, he 
gives medals. To the poor, he gives money. 
To writers—and there are many of  them 
in Kerala, a state that famously produces 
more writers per capita than anywhere 
else in India—he gives golden shawls.  
Never mind the tropical humidity. 

Vijayan smiles at you from large 
hoardings by the roadside and across 
green paddy fields. He hangs from bridg-
es. He looks at you from behind speeding 
buses, from newspapers, from stages.  
He is everywhere. He inaugurates lower 
primary school sports events, university 
arts festivals, free-speech seminars,  
and literature festivals. Everywhere, Vi-
jayan is seen as giving.

In Gerontion, T S Eliot talks about his-
tory as full of  “supple confusions” and, 
because of  that, its “giving famishes  
the craving”. Something similar is at 
work here, but it’s not Vijayan’s fault. 
This is how power works. He, like Modi, 
is a relentless exponent of  the art.

When the LDF government celebrated 
the first anniversary of  its second term, 
it generously gave itself  `15 crore to 
spend. By the fourth year, the year-round 
celebrations were allotted over ̀ 100 crore, 
according to reports. The government’s 
public relations department cleared ̀ 25.91 
crore for a blitz, of  which ̀ 15.63 crore was 
reportedly earmarked for 500 hoardings 
featuring the CM. It’s as if  the face of   
the leader has become the single-most ur-
gent infrastructure project in a state 
struggling with mounting liabilities.

True, compared to states like Uttar 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Rajasthan, or And-

hra Pradesh, the scale of  self-promo-
tion—and the money spent—may appear 
modest. But Kerala’s total outstanding 
debt is projected to reach around `4.65 
lakh crore by the end of  2025-26. Govern-
ment finances remain strained; there 
are periodic reports of  delays in salary 
and pension disbursements.

Yet, there is money for what can only 
be called a cultural frenzy—especially 
art and literature festivals. There are 
scores of  them, from the panchayat to the 
district and state levels. The Kerala Lit-
erature Festival, for example, is substan-
tially funded by the government. The 
event is usually inaugurated by the CM 
or prominently features him. The point 
is simple: every so-called cultural win-
dow frames just one face—Vijayan’s.

The Vijayan government’s love for 
the arts is not accidental; it is strategic. 
Power has always found a way to con-
solidate and flourish by co-opting art-
ists and writers. And many writers in 
Kerala are willing participants—for 
both historical and career reasons.

The Left played a vital role in Kerala’s 
reformist and progressive movements 
from the 1940s onwards. By the 1950s, the 

communist movement had brought about 
a rare marriage of  humanist politics and 
the arts, resulting in an explosion of  great 
works in literature, theatre, and cinema.

As a result, there persists a traditional 
assumption that Left politics is a priori 
fashionable. Most writers in Kerala find 
it difficult to adopt an independent or crit-
ical stance towards the government. Then 
there is the survivalist problem: if  you al-
ienate the Left establishment, awards, fel-
lowships, and academic appointments 
turn elusive. The LDF’s reach is so deep 
that even the police force often functions 
like an extended party network.

There are other government-spon-
sored extravaganzas too—such as Ke-
raleeyam, which celebrates the forma-
tion, development, and culture of  the 
state. Independently as well, there have 
been events like a mass dance three 
years ago, where about 500 women danc-
ers choreographed a tribute to Vijayan 
as the source of  all that is good.

Last month, when Mohanlal was hon-
oured with the Dadasaheb Phalke award, 
the government lost no time in holding a 
public event to felicitate the actor. Re-
portedly, ̀ 2.84 crore was spent on the cel-
ebration, and `1 crore of  that came from 
the Diamond Jubilee Fellowship for 
Young Artists—a fund meant to nurture 
emerging talent. Vijayan presided over 
this thinly-disguised cross-branding ex-
ercise. Giving often is taking, too.

Last week, there was yet another gov-
ernment celebration—this time to praise 
itself  for having achieved “extreme pov-
erty eradication”. Of  course, Vijayan 
was there, along with a frail-looking 
Mammootty, endorsing the government.

The assembly elections are scheduled 
for April-May 2026, but one doesn’t have 
to wait that long. The local body elec-
tions, due this month, will offer a pre-
view of  what lies ahead. The Congress-
led opposition makes the right noises, 
but infighting has crippled it. Nor does 
the Congress have any clear economic or 
development strategy for the state. A 
third term for the LDF would mean more 
of  the same face. Isn’t that great!

 (Views are personal)
 (cpsurendran@gmail.com)

AN UNSUBTLE ART OF PERSUASION

PT
I

C P SURENDRAN The author’s latest volume of poetry  
is Window with a Train AttachedK

Publicity blitzes have ensured the 
ubiquity of Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan’s visage across Kerala. 
Some of the messaging rides on 
the old Left’s cultural success. 
Before the assembly elections next 
year, the effectiveness of this new 
visibility should be known from 
the local elections due this month

When great changes occur in history, 
when great principles are involved, 
as a rule the majority are wrong

Eugene 
Debs
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M U K E S H  R A N J A N  @ Chennai

RESPONDING to Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi’s allega-
tions of  large-scale voter fraud 
in the 2024 Haryana assembly 
elections, the Election Commis-
sion of  India (ECI) countered 
by saying the party failed to file 
any objections or appeals dur-
ing the electoral roll revision.

Responding to Gandhi’s 
claim of  an “H-Bomb” scam in 
the polls, EC officials said the 
Congress did not raise a single 
objection through its Booth 
Level Agents (BLAs) during the 
roll revision process. “Why 
were no claims and objections 
raised by INC’s BLAs to pre-
vent multiple entries?” Com-
mission sources asked.

A senior EC official said Gan-
dhi had referred to Rai (29) and 
Hodal (83) assembly constituen-
cies in Haryana. “Since elec-
tion petitions have been filed in 
both these constituencies 
among 23 petitions related to 
the assembly elections, Mr 
Gandhi may be advised to use 
all his evidence there,” the of-
ficial said.

Gandhi had alleged that 25 
lakh bogus votes were added in 
Haryana, amounting to 12.5 

percent of  the state’s total vot-
ers. He claimed that the BJP 
“stole votes” with the ECI’s 
help, allowing it to retain pow-
er despite exit polls predicting 
a Congress victory.

The Commission dismissed 
these allegations as “baseless” 
and questioned Congress’s vigi-
lance during polling. “What 
were the Congress polling agents 
doing inside polling stations?” 
an official asked, pointing out 

that agents are expected to ob-
ject if  a voter’s identity is doubt-
ful or if  someone votes twice.

Another official noted Gan-
dhi’s shifting stand on the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) 
process. “He opposed SIR at 
first, but now his statements 
show he supports it,” the official 
said. The EC said 22 election pe-
titions are pending in various 
High Courts — a normal number 
for a state election.

M U K E S H  R A N J A N  @ New Delhi

UNION Minister and senior BJP leader Kiren 
Rijiju on Wednesday dismissed Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi’s allegations of  voter fraud in Har-
yana, saying he was trying to mislead the youth 
with “baseless narratives”.

Rijiju’s remarks came soon after Gandhi 
claimed that 2.5 million voters in Haryana were 
fake. Gandhi cited the example of  a “Brazilian 
model” who allegedly voted 22 times across 10 
booths under different names. He appealed to In-
dia’s Gen Z to “be aware of  vote theft” and to act 
through “truth and non-violence”.

Addressing a press conference in Delhi, Rijiju 
said Gandhi was using Haryana to divert atten-
tion from the Bihar elections. “Rahul Gandhi ad-
dressed the press to hide his failures. There will 
be polling in Bihar tomorrow, but he was talking 
about Haryana. This shows Congress has noth-
ing left in Bihar,” Rijiju said.

On Gandhi’s “Brazilian voter” claim, Rijiju 
said, “During elections, he goes abroad. During 
Parliament sessions, he secretly visits Cambodia 
or Thailand. Now, during the Bihar elections, he 
went to Colombia. When he returns, he brings 
back ideas and creates these baseless stories.”

Rijiju said, “Is he trying to provoke Gen Z? The 
entire new generation stands firmly with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. The new generation 
stands firmly with the PM. Rahul Gandhi is play-
ing games to defame our country, but such con-
spiracies will never succeed.”

Rijiju also referred to Congress leader Kumari 
Selja, who had said that Congress wouldn’t be 
able to win because of  its own leaders.

Is he trying to 
provoke Gen Z? 
The entire new 

generation 
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with Prime 
Minister 

Narendra Modi

Kiren Rijiju, Minister 
of Parliamentary 

Affairs
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S U M I T  K U M A R  S I N G H  @ New Delhi

THE global terror-funding 
watchdog, the Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF), has praised 
India’s strong asset recovery 
system and the role of  the  
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
in tracing,  seizing,  and  
returning the proceeds of  crime 
to victims.

In its latest report titled As-
set Recovery Guidance and 
Best Practices, released on 
Wednesday, the Paris-based 
FATF described the ED, led by 
senior IRS officer Rahul Navin, 
as a “model agency” known for 
its efficiency and coordination 
in recovering assets from crim-
inal activities.

The FATF sets international 
standards to combat money 
laundering and terror financ-
ing. In its report, it said coun-
tries can improve their systems 
to trace, freeze, manage, and  
return illegal assets, and high-
lighted how India’s approach 
offers useful lessons for others.

According to the report, In-
dia has played a “prominent 
role” in developing FATF’s up-
dated standards and guidance 
over the past two years. Offic-
ers from the ED were part of  
FATF project teams that draft-
ed the new recommendations 
and participated actively in 
working group and plenary 

meetings where these changes 
were discussed and finalised.

Quoting from the FATF re-
por t ,  the ED said in a 
statement:“The report outlines 
practical measures for policy-
makers and practitioners to 
identify, trace, freeze, manage, 
confiscate, and return as-
sets derived from crimi-
nal activity… The guid-
a n c e  s e r ve s  a s  a 
benchmark for coun-
tries to enhance their 
national frameworks and 
align with emerging best 
practices.”

The FATF noted that India’s 
legal framework under the Pre-
vention of  Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA), 2002, and the ED’s 

operational experience, helped 
shape important parts of  the 
guidance—especially those re-
lated to value-based confisca-
tion, provisional attachment, 
and inter-agency cooperation.

The report also listed a few 
examples of  ED cases that led 

to recovery and restitu-
tion of  assets without 
naming the parties in-
volved. These include 
the Rose Valley Ponzi 
scheme, where victims 

were compensated, and a 
drug trafficking case in 

which the ED seized Bitcoins 
(crypto currency) worth `130 
crore following a request from 
the US. Another case involved 
coordination between the ED 

and the Andhra Pradesh CID, 
which helped restore assets 
worth ̀ 6,000 crore to victims of  
an alleged investment fraud.

The FATF also mentioned a 
Maharashtra-based cooperative 
bank fraud, in which the ED re-
stored benami assets worth 
`290 crore to compensate vic-
tims after auctioning the prop-
erties. The report noted that the 
confiscated land was identified 
for the construction of  a new 
airport, stating it would “bene-
fit society at large.” The FATF 
said, “The contribution of  In-
dia and the ED to this global ef-
fort has been substantial and 
widely acknowledged.”
    The report also highlighted 
India’s inter-agency coordina-
tion, use of  financial analytics, 
corresponding value attach-
ment, and robust PMLA frame-
work as global best practices.   
 The Paris-based 40-member 
body sets standards against il-
licit funds from drug traffick-
ing, arms trade, cyber fraud, 
and other crimes. The FATF’s 
guidance provides an updated 
framework for strengthening 
the global system of  asset re-
covery against financial crimes. 
It cited multiple Indian case 
studies of  tracing, seizing, and 
restoring proceeds of  crime 
across investment frauds, prop-
erty scams, banking, and off-
shore laundering.  

