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H U M A N - A N I M A L  C O N F L I C T

AI-powered surveillance to drive away 
wild elephants yields results in Chittoor

N E T H A J I  K U M A R A M A N G A L A M 
@ Tirupati

TO mitigate human-wildlife 
conflict, and prevent damage 
caused by wild elephants stray-
ing into forest-fringe villages, 
the State government has 
rolled out an AI-powered sur-
veillance system. 

The setup, featuring infrared 
cameras linked to floodlight re-
flectors, and powered by solar 
energy, was successfully imple-
mented on a pilot basis in Kal-
luru of  Pulicherla mandal in 
Chittoor district.

For decades, farmers have 
endured sleepless nights, 
haunted by wild elephants 
trampling crops. On October 
24, technology emerged as a 
vigilant guardian. The pilot 
project had yielded good re-
sults on that night. Infrared 
cameras, scanning a 120 degree 
arc up to 60 metres, captured 
an elephant’s advance. AI 
swiftly identified it amid shad-
ows. Floodlights illuminated 
softly, triggering deterrents, 
police siren, drum rolls — over 
100 sounds mimicking nature’s 
warnings, all harm-free.  P4

WARD SECRETARIATS 
SHOULD FUNCTION 
AS VISION UNITS: CM

DATA-DRIVEN GOVERNANCE

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Vijayawada

CHIEF Minister N Chandrababu Naidu has declared “One 
Vision - One Direction” as the foundational principle of  the 
NDA government, urging the administrative machinery to 
align with the Swarna Andhra @2047 roadmap. 

Chairing a high-level conference on data-driven govern-
ance at the State Secretariat on Thursday, Naidu empha-
sised that the village and ward 
secretariats henceforth should 
function as “Vision Units” to im-
plement development goals at the 
grassroots level. State Ministers, 
Principal Secretaries, Heads of  
Departments, District Collectors 
and Superintendents of  Police 
take part in the session via video 
conference. 

Naidu’s directives focused on 
leveraging data analytics for 
swift decision-making, enhanc-
ing public services, and fostering a technology-enabled ad-
ministration to deliver efficient governance. “We must for-
mulate plans aligned with long-term, medium-term, and 
short-term goals to provide superior administration to cit-
izens—that is the coalition government’s aim,” Naidu said, 
underscoring the need for monthly and quarterly targets 
to track growth.  P4

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tirupati

THE Rayalacheruvu breached 
at Patapalem in KVB Puram 
mandal of  Tirupati district 
around 5 am on Thursday, 
flooding adjacent villages. The 
tank bund breached, resulting 
in flash floods, inundating 
Patapalem, Kalatturu and sur-
rounding villages. However, 
no casualties were reported. 
Several head of  cattle were 
swept away in swirling water.  

Tirupati District Collector S 
Venkateswar and SP L Sub-
barayadu visited the inundat-
ed villages to oversee relief  
operations. Police teams from 
KVB Puram, Satyavedu and 
Pichatur, led by Puttur DSP 
Ravi Kumar, were deployed for 
relief  and rescue operations. 
The Collector interacted with 
the villagers, and assured 
them of  government help. 

Villagers alleged that the 
tank bund, which was repaired 
during 2014-19 under the 
Neeru-Chettu scheme, was not 
strengthened subsequently.
People climbed to rooftops for 
safety following flooding of  
houses. 

Having learnt about the 
flooding of  villages, Tirupati 
MP Maddila Gurumoorthy, 
who is in Delhi, spoke to the 
Collector and the Sullurpet 
RDO directing them to provide 
immediate relief  to the affect-
ed villagers.  

The MP released `20 lakh 
from MPLADS funds towards 
relief  measures in the flooded 
villages. He also instructed the 
officials to set up temporary 
shelters for the evacuated peo-
ple, and arrange food. The MP 
urged the State government to 
provide a compensation of  `5 
lakh to each affected family.

Rayalacheruvu 
breach causes 
flash floods

NO LOSS OF LIFE

The AI-powered surveillance system 
installed at Kalluru in Chittoor district 
under a pilot project to drive away        
wild elephants |  EXPRESS

Enforcement Directorate has said it has attached 
assets of ex-cricket stars Shikhar Dhawan and 
Suresh Raina as part of a money-laundering probe

ASSETS CONSIDERED AS PROCEEDS OF CRIME
■  The ED considers the two ex-cricketers’ assets as “proceeds of crime” 

of illegal betting. ED order can be appealed before Adjudicating 
Authority of the PMLA and other legal forums

■  ED also said it has detected 6,000 mule bank accounts. Multiple 
police FIRs formed the basis for ED to launch the probe | P11

STARS ENDORSED KNOWINGLY, SAYS AGENCY
The ED’s probe has found that the former cricketers ‘knowingly’ entered 
into endorsement agreements with foreign entities for the promotion of 
1xBet and its surrogates. A provisional order has been issued under the 
Prevention of Money Laundering Act to attach a commercial land in Delhi 
of Dhawan worth `4.5 cr and a mutual fund of Raina worth `6.64 cr

ED ATTACHES PROPERTIES WORTH 
`11.14 CR OF DHAWAN, RAINA `1,000 cr

EXPECTED TO BE TOTAL AMOUNT 
INVOLVED IN THE SCAM

U N S T O P P A B L E

Take a bow as Sheetal matches the able-bodied
C H A N D R A  P R A B H U  @ Chennai

SHEETAL in English trans-
lates to ‘cool’, ‘calm’ and even 
‘peaceful’. Using the bow with 
her leg and string pulled by 
mouth, she is all of  the above 
while releasing the arrow. 
Sheetal Devi doesn’t have hands 
to pull and shoot but compen-
sates with other limbs and 
whatever means she can to pur-
sue her passion — archery.

The para-archer who has bro-
ken quite a few glass-ceilings in 
her short but astonishingly 
successful career set another 
gold standard on Thursday. She
became the first para-archer in 

the country to secure a place in 
the junior able-bodied India 
team for the Asia Cup Stage 3 to 
be held in Jeddah next month. 

Any player would have been 
satisfied with a para-world ar-
chery championships gold. But 
Sheetal has not stopped with 
para-Olympic and para-World 
Championships medals. Be-
cause of  her exceptional talent, 
she was adamant on competing 
with able-bodied archers. She 
shifted her base from Katra in 
Jammu to Patiala and started 
training with renown coach 
Gaurav Sharma. She was very 
clear — she wanted to model 
herself  with her hero Oznur 

Cure Girdi of  Turkey, who also 
competes with able-bodied 
archers.

“I didn’t make it at first, but I 
kept going, learning from every 
setback. Today, that dream is 
one step closer,” she wrote on 
social media. Sharma later gave 
an insight to her resolve and re-
silience. She competed along-
side 60 archers over four days. 
“She was coming back from a 
month’s break and we wanted 
to take part in some competi-
tion,” said the coach. “We did 
not think beyond that. All she 
wanted was to perform well. 
She worked hard and her quali-
fication is a result of  it.”  P11Sheetal Devi |  PTI
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Shikhar Dhawan Suresh Raina

Govt bid to delay 
hearings to avoid 
my bench: Gavai
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

CHIEF Justice of  India B R Ga-
vai on Thursday expressed 
strong displeasure over the 
Centre’s repeated attempts to 
seek adjournment of  the hear-
ing on a batch of  petitions 
challenging the constitutional 
validity of  the Tribunal Re-
forms Act, 2021. 

The matter was slated for 
hearing on Friday. On Thurs-
day, additional solicitor gener-
al Aishwarya Bhati moved a 
request for adjournment on be-
half  of  Attorney General R 
Venkataramani, citing the lat-
ter’s international arbitration 
commitments.

Making a sharp observation, 
Gavai said it looks like the gov-
ernment is trying to avoid the 
bench headed by him since he 
has only a few days left for re-
tirement. Gavai will demit of-
fice on November 23.

Mentioning the matter be-
fore the bench, Bhati said the 
case is important and requires 
the A-G’s assistance and hence 
the adjournment request be 
accommodated. 

“We have accommodated you 
twice already. How many more? 
If  you want it after November 
24, tell us then. Very unfair to 
the court. Every time you seek 
accommodation for interna-
tional arbitration. You have a 

battery of  lawyers and then 
you file midnight applications 
seeking reference to larger 
benches!” said the bench, also 
comprising justices K Vinod 
Chandran and Vipul M Pan-
choli, adding that the court 
does not expect the Union “to 
indulge in such tactics”.

The bench eventually asked 
senior advocate Arvind Datar 
representing one of  the peti-
tioners, to continue with his 
submissions on Friday and ac-
commodate the A-G’s submis-
sions on Monday. “If  he (A-G) 
does not come, we will close 
the matter,” the CJI said.

CJI irked by repeated 
adjournment pleas
A request for adjournment 
was made on Monday as 
well, when Attorney General 
R Venkataramani raised a 
preliminary objection saying 
the matter needs to be 
referred to a larger bench. 
However, the CJI rejected it, 
saying it should have been 
raised at an earlier stage

Uddhav raps Fadnavis 
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Uddhav 
Thackeray attacked the Fadnavis 
government for the land scam. He 
said while farmers are struggling, 
the ministers’ children are 
grabbing the prime land at 
throwaway prices. “Earlier, scams 
against DCM Eknath Shinde’s 
group were coming out; now, Ajit 
Pawar is on target from the BJP, 
Uddhav alleged

Pune land scam puts Ajit Pawar’s son in trouble
S U D H I R  S U R Y A W A N S H I  @ Mumbai

IN a major embarrassment to 
Maharashtra Deputy Chief  
Minister Ajit Pawar, his elder 
son Parth on Thursday faced 
charges of  grabbing 40 acres of  
prime land in Pune at a throwa-
way price of  `300 crore against 
the market rate of  `2,000 crore. 

The land in question is part 
of  ‘Mahar Vatan’, which was 
distributed by the government 

to landless Dalits for cultiva-
tion on the condition 
that it can’t be bought 
or sold. Yet, Parth man-
aged to acquire the land 
parcel from Gaikwad 
families.

While Ajit Pawar 
claimed he had no idea 
about the land deal, 
Chief  Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis ordered a high-
level probe by Additional Chief  

Secretary Vikas Kharge into 
the scam. An FIR was 
also registered against 
both the buyer and the 
seller, and a revenue de-
partment official was 
placed under suspen-
sion for waiving stamp 
duty and land registra-
tion fees. 

Just a few months 
ago, Parth and his relative, 
Digvijay Amarsinh Patil regis-

tered an infotech firm called 
Almada and passed a resolu-
tion on April 22 to develop an 
IT park in Pune. 

Almada then submitted a 
proposal to develop an IT park 
on that 40-acre parcel of  land, 
saying it will generate thou-
sands of  jobs.

Almada paid just ̀ 500 as fees 
for the land title, against `25 
crore as real stamp duty and 
registration fees.

Parth Pawar

RECORD 64.7% TURNOUT 
IN 1ST PHASE OF POLLING
R A M A S H A N K A R  @ Patna

THE first phase of  the Bihar as-
sembly election on Thursday 
recorded a voter turnout of  
64.66% at the close of  polling in 
121 constituencies in 18 dis-
tricts, marking a largely peace-
ful exercise. This is the highest 
turnout since 1951 in Bihar.

Chief  Electoral Officer Vin-
od Singh Gunjiyal said polling 
was conducted at 45,341 booths, 
including 36,733 in rural areas. 
The election follows a special 
revision of  electoral rolls, 
which now lists 7.24 crore 
voters — around 60 lakh few-
er than before the 
exercise.

Wo m e n  v o t e r s 
turned out in large 
numbers, outpacing 
men at several booths. 
Many first-time voters 
also flocked enthusiastically to 
polling stations, officials said.

A minor incident occurred 
when Deputy Chief  Minister 
Vijay Kumar Sinha’s convoy 
was attacked with slippers and 
stones in Khoriari village, La-
khisarai. Sinha, who is contest-
ing from Lakhisarai, alleged 
that RJD supporters were be-
hind the attack and demanded 
the deployment of  special forc-
es. Local residents said the pro-
test reflected anger over poor 
roads and civic neglect.

In another incident, CPI(ML) 

candidate from Manjhi, Satyen-
dra Yadav, faced stone pelting
in Saran’s Jaitpur area. No in-
juries were reported, said Ad-
d i t i o n a l  D G P  Ku n d a n 
Krishnan.

Chief  Minister Nitish Kumar 
cast his vote in Bakhtiyarpur, 
while RJD president Lalu Pras-
ad Yadav voted in Patna, assert-
ing that ‘badlaav hoga’ (there 
will be change). Rabri Devi, Te-
jashwi Prasad Yadav, Tej Pratap 
Yadav, and MP Misa Bharti also 
cast their votes early in the day. 
Rabri Devi extended good wish-
es to both her sons as they con-
test separately from Mahua 
and Raghopur.

For the first time in 
20 years, voters in 
Naxal-hit Bhimbandh 
of  Munger participat-
ed in polling. Voting 
had been suspended 

there since 2005 following the 
killing of  SP C Surendra Babu 
and seven policemen.

The RJD alleged deliberate 
power cuts in Mahagathband-
han strongholds to slow down 
voting, a charge the CEO dis-
missed as baseless.

Prominent candidates in this 
phase include Tejashwi Prasad 
Yadav (RJD–Raghopur), Sam-
rat Choudhary (BJP–Tarapur), 
Maithili Thakur (BJP–Aliganj), 
Khesari Lal Yadav (RJD–Chh-
apra), and Ritesh Pandey (Jan 
Suraaj–Kargahar).

Voters wait in a queue to cast votes at a booth at Danapur in Patna during the first phase polling on Thursday |  PTI

Convoy of Deputy CM attacked in Lakhisarai; 
RJD claims ‘discrepancies’ in its strongholds

Phase 1 Phase 2 : Nov 11

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar (top) and 
others after casting their  votes in Patna; RJD’s 
Tejashvi with Lalu and Rabri  Yadav |  PTI
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New KNM rice varieties 
gain traction among ryots
Nellore farmers are preparing over 25,000 acres for Rabi cultivation

D  S U R E N D R A  K U M A R  @ Nellore

AS the Rabi agricultural sea-
son begins, farmers in Nellore 
district are once again priori-
tising KNM varieties, particu-
larly KNM-1638, for their first-
choice crop. This variety has 
gained familiarity among local 
farmers due to its proven resil-
ience and consistent perform-
ance over the past few years.

In addition to KNM-1638, the 
newly introduced KNM-733 and 
KNM-7715 varieties are gaining 
popularity in the rural regions 
of  Nellore. Although these va-
rieties were only recently tried 
in the Kharif  season, they per-
formed exceptionally well un-
der adverse weather conditions, 
showing strong resistance to 
pests and a short crop cycle. 
These fine-grain varieties are 
now attracting more interest 
from farmers looking for high-
yield, resilient crops.

A decade ago, BPT-5304 was 
the dominant crop choice in the 
region, followed by RSR-15048 
five years ago. However, both 
varieties have now fallen to sec-
ondary preference, while the 
NLR-34449 variety has seen a 
steep decline, limited to only 

small areas. Farmers across 
the eastern and western parts 
of  Nellore are preparing over 
25,000 acres for Rabi cultiva-
tion, ploughing fields and ap-
plying muddy layers for nurs-
ery planting. Reflecting on 
previous successful seasons, 

farmers are placing their trust 
in KNM varieties for this cycle. 
“KNM-1638 has shown resil-
ience to pests and harsh weath-
er while maintaining expected 
productivity,” said farmer K 
Venkateswarlu. “We’re now 
cultivating KNM-733 and KNM-
7715 on a larger scale, hoping 
for better yields.”

In the recent season, KNM 
varieties yielded up to four 
quintals per acre, boosting con-
fidence among farmers for even 
higher yields in the upcoming 
Rabi season. Suresh Babu, an-
other farmer, shared, “Over the 
last three years, the KNM se-
ries has earned its place as the 
top choice due to its adaptabil-
ity and pest resistance.”

The NLR-34449 variety, once 
a popular choice developed by 
the Nellore Agricultural Re-
search Station, now occupies a 
much smaller cultivation area 
this season.

Sunrise 6:08 am

Sunset 5:43 pm

Moonrise  7:24 pm

Moonset 8:58 am

MAX

310C
MIN

220C
FORECAST

Sunny
WEATHER 

WATCH

H O L I DAY  M AT H I S

07th November : Quantum Paradox Mars, Venus 
and now Uranus are exploring new signs, lending a 
strong current of change and a soft curiosity about 

whether or not the change should be considered 
an improvement. Like a scientist studying 

a particle that behaves as a wave or a point 
depending on how it’s observed, much depends on 

what you expect to find. Perspective is reality.

ARIES 
(Mar 21 - Apr. 20)
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TAURUS  
(Apr. 20 - May 20)
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GEMINI  
(May 21 - June 21)
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CANCER  
(June 22 - July 22)
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LEO  
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
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VIRGO  
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 22)
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LIBRA  
(Sept. 23 - Oct. 23)
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SCORPIO  
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 21)
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SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)
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CAPRICORN  
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)
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AQUARIUS  
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)
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PISCES  
(Feb. 19 - Mar 20)
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TEST YOUR NUMBER 
CRUNCHING SKILL WITH  
OUR UNIQUE PUZZLE
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CROSS WORD

ACROSS DOWN

HARD

UNSCRAMBLE THESE JUMBLES, ONE LETTER TO 
EACH SQUARE, TO FORM FOUR ORDINARY WORDS.
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  1 The Spanish have an
 inclination to push (5)
  4 Perhaps Medusa’s
 taken for granted (7)
  8 A mercenary will fight for it (3)
  9 In addition to the
 principal’s expenses (9)
  10 Bar is right inside the passage (7)
  11 Classified unconventional trade (5)
  13 A cruse is designed for
 the dish it can rest on (6)
  15 Operatic heroine that
 is at heart betrayed (6)
  18 Artist’s stand-by (5)
  19 Soup can be freshly
 made for the star (7)
  21 A harvest on new
 soil in ancient Greece (9)
  23 Even in a row it shows
 love and a warm heart (3)
  24 Take a side turning perhaps (7)
  25 Return and surrender (5)
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  1 No longer journalist that’s clear (7)
  2 Youngsters told to be prepared (3,6)
  3 He wants a hand (5)
  4 They don’t mind their
 own businesses (6)
  5 Fields of activity he
 gets a mixed press about (7)
  6 Doctor goes to a dead bird (3)
  7 At festive occasions
 a journalist is treated (5)
  12 Give one a ring then
 elope perhaps (9)
  14 A natural sunshade (7)
  16 Determined - though
 certain to come in last (7)
  17 Finds fault when
 it’s chilly on board (6)
  18 Animal from China for example? (5)
  20 Overturning an abode
 of pigs is unpleasant (5)
  22 Old towel possibly
 kept in the garage (3)

JUMBLE
BY DAVID L. HOYT  
AND JEFF KNUREK
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Street vendors urged to 
utilise SVANidhi loans

Ensure error-free e-Crop 
registration: Collector

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kadapa

KADAPA MLA R Madhavi Red-
dy has urged street and small-
scale vendors to make the best 
use of  loans sanctioned under 
the Prime Minister SVANidhi 
Sankalp Abhiyan to become 
self-reliant entrepreneurs.

At a programme held at her 
camp office in Kadapa, a mega 
cheque worth `5.02 crore was 
d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  2 , 1 1 2 
beneficiaries. 

Addressing the gathering, 
the MLA said the SVANidhi 
scheme is a vital initiative 
aimed at uplifting small ven-
dors by providing financial 
support to strengthen and ex-
pand their businesses.

Madhavi Reddy noted that 
the second phase of  the Abhiy-
an is being implemented to help 
traders who lost their liveli-
hoods during the pandemic re-
start their ventures. 

Madhavi Reddy advised ven-
dors to utilise the funds produc-

tively, repay them promptly, 
and qualify for higher loans in 
future phases. 

Madhavi Reddy assured that 
the Collectorate, municipal au-
thorities, and banks would co-
ordinate to ensure all eligible 
families benefit from the 
scheme.

