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U
.S. President Do-
nald Trump on
Sunday asserted

that India cut its oil im-
ports from Russia in recent
months in an e�ort to
“make him happy”, and to
secure the India-U.S. trade
deal, even as he threa-
tened more tari�s could
“come quickly” if India
continues its purchases
from Russia.

Backing Mr. Trump’s
claim, U.S. Senator Lindsey
Graham said that India’s
Ambassador to the U.S., Vi-
nay Kwatra, had brought
up India’s declining oil im-
ports from Russia during a
meeting in December
2025, requesting Mr. Gra-
ham to ask Mr. Trump to
“relieve the tari�” of 25%
imposed by the U.S. over

and above 25% reciprocal
tari�s.  

“I was at the Indian Am-
bassador’s house about a
month ago and all he want-
ed to talk about is how they
are buying less Russian oil.
Would you tell the Presi-
dent to relieve the tari�?
This stu� works,” Mr. Gra-
ham said during a press

conference held by Mr.
Trump. 

“They [India] wanted to
make me happy,” interject-
ed Mr. Trump. “Basically,
he wanted to... [Prime Mi-
nister] Modi is a very good
man. He’s a good guy. He
knew I was unhappy and it
was important to make me
happy. They do trade and

we can raise tari�s on
them very quickly and it
would be bad for them,” he
added. 

The External A�airs Mi-
nistry did not respond to
requests for comments on
the claims by the U.S. lead-
ers. 

In the past, the MEA has
termed the American im-

position of unilateral sanc-
tions as “double stan-
dards”, given that the U.S.
itself buys Russian oil, ura-
nium and critical minerals.

While Mr. Graham did
not specify the date of the
meeting, Mr. Kwatra had
hosted a bipartisan U.S. Se-
nate delegation on Decem-
ber 2 at the Indian Embas-
sy in Washington, where
Mr. Graham and Senator
Richard Blumenthal were
present. 

Both Senators are lead-
ing co-sponsors of a Russia
Sanctions Bill introduced
in the U.S. Senate that
mandates up to 500% ta-
ri�s on countries that con-
tinue to purchase oil or
uranium from Russia.

Mr. Trump had made
the claim that India had
promised to cut Russian oil
imports “completely” on
several occasions. 

Trump asserts India cut import
of Russian crude to please him
U.S. President says that Prime Minister Modi wanted to ‘make him happy’; Senator Graham claims India’s Ambassador asked

him to mediate with the President for lowering 25% penalty tari�; a Russia Sanctions Bill would mandate up to 500% tari�s 
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Two days after Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) fran-
chise Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers (KKR) dropped
Bangladeshi fast bowler
Musta�zur Rahman from
its team, Dhaka banned
the telecast of the upcom-
ing IPL season starting
March 26 citing “hurt pu-
blic sentiments”.

“It is being requested in
these circumstances that
all sports and events of the
Indian Premier League
should be stopped till the
next order,” said a noti�ca-
tion signed by Mohammad
Feroze Khan, Assistant Se-
cretary of Bangladesh’s In-
formation and Broadcast-
ing Ministry. 

The decision came two
days after the sports and
youth a�airs adviser of the
interim government Asif
Nazrul’s request to the Mi-
nistry to ban the IPL’s
telecast.

The Board of Control of

Cricket in India’s (BCCI) se-
cretary Devajit Saikia had
hinted at Bangladesh’s in-
ternal breakdown of law
and order, including at-
tacks on minorities, and
said that the decision on
Mr. Rahman was taken due

to “recent developments”
going on “all across”. 

KKR had picked Mr.
Rahman in the December
16, 2025, auction for ₹9.20
crore, but on January 3, it
announced that he had
been dropped following in-
structions from the BCCI. 

‘Condemnable’ action
Bangladesh interim go-
vernment’s adviser on cul-
tural a�airs Mostafa Sar-
war Farooki said KKR’s
treatment of the bowler
was “condemnable”. He
expressed doubts on
whether BCCI’s decision
was a fallout of Bangladesh
Foreign Ministry’s recent
expression of concern
about alleged atrocities on
minority communities in
India. 

Bangladesh cites ‘hurt sentiments’ to ban
IPL telecast after Musta�zur’s exclusion
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Bangladeshi pacer Mustafizur Rahman with his Delhi Capitals

teammates during the 2025 IPL season. FILE PHOTO

The Supreme Court on
Monday allowed a petition-
er to approach the Centre
with a representation on
the revision of wage ceiling
for Employees Provident
Fund Scheme (EPFO).

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice J.K. Maheshwari per-
mitted petitioner Naveen
Prakash Nautiyal, an aca-
demic and activist, repre-
sented by advocates Pra-
nav Sachdeva and Neha
Rathi, to �le a representa-
tion with the government
in two weeks, along with a
copy of Monday’s court or-
der. The government was
asked to take a call in four
months thereafter.

The petitioner argued

that the EPFO had not re-
vised rates even though the
minimum wage noti�ed by
the Union government and
by various States was more
than the EPFO wage ceiling
of ₹15,000 per month. This
anomaly has resulted in
depriving a majority of
workers of the bene�ts and
protection of the EPFO

scheme, a welfare mea-
sure. “The EPFO, which
administers social security
schemes for employees,
currently excludes from
coverage those whose wag-
es exceed ₹15,000 per
month. However, the wage
ceiling has historically
been revised inconsistent-
ly, sometimes after 13-14
years, without any �xed
periodicity or linkage to re-
levant economic indicators
such as in�ation, minimum
wages, per capita income
or consumer price index,”
the petition said.

The erratic approach,
the petition argued, had
resulted in the exclusion of
large sections of the work-
force, contrary to the ob-
ject of providing social se-
curity to employees in the

organised sector. The plea
submitted that the incon-
sistency has prevailed over
revisions even though the
Public Accounts Commit-
tee of the 16th Lok Sabha
and the EPFO’s own Sub-
Committee on Enhancing
Coverage and Managing
Related Litigation, in 2022,
had recommended period-
ic and rational revision.

“But despite approval
by the Central Board (EPF)
in July 2022, the Centre has
not acted upon these re-
commendations,” the plea
said. It �agged two major
problems — the absence of
a prescribed timeline for
regular revision of the ceil-
ing and the arbitrary revi-
sion of the ceiling leading
to “exclusion, reduction in
the scheme’s coverage”.

SC allows petitioner to approach Centre
on timely revision of EPFO wage ceiling
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Petitioner has been given two

weeks by the apex court to file

representation with the Centre.

Venezuelan President Ni-
colas Maduro pleaded not
guilty to charges of narco-
terrorism in a New York
court on Monday, two days
after being snatched along
with his wife, Cilia Flores,
by U.S. forces from Cara-
cas. “I'm the President of
the Republic of Venezuela
and I’m here kidnapped,”
Mr. Maduro told a federal
judge. “I was captured at
my home in Caracas, Vene-
zuela,” he said.

The judge ordered both
Mr. Maduro and Ms.
Flores, who likewise plead-
ed not guilty, to remain be-
hind bars and set a new
hearing date of March 17.

Late on Sunday interim
Venezuelan leader Delcy
Rodriguez stepped back
from her initial de�ance by
o�ering to work with U.S.

President Donald Trump.
“We extend an invitation to
the U.S. to work together
on an agenda for coopera-
tion,” the former Vice-Pre-
sident said. When asked
what he needs from Ms.
Rodriguez, Mr. Trump said
on Sunday: “We need total
access. We need access to
the oil and other things in
their country that allow us
to rebuild their country.”

Meanwhile, some 2,000
Maduro supporters, in-
cluding ri�e-wielding men
on motorcycles, rallied on
Sunday in Caracas even as
the Venezuelan military,
loyal to Mr. Maduro, an-
nounced it recognised Ms.
Rodriguez and urged calm.

Venezuela’s Parliament
on Monday re-elected
Jorge Rodriguez, brother of
Ms. Rodriguez, as its head.

Maduro pleads not guilty, says he is still the President 

Shocking turn: U.S. Law enforcement o�icials move captured Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores, out of a

helicopter in New York City on Monday ahead of an initial appearance to face federal charges. REUTERS

Agence France-Presse
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The Congress on Monday

criticised the Centre after U.S.

President Donald Trump said

U.S. could raise tari�s on

Indian imports “very quickly”,

saying that public displays of
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leader had yielded little
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The Supreme Court on
Monday denied bail to acti-
vists Umar Khalid and
Sharjeel Imam in a case re-
gistered under the Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA) relating to the
alleged “larger conspira-
cy” behind the February
2020 riots in New Delhi.
The court said the evi-
dence on record prima fa-
cie attributed to them a
“central and formative
role” in the orchestration
of the violence.