K A V I TA  B A J E L I - D AT T  @ New Delhi

A leading patient advocacy 
group and families of  children 
battling ultra-rare diseases 
have appealed to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi to direct the 
Union Health Ministry to ur-
gently implement the Delhi 
High Court’s order establish-
ing a National Fund for Rare 
Diseases (NFRD). The move, 
they say, is essential to save 
dozens of  children and young 
adults whose lives hang in the 
balance due to delays in treat-
ment funding.

The appeal,  also addressed to 
Chief  Justice of  India BR Ga-
vai, urged that the pending Spe-
cial Leave Petition (SLP) filed 
by the Centre be listed and 
heard at the earliest, and that 
the October 4, 2024, Delhi High 
Court order be restored in full. 
The landmark judgment had 
directed the Centre to set up  
the NFRD with an initial allo-
cation of  `974 crore to ensure 
uninterrupted access to life-
saving therapies for rare dis-
ease patients.

The case is now listed for 
hearing on November 7.

“The matter has remained 
pending for nearly a year while 
lives continue to be lost. Each 
week of  delay is another irre-

versible loss. We are not asking 
for sympathy.  We are asking for 
the implementation of  the High 
Court’s order that upholds our 
children’s right to live with dig-
nity,” said Manjit Singh, Na-
tional President of  the Lyso-
somal Storage Disorders 
Support Society (LSDSS).

According to patient groups, 
the lack of  timely central fund-
ing has already led to the dis-
continuation of  treatment for 

more than 55 patients across 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Ben-
gal, Delhi, and Karnataka. 
Nearly 60 children and adults 
have died in the last two years 
after exhausting the `50 lakh 
treatment cap under the Na-
tional Policy for Rare Diseases 
(NPRD) 2021.

Singh warned that over 55 
more patients remain untreat-
ed despite being registered at 
government-recognized Cen-
tres of  Excellence, adding that 
the number could exceed 100 by 
the end of  the year without ur-
gent intervention.

“The ̀ 50 lakh limit was never 
meant to be a death sentence,” 
said Raja Murugappan of  the 
Rare Diseases Support Society, 
Tamil Nadu. Parents like Jay-
anta Mudi from Kolkata and 
Abul Kalam from Delhi shared 
painful accounts of  their chil-
dren’s health deteriorating af-
ter therapy was halted.

“These are not children with-
out cures,” their appeal stated. 
“They are being denied treat-
ment due to administrative  
delays. Justice delayed in this 
matter will mean justice denied 
irreversibly.” It added that “the 
right to health and life under 
Article 21 is not an abstraction  
- it is the only hope for these 
children.”

We are not asking for sympathy. We 
are asking for the implementation of 

the High Court’s order that upholds 
our children’s right to live with 

dignity

Manjit Singh, President of LSDSS

V I S M AY  B A S U  @ New Delhi

INDIA’S formal employment 
ecosystem appears to be regain-
ing strength despite global eco-
nomic headwinds, as new data 
from the Employees’ State In-
surance Corporation (ESIC) 
and the Employees’ Provident 
Fund Organisation (EPFO) 
show steady payroll expansion 
powered mostly by younger 
workers. The latest ESIC pay-
roll report for October 2025  and 
the EPFO payroll release of  
September 2025  together paint 
a picture of  an economy that, 
while still adjusting to post-pan-
demic realities, is creating jobs 
with social security coverage at 
a sustained pace. The data also 
signal a critical structural shift, 
the growing participation of  
youth in formal employment.

ESIC’s consolidated payroll 
figures from FY 2017–18 to FY 
2024–25 show insured employ-
ees rising from 2.9 crore to near-
ly 3 crore, a clear sign of  labour 
formalisation. Around 70% of  
contributors belong to the 22–35 
age group, while the over-35 seg-
ment grew from one crore to 1.2 
crore, suggesting improving job 
continuity. Men continue to 
dominate enrolment (around 
80%), but women’s share at 
roughly 20% reflects gradual 
gender inclusion.

 The data indicates that more 
Indians now hold stable, sala-
ried jobs with access to health 
insurance and provident fund 
savings. This shift is particu-
larly striking given the pan-
demic-induced contraction in 
2020–21, when ESIC contribu-
tors fell by about 30 lakh. The 
rebound since has been sharp: 
1.5 crore new contributors in 
2021–22 and 1.7 crore in 2022–23, 
marking a rapid recovery in 
employment-linked social secu-
rity coverage.

Monthly data through August 
2025 show roughly three crore 
contributors on ESIC rolls, with 

16–20 lakh new registrations 
each month. Nearly 70% of  
these begin contributing imme-
diately, while 20–30 lakh contrib-
utors exit each month due to job 
changes, resignations, or cross-
ing the `21,000 salary ceiling. 
The 22–25 and 26–28 age groups 
dominate new registrations, un-
derscoring the influx of  young 
workers into formal employ-
ment. EPFO numbers reflect a 
similar trajectory. Net new prov-
ident fund subscribers grew 
from 15.5 lakh in 2017–18 to near-
ly 1.3 crore in 2024–25. While the 
pandemic year (2020–21) saw net 
additions dip to 77 lakh, the fol-

lowing years rebounded sharply 
— 1.22 crore in 2021–22 and 1.39 
crore in 2022–23.

Between April and July 2025, 
monthly net additions averaged 
1.7–2.1 million, with the 22–25 
age group accounting for about 
a third of  new subscribers and 
the 18–21 bracket another sig-
nificant share. Major industrial 
and service hubs — Maharash-
tra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, 
Gujarat, Haryana, Delhi, and 
Telangana -- contributed more 
than two-thirds of  all new EPF 
enrolments, highlighting the re-
gional concentration of  formal 
employment opportunities.

M AYA N K  S I N G H  @ New Delhi

THE Indian Navy is poised to 
enhance its hydrographic sur-
vey capabilities with the com-
missioning of  Ikshak vessel on 
Thursday. Ikshak, the third  
vessel of  the survey vessel 
(large) class, will be the first  
of  its kind to be based at the 
Southern Naval Command in  
Kerala’s Cochin.

The Navy on Wednesday 
termed the commissioning of  
Ikshak a significant milestone 
in the ongoing efforts to aug-
ment its survey and charting 
infrastructure. “As a symbol of  
indigenous strength, technical 
excellence and maritime stew-
ardship, Ikshak is ready to 
serve the nation -- charting the 
unknown and safeguarding In-
dia’s vast maritime frontiers,” 
the Navy said in a statement.

The ship, meaning ‘Guide’ in 
Sanskrit, will be commissioned 
in presence of  Admiral Dinesh 
K Tripathi, Chief  of  the Naval 
Staff, at a ceremony at Kochi 
naval base. It will get the prefix 
Indian Naval Ship (INS) once 
commissioned into the force.

“The survey vessels (large) 
will be 110 metre long with deep 
displacement of  3,300 tonnes 

and complement of  231, capa-
ble of  full-scale coastal and 
deep-water hydrographic sur-
vey of  ports and harbours, ap-
proaches and determination of  
navigational channels/routes,” 
the Navy said.

“Equipped with state-of-the-
art hydrographic and oceano-
graphic equipment, including a 
high-resolution multi-beam 
echo sounder, autonomous un-
derwater vehicle (AUV), re-
motely operated vehicle (ROV), 
and four survey motor boats 
(SMBs), Ikshak brings un-
matched versatility and capa-
bility to the Navy’s hydrograph-
ic fleet,” it said.

The ship is also fitted with a 

helicopter deck, extending its 
operational reach and enabling 
multi-domain missions. It will 
undertake surveys of  maritime 
limits up to EEZ. These vessels 
will be deployed for collection of  
oceanographic and geophysical 
data for defence applications.

Built by Garden Reach Ship-
builders and Engineers (GRSE) 
Ltd., Kolkata, Ikshak stands as 
an example of  India’s growing 
self-reliance in shipbuilding. 
The vessel embodies over 80% 
indigenous content. The con-
tract for building four survey 
ships at `2435 crore was signed 
between MoD and GRSE in 2018. 
The first vessel, INS Sandhay-
ak, was commissioned in 2021.

Ship to bring versatility to 
Navy’s hydrographic fleet 
The vessel is equipped with 
state-of-the-art hydrographic 
and oceanographic equipment, 
including a high-resolution multi-
beam echo sounder, autonomous 
underwater vehicle (AUV), 
remotely operated vehicle (ROV), 
and four survey motor boats 
(SMBs). Ikshak brings unmatched 
versatility and capability to the 
force’s hydrographic fleet, the 
Navy said.

Amit Malviya @amitmalviya

This is the intellectual calibre of our Leader of the Opposi-
tion — clueless about facts, desperate for headlines, and 
ready with excuses for the impending defeat in Bihar.

Mamata Banerjee @MamataOfficial

Should any harm come to our people, should a single genuine 
voter be unfairly struck off the rolls, the people of Bengal will 
march to Delhi with the cry “BJP Hatao, Odhikaar Bachao.” 

Alok Sharma @Aloksharmaaicc

‘Vote theft’ is being carried out with the collusion of 
the BJP and the Election Commission. This entire 
game is being orchestrated in a centralized manner.
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EC says Rahul’s Haryana 
rigging charge baseless

BJP: Rahul trying  
to provoke Gen-Z 
with ‘fake narratives’

FATF lauds India over asset recovery Kin of kids with ultra-rare diseases 
ask PM to intervene on special funds

Survey vessel Ikshak to join Navy, 
will safeguard maritime frontiers

Youth drives growth in social security enrolments 

Steady thaw in bilateral 
ties, Jaishankar set to   
visit Canada next week
J AYA N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

IN a move signalling the steady 
thaw in India — Canada rela-
tions, External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar is set to visit 
Canada next week, less than a 
month after Canadian Foreign 
Minister Anita Anand’s two-
day trip to New Delhi.

The visit comes at a crucial 
time as both countries work to 
rebuild ties that had hit their 
lowest point during 2023–24 un-
der former Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau.

Jaishankar will attend the 
G7 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 
in Ontario’s Niagara Region on 
November 11–12, where discus-
sions will focus on global secu-
rity, economic resilience, and 
international cooperation. 
Canada, which currently holds 
the G7 presidency, is hosting 
the gathering for the second 
time this year. “The meeting 
will bring together G7 minis-
ters to discuss global challeng-
es and strengthen international 
collaboration,” Canada’s for-
eign ministry said in a state-
ment. Despite not being a mem-
ber of  G-7 grouping, India has 
become a regular invitee.

The renewed diplomatic en-
gagement follows a series of  

high-level exchanges since 
Prime Minister Mark Carney 
took office earlier this year. 
Carney’s meeting with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on the 
sidelines of  the G7 Summit in 
June laid the groundwork for a 
gradual rapprochement in the 
strained sties. Both leaders had 
directed their governments to 
“take calibrated measures to 
restore stability in the relation-
ship” and to pursue a partner-
ship “grounded in mutual re-
spect and shared interests,” 
External Affairs Ministry rea-
dout had said.

Since then, diplomatic activi-
ty has accelerated. Canadian 
Foreign Minister Anita Anand’s 
visit to India in October includ-
ed meetings with both Modi and 
Jaishankar, while national secu-
rity advisers from both nations 
have also been in dialogue.

 Poll panel asks why no objections raised by Cong during rolls revision  Rijiju says Cong leader scared of Bihar rout

‘What were agents doing inside polling stations?’
The Election Commission dismissed Rahul Gandhi’s allegations as 
“baseless” and questioned Congress’s vigilance during polling. “What 
were the Congress polling agents doing inside polling stations?” an 
official asked, pointing out that agents are expected to object if a 
voter’s identity is doubtful or if someone votes twice.