Officials including MEPMA 
Project Director Kiran Kumar, 
Union Bank Regional Manager 
Tulasi, and DCC Bank Chief  
Executive Officer (CEO) Raja-
mani attended the event.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kurnool

KURNOOL District Collector 
Dr. A. Siri has directed agricul-
ture and horticulture officials 
to ensure error-free e-Crop reg-
istration across the district. 
Chairing a teleconference on 
Thursday, she stressed the need 
to record accurate crop details, 
including onion cultivation 
data such as sowing dates, 
growth stages, and survey 
number-wise entries.

The Collector instructed de-
partments to certify weekly e-
Crop booking details from the 

first week of  September. Ex-
pressing concern over leaf  curl 
disease in chili crops, she asked 
officials to create awareness 
among farmers on preventive 
measures.

She also directed Rythu Seva 
Kendra staff  to help farmers 
register cotton crop details in 
the CM App and “Kapas Kisan” 
App. Dr. Siri urged officials to 
promote natural farming, crop 
diversification, and livestock 
rearing to boost farmers’ in-
come. Joint Collector Noorul 
Quamer and other officials 
attended.

CBIT students 
set to launch 
StratoX 2025 
space mission

RARE FEAT

TGV enters 
Telugu Book 
of Records

Medicover 
flags gastric 
cancer surge
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Nellore

MEDICOVER Hospitals has 
urged the public to prioritise 
awareness and early screening 
to tackle the growing threat of  
gastric cancer in India. Dr G 
Rangaraman, Consultant Gas-
troenterologist and GI Oncolo-
gist, said on Thursday that 
changing food habits, in-
creased intake of  processed 
foods, and rising Helicobacter 
pylori infections are driving a 
steady surge in stomach can-
cer cases, especially in south-
e r n  a n d  n o r t h e a s t e r n 
regions.

He noted that most patients 
are diagnosed only in ad-
vanced stages, as early symp-
toms like indigestion and 
bloating are often overlooked. 
“Our goal is to shift focus from 
late detection to early diagno-
sis,” he said.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kadapa

STUDENTS of  Chaitanya 
Bharathi Institute of  Technol-
ogy (CBIT), Proddutur, are set 
to launch StratoX 2025, a stu-
dent-led near-space explora-
tion mission. A 35-member 
multidisciplinary team has de-
signed and developed a high-
altitude balloon to send a sci-
entific payload nearly 35 km 
into the stratosphere.

The payload, equipped with 
advanced sensors and camer-
as, will capture temperature, 
pressure, humidity, UV radia-
tion, and GPS data, offering 
valuable insights for atmos-
pheric research.

The mission, scheduled for 
launch on November 8, aims to 
provide students hands-on ex-
perience in aerospace, elec-
tronics, and environmental 
science. College Chairman Dr 
V Jayachandra Reddy and the 
management praised the 
team’s innovation, noting that 
the project could earn a place 
in the Indian Book of  World 
Records (IBWR-2025). StratoX 
2025 reflects CBIT’s growing 
focus on research-driven edu-
cation excellence.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Kurnool

EX-Rajya Sabha member TG 
Venkatesh congratulated TGV 
Kalakshetram for achieving a 
rare feat by entering the Telu-
gu Book of  Records three 
times in a single year. He said 
the recognition was a proud 
moment for the Telugu cultur-
al fraternity, applauding Ka-
lakshetram’s role in promot-
ing art, literature, and artists.

Telugu Book of  Records 
Chairman Dr. Chanubotla 
Venkatachari felicitated 
Venkatesh for his contribution 
to Telugu arts. Kalakshetram’s 
first record was a 48-hour non-
stop presentation of  NTR’s 
songs on his 101st birth anni-
versary, followed by a 24-hour 
mono-acting contest with 80 
artists, and a week-long cul-
tural festival during Andhra 
Pradesh Formation Week.

Calling it a “hat-trick of  cul-
tural excellence,” Venkatesh 
praised President Pathi Obu-
layya and his team. 

16 hurt as auto collides with 4-wheeler
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nellore

SIXTEEN people were injured 
when an auto-rickshaw collid-
ed with a four-wheeler on the 
national highway near Mocher-
la in Ulavapadu mandal on 
Thursday. Thirteen of the in-
jured were passengers in the 
auto, while three occupants of  

the  car  suf fered minor 
injuries.

The victims, residents of  
Alagayapalem village under 
Karedu gram panchayat, were 
returning home after attending 
Minister Nara Lokesh’s pro-
gramme earlier in the day. The 
accident occurred when the 
auto driver, after refuelling, 

tried to cross the highway and 
was hit by a speeding car.

Emergency services shifted 
the injured to hospitals in Ul-
avapadu, Kavali, and Ongole 
RIMS for treatment. On learn-
ing of  the incident, Minister 
Lokesh expressed concern and 
directed officials to ensure 
quality medical care.

Sathya Kumar invited to Sai Baba centenary fete
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

HEALTH and Family Welfare 
Minister Satya Kumar Yadav 
has been formally invited to the 
grand centenary celebrations 
of  Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai 
Baba, scheduled for November 
23 at Prasanthi Nilayam in 
Puttaparthi, Sri Sathya Sai 
district.

A delegation from the Sri 
Sathya Sai Central Trust hand-
ed over the official invitation to 
the Minister at his Secretariat 
chamber on Thursday, follow-
ing directions from the Trust’s 
Andhra Pradesh President R 

Lakshmana Rao.
The Andhra Pradesh govern-

ment has declared the 100th 
birth anniversary of  Bhagavan 
Sri Sathya Sai Baba as an offi-
cial state function, with Gov-
ernment Orders issued on Sep-
tember 30. 

The Department of  Tourism, 
Culture, and Youth Services 
has been assigned to coordinate 
the celebrations across the 
State.

The main event at Prasanthi 
Nilayam will mark a historic 
milestone in honouring the re-
vered spiritual leader’s endur-
ing message of  service, peace, 
and compassion.

SEC visits Sri City, lauds industrial development
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tirupati 

ANDHRA Pradesh State Elec-
tion Commissioner Nilam 
Sawhney, accompanied by her 
husband Ajay Prakash Sawh-
ney, former Secretary of  the 
Ministry of  Electronics and In-
formation Technology (MeitY), 
Government of  India, visited 
Sri City on Thursday.

Dr Ravindra Sannareddy, 
Founder Managing Director of  
Sri City, extended a warm wel-
come to the couple and present-

ed an overview of  the integrat-
e d  bu s i n e s s  c i t y ’s  ke y 
achievements, highlighting its 
rapid industrial growth, em-

ployment generation, and con-
tribution to the Make in India 
initiative.

Dr Sannareddy lauded Sawh-
ney’s pivotal role in Sri City’s 
innovation and manufacturing 
journey during his tenure at 
MeitY. 

He recalled how Sawhney’s 
vision led to the sanctioning of  
Gyan Circle Ventures at  
IIIT Sri City, which supports 
deep-tech startups, and the es-
tablishment of  the Electronic 
Manufacturing Cluster (EMC), 

now a nationally recognised 
hub in India’s electronics 
ecosystem.

Impressed by the infrastruc-
ture and investment-friendly 
environment, Sawhney said 
she felt proud to witness Sri 
C i t y ’ s  r e m a r k a b l e 
development. 

The couple toured the  
industrial zone, visiting major 
facilities including Alstom  
and Hunter Douglas, and inter-
acted with company officials 
during their visit.

KNM-1638 has shown resilience to 
pests and harsh weather while 

maintaining expected productivity. 
We’re now cultivating KNM-733 and 

KNM-7715 on a larger scale

K Venkateswarlu, a farmer

Health Minister Satya Kumar Yadav being formally invited to the grand 
centenary celebrations of Sri  Sathya Sai Baba |  EXPRESS

Bhumana slams TTD 
chief over corruption

Tirupati: Former Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD) Chairman 

and YSRCP leader  
Bhumana Karunakar Reddy 

lashed out at current  
TTD Chairman BR Naidu, calling 

his one-year tenure “an 
ineffective journey of an 

incompetent person.” He  
accused Naidu of large-scale 

corruption, citing the Vaikuntha 
Ekadasi stampede, land 

allotment to a hotel, and misuse 
of Sri Vani Trust funds

Free eye screening  
camp conducted at CHC
Anantapur: A free eye screening 
camp was organised at 
Kothacheruvu Community Health 
Centre (CHC) in Sri Sathya Sai 
district on Thursday, organised by 
District Medical Health Officer 
(DMHO), DCHS, and Shankara Eye 
Hospital, Bengaluru. District 
Collector A Shyam Prasad 
inaugurated the camp, stressing 
rural eye care and blindness 
prevention. Hundreds benefited 
through free eye tests and 
treatment consultations

Kadapa MLA R Madhavi Reddy handing 
over a cheque to street vendors during 
an event organised by MEPMA | EXPRESS
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PIT-NDPS Act  
invoked against 
30 offenders
P H A N I N D R A  P A P A S A N I 
@ Vijayawada

CRACKING whip on the ganja 
smugglers and ensuing that the 
NTR district becomes free from 
ganja and other narcotics, the 
district police has set a bench-
mark in the fight against nar-
cotics by becoming the first dis-
trict in the State to invoke the 
stringent Prevention of  Illicit 
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances Act, 
1988 (PIT-NDPS). 

To make the district free from 
ganja and other narcotics, po-
lice have so far detained 30 no-
torious offenders under the 
preventive detention law.

“Unlike normal NDPS cases, 
PIT-NDPS is a legal weapon 
that enables the government to 
confine identified habitual nar-
cotics traffickers to judicial 
custody for one full year even 
before trial. This will help the 
police to halt the cycle of  smug-
gling, distribution and money 
circulation. This is a shift from 
reactive policing to targeted 
disruption,” said NTR District 
Commissioner of  Police (CP) 
SV Rajashekhar Babu.

As per police officials, these 
30 offenders were caught for 
multiple cases and their con-
duct and sustained role in clan-
destine ganja trade, operations 
across district borders, fiscal 
flow mapping, and repeated vi-
olations despite prior arrests. 

“Earlier, these smugglers 
would immediately return to 
the trade after coming out on 
bail. That has been stopped 

now. We were able to disinte-
grate and deteriorate the net-
work of  ganja smugglers, re-
sulting in a great change in the 
city,” he explained. 

Under the new strategy, po-
lice have built a real-time data-
base of  drug offenders, mapped 
supply chains and local ped-
dling networks, and intensified 
coordination with Excise, Intel-
ligence, and Special Enforce-
ment Bureau teams. Also, night 
vehicle checks, covert vigil on 
inter-state routes, and continu-
ous village-level intelligence 
are being implemented to choke 
supply lines.

Police have urged colleges 
and parents to join efforts to 
curb demand. 

“Drug networks survive only 
when both demand and supply 
survive. We are trying to sup-
press the sources of  ganja with 
the help of  our counterparts in 
neighbouring states sharing in-
formation. By isolating major 
suppliers under PIT-NDPS, we 
are breaking the backbone of  
the trade,” the CP said.

It is a legal weapon enabling us to confine 
identified culprits to custody before trial: CP

Vizag set to be epicentre  
for global MSME trade

Power outage sparks chaos 
at KGH; Min orders action
U S H A  P E R I  @ Visakhapatnam

A major power outage at King 
George Hospital (KGH) in Vi-
zag on Thursday left patients in 
several key wards suffering 
without electricity, ventilation, 
and medical equipment. 

The outage, caused by dam-
age to a critical power cable 
during ongoing work on the 
hospital premises, began at 1:45 
pm, and disrupted services in 
all orthopaedic, paediatrics, 
women’s, Rajendra and Bha-
vanagar wards, leading to dis-
comfort and anxiety among pa-
tients and their families.

Patients and their families 
reported significant inconven-
ience as they were left waiting 
in dark and humid conditions. 
While emergency units such as 
the ICU, NICU, and CSR blocks 
continued functioning with the 
help of  generators, other wards 
experienced prolonged power 
failure. Hospital staff  and au-
thorities were engaged in ef-

forts to restore power through-
out the evening. 

“A major power cable was 
disconnected near the critical 
care unit, leading to the outage. 
Our technical team is address-
ing the issue, and we expect the 
power to be restored by around 
2 am,” said Deputy Superin-
tendent Dr M Chandra Sekhar 
Naidu.

“We were told repeat-
edly that power would 
return in 30 minutes, 
but by 10:30 pm also 
nothing had changed. 
The environment is ex-
tremely uncomfortable, 
and even basic amenities 
like water in the washrooms 
are affected,” family members 
told TNIE. 

“The power supply at King 
George Hospital was disrupted 
after electric cables were dam-
aged during ongoing construc-
tion work. Efforts are being 
made to restore regular power, 
and the hospital is currently 

running essential services 
through generators. As soon as 
the issue came to my notice, I 
spoke to the concerned officials 
to ensure immediate action,” 
said Health Minister Y Satya 
Kumar Yadav.

KGH serves not only Vizag 
but also surrounding districts 
and neighbouring States, mak-

ing the disruption particu-
larly challenging for 

many dependent on un-
interrupted medical 
services. 

This is not the first 
time that power outages 

have been reported at 
KGH. On several occasions, 

general ward patients have 
been forced to rely on hand fans 
and other makeshift methods 
due to the lack of  electricity. 
These issues have persisted for 
a long time, highlighting ongo-
ing infrastructure challenges 
at the hospital.

As of  10.30 pm on Thursday, 
power hasn’t been restored.

AP presents sustainable city blueprint at Barcelona Congress
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

ANDHRA Pradesh made a 
strong impression at the Smart 
City Expo World Congress 
(SCEWC) 2025 in Barcelona, 
with Principal Secretary of  
Municipal Administration and 
Urban Development S Suresh 
Kumar presenting the State’s 
ambitious urban transforma-
tion strategy.

The presentation focused on 
Amaravati’s integrated trans-
port and trunk infrastructure 
plan, designed to support sus-
tainable, inter-modal mobility 
in the greenfield capital region. 
Highlighting the State’s com-
mitment to sustainable urbani-

sation, Suresh Kumar said, 
“Amaravati is designed not 
merely as infrastructure, but as 
an integrated ecosystem where 
mobility, utilities, and environ-
ment cohere to lift living stand-
ards and enable inclusive eco-
nomic growth.”

He emphasised Andhra 
Pradesh’s approach, which 
blends Transit-Oriented Devel-
opment (TOD), circular econo-
my principles, net-zero energy 
goals, electric mobility, and eco-
friendly construction, all ena-
bled through robust public-pri-
vate partnerships.

The presentation detailed 
Amaravati’s infrastructure 
blueprint, including 320 km of  
trunk roads, over 1,200 km of  

neighbourhood streets under 
the Land Pooling Scheme, and 
extensive networks for storm-
water, water supply, sewerage, 
and ICT. The public transport 

plan features BRT/metro cor-
ridors, three major transport 
hubs, 20 intra-city bus termi-
nals, and a proposed new rail-
way station. The State has also 
established the AP Capital Re-
gion Unified Transportation 
Authority (APCRUTA) to coor-
dinate multimodal planning 
and implementation.

The global response was 
overwhelmingly positive. Del-
egates from over 100 countries 
and 850 cities applauded the 
scale and clarity of  AP’s plan-
ning. Several international 
firms expressed interest in pi-
lot collaborations, particularly 
in areas like AI-based mobility 
analytics, smart drainage sys-
tems, EV charging infrastruc-

ture, and innovative PPP fi-
nancing models.

“The quality and maturity of  
AP’s plan - with built-in sus-
tainability and bankable PPP 
structures - makes it attractive 
for global collaboration,” offi-
cials noted.

During bilateral meetings, 
the State delegation outlined 
investment opportunities and 
flexible procurement models, 
including annuity, blended fi-
nance, and viability gap fund-
ing. Suresh Kumar added, “Un-
der the visionary guidance of  
Hon’ble Chief  Minister Sri 
Nara Chandrababu Naidu, we 
are ready to partner with glo-
bal agencies to translate exper-
tise into local impact.”

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

VIZAG is set to become the epi-
centre of  global trade for mi-
cro, small, and medium enter-
prises (MSMEs) as it hosts the 
MSME Export Development 
Convention 2025 on November 
9–10 at Fairfield by Marriott. 

The event, organised by the 
AP MSME Development Corpo-
ration (APMSMEDC) under the 
Reverse Buyer-Seller Meet 
(RBSM) initiative of  the Rais-
ing and Accelerating MSME 
Performance (RAMP) Scheme, 
is held in collaboration with 
the India SME Forum.

The convention aims to posi-
tion AP as a leading export hub 
by connecting local MSMEs 
with international buyers. A 
total of  34 global buyers from 16 
countries—including Russia, 
Sri Lanka, Hungary, the UK, 
Austria, Japan, New Zealand, 
Egypt, Bahrain, Nepal, Zimba-
bwe, Ghana, Tanzania, Uganda, 
Togo, and Kenya—will partici-
pate in the event. Buyers from 

sectors including auto compo-
nents, electronics, textiles, and 
pharma will attend the two-day 
event featuring buyer sessions 
and B2B meetings. 

Export-ready MSMEs regis-
tered under Udyam will be 
transparently shortlisted to en-
sure sectoral diversity and 
representation.

Minister for MSME, Konda-
palli Srinivas, highlighted the 
convention as a landmark ini-
tiative under the RAMP 
Scheme, aligning with Chief  
Minister Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu’s vision to empower en-
trepreneurs through missions 
like ‘One Family One Entrepre-
neur (OFOE)’ and ‘Swarna 
Andhra 2047.’

An OSRTC bus travelling from Vizag to Jaipur caught fire 
in Parvathipuram-Manyam district on Thursday morning. 
All 10 passengers escaped unhurt after the driver 
evacuated them before flames engulfed the vehicle

OSRTC 
BUS FIRE

GANJA SMUGGLING
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A new-born girl was found abandoned at Nandikotkur 
Government Hospital in Nandyal. Alert officials rescued 
the weak 1.5-kg infant and shifted her to Nandyal GGH 
for intensive care, urging safe cradle use

NEWBORN 
RESCUED
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Extension of proj likely 
to end jumbo threat
Continued from page 1

Startled, the elephant retreated 
into the woods, its path was 
documented in video. Alerts 
raced to forest officials, ena-
bling real-time oversight. Dep-
uty Chief  Minister (Environ-
ment and Forest) Pawan Kalyan 
shared the clips online, pro-
claiming it “the future of  har-
monious coexistence — a 
vital tool against hu-
man-animal clashes.” 
He lauded its non-inva-
sive design: no barri-
ers, no drugs, just intel-
ligent nudges preserving 
wildlife, and protecting 
communities.

Chittoor Divisional Forest 
Officer Subba Raju explained 
the  system’s  functional 
prowess.

 “This solar AI pilot detects 
elephant movement, deploys 
gentle countermeasures, and 
alerts via maps and footage for 
swift intervention,” he said.

 Complementing it are four 

Kumki elephants brought from 
Karnataka—trained herders 
who’ve safely corralled strays 
multiple times, blending tradi-
tion with tech.

Central to the effort is Farm-
Guard, from a Vellore AI firm. 
Machine learning distinguish-
es threats — elephants, tigers, 
leopards, boars — from harm-
less passersby. Detection sparks 

alarm and GPS pings to 
rangers,  thwar ting 
disasters.

 “At `2.76 lakh per 
unit in AP, it cuts com-
pensation costs, forti-

fies farms, and sustains 
crop yields,” CEO PG Ra-

gavandir told TNIE. 
Relief  resonates with villag-

ers. Subramanyam (60) from 
Pathapeta, remembers 15 years 
of  terror, elephants destroying 
mango and vegetable crops, 
causing extensive loss every 
year. “We banged pots in pan-
ic,” he said. Now, “the camera 
brings calm—but we need more 
units along the fringe areas.”

RTGS a key tool to collect & 
analyse data, says CM Naidu
Continued from page 1

Highlighting the Swarna And-
hra @2047 vision document, he 
called for the establishment of  
task force in every Assembly 
constituency, led by senior of-
ficials, to execute development 
plans.

He described the Real-Time 
Governance Society (RTGS) as 
a key tool to collect and analyse 
data, which will be disseminat-
ed across departments for swift 
action. “Officials must priori-
tise delivering better services 
to the people. Village secretari-
ats should be transformed into 
Vision Units, and utilised effec-
tively,” Naidu said, citing the 
recent loss mitigation during 
Cyclone Montha  as a success 
story. 