A Bench of Justices Ara-
vind Kumar and N.V. Anja-
ria, however, granted con-
ditional bail to �ve other
co-accused, drawing a
clear distinction between
their alleged roles and
those attributed to Mr.
Khalid and Mr. Imam. 

The court held that the
allegations against Gul�sha
Fatima, Meeran Haider,
Shifa-ur-Rehman, Mohd.
Saleem Khan, and Shadab
Ahmed re�ected conduct
of a subsidiary or facilita-
tive nature, thereby war-
ranting di�erential treat-
ment. 

The Bench underscored
the need to assess the “hie-
rarchy of participation”. 

While Mr. Khalid and
Mr. Imam were found to
have exercised “command
authority”, the judges not-
ed that the co-accused
lacked any “independent
ability” to mobilise re-
sources or exert organisa-
tional leverage and posed
no “systemic risk”. 

“In the case of the al-
leged masterminds, name-
ly Sharjeel Imam and Umar
Khalid, the prosecution
material comprises direct,
corroborative, and con-
temporaneous evidence....
Where evidentiary
strength varies materially
between accused persons,
the need for continued de-
tention likewise varies,”
the Bench observed. 

The appeals before the
top court arose from a Sep-

tember 2 judgment of the
Delhi High Court refusing
bail to the accused. 

Delay not ‘trump card’
Addressing the defence’s
contention that prolonged
incarceration without trial
o�ends the right to perso-
nal liberty, the Bench un-
derscored that delay, by it-
self, cannot operate as a
“trump card” to override
statutory constraints on
bail under UAPA. 

“The jurisprudence of
this court does not support
a construction whereby
delay simpliciter eclipses a
statutory regime enacted
by Parliament to address
o�ences of a special cate-
gory,” the ruling, authored
by Justice Kumar,
underscored.

The court also rejected
the defence claim that the
delay in the commence-
ment of the trial was attrib-
utable solely to the Delhi
Police and constituted a
“fatal �aw” in the prosecu-
tion’s case. It noted that a
perusal of the trial court
record indicated that the
prosecution had, at va-
rious stages, expressed
readiness to commence ar-
guments on charge, while
objections and requests for
deferment were raised on
behalf of the accused.

However, acknowledg-
ing that the prolonged pre-
trial custody of Mr. Khalid
and Mr. Imam raises a
“constitutional concern”,
the Bench directed the trial
court to expedite the pro-
ceedings. 

SC denies bail to
Umar Khalid and
Sharjeel Imam 

Umar Khalid

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI
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C
ongress MP B. Man-
ickam Tagore has
ampli�ed the de-

mand by certain political
parties, including a section
of leaders from the Con-
gress in Tamil Nadu, for
the sharing of power
among alliance partners in
the Tamil Nadu
government.

In a social media post,
the Virudhunagar MP said,
“Now is not just the time to
discuss the sharing of
seats, but also the sharing
of power.”

He said this while shar-
ing another social media
post on a vote share survey
report by a private organi-
sation, which had listed
the vote share of each pol-
itical party in the State. 

Mr. Tagore disputed the
numbers mentioned in the
post, claiming they did not
re�ect the real vote share
of not just the Congress
party, but also that of other
parties. However, he said
the social media post only
indicated that no party
could win the Assembly

election in Tamil Nadu
without the support of al-
liance partners. The Con-
gress whip in the Lok Sab-
ha said the time has come
to discuss about sharing of
power, not just sharing of
seats.

Con�icting stances
The Congress MP’s re-
marks come at a time
when a few political par-
ties, such as the DMDK and
Puthiya Tamilagam, have
demanded the sharing of
power among alliance par-
ties. The ruling DMK and

the principal Opposition
party AIADMK have open-
ly expressed their stand
against the sharing of pow-
er in the State government. 

A Congress functionary
said Mr. Tagore has only
expressed the wishes of
the Congress high com-
mand and that of the Con-
gress cadres. “We are
bored of a mere electoral
alliance that is restricted to
seat-sharing. We also want
to share power in the
State,” he said. 

Mr. Tagore said the Con-
gress was ready to share

power with alliance parties
in the Centre and in other
States, and it was only ex-
pecting alliance parties to
reciprocate the sentiment.
“We are demanding to
share power in State go-
vernment to implement
the guarantees of the Con-
gress party given to the pe-
ople during the election
campaign,” he said. Party
general secretary Girish
Chodankar and TNCC pre-
sident K. Selvaperunthagai
have already said this, he
contended.

He added the Congress
has already shared with
the DMK its intention on
power sharing. “Let the
DMK high command res-
pond to it,” he added. 

Former Union Minister
and senior Congress leader
P. Chidambaram recently
said the national party
would go with the DMK in
the Assembly election even
as a section of the party
functionaries were for
forming an alliance with
the Tamilaga Vettri Kazha-
gam (TVK) as its founder
Vijay has agreed to share
power with alliance par-
ties. 

Ahead of T.N. polls, Cong. MP
urges alliance partners to
share power, not just seats

Congress MPs Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and Manickam Tagore during

the Winter session of Parliament in New Delhi. FILE PHOTO

Manickam Tagore says no party can win an Assembly election in Tamil Nadu without the support

of alliance partners; remarks come amid similar demands by DMDK and Puthiya Tamilagam 
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The military ground at Mannarpuram in Tiruchi
city came alive on Monday as the BJP heralded
the harvest season festivities by organising a
‘Namma Ooru Modi Pongal’ with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah in attendance. Senior BJP
functionaries and several women’s wing
members of the party participated in the event.
As many as 1,008 pots were placed in rows on
the ground to prepare sweet Pongal. Mr. Shah
arrived at the spot a little after noon,
accompanied by Union Ministers Piyush Goyal
and L. Murugan and BJP State president Nainar
Nagenthran. 

Amit Shah participates in
Pongal celebration in Tiruchi

INBRIEF
�

The Rajasthan High Court on Monday rejected
�lmmaker Vikram Bhatt’s petition seeking the
quashing of an FIR against him, his wife and his
associates in a cheating case in Udaipur. Mr.
Bhatt and his wife are currently lodged in jail for
criminal breach of trust and cheating Ajay
Murdia, a resident of Udaipur, of ₹40 crore for
the rights of a �lm. Justice Sameer Jain of the
Rajasthan High Court, while refusing to interfere,
observed that the matter does not appear to be
merely a breach of contract but prima facie
involves deliberate diversion and
misappropriation of funds, and the police
investigation will continue. PTI

Filmmaker Vikram Bhatt’s
plea in cheating case rejected

Maharashtra Congress
chief Harshwardhan Sap-
kal on Monday accused the
BJP-led Mahayuti alliance
of “swallowing democra-
cy” through coercive tac-
tics in the run-up to the Ja-
nuary 15 municipal
elections. His remarks
came amid mounting con-
troversy over reports that
68 candidates from the rul-
ing alliance have secured
unopposed victories
across the State.

Addressing a press con-
ference in Mumbai, Mr.
Sapkal alleged that Chief
Minister Devendra Fadna-
vis and Deputy Chief Mi-
nisters Eknath Shinde and
Ajit Pawar have “wrapped
up democracy” by using
pressure, threats, and mo-
ney power to force rival
candidates out of the fray. 

The civic polls cover 893
wards across 29 municipal

corporations, with 33,606
nominations �led for 2,869
seats, according to the
Election Commission (EC). 

The controversy erupt-
ed after several Opposition
candidates withdrew their
nominations on the last
day, paving the way for un-
contested wins in multiple
wards. Uno�cial tallies
show the BJP has bagged
44 of these seats, Shinde’s
Shiv Sena faction 22, and
Mr. Ajit’s NCP two, while
one seat went to an Islamic
party candidate. 

Mr. Sapkal demanded
that voters be allowed to
exercise the NOTA (None
of the Above) option even
in wards where candidates
have been elected unop-
posed. “Citizens must have
the right to reject candi-
dates. Denying this choice
undermines the very es-
sence of democracy,” he
said. 

Targets Speaker
The Congress leader furth-
er targeted Assembly
Speaker Rahul Narwekar,
accusing him of misusing
his Constitutional position
to bene�t relatives contest-
ing from Colaba wards. Mr.
Sapkal alleged that Mr. Nar-
wekar obstructed Opposi-
tion candidates and wea-
kened the anti-defection
law, demanding that the
President of India dismiss
him from o�ce. Mr. Nar-
wekar has denied the alle-
gations, calling them politi-
cally motivated. 