REPORT PRAISES ED Highlights 
co-operation 
between ED,  

CBI, and  
state CID

Cites an 
investment-
fraud case in 
which ED and 

Andhra Pradesh 
CID coordinated 

to jointly 
manage victim 
compensation 

worth 

`6,000 CR

ALSO CITES A CO-OPERATIVE-
BANK FRAUD CASE IN WHICH ED 
ATTACHED BENAMI PROPERTIES 
WORTH `290 CRORE

Refers to India’s Fugitive 
Economic Offenders Act, 
empowering ED to attach 
and confiscate property of 
economic fugitives abroad

Mentions PMLA,  2002, 
under which assets of 
equivalent value can be 
seized within India if 
proceeds are moved  
abroad. In a real-estate 
fraud case, ED attached 
properties worth 

`1,777 CRORE
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A middle-aged man allegedly died by suicide in West 
Bengal’s South 24 Parganas district on Wednesday, with 

his family claiming he was terrified of being struck off 
the voter list during the ongoing SIR of electoral rolls.

E X T R E M E  S T E P

KILLED AS TRUCK HITS 
BIKE IN UP’S UNNAOBROS
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D I L I P  S I N G H  K S H AT R I YA 
@ Ahmedabad

A train attendant stabbed to 
death an Army jawan, Jignesh-
bhai Chaudhary, in a moving 
train on Sunday. 

  The soldier, from Moti Gi-
dasan village in Vadgam, Ba-
naskantha, was returning 
home on leave. A minor alterca-
tion led to the murderous rage.  
The brutal killing has left 
Gujarat in shock, with 
his family demanding 
the strictest punish-
ment for the accused 
and a probe.

Jigneshbhai, a soldier 
for 12 years, was travelling 
on the Jammu Tawi–Sabarmati 
Express after completing duty 
in Udhampur, Jammu. He was 
looking forward to reuniting 
with his family. That homecom-
ing turned into a nightmare.

According to reports, an ar-
gument broke out between Jig-
neshbhai and the train’s coach 
attendant, Zubair Memon, al-
legedly over a request for a 
bedsheet. 

The small quarrel turned 
deadly when Memon later re-
turned armed with a knife and 
attacked the soldier inside the 
coach. The soldier, caught off  
guard, was stabbed to death on 
the moving train. The incident 
left passengers stunned. Rail-
way Police detained the ac-
cused, and the soldier’s body 
was sent to PBM Hospital in 
Bikaner for a post-mortem.

By Wednesday morning, 
Jigneshbhai’s  body 
reached Chhapi. A huge 
crowd had gathered for 
his last journey. People 
lined the roads, waving 

the tricolour and shout-
ing patriotic slogans. 

His coffin, wrapped in the na-
tional flag, was carried with 
full honour. Soldiers gave him 
a guard of  honour, while his 
family and villagers wept as 
they bid him farewell.

Grief  turned to anger. His 
brother Jethabhai Chaudhary 
said, “We demand justice from 
the Prime Minister and Home 
Minister. Bring the accused to 
Gujarat and hang him.”

F AYA Z  W A N I  @ Srinagar

DESPITE the recent setback to 
the ruling National Conference 
(NC) in the Rajya Sabha polls 
from Jammu and Kashmir, there 
has been no progress on forming 
a coordination committee be-
tween the NC and the Congress. 
The Congress has also decided 
against joining the Omar Abdul-
lah government, even as the 
Chief  Minister plans a cab-
inet expansion.

Congress sources said 
there has been no con-
tact between the leader-
ship of  the two parties 
regarding the coordina-
tion committee meant to en-
sure the smooth functioning of  
the coalition. State Congress 
president Tariq Hamid Karra 
has repeatedly stressed the need 
for such a committee to stream-
line governance and address key 
policy matters.

“Our leaders are presently 
busy with the Bihar elections. 
We have not taken up this issue 
with the NC, and neither has 
the NC raised it with us,” a sen-

ior Congress leader said. He 
added that the absence of  coor-
dination has left several devel-
opment issues unresolved.

After the NC suffered a set-
back in the recent Rajya Sabha 
polls, winning only three seats 
and losing one to the BJP due to
cross-voting, it was expected that 
the ruling party would reach out 
to the Congress to expedite the 

process. “The issue will be tak-
en up on priority after the 

Bihar elections,” the 
leader said. Congress 
leaders are also unhap-
py over being denied a 
“safe” Rajya Sabha seat 

despite earlier assuranc-
es. The party has decided not 

to join the government for now. 
The Chief  Minister is planning 
to expand the cabinet after the 
bypolls to two Assembly seats on
November 11.

Senior Congress leader Ghu-
lam Nabi Monga said, “Our 
president Tariq Hamid Karra 
has made it clear that we will 
not join the government till 
statehood to Jammu and Kash-
mir is restored.”

E J A Z  K A I S E R  @ Raipur

VICE-President CP Rad-
hakrishnan, on his first visit to 
Chhattisgarh  on Wednesday to 
mark the silver jubilee celebra-
tions of  the state, appealed to 
all Naxalites to lay down arms, 
noting that Maoism is on the 
wane, thanks to the combined 
efforts of  security forces and 
the state government.

“Chhattisgarh is proud as we 
are now ending Naxalism, 
which has long hindered the 
state’s growth. Peace is a must. 
Without peace, there can be no 
development,” he emphasised.  

He also released the 21st in-
stallment of  Mahatari Vandan 
Yojana for 69 lakh beneficiar-
ies, including 7,658 women from 
Bastar’s villages that have re-
cently been freed from Maoist 
influence.

Addressing a gathering at the 
Lakhpati Didi Sammelan at Ra-
jnandgaon as the chief  guest, 
the Vice-President further dwelt 
on the welfare of  women in the 
state. He lauded the Lakhpati 
Didi initiative an extraordinary 
step taken in line with PM 
Narendra Modi’s vision to-

wards driving women-led devel-
opment. “It is not just a matter 
of  income. The scheme embod-
ies independence, dignity and 
confidence of  women across the 
country,” he stressed.

It is worth noting that around 
69 lakh women in the state have 
received over `647 crore under 
the Mahtari Vandan Yojana, 
one of  the mosy ambitious 
schemes of  Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment intended to boost 
women empowerment. Each 
eligible beneficiary— a mar-

ried woman above the age of  
21—receiving `1,000 directly 
into their bank accounts.

While speaking at the closing 
ceremony of  the Chhattisgarh 
Rajat Mahotsav in Nava Raipur, 
he hailed the state’s “extraordi-
nary” journey from being one 
of  the youngest states in India 
to one of  the most promising 
and progressing states.

He presented 34 awards to 
eminent people and institu-
tions at ‘Rajya Alankaran Sa-
maroh’ programme. 

Hails Lakhpati Didi initiative for women empowerment
Addressing a gathering at the Lakhpati Didi Sammelan at Rajnandgaon 
as the chief guest, the Vice-President further dwelt on the welfare of 
women in the state. He lauded the Lakhpati Didi initiative as a step taken 
in line with PM Modi’s vision towards driving women-led development. 

Questions over Haryana 
Congress discipline move
After long, Haryana Congress has 
taken a significant step in enforcing 
discipline. It has set up a new 
disciplinary committee under 
Dharampal Malik. President 
Mallikarjun Kharge cleared the 
panel to keep order in the state 
unit. But the move comes at a 
tense time. Three leaders—Captain 
Ajay Yadav, Samtap Singh, and 
Kuldeep Sharma—have spoken out 
against the state leadership. The 
unrest follows the appointment of 
Rao Narender Singh as state chief 
and Bhupinder Singh Hooda as 
Congress Legislature Party leader.

Punjab Congress MLA 
Khaira hits back at Modi
Punjab Congress MLA Sukhpal Singh 
Khaira has criticised PM Narendra 
Modi for his remarks against former 
CM Charanjit Singh Channi and 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra. During a rally 
in Bihar, Modi said Channi wanted to 
stop people from Bihar from coming 
to Punjab. Khaira said the charges 
were “false”. He reminded the Prime 
Minister that states like Gujarat and 
Uttarakhand, ruled by the BJP, have 
laws restricting outsiders from 
buying land, becoming voters or 
taking government jobs. Khaira 
reiterated that he wants a law in 
Punjab to safeguard the 
demographics of the state.

Mann questions delay in 
land allotment to AAP
Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann has 
questioned the Chandigarh 
Administration for delaying the 
allotment of land to AAP for its 
office. Mann said AAP had applied 
to the Punjab Governor, who is also 
the Chandigarh Administrator, but 
no action was taken. He said the 
party had fulfilled all conditions 
and deserved land as a national 
party. Mann criticised the BJP’s 
“Sheesh Mahal-2” jibe. He said the 
delay exposed political bias against 
AAP and urged the administration 
to follow the rules. 

CHANDIGARH 
DIARY
H A R P R E E T  B A J W A
Our correspondent  
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POLL FEVER GRIPS
NDA’s ‘jungle raj’ pitch and INDIA bloc’s job 

promise face test as 3.75 crore voters will decide 
fate of 1,314 candidates in first phase of polls

1.  Priyanka Gandhi Vadra waves at a crowd during a rally at Valmiki Nagar in West 
Champaran 2. J P Nadda addresses a gathering in Narkatiaganj 3. Akhilesh Yadav rooting 
for INDIA candidate in Belhar  4. Yogi Adityanath campaigns in Gaya Ji ’s Wazirganj |  PTI

Army jawan from Gujarat 
stabbed to death on train, 
family demands justice

No forward movement on 
formation of coordination 
panel between NC & Cong

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  PA G E  1

TEJASHWI Yadav stands at the 
pivot of  this transition—bear-
ing a surname thick with his-
tory, and yet determined to build 
a politics whose vocabulary be-
gins not with past entitlement 
but future dignity. His rallies 
have energy, his phrasing has a 
way of  finding the young and 
speaking to them. In the village 
alleys, you hear a new sentence: 
“Chance toh milna chahiye.” A 
chance must be given.

Across the aisle, Nitish—vis-
ibly ageing, visibly weary—re-
mains, remarkably, a comfort 
choice. This is something adja-
cent to loyalty; more like habit, 
the trust evoked by an old arm-
chair. For a state whose told sto-
ries have travelled the arc from
chaos to order and back through 
impossible political contor-
tions, a known form of  stability 
still commands an instinctive
nod. His alliance with the BJP 
brings an electoral machine 
that can calculate with the cold 
precision of  algorithms. But 
the BJP’s quiet ambition glim-
mers beneath its dutiful part-

nership: a desire, someday, to
govern Bihar not by the con-

sent of  allies but on 
its own steam.

The Congress lin-
gers at the edge—a 

memory, a partner, a seeker of  
relevance in a landscape it once 
defined and now must negoti-
ate seat by seat.

Thus Bihar stands at a cross-
roads marked not by fury but 
by thought. The shouting has 
dimmed. The electorate may 
not bored or disinterested, it is 
discerning. A state long ani-
mated by political passion has 
chosen—at least for this mo-
ment—reflection over rhetoric. 
In a pause.

Still waters do run deep. Bi-
har may simply be listening to 
itself  before it speaks again.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Patna

BJP’S in-charge for the Bihar 
Assembly elections, Dharmen-
dra Pradhan on Wednesday de-
bunked the speculation over 
Chief  Minister Nitish Kumar’s 
role in the event of  the NDA re-
turning to power. “Nitish Ji is 
like the head of  our family, and 
nobody should have any doubt 
over who our CM face is,” Prad-
han told TNIE in an exclusive 
interview in Patna. 