“Data-driven governance has 
become crucial. We are rectify-
ing the destruction caused by 
the previous regime, address-
ing issues one by one,” he 
said.

In a push to real-time govern-
ance, Naidu revealed that citi-
zen data from Anganwadi cen-
tres to students has been 
digitised, and integrated via 
AWARE platform. A new data 
lake system will consolidate in-
formation from all government 
departments, enabling instant 
analysis and decisions. “Pre-
dict first, then act accordingly 
— this is now possible through 
technology, ensuring better 
services for the public,” he 
said.

With substantial budgets al-
located for welfare and admin-
istration, he stressed the need 
for efficient utilisation of  
funds. E-files are now accessi-
ble to all, but he questioned the 
pace of  decisions. “In the past, 

obtaining a simple caste certifi-
cate required chasing docu-
ments across offices for 10 days. 
T hat  must  chang e,”  he 
averred.

To eliminate office queues, 
Naidu advocated full adoption 
of  the Central government’s 
DigiLocker, and expansion of  
online services, including 
WhatsApp governance. “Why 
summon people to offices when 
services can be delivered digit-
ally? Revenue and other depart-
ments should prioritise online 
or app-based service delivery,” 
he said. 

He announced plans for 
RTGS centres in every district 
and AI integration of  historical 

and real-time data. Every pub-
lic service must meet set stand-
ards, and complaints need 
prompt resolution without any 
delay, he said. 

Naidu also called for proac-
tive incident management. An-
alyse accidents like recent bus 
crashes or the Tirumala stam-
pede, develop protocols, and 
prevent recurrence through 
early warnings, he said.

On transparency, Naidu ad-
dressed controversies from the 
previous administration, such 
as the 22A disputes and irregu-
larities in the Excise Depart-
ment . 

“Records were tampered with 
earlier. We must resolve them 

responsibly.  We should counter 
false allegations by informing 
the public with facts,” he said. 

Police data must integrate 
into the data lake, and technol-
ogy should streamline systems. 
“No State uses technology like 
Andhra Pradesh. With a single 
team, approach, and theme, 
let’s work together for the 
State’s development. There’s no 
room for negligence,” Naidu as-
serted, targeting 15% growth to 
boost GDP and per capita 
income.

He praised initiatives attract-
ing investments, like Google’s 
$15  bi l l ion  data  center 
commitment. 

Departments must achieve 
100% online services; pensions, 
RTC, and ration distribution 
show progress, but cleanliness 
in RTC and improvements in 
municipal, electricity, sand 
supply, and registration serv-
ices (now at 62-70% satisfac-
tion) are needed.

 “Some ministers should im-
prove their performance, and 
file clearance should be speed-
ed up,” Naidu cautioned, pro-
posing ratings for government 
s e r v i c e s  t o  i n c e n t iv i s e 
efficiency.

Technology’s cost-saving po-
tential is a recurring theme. In 
water resources, real-time 
monitoring and groundwater 
recharge could avert droughts, 
reducing free power subsidies 
from ̀ 9,000 crore to ̀ 4,500 crore 
annually. Health department 
predictive analytics could simi-
larly cut expenses. “Data will 
become our greatest asset,” 
Naidu remarked.

He urged senior officials to 
make field visits, study ground 
realities, and emulate the cy-
clone response team’s spirit.

Data-driven governance has  
become crucial. We are rectifying  

the destruction caused by the 
previous regime, addressing issues 

one by one

N Chandrababu Naidu, CM

E X P R E S S  R E A D

AP govt challenges CAT order 
over suspension of IPS o�cer
Vijayawada: The Andhra Pradesh government 
has moved the High Court challenging the 
Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) order 
which struck down the suspension of senior
IPS officer Vishal Gunni and directed that he 
be reinstated. The CAT had recently set aside 
the State’s suspension orders issued against 
Vishal Gunni on September 15, 2024 and later 
extension orders issued on November 13, 2024 
and March 12, 2025, holding them unlawful. 
Challenging this, State Chief Secretary K 
Vijayanand and Director General Police Harish 
Kumar Gupta together filed a petition in the 
High Court.

HC directs, Neha Reddy, her firm 
Avyan to pay `31.97L to GVMC
Vijayawada: The Andhra Pradesh High Court 
has directed former YSRCP MP V Vijayasai 
Reddy’s daughter Penaka Neha Reddy and her 
company Avyan Realtors LLP to pay an 
additional `31.97 lakh to the Greater 
Visakhapatnam Municipal Corporation 
(GVMC) for demolishing the remaining 
portion of an illegal concrete wall constructed 
close to the sea in the Bheemunipatnam 
CRZ-I zone. The bench of Chief Justice Dheeraj 
Singh Thakur and Justice R Raghunandan Rao 
noted that the firm had earlier paid `48.21 
lakh towards demolition and must now clear 
the balance within two weeks. 

Build careers in public service, 
YSRCP chief Jagan tells youth
Vijayawada: Former chief minister YS Jagan 
Mohan Reddy has called on the youth of 
Andhra Pradesh to emerge as principled 
leaders and protect the State’s future. 
Addressing the YSRCP State Student Wing in 
Vijayawada on the eighth anniversary of his 
Praja Sankalpa Yatra, he likened the youth to 
‘tulasi’ saplings — pure and resilient. “This is 
your era. You decide the future of Andhra 
Pradesh,” he said, encouraging students to 
build careers in public service with integrity 
and vision. He accused the  government of 
reversing key education reforms, including 
English-medium instruction.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

WATER Resources Minister 
Nimmala Rama Naidu on 
Thursday announced that 
Chief  Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu will undertake a tour of  
North Andhra districts this 
month to review and expedite 
the completion of  long-pending 
irrigation projects. 

The announcement came af-
ter a high-level review meeting 
held at the Amaravati Secre-
tariat with senior officials and 
executing agencies.

The Minister revealed that 
the coalition government, since 
assuming office, has placed spe-
cial emphasis on North And-
hra’s irrigation infrastructure. 
“In the coming two years, over 
`2,000 crore will be spent to 
complete key projects,” he stat-
ed, highlighting the Chief  Min-
ister’s directive to prepare a 
time-bound action plan.

Slamming the previous YS-
RCP regime, Rama Naidu said 
that not a single rupee was 
spent on North Andhra irriga-
tion projects during its five-
year tenure (2019-2024). Even 
the ambitious Uttarandhra Su-
jala Sravanthi initiative 
launched by Chandrababu 
Naidu during the 2014-19 TDP 
government was deliberately 
stalled, he alleged.

The Minister said the nine 
priority projects that have been 
identified for immediate com-
pletion are BRR Vamsadhara, 
Thotapalli, Vamsadhara-Naga-
vali Link, Janjavathi Reservoir, 

Hiramandalam Lift, Nagavali-
Champavati, Mahendra Tan-
aya, Tarakarama Theertha Sa-
garam, and Maddulavalasa 
Reservoir.

Special focus will also be giv-
en to rehabilitation & resettle-
ment (R&R) works and remain-
ing pending components. 

Upon completion, these 
projects will bring 1.24 lakh 
acres of  new ayacut under ir-
rigation while stabilizing an-
other 2.48 lakh acres, totaling 
3.72 lakh acres of  assured wa-
ter supply. “Our goal is to de-
liver maximum irrigation cov-
erage at minimum cost, 
especially in drought-prone ar-
e a s , ”  t h e  M i n i s t e r 
emphasised. 

The review meeting was at-
tended by Water Resources Ad-
visor M Venkateswara Rao, 
Chief  Engineers, Superintend-
ing Engineers, Executive Engi-
neers of  North Andhra projects, 
senior officials, and others.

Nimmala: CM will tour North 
AP to focus on pending projs

Support for  
onion, cotton 
ryots assured
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

MINISTER for Agriculture K 
Atchannaidu has assured that 
onion farmers need not worry 
as the State government is tak-
ing all measures to protect 
them from losses. When market 
prices dropped, onions were 
procured at `1,200 per quintal 
through MARKFED and the 
Marketing Department in Kur-
nool district. So far, `10 crore 
has been credited to farmers, 
and the remaining ̀ 8 crore will 
be released soon, he said.

Atchannaidu added that 
farmers’ welfare remains the 
government’s top priority, with 
special monitoring to resolve 
issues promptly. Additional 
compensation of  `50,000 per 
hectare has been announced 
for 29,716 farmers across 20,913 
hectares in Kurnool and Kada-
pa districts.

Atchannaidu has written to 
Union Textiles Minister Girish 
Raj Singh seeking urgent sup-
port for cotton farmers affected 
by Cyclone Montha.

AP charts green hydrogen roadmap
State envisages to lead India’s green hydrogen revolution with annual production of 1.5 MT

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE State has taken a decisive 
step toward establishing itself  
as a national leader in green 
hydrogen production with the 
inaugural meeting of  the AP 
Green Hydrogen Valley Advi-
sory Board held at the Secre-
tariat on Thursday.

Chief  Secretary K Vijay-
anand, who co-chaired the 
meeting, reaffirmed the State’s
commitment to developing into 
a green hydrogen hub under 
the newly announced AP Green 
Hydrogen Valley Declaration. 
The declaration presents a 
roadmap to place Andhra 
Pradesh at the forefront of  In-
dia’s green hydrogen revolu-
tion by 2030, targeting the es-
tablishment of  2 gigawatts of  
electrolyser manufacturing ca-
pacity by 2027 and annual pro-
duction of  1.5 million metric 
tonnes of  green hydrogen by 
2029.

NITI Aayog Member and Ad-
visory Board Chairman VK 
Saraswat said Andhra Pradesh 

holds a leading position in bio-
mass availability — a key re-
source for green hydrogen pro-
duction. He said leveraging 
biomass could enhance farmer 
i n c o m e s  a n d  c r e a t e 
employment. 

Saraswat also underscored 
the importance of  integrating 
green hydrogen into local steel 
plants, fertiliser industries, 
and port operations, adding 
that the Central government is 
prepared to offer incentives un-
der the National Hydrogen Mis-
sion to industries adopting 
green hydrogen technologies.

Vijayanand highlighted the 

State’s renewable energy po-
tential, citing abundant solar, 
wind, and pumped energy stor-
age resources. He said Andhra 
Pradesh’s 974-km coastline is a 
major advantage for hydrogen 
production and pointed to the 
successful commissioning of  a 
1 GW pumped storage plant in 
Kurnool.

A key project under develop-
ment, he noted, is the hydrogen 
hub at Pudimadaka near Visa-
khapatnam, being established 
by NTPC Green Energy Limit-
ed (NGEL). The plant aims to 
produce 1,500 tonnes of  green 
hydrogen per day using 20 GW 

of  renewable energy, backed by 
an investment of  `1.85 lakh 
crore. The initiative is expected 
to cut foreign energy imports 
and boost domestic energy 
use.

AP GreenCo Co-AGM Ram 
Kumar said the conversion of  
the NPCL fertiliser plant in 
Kakinada into a one-million-
tonne ammonia facility will 
further strengthen the region’s 
green hydrogen ecosystem. He 
added that several Memoran-
dums of  Understanding (MoUs) 
related to green hydrogen pro-
duction will be signed at the 
upcoming CII conference in Vi-
sakhapatnam on November 
14–15.

Earlier, Member Secretary 
Prof  D Narayana Rao present-
ed a detailed roadmap for the 
AP Green Hydrogen Valley 
Declaration (2025–2029), outlin-
ing strategic goals and imple-
mentation plans. Advisory 
Board members RK Malhotra, 
Ashish Lele, Sujith Pillai, and 
JK Srivastava offered sugges-
tions on advancing hydrogen 
fuel initiatives.

Chief Secretary K Vijayanand (R) NITI Aayog member VK Saraswat at the inaugural 
meeting of the AP Green Hydrogen Valley Advisory Board on Thursday I  EXPRESS

Lokesh: Loyal cadre 
TDP’s strength, their 
welfare is at its heart
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Nellore

MINISTER for Education and 
IT, Nara Lokesh, said that the 
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) has 
always stood by its workers and 
continues to be the only party 
in the country with a strong 
and emotionally connected cad-
re base. Lokesh paid rich trib-
utes to late TDP State vice pres-
ident and Agro Corporation 
Chairman Malepati Subba 
Naidu and his nephew Bhanu 
Chander by garlanding their 
portraits at Dagadarthi in the 
Kaval i  const i tuency  on 
Thursday.

The Minister later 
visited the bereaved 
family, consoled them, 
and assured  ful l 
support. 

Speaking to the me-
dia, Lokesh said that 
while many regional 
parties exist across In-
dia, it is only the Telu-
gu Desam Party that 
draws its strength 
from its loyal cadre. 
“The sight of  the yel-
low flag itself  is an 
emotion for every TDP 
worker. Even at the recent Ma-
hanadu, our party declared 
that the worker is our true lead-
er,” he remarked.

Lokesh said that the party 
had set up a welfare fund for 
workers in 2014, through which 
`135 crore has already been 
spent to support them. He add-
ed that a model school in Hy-
derabad provides corporate-
level education to children of  
TDP workers who lost their 
lives in factional attacks. 
“Many of  those children are 
now working in leading global 
firms like Deloitte and Accen-
ture,” he said, recalling similar 

experiences from his Yuva 
Galam padayatra.

Expressing grief  over Subba 
Naidu’s demise, Lokesh said, 
“We lost a disciplined, dedicat-
ed leader and a man of  integ-
rity. I entered active politics in 
2013, and from that time, Subba 
Naidu garu was always close to 
me. We shared a strong bond 
and many cheerful conversa-
tions.” He recalled rushing to 
the hospital to ensure the best 
medical treatment when Subba 
Naidu suffered a brain stroke 
recently, describing his loss as 
deeply painful.

Lokesh praised Subba 
Naidu’s contribution 
as mandal party presi-
dent, State vice presi-
dent, and Agro Corpo-
ration chair man, 
saying he relentlessly 
fought for people’s 
causes from 2019 to 
2024. “When a TDP ac-
tivist named Karu-
nakar was harassed 
and driven to suicide, 
Subba Naidu stood 
firmly by his family 
and even helped re-
lease their mortgaged 

property using his own funds,” 
he said. Lokesh added that Sub-
ba Naidu played a key role in 
organising massive public 
gatherings whenever Chan-
drababu Naidu visited the 
constituewncy.

He further shared, “During 
my Yuva wdu accompanied me 
for five days, walking with me 
and discussing constituency is-
sues. Every ten days, he used to 
call and check how the paday-
atra was progressing.”

He also condemned the false 
propaganda being spread on so-
cial media to defame the family 
and warned of  strict action.

HRD & IT Minister Nara Lokesh paid tributes to State TDP vice president  M Subba
Naidu and his nephew Bhanu Chander and consoled their  family members I  EXPRESS

The sight of the 
yellow flag itself 
is an emotion for 

every TDP worker. 
Even at the recent 

Mahanadu, our 
party declared 

that the worker is 
our true leader

Nara Lokesh, HRD & 
IT Minister
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K’taka Cabinet clears startup 
policy, targets 25K ventures
Budget of `518.27 cr has been approved for implementation of the policy
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bengaluru

THE state cabinet on Thursday ap-
proved the new Karnataka Start-
up Policy 2025-2030, which aims to 
establish up to 25,000 startups, in-
cluding 10,000 outside Bengaluru, 
over the next five years. A budget 
of  ̀ 518.27 crore has been approved 
for implementation of  the policy.

The policy adopts a comprehen-
sive and inclusive approach to 
strengthening the state’s startup 
ecosystem through targeted inter-
ventions in key areas such as 
funding, incubation, infrastruc-
ture,  Research and Development 
and industry collaboration.

Karnataka currently hosts over 
18,000 startups, accounting to 15 

per cent of  all recognised startups 
in India. As per the Department of  
Electronics, Information Technol-
ogy, Biotechnology and Science 
and Technology, Karnataka is 
emerging as a national leader in 
deeptech, Artificial Intelli-
g e n c e  a n d  q u a n t u m 
technologies.  

“Karnataka’s startup 
ecosystem continues to 
thrive, driven by sustained 
government efforts to fos-
ter innovation and entrepre-
neurship through targeted initia-
tives. Aligning with this, the new 
policy aims to make the state a na-
tional leader or a champion in the 
startup domain,’’ the proposal 
stated. 

Between 2014 and 2024, startups 
based in Bengaluru raised 71.19 
billion dollars in funding. Inter-
estingly, 50 per cent of  all funded 
startups in India originate from 
the city. 

The Karnataka government 
further aims to boost this 
success across the state by 
providing financial back-
ing for early-stage startups 
as well as developing state-

of-the-art incubation cen-
tres, and R&D hubs. The poli-

cy also provides for funding of  
specialised training programmes, 
subsidies for industry certifica-
tion, grants for startup-focused 
skilling initiatives and mentor-
ship-driven financial support. 

T’gana Minister 
seeks return of 
five AP villages 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Khammam

AGRICULTURE Minister Thum-
mala Nageswara Rao sent written 
letters to Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah and the Chief  Minis-
ters of  both Telugu states, N Chan-
drababu Naidu and A Revanth 
Reddy, urging them to take meas-
ures to merge five villages, around 
Bhadrachalam, into Telangana.

He noted in the letter that dur-
ing bifurcation of  undivided And-
hra Pradesh, Bhadrachalam was 
included in Telangana. 

However, five surrounding 
gram panchayats — Yatapaka, 
Kannaigudem, Pichukalapadu, 
Purushothapatnam and Gundala 
— were marked for Andhra 
Pradesh.  Minister demanded that 
the villages be brought back un-
der Telangana’s jurisdiction.
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

COLLABORATION KEY 
TO CURBING MENACE 
OF DIGITAL ARRESTS 

CHECK VIABILITY BEFORE  
ODISHA PLAN’S TAKE-OFF

T
HE Mohan Charan Majhi government in Odisha has 
rolled out a ̀ 4,182-crore plan to develop the state’s aviation 
sector under what it calls the Building and Management 
of  Aviation Assets and Network or B-MAAN initiative. 
Ambitious as it may sound, the scheme has its heart at the 

right place. Increased connectivity, robust infrastructure, in-
centives to airlines, adoption of  tech solutions, and private in-
vestment are focus areas for the government that wants to posi-
tion the state as a leading aviation hub in eastern India.

A single-commercial-airport state for long, Odisha’s aviation 
infrastructure remained far below the desired levels despite 
grand plans for development that had started two decades ago. 
While the southern states raced away in industrial and IT  
sector growth, which necessitated a matching aviation net-
work, Odisha lagged. Change came after the NDA government 
brought in the UDAN scheme for regional connectivity. Now, 
the state administration has a clear task at hand if  it is to realise 
the aspiration of  establishing Odisha as a manufacturing hub, 
including bringing in semiconductor factories. One appreciable 
aspect is the new scheme’s focus on new and refurbished air-
ports to target underserved regions using viability gap funding 
to bring in airlines that can operate in tier 2 and tier 3 locations. 
Creation of  a world-class maintenance, repair, and overhaul 
ecosystem at Bhubaneswar and investment in drone technol-
ogy and aerospace management are novel ideas, too. 

However, Odisha must take a leaf  out of  other states in en-
suring financial viability, including the long-term  
prospects of  new routes, which will be crucial. Despite the 
success of  UDAN in democratising the country’s aviation 
network, many routes have suffered from low demand, im-
pacting operators’ bottomlines. The civil aviation ministry 
stated in parliament that “some routes become non-operation-
al after the [UDAN] subsidy ends due to airline closures, air-
craft shortages, and low passenger demand. Airports may fall 
into disuse if  connecting routes are discontinued”.

The asymmetry in Odisha’s aviation infrastructure is sharp.
In 2024-25, a bit more than 5 million air travellers visited the state, 
of  which 4.8 million travelled through the Biju Patnaik Interna-
tional Airport in capital Bhubaneswar. A few other state airports’ 
performances improved under UDAN. That Odisha requires a 
stronger aviation network is an understatement. However, a de-
tailed groundwork is required for B-MAAN to take off.