Mahayuti’s hunger for power 
swallowing democracy: Cong. 
on unopposed wins in civic polls

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Maharashtra Congress chief

Harshwardhan Sapkal 

A day after Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) leader and village
sarpanch Jharmal Singh
was allegedly killed after
being shot from point-
blank range at a wedding
venue in Amritsar, the Op-
position parties – Congress,
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
and Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) – on Monday cor-
nered the ruling party over
the “deteriorating” law and
order situation in the State. 

Akali leader and Lok
Sabha MP Harsimrat Kaur
said, “Bhagwant Mann had
failed as Chief Minister as
well as Home Minister and
has no right to continue in
o�ce.”

Speaking to mediaper-
sons in Bathinda, Ms. Kaur
said that there was a com-
plete collapse of the law
and order situation in the
State. “Every day, there are
sensational incidents like

the daylight murder of a vil-
lage sarpanch in Amritsar,
murder of an NRI woman
in Kapurthala and a pan-
chayat member in Moga,”
she added. 

BJP national general se-
cretary Tarun Chugh urged
all political parties to come
forward to protect the bor-
der State of Punjab from
the dangerous designs of
anti-national forces and cri-
minal networks, which he
alleged were �ourishing
under the AAP regime.

Referring to the targeted
killings by the criminal

gangs, Punjab Congress
president Amarinder Singh
Raja Warring said, “Police
seem to have ceased to ex-
ist in the State.” 

Cabinet Minister and
AAP State president Aman
Arora, however, said the
roots of the current crisis
lies in the “misrule and pa-
tronage of goons” by the
previous governments. The
Chief Minister, meanwhile,
issued strict instructions to
the police for the identi�ca-
tion and arrest of the cul-
prits involved in the killing
of the sarpanch.

Opposition turns heat on AAP
govt., says Punjab witnessing 
‘total collapse’ of law and order
Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

Police personnel at the wedding venue where an AAP leader and

village sarpanch was shot dead in Amritsar on Sunday. PTI

The Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court will on
Tuesday pronounce the
judgment on appeals pre-
ferred against the order of
Justice G.R. Swaminathan,
who had directed the Sub-
ramaniya Swamy Temple
management in Thiruppa-
rankundram to light the
Karthigai Deepam at the
deepathoon besides the
usual places.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices G. Jayachandran and
K.K. Ramakrishnan said the
court would pronounce the
judgment on Tuesday after
a mention was made before
it regarding the restriction
imposed on the total num-
ber of participants for the
Santhanakoodu Urus festiv-
al on the hill to 50. The
judges said this issue would
also be discussed in the
judgment. The judges be-
gan hearing the appeals on
December 12, 2025. 

Madras HC
judgment on
Deepathoon
row today

The Hindu Bureau
MADURAI

Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena leader Avinash Anant
Jadhav has �led a writ peti-
tion in the Bombay High
Court on Monday challeng-
ing the events that led to
several candidates being
elected unopposed in the
municipal corporation elec-
tions in Maharashtra. 

Filed under Articles 226
and 227 of the Constitution,
the petition names the
State of Maharashtra and
the Election Commission as
respondents. It sought a
court-monitored inquiry in-
to the “mass withdrawal” of
nominations and a stay on
election results. . 

Mr. Jadhav also urged the
court to direct the State go-
vernment to amend the
Maharashtra Municipal
Corporations Act, 1949, to
introduce a provision man-
dating a minimum vote
share for candidates elect-
ed unopposed. 

Plea in HC for
probing mass
withdrawal of
nominations 

The Hindu Bureau
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The son of former Union
Minister and sitting BJP
MLA Renuka Singh has
been booked in a hit-and-
run case after his car alleg-
edly rammed into a motor-
cycle, leaving the rider, a
disc jockey, seriously in-
jured in Chhattisgarh’s Rai-
pur Monday.

A police o�cer con-
�rmed that the accused
Balwant Singh alias Lucky,
34, has been booked for
rash and negligent driving
and endangering human
life. The incident took
place around 1 a.m. when
Mr. Balwant, who was driv-
ing his friend’s car hit the

victim, Tribhuvan Thakur,
34, a disc jockey. Mr. Bal-
want was travelling with
three of his friends.

As soon as the bike was
hit by the car, Mr. Thakur
fell from it and was
dragged along with the car
for a few metres. Mr. Bal-
want allegedly tried to
drive away but ended up
hitting a road divider. “The
victim has su�ered grie-
vous injuries on his head,

ribs, legs and back. He is in
a critical condition. An FIR
has been registered against
Balwant under sections 125
(a) (act endangering perso-
nal safety of others) and
281 (rash and negligent
driving) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). We
will explore more sections
as and when the victim re-
covers,” said an o�cer
from the Telibandha Police
Station where the case was
registered.

Mr. Balwant’s mother
was a Union Minister for
Tribal a�airs (2019-2023)
and an incumbent MLA
from Bharatpur-Sonhat
constituency from the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party
in Chhattisgarh. 

BJP MLA’s son booked in hit-and-run 
case; victim dragged along with car 
for a few metres, critical, say police

Shubhomoy Sikdar
RAIPUR

A 34-year-old biker, a
disc jockey, was hit
by a car, which was
being driven by
Renuka Singh’s son
Balwant in Raipur 
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Bihar unit Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) celebrated the
73rd birth anniversary of
veteran BJP leader and
former Deputy Chief Mi-
nister of Bihar late Sushil
Kumar Modi.

All the senior leaders of
the party were present in
the programme organised
in the memory of the Pad-
ma Bhushan awardee in-
cluding his wife Jessie
George.

Statue unveiled
His former Cabinet col-
league and Bihar Chief Mi-
nister Nitish Kumar un-
veiled a life-size statue at
Sushil Modi Memorial Park

in Rajendra Nagar followed
�oral tributes.

In a video message post-
ed on social media plat-
form ‘X’, BJP National
Working President Nitin
Nabin also paid a heartfelt

tribute to Modi.
“Sushil Modi ji who

started his politics as stu-
dent leader and played an
important role in the JP
Movement, always main-
tained transparency. He

made his identity due to
struggle and left a mark as
�nance minister of Bihar
showing his �nancial
skills,” Mr. Nabin said.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Mr. Choudhary who al-
so holds Home Depart-
ment portfolio said that
Modi, has left an indelible
mark on the development
of Bihar and his entire pu-
blic life was a living exam-
ple of honesty, simplicity,
and principled politics.

He also asserted that in
his long political career,
Sushil Modi prioritised the
�ght against corruption,
good governance, and
development.

“He did unprecedented
work for the development
of Bihar as Deputy Chief

Minister; he also played a
strong role while in the op-
position. When Sushil Mo-
di came to the assembly,
the then government
would be apprehensive
about what new �le he
would bring to expose
them. Being in the opposi-
tion, he exposed several
cases of corruption,” Mr.
Choudhary said. He added
that Mr. Modi was a living
example of principled pol-
itics. 

Giriraj Singh echoed the
same saying that Modi
stood �rm against corrup-
tion and injustice. Patna
Sahib MP Ravi Shanka Pra-
sad said that Mr. Modi will
be always remembered as
a leader for changing the
history of Bihar.

Bihar BJP leaders pay rich tribute to late
Sushil Kumar Modi on his birth anniversary
Amit Bhelari
PATNA

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar pays tribute to the former Bihar Deputy CM

Sushil Kumar Modi in Patna on Monday. ANI

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Mon-
day laid the foundation
stone for a 5-km bridge ov-
er the river Muriganga to
connect Sagar Island with
the mainland. Sagar is the
biggest island of the Sun-
darbans archipelago,
where the annual Gangasa-
gar Mela pilgrimage is held
on the occasion of Makar
Sankranti.

Estimated to cost ₹1,670
crore, the four-lane bridge
will connect Lot 8 in Kakd-
wip to Kachuberia on Sa-
gar Island. 

The Chief Minister ex-
pressed hope that the
bridge will improve busi-
ness and commerce and fa-
cilitate travel for pilgrims
visiting the Gangasagar
Mela. 

It is believed that the riv-
er Ganga meets the Bay of
Bengal at Sagar Island in
front of Kapil Muni Tem-
ple, and every year lakhs of
devotees descend on the
remote island to take a ho-
ly dip on the occasion of
Makar Sankranti.