Pradhan asserted: “JD(U) is 
our oldest, trusted, and tested 
ally. We are working in com-
plete coordination both at the 
Centre and in the state.”

The minister said that Nitish 
Kumar had repeatedly acknowl-
edged Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s “generosity and 
concern for the speedy develop-
ment of  Bihar.” He made it 
clear that the BJP had no hesi-
tation in backing Nitish as 
Chief  Minister again, irrespec-
tive of  seat numbers. “Even 
when JD(U) had fewer seats 

and Nitish Ji himself  was re-
luctant, he was sworn in as 
Chief  Minister. This time too, 
the same understanding will 
continue,” he said.

The Union Minister ex-
pressed confidence that the 
NDA would return to power 
with a full majority. He said the 
ruling alliance enjoyed support 
from all social groups — upper 
castes, OBCs, EBCs, and Dalits 
— and that the government was 
seeking votes based on its per-
formance. “The double-engine 
government has fulfilled the 

promises made earlier, but we 
know we have miles to go for 
Bihar’s growth,” he said.

He stressed that the people of  
Bihar had immense faith in 
both Nitish Kumar and Prime 
Minister Modi, describing both 
leaders as having “a clean im-
age.” Pradhan said voters would 
not allow “jungle raj” to return, 
recalling the difficult years un-
der the Lalu-Rabri regime.

Attacking the opposition, 
Pradhan said leaders of  the IN-
DIA bloc, including those from 
the Congress and RJD, were fac-

ing corruption charges. “The 
main battle will be between the 
NDA and the Mahagathband-
han. Fringe players will fail to 
make any impact,” he said.

Referring to the opposition 
charge that the government 
transferred `10,000 to women’s 
accounts ahead of  the elec-
tions, he said the claim was 
“baseless.” The NDA has been 
taking steps for women’s em-
powerment for the last two dec-
ades, he said, adding, “This is 
not about elections, it’s about 
consistent governance.”

Looking ahead, Pradhan said 
the NDA’s focus after returning 
to power would be on attracting 
investment and creating oppor-
tunities for youth through skill 
development. He said educa-
tion would remain a top prior-
ity. “We can make India a devel-
oped country by 2047 only if  we 
invest in education. We have al-
ready given Bihar two central 
universities and 19 Kendriya-
Vidyalayas. Bihar is now a pri-
ority state for NDA,” he  said.

Nitish is BJP’s trusted 
and tested ally: Pradhan
“JD(U) is our oldest, most trusted 
and tested ally, and we are 
working in tandem both at the 
Centre and in the state. 
Irrespective our seat tally in the 
election results, Nitish ji will be 
the chief minister,” Dharmendra 
Pradhan said. He expressed 
confidence that the NDA would 
return to power with full majority. 

Bihar has chosen 
reflection over
rhetoric for now

PK’s Munger candidate quits, joins BJP
R A M A S H A N K A R  @ Patna

PRASHANT Kishor-led Jan 
Suraaj Party on Wednesday 
suffered a setback after one of  
its candidates switched sides 
and joined BJP, a day before the 
first phase of  polling.

Sanjay Singh, who had been 
fielded in Munger by JSP, took 
BJP membership in presence 

of  saffron party’s candidate 
Kumar Pranay. The number of  
JSP’s candidates has now re-
duced by four, as earlier, its 
nominees had withdrawn or 
distanced themselves from the 
elections in Danapur, Braham-
pur and Gopalganj.

Singh said that he took the 
decision “in the interest of  de-
velopment and a stable govern-

ment”. “I have decided to fully 
support the NDA candidate and 
will make every effort to ensure 
his victory by a large margin.”

Though the exact reason be-
hind Singh switch over re-
mains unclear, he said that 
JSP could not provide ro-
bust leadership, which 
is  required for bring-
ing a “real change”.

No doubt over CM’s face: Pradhan
BJP poll in-charge says Nitish is like head of NDA family, adds party has no hesitation in backing him as CM again, irrespective of seat numbers

V-P calls upon Maoists to surrender,  
releases govt aid for Bastar women
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WASHINGTON/ KAMPALA

US President Donald Trump on Wednes-
day said that the Republican Party lost 
Tuesday’s elections due to his absence 
from the ballot and the shutdown.

Democrats dominated the first major 
election since President Trump returned 
to the White House in January.  Democrat-
ic socialist Zohran Mamdani pulled off  a 
stunning victory in the New York City 
mayoral elections, while his party col-
league Mikie Sherrill was elected New Jer-
sey governor. 

“Trump wasn’t on the ballot, and shut-
down, were the two reasons that republi-
cans lost elections tonight, according to 
Pollsters,” the US President posted on 
Truth Social. He, however, did not name 
the pollsters. The government shutdown 
has entered its 36th day, breaking the pre-
vious record.

In another post, Trump called for voter 
reforms. “Republicans, terminate the Fili-
buster! Get back to passing legislation and 
voter reform! President DJT,” he wrote. 
“Pass Voter Reform, Voter ID, No Mail-In 
Ballots. Save our Supreme Court from 
‘Packing,’ No Two State addition, etc. Ter-
minate the filibuster!!!,” Trump said in an-
other post.

When Mamdani started his victory 

speech, Trump posted, “...and so it be-
gins!” In his victory speech, Mamdani 
challenged Trump on immigration, her-
alded the toppling of  “political dynasty’ 
and said his election symbolises ‘hope’ 
over tyranny and “big money’.

In a victory for Democratic party’s pro-
gressive wing, Mamdani defeated former 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and Republican Cur-
tis Sliwa. Mamdani must now navigate 
unending demands of  America’s biggest 
city and deliver on ambitious promises.

Meanwhile, the opposition leader in the 
Ugandan Parliament sees the Ugandan-
born Zohran Mamdani’s victory in the 
New York mayoral race as an inspiring 
political shift.

“It’s a big encouragement even to us 
here in Uganda that it’s possible,” said 
Joel Ssenyonyi, who represents an area 
of  the Ugandan capital of  Kampala. “But 
we have a long way to get there.” AP/PTI
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Democrats’ big night in the US stirs pride in Uganda

PREZ TRUMP BLAMES 
GOP DEBACLE ON HIS 

ABSENCE, SHUTDOWN
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Satish Jha assumes 
charge as CMD, CMPDI 
(additional charge)
Ranchi: Satish Jha assumes 
charge as chairman-cum-MD of 
CMPDI (additional charge). Jha is 
serving as CMD of ECL. Prior to 
this, Jha has worked as 
Director(Technical) at CMPDI and 
in various capacities at NCL. He 
has obtained mining engineering 
degree  from Nagpur University 
and M.Tech in industrial 
engineering & management from 
ISM, Dhanbad. He is pursuing PhD 
in mine planning from IIT-BHU, 
Varanasi. Jha started his career as 
junior executive trainee from 
Bharat Coking Coal in 1990 and 
worked in Coal production 
companies in various capacities in 
Open cast mines of Northern 
Coalfields and South Eastern 
Coalfields. 

India Maritime Week 
2025: High-impact 
session on human capital
Mumbai: As part of India 
Maritime Week 2025, the Ministry 
of Ports, Shipping & Waterways 
hosted a high-impact session on 
“Maritime Human Capital”, which 
was curated byThe Shipping 
Corporation of India Ltd.on 
October 30, 2025 at the Bombay 
Exhibition Centre, Mumbai. The 
session focused on developing a 
future-ready workforce aligned 
with India’s vision of emerging as 
a leading global maritime nation. 
The discussions highlighted how 
talent, technology, and 
transformation will drive the next 
phase of growth for India’s 
maritime sector. The session was 
chaired by Dr. Mansukh 
Mandaviya, Hon’ble Union 
Minister of Labour & 
Employment, Youth Affairs & 
Sports, Government of India, in 
presence of Shri Sunil Paliwal, 
IAS, Chairman, Indian Ports 
Association, Shri Shyam 
Jagannathan, IAS, Director 
General of Shipping, and Capt. B 
K Tyagi, Chairman and MD, SCI. 

NHPC appraises status of solar project in Odisha
Sanjay Kumar Singh, director (projects), NHPC, met Manoj 
Ahuja, chief secretary, Odisha government, on October 30, 
2025, and Vishal Kumar Dev, principal secretary (power), 
Odisha government, on October 31, 2025 and appraised status 
of ongoing solar project in Odisha. Singh was accompanied by 
Rajneesh Agarwal, executive director (PSP), and Bidya Dhar 
Moharana, general manager (electrical). During meetings, 
Sanjay Kumar Singh discussed about status of three Pumped 
Storage Projects in Odisha i.e. Masinta (1000 MW), Harbhangi 
(1020 MW) and Badanala (800 MW) which have been assigned 
to NHPC for PFR/DPR preparation.

Govt will regulate AI if 
needed: MeitY secretary
Krishnan says govt will protect people from harms posed by tech

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ New Delhi

INDIA’S current focus is on fos-
tering innovation in the field of  
artificial intelligence (AI), and 
it will introduce regulations or 
legislation whenever required, 
said Secretary of  the Ministry 
of  Electronics and Information 
Technology (MeitY) S Krishnan 
on Wednesday.

Krishnan, while speaking on 
the IndiaAI Governance Guide-
lines Report submitted to the 
government by a sub-committee 
under the IndiaAI Mission, said 
the government will take all 
necessary measures to protect 
people from potential and evi-
dent harms posed by the tech-
nology. “There is a lot of  scope 
for innovation in the AI space. 
Having said that, let me again 
assert that if  the need arises for 
legislation or regulation, the 
government will not be found
wanting,” Krishnan said.

Meanwhile, the IndiaAI Gov-
ernance Guidelines Report pro-
poses adopting balanced, agile, 
and flexible frameworks that 
encourage innovation while 
mitigating AI-related risks. It 
also calls for a review of  exist-
ing laws to identify regulatory 
gaps concerning AI systems 
and to address them through 
targeted amendments. Moreo-

ver, the report recommends en-
abling innovation and adoption 
of  AI by expanding access to 
foundational resources such as 
data and compute infrastruc-
ture, attracting investments, 
and leveraging the country’s 
digital public infrastructure for 
scale, impact, and inclusion. 

The guidelines further pro-
pose the development of  an In-
dia-specific risk assessment 
framework based on real-world 
evidence of  harm. Additional 
obligations for risk mitigation 
may apply in specific contexts—
such as sensitive applications 
or those involving vulnerable 
groups.  The report suggests 
adopting a graded liability sys-
tem based on the function per-

formed, level of  risk, and the 
extent to which due diligence 
was observed. Applicable laws 
should be enforced, while 
guidelines can assist organisa-
tions in meeting their obliga-
tions. It also calls for greater 
transparency regarding how 
different actors in the AI value 
chain operate and comply with 
legal requirements. Krishnan 
said that India’s framework for 
AI will be developed through 
extensive consultations. He 
added that the Ministry of  Elec-
tronics and Information Tech-
nology (MeitY) is studying how 
other countries are addressing 
AI-related challenges to ensure 
India’s approach remains bal-
anced and adaptable. 

Indian refiners to cut import 
of Russian crude after Nov 21
R A K E S H  K U M A R  @ New Delhi

EVEN though Russian crude 
continued to account for the 
largest share of  India’s crude 
oil imports in October 2025, In-
dian refiners are expected to 
reduce their purchases of  Rus-
sian oil after November 21, ac-
cording to commodity mar-
ket analytics firm Kpler. 