Q U I C K  TA K E

GIVE HIM A GOLDEN AWARD

THIS is a self-goal like few before. Fifa president Gianni 
Infantino has announced a new global peace prize to be 
awarded at the upcoming draw for the 2026 World Cup. 

No prizes for guessing which tantrum-throwing leader it 
will likely go to; no award either for guessing which cere-
mony in Oslo the Washington DC event will precede by five 
days. It’s not new for global football’s governing body to be 
grovelling in front of  the rich and the powerful, or wade 
into geopolitics at the behest of  influential nations. But 
what role does it have in adjudging global peace? To round 
up the farce, maybe the Nobel Committee could institute a 
Golden Boot and give it to he who must get the message.
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T was a clear and balmy morning 
when I arrived in Geneva as am-
bassador to the World Trade Or-
ganization. I was ushered into 
the VIP lounge. Ambassadors 
visiting Geneva as representa-
tives of  their countries at any of  

the missions there have the privilege of  
using this lounge twice: once upon ar-
rival and once before departure.

I had been working in Brussels for 
the previous three years as deputy 
chief  of  the Indian embassy. The gloom 
and incessant rain of  Brussels had 
worn us out considerably, and it was 
great to see clear blue skies, the mag-
nificent Lake Geneva, and the snow-
clad Alpine mountains in the distance.

My work was not easy. The counsellor 
in my mission, Mohan Kumar, who dis-
tinguished himself  later in many key 
assignments in the foreign service, 
came to me and said that our reputation 
was at its nadir. This followed the sin-
gle-handed crusade by former minister 
Murasoli Maran at the previous minis-
terial conference in Doha in 2001 against 
the introduction of  new issues such as 
investment and competition policy into 
the WTO’s work programme, making 
them subject to its powerful and rigid 
dispute settlement mechanism.

My first task was, therefore, to re-es-
tablish friendly links with other ambas-
sadors, which I achieved by visiting 
more than 40 of  them and getting on 
first-name terms with all. While this is 
not the place to describe all that tran-
spired over the next three years, I thor-
oughly enjoyed my stay, loved being part 
of  the core negotiations, and attended 
meetings where I pitted myself  against 
some of  the finest diplomats worldwide.

I am, therefore, sad to see the current 
 status of  the WTO, where it barely sur-
vives, with all its carefully crafted and 
negotiated trade rules in tatters, leaving 
global trade itself  in a disarray. Trade is 
an essential component of  global growth. 
As William J Bernstein puts it in his be-
stselling book, A Splendid Exchange: 
How Trade Shaped The World, “World 
Trade has yielded not only a bounty of  
material goods, but also of  intellectual 
and cultural capital, an understanding of  
our neighbours, and a desire to sell things 
to others rather than annihilate them.”

Trump would probably disagree with 
Bernstein. He cast the first stone to break 
away from a well-established multilat-
eral system of  trade rules by arbitrarily 
raising tariffs on steel and aluminium in 
his first term. He struck an even more 
brutal blow later by rendering the WTO 

dispute settlement mechanism dysfunc-
tional by disagreeing on the appointment 
of  members to the appellate body.

Any ruling from the dispute settle-
ment panel cannot therefore be taken 
up on appeal, breaking the legal chain. 
This meant that even if  a member coun-
try broke multilaterally-agreed trade 
rules, the affected country could not im-
pose retaliatory tariffs. Back in 2018, 
Trump expressed his resentment to-
wards the WTO, claiming that the WTO 
was set up “to benefit everybody but 
us”, adding: “We lose the lawsuits, al-
most all of  the lawsuits in the WTO.”

In his second term, he has virtually dis-
mantled the WTO, although he recently 
paid a part of  the amounts due to the or-
ganisation. He imposed a set of  tariffs 
based on his perception of  unfair treat-
ment of  the US. Not only did he impose 

high tariffs on many countries, but he 
also exercised his right to change them 
whimsically, at times based on extrane-
ous factors such as his belief  that an ally 
in Brazil, former President Jair Bol-
sonaro, was not being treated fairly by the 
judiciary, or that Indian companies were 
buying oil from Russia. He decided to flex 
his muscles against China and imposed  
a succession of  increasing tariffs. He  
denied that the tariffs signalled a trade 
war, stating that the “trade war was lost 
many years ago by the foolish or incom-
petent people who represented the US”.

His attempt to bring China to heel, 
however, failed miserably because he 
grossly underestimated the strength of  
the country’s trade weaponry and its 
readiness to employ all of  it without re-
morse against an unnecessarily aggres-
sive partner. Ultimately, peace had to be 

made on terms agreeable to both.
India is still labouring under a heavy 50 

percent tariff. Perhaps the chances of  an 
early settlement have improved, as China 
has agreed to buy more agricultural prod-
ucts from the US. The large-scale import 
of  farm products is a significant red line 
that no elected government in India can 
dare to cross. Meanwhile, exporters eve-
rywhere and American importers oper-
ate under conditions of  deep uncertainty. 
How can trade deals be established be-
tween exporters and importers when they 
are unsure what tariffs will be imposed?

There is another element that in-
trigues me. We know that certainty in 
tariffs and clearly-defined trade rules 
are beneficial. But then why is the vir-
tual demise of  the WTO causing barely 
a ripple? Has the WTO run its course?

When the Bretton Woods twins—the 
World Bank and the IMF—came into be-
ing, there was talk of  establishing an In-
ternational Trade Organisation. As the 
Cold War progressed, this came to 
nought. However, the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade or GATT emerged 
in its place, establishing some cardinal 
principles of  multilateral trade such as 
the most-favoured nation status, national 
treatment and transparency. Later, the 
GATT was found to be insufficient. After 
seven gruelling years of  negotiations, it 
was superseded by the WTO, which ad-
dressed other key areas such as services, 
agriculture, and intellectual property.

Now perhaps there is further room for 
change. The phenomenal growth of  dig-
ital trade, the speed of  communication, 
advancements in technology, and signifi-
cant changes in the financial transac-
tions underpinning trade, as well as the 
growing linkages between trade and 
stocks and futures, have altered the di-
mensions of  the WTO. New challenges 
necessitate a reinvented global system. 
Whether such a system will develop de-
pends on the members of  the WTO.

The dispute settlement mechanism, 
which is the prominent bone of  conten-
tion, can be recast. After consultation be-
tween the disputing parties, the panel may 
mediate rather than rule. If  mediation 
fails, the issue could be resolved through 
mutually agreed arbitration. Perhaps the 
principle of  consensus in decision-mak-
ing needs to change—reaching consensus
among 166 members is no easy task.

The WTO is undoubtedly at a cross-
roads. Its members must decide wheth-
er it is doomed to extinction or whether 
it will re-emerge, like the phoenix, from 
its ashes. (Views are personal)

 (kmchandrasekhar@gmail.com)

I THE WTO IS
DEAD, LONG

LIVE THE WTO

The World Trade Organization emerged after years of careful 
negotiations. No doubt it needs to change how it works and  
what it addresses. But dismantling it would be a grave error

K M CHANDRASEKHAR

SOURAV ROY

Former Cabinet Secretary and author  
of As Good as My Word: A MemoirC

YBER swindlers continue to be on the prowl across India, 
ever inventive in their subterfuge. Notwithstanding regular 
warnings from the Reserve Bank, commercial banks, and 
law enforcement agencies, legions of  citizens fall prey with 
dispiriting regularity. Fresh stratagems to defraud surface 

regularly, with the most lucrative one at present being the so-called 
‘digital arrest’, in which impostors masquerade online as officers 
of  the law and subject victims, often senior citizens, to a sustained 
psychological siege to rob them. Armed with sophisticated tools, 
these racketeers conjure convincing facsimiles of  courtrooms  
and police stations until their targets surrender emotionally  
and transfer large sums for an ‘official pardon’ or ‘bailout’.

The Supreme Court’s recent ‘shock’ at being told that 
more than ̀ 3,000 crore had been syphoned off  through such 
digital arrests underlines the urgency in confronting this 
growing menace. The apex court took suo motu cognisance 
after an elderly couple from Haryana was ‘virtually de-
tained’ on the basis of  forged judicial and investigative or-
ders, and coerced into parting with over ̀ 1 crore. The court 
has now sought a comprehensive probe into the menace.

Evidence suggests that a significant share of  these crimes 
is orchestrated from across the border and the money laun-
dered through organised financial networks. This brings  
a human-trafficking dimension to the financial crime. Indi-
ans recruited by transnational criminal syndicates with 
promises of  lucrative IT or marketing roles are subsequently 
compelled to run online scams under inhuman conditions. 
Myanmar and Cambodia have emerged as big hubs for  
this industrialised criminal syndicates. Several hundred In-
dians have managed to flee these scam factories this year 
alone; many more are estimated to be still trapped.

This cross-border element makes coordination essential in 
tackling cybercrime—between states in the country or with 
the authorities in other nations. The training of  law officers 
and inter-state collaborative work that the I4C or Indian  
Cybercrime Coordination Centre has been doing must be 
vastly expanded. Its work with tech and telecom firms in 
thwarting crime must evolve constantly to anticipate novel
ruses. Banks must deploy sharper analytics and resilient IT 
systems to flag high-value transfers to unrelated individuals
and offshore accounts. Above all, sustained public awareness 
is indispensable. Only a well-informed citizenry, aided by 
agile institutions, can blunt these scamsters. 

N a continued attempt to re-as-
sert its relevance in global ener-
gy markets, the US once more 
expended ammunition at Rus-
sian oil majors Rosneft and Lu-
koil. The sanctioned companies 
are being dislodged from the US 

banking system starting November 21. 
Markets are being cautiously apprehen-
sive as prices are firming up. However, 
informal estimates predict a movement 
in narrow band despite the imminent  
initial decrease in Russian oil flow.

Sanctions, a contentious issue, facili-
tate the resurrection of  alternatives 
like the Russian ‘shadow fleet’. Moscow-
based Transneft, the largest oil pipeline 
company with more than 70,000 km  
of  network, handles 80 percent of  pipe-
line supplies of  Russian crude; it re-
mains a major facilitator of  oil exports 
to China, Finland, Germany and a few 
east European consumers. Embargoes 
often act as catalysts for surrogate cor-
porate entities that circumvent restric-
tions and facilitate covert trade.

Meanwhile, fears of  supply constraints 
are allayed with considerable OPEC ca-
pacity in abeyance. The Latin American 
flows are expected to surge in 2026. Stab-
roek Block, a massive field off  Guyana’s 
shore operated by ExxonMobil and part-
ners, is expected to report substantially 
higher production. Petrobras resumed 
production at the Tupi field while clock-
ing record levels at Búzios, two of  the 
most prolific pre-salt offshore assets in 
Brazil that are slated to place the coun-
try among the top five oil producers. 
With rising oil sands production in Can-
ada and sustained shale activity in the 
Permian Basin, production will signifi-
cantly increase in the next two years.

Prior to 2022, Russian crude consti-
tuted barely 2 percent of  India’s import 
basket, but touched 37 percent later on 
the back of  discounts and favourable 
trade terms. China remained the larg-
est buyer of  Urals. However, energised 
Saudi ties with India and China helped 
Riyadh’s share in India’s imports to re-
main robust, and its exports to China 
hit a two-year high this August at 1.65 
million barrels per day, a figure that 
could be re-visited soon.

Aramco’s recent offer of  price cuts for 
Asia is evident of  the kingdom’s intent  
to corner a larger share of  the regional 
demand. Mindful of  the trade initiations 
with US and burgeoning supply sources 
over the last couple of  years, the depend-
ency on Moscow is easier to taper. This 

column had earlier mentioned America’s 
keenness to raise its share in the Asian 
markets, pre-dominantly India. The  
latest import figures corroborate it.

Buyers often consider energy security 
synonymous with economic security, a eu-
phemism for bargain pricing. Though this 
time, it may be tough to ensure both; a 
steep rise seems a distinct improbability.

While the markets decipher the  
financial implications of  latest moves, 
a different scenario is unfolding in  
the background. As American efforts 
remain focused on strangling Moscow’s 
financial resources in a bid to end the 
Ukraine war, a flashback to 2022 re-
veals a different narrative.

Russia, the third largest producer of  
oil, holds a vast incentive for exploration 
and production. The ageing infrastruc-
ture and obsolete technology needs fresh 
infusion. Downstream capacity and prod-
uct mix warrant substantial upgrading. 
Donald Trump is reluctant to “fully arm” 
Kyiv with Tomahawk missiles, capable 
of  inflicting damage on Russia’s deplet-
ing refinery capacity. Their use could in-
voke retaliation that would derail hopes 
of  any ‘collaboration and economic align-
ment’ between Russia and America. 

Exxon quit Russia abruptly in 2022 in 
the wake of  Ukraine war, leaving be-
hind massive stranded assets including 
at Sakhalin-1, the large, foreign-funded 
oil-and-gas project with Chinese and In-
dian equity participation. The Ameri-
can oil major is currently engaged in a 
protracted litigation seeking compensa-
tion of  $4.6 billion from the Russian au-
thorities. Vladimir Putin recently 
signed a decree allowing Exxon to re-
turn to the project. At the Alaska Sum-
mit, he had suggested US cooperation 
for energy exploration in the Arctic. Oil 
majors seek cost-effective and guaran-
teed high-return opportunities as the 
conventional sources begin to exhaust. 
The geopolitics of  the region could dra-
matically alter the US’s oil dynamics.

Given the sensitivity of  oil econom-
ics for Beijing, despite its close energy 
ties with Moscow and Tehran, oil was 
not on the agenda as Trump and Xi Jin-
ping met recently at Busan in South 
Korea. Was it selective laissez-faire or a 
long shot at veiled diplomacy?

The Trump-Putin détente at Budapest— 
a venue symbolising Hungary and Slova-
kia’s continued dependence on Russian 
oil via the Druzhba pipeline—failed to 
materialise due to a political and strate-
gic impasse. Berlin was accorded an ex-
emption from the latest US sanctions for 
Rosneft’s three Germany-based refiner-
ies. The relief  comes in an aptly denoted 
‘Letter of  Comfort’ from the US govern-
ment. In the present atmosphere of  con-
tradictions and vested interests, it is fu-
tile to focus on the price and availability.

In The Apprentice’s first season that 
aired in January 2004, the opening lines 
by a younger Trump, comfortably seated 
in a limo, speaks of  his accomplishments 
but draws on his brush with heavy debt: 
“I fought back and I won… I used my ne-
gotiating skills… I worked it all out and I 
am having more fun than I ever had.” 
These words, despite the present maze of  
confusion that prevails with his direc-
tives and rhetoric, kindle hopes for a fin-
er realpolitik that’s a global requisite. 
The world is eagerly waiting to see how 
much of  reel life merges with the real.

 (Views are personal)
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American sanctions on two Russian 
oil majors are unlikely to dent 
global supplies. More supplies are 
expected from the massive Stabroek 
field off Guyana and Búzios in 
Brazil. The US has exempted three 
Rosneft refineries in Germany even 
as Hungary and Slovakia continue to 
depend on Russian supplies 

I am convinced that Nigeria would 
have been a more highly developed 
country without the oil. I wished we’d 
never smelled the fumes of petroleum

Wole 
Soyinka

Americans souring
Ref: Redistricting win more weighty than 
Mamdani’s (Nov 6). The result of New York’s 
mayoral polls and other cities have reflected 
the disillusioned mood of the American  
voter about Trump and his policies. The  
US president needs to take a cue and  
modify his policies, especially on 
immigration and unemployment.
D V G Sankara Rao, Vizianagaram

Canine care 
Ref: To make our streets safer, follow 
Supreme Court order on strays (Nov 6). 
Unsuccessful implementation of animal 
birth control policies has made all  
provisions toothless. Peaceful cohabitation 
can only be possible among civil  creatures. 
Uncontrollable behaviour must be tamed  
to make them sociable. 
Sachidananda Satpathy, Sambalpur 

Ghatak’s impact
Ref: Teacher ’s 100 (Nov 6). Glorious 
filmmakers like Ritwik Ghatak not only 
live in vivid memory with their impactful 
works, but also by the pedagogical legacy 
they created. It is an irony that the teacher 
remains his own humble self, but the 
students outshine him in growth and glory.  
Rajarao Kumar, Bengaluru

Safety first
Ref: Rail  mishap (Nov 5). The recent  
Bilaspur tragedy is a stark reminder of 
the glaring lapses in our railway safety 
standards. No amount of monetary 
compensation can ever repay for loss. 
Meaningful progress will  only be achieved 
when the safety of passengers is prioritised, 
rather than inducting shiny new trains.
Raymond Martel, Thiruvananthapuram

Counter claims
Ref: BJP ‘stole’ Haryana poll with 25 lakh 
fake votes, Bihar next target (Nov 6). The 
fact that the allegations have been levelled 
one year post elections undermines the 
very credibility of the claims. It would be 
prudent if  the Election Commission shares 
substantial evidence that can bury such 
allegations once and for all. 
Aanya Singhal, Noida 

Verify allegations
Ref: BJP ‘stole’ Haryana poll with 25 lakh 
fake votes, Bihar next target: Rahul  
(Nov 6). Even presuming that bogus voting 
did take place in the Haryana polls, how 
has the leader of opposition Rahul Gandhi 
proven that the votes were cast in favour of 
the BJP? Details must be taken into account 
before making impetuous allegations.
P Mangalachandran, Kannur
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IAF flights bring back 270 Indian 
victims of Myanmar cyber scam
Detained by Thai authorities for violation of immigration laws; Indian mission issues warning

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ New Delhi

IN a major crackdown on celeb-
rity endorsements linked to il-
legal betting platforms, the En-
forcement Directorate (ED) has 
attached properties worth 
`11.14 crore belonging to former 
cricketers Suresh Raina and 
Shikhar Dhawan. 

The two have been accused 
of  promoting the banned bet-
ting application 1xBet and its 
surrogate brand 1xBat, which 
allegedly used over 6,000 mule 
accounts to launder more than 
`1,000 crore.

According to the ED, the at-
tachment includes mutual fund 
investments worth `6.64 crore 
linked to Raina and property 
valued at `4.5 crore belonging 
to Dhawan. Officials said the 
cricketers had received pay-
ments for endorsing illegal 
platforms disguised as legiti-
mate brand deals.

The agency said Raina and 
Dhawan “knowingly entered 
into endorsement agreements 
with foreign entities for the 
promotion of  1xBet through its 
surrogate brands.” These pay-
ments, routed through multiple 
foreign intermediaries, were 
allegedly designed to conceal 
the illicit origin of  funds tied to 

proceeds of  crime generated 
from betting activities.

The probe was initiated 
based on several FIRs filed  
by State Police agencies against 
the operators of  1xBet. Investi-
gators found that 1xBet and  
its related brands were facili-
tating and promoting illegal 
betting and gambling opera-
tions across India without  
any authorisation. 

During searches, the ED 
found that the platform target-
ed Indian users through social 
media, online videos, and print 
advertisements. “Payments for 
endorsements were structured 
through layered transactions 
using foreign intermediaries to 
disguise the illegal source of  
funds,” the agency said.
The investigation revealed that 

1xBet collected money through 
thousands of  mule accounts, 
routing funds via multiple pay-
ment gateways without proper 
KYC checks. The merchants 
listed on these gateways had 
suspicious profiles and busi-
ness activities that did not align 
with their transactions, indi-
cating the laundering of  over 
`1,000 crore.
 Over 60 bank accounts linked 
to these gateways have been 
frozen, and `4 crore has been 
seized so far. The ED issued an 
advisory, saying, “The public is 
therefore cautioned: Do not 
open, share, or allow your per-
sonal or business bank ac-
counts, debit cards, UPI IDs, or 
payment wallets to be used by 
others for receiving or transfer-
ring funds of  unknown origin.” 

ED attaches `11 cr assets of Raina 
and Dhawan in online betting case

J AYA N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

ANNE Bouverot, Special Envoy 
of  France for Artificial Intelli-
gence and Co-chair of  the 
French Council for AI and Dig-
ital Affairs, arrived in India 
Thursday for a two-day visit 
aimed at strengthening the In-
dia-France partnership in AI 
and digital technology. 