“I feel proud, even if on-
ly a little, for the people of
Bengal, for tourists from
across the world, for pil-
grims and for everyone, in-
cluding those in the re-

mote areas of the
Sundarbans. We do not
praise ourselves, but our
actions speak louder than
words,” Ms. Banerjee said
at the public gathering. 

The Chief Minister said
that it would take two to
three years to complete the
bridge, and a contract for
the project has been
awarded to L&T (Larsen &
Toubro). 

Ms. Banerjee had earlier
said that she had requested
the Union government to
help construct the bridge,
but after repeated re-
quests, since there was no
word from the Centre, the
State Government decided
to take up the project.

Ms. Banerjee said that
although the Central go-
vernment gave money for
the Kumbh Mela, it did not
give any grant for the Gan-
gasagar Mela. 

She also visited Bharat
Sevashram Sangh on Sagar
Island.   

Mamata launches
project for bridge
over river Muriganga

Mamata Banerjee 

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA
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Telangana MLC K. Kavitha formally announced
her exit from the Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS),
saying she was “happy to leave an unethical
BRS”. Ms. Kavitha, who is the daughter of BRS
chief and former Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao, said she will start a new
party and contest in the next Assembly elections.
In what she indicated was the last speech as MLC
on Monday, she accused the BRS of suspending
her without an opportunity to explain her stand.

Kavitha announces exit from
BRS; set to launch new party C

ongress Working
Committee mem-
ber Shashi Tharoor,

whose recent statements
had put the party on the
defensive, on Monday said
he had never deviated
from the party line.

He was speaking to
presspersons after attend-
ing the leadership camp of
the party at Sulthan Bath-
ery here to chalk out stra-
tegies for the Kerala As-
sembly election. “My
question is, who said that I
left the party line... the
party and I have stood on

the same line on most mat-
ters,” he said.

He said controversies of-
ten arise when media re-
ports are based only on
headlines without reading
the content. “When I ask

people whether they have
read what I wrote, most
have not,” he said. Mr. Tha-
roor said he had been in
the party for 17 years and
shared good relations with
colleagues. 

On his remarks defend-
ing veteran BJP leader L.K.
Advani, Mr. Tharoor said it
was an act of courtesy on
Mr. Advani’s 98th birthday.
Referring to another con-
troversy over remarks
‘praising’ Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Mr. Tha-
roor said he merely quoted
what was said at an event.

On Opposition leader
V.D. Satheesan’s claim that
the Congress would win
100 seats (of the total 140)
in the Assembly poll, Mr.
Tharoor said it was achiev-
able. Regarding the chief
ministerial nominee, he
said there was no dearth of
talent in the party.

Shashi Tharoor says he never
deviated from the party line

Shashi Tharoor with party colleagues Ramesh Chennithala, Sunny

Joseph, K.C. Venugopal, and V.D. Satheesan. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Thiruvananthapuram MP claims that he and Congress have been on the same page on most

matters; he says has been in the party for 17 years and shares good ties with his colleagues 

Press Trust of India
WAYANAD 

The Centre for Latin Amer-
ican Studies (CLAS) at Ker-
ala University has found it-
self at the centre of a
controversy over the al-
leged �nancial irregulari-
ties related to remunera-
tions paid to a foreign
journalist for online lec-
tures conducted three
years ago. The issue per-
tains to a two-week sum-
mer school programme or-
ganised between May 15,
2023, and May 27, 2023. 

CLAS Director Girish
Kumar R. had requested

the State Bank of India
(SBI) Karyavattom branch
to remit an amount equiva-
lent to ₹20,000 in U.S. dol-
lars from the centre’s ac-
count as honorarium for
the Brazil-based journalist. 

However, the bank erro-
neously made a remittance
of $20,000 to the Bank of
America. It was only some
weeks later that CLAS de-
tected the absence of
₹16,51,500 from its ac-
count. With SBI failing to
recall the amount, Vice-
Chancellor in-charge Mo-
hanan Kunnummal called
for legal steps to recover
the amount.

Kerala University-run
CLAS faces scrutiny 

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala Legislative Secretariat on Monday
disquali�ed LDF legislator and former Transport
Minister Antony Raju as an MLA following the
Judicial First Class Magistrate Court order last
week which found the MLA guilty of forging and
planting evidence in a evidence tampering case
following a drug seizure case booked in 1990. As
per the Secretariat, the disquali�cation is as per
the provisions of the Representation of People
Act, 1951 and relevant Supreme Court decisions. 

Antony Raju disquali�ed 
as MLA after court verdict

While stating that it is satis�ed with the probe by
the special investigation team (SIT) into the
alleged misappropriation of gold from the
Sabarimala temple, the Kerala High Court on
Monday extended the deadline given to the SIT to
complete the probe by another six weeks. The
High Court had given the team a six weeks
extension a month ago, following a request by
the head of the SIT. This was after the SIT
submitted its updated �ndings to the court.

Kerala HC extends deadline
given to SIT by six weeks

Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister N. Chandrababu Nai-
du on Monday made a
strong pitch for Telugu un-
ity, river interlinking, and
language-driven cultural
con�dence while address-
ing a gathering on the con-
cluding day of the third
World Telugu Mahasabha-
lu in Guntur.

The three-day event, or-
ganised by the Andhra Sa-
raswatha Parishath, drew
delegates from nearly 40
countries.

Declaring that the plat-
form was not political, Mr.
Naidu said he would speak
only about unity. “Telugu
people may live in two
States, but Telugu is our
common mother tongue.
There should be no ani-
mosity between the Telugu
States. Whether it is water
or cooperation, we must
stand together,” he said. 

On water resources, the
Chief Minister advocated
interlinking the Krishna
and Godavari rivers and
eventually connecting all
major rivers in Andhra Pra-
desh. Citing the success of
the Pattiseema project,
which ensured water for
the Krishna Delta, he said
nearly 3,000 TMC of Goda-
vari waters still �ow waste-
fully into the sea every
year. A.P. he added, had
never objected to Telanga-
na’s use of Godavari waters
or its construction of the
Kaleshwaram project.

Mr. Naidu also an-
nounced the establish-
ment of a Telugu Universi-
ty named after Potti
Sriramulu in Rajamahen-
dravaram. He stressed that
technology would not
erase Telugu but serve as a
tool to preserve and pro-
mote it. 

Naidu calls for
Telugu unity,
interlinking 
of rivers

The Hindu Bureau
GUNTUR

Rolling waves

Strong gale: Strong wind churns the Malampuzha reservoir in Palakkad in Kerala on Monday. The district has been experiencing unusually

heavy winds over the past few days. K. K. MUSTAFAH

Swiftly acting to work out
the modalities of its electo-
ral road map for the up-
coming Kerala Assembly
elections, the Indian Union
Muslim League (IUML) lea-
dership met in Kozhikode
on Monday to strategise a
high-stakes demand for a
larger seat allocation with-
in the Congress-led United
Democratic Front (UDF).

The assertive stance of
the party is buttressed by
its recent performance in
the local body polls held in
December, where its surge
in representation outside
Malabar has cemented its
role as the undisputed
linchpin of the coalition. 

The IUML saw its tally of
civic seats jump by nearly
40%, securing 3,203 repre-

sentatives across the State,
up from 2,338 in 2020.
Crucially, the party de-
monstrated newfound
strength outside its tradi-
tional stronghold of Malap-
puram, making strides in
Kasaragod, Kannur, and
Pathanamthitta.

In the previous Assemb-
ly elections, the IUML
maintained robust e�cien-
cy, winning 15 of the 25

seats it contested, eclipsing
the Congress, which con-
tested the lion’s share of
seats. 

Brie�ng the media,
IUML State general secre-
tary P.M.A. Salam was ex-
plicit on the party’s view
on the seat-sharing pact.
“The League will demand
more seats, as the party
deserves them. The matter
will be discussed with the
Congress. We will make
our stance clear after the
initial round of talks. At the
same time, we are ready to
make compromises if new
parties join the UDF,” he
added.

Its leadership is also
aware that a visible expan-
sion of the IUML into the
southern districts might in-
advertently consolidate
Hindu and Christian com-
munities against the front.

IUML to seek larger share of
seats in UDF for Kerala polls
Sam Paul A.
KOZHIKODE

P.M.A Salam

The J.J. Nagar Police
nabbed three minor boys
for allegedly pelting stones
at a religious procession in
Bengaluru on Sunday.

The accused are aged
between 14 and 15. The pol-
ice said further investiga-
tion was under way to as-
certain the motive behind
the incident which oc-
curred near V. S. Garden
shortly after 8 p.m.