As per the Kpler data, 
Russian crude flows to 
India are likely to re-
main around 1.6–1.8 mil-
lion barrels per day 
(mbd) until November 21. 
However, most Indian refin-
ers are expected to comply with 
US sanctions and halt or scale 
down crude purchases from 
Rosneft and Lukoil. To offset 
the reduction in direct Russian 
inflows, refiners are likely to 
ramp up procurement from the 
Middle-East, Brazil, Latin 
America, West Africa, Canada, 

and the US. However, Nayara 
Energy’s 400,000 barrels per 
day (kbd) Vadinar refinery, par-
tially owned by Rosneft and un-
der EU sanctions, is unlikely to 
alter its sourcing strategy. 

“We see reductions in Rus-
sian crude arrivals after No-
vember 21, 2025. Most Indian 

refiners are expected to 
comply with US sanc-

tions and halt or re-
duce crude purchases 
from Rosneft and Lu-
koil. This is likely to 
trigger a decline in 

Russian crude imports 
in December, followed by a 

gradual recovery through mid-
to-late Q1, 2026, as new trading 
intermediaries emerge and al-
ternative routes are estab-
lished,” said Sumit Ritolia, lead 
research analyst at Kpler.

The US imposed sanctions on 
Russia’s two largest oil produc-
ers—Rosneft and Lukoil—in 

October 2025. Together, these 
companies account for an esti-
mated 4–5 mbd of  global crude 
exports. As per Kpler, a key 
trend observed was sharp rise 
in US crude imports, which 
rose to their highest level since 
March 2021. Imports from the 
US reached 568 kbd in October 
and are likely to average 450–
500 kbd in November, compared 
with a year-to-date average of  
around 300 kbd. Kpler said the 
rise was driven by market eco-
nomics rather than sanctions.

“Overall, refiners are likely 
to diversify import baskets, 
with higher inflows from Latin 
America (Brazil, Argentina, 
Colombia, Guyana), the Unit-
ed States, West Africa, and 
the Middle East. While near-
term Russian imports may 
dip starting in December, 
Russian barrels will contin-
ue reaching India through in-
termediaries,” Ritolia added.

Indian manufacturers 
urge govt to ensure cos 
source locally-made steel
P U S H P I TA  D E Y  @ New Delhi

INDIAN stainless steel manu-
facturers are seeking the gov-
ernment’s help to ensure that 
sectors like automobile, utensils 
procure locally manufactured 
steel, rather than importing 
cheap steel from overseas.  They 
want the assurance that the re-
laxation on stainless steel im-
ports, allowing the sale of  non-
BIS-compliant steel products, 
won’t be extended beyond De-
cember 31, so that Indian steel 
manufacturers can sell their 
products to the industries.

“Auto and utensils manufac-
turers should procure steel lo-
cally, rather than buying it 
from Japan, Korea, China and 
other countries. India has 
enough capacity to meet 
demand. Domestically 
manufactured steel can 
be used,” said Rajama-
ni Krishnamurti, Pres-
ident Indian Stainless 
Steel Development Asso-
ciation (ISSDA).

The government has extend-
ed relaxation on stainless steel 
imports till December 31, allow-
ing sale of  non-BIS-compliant 
products to ease raw material 
shortages. This creates a non-
level playing field for foreign 
steel manufacturers, who can 
continue to supply non-BIS-
compliant input materials, par-

ticularly semi-finished prod-
ucts to India, while domestic 
mills remain bound by strict 
BIS quality standards. Local 
steel manufacturers cautioned 
the domestic industry is buying 
overseas steel at 20-25% cheaper 
rate, thus they are not willing to 
buy locally made steel.

The Steel Ministry said the 
move was needed due to limited 

local output, though do-
mestic makers fear pro-
longed relaxations 
could hurt long-term 
market stability. Local 
manufacturers have as-

sured that there will be 
no dearth of  the output to 

meet the demand going for-
ward, as they have up scaled 
their production significantly. 
Not only for stainless steel, but 
overall a surge in low-cost steel 
imports is hurting India’s do-
mestic producers. As per media 
reports, around 150 mills have 
been shut down and another 50 
have cut output.

Kaynes to begin PCB production  
in Chennai plant by end of this year
S A N A L  S U D E V A N  @ Chennai

ELECTRONICS components 
manufacturer, Kaynes Tech-
nology India Ltd, has an-
nounced that its new plant for 
manufacturing printed circuit 
boards (PCBs) in Chennai will 
commence production by the  
end of  this year, with ship-
ments expected to start by  
April 2026.

During the company’s earn-
ings call, Jairam Sampath, 
Whole-time director and CFO 
of  Kaynes Technology, said, 
“We have received government 
approval for the second phase 
of  expansion into PCB manu-
facturing, along with capital 
subsidy support. The first 
phase is coming up in Chen-
nai’s Oragadam area, and the 
second phase will be located 
further south.”

The second facility is likely 
to come up near Thoothukudi 
in Tamil Nadu. Last week, 
Kaynes was among four compa-
nies that received Union gov-
ernment approval for seven 

projects under the Electronics 
Components Manufacturing 
Scheme (ECMS). The company 
will produce multi-layer PCBs, 
high-density interconnect 
(HDI) PCBs, and flexible PCBs, 
which are used in telecom, 
medical, EV, and smartphone 
applications. Out of  the seven 
projects approved, four were 
awarded to Kaynes.

The company is investing 
`3,300 crore in these projects. 
Sampath said the focus is on ex-
panding PCB manufacturing 
capabilities. “At Oragadam, we 
will manufacture multi-layer 

boards, flex boards, and later 
HDI boards. About 16 custom-
ers, including L&T Semicon-
ductor and others, have shown
interest in shipping products 
from April onwards,” he said.

He added, “Under PLI scheme, 
we are covered for six years. 
Once we ramp up production at 
the Oragadam Phase 1 plant, 
we’ll move ahead with Phase 2. 
We have a three-year window to 
complete Phase 1, and our goal 
is to handle high-tech PCB man-
ufacturing in-house.”

Sampath said while Kaynes 
focuses on design and other an-
cillary work, the company plans 
to transfer the entire technolo-
gy to the Oragadam facility 
once it achieves the desired lev-
el of  value addition. For the 
Thoothukudi project, the com-
pany is preparing a detailed 
project report (DPR). The Chen-
nai plant is likely to start gener-
ating revenue within two years, 
and Kaynes is confident that 
the cash flows from the first 
unit will support capital infu-
sion into the second factory.

Q2 RESULTS

Grasim’s net 
profit rises 52% 
to `1,498 crore    

Birla Opus Paints 
chief executive 
Hargave resigns
E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ New Delhi

RAKSHIT HARGAVE, chief  
executive officer (CEO) of  Bir-
la Opus Paints, has submitted 
his resignation, effective De-
cember 5, 2025. Hargave had 
joined the Aditya Birla com-
pany in November 2021 and 
played an important role in set-
ting up the foundation for the 
conglomerate’s entry into the 
highly competitive decorative 
paints business. 

As per reports, Hargave is 
joining dairy and biscuit major 
Britannia Industries in a lead-
ership role. Following his exit, 
Himanshu Kapania, Managing 
Director of  Grasim Industries, 
will step in as the interim CEO.  
During his stint with the Bir-
las, the paint business expand-
ed rapidly since their entry in 
February 2024. He helped in the 
establishment of  six integrated 
manufacturing facilities, scaled 
distribution and supply chain 
networks nationwide for the 
paint business. 

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ New Delhi

ADITYA Birla Group flagship 
holding company Grasim In-
dustries on Wednesday report-
ed a 52.4% increase in its net 
profit to `1,498.04 crore for the 
September quarter of  FY26, 
supported by a higher profita-
bility in the cement and chemi-
cal businesses.

  The company has reported 
a net profit of  `982.94 crore for 
the July-September quarter a 
year ago, according to a regula-
tory filing by the holding firm. 
Grasim’s revenue from opera-
tions increased 16.6% to 
`39,899.5 crore in the Septem-
ber quarter of  FY26. It was 
`34,222.50 crore in the corre-
sponding quarter a year before. 
This growth in consolidated 
revenue was “largely driven by 
growth in building materials 
and chemicals businesses”, 
said Grasim Industries in its 
earnings statement. Total ex-
penses of  Grasim grew 15.24 
per cent to `37,795.74 crore in 
the September quarter.

 Total income, which includes 
other income as well, rose 16.23 
per cent in the September quar-
ter to `40,244.84 crore.

On a Standalone basis, which 
primarily includes the India 
business, Grasim’s revenue 
from operations surged 26% to 
`9,610.34 crore.

M3M India to 
invest `7,200 cr 
in Gurugram 

Housing prices see 7-19% rise in third quarter
A R S H A D  K H A N  @ New Delhi

HOUSING prices across In-
dia’s top 8 cities rose between 
7% and 19% annually in the 
third quarter (July-September) 
of  calendar year 2025 with Del-
hi-NCR, Bengaluru and Hy-
derabad leading the pack with 
double-digit appreciation,  
according to real estate trans-
action & advisory platform 
PropTiger.com by Aurum 
Proptech. 

The rise in property prices  
was supported by strong  end-
user demand in the premium 
segment, elevated input costs, 
and a limited supply of  quality, 
ready-to-move-in inventory. 

Delhi NCR led the pack with 

State Bank plans to roll 
out single-window KYC 
for all products by March
B E N N  K O C H U V E E D A N  @ Mumbai

THE State Bank of  India is  
embarking on a major over-
haul to cut the cumbersome 
know-your-customer (KYC) 
process to a single one across 
its branches, from around 15 
steps now, the chairman of  the 
bank has said.

“We are targeting to complete 
the process by the end of  March 
2026, wherein there will be only 
one KYC verification process 
under which a customer who 
has completed the KYC for one 
service will not be asked to re-
peat the process for another 
service from the bank, instead 
the department concerned will 
source it from within the bank”, 
chairman CS Setty said, adding 
that once it gets a unified KYC, 
it will start a department with-
in the bank to offer “KYC as a 
service” to various other 

functions.
“We realise that there are  

as many as 15 different ways 
the e-KYC is being done in SBI 
alone. So, we want to actually 
revise our own processes  
and bring them down to just 
one,” Setty told reporters at the 
post-earnings presser here 
Tuesday.

Explaining the cumbersome 
process followed at present, 
Setty said each time a customer 
seeks to access a newer service, 
like provident fund or a home 
loan, she/he is forced to do a 
new KYC every time even 
though the bank is the same.

The chairman said the effort 
to streamline KYC is a part of  
the “Saral’ project launched in 
July this year and that this is 
part of  the “process reengi-
neering” efforts at the bank 
which has over 530 million 
customers.

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ New Delhi

REAL estate developer M3M In-
dia on Wednesday announced 
the launch of  Gurgaon Interna-
tional City (GIC), one of the
largest integrated city develop-
ments in Delhi-NCR. The com-
pany will invest nearly `7,200 
crore in the development, 
which is expected to generate a 
topline of  about `12,000 crore.

Spread across 150 acres, with 
expansion planned up to 200 
acres, M3M said GIC represents 
a major  breakthrough for them 
as it enters integrated township 
segment after establishing lead-
ership in premium office spaces, 
commercial developments, and 
luxury residences like Trump 
Towers and Jacob & Co. Located 
on the Dwarka Expressway Link 
Road, Gurgaon International 
City (GIC) is envisioned as a 
next-generation, mixed-use ur-
ban ecosystem built on the ‘Live-
Work-Unwind model.