The visit comes ahead of  the 
AI Impact Summit, scheduled 
in Delhi on 19-- 20 February 
2026, which will see President 
Emmanuel Macron participate 
alongside Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. 

Speaking on her visit, Bou-
verot said, “As we look ahead to 
the AI Impact Summit in Delhi 
in February 2026, the Franco-
Indian collaboration in AI 
stands as a beacon of  shared 
ambition and mutual trust. The 
European vision of  a ‘third 
way’ in AI governance -- hu-
man-centred, open, and inclu-
sive-- is taking on renewed 
strength here in India.”

Bouverot’s itinerary includes 
meetings with senior officials 
from the Ministry of  Electron-
ics and Information Technolo-
gy (MeitY) and the Ministry of  

External Affairs, focusing on 
advancing bilateral coopera-
tion in AI and digital innova-
tion. She also visited the All 
India Institute of  Medical Sci-
ences (AIIMS) in New Delhi to 
attend a presentation by Wad-
hwaniAI on AI applications in 
healthcare and interact with 
doctors and patients. 

The French embassy said 
“These initiatives demonstrate 
strong and concrete impact of  
AI on people’s lives—from im-
proving patient care and pre-
vention to enhancing access to 
quality healthcare services—
and reflect how technology can 
be harnessed for public good.”

Bouverot will travel to Ben-
galuru, to co-chair a high-level 
roundtable on AI policy, organ-
ised jointly by the French Con-
sulate General and the Indian 
Institute of  Science (IISc). Dis-
cussions will highlight Karna-
taka’s AI ecosystem and ex-
plore practical collaboration 
between French and Indian 
stakeholders in sectors such as 
healthcare, environment, and 
mobility. She will also meet rep-
resentatives from Indian and 
French business and technolo-
gy communities to encourage 
partnerships between compa-
nies, researchers, and entrepre-
neurs in AI. 

France’s AI envoy in India ahead of 
Impact summit and Macron’s visit 

J AYA N T H  J A C O B  @ New Delhi

INDIA on Thursday began re-
patriating hundreds of  its citi-
zens who fled a notorious cyber 
scam centre in Myanmar, with 
two Indian Air Force (IAF) air-
craft bringing back 270 nation-
als, including 26 women, from 
the Thai border town of  Mae 
Sot. The evacuees had crossed 
from Myawaddy in Myanmar, 
where they were reportedly 
working in cyber scam opera-
tions. They were detained  
by Thai authorities for viola-
tion of  immigration laws when 
they had entered the country.

“The Embassy of  India, 
Bangkok, and the Consulate of  
India in Chiang Mai, in close 
coordination with various 
agencies of  Royal Thai Govern-
ment, have facilitated repatria-
tion of  270 Indian nationals, 
including 26 women, from Mae 
Sot, Thailand, to India by two 
special flights operated by IAF,” 
the embassy said. 

The returning nationals in-
clude both victims, who were 
lured to scam centres with 
promises of  lucrative jobs, as 
well as some individuals alleg-
edly involved in running the 
operations. Investigative agen-
cies in India will question the 

returnees to identify those in-
volved in scams, and legal ac-
tion will follow where neces-
sary, sources said.

The embassy also issued a 
caution to Indian citizens: “In-
dian nationals are strongly ad-
vised to verify the credentials 
of  foreign employers and check 
the antecedents of  recruiting 
agents and companies before 
taking up job offers. Also, visa-
free entry into Thailand for In-
dian passport holders is meant 
for tourism and short business 
purposes only and should not 
be misused for taking up em-
ployment in Thailand.”

This is not the first such op-
eration. In March 2025, India 

repatriated 549 nationals from 
cybercrime centres along the 
Myanmar-Thailand border in 
two IAF flights. 

The recent exodus follows a 
crackdown by Myanmar’s mili-
tary on the Chinese-backed KK 
Park in Myawaddy. As many as 
1,600 people had crossed into 
Thailand from KK Park. They 
included nationals from India, 
the Philippines, China, Viet-
nam, and Ethiopia. Sources 
said more flights are scheduled 
to bring back Indians. 

 Thursday flights first landed 
at an Indian airbase in the An-
daman and Nicobar Islands for 
refuelling before continuing to 
New Delhi. 

Anne Bouverot, Special Envoy of France for Artificial Intelligence, at AIIMS |  EXPRESS

P R E E T H A  N A I R  @ New Delhi

IN a sharp rejoinder to Con-
gress MP Shashi Tharoor’s re-
cent comments on dynastic 
politics, party General Secre-
tary (Organisation) K C 
Venugopal on Thursday said he 
“feels sorry for people who 
make such comments” and 
sought an explanation from 
Tharoor over his remarks. 
Venugopal’s response came 
days after Tharoor, in an article 
for international media outlet 
Project Syndicate, argued that 
dynastic politics across party 
lines poses a “grave threat” to 
Indian democracy and urged 
India to trade “dynasty for 
meritocracy”.

Speaking to reporters in the 
national capital, Venugopal de-
fended the Nehru-Gandhi fam-
ily, saying they have made im-
mense sacrifices for the country. 
“I feel sorry for those who made 
such remarks. Everyone knows 
that former prime ministers In-
dira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi 
sacrificed their lives for the na-
tion. Members of  the Gandhi 
family have even declined of-
fers to become prime minister. 
Calling it a family rule cannot 
be justified,” he said. 

“Tharoor must explain the 
reason for making such 
comments.”Tharoor’s remarks 
have reportedly irked sections 
of  the Congress leadership, 
with several party figures pub-
licly criticising him for target-
ing the Gandhi family. 

In his article, titled “In-
dian Politics Are a Fam-
ily Business”, Tharoor 
wrote that while the 
Nehru-Gandhi family 
has been synonymous 
with the Congress, dy-
nastic succession is perva-
sive across the political 
spectrum.

“When political power is de-
termined by lineage rather 
than ability, commitment, or 
grassroots engagement, the 

quality of  governance suffers,” 
he wrote.

Tharoor noted that India’s 
political parties are “largely 
personality-driven, with few 
exceptions,” and argued that 
the Nehru-Gandhi legacy — 
from Jawaharlal Nehru and In-

dira Gandhi to Rajiv Gan-
dhi and the current 
generation of  Rahul 
Gandhi and Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra — has 
b o t h  s h a p e d  

I n d i a ’s  d e m o c r a c y  
and reinforced the idea of  

leadership as a birthright.
This idea has penetrated In-

dian politics across every party, 
in every region, and at every 
level,” Tharoor said. He also 
said Indian political parties are 

largely personality-driven, 
with a few exceptions.

The BJP seized upon Tha-
roor’s comments, describing 
his piece as an “insightful” cri-
tique of  how Indian politics 
has become a family enterprise. 
Congress leaders, however, 
pushed back. Senior leader 
Udit Raj argued that dynastic 
patterns were not unique to 
politics.

“A doctor’s son becomes a 
doctor; a businessman’s child 
continues in business — poli-
tics is no exception,” he said. 
“From Naidu to Pawar, DMK to 
Mamata, Mayawati to Amit 
Shah’s son — there are many 
such examples. The problem is 
that opportunities often remain 
confined to families.”

Congress MP Pramod Tiwari 
also defended the Gandhi fam-
ily, calling them paragons of  
sacrifice and service.

“Nehru was the most capable 
prime minister this country 
has seen. Indira Gandhi and 
Rajiv Gandhi both laid down 
their lives for the nation. If  
someone calls the Gandhi fam-
ily a dynasty, which other fam-
ily in India has shown such sac-
rifice and dedication? Was it 
the BJP?” he asked. 

‘Deserves sympathy’: KC lashes out at 
Tharoor’s remarks on dynastic politics 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

PRESIDENT Droupadi Murmu 
will embark on a state visit to 
Angola and Botswana from No-
vember 8 to 13, in the first-ever 
visit by an Indian head of state 
to the two African nations, the 
External Affairs Ministry an-
nounced on Thursday.

Addressing a press briefing, 
Secretary, Economic Relations, 
MEA, Sudhakar Dalela said 
that the visit reflects India’s 
growing focus on strengthen-
ing partnerships with coun-
tries of  the Global South, 
particularly across political, 
economic, developmental, and 
cultural dimensions in Africa.

“India’s engagement with Af-
rica is growing across all key 
pillars—from political, trade 
and economic, and develop-
ment to people-to-people con-
nections. This visit is in conso-
nance with the government’s 
priority of  deepening partner-
ships with countries in the Glo-
bal South,” he said.

The tour to Africa will also 
include discussions on translo-
cating cheetahs from Botswana 
to India as part of  Project  Chee-
tah, symbolising the deepening 
environmental and conserva-
tion ties between the two 
countries. 

M AYA N K  S I N G H  @ New Delhi

AMID the ongoing reorganisa-
tion of  the security infrastruc-
ture,   the Indian Ar my  
on Thursday laid the founda-
tion stone for a new military 
station under the Eastern Com-
mand and reviewed the opera-
tional readiness and internal 
security situation in the bor-
dering areas. 

The Army said the new mili-
tary station in Assam’s Dhubri 
has been named after the legen-
dary Ahom Commander, Lachit 
Borphukan. Dhubri shares an 
international border with 
Bangladesh and is near to the 
b o r d e r s  w i t h  B h u t a n . 
“Lieutenant General RC Ti-
wari, General Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief, Eastern 
Command, visited the Gajraj 
Corps in the border areas and 
laid the foundation stone of  the 
Lachit Borphukan Military 
Station at Dhubri, Assam,” the 
Army said in a statement. 

Prez will leave  
for Botswana to 
advance Cheetah 
transfer project

Indian Army 
reviews Eastern 
sector readiness

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra @priyankagandhi

The BJP and the Election Commission are conspiring 
together to weaken our country and Constitution. The 
country will never forgive those who do this.

Yogi Adityanath @myogiadityanath

Whenever we were divided, we were cut! We must not 
divide; instead, unite to deliver a befitting response to 
Congress and RJD’s ‘jungle raj’ and ‘mafia raj’...

Mahua Moitra @MahuaMoitra

London & New York have Muslim mayors despite not 
being Muslim majority cities. Because voters looked 
beyond religion & race & focussed on real issues

V I S M AY  B A S U  @ New Delhi

ARTIFICIAL intelligence is in-
creasingly shaping the way In-
dians work, sometimes even 
more than traditional motiva-
tors such as salary or work-
place stress, according to In-
deed’s 2025 Workplace Trends 
Report, released October 6.

The global job-search plat-
form found that 71% of  Indian 
workers now use AI to solve 
problems, plan careers, or even 
test ideas. AI has evolved into a 
trusted work companion that 
helps employees think more 
strategically and make better 
decisions. The survey, which 
included 3,872 respondents 
across 14 industries, comprised 
1,288 employers and 2,584 em-
ployees, offering a snapshot of  

workforce. One key finding was 
the rise of “skill nomadism”, 
where workers frequently 
change roles and acquire new 
skills to stay employable.

Others are experimenting 
with micro-retirements—short 
breaks to rest, retrain, or 
p u r s u e  p e r s o n a l 
projects—or moon-
lighting, manag-
ing side jobs 
a l o n g s i d e 
their primary 
roles. Some have 

even adopted bare-minimum 
Mondays, easing into the work-
week to manage stress. These 
practices are being driven by 
younger professionals, and 68% 
of  entry- and junior-level staff  
reported experimenting with 

new career strategies.
However, the report 

highlights the dis-
connect between 

employers and 
e m p l o y e e s . 
While 62% of  

employees view 
these shift as a 
smart way to nav-
igate fast-chang-
i n g  wo rk  d e -
mands, 42% of  
employers inter-
pret the same be-
haviours, such as 

frequent role 
changes, flex-
ible routines, 

and limited 

office presence, as signs of  dis-
engagement. Attrition is ris-
ing. One in five employers re-
ported turnover increases of  
20% in the past year, attribut-
ing some of  this to the adoption 
of  these new work patterns.

Flexibility and autonomy 
emerged as the primary drivers 
of  change, cited by 43% of  em-
ployees, followed by stress and 
burnout (37%) and job security 
concerns (30%). Other motiva-
tions include redundancy, fam-
ily responsibilities, and a de-
sire to duck stagnation. 
Younger professionals, in par-
ticular, are increasingly meas-
uring career success through 
learning, adaptability, and 
work-life balance, rather than 
salary or promotion.

AI is central to this transfor-
mation. Workers rely on AI 
tools not only to perform tasks 
more efficiently but also to plan 
career trajectories and make 
informed decisions. 

Rohan Sylvester, Talent Strat-
egy Advisor at Indeed, said that 
these shifts represent a “practi-
cal evolution in how India 
works”, emphasising that or-
ganisations offering flexibility, 
structured learning, and trans-
parent career paths will be bet-
ter positioned to attract and 
retain talent. 

Indian workforce prefers AI over salary: Study

ALL 
THINGS AI

71% of Indian workers now use 
AI for problem-solving, career 
planning, and idea generation

94% of professionals believe  
AI skills boost careers; 96% 
already use AI tools at work

62% of employees see 
flexible work patterns 

as adaptive

68% of entry-level 
employees are 

experimenting with 
new learning and 
career strategies

FLEXIBILITY (43%), STRESS 
RELIEF (37%), AND JOB 

SECURITY (30%) DRIVE 
MOST WORKPLACE CHANGES

75% of hiring 
prioritise AI skills 
over traditional 

experience

ONE IN FIVE EMPLOYERS 
REPORT ATTRITION RISING 
BY OVER 20% DUE TO 
SHIFTING WORK TRENDS

 42% of 
employers  

view them as 
disengagement

S U C H I T R A  K A LYA N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on Thurs-
day ruled that the police  
and investigating agencies 
must provide the grounds of  
arrest in writing to accused 
persons and in a language they 
understand, irrespective of   
the nature of  the offence or 
statute involved. 

“The right to be informed of  
the grounds of  arrest is a fun-
damental and mandatory safe-
guard under Article 22(1) of  the 
Constitution and applies to all 
offences, including those under 
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS). The grounds of  arrest 
must be communicated in writ-
ing to the arrestee in the lan-
guage he/she understands,” 
said a bench of  Chief  Justice of  
India (CJI) BR Gavai and Jus-
tice AG Masih.

The top court delivered the 
judgment in the Mihir Rajesh 
Shah vs state of  Maharashtra 
case that arose from the high-
profile Mumbai BMW hit-and-
run incident of  July 2024. 

The court also made it clear 
that in certain exceptional situ-
ations when it is not possible to 
supply written grounds imme-
diately, the reason should be 
conveyed orally to the accused. 

“Even in such cases, written 
grounds must be furnished to 
the accused within a reasona-
ble time and no later than two 
hours prior to production of  
the arrestee for remand pro-
ceedings before the magis-
trate,” said the top court in its 
53-page judgment.

“The constitutional mandate 
of  informing the arrestee the 
grounds of  arrest is mandatory 
in all offences under all stat-
utes including offences under 
IPC 1860 (now BNS 2023),” the 
bench said. “In case of  non-
compliance of  doing so, the ar-
rest and subsequent remand 
would be rendered illegal and 
the person will be at liberty to 
be set free,” it clarified. The 
court directed its registry to 
send a copy of  the judgment to 
all registrars-general of  high 
courts and chief  secretaries of  
all states and UTs.

SC says accused must be 
given grounds of arrest  
in writing in his language
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A decade on, the Bombay HC on Thursday said it will hear 
in December a plea by actor Amol Palekar for protection 
of artistic freedom, which he said was being violated by 

rules that mandate pre-censorship of scripts of plays.

A R T I S T I C  F R E E D O M

ALLEGE GANG RAPE DURING 
CLASH IN UP’S BARABANKISISTERS

2
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Ahmedabad 29 16
Bhopal 26 12
Jaipur 26 13
Amritsar 26 11
Chennai 32 26
Kolkata 31 22
Srinagar 15 02 

Mumbai 31 26   
Panaji 30 23
Patna 28 17
Lucknow 27 15
Port Blair 29 26
Imphal 27 18
Chandigarh 26 12

INDIA Max MaxMin Min

Despite his health issue, Brand Nitish is intact; afterall we never disrespect our ageing father in Indian society, says Dharmendra Pradhan, BJP in-charge of Bihar polls

A
S Bihar heads into a cru-
cial election, the BJP is 
banking on its long-stand-
ing social engineering 
and record in governance. 

One of  the party’s key strate-
gists Dharmendra Pradhan 
speaks with Santwana Bhat-
tacharya, Editor of  The New 
Indian Express, on the three 
pillars of  the NDA campaign, 
the continuing resonance of  
the “jungle raj” narrative, and 
the  chal leng e  posed by 
Prashant Kishor. Excerpts:

You are one of  BJP’s key 
strategists for the Bihar 
election. What are the three 
major pillars of  the BJP’s 
campaign and narrative?
The NDA’s socio-political engi-
neering goes back to Vajpay-
eeji’s time. Since 1996, we have 
built a solid base under the 
NDA. We have been governing 
Bihar since 2005 and at the Cen-
tre since 2014. Development is 
our foremost plank — the clear-
cut difference between pre-2005 
and post-2005 Bihar.

Secondly, people have not for-
gotten the misrule of  Lalu Pras-
ad and his allies between 1990 
and 2005. Those years brought 
socio-economic imbalance and 
deep resentment against that 
dispensation.

Thirdly, Bihar today is an as-
pirational society. People here 
are conscious of  their political 
rights and expectations. They 
want to know who can deliver. 
The NDA, under the leadership 
of  Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Chief  Minister Nitish 
Kumar, has earned that trust. 
People have full faith in this 
duo.

It is often said the BJP 
evokes the past to get votes. 
Instead of  a report card 
on 20 years of  NDA rule, 
why keep talking about 
‘jungle raj’?
Development is our main elec-
tion issue. The difference be-
tween pre-2005 and post-2005 
Bihar is visible — in roads, elec-
tricity, women’s safety, empow-
erment through Jeevika Didis 
and many other parameters. 
Across more than 100 schemes, 
the progress is evident. That is 
the primary achievement of  the 
double-engine government, 
both in Bihar and Delhi.

How do you assess the 
Prashant Kishor 
phenomenon?
This election is essentially a 
contest between two alliances 
— the NDA and the Mahagath-
bandhan. In a democracy, many 

will contest, but the real fight is 
between these two mainstream 
alliances.

How many seats do you 
expect to win? Between BJP 
and JD(U), who will get 
more?
I am not an astrologer, but I am 
confident we are heading for a 
decisive victory.

Can Nitish Kumar still be 
relied upon, considering his 
age and health? Would there 
be a change of  guard if  the 
NDA returns to power?
I politely disagree with that 
view. Nitish Kumar remains a 

dynamic and vibrant leader. He 
travels over 250 km daily by 
road and addresses several ral-
lies. In Indian society, we do not 
disrespect an aging father. He 
has a vision for Bihar, and 
people trust him. Any 
premature assessment 
about his future is 
unfortunate.

But he has changed 
alliances more than 
once, and there are health 
concerns…
Nitish Kumar has been a prov-
en ally of  the NDA for nearly 30 
years, barring a few brief  
breaks. In recent public meet-

ings, he has said that till his last 
breath, he will remain with 
Prime Minister Modi and the 
NDA. Despite his health issues,

his brand remains intact. 
Modi and Nitish are a le-

thal combination.

Will the BJP allow 
Nitish to continue 
as Chief  Minister if  

JD(U) gets fewer 
seats?

In 2020, the BJP had more seats 
than JD(U), yet Nitish Kumar 
was sworn in as Chief  Minister. 
We should not reduce politics to 
such arithmetic — that is 
unfortunate.

In Odisha, Naveen Patnaik’s 
health became an election 
issue. Could Bihar see 
something similar?
No. In Odisha, the issue was not 
health but non-performance, 
corruption, and nepotism, 
which allowed non-Odia ele-
ments to interfere in govern-
ance. A power broker was effec-
tively running the government 
— that was the real issue.

Education is another big 
issue in Bihar. As Union 
Education Minister, what is 
your vision under the NEP?
To achieve the Viksit Bharat 
2047 goal, education is the first 
precondition. Through educa-
tion, skill, and capacity-build-
ing, we can reach our develop-
mental goals. Bihar is the land 
of  Nalanda and Vikramshila. 
In the 21st century, we must 
recreate that knowledge 
ecosystem.