Om Shakti devotees
took part in the proces-
sion, and a girl, who was
part of the procession, sus-
tained head injuries in the
stone-pelting incident.

Tensions prevailed for
some time after the devo-
tees gathered outside the
police station demanding
strict legal action against
those who were involved.

Senior police o�cers in-
tervened and paci�ed the
crowd, following which se-
curity was tightened in the
area. The J.J. Nagar Police
later registered an FIR and
conducted a spot inspec-
tion.

3 minors held for
throwing stones at
religious procession

A girl who was
taking part in the
Om Shakti devotees’
procession sustained 
head injuries

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A 27-year-old Indian wo-
man from Secunderabad,
Telangana, was found dead
with stab wounds at her
former boyfriend’s apart-
ment in Maryland in the
United States, days after
concern over her wherea-
bouts surfaced on social
media and a missing per-
son complaint was �led by
the accused himself.

The victim, 27-year-old
Nikitha Rao Godishala, was
found at an apartment on
Twin Rivers Road in Mary-
land on January 3. 

Her ex-boyfriend, 26-
year-old Arjun Sharma,
had �led a missing person
report on January 2, telling
police that he had last seen
her on December 31 at the
same apartment. Investiga-

tors later learned that Mr.
Sharma had already left
the U.S. and travelled to
India.

The Howard County
police stated that the con-
cern over Godishala’s dis-
appearance was �rst raised
when her friends shared
appeals on Facebook seek-
ing help to locate her. 

Detectives executed a
search warrant at Mr. Shar-
ma’s apartment on January
3 and found her body with
stab wounds. The police
believe she was killed
shortly after 7 p.m. on De-
cember 31.

An arrest warrant has
since been obtained
against Mr. Sharma, charg-
ing him with �rst- and se-
cond-degree murder. 

Howard County police
said they are working with
US federal agencies to lo-

cate him. Interpol is ex-
pected to issue a red not-
ice, which would alert law
enforcement agencies
across nearly 200 coun-
tries, including India.

Godishala was em-

ployed as a Data and Stra-
tegy Analyst at Vheda
Health in Columbia, Mary-
land, having joined the
�rm in February 2025.
Within a year, she received
the company’s “All-In

Award” for her perfor-
mance. 

Godishala studied phar-
macy at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Technological Un-
iversity ( JNTU) in Hydera-
bad from June 2015 to Sep-
tember 2021. She later
moved to the U.S. to pur-
sue a master’s degree in
Health Information Tech-
nology at the University of
Maryland, Baltimore
County.

Following con�rmation
of her death, the Indian
Embassy in the U.S. said it
was assisting the family
and coordinating with lo-
cal authorities. In a post on
X, the embassy said it is in
contact with Godishala’s
family and is extending all
possible consular assis-
tance while following up
the matter with the con-
cerned authorities.

Hyderabad woman found dead with injuries in U.S.
The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

A couple, Kotikalapudi
Krishna Kishore, 44, and
his wife K. Asha, 39, who
hailed from Palakol in
West Godavari district of
Andhra Pradesh, died in a
road accident in
Washington, D.C. on
Sunday.

Mr. Kishore was
working as a software
engineer, and the family
settled in the U.S. a few
years ago. The couple has
a son and a daughter.

The couple died of the
injuries su�ered in the
mishap while their
children escaped with
injuries, and were said to
be out of danger. 

Couple from A.P. dies in
road accident in the U.S.
The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA
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A blowout of natural gas
triggered a �re in a well
owned by the Oil and Natu-
ral Gas Corporation
(ONGC) on the outskirts of
Irusumanda village in And-
hra Pradesh’s Dr. B. R. Am-
bedkar Konaseema district
on Monday.

The gas leak occurred
when the well, identi�ed
as Mori-5, was being re-
paired for increasing gas
production, said a release
from the ONGC. The wor-
kover operation (a type of

major maintenance) was
being done by a contractor
identi�ed as PEC Operator

Deep Industries Limited.
District Collector R. Ma-

hesh Kumar inspected the

blowout site in Malkipu-
ram mandal and nearby
villages to initiate precau-
tionary steps. Residents
within one km of the well
were evacuated, he said.

Cooling operation on 
ONGC o�cials said e�orts
are on to control the natu-
ral gas �ow or cap the well.
They said the agency was
coordinating with interna-
tional experts in this re-
gard. “There is no human
habitation within 600
metres of the well. Cooling
operation is under way,”
they said.

Gas leaks from ONGC well in A.P.
during repair; villagers evacuated
The Hindu Bureau
RAZOLE

Flames rise from an ONGC gas well in Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

Konaseema district, Andhra Pradesh, on Monday. PTI

The Congress is apparently
planning to have an early
bird advantage in the up-
coming Assembly polls in
Kerala by �nalising its can-
didates much ahead of the
declaration of the election
schedule.

The party has already
started bilateral talks for
the purpose and the �rst
list could be out by Janu-
ary-end. This is among the
main points in the action
plan conceived at the two-
day ‘Lakshya 2026’ State
leadership camp that con-
cluded at Sulthan Bathery
in Wayanad on Monday.
Leader of the Opposition

V.D. Satheesan presented
the action plan before the
delegates, prepared in con-
sultation with poll strate-
gist Sunil Kanugolu. 

According to party
sources, the AICC’s screen-
ing committee led by Mad-
husudan Mistry is likely to
visit the State soon. The
State-level screening com-
mittee will hold talks with
its members to zero in on
probable candidates.

The Congress is also
planning to improve the
UDF’s performance in dis-
tricts like Malappuram and
Ernakulam, where it has a
strong presence, and Koz-
hikode and Pathanamthit-
ta, where its presence has
been weak in recent years.

Congress to �nalise
names for Kerala
Assembly polls soon
The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE
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O
ver the past �ve
years, police forc-
es across States

have dedicated signi�cant
resources to monitoring
social media platforms, an
analysis of police infras-
tructure data shows. The
number of dedicated social
media monitoring cells
rose from 262 across 28
States and eight Union Ter-
ritories as of January 1,
2020, to 365 as of January
1, 2024.

Most of such cells are
operational in Bihar (52),
Maharashtra (50), Punjab
(48), West Bengal (38) and
Assam (37).

In Manipur, where eth-
nic violence erupted on
May 3, 2023, the number of
police social media moni-
toring cells rose from three
on January 1, 2020, to 16 on
January 1, 2024. The ex-
pansion occurred despite
the Internet being sus-
pended in the State for
about 140 days in 2023.

Assam increased the
number of social media
monitoring cells from one
in 2022 to 37 in 2024. West
Bengal expanded its net-
work from two to 38 cells,
while Punjab doubled its
capacity, increasing the

number from 24 to 48 bet-
ween 2022 and 2024.

Earlier, social media
monitoring cells were not
counted separately or were
part of the cybercrime pol-
ice stations. They began to
function as distinct units
from 2021, according to Da-
ta on Police Organisations
(DoPO) reports for the
years 2020, 2021, 2022,
2023 and 2024.

The annual DoPO re-
ports are prepared by the
Bureau of Police Research
and Development
(BPR&D), a police think
tank under the Union
Home Ministry.

The cells started featur-
ing in the reports since
2021, which includes data
for the 2020.

Meanwhile, the number
of cybercrime police sta-
tions increased from 376 as
of January 1, 2020, to 624
as of January 1, 2024.

‘Evolving crime trends’
Police o�cials attribute the
need for dedicated cells to
track and pre-empt the
evolving crime trends on
social media platforms
such as Facebook, X, Snap-
chat, WhatsApp and
Instagram.

The 2024 DoPO report

said that the number of
drones available with pol-
ice forces in States and Un-
ion Territories stood at
1,147, up from 1,010 as of Ja-
nuary 1, 2023.

The report also noted
that 5,92,839 police posts
were vacant across the
country, against the total
sanctioned strength of
27,55,274.

Of the total sanctioned
strength of 27.55 lakh, the
actual strength comprised
3,30,621 personnel belong-
ing to Scheduled Castes,
2,31,928 to Scheduled
Tribes and 6,37,774 to Oth-
er Backward Classes.

Police in States step up
social media monitoring
Dedicated cells rise from 262 in 2020 to 365 in 2024; numbers high in Bihar (52), Maharashtra (50),

Punjab (48), West Bengal (38) and Assam (37); o�cials cite evolving crime trends for rise in cells

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Alleging harassment of the
electorate in the ongoing
special intensive revision
of electoral rolls in the
State, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Monday said she would
move the court against the
Election Commission of In-
dia (EC).