City Q (2025) Q3(2024) YoY %
`/sq.ft `/sq.ft change

MMR 13,250 12,383 7
Delhi-NCR 8,900 7,479 19
Bengaluru 8,870 7,713 15
Hyderabad 7,750 6,858 13
Pune 7,250 6,651 9
Chennai 7,173 6,581 9
Kolkata 6,060 5,611 8
Ahmedabad 4,820 4,467 7.9

RESIDENTIAL 
PROPERTY 

PRICES

CALLS FOR BALANCED 
FRAMEWORK  

IndiaAI Governance Guidelines 
Report proposes adopting 

balanced, agile, and flexible 
frameworks

AI guidelines propose 
development of an India-specific 

risk assessment framework based 
on real-world evidence of harm

ADDITIONAL OBLIGATIONS FOR RISK MITIGATION MAY APPLY 
IN SPECIFIC CONTEXTS—SUCH AS SENSITIVE APPLICATIONS 
OR THOSE INVOLVING VULNERABLE GROUPS 

a remarkable 19% year-on-year 
and 9.8% quarter-on-quarter 
appreciation, driven by strong 
demand for luxury properties 
and infrastructure upgrades. 
The weighted average price  
of  homes in Delhi-NCR rose 
from `7,479 per sq.ft. in Q3 
2024 to ̀ 8,900 per sq. ft. in 
Q3 2025.

Bengaluru recorded 
strong double-digit 
price growth of  15% YoY 
and 12.6% QoQ while Hy-
derabad recorded 13% YoY 
and 4.6% QoQ growth. The price 
in Bengaluru rose to `8,870 per 
sq. ft. in Q3 2025 from `7,713 per 
sq. ft. in the same period last 
year while prices in Hyderabad 
rose to `7750 per sq. ft. in Q3 

2025 from `6858 per sq. ft. in   
the third quarter of  2024. 

PropTiger in its ‘Real Insight 
Residential: July-September 
2025’ report stated that other 
major markets, including Mum-
bai Metropolitan Region (MMR), 

Pune, Chennai, and Kolka-
ta, saw robust single-digit 
price growth, reflecting 
broad-based developer 
confidence and buyers’ 
willingness to invest in 

appreciating assets.
The report highlighted 

that home sales across India’s 8 
prime residential markets sta-
bilized in the July-September 
quarter, with a marginal 1% 
year-on-year dip in volume to 
95,547 units sold.

Russian crude 
flows to India 
are likely to 
remain around 
1.6–1.8 mbd 
until Nov 21

Nayara Energy’s 
400,000 
barrels per day 
Vadinar refinery, 
partially owned 
by Rosneft, is 
unlikely to alter 
its sourcing 
strategy

While near-
term Russian 
imports may 

dip in Dec, 
Russian 

barrels will 
continue 

reaching India 
through  

intermediaries  
—Sumit  

Ritolia, lead 
research analyst 

at Kpler
Applicable  
laws should be 
enforced, while 
guidelines can 
assist 
organisations in 
meeting their 
obligations

The outstanding debt/GDP ratio of states as 
of 2024-25, which was above the 20% level 
recommended by FRBM Review Committee27.5%
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Young India opener Abhishek Sharma and spinner Varun Chakravarthy 
continued to occupy the top spots among batters and bowlers in the 
latest ICC Men’s T20 Players’ Rankings issued on Wednesday. Abhishek 
is atop the batters list with 925 rating points while Spinner 
Chakravarthy remains in front of the rankings for T20I bowlers.

Sharma, Chakravarthy are 
No 1 in Men’s T20 rankings

‘Don’t know impact of WC 
win but knew it was special’
Gomesh S catches up with India batter Harleen Deol to talk about 
the campaign, what the victory means to her, team and more... 

M
USHKIL hai ye 
batana (Difficult 
to say), honestly,” 
laughs Harleen 
Deol when asked 
whether the real-
ity of  her and the 

Indian team becoming the 
World Champions has settled. 
It had been less than 24 hours 
since she walked alongside 
her captain, Harmanpreet 
Kaur, from the DY Patil stadi-
um at 3 AM on Monday, danc-
ing to Punjabi songs with the 
winners’ medal around their 
neck.

In what was an emotionally 
charged roller coaster of  a 
campaign, Deol and the Wom-
en in Blue hung in there, per-
sisted, and course-corrected 
enough to win their first-ever 
World Cup. The celebrations 
continued through the night 
at the team hotel, and even 
though the magnanimity of  it 
all hadn’t hit them just yet, 
they knew their lives had 
changed forever. “It was like 
suddenly, when we got up and 
saw the ground (from the hotel 
room), the night had changed 
into morning,” Deol describes 
the historic night. 

On a personal front, Deol 
scored 169 runs at 33.80 aver-
age in five innings before mak-
ing way for Jemimah Rod-
r i g u e s  a t  N o  3 .  T h e 
Chandigarh-born Himachal 
Pradesh batter, describes the 
bubble the team was in, han-
dling criticisms. “Obviously, 
when things come in our fa-
vour, everything fades away.”

In a conversation with this 
daily, the 27-year-old speaks 
about how the special victory 
was for their Harry di (Har-
manpreet), the past legends, 
their families, what the im-
pact of  this World Cup would 
be and more…Excerpts.

 On waking up the 
morning after the 
final as champions
It was good, actually. 
At that time (after 
winning), we were in 
a momentum. We 
were not able to under-
stand things. First of  all, we 
didn’t sleep much. After that, 
when we woke up, obviously, 
everything was different.

 On the winning moment 
when Harmanpreet took 
the final catch
When Nadine de Klerk hit the 
shot, my focus was on Harry 
di. As soon as she caught it, 
the feeling was very different. 
Everyone was very excited af-
ter that because that was it. 
Because we also knew that Na-
dine was a very good player. 
Previously, she was the one 
who chased. So, we knew that 
she was someone who could 
take the game at any time. 
When things went our way 
this time, it was amazing.

 On the celebrations with 
Harmanpreet, walking to 
the hotel at 3 am
Actually, looking at Harry di, 

it felt better. It was more satis-
fying for her because it was 
her fifth World Cup and for us 
the first one. Obviously, it was 
a big weight on her. So, look-
ing at her like that, everyone 
felt good. For so long, this 
group has been together. Eve-
ryone knew that things like 
this were coming to us. Every-
one is very connected. Every-
thing happened together, so it 
felt very good. And it was all in 
India, so even better.

 On sharing the podium 
with family
When our cricketing journey 
starts, it starts with them. It is 
such an exciting thing for 
them that their kids are play-
ing the World Cup final and we 
are winning. So, everyone 
were very excited. Some time 

ago (on Monday evening), we 
were talking to our par-

ents about how it was a 
dream come true, and 
it still feels like we 
have seen so much. 
Along with us, their 

dreams have come 
true.

 On sharing the trophy 
with former legends like 
Mithali Raj, Jhulan 
Goswami and others..
We went for a lap. And all of  
them were there. It was their 
dream to break the barrier of  
winning the World Cup. All of  
them have worked very hard. 
If  we can play such cricket so 
easily for so long, it is only be-
cause of  them. It was their 
dream too. They worked so 
hard, and all of  them have 
played with us. Everybody is 
emotionally involved with eve-
ry player. The way they cele-
brated it was an emotional mo-
ment for them.  To see them 
like this was quite emotional 
for all of  us.

 On her campaign, 
handling outside noise
I don’t know. It all depends on 
how you take things. I didn’t 

know what happened. Honest-
ly, I don’t feel connected with 
social media. We were very 
prepared for that. We knew it 
was a home World Cup and 
there would be a lot of  pres-
sure. But it never bothered us. 
It didn’t bother me. We were so 
present at that time. We didn’t 
realise how things are going 
outside the cricket. We had a 
proper bubble around us. We 
honestly didn’t feel those 
things. But obviously, when 
things come in our favour, eve-
rything fades away.

 On the three consecutive 
losses in league stage
Those matches were very 
close. It wasn’t like we were 
losing one-sided. It was like 
the game was with us, and at 
the end, things were different. 
We believed that it was just the 
end part where we had to 
work. When we played the 
semifinal, we could finish that 
game. We learned from our 
mistakes. And obviously, when
we lost the England match,  
Amol (Muzumdar, head coach) 
sir was very disappointed. Ob-
viously, he has put in so much 
hard work. He is also allowed 
to show emotions for the team. 
We all respected that. We knew 
that it was good for us. We all 
took it in a good way. We knew 
that everything was going to 
fall into place.

 On the impact the WC 
win will have on women’s 
cricket ecosystem?
We don’t know what the chang-
es will be and how they will 
turn out to be. We are also see-
ing things. But, we knew that 
after winning a World Cup, 
everything is going to change 
in terms of  people and the 
game. So we don’t know (the 
level of) impact we have made. 
But, we know that it’s very 
special. No women’s team has 
done that. Like the captain 
said, we want to make it a 
habit.
 Full story: newindianexpress.com

E X P R E S S  R E A D

No Chhetri in probables 
list for B’desh tie

NEW DELHI: Indian football team 
head coach Khalid Jamil on 

Wednesday announced 23 
probables for the inconsequential 

Asian Cup qualifiers match 
against Bangladesh and 

talismanic striker Sunil Chhetri’s 
name is missing from the list. The 

game is scheduled to be held in 
Dhaka on November 18. India are 

already out of contention for a 
berth in the main tournament .

WI defend 164 to beat NZ by 7 runs
AUCKLAND: The West Indies bowled superbly in defense of a moderate 

total to beat New Zealand by seven runs on Wednesday in the first game 
of a five-match Twenty20 series. Captain Shai Hope top-scored with 53 

from 39 balls as the West Indies made 164-6 after losing the toss and 
batting first on a pitch that was unpredictable. Brief scores: WI 164/6 in 20 

ovs (Hope 53; Duffy 2/19) bt NZ 157/9 in 20 ovs (Santner 55 n.o; Chase 3/26).

Labuschagne returns to 
OZ squad for Ashes
GOLD COAST: Marnus 
Labuschagne is back in 
Australia’s squad to start the 
Ashes series, with selectors 
including the veteran batter 
Wednesday in a 15-man group for 
the first Test against England. 
Labuschagne missed Australia’s 
three-test series win over the 
West Indies in July after a lean 
run of form but has impressed in 
first-class cricket.

Pant returns, Akash Deep in for Prasidh
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai 

RISHABH Pant has returned to 
the senior set-up for the two-
game Test series against South 
Africa slated to begin later this 
month. Pant, who had suffered 
a fractured foot during the 
away series against England, 
skippered the A side against 
the  visi t ing  Proteas  in 
Bengaluru. 

After he had come through 
unscathed — his 90 in the sec-
ond innings helped the hosts 
hunt down a target of  275 — the 
selectors pencilled him in as 
vice-captain. 

Even if  Dhruv Jurel, his dep-
uty for the two matches against 
West Indies, equipped himself  
well with a century in the first 
game, Pant is expected to take 
his place, especially as he’s part 
of  the leadership group. Jurel 
could yet stake his place as a 
batter in the XI but the manage-
ment may view that as a left-

field option for the time being. 
With Pant in the side, N Jaga-
deesan, who has featured as the 
second wicket-keeper in the 
last few squad, drops out. 

The only other change sees 
Akash Deep come back into the 
side in place of  Prasidh Krish-
na. It’s an interesting choice as 
Akash Deep’s skiddier deliver-
ies could pose a challenge to the 
visiting batters on Indian 
strips. 