We have provided substantial 
central funds. Recently, 19 new 
Kendriya Vidyalayas have been 
approved. A new IIM has come 
up under PM Modi’s tenure, 
along with new central universi-
ties in North and South Bihar.

The Opposition says the 
`10,000 financial aid for 
women is an election sop.

This initiative is for women’s 
empowerment, not elections. 
The Jeevika Didi programme 
has been running since 2005. Is 
it wrong to support women’s en-
trepreneurship? The Opposi-
tion is criticising this only to 
hide its failures in the states it 
governs.

The Opposition alliance has 
promised one government 
job per household. How do 
you respond?
That is Mungerilal ke haseen 
sapne — daydreaming. We have 
created opportunities across 
the spectrum — from intern-
ships to entrepreneurship, and 
in both government and private 
sectors where potential exists.

Where does Bihar fit into 
the NDA’s Vision 2047 for 
India?
Bihar will be the captain of  
this initiative. Prime Minister 
Modi is the first PM to truly 
prioritise eastern India. He 
coined the term Purvodaya, fo-
cusing on infrastructure, so-
cial sectors and mineral devel-
opment — all of  which have 
benefited the region. Bihar, in 
particular, has been a major 
beneficiary. That’s why Nitish 
Kumar is appealing for a new 
Bihar for the 21st century.

P R A S A N TA  M A Z U M D A R  @ Guwahati

ASSAM Chief  Information 
Commissioner (CIC) Bhaskar-
jyoti Mahanta resigned from the 
post on Thursday after an RTI 
was filed seeking data related to 
government funds given to  
his brother Shyamkanu Mahan-
ta, who was arrested along with 
six others last month in connec-
tion with music icon Zubeen 
Garg’s mysterious death in Sin-
gapore on September 19.

In his resignation letter, 
Bhaskarjyoti, a former IPS of-
ficer who had served as the As-
sam DGP, said that after Shyam-
kanu’s name got linked to 
Garg’s case, his conscience was 
telling him that if  anyone were 
to seek information under RTI 
regarding his brother, it could 
lead to doubts or misinterpreta-
tions in the minds of  people. 
“To prevent even the slightest 
scope for such suspicion, I felt 
it would be right to step aside 
from my position,” he said.

Stating that he had communi-
cated this to the CM’s office, 
Bhaskarjyoti said he also in-

structed his colleagues to in-
form him if  there was any such 
RTI application. He said an ap-
plicant sought information from 
the department concerned on 
funds provided by the govern-
ment for cultural programmes 
involving Shyamkanu.

 “The applicant also wrote to 
me personally, expressing full 
faith in my integrity and trans-
parency, and stating that he ex-
pected an impartial role from 
me in this matter. Since I con-
sidered this eventuality earlier, 
I decided without delay to sub-
mit my resignation letter to the 
Hon’ble Governor,” he said.

H A R P R E E T  B A J W A  @ Chandigarh

SUNDERNAGAR town in 
Himachal Pradesh’s Mandi 
district witnessed tension on 
Wednesday night as a 38-year-
old married man of  a minority 
community allegedly attempt-
ed to kidnap a 13-year-old 
schoolgirl from the other com-
munity, leading to heated ar-
guments and a fight.

Police sources said the man 
had been stalking the girl for 
many days and on Wednesday 
he stopped his SUV near the 
house of  the minor and 
tried to abduct her.

The family of  the girl 
intervened, but the ac-
cused allegedly misbe-
haved with them, follow-
ing which the locals 
gathered at the spot, thrashed 
him, painted his face black and 
handed him over to police.

Sources privy to the matter 
said that as the police were re-
cording the statements of  the 
girl and her relatives, members 
of  the minority community en-
tered the police station and cre-

ated disturbance, leading to
heated arguments and misbe-
haviour with the people accom-
panying the girl’s father.

Members of  both communi-
ties soon gathered outside the 
police station, and additional 
police force had to be called in. 
The situation was eventually 
brought under control, police 
officials shared. Sundernagar 
DSP Bharat Bhusan said that 
three FIRs have been filed in 
connection with the incident.

“One FIR was registered 
against the man who tried to 

abduct the girl under sec-
tions of  the POCSO Act 
and BNS, and the vehi-
cle used has been im-
pounded. The second 

FIR was registered 
against the relatives of  

the accused who tried to cre-
ate a disturbance in the police 
station. And a third FIR was 
registered against those who 
had thrashed the accused.”

The DSP said the accused 
was produced before a court on 
Thursday,  which sent him to 14 
days of  judicial custody.

M U K E S H  R A N J A N  @ Ranchi

TWO jail officials were sus-
pended after a video showing 
high-profile inmates partying 
inside Ranchi’s Birsa Munda 
Central Jail went viral, spark-
ing political outrage and de-
mands for a judicial probe.

The suspensions of  Assistant 
Jailor Devnath Ram and Jama-
dar Vinod Kumar Yadav were 
immediate. The footage, said to 
have been shot a few months 
ago, showed two inmates — 
Vidhu Gupta, accused in the 
liquor scam, and Vicky Bhalo-
tia, accused in the GST scam 
— dancing in shorts and T-
shirts to the beats of  a Hary-
anvi song inside a special hall 
within the jail premises.

The video went viral online, 
raising concerns about the al-
leged nexus between influen-
tial inmates and corrupt prison 
staff  inside Jharkhand’s jails.

State BJP president and 
Leader of  Opposition Babulal 
Marandi demanded a judicial 
probe into the “illegal facilities 
and luxury arrangements” be-
ing extended to select prison-
ers. He urged the Jharkhand 

High Court to take suo motu 
cognisance and order an in-
quiry led by a sitting judge.

“The video is not from a liq-
uor shop or dance bar but from 
Ranchi’s Hotwar Central Jail, 
where leaders like Lalu Prasad 
Yadav and Hemant Soren have 
been incarcerated in corrup-
tion cases,” Marandi said. “Spe-
cial wards have been built for 
VIP prisoners, where an entry 
fee and monthly expenses are 
charged to maintain their luxu-
rious lifestyle,” he claimed.

Marandi accused the Hemant 
Soren-led government of  pro-
tecting certain inmates. “This is 
possible only through the con-
nivance of  jail officials and staff, 

who violate the Jail Manual in 
exchange for money,” he said.

The BJP leader added that 
despite repeated warnings, 
the state government failed to
act. Instead, he said, Robert 
Nishant Besra, an officer who 
resisted offering “special hos-
pitality” to influential prison-
ers, was transferred.

Marandi also dismissed the 
suspension of  two jail employees 
as a “mere formality”, question-
ing why higher officials have 
been spared. He expressed aston-
ishment at the reinstatement of  
Dinesh Verma, a jailer suspend-
ed just twenty days ago from 
Hazaribagh Jail for granting un-
due facilities to another inmate.

R A M A S H A N K A R  @ Patna

PRIME Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday accused the 
RJD and Congress of  support-
ing insurgents for vote bank 
politics and said his govern-
ment was committed to identi-
fying and deporting them. 

Addressing election rallies 
in Araria and Bhagalpur, Modi 
said the opposition was spread-
ing lies and taking out rallies to 
protect insurgents. “These in-
surgents have captured local 
people’s land, snatched their 
jobs. Shouldn’t they be deport-
ed?” he asked, appealing to the 
youth to vote for the NDA to en-
sure their repatriation.

He alleged that the RJD-Con-
gress alliance had a “dislike” for 
Lord Ram and “Chhathi Maiya” 
due to vote-bank politics. With-
out naming Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi, Modi said he insult-
ed the Chhath festival, and RJD 
chief  Lalu Prasad remained si-
lent. He also referred to Lalu’s 
past remark calling the Maha 
Kumbh “faltu” (worthless).

He said women were now the 
strongest fortress 
against the return of  
“jungle raj”, which he 
described as “katta 
(country-made fire-

arm), krurta (cruelty), katuta 
(animosity), kusanskar (bad 
habits), corruption and kush-
ashan (misgovernance)”.

Modi said that during the RJD 
rule from 1990 to 2005, “no ex-
pressway was constructed, no 
bridge was built over the Kosi, 
no tourist circuit was devel-
oped, and no medical college, 
IIT, IIM or National Law Univer-
sity was opened.” “The youths’ 
dreams are my resolution. They 
can write and keep this as my 
guarantee,” he added.

In Bhagalpur, Modi said the 
government opened bank ac-

counts for women and Chief  
Minister Nitish Kumar trans-
ferred `10,000 each to 1.4 crore 
of  them to start small ventures. 
He said if  the “most corrupt 
families of  the country” were 
in power, the money “would 
have gone to their coffers.”

In a veiled attack on Gandhi, 
Modi alleged that reluctance of  
opposition leaders to visit Ayo-
dhya to have “darshan” of  
shrines dedicated to Nishad 
Raj, Mata Sabri, and Maharshi 
Valmiki was indicative of  their 
“hatred” for Dalits and back-
ward classes.

R A M A S H A N K A R  @ Patna

BIHAR Deputy Chief  Minister 
Vijay Kumar Sinha on Thurs-
day accused “goons” of  the 
RJD, the main Opposition par-
ty, of  “attacking” his convoy in 
a village in Lakhisarai—his 
home turf—where he went fol-
lowing complaints that voters 
were being “terrorised”.

According to Sinha, stones 
were pelted and cow dung 
hurled at his convoy. The inci-
dent reportedly occurred when 
Sinha reached the Nadiyawan 
village to oversee polling in La-
khisarai, from where he is seek-
ing a fourth consecutive term.

“I had received complaints 
from the village. Our polling 
agent was shooed away by RJD 
goons who had terrorised local 
voters, mostly Dalits and ex-
tremely backward classes. So, I 
came here myself,” Sinha said.

The BJP leader is said to have 
confronted RJD MLC Ajay Singh 

for allegedly leading a group of  
his party supporters with Con-
gress leader Sujit who were “try-
ing to intimidate” voters outside 
the polling station. Sinha has de-
manded action against the RJD 
legislator, claiming that the lat-
ter was under the influence of  
liquor and actively attempting 
to vitiate the polling process.

Singh, on the other hand, has 
accused Sinha of  violating the 
Election Commission’s (EC) 
model code of  conduct by mov-
ing in a convoy while polling 
was on in the constituency. He 
further claimed that Sinha had 
accused him of  disrupting the 
electoral exercise at the station 

as the latter feared a defeat. 
Munger DIG Rakesh Kumar 

said strict action would be initi-
ated against anyone found to be 
at fault. “An investigation is un-
der way. Action will be taken 
after reviewing the evidence,” 
he stated, adding that overall 
p o l l i n g  i n  L a k h i s a r a i , 
Sheikhpura and Munger was 
held without incident.

Taking a serious view of  
the alleged attack on the 
Deputy CM, the EC 
has asked the state 
police chief  to 
probe the incident 
and submit a report 
in this regard.

Footage from months 
ago goes viral online
The footage, said to have been 
shot a few months ago, showed 
two inmates—Vidhu Gupta, 
accused in the liquor scam, and 
Vicky Bhalotia, accused in the GST 
scam—dancing in shorts and 
T-shirts to the beats of a Haryanvi 
song inside a special hall within 
the jail premises. The video has 
gone viral on social media.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a rally in Araria on Thursday |  PTI

Under lens of poll panel
The EC top brass is monitoring 
the polling in Bihar through the 
live feed available from polling 
stations. CCTVs have been 
installed for the first time in all 
polling stations of the state.

From 19 to 92, voters seek garbage-free roads
Garbage lay strewn in front of a polling station in Kumhrar constituency 
as voters, from a 19-year-old first-timer to a 92-year-old veteran doctor, 
queued up. Several voters, whether young or old, in Patrakar Nagar area 
in the state capital Patna, spoke of the dire condition of roads and the 
“very poor level of sanitation” in the streets. They expressed hope that 
the next MLA would be sensitive to the rundown infrastructure.

Bigwigs at the booth
CM Nitish Kumar, his deputies 
Samrat Choudhary and Vijay 
Kumar Sinha and INDIA bloc’s CM 
candidate Tejashwi Yadav were 
among the top Bihar politicians 
who cast their votes on Thursday.

‘PEOPLE TRUST THE MODI–NITISH DUO TO DELIVER’

Assam CIC resigns after 
RTI query about brother 
held in Zubeen death case

Attempt to kidnap minor 
girl triggers communal  
tension in Himachal town

Ranchi jail officials suspended over 
video of dancing drunk inmates

RJD-Cong supporting insurgents 
for vote bank politics, says Modi

Dy CM, Tejashwi aide spar in Lakhisarai
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737 MAX 8
aircraft crash charges against  
Boeing dropped by US judge

Prez Trump  scoffs at Mamdani
NEW YORK

US President Donald Trump has mocked 
New York City’s Mayor-elect Zohran 
Mamdani, referring to him as ‘whatever 
the hell his name is’, while asserting that 
Americans now face a stark choice be-
tween “communism and common sense” 
following the November 4 elections.

Addressing the America Business Fo-
rum Miami in Florida on Wednesday, a 
day after Mamdani, an Indian-origin 
Democratic socialist, was elected as 
New York City’s first Muslim and South 
Asian mayor, Trump said when he was 
elected to his second term in office on 
November 5 last year, the American peo-
ple had “restored” their sovereignty but 
“lost a little bit” of  it with the mayoral 
election on Tuesday.

 “But we will take care of  it. Don’t wor-
ry about it,” he said, warning, “you 
watch what happens in New York, ter-
rible... I hope it doesn’t happen, but 
you’re going to see it.” “...and Mandami, 
whatever the hell his name is in New 
York... thinks it’s wonderful to have men 
playing in women’s sports,” Trump said, 

drawing boos and jeers from the 
audience.

Trump has termed New York City 
Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani’s victory 
speech on election night a “very angry” 
address, saying he is off  to a bad start 
and doesn’t have a chance of  succeeding 
if  he is not respectful of  Washington. 

“Yeah, I thought it was a very angry 
speech, certainly angry toward me, and 
I think he should be very nice to me. You 
know, I’m the one that sort of  has to ap-
prove a lot of  things coming to him. So 
he’s off  to a bad start,” Trump said in an 
interview to Fox News. 

In his fiery address, Mamdani chal-
lenged Trump and heralded the toppling 
of  “political dynasty”. Amid Trump’s 
crackdown on immigration, Mamdani 
said New York will be powered by im-
migrants and after his historic victory, 
it will be ‘led by an immigrant’.

Meanwhile, members of  the Indian-
American diaspora have hailed the vic-
tory of  New York City Mayor-elect Zo-
hran Mamdani, describing his win as 
historic and a sign that immigrant sto-
ries are now shaping the narrative in 
the US.

“Last night felt like the dawn of  a new 
era. With Zohran Mamdani’s historic 
win, in the same moment New York wel-
comes its first Indian-origin mayor, we 
are witnessing a shift in how this city 
understands identity, belonging, and 
power,” 

Founder and CEO of  NYC-based edu-
cational and cultural organisation The 
Culture Tree Anu Sehgal told PTI on 
Wednesday. She said Mamdani’s victory 
speech reflected a pro-immigrant con-
viction that New York is built by those 
who arrive, strive, and rise. PTI

US prez mocked him as ‘whatever the hell his name is’, warns of ‘terrible times for NYC

Zohran Mamdani |  AP

MEXICO CITY

WHAT should have been a five-
minute time-saving walk from 
Mexico’s National Palace to the 
Education Ministry for Presi-
dent Claudia Sheinbaum has 
become a symbol of  what Mexi-
can women face every day after 
a video captured a drunk man 
groping the country’s first 
woman president.

On Wednesday, gender vio-
lence catapulted to the highest-
profile platform, and Sheinbaum 
used her daily press briefing to 
say that she had pressed charges 
against the man. She also called 
on states to scrutinize their laws 
and procedures to make it easier 
for women to report such as-
saults and said Mexicans needed 
to hear a “loud and clear, no, 
women’s personal space must 
not be violated.”

Sheinbaum said she felt a re-
sponsibility to press charges for
all Mexican women. “If  this is 
done to the president, what is go-
ing to happen to all of  the young 
women in our country?” Indeed, 
if  Mexico’s president is not ex-
empt from street harassment, 
then it’s not difficult to imagine 
what women with hourslong 
commutes on public transporta-
tion are experiencing daily.

Sheinbaum said that she had 
experiences of  harassment 
when she was 12 years old 
w h i l e  u s i n g  p u b l i c 
transportation. 

“I decided to press charges 
because this is something that 
I experienced as a woman, but 
that we as women experience 
in our country,” she said. AP

Mexico’s first 
woman prez 
groped, files 
complaint 

Typhoon Kalmaegi kills 140 in Philippines
VIETNAM

TYPHOON Kalmaegi made landfall 
on Thursday in Vietnam’s already 
storm-battered central belt, where 
thousands have been evacuated 
from areas in the world’s deadliest 
cyclones this year.

Kalmaegi cut a path of  destruc-
tion through the Philippines this 
week, killing at least 140 people and 
leaving another 127 missing after 
unleashing devastating floods.

It crashed into central Vietnam 
late Thursday, packing sustained 
winds of  up to 149 kilometres per 

hour with much faster gusts, the en-
vironment ministry said. “The wind 
is so so strong, nothing can resist,” 
Vu Van Hao, 48, told AFP as he sur-
veyed the shards of  windows shat-
tered by the storm in the lobby of  a 
hotel in Gia Lai province.

“We here have never experienced 
such strong wind like this. It’s a nat-
ural disaster, what can we do?” The 
typhoon hit as central Vietnam was 
still reeling from more than a week 
of  flooding and record rains that 
killed at least 47 people and sub-
merged centuries-old historic sites.

“This is a huge typhoon with ter-

rible devastating capacity,” said 
Pham Anh Tuan, a top provincial 
official in Gia Lai, where state me-
dia said over 7,000 people had been 
evacuated as of  Wednesday night.

In Gia Lai’s coastal area of  Quy 
Nhon Nam, an AFP reporter saw of-
ficials knocking doors warning peo-
ple to flee before the typhoon hit.
Elderly women and children were 
among dozens of  people sheltering 
at a school, carrying mats, pillows 
and blankets. “I am not young any-
more and I don’t want to risk my 
life,” said Tran Thi Nghia, who left 
her home at the officials order.AFP
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E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ New Delhi

STATE Bank of  India (SBI) is 
divesting 3,20,60,000 equity 
shares, equivalent to 6.3007% 
of  total equity capital of  SBI 
Funds Management Limited 
(SBIFML) through Initial Pub-
lic Offering (IPO). 

Amundi India Holding, the 
other promoter of  SBIFML 
will divest 1,88,30,000 equity 
shares, being equivalent to 
3.7006% of  total equity capital 
of  SBIFML, with a total of  
10.0013% stake comprising of  

5,08,90,000 shares to be listed.
Both the promoters of  SB-

IFML have jointly initiated the 
IPO, which will likely be com-
pleted in 2026. At present, 
SBI and Amundi India 
Holding hold 61.91% 
and 36.36% stake in 
SBIFML respectively.

SBIFML is the larg-
est asset management 
company in the country 
with market share of  15.55% 
managing Quarterly Average 
Assets Under Management 
(QAAUM for Q2 FY2025-26) of  

Rs 11.99 trillion under various 
schemes of  SBI Mutual Funds 
and AUM of  Rs 16.32 trillion 
under Alternates as on 30th 

September 2025. SBI 
C h a i r m a n  C h a l l a 
Sreenivasulu Setty 
said, “SBIFML will be 
the third subsidiary of  
SBI to be listed after 

SBI Cards and SBI Life 
Insurance. Considering 

SBIFML’s sustained strong 
performance and market lead-
ership over the years, it is con-
sidered an opportune time to 

launch the IPO process.”
Setty added, “Apart from 

maximizing value realization 
for the existing stakeholders, 
the IPO will create opportuni-
ties for the general sharehold-
ers, broaden market participa-
tion and lead to increased 
awareness of  products to a 
wider set of  potential inves-
tors. This will further enhance 
the public visibility of  the 
Company, thereby reinforcing 
its position as a leading player 
in the asset management 
industry”.
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MARKET
Sensex 83,311.01

Nifty 25,509.70

148.14

87.95

FOREX
Dollar     88.60

Euro     101.98

GOLD
24 carat (10 gm) H122,060

22 carat (10 gm)    H111,900

H430

H400

SILVER
1 kg   H151,500

10 gm   H1,515

H1,000

H10

B E N N  K O C H U V E E D A N  @ Mumbai

FINANCE minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Thursday un-
derscored the need for promot-
ing local languages, saying 
banking in local lingo can make 
better connect with customers, 
which in turn can go a long way 
in correcting many of  problems 
that average customers face.