“We are also seeking le-
gal help. The court will
open tomorrow (Tuesday).
We will also go to court. So
many people have, the way
so many people are being
harassed,” the Chief Minis-
ter said at a public meeting
at Sagar Island. She said
she, in person, wanted to
bring to the notice of the
court what people were
facing at the ground level. 

“If necessary, I will also
go to the Supreme Court
and plead for the people. I
will speak for the people. I
am a lawyer. But I will not
go [to the court] as a la-
wyer. I can ask permission
to speak as a common citi-
zen. I will take permission
to speak. I will show what
is happening at the grass-
roots level, how people are
being harassed,” Ms. Ba-
nerjee said. 

Targeting the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) at the

public meeting, the Chief
Minister asked, “How
would BJP leaders feel if so-
meone made their old pa-
rents stand in line to prove
their identity? Since the
SIR began, so many people
have died due to fear, and
several others are in
hospital.”

‘CM confusing Matuas’
While 58 lakh names were
deleted from electoral rolls
after the �rst phase of the
SIR, about 1.26 crore voters
were identi�ed with ‘logi-
cal discrepancies’ at the
start of the SIR hearings on
December 27. The number
of ‘logical discrepancies’ in
West Bengal now stands at
about 94.49 lakh.

Leader of the Opposi-

tion in the Assembly Su-
vendu Adhikari on Monday
accused the Chief Minister
of “confusing” the Matua
community and spreading
fear around the National
Register of Citizens (NRC)
in light of upcoming As-
sembly polls in the State
and the ongoing SIR.

“In this State, there are
around 60,000 applica-
tions �led under the Citi-
zenship Amendment Act.
Over 1,000 applicants have
received citizenship certi�-
cates... It has been proven
that CAA has no relation-
ship with NRC or detention
camps. With elections ap-
proaching, Mamata Baner-
jee has weaponised SIR to
instigate fears of NRC,” Mr
Adhikari said.

Will move court as voters
being harassed: Mamata
Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Mamata Banerjee presenting bicycles to beneficiaries at an event in

Kolkata on Monday. DEBASISH BHADURI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit the Somnath
Temple on January 11 to
mark the 1,000th anniver-
sary of the �rst attack on
the shrine, which he de-
scribed on Monday as a
symbol of India’s enduring
spirit. Year-long activities
have been planned at the
temple as part of the “Som-

nath Swabhiman Parv”.
“Jai Somnath! 2026

marks 1,000 years since
the �rst attack on Somnath
took place. Despite repeat-
ed attacks subsequently,
Somnath stands tall! This is
because Somnath’s story is
about the unbreakable
courage of countless chil-
dren of Bharat Mata who
protected our culture and
civilisation,” Mr. Modi said
in a post on X.

The Prime Minister also
wrote an article on the sub-
ject, terming the temple a
manifestation of Indian ci-
vilisation’s “indomitable
spirit”. He said the same
resilience was visible in to-
day’s India. “The world is
seeing India with hope and
optimism. They want to in-
vest in our innovative
youngsters. Our art, cul-

ture, music and several fes-
tivals are going global. Yo-
ga and Ayurveda are
making a worldwide im-
pact, boosting healthy liv-
ing. Solutions to some of
the most pressing global
challenges are coming
from India,” said Mr. Modi.

Noting that Mahmud of
Ghazni plundered the tem-
ple in January 1026, Mr.
Modi said it still stands “as
glorious as ever” due to
sustained e�orts at restora-
tion. After Independence,
the duty of rebuilding the
temple fell into the hands
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel. Mr. Modi said 2026 will
mark 75 years since the res-
tored temple was opened
on May 11, 1951.

Prime Minister to
visit Somnath
Temple on Jan. 11
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

PM Narendra Modi and Home

Minister Amit Shah during an

earlier visit to the temple. PTI

The Delhi High Court on
Monday declined to stay
the trial against Rashtriya
Janata Dal leader Lalu Pra-
sad in the Indian Railway
Catering and Tourism Cor-
poration (IRCTC) scam
case. It asked the Central
Bureau of Investigation to
submit its response to his
plea challenging an order
framing charges against
him in the case.

The court said it cannot
pass an order on the stay
application without hear-

ing the probe agency. It
listed the matter for furth-
er hearing on January 14.

When senior advocates
Kapil Sibal and Maninder
Singh, representing Mr. La-
lu Prasad, sought a stay on
the trial court proceedings,
the High Court said it
would consider the appli-
cation on January 14 after
the CBI �led its reply. “Let
them �le a reply. You
should have come earlier,
you didn’t come. The trial
court order was passed
earlier,” it said.

On October 13, 2025, the
trial court had framed

charges against the ac-
cused persons, Mr. Lalu,
his wife Rabri Devi, son Te-
jashwi Prasad Yadav and 11
others, in the case for the

alleged o�ences of cheat-
ing, criminal conspiracy
under the Indian Penal
Code and sections of the
Prevention of Corruption
Act.

‘Criminal conspiracy’
Stating that Mr. Lalu Pra-
sad had abused his posi-
tion as Union Railways Mi-
nister during between
2004-2009 to manipulate
the eligibility conditions of
a land tender process, the
trial court framed the
charges against Mr. Lalu
Prasad, and his wife and
son.

The matter pertains to a
First Information Report
(FIR) lodged by the CBI in
2017 against the three and
o�cers of the IRCTC
among others. 

The Central agency has
alleged that Mr. Lalu Pra-
sad, as the Railways Minis-
ter, entered into a criminal
conspiracy with the own-
ers of some hotels in Patna
and Puri for a tender. It al-
leged that he had manipu-
lated the process and
awarded the tender to the
accused in exchange for
bribe in the form of high-
value land and shares.

Delhi HC refuses to stay trial against Lalu Prasad
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Lalu Prasad

The Congress on Monday
criticised the Union go-
vernment after U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
Washington could raise ta-
ri�s on Indian imports “ve-
ry quickly”, remarking that
public displays of bonho-
mie with the American
leader had yielded little di-
plomatic dividend.

Reacting to Mr. Trump’s
comments, Congress gen-
eral secretary (communi-
cations) Jairam Ramesh
said the Prime Minister’s
personal rapport with the
U.S. President had not pre-
vented repeated trade
threats. “The PM’s good
friend in the White House
continues his ‘blow hot,
blow cold’ approach to In-
dia. He has yet again threa-
tened higher tari�s on US
imports from India if India
did not stop buying oil
from Russia,” Mr. Ramesh
said in a post on X.

“All those Namaste
Trump, Howdy Modi
events, all those (forced)
hugs, and all those social
media posts hailing the US
President have done very
little good,” he added. 

Mr. Trump had told re-
porters aboard Air Force
One on Sunday that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
was aware of his dissatis-
faction with India’s pur-

chase of Russian oil and
that the U.S. could impose
higher tari�s if such im-
ports continued. “They do
trade and we can raise ta-
ri�s on them very quickly.
It would be very bad for
them,” Mr. Trump said,
while also describing Mr.
Modi as “a very good
man”.

The U.S. President’s re-
marks came in the pre-
sence of Senator Lindsey
Graham, who has pro-
posed legislation to impose
steep tari�s on countries
that continue to buy Rus-
sian oil. Mr. Graham said
the tari�s imposed by the
U.S. were the “chief rea-
son” India had reduced its
purchases of Russian
crude.

India has maintained
that its energy imports are
guided by national interest
and that it complies with
international sanctions re-
gimes. 

Congress targets
govt. over Trump’s
latest tari� remarks 

Jairam Ramesh

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Monday
expressed “grave concern”
over what it described as
unilateral actions taken by
the United States in Vene-
zuela over the past 48
hours, which “violated es-
tablished principles of in-
ternational law”.

In a statement, party Fo-
reign A�airs department
chairperson Salman Khur-
shid said such actions
transgressed the norms en-
shrined in the United Na-
tions Charter and various
international treaties.

“Respect for national so-
vereignty and peaceful
coexistence have formed
the bedrock of the post
World War II rules-based
world order,” he said.

UN role
“Any kinetic action that cir-
cumscribes these without
the express sanction of the
United Nations risks the re-
surgence of primordial
rules of statecraft and un-
dermine global stability,” it
added.

The party said the will
of the Venezuelan people
must be given primacy,
and stressed that the coun-
try’s natural resources
should be utilised for the
bene�t of its citizens, in
keeping with the principle
of permanent sovereignty
over natural resources.