Tilak to lead white-ball side
Tilak Varma will captain the 

India A side for a three-match 
home one-day series against a 
shadow Proteas side. The likes 
of  Prasidh Krishna and Hars-
hit Rana have been named in 
this side. Interestingly, Ab-
hishek Sharma, generally 
viewed as a T20 batter by the 
management, has been picked 
along side Ruturaj Gaikwad, 
who has been the named vice-
captain. India A’s squad for one-dayers 
vs SA:  Tilak Varma (capt), Ruturaj Gaikwad 
(vc), Abhishek Sharma, Riyan Parag, Ishan Kis-
han (wk), Ayush Badoni, Nishant Sindhu, Vipraj 
Nigam, Manav Suthar, Harshit Rana, Arshdeep 
Singh, Prasidh Krishna, Khaleel Ahmed, Prabh-
simran Singh (wk).

Harleen Deol (C) walks with the World Cup trophy with her teammates after India 
beat South Africa in the final in Navi Mumbai on Sunday |  ICC

R E D - L E T T E R  D A Y

Liverpool down Real in Champions League
A G E N C I E S  @ Paris

ALEXIS Mac Allister scored 
the only goal as Liverpool beat 
Real Madrid in the Champions 
League on Tuesday, while Luis 
Diaz grabbed a brace as Bayern 
Munich sunk title-holders Par-
is Saint-Germain 2-1 in the 
French capital.

Premier League leaders Ar-
senal won 3-0 at Slavia Prague 
as rising star Max Dowman 
came off  the bench to become 
the youngest player in the com-
petition’s history, at just 15 
years and 308 days old. Leaders 
Bayern and second-placed Ar-
senal remain the only teams 
with a perfect record in the 
competition -- alongside Inter 
Milan, who play their fourth 
match on Wednesday against 
Kazakh newcomers Kairat 
Almaty.

At Anfield, Real Madrid goal-
keeper Thibaut Courtois pro-
duced a stellar performance to 

frustrate six-time champions 
Liverpool. In a performance 
reminiscent of  his match-de-
fining display in the 2022 final 
against the same opposition — 
which the Spaniards won 1-0 — 
Courtois produced eight saves 
to keep back the hosts.

“He is a fantastic ‘keeper -- 

we all know,” Mac Allister told 
Amazon Prime. “But today I 
think we were better and de-
served to win.” The Argentini-
an eventually broke Courtois’ 
resistance shortly after the 
hour with a header from a Do-
minik Szoboszlai free-kick in 
an encounter which saw former 

Liverpool hero Trent Alexan-
der-Arnold return to his home-
town amid a hail of  boos when
he emerged from the Madrid 
bench late on.

PSG welcomed Bayern to the 
Parc des Princes for a fixture 
which midfielder Vitinha had 
said would bring together “the 
two best teams in Europe”. And 
it was the Bundesliga champi-
ons who emerged victorious as 
they made it 16 wins from 16 
outings in all competitions this 
season.

Elsewhere, Micky van de Ven 
scored a stunning solo effort as 
Europa League winners Totten-
ham won 4-0 at home to FC Co-
penhagen. Atletico Madrid got 
back to winning ways by seeing 
off  Belgium’s Union Saint-Gil-
loise 3-1. Results:  Napoli 0 - E Frankfurt 
0; Slavia Prague 0 - Arsenal 3; Atletico Madrid 
3 bt USG 1; Bodo/Glimt 0 - Monaco 1; Juventus 
1 - Sporting 1; Liverpool 1 - Real Madrid 0; Olym-
piacos 1 - PSV 1; PSG 1 - Bayern Munich 2; Tot-
tenham 4 - Copenhagen 0.

Alexis Mac Allister (C) celebrates his goal against Real Madrid on Tuesday |  AFP

World’s youngest GM stares at crossroads 
S W A R O O P  S W A M I N A T H A N 
@ Chennai

AND just like that, one of  the 
most promising youngsters has 
been eliminated in the second 
round of  the World Cup. A few 
days after revealing to a few na-
tional media that he wasn’t sat-
isfied with his progress, Abhi-
manyu Mishra, the world’s 
youngest Grandmaster ever, 
has been shown the door in the 
second round by AR Salem 
Saleh. 

In a rook-bishop endgame, 
Salem, playing with Black, was 
not only up a pawn but his piec-
es were very active, in sync and 
controlling both flanks. In the 
end, Mishra resigned with the 
engine predicting a mate for 
Black down the line. 

Mishra, who had checked 
into Goa a day before the sec-
ond round began (he had re-
ceived a bye in the first round), 
had said: “There are many peo-
ple online and so on who say 
that in the last four years, my 
rating should be a lot higher. 
Frankly, I agree with them. I be-
lieve I should be much higher 
than what I am currently sit-
ting at.”

While it may be hard to un-
derstand this from an Indian 
perspective, the reason why 
Mishra’s career is at a cross-
roads is because of  a severe 
lack of  corporate or govern-
ment funding. The elite of  In-
dian chess — D Gukesh, R 

Praggnanandhaa and Arjun 
Erigaisi to name three — have 
one or both but it’s a far cry for 
US GMs. 

“I have a feeling it’s going to 
get very difficult soon,” he had 
said, perhaps prophesied even. 
“To reach the top, I need re-
sources that I don’t currently 
have. My family has already 
spent tons of  their own re-
sources. It’s a bit weird in 
America. There, somehow it 
feels like chess isn’t considered 
as much of  a sport. We have the 
St Louis Chess Club (which 
helps players by organising 
elite tournaments), and that’s 
great. But other than that, 
there’s not that much support 
in general.

“The main issue, in the last 
couple of  years, is the lack of  
corporate sponsorship for me. I 
have been studying eight to 10 
hours a day as well (at an on-
line school in the USA). I’ve 
been living in this way for 
years. It’s painful, but it’s need-
ed. I spend eight hours a day on 
chess and slightly more on 
schoolwork. I am equally good 
at that as well. In fact, I’m tak-
ing advanced courses. I am a 
straight A student. You look at 
other players that are there, 
even at a younger age than me, 
even from smaller countries… 
they are all fully funded. And 
they spend 24×7 on chess. And 
here I am having to balance 
both of  these things. That’s 
why my rating has been stag-

nating. I have been stagnating 
for a while.”

From a rating perspective, 
it’s fairly clear to see why he 
thinks this way. After breach-
ing past a number of  age-relat-
ed records, his Elo has seem-
ingly hit a roadblock in the 2640 
range. Even as others in his age 
group have zoomed past that, 
the US GM with Indian roots 
has hit a rut of  sorts. 

It was in this context that he 
said he ‘would look into it (shift-
ing base to India or another 
country while continuing to 
play under the US flag) if  things 
get worse’. But his worry is that 
even if  he breaches past 2700 
over the next 4-5 years, making 
a viable living just playing 
chess while staying in the US 
may not be all that. He also 
plans to further his academies 
as he plans to do something in 
fintech. 

But the talent is obviously 
there. At the Grand Swiss, he 
became the youngest player to 
take down the reigning world 
champion in an over-the-board 
Classical game.  

Nepomniachtchi stunned 
Ian Nepomniachtchi, two-time 
World Championship runners-
up, was dumped out of  the tour-
nament by India’s Diptayan 
Ghosh. Ghosh, playing with 
Black, was not only up a pawn 
(4-3) in a rook endgame but his 
pawns were in sync so the Rus-
sian resigned after 46 moves. 

In another upset, Wesley So 
also lost 1.5-0.5 to Lithuania’s 
Titas Stremavicius. Meanwhile, 
there were wins for Gukesh 
and Erigaisi. Select results (Rd 2, 
game 2) D Gukesh 1.5-0.5 Kazybek Nogerbek, 
Arjun Erigaisi 2-0 Martin Petrov, R Pragg-
nanandhaa 1-1 T Kuybokarov, Anish Giri 1.5-0.5 
B Maksimovic, Wei Yi 1.5-0.5 Kacper Piorun.

Abhimanyu Mishra (L) lost to AR Salem Saleh on Wednesday |  MICHAL WALUSZA

Rishabh Pant’s last Test for India was in 
England in July |  FILEPIC

Siraj, Rahul & 
Kuldeep eye 
red-ball time

Punjab FC enter 
Super Cup semis

A G E N C I E S  @ Bengaluru

INDIA A skipper Rishabh Pant 
will look to build on the gains 
from the first match, while the 
likes of  Mohammed Siraj and 
Kuldeep Yadav will aim for cru-
cial red-ball game time in the 
second four-day match against 
a Temba Bavuma-led South Af-
rica A here from Thursday.

Pant managed to log trouble-
free 139.3 overs as wicketkeeper 
besides playing 133 balls as a 
batter, which included a typi-
cally colourful 90 in last week’s
first four-day game at the BCCI 
Centre of  Excellence (COE) 
grounds. With the fitness wor-
ries firmly behind him, the left-
hander will now be eager to put 
himself  through the rigours 
once more before the two-match 
Test series against South Afri-
ca, beginning from November 
14. Siraj, KL Rahul and Kuldeep 
were a part of  India’s ongoing 
white-ball tour to Australia be-
fore returning home, and they 
can now polish their red-ball 
skills against a competitive op-
position in South Africa A. The 
visitors will be eager to level 
the series after the hosts re-
corded a three-wicket win in 
the first match.

From a batters’ perspective, 
the South Africa A pacers em-
ployed the short-pitched ball 
strategy to good effect on the 
final day of  the first match to 
rattle the Indians, including 
Pant himself. With conditions 
favouring bowlers, the Indian
batters will get some good 
workout for the Test series.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E

A GROUP-winner deciding 
penalty shootout ensued follow-
ing a 0-0 draw between Ben-
galuru FC and Punjab FC in 
Group C of  the AIFF Super 
Cup, at the JN Stadium in Goa 
on Wednesday. With the scores 
unchanged at the break, Ben-
galuru made changes introduc-
ing Shivaldo Singh and Sunil 
Chhetri at the places of  Vinith 
Venkatesh and Kelvin Singh 
Taorem respectively. 

Both teams had same points 
(7) and the same goal difference 
(+6), and it took spot-kicks to 
decide the winner. Goalless at 
the end of  regulation time, it 
was a Ryan Williams spot-kick 
that was saved to give Punjab 
entry into the semifinal, where 
they will face SC East Bengal. 
In another Group C tie, I-League 
side Gokulam Kerala ended 
their Super Cup league stage 
with a 3-0 win over ISL outfit 
Mohammedan SC, who finish 
bottom of  the group. 

Haria, Gupta out of IBSF World Snooker C’ships
DOHA: India’s Dhvaj Haria and Paras Gupta, who were one win away from 

making the final stage, suffered narrow defeats in the first stage of the 
IBSF World Snooker Championships. Impressive in his two previous wins, 
Haria called the shots for the better part of the last-16 meeting against 

Thor Chuan Leong Tuesday night. However, the 32-year-old frittered 
away a 3-1 advantage and lost 3-4 to the Malaysian. 

DANGER-MAN HEAD OUT
In addition to Hazlewood, 
explosive opener Travis Head
and all-rounder Sean Abbott 
were also released to prepare 
for the Ashes. In a boost, 
Glenn Maxwell will return 
from injury to play the 

remaining games. Left-
arm pacer Ben 

Dwarshuis is also set 
for a return, who is 

capable of putting 
batters in trouble 
with his variation.

TIME FOR GILL TO TURN UP
In three games in the series so far, vice 
captain Shubman Gill has mustered only 57 
runs so far. The only time he looked good 
was the first match where he was unbeaten 
on 37 off 20 balls when the rain played 
spoilsport. With Josh Hazlewood not in the 
team, Gill can seize the opportunity to 
make big runs.

Golden opportunity to take lead
With the five-match series levelled at 1-1, India and Australia 
eye a lead in the 4th T20I in Gold Coast on Thursday. A look..