Urging public sector banks to 
ensure branch staff  know the 
local language where they work, 
she said this can deepen cus-
tomer connect. She rued that 
waning customer connect has 
led to an extra reliance on cred-
it information companies, 
which take long to update data.

She asked banks to restore 
human connect in customer 
service, insisting that technol-
ogy must complement—not re-
place—personal interaction. In 
a Q&A session with SBI chair-
man CS Setty, the minister said 
the banks must rethink their 
approach to customer engage-
ment, especially at the branch 
level. “You can’t say you will do 
everything digitally and reach 
customers only online. Person-
to-person contact was the 
strength of  Indian banks, even 
before technology, and it helped 
you make big strides. A key 
part of  this human touch is lan-
guage. But this doesn’t happen 
now as citing your HR policies, 
your staff  are posted without 
knowing the local language. 
That human touch gets lost.”

Calling it “basic etiquette,” 
she said banks must ensure 
customers can converse in 
their own tongue at branches. 
“Language is an important way 

to communicate with your cus-
tomers. Even if  they know Hin-
di or English, it gives a nice 
touch when you speak their 
language,” she said. 

Linking customer service to 
HR policy, she asked banks 
to incentivise linguistic 
and cultural familiari-
ty. “HR policies must 
ensure that every staff  
member posted at a 
branch understands the
customer and speaks the 
local language. Performance ap-
praisal should factor in profi-
ciency in the local language,” 
she said. Language friction be-
tween PSB staff  has come to the 
fore of  late, mainly in Mahar-

ashtra and in Southern states, 
especially Karnataka. The lat-
est such example was when SBI 
was forced to issue an apology 
in May after its branch manager 
in Surya Nagar, Bengaluru, re-

fused to speak in Kannada 
insisting she will speak 
only in Hindi.

“I will not speak Kan-
nada in Karnataka. 
Never. This is India and 

I’ll speak only in Hindi,” 
the manager was heard 

yelling at a customer in a video 
that went viral on May 21. This 
incident lead to condemnation 
from the state chief  minister, a 
transfer of  the official, and an 
apology from the bank.

Bank staff must know local language: FM
She says waning customer connect has led to extra reliance on credit information cos, which take long to update data

Nirmala Sitharaman at 12th SBI Banking and Economics Conclave 2025, in Mumbai| PTI

You can’t say you will do everything digitally and reach customers 
only online. Person-to-person contact was the strength of Indian 
banks, even before technology, and it helped you make big strides

Nirmala Sitharaman, finance minister

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ Mumbai

FINANCE minister Nirmala Sitharaman on 
Thursday ruled out shuttering the highly-con-
tested futures and options (F&O) trading. 

F&O trades by a huge margin top the market 
volume at over ̀ 516 lakh crore, but vast majority 
of  retail investors in this space have been heavily 
losing consistently.

“The government is not here to shut the door 
on futures and options trading. The government 
is here to remove the roadblocks and work on 
them,” said Sitharaman told a banking and eco-
nomics conclave organised by the State Bank 
here on Thursday. “It is investors’ responsibility 
to understand the associated risks and that gov-
ernment can’t direct a person to spend his money 
in one particular manner,” she added.

Capital market regulator Sebi has put in place 
a lot of  curbs since last November after two of  its 
own successive studies found that as much as 
93% of  the retail investors who play in the F&O 
space have been losing heavily to the tune of  ̀ 1.25 
lakh per year per person. Sebi did the studies for 
fiscals 2024 and 2025. 

Reports earlier this year had said government 
wanted to deepen the cash market, which is only 
a fraction of  the F&O volume and reduce specula-
tion through weekly expiries.

Last month, Sebi chief  Tuhin Kanta Pandey 
had also ruled out the same, saying Sebi was not 
planning to shutter the market one fine day. “We 
can’t shut down weekly F&O expiries, many mar-
ket participants are using this,” Pandey had said 
last week. “The weekly F&O expiry is a very sen-
sitive subject and has a lot of  nuances. There has 
been a problem in the derivatives market, which 
has been highlighted by Sebi,” Pandey had said.

It is investors’ 
responsibility to 
understand the 

risks and that 
govt can’t direct 

a person to 
spend his money 
in one particular 

manner

Nirmala Sitharaman

Retail 
investors 

lose money
F&O trades by 
a huge margin 

top the 
market 

volume at 
over `516 lakh 
crore, but vast 

majority  
of retail 

investors in 
this space 
have been 

heavily losing 
consistently

‘Govt isn’t here to shutter 
F&O trading, it is here  
to remove roadblocks’

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ Mumbai

LIFE Insurance Corporation 
(LIC) on Thursday reported a 
healthy growth in net profit at 
`10,098.48 crore for the Septem-
ber quarter, registering a 32% 
rise. The insurer had reported 
a `7,728.68 crore in net income 
in the same quarter last fiscal. 

Assets under management 
rose to `57.22 lakh crore, up 
3.31% year-on-year, supported 
by higher premium income and 
cost efficiency gains. The in-
surer’s net premium income 
for the quarter stood at 
`1,26,930.04 crore, up 5.5%. On 
a half-yearly basis, total premi-
um income grew 5.14% to 
`2,45,680 crore, LIC manage-
ment  told  re por ters  on 
Thursday.

“From a business perspec-
tive, we have once again dem-
onstrated the successful imple-
mentation of  its strategy 
pertaining to both product and 
channel diversification, which 
we have been pursuing since 
our listing,” said R Doraiswamy, 
CEO and MD.

He added the non-par APE 
(annualised premium equiva-
lent) share of  the individual 
business rose to 36.31%, up 
from 26.31% in the same period 
last year.

Doraiswamy said the bancas-
suance and alternate channels’ 
share of  individual new busi-
ness premium grew by 67.6% 
while the value of  new busi-

ness (VNB) rose 12.3% to ̀ 5,111 
crore, with a VNB margin of  
17.6%. LIC’s first year premium 
stood at ̀ 10,884 crore compared 
to `7,566 crore in Q1FY26 and 
`11,245 crore in the year ago pe-
riod. The renewal premium 
stood at `65,320 crore in the 
quarter under review, up from 
`60,179 crore in Q1 and `62,236 
crore in Q2 and the single pre-
mium stood at `50,882 crore, 
witnessing a sequential drop 
from `52,008 crore, but up from 
`46,997 crore. 

Group business APE in-
creased 20.30% to `11,864 crore 
while the overall APE increased 
by 3.60% to `29,034 crore.

LIC’s expense ratio declined 
by 146 bps to 11.28% during the 
same period, reflecting im-
proved cost efficiency.

LIC’s assets under manage-
ment rose to `57,22,896 crore as 
of  September from `55,39,516 
crore a year earlier, marking a 
annualised growth of  3.31%.

LIC profit up 32% 
at `10k cr, premium 
income rises 5.5%

SBI, Amundi to divest 10% in SBIFML via IPO

 E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ New Delhi

A subsidiary of  Singapore Tel-
ecommunications Ltd (Singtel), 
Pastel Ltd, is set to offload 
about 0.8% stake in Bharti Air-
tel Ltd through a block deal val-
ued at `10,300 crore.  

As per deal details, Pastel 
will sell about 5.1 crore shares 
of  the telecom major, with JP-
Morgan acting as the broker for 
the block deal. The floor price 
for the transaction has been set 
at `2,030 per share, represent-
ing a 3.08% discount to Airtel’s 
Thursday closing price of  
`2,094.60 on the BSE. In May 
2025, Singtel had sold a 1.2% di-
rect stake in Airtel for S$2 bil-
lion (about $1.5 billion) through 
a private placement to a mix of  
international and Indian insti-
tutional investors, including 
existing Airtel shareholders.

Meanwhile, Airtel on Mon-
day reported that its consolidat-
ed net profit more than doubled 
to `8,651 crore for Q2FY26 as 
against `4,153.4 crore in the 
same period last year. Revenue 
from operations rose 25.7% YoY 
to `52,145 crore, up from 
`41,473.3 crore in the corre-
sponding quarter a year ago. 
Airtel’s India revenue grew 
22.6% YoY to `38,690 crore. The 
company’s average revenue per 
user (ARPU) — a key metric of  
telecom performance — in-

creased about 10% YoY to `256, 
compared with ̀ 233 in the same 
period last year.

The telco, following VIL, Air-
tel said it would approach the 
Department of  Telecommunica-
tions (DoT) to seek settlement of  
its Adjusted Gross Revenue 
(AGR) dues. In May, telecom 
service providers including Air-
tel, Vodafone Idea, and Tata Tel-
eservices had filed sa petition 
seeking a waiver of  interest, 
penalties, and interest on penal-
ties on their pending AGR dues. 

Singtel subsidiary to sell 
0.8% stake in Airtel via 
`10,300 crore block deal

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ New Delhi

OLA ELECTRIC on Thursday 
said its automobile business 
turned profitable in the second 
quarter of  the current finan-
cial year, with pre-tax earnings 
growing by 0.3% against a con-
traction of  5.3% in the pre-
ceding three months.

Positive EBITDA 
(earnings before inter-
est, taxes, depreciation 
and amortisation) of  
0.3% in July-September 
marks the company’s first 
quarter of  EBITDA profitabil-
ity, it said in a statement.

Auto gross margin grew se-
quentially by 510 basis points to 
30.7%, higher than most ICE 
(conventional engine) two-
wheeler companies, with mini-
mal PLI contribution of  2%. 

This marks a major inflection 
point in the company’s journey 
toward sustainable profitabili-
ty supported by strong gross 
margin expansion and disci-
plined cost management, the 
statement said.

Consolidated revenue from 
operations in July-Septem-

ber quarter stood at `690 
crore with total deliver-
ies of  52,666 vehicles 
during the period. The
Bengaluru-based firm 

said its second quarter 
performance demonstrates 

the strength of  its vertical inte-
gration strategy and operational 
discipline. The company’s cost 
optimisation efforts have con-
tinued to deliver results, with 
auto operating expenses being 
reduced to `258 crore from `308 
crore in the year-ago period.

OLA ELECTRIC AUTO 
BIZ TURNS PROFITABLE

IHCL to build 
new Taj hotel in 
Chennai’s ECR

IPO valuation 
driven by mkt 
forces, Sebi has 
no role: Pandey

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ Chennai

TATA SONS-owned Indian Ho-
tels Company Limited on 
Thursday announced the plans 
to build a new Taj Hotel on the 
East Coast Road (ECR) in Chen-
nai. This will be a greenfield 
project. After Taj Fishermans 
Cove, this will be the second Taj 
hotel in the ECR area.

Suma Venkatesh, executive 
vice-president, real estate & de-
velopment, IHCL, said: “Chen-
nai’s hospitality landscape is 
shaped by its strong corporate 
base, anchored by automobile 
industry and a thriving IT eco-
system. Driven by its cultural 
richness and infrastructure, 
the city benefits from a influx 
of  leisure travellers and a grow-
ing MICE segment. The signing 
of  this new Taj hotel on ECR is 
a move to tap into this multi-
dimensional demand. We are 
delighted to partner with MGM 
Healthcare for this project.”

Spread across 13 acres of  
beachfront land, the 151-key Taj 
ECR Chennai will offer views of  
the Bay of  Bengal. The hotel will 
feature all-day dining restau-
rant, two specialty restaurants, 
and a bar. Guests can indulge in 
rejuvenating experiences at 
Taj’s signature J Wellness Cir-
cle, alongside a state-of-the-art 
gym, swimming pool, and other 
recreational amenities. 

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ Mumbai

AMID growing concerns over 
inflated valuations in some of  
the recent initial public offers 
(IPOs), Sebi chairman Tuhin 
Kanta Pandey on Thursday 
said the regulator has no role 
in IPO valuations. The Sebi 
chief  said its role is limited to 
ensuring transparency and full 
disclosures, not determining 
valuations.

Emphasising that the pricing 
of  IPOs is determined by mar-
ket dynamics, he said, “Sebi al-
ways thinks of  transparency. 
We don’t determine valuations, 
and it remains on the ‘eyes of  
the beholden’ and the investor. 
We cannot intervene in the mar-
kets...and decide what would be 
the price of  shares of  a compa-
ny. Share prices will be decided 
by the markets, depending on 
the opportunities.”

The comments come days af-
ter concerns have been raised 
on Lenskart’s `7,200 crore IPO 
being priced at a very high lev-
el. The chairman made it clear 
that Sebi cannot intervene on 
this aspect, pointing out that 
the market should freely deter-
mine the pricing depending on 
the opportunities. 

He further said Sebi’s focus 
is to ensure that investors have 
access to accurate and compre-
hensive information so that 
markets can independently de-
termine share prices.

“Sebi’s main role is to ensure 
disclosures are robust. We have 
mandated font size and disclo-
sure of  comparatives. We are 
largely focused on information 
and disclosures; the rest has to 
be determined by the capital 
market itself,” Pandey said.

HOSPITALITY

A R S H A D  K H A N  @ New Delhi

BIRLA OPUS CEO Rakshit Har-
gave’s exit has triggered inves-
tor optimism for Asian Paints, 
as analysts believe this sudden 
departure could present a short-
term challenge to Birla Opus’s 
aggressive growth strategy. Glo-
bal brokerage Jefferies termed 
Hargave’s resignation a “nega-
tive surprise” for Grasim, stat-
ing that his leadership had been 
instrumental in scaling the 
paints business amid stiff  com-
petition. The brokerage said in-
vestor sentiment could remain 
cautious in the near term.

In a rather surprising move, 
Hargave, the chief  executive of-
ficer (CEO) of  Birla Opus 

Paints, submitted his resigna-
tion, effective December 5, 2025. 
His exit from the company 
comes in less than 2 years since 
Aditya Birla Group forayed into 
the decorative paint business 
and posed competitive concerns 
for legacy players like Asian 
Paints and Berger Paints.

Following the CEO’s exit, 
shares of  Asian Paints gained 
nearly 5% on Thursday while 
Grasim Industries, the parent 
firm of  Birla Opus, fell 6.42% to 
settle at ̀ 2,697 apiece on Thurs-
day. Asian Paints shares also 
gained due to a likely increase 
in weightage on the MSCI 
Standard Index. According to 
Nuvama Alternative & Quanti-
tative Research, Asian Paints 
will likely see inflows to the 
tune of  $95 million, due to the 
increase in its weightage.

Japanese brokerage firm 
Nomura recently upgraded 
Asian Paints and Berger Paints 
to ‘Buy’, noting that the worst 
of  the competitive pressure is 
behind them.

Birla Opus CEO Hargave’s exit triggers 
investors’ optimism for Asian Paints

Floor price for transaction 
set at `2,030 per share
As per deal details, Pastel will sell 
about 5.1 crore shares of Airtel, 
with JPMorgan acting as broker for 
the block deal. Floor price for the 
transaction has been set at `2,030 
per share, a 3.08% discount to 
Airtel’s Thursday closing price of 
`2,094.60 on the BSE

G U R B I R  S I N G H  @ Mumbai

SHIV NADAR and family have 
retained the top spot on the 
country’s ‘most generous’ list  
with a donation of  ̀ 2,708 crore. 
The HCL Technologies founder 
increased his contribution by 
26% from last year’s `2,153 
crore. Total donations by the 
‘haves’, as recorded by the Phi-
lanthropy List 2025, increased 
by a healthy 22% to 10,500 crore 
from `8,8783 crore last year. 

The list, compiled by Hurun 
India and EdelGive, an arm of  
the Edelweiss group, interest-
ingly shows 24 new women en-
trepreneurs entering the list 
with Rohini Nilekani being the 
most generous with a contribu-
tion of  `204 crore. 

Significantly, sectors like 
software and start-ups have 
emerged as big donors propor-
tionate to their size. Some like 

Zerodha (the Kamath brothers) 
are bypassing traditional dona-
tion routes like ‘education’ to 
provide funds for new concerns
like climate change, noted Hu-
run India’s Anees Junaid. 

Mukesh Ambani and the Re-

liance Foundation are at  
second place with a donation of  
`626 crore, a rise from `407 
crore last year. The group  
has a wide portfolio of  benefici-
aries including healthcare, 
sports development and herit-

age conservation. 
At third and fourth place are 

legacy groups - the Bajaj family 
and Kumarmangalam Birla - 
with notable donations of  `446 
crore and ̀ 440 crore, respective-
ly. Gautam Adani and the Adani 
Group were at fifth spot with a 
contribution of  `386 crore. 

Hurun’s Junaid said the data 
collection didn’t do a deep dive 
to indicate ‘generosity’ in pro-
portion of  the size of  the group. 
For instance RIL’s market capi-
talization is $240 billion while
Mukesh Ambani’s personal 
wealth stands at `105 billion. A 
donation of  `626 crore with 
these parameters would pale 
into insignificance when com-
pared to Kiran Mazumdar 
Shaw’s donation of  `83 crore 
from a group that generated just 
$2.2 billion in revenue last year 
and has a market capitalization 
of  $7.5 billion. 

Nadar tops India’s ‘most generous’ list again

Software, start-ups emerge as big donors 
Sectors like software and start-ups have emerged as big donors 
proportionate to their size. Some like Zerodha (the Kamath brothers) are 
bypassing traditional donation routes like ‘education’ to provide funds for 
new concerns like climate change, noted Hurun India’s Anees Junaid. 
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The All India Football Federation have roped in two overseas players — 
Ryan Williams and Abneet Bharti — for the national camp ahead of the 
AFC Asian Cup qualifier vs Bangladesh in Dhaka on Nov 18. The move 
reflects a bold shift in approach by the federation, opening the door for 
Indian-origin players and those willing to give up foreign citizenship.

Foreigners Williams, Bharti 
join Indian men’s football camp

E X P R E S S  R E A D

ATP Finals: Alcaraz & 
Djoko in same group

TURIN: Top-seeded Carlos 
Alcaraz was drawn in a group 

with Novak Djokovic at the ATP 
Finals, while defending 

champion Jannik Sinner was 
grouped with Alexander Zverev 

on Thursday. The Jimmy 
Connors group features Alcaraz, 

Djokovic, Taylor Fritz and Alex 
de Minaur. The Bjorn Borg group 
has Sinner, Zverev, Ben Shelton 

and Felix Auger-Aliassime or 
Lorenzo Musetti, who are 

battling for the final spot.

Chapman stars as NZ 
edge out WI by 3 runs
AUCKLAND: Mark Chapman 
blasted 78 from 28 balls  as 
New Zealand beat the West 

Indies in a high-scoring thriller 
by three runs and levelled the

series at 1-1. Chapman’s assault 
saw New Zealand add 100 runs 
from the ninth to the 16th overs 

on the way to 207/5 after  
being sent in. In reply, West 
Indies could manage 204.  
Brief scores: NZ 207/5 in 20 ovs 

(Chapman 78, 2/33) bt West Indies 204/8 
in 20 ovs (Powell 45, Santner 3/31).

Rangarajan is RCB 
women’s team coach
BENGALURU: Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru (RCB) on Thursday 
named former Tamil Nadu 
spinner Malolan Rangarajan as 
the head coach of their women’s 
team ahead of the fourth WPL 
season next year. Rangarajan 
replaces Luke Williams, who was 
appointed as head coach in 
2024. The Australian is set to 
miss the WPL (Women’s Premier 
League) due to his 
commitments with Adelaide 
Strikers in the Big Bash League.

City ease to 4-1 win, Barcelona draw in six-goal thriller
A F P  @ Paris

MANCHESTER City eased to a 
4-1 win over Borussia Dort-
mund on Wednesday to stay un-
beaten in the Champions 
League and Inter Milan kept up 
their perfect start, 
while Barcelona sal-
vaged a point at Club 
Brugge. Phil Foden 
twice curled in from 
outside the area and 
E rl i n g  H a a l a n d 
slammed home his 
fifth goal of  the com-
petition as City 
brushed Dortmund 
aside at the Etihad.