U.S. action in
Venezuela
violated U.N.
Charter: Cong.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Two persons, identi�ed as
Sanatomba Singh and In-
dubala Devi, were injured
in two explosions in Mani-
pur’s Bishnupur district on
Monday, police said.

The �rst explosion, sus-
pected to have been
caused by an IED, oc-
curred at 5.45 a.m at a
house in Ngaukon in the
Phougakchao police sta-
tion area. The house re-
mained abandoned since
ethnic violence broke out
in the State in May 2023,
with its owner and his fa-
mily currently living at a re-
lief camp.

The second one oc-
curred nearly 200 metres
away around 8.45 a.m.
when locals had gathered
after hearing news of the
�rst blast, the police said.

Mr. Singh and Ms. Devi
sustained splinter injuries
on their right legs. They
were admitted to a govern-
ment hospital and are stat-
ed to be out of danger.

The police said they had
inspected the blast sites
and started an
investigation.

Meanwhile, irate locals
engaged in a war of words
with security forces, who
visited the site following
the blasts, alleging lapses
in security despite the pre-
sence of a large number of
personnel in nearby areas.

Two people
injured in two
explosions
in Manipur

Press Trust of India
IMPHAL

Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Gyanesh Ku-
mar on Monday said that
the goal of the special in-
tensive revision (SIR) is to
ensure that “no eligible In-
dian citizen is left out of
the electoral roll”.

The CEC, who was on a
two-day visit to Jharkhand,
said that a “clean” electoral
roll is the foundation of de-
mocracy and hailed booth-
level o�cers (BLOs) as the
“foundation” of such rolls.

Mr. Kumar said that dur-
ing his visit to Deoghar and
Dumka districts, he inte-
racted with BLOs and ex-
uded con�dence that the
SIR in Jharkhand will be
smooth and transparent.
He said that BLOs in Jhark-
hand are ready for the ex-
ercise. 

“Although it has not yet
been announced in Jhark-
hand, the knowledge of the
entire process and the
preparations made by the
BLOs indicate that during
the SIR in the State, the
goal of ensuring that no
eligible Indian citizen is left
out of the electoral roll will
be achieved,” he said.

Mr. Kumar, who was ad-

dressing a dialogue pro-
gramme with BLOs in De-
oghar, said that the EC has
issued new identity cards
to BLOs so that door-to-
door work is smoother and
people do not view them
with suspicion.

“The Election Commis-
sion has now issued identi-
ty cards for BLOs. They
need not face any hesita-
tion during door-to-door
veri�cation,” Mr. Kumar,
accompanied by Jhark-
hand Chief Electoral O�c-
er K. Ravi Kumar, said.

SIR goal is to ensure
no Indian is left out
of voter rolls: CEC
Amit Bhelari
PATNA

A clean
electoral roll is

the foundation of
democracy and booth
level o�cers are the
foundation of such rolls

GYANESH KUMAR
Chief Election Commissioner 

German Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz will visit India
during January 12-13, the
Ministry of External A�airs
announced on Monday.
The visit will begin at Ah-
medabad where Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi will
receive the German leader
on January 12.

“The two leaders will
take stock of the progress
made in diverse aspects of
the India-Germany Strateg-
ic Partnership, which com-
pleted 25 years last year,”
said the Ministry, inform-
ing that the discussion will
cover cooperation in trade
and investment, technolo-
gy exchange, education,
skilling and mobility of
workers. This will be Mr.
Merz’s �rst visit to India. 

The discussion during
Mr. Merz’s visit will include
defence and security is-
sues, the Ministry said.
Against the backdrop of
the ongoing con�ict in Uk-
raine and the U.S. interven-
tion in Venezuela, the visit
will also provide India an
opportunity to exchange
notes on some of the polit-
ical and security challeng-
es before the global
community.

PM to receive
German
Chancellor on
January 12

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Exploring history

On the sidelines: Chief of Army Sta� General Upendra Dwivedi visits the United Arab Emirates Land

Forces Museum in Abu Dhabi on Monday as part of his trip to the West Asian country. @ADGPI/X
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T
he Supreme Court
on Monday denied
bail to activists

Umar Khalid and Sharjeel
Imam even after six years
of jail without trial by rea-
soning that constitutional
guarantees of personal li-
berty and life are not “ab-
solute” or “unregulated”,
but subject to restrictions
on bail under special sta-
tutes such as the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Aravind Kumar held
that neither prolonged
pre-trial incarceration nor
delay in trial was a ground
for automatic grant of bail
under the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act (UA-
PA) if the state has man-
aged to gather material
prima facie showing a de-
liberate, central and de�ni-
tive role of accused per-
sons to commit an act of
terror.

Though �agging pro-
longed pre-trial detention
as a “serious constitutional
concern”, the court said
personal liberty must bow
to Parliament’s wish, ex-
pressed through a special

statute, to limit the court’s
power to grant bail only
upon the satisfaction of
“de�ned statutory thresh-
olds”. The courts cannot
treat such restraints as
“avoidable”.

The court upheld the
restrictions imposed on
bail under Section 43D(5)
of the UAPA. The provision
required an accused to
prove his innocence to get
bail, even before trial has
ever happened. A court
could assume his prima fa-
cie guilt merely by examin-
ing the chargesheet and re-
fuse him bail. 

“When the Parliament
has described a distinct

statutory threshold for
grant of bail and where the
prosecution has placed pri-
ma facie material of delib-
erate action a�ecting the
security of the nation, the
court cannot turn a Nel-
son’s eye on such material
merely because incarcera-
tion is prolonged or liberty
is invoked in the abstract…
Equally, in cases in which
continued incarceration is
not necessary to serve the
legitimate purpose, the
court must not hesitate to
restore the personal liberty
with stringent conditions
to safeguard the larger pu-
blic interest,” Justice Ku-
mar, who authored the

judgment, observed.
Justice Kumar said a

“principled approach”,
not diluted by ideology or
pre-judgment of the case at
hand, must be adopted by
courts to strike a delicate
balance between the per-
sonal liberty of the accused
and the collective security
of the public in UAPA bail
cases. 

‘Right to speedy trial’
Article 21 (right to personal
liberty and life) was central
and seminal to the consti-
tutional scheme, the court
agreed. Its deprivation
must conform to the “pro-
cedure established by
law”. The right to speedy
trial was an important fa-
cet of the guarantee en-
shrined in Article 21. Pre-
trial incarceration cannot
take on a punitive charac-
ter, the court said. 

Nevertheless, Article 21
cannot operate in “isola-
tion of the prevailing law”.
The UAPA was after all a
special statute meant to ad-
dress acts which a�ected
security, integrity, sove-
reignty of the state and sta-
bility of civic life. The res-
trictive conditions of bail
under Section 43D(5) were

a “legislative judgment”
aimed to protect the unity
of the nation. 

Delay in trial cannot be
a “trump card” �ashed by
accused persons to garner
bail. At most, delay was a
“trigger” for heightened
judicial scrutiny of the bail
plea. The outcome of the
judicial examination by the
court must be a “propor-
tional and contextual ba-
lancing of legally relevant
considerations”. These
considerations included
scrutinising the gravity of
the o�ence, the strength of
the prima facie case and
whether continued incar-
ceration was dispropor-
tionate enough to a�ect
the constitutional guaran-
tees under Article 21.

“No constitutional court
can be unmindful of the
gravity of restraining the
personal liberty of a per-
son before guilt is adjudi-
cated, but the Constitution
does not conceive liberty
in isolation. When bail is
sought under a special sta-
tute, the court has to un-
dertake a di�cult and ba-
lancing exercise, conscious
that neither liberty nor se-
curity admits absolutism,”
the court explained.

Delay cannot be used as ‘trump
card’ to secure bail: SC verdict 

The Supreme Court denied bail to activists Umar Khalid and

Sharjeel Imam in the Delhi riots conspiracy case. PTI/ REUTERS

It says constitutional guarantees of personal liberty and life are not ‘absolute’ or ‘unregulated’, but subject to restrictions on

bail under special statutes such as UAPA; court upholds the restrictions imposed on bail under Section 43D(5) of the UAPA

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHIThe Supreme Court’s deci-

sion on Monday to grant or
refuse bail in the Delhi
riots ‘larger conspiracy’
case banked on a ‘hierar-
chy of participation’,
which emerged from the
prosecution case, among
accused who allegedly
played a “central and for-
mative role” and those
who merely followed
orders.

A Bench of Justices Ara-
vind Kumar and N.V. Anja-
ria denied bail to Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam,
repeatedly termed as “al-
leged masterminds” in the
judgment, while granting
freedom to other accused.