LIVE ON STAR SPORTS AND JIOHOTSTAR AUSTRALIA VS INDIA, 4TH T20I, GOLD COAST, 1:45PM

Squad (for Test series vs SA): Shub-
man Gill (C), Rishabh Pant (VC & wk), 
Yashasvi Jaiswal, KL Rahul, Sai Sudhar-
san, Devdutt Padikkal, Dhruv Jurel, Rav-
indra Jadeja, Washington Sundar, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Axar Patel, Nitish Kumar Reddy, 
Mohammed Siraj, Kuldeep Yadav, Akash 
Deep.



A N U R A G  M A L L I C K  &  
P R I Y A  G A N A P A T H Y

I
N the light of  the on-
going Bihar elec-
tions, we travel to the 
state and discover a 
an oft-ignored side of  
it’s culinary offer-
ings. Litti-chokha 
and Champaran mut-
ton have been Bihar’s 

culinary ambassadors, but the 
state has lots more to offer. Be 
it chiniya kela (small banana) 
from Hajipur or Shahi litchi 
from Muzaffarpur, mangoes 
like zardalu from Bhagalpur 
or malda from Bhojpur, sweet-
meats like balushahi from Ru-
ni-Saidpur, pedas from Khagar-
ia, khaja (flaky deep-fried 
pastry) from Silao or tilkut 
(sesame jaggery discs), anarsa 
(rice jaggery fried sweet) and 
kesaria peda from Gaya; each 
region has its own specialties. 
The state’s seven GI tagged 
food items include magahi 
paan and the pepper-shaped 
Marcha rice.  

Bihar sees extreme weather 
– scorching summers with hot 
‘loo’ or dry dusty winds blow-
ing across the Indo-Gangetic 
plains, winters characterised 
by sheetlahri (cold waves) and 
heavy monsoons with Kosi’s 
dramatic descent from Tibet/
Nepal making Bihar the most 
flood-prone state. One won-
derfood that defies climatic se-
verity is sattu (roasted Bengal 
gram flour). Consumed in sum-
mer as a sweetened beverage 
with water and sugar or a salty 
drink with chopped onion and 
lime to prevent heat stroke, 
sattu also serves as a savoury 
filling, rolled into parathas or 
stuffed into littis that keep you 
warm in winter. Roasted on a 
coal fire and dunked in ghee, it 
is served with chokha, a smoky 
brinjal mash with onion, to-
mato, chilli, lime and mustard 
oil.  

Bihar accounts for nearly 
90 percent of  the world’s ma-
khana or fox nut production, 
mainly Darbhanga, Madhuba-
ni, Sitamarhi, Katihar, Purnea, 
Kishanganj, Araria, Saharsa 
and Supaul. Cultivation of  
makhana as a cash crop is so 
important, there’s a Makhana 
Research Centre in Darbhanga 
under the Indian Council of  Ag-
ricultural Research. Mithila’s 
makhana was accorded a GI 

tag in 2021. A popular local say-
ing celebrates the region’s cul-
tural icons: “Pug pug pokhar 
maachh makhaan, madhur 
boli muski mukh paan, ee theek 
Mithilaak pehchan” (At every 
step, a pond, fish and foxnuts, 
sweet speech, a smile, a mouth-
ful of  paan, this is Mithila’s 
true identity)

Mithila’s love for chuda-dahi 
(beaten rice and curd), fish and 
mutton curry, is legendary. In 
Darbhanga, the best place for 
mutton is Suraj Meat House in 
Gudri Bazaar, where it is sold 
by weight (100 rupees for 100 g, 
minus the gravy) and served 
with chapati and Katarni rice. 
Grown mostly in Bhagalpur 
and Banka districts, the spe-
cial scented short grain GI tag 
rice is in heavy demand for the 
chuda prepared from it! While 
in Darbhanga, grab a lassi at 
Hum Lassi Yahin Peete Hain 
or right across at Dhamaka 
Lassi. The thick lassi comes 
topped with cashew, raisins, 
khoa (reduced milk) and malai 
(cream). Champaran mutton is 
to Patna what Ambur biryani 
is to Bengaluru; every other 
shop sells it. Head to the Old 
Champaran Meat House 
opposite Taraman-
dal. Try mutton 
curry at Mirchu 
Hotel, Bihari 
k e b a b s  a t 
Mahngu Ho-
tel, kachoris 
at  Nandu 
Lal Kachor-
iwale, lad-
dus at Man-
er Sweets, 
litti-chokha 
at Chourasi-
ya Ji Ki Pu-
rani Litti Du-
kaan near the 

station and A1 Chandrakala  
just below it. Gaya’s kesaria 
pedas are steeped in history. 
Traditionally offered as bhog 
(sacred offering) at Vishnupad 
temple, the sweet also played 
a part in the 1857 Indian war 
of  Independence! A British 
soldier stationed in Gaya took 
a bite of  the peda at a local 
sweetshop and returned the 
partly-eaten jootha (impure) 
portion back on the platter; a 
big cultural no-no in the sa-
cred town. An altercation en-
sued and the infuriated shop 
owner Badho Sav attacked the 
troops, killing two British sol-
diers. Five Gaya residents were 
sentenced to Kala Pani, the in-
famous Cellular Jail in the An-
damans. On Queen Victoria’s 
birthday, the prisoners were 
asked if  they had any special 
wish. A defiant Sav prepared 
his special kesaria pedas to be 
sent to the queen! Impressed 
by its delicious taste, the queen 
pardoned them. On returning 
to Gaya, they resumed their 
struggle against the British. 
Today, Badho Sav’s seventh 
generation continues the peda 
making tradition.

Thanks to Bihari migration 
as indentured labour, staples 
like dalpuri and achaar assim-
ilated into faraway nations like 
Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago 
and Mauritius as ‘dholl puri’ 
and ‘achard’ and Bhojpuri 
beats blended with Caribbean 
calypso to create Chutney mu-
sic. Whether it’s wholesome 
dal pitha (lentil filled steamed 
rice dumplings), madua (ragi) 
roti with saag (greens) or sweet 
launglata and soft malpuas, the 
Bihari palate is an amalgam of  
tantalising flavours.

This special announcement was made during  
the 43rd Session of the UNESCO General  
Conference, in Uzbekistan on October 31

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E

L
UCKNOW, has been tagged as a UNESCO 
Creative City of  Gastronomy, joining Hy-
derabad as the second Indian city in the 
category. The recognition honours its rich 
Awadhi cuisine, centuries-old living food tra-

ditions and its use of  gastronomy as a power-
ful driver of  cultural exchange and sustainable  
urban development.  

From its famous street foods to its royal kitch-
en traditions, Lucknow’s cuisine has brought 
together history, innovation and community 
spirit for centuries. It evolved under the patron-
age of  the Nawabs and is a refined blend of  even 
Indic and Persian cultural influences. The city 
is renowned for iconic dishes and unique cook-
ing methods, such as the slow-cooked dum pukht 
technique, galouti kebabs, aromatic Awadhi bir-
yani, rich kormas and sweet treats like malai 
gilori and sheermal. The recognition also ac-
counts for the vibrant street food culture, where 
generations of  cooks have adapted royal recipes 
for everyday people in bustling bazaars like 
Hazratganj and Aminabad, showing a living, 
evolving tradition accessible to all.

The nomination dossier documented reci-
pes, oral histories from chefs and local fami-
lies, showcasing a strong community bond 
around food. Lucknow committed to promot-
ing sustainable food practices, nutrition edu-
cation and supporting local food producers 
and artisans, aligning with UNESCO’s goals 
for sustainable development.

Lucknow was officially declared a UNESCO 
‘Creative City of  Gastronomy’ during the 43rd 
session of  the UNESCO General Conference, in 
Uzbekistan on October 31, World Cities Day, as 
part of  58 additions this year to its Creative Cit-
ies Network (UCCN). With this recognition, Luc-
know becomes one of  408 cities across more than 
100 countries that have been acknowledged for 
their contributions to creative industries such 
as crafts and folk art, design, film, gastronomy, 
literature, media arts and music. This year, ar-
chitecture has been introduced as a new creative 
field within the network.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, expressing 
delight, invited people from around the world to 
visit the city and discover its uniqueness. “Luc-
know is synonymous with a vibrant culture, at 
the core of  which is a great culinary culture. I 
am glad that UNESCO has recognised this as-
pect of  Lucknow,” he wrote on X.

UNESCO 
INCLUDES 

LUCKNOW IN THE 
CREATIVE CITY OF 

GASTRONOMY LIST!

S R U S H T I  K U L K A R N I

T
HE Pearl of  the Indian Ocean has 
suspended the mandatory pre-de-
parture Electronic Travel Authori-
sation (ETA) requirement, which 
had only taken effect on October 15, 

2025. The suspension was announced 
just a few days later, on October 30, 2025. 
The new rule mandated that all travel-
ers (for short-stay tourism or business) 
must obtain the ETA before boarding 
their flight. This added an extra, non-
negotiable step to pre-travel planning.

The policy change was met with re-
sistance from both travellers and the 
tourism industry, who found the sud-
den, mandatory pre-departure system 
to be an obstacle to seamless, sponta-
neous travel. Sri Lanka is focused on 
revitalising its crucial tourism sector 
and the reversal is a move to simplify 
the entry process, reduce administra-
tive hurdles and ensure the country re-

mains an accessible and attractive des-
tination, especially as it approaches the 
peak tourist season.

Some reports indicated that the new 
system encountered technical fail-
ures, website crashes and difficulties 
for travellers attempting to complete 
the online forms or process payments, 
leading to frustration and delays. As of  
the suspension, the country reverted 
to its previous visa policy that was in 
place before. Travellers can still apply 
for their ETA online before departure 
(which is generally recommended for a  
smoother process).

Eligible travellers can still obtain 
their ETA/visa upon arrival at the 
port of  entry, though this may involve 
longer queues and potentially higher 
fees. The government is also reported-
ly considering a fee waiver for the ETA 
for citizens of  several countries as part 
of  a broader initiative to further boost  
international tourism.
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Indian travellers  
can now make UPI  
transactions in Malaysia 

This development is the result of a  
partnership between NPCI International 
Payments Limited, the international arm of 
the National Payments Corporation of India  
and Razorpay Curlec, Razorpay’s entity in 
Malaysia. You pay in Indian Rupees (INR); 
the Malaysian merchant receives the  
payment instantly in Malaysian Ringgit 
(MYR). You get currency conversion without 
the high fees of international transactions.

Bulgaria streamlines 
long-term visa  
process for Indians 

The streamlining involves a significant 
expansion of the application centres across 
India, which increases accessibility and  
convenience. The new partnership between 
the Embassy of Bulgaria in New Delhi and 
VFS Global handles the administrative  
process in multiple cities across India.  
Indians planning an extended stay can  
now submit their applications at Mumbai,  
Bengaluru, Chennai, Kolkata and more.

Sri Lanka revokes Electronic Travel 
Authorisation for travellers

With the suspension, the country  
reverts to its previous visa policy that  

was in place before October 15, 2025

Darbhanga Suraj Meat House

Pedas fit for Queen Victoria,  
a research centre for foxnuts and 
dishes that have migrated to the 

Caribbean, Bihari cuisine holds many 
intriguing food items and surprises

Darbhanga Dhamaka Lassi

Sattu Stall

Champaran Meat HouseLitti-chokha from A1 Chandrakala

BEYOND LITTI CHOKHA
TASTE OF BIHAR

Gujarat to enhance infrastructure, 
green mobility and visitor 
experiences with eco-friendly 
projects at the Statue Of Unity

Srinagar to debut Asia’s biggest 
Chrysanthemum Garden at the 
Nehru Memorial Botanical Garden 
featuring over 50 varieties of blooms

Chourasiya Ji  Ki  Purani Litti  Dukaan

Lassi