Waldemar Anton pulled one 
back for Dortmund before Ray-
an Cherki netted City’s fourth 
in stoppage time. Pep Guardio-
la’s side have 10 points from 
four matches and sit fourth in 

the table at the halfway stage of  
the league phase.

Inter moved back alongside 
Bayern Munich and Arsenal at 
the top with a fourth straight 
win after scraping past Kazakh 
outsiders Kairat Almaty. Ofri 

Arad cancelled out 
Lautaro Martinez’s 
opener nine min-
utes after half-time 
but a thumping low 
drive from Carlos 
Augusto snatched 
Inter a 2-1 victory, 
bolstering their 
hopes of  qualifying 
directly for the last 
16.

Barcelona came from behind 
three times to rescue a 3-3 draw 
in Belgium as Lamine Yamal 
helped them overcome a shaky 
defensive performance.

Barca’s defence was shred-

ded on multiple occasions by 
the hosts as Brugge winger 
Carlos Forbs struck twice and 
set one up for Nicolo Tresoldi. 
Ferran Torres, Yamal and a 
Christos Tzolis own goal saved 
Barca from what would have 

been a humiliating defeat, even 
though they have several play-
ers out injured. “It’s a game I 
think we have to win, but we 
have to do things a lot better,” 
Barca midfielder Frenkie de 
Jong told Movistar.

“We have to adjust some 
things, we know that, we’re 
working on it... if  you let in 
three goals it’s difficult to win.” 
Alejandro Garnacho spared 
Chelsea’s blushes as the Argen-
tine’s equaliser rescued a 2-2 
draw against Qarabag.

Enzo Maresca’s side were in 
danger of  an embarrassing loss 
in Baku after falling behind in 
the first half. Estevao Willian 
gave Chelsea an early lead but 
Leandro Andrade equalised be-
fore Marko Jankovic converted 
a penalty to give the Azerbai-
jani minnows hope of  a famous 
upset. Former Manchester 
United winger Garnacho came 
off  the bench to bail out the 
Blues with his composed finish 
after the interval.

“I think the big difference 
was inside the box,” said Chel-
sea boss Enzo Maresca.

2025 has not been an easy year, says Gukesh’s coach
Admitting that it has been a season in transition for world champ, Pole GM says that win at European Club Cup has raised confidence for ongoing World Cup

S W A R O O P  S W A M I N A T H A N 
@ Chennai

THIS has been an interesting 
year for D Gukesh, the world 
champion. Only 19, at some lev-
el there’s a case for saying that 
he has already achieved the 
one thing he set out to do when 
he became a professional. That 
heady night in Singapore when 
he was crowned as king of  the 
world was everything he had 
worked towards ever since he 
took the decision to drop out of  
school.

At the end of  2024, the teen 
stamped his authority. Now? “It 
has not been an easy year for 
him,” Grzegorz Gajewski, his 
primary coach, tells this daily. 
In Classical play, the Chennai 
boy has had some big wins, in-
cluding a maiden victory over 
Magnus Carlsen. He also found 

a way past Arjun Erigaisi but 
the titles have continued to 
elude him. In fact, his best Clas-
sical result of  2025 was an ago-
nising defeat on tie-breaks 
against R Praggnanandhaa at 
Wijk aan Zee to start the year.

There were also some prom-
ising performances in Rapid 
— a format that isn’t his strong-
est — on the Croatia leg of  the 
Grand Chess Tour in July when 
he finished third. But this has 
been a ‘transitional year’, ac-
cording to Gajewski, who has 
been part of  Gukesh’s team for 
well over the last three years.  

“It’s been a transitional year 
after winning the World Cham-
pionship. He kind of  has to re-
shape certain things, find moti-
vation, new targets, new 
objectives. When you are work-
ing your whole life to achieve 
something (and you achieve it), 

it can be a difficult situation, 
especially for somebody 
young,” the Pole GM says.

It’s why Gukesh’s turbo-
charged performance at the 
European Club Cup (he won in-
dividual gold as he led Su-

perChess to continental gold) 
was important. “He’s feeling 
very good about himself,” 
Gajewski says. “I think ECC 
was very helpful. It’s good to be 
reminded that you can play 
very well and kind of  needed it 

because now the level of  confi-
dence goes up.”      

That confidence was seen in 
the way the top seed eased past 
Kazerbek Nogerbek at the 
World Cup in Goa. Even as 
some of  the top seeds struggled 
to show their true levels, the 19-
year-old beat the Kazakh with 
Black pieces in the second 
round on Wednesday.

He doesn’t, strictly speaking 
anyway, advance at the World 
Cup. He doesn’t need to finish 
in the top three places because 

he doesn’t need to qualify for 
the Candidates. But it’s a very 
important event for the young 
Indian because there exists 
this perception that he isn’t a 
worthy world champion. Mag-
nus Carlsen, Garry Kasparov, 
Nodirbek Abdusattarov... play-
ers, past and present, up and 
down the chess paddock have 
taken aim at him.

For whatever reason, his 
losses, even in other formats, 
have acted as a referendum on 
his crown. A good couple of  
weeks by the coast will help 
quieten the noise ahead of  2026 
when he will defend his crown.   
On Friday, the Indian will play 
Frederik Svane for a place in 
the fourth round.

Pragg survives scares
R Praggnanandhaa was staring 
at elimination multiple times 

during a bum-clenching series 
of  tie-breaks against Austral-
ia’s Temur Kuybokarov but 
eventually outlasted his oppo-
nent in a wild match. The In-
dian, who reached the final of  
the last edition before losing to 
Magnus Carlsen, was in a lost 
position in the first of  the rapid 
tie-breaks. His only objective 
was to not lose on the spot as he 
forced the Australian to find 
the precise moves. 

When Kuybokarov faltered, 
the Indian found some wriggle 
room to force the match into 
the shorter rapid tie-breaks. 
There, he had to win on de-
mand to force the second round 
into Blitz tie-breaks. Here also 
the Indian was under pressure 
before winning twice in two 
games to advance to the third 
round where he will face Rob-
ert Hovhannisyan.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ Chennai

ON the Carrara pitch in Gold 
Coast, termed a sub-continen-
tal wicket ahead of  the toss by 
tcaptain Suryakumar Yadav, 
India were asked to bat by Aus-
tralia in the penultimate game 
of  five-match T20I series on 
Thursday. The visitors, who 
went into the match unchanged, 
posted 167/8. The total was con-
sidered slightly below par at 
the break but it proved more 
than enough by the time the 
match got over. 

With the pitch resem-
bling an Indian one, the 
visiting spinners called 
the shots when the 
hosts came out for 
chase. Varun Chakra-
varthy, Axar Patel and 
Washington Sundar 
shared six wickets be-
tween them as India bowled out 
Australia for 119 in 18.2 overs to 
register a big 48-run win and 
take an unassailable 2-1 lead in 
the series. The last match of  
the series will be played in 
Brisbane on Saturday.

Brought into attack in the 
fifth over with the hosts going 
strong, Axar made an instant 
impact as he trapped opener 
Matthew Short. With the um-
pire not convinced, Yadav re-
viewed the decision and it gave 
India their first success. The 
dismissal slowed down Aus-
tralia’s run rate as they could 
score only 30 runs in the next 

four overs. 
Wicketkeeper-batter Josh In-

glis tried to up the ante and 
stepped down the pitch only to 
lose his middle stump. With In-
glis playing across the line, 
Axar darted one on to the 
stumps to send back the Aussie 
batter. The twin strikes came 
after the Gujarat all-rounder 
had given impetus to India’s in-
nings in the death overs scor-
ing 21 off  just 11 balls. Given 
the all-round impact he had on 
the game, Axar was later ad-
judged player of  the match. 

All-rounder Shivam 
Dube then struck twice 
in his next two overs to 
claim the wickets of  
captain Mitchell Marsh 
and the big-hitting Tim 
David. India pacers 
also joined the party 
with Arshdeep Singh 
accounting for Josh 

Philippe and Jasprit Bumrah 
claiming the wicket of  Ben 
Dwarshuis.  In  between, 
Chakravarthy sent back Glenn 
Maxwell while Washington 
claimed wickets of  Marcus 
Stoinis and Xavier Bartlett.

Earlier, explosive batter Ab-
hishek Shar ma (28) was 
dropped by Bartlett off  the sec-
ond ball of  the innings and 
that proved costly for Marsh 
and Co. He along with vice-cap-
tain Shubman Gill (46) added 
56 inside seven overs to give In-
dia a good start. They did lose 
the momentum in the middle 
and death overs scoring 82/4 

between 7-16 and 36/4 between 
17-20 but the bowlers, especial-
ly the tweakers made up for it. 
With Australia playing with-
out a few of  their key players, 

who were released during the 
course of  the series for Ashes 
preparations, a depleted side 
lost some rhythm and it showed 
in the end.

C H A N D R A  P R A B H U  @ Chennai

BY now Sheetal Devi is used to breaking records, being part of  
history and rewrite scripts her way. She doesn’t have hands but 
is an expert in a sport that usually needs them. She is quiet and 
has the ability to find targets at will. World champion in para-
archery, medallist at 2024 Paralympics, Asian Games... her CV 
is brimming. On Thursday, she created history. She qualified 
to be part of  junior archery compound team for the Asia Cup 
— Stage 3 scheduled for December. Devi had come back from a 
one-month break and was competing at the qualifiers in 
Sonepat. Her coach Gaurav Sharma explained in detail about 
her motive. He said that initially she just wanted to compete 
and do well. But as the four-day qualifier progressed she start-
ed doing well and she took aim at her destiny.

The coach also explained that there is not much of  a differ-
ence between able-bodied and para archery. Sharma said that 

the para-archers are given a 
minute longer (four minutes to 
shoot six arrows) than the 
able-bodied ones (three min-
utes) during their events. “Eve-
rything else is the same (Bow, 
arrow, distance and the target). 
It is a game of  endurance and 
mindset, and for Devi, it is her 
strong mindset that has guided 
her,” he explained.

In the final rankings, Salve 
topped with 15.75 points, fol-
lowed by Vaidehi Jadhav (15). 
Devi (11.75) managed to finish 
third, pipping Dnyaneshwari 
Gadadhe (11.5). Sharma re-
called the reactions from the 

crowd post his ward’s performance, where she matched top 
qualifier Tejal Salve’s total of  703. “All the athletes, their par-
ents and coaches were surprised by Sheetal’s performance. She 
is an inspiration,” he added.

Hailing from Kishtwar in Jammu and Kashmir, Devi was 
first identified in a youth sports meet by the Indian Army in 
2021. Two years later, she announced herself  on the global stage 
by winning silver in the World Archery Para Championships. 
In the final there in Czech Republic in July 2023, she lost to 
Turkish para-archer Oznur Cure Girdi. Incidentally, Girdi, who 
Devi looks up to, took part in a able-bodied tournament, the 
Istanbul 2025 Conquest Cup this May. The fact that she climbed 
trees with her legs as a child helped her build a strong core, 
which helped her in her career. “She was gifted from the begin-
ning. In my time with her, she changed her technique, but it 
also came with ups and downs. People started saying Sheetal’s 
time was up. But she was focused on her goals and kept going 
with the same mindset,” Sharma, who was her coach when she 
won bronze in the mixed compound event in Paris last year, 
explained. The duo train at Punjabi University in Patiala. Team: 
Recurve: Men’s: Rampal Choudhary (AAI), Rohit Kumar (Uttar Pradesh), Mayank Kumar 
(Haryana); Women: Kondapavuluri Yuktha Sri (Andhra Pradesh), Vaishnavi Kulkarni (Maha-
rashtra), Kratika Bichpuriya (Madhya Pradesh). Compound: Men: Pradhuman Yadav, Vasu 
Yadav, Devansh Singh (all Rajasthan); Women: Tejal Salve, Vaidehi Jadhav (both Maharash-
tra), Sheetal Devi (Jammu and Kashmir).  Full story: newindianexpress.com

ARCHER SHEETAL 
IS AN INSPIRATION: 
COACH SHARMA

All-round Axar, spinners give India lead

Axar Patel celebrates a wicket with captain Suryakumar Yadav on Thursday |  PTIPara-archer Sheetal Devi with her 
coach Gaurav Sharma | INSTAGRAM

C H A M P I O N S  L E A G U E

Brief scores
India 167/8 in 20 ovs 

(Gill 46; Ellis 3/21, 
Zampa 3/45) bt 

Australia 119 in 18.2 
ovs (Marsh 30; Patel 

2/20, Dube 2/20, 
Washington 3/3).

KEY DECISION

A G E N C I E S  @ New Delhi

THE BCCI has shortlisted 
Ahmedabad, Delhi, Kolkata 
Chennai and Mumbai as the 
venues for next year’s T20 
World Cup with the final to be 
played in Ahmedabad.

The 2023 ODI World Cup fi-
nal, between India and Austral-
ia, was also conducted in 
Ahmedabad, home to the 
world’s largest cricket stadium 
with a capacity of  over one 
lakh. That edition of  the com-
petition was held across 10 ven-
ues. It is learnt that the ICC will 
announce the full schedule of  
the February-March event next 
week. The event will be co-host-
ed by Sri Lanka which will act 
as a neutral venue for Pakistan 
as per an agreed arrangement 
with india. Three venues in Sri 
Lanka will host the games, in-
cluding Colombo.

India will go into the home 
World Cup as defending cham-
pions, having won the previous 
edition in Barbados in June 
last year. If  Pakistan reach the 
final, the summit clash will be 
played in Sri Lanka. Irrespec-
tive of  the host nation, India 
and Pakistan will play all their 
games at a neutral venue till 
2027, as per the agreement 
reached by the ICC, BCCI and 
the PCB.

Ahmedabad set 
to host 2026 
T20 WC final

Jurel’s ton lifts India A 
after top-order failure
A G E N C I E S  @ Bengaluru

DHRUV Jurel gave a scintillat-
ing demonstration of  his tech-
nical nous with a fighting hun-
dred, carrying India A to a 
respectable 255 all out after a 
top-order malfunction against 
South Africa A on the first day 
of  the four-day match here on 
Thursday.

Asked to bat first, India A 
were in serious trouble, some 
of  their own making, at 126 for 
seven, but Jurel (132 not out, 
175b, 12x4, 4x6) and Kuldeep Ya-
dav (20, 87b) milked 79 runs for 
a doughty eighth-wicket stand 
to bail them out.

Jurel’s innings stood out for 
its marvellous adherence to 
batting technique, helping him 
survive the vagaries of  condi-
tions, pitch and relentlessness 
of  Protean bowlers under large-

ly overcast skies.
His batting neither touches 

the vast expanses nor does it 
have an element of  derring-do, 
but it’s based on stunning com-
pactness that allows him to col-
lect runs stealthily.

Even the six he hit off  off-
spinner Prenelan Subrayen 
over long on was not an explo-
sive act, but more a melange of  
timing and precise ball 
placement.

Later his slog-swept six off  
Subrayen too was not a shot hit 
in anger, but testified his judg-
ment and awareness of  field 
setting around him. On other 
occasions, he either leaned on 
his front-foot to smother the 
spin or waited late to turn the 
balls to on-side for risk-free sin-
gles. Brief scores: India A 255 in 77.1 ovs (Jurel 
132 n.o, Pant 24, Kuldeep 20; Van Vuuren 4/52)  
vs South Africa A.

Dhruv Jurel plays a shot on Day 1  of the four-day match in Bengaluru |  PTI

D Gukesh is greeted by fans outside the playing hall  |  MICHAL WALUSZA/FIDE

Manchester City’s Phil  Foden scores their  third goal against Borussia Dortmund | AP

WEDNESDAY’S 
RESULTS

Qarabag 2-2 Chelsea, Pafos 
1-0 Villarreal, Ajax 0-3 

Galatasaray, Club Brugge 3-3 
Barcelona, Inter Milan 2-1 

Kairat Almaty, Marseille 0-1 
Atalanta, Manchester City 4-1 

Borussia Dortmund, 
Newcastle 2-0 Bilbao, Benfica 

0-1 Bayer Leverkusen.

Friday’s Rd 3, Game 1 
(select matches): 
Daniel Dardha vs P Harikrishna, Titas 
Stremavicius vs V Pranav, Alexander 
Donchenko vs Anish Giri, Vidit Gujrathi 
vs Sam Shankland, M Pranesh vs 
Vincent Keymer, Shamsiddin Vokhidov 
vs Arjun Erigaisi
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DELHI’S POLLUTION CRISIS
DELHI’S POLLUTION CRISIS

Lenskart said it will open its upcoming AI-enabled smartglasses, 
B by Lenskart allowing consumer app makers and independent 
developers to integrate its AI and camera technology across 
sectors such as food delivery, entertainment, and fitness

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

E
VERY winter, Del-
hi’s air quality in-
variably drops to 
the ‘very severe’ cat-
egory, making it dif-
ficult to breathe. 
Stubble burning, 

low wind speed, and winter in-
version worsen the pollution 
levels. Simply put, staying out-
doors for a long time can be as 
hazardous as smoking multi-
ple cigarettes a day. Even in-
door air can trap up to five 
times more pollutants if  left 

unfiltered.
No single device can clean 

the entire city, but some 
practical gadgets can 
help protect you and 
your family from 
harmful PM2.5 parti-
cles and toxic gases. 
Here are a few simple 
yet effective tools you 
can use right now.

Air purifiers
One of  the most effec-
tive ways to fight in-
door pollution is by us-
ing an air purifier. 
Modern models remove 

harmful particles like dust, 
smoke, pollen, and PM2.5, mak-

ing the air cleaner and saf-
er to breathe. Popular 
models such as the 
Honeywell Air Touch 
V5, Sharp FP-F40E, 
Kent Alps+ UV Air 
Purifier, and Blue 
Star BS-AP300DAI use 
HEPA and activated 
carbon filters to elimi-
nate up to 99.9% of  
pollutants. These de-
vices are especially 
useful for children and 

the elderly.
Adding to the list, the 

new Dyson Purifier 
Cool PC1 captures 
up to 99.95% of  ul-
trafine particles as 
small as 0.1 mi-
crons. It also 
r e m o v e s 
harmful gases 
and can be control-
led via a mobile app, 
making it both smart 
and efficient. Accord-
ing to Esquire India, 
using an air purifier 
in Delhi can signifi-
cantly reduce breath-
ing problems. Whether 
you choose an afforda-

ble option or a pre-
mium model like Dy-
son, having one at 
home today is a ne-
cessity, not a luxury.

Air-purifying plants
Nature also plays a role 

in cleaning the air. 
Plants such as Snake 
Plant, Peace Lily, and 
Spider Plant can absorb 
toxins through a proc-
ess called phytoreme-
diation. As reported by 
IndiaTimes, Indian re-
searchers have even de-
veloped a plant-based air 

purifier that reduced AQI lev-
els from 311 to 39 within 
minutes. 

Adding such plants to your 
home can make the environ-
ment fresher and greener.

AIR QUALITY MONITORS
Before you clean the air, it’s 
important to know how bad it 
is. Air quality monitors from 
brands like Xiaomi and Prana Air 
display real-time PM2.5, PM10, 
and VOC levels. You can track 
indoor air quality on your phone 
and take action when the air 
becomes unsafe. 

Ventilation & exhaust fans
Proper ventilation is essential. 
Using exhaust fans and cross-
ventilation systems allows stale 
indoor air to escape and fresh air 
to circulate.

While these gadgets can’t 
eliminate Delhi’s pollution en-
tirely, they can greatly reduce its 
harmful effects indoors. Com-
bined with healthy habits—like 
wearing masks, avoiding out-
door exercise during smog, and 
maintaining clean filters—they 
can help residents breathe a lit-
tle easier this winter.

THINGS THAT CAN HELP YOU BREATHE EASIER THIS WINTER

Honeywell 
Air  Touch

Snake 
Plant

IT ALWAYS SEEMS  
IMPOSSIBLE UNTIL IT’S  
DONE ❯ NELSON MANDELA