The court said the pol-
ice case itself had drawn a
“hierarchy of roles” among
the accused, making it
clear that the petitioners
did not stand on equal
footing as regards
culpability.

The judgment held that
treating all the accused
identically merely because
the case against them aris-
es from the same conspira-
cy would lead to a violation
of Article 21 of the Consti-
tution, which enshrined
the fundamental right to

life and liberty.
“Treating all the ac-

cused identically will risk
transforming pre-trial de-
tention into a punitive me-
chanism divorced from in-
dividual circumstances.
Prolonged custody dispro-
portionately burdens those
whose roles are limited,”
Justice Kumar said.

Prosecution evidence
The prosecution evidence
against Mr. Khalid and Mr.
Imam comprised “direct,
corroborative, and con-
temporaneous evidence”,
including recoveries, digi-
tal communication trails,
and statements indicative
of managerial responsibili-
ty. In contrast, the others’
involvement was associa-
tive or peripheral.

A separate and indivi-
dual assessment of roles

played by the di�erent ac-
cused was essential to de-
cide who deserved to get
bail, the court said. Taking
an individualistic approach
should not be mistaken as
trying to rank culpability,
Justice Kumar clari�ed.

“Where evidentiary
strength varies materially
between accused persons,
the need for continued de-
tention likewise varies. De-
tention that remains neces-
sary to secure ongoing
prosecutorial objectives
for the principal o�enders
may not retain the same
necessity for those of limit-
ed attribution,” the court
noted.

“The logic of detention
cannot be applied homo-
genously when the risk
pro�les of the accused are
markedly dissimilar,” the
court reasoned.

SC banks on ‘hierarchy of
participation’ to grant bail
to other accused in case 
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday interpreted that
an “act of terror” under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) is
not limited to the �nal
�ourish of violence but the
build-up to it too.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Arvind Kumar, in its
judgment on the bail pleas
�led by the accused in the
Delhi riots “larger conspi-
racy” case, referred to Sec-
tion 15(1)(a) of the 1967 Act
to note the residuary
phrase of “by another
means” while de�ning acts
of terror using “bombs, dy-
namite or other explosive
substances or in�ammable
substances or �rearms or
other lethal weapons or
poisonous or noxious gas-
es or other chemicals or by
any other substances
(whether biological ra-
dioactive, nuclear or other-
wise) of a hazardous na-

ture…” The statutory
intent, the court said, was
not to limit the de�nition
of terror to the use of wea-
pons. 

“Con�ning Section 15
[terrorist act] to only con-
ventional modes of vio-
lence will be to unduly nar-
row its ambit contrary to
plain language,” Justice Ku-
mar said.

Petitioners arguments
One of the arguments
raised by the petitioners in
the riots case was that they
did not participate in the
actual acts of violence in
February 2020. The Delhi
Police had argued that they
had conspired for a “re-
gime change” through an
armed rebellion and dis-

ruption of supply of essen-
tial commodities, amount-
ing to “terrorist act” under
the UAPA.

The court said a “terro-
rist act” under the UAPA
extended to disruption of
essential supplies leading
to economic insecurity
and destabilisation of civic
life even if violence was not
committed in the process.

The o�ences covered
under the UAPA go beyond
the ordinary o�ences and
a�ect the security and inte-
grity of the nation, Justice
Kumar said. A terrorist act
is not an isolated, solitary
and �nal act; it was the cul-
mination of “organised,
sustained and conspirato-
rial activities unfolding ov-
er time”.

The court reasoned that
getting bail under Section
43D(5) of the UAPA was
more stringent than in any
other ordinary criminal
laws solely due to the dis-
tinctive nature of the of-
fences under the Act. 

A ‘terrorist act’ is not just
�nale, but culmination of
conspiratorial activities: SC 
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The o�ences covered
under the UAPA
a�ect the security
and integrity of the
nation, it says 

Soon after the Supreme
Court denied him bail in a
larger conspiracy case re-
lated to the 2020 Delhi
riots, activist and former
JNU student Umar Khalid
said that he is happy for
others who got bail.

Speaking to his partner
Banojyotsna Lahiri over
phone from Tihar jail, Mr.
Khalid said he is relieved
for those who will now be
out of prison. “I am really
happy for the others, who
got bail! So relieved,” he
said. “I’ll come tomorrow
for mulaqat (meeting),”
Ms. Lahiri replied. “Good
good, aa jana. Ab yahi zin-
dagi hai (good, do come.
This is life now),” she post-
ed on X quoting her
partner.

Mr. Khalid’s father,
S.Q.R. Ilyas, who was on
the court premises,
termed the judgment “un-
fortunate”. “The judgment
is out, I have nothing more
to say,” he said.

Mr. Khalid’s acquain-

tance said his parents re-
mained con�ned to home
on Monday and hardly
spoke with anyone. “He
just came out on bail for
his sister’s wedding. The
family was happy. But the
decision of the SC for not
allowing him to apply for
bail for another one year is

injustice for them,” said a
close friend.

Meanwhile, family
members of activists who
were granted bail ex-
pressed hope that Mr. Kha-
lid and Sharjeel Imam
would also be released
soon. Activist Shadab Ah-
mad’s father, Shamshad

Ahmad, said they had full
faith in the judiciary after
his son got bail.

“Umar and Sharjeel are
also our children. We are
sad they have not been
granted bail. They will also
get bail sooner or later,” he
added.
(With PTI inputs)

Happy for others who got bail; jail 
is life now, says Umar after verdict 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Opposition leaders on
Monday raised questions
over the Supreme Court
denying bail to activists
Umar Khalid and Sharjeel
Imam in the 2020 Delhi
riots conspiracy case,
while pointing out that
rape convict Dera Sacha
Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram
Rahim has been repeatedly
granted parole.

In a post on X, Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist)
general secretary M.A. Ba-
by said the court’s decision
was shocking. “The court’s
statement that ‘continued
detention has not crossed
constitutional impermissi-
bility to override the statu-
tory embargo as against
them’ is a travesty of jus-
tice. Is languishing in jail
for �ve years, without any
possibility of trial starting,
not a violation of the fun-
damental right to life and
liberty?” he asked.

‘Repressive tactics’
Mr. Baby said this ruling ef-
fectively enabled the BJP
government’s “repressive
tactics of targeting voices
of dissent”.

“At the same time, con-
victed rapist Gurmeet Ram
Rahim Singh walked out of
jail today on his 15th parole
since his conviction in
2017. This is shameful and
unacceptable!” he added.

Taking to X, CPI(M) Ra-
jya Sabha member John
Brittas said the principle
that “bail is the rule, jail
the exception” clearly does
not apply when it comes to
certain individuals.

Communist Party of In-
dia general secretary D. Ra-
ja said more than �ve years
in jail without a trial is not
justice, it is punishment
without adjudication. He
said the denial of bail ex-
posed a disturbing double
standard in the country’s
criminal justice system.

RJD MP Manoj Jha said,
“This raises troubling
questions about how much
incarceration must be en-
dured before constitution-
al protections are activated
and achieved.”

‘Shocking
order raises
troubling
questions’ 

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
on Monday welcomed the
Supreme Court’s decision
to turn down the bail pleas
of Umar Khalid and Shar-
jeel Imam in the 2020 Del-
hi riots conspiracy case,
and highlighted the court’s
observation that the prose-
cution material disclosed a
prima facie allegation
against them. 

At a press conference,
BJP spokesperson Shehzad
Poonawalla asked if the
Congress, Samajwadi Par-
ty, Trinamool Congress,
and Aam Aadmi Party
would apologise to the fa-
milies whose members
were killed in the riots.

“Today, an important
decision has come from

the Supreme Court on this
very issue, and after this
decision, the so-called
tukde-tukde gang in the
country is feeling deep sor-
row and pain,” he said, ad-
ding that letters and re-
marks of sympathy were
coming from abroad for
the accused.

“The court further said

that this case stands on a
qualitatively di�erent le-
vel, meaning it is not an or-
dinary crime, but an ex-
tremely serious o�ence
akin to breaking the coun-
try into pieces, and should
be viewed from that per-
spective,” Mr. Poonawalla
said.

He said the entire epi-
sode was an example of
the biggest industry of “an-
ti-Hindu” sentiment and
the vote-bank factor. 

“The riots that took
place in Delhi were neither
spontaneous nor organic,
but were completely spon-
sored and organised.
There was a clear intent
behind them, as has been
seen in several countries in
recent years, and for which
leaders of parties like the
Congress and the Samajwa-

di Party openly or covertly
o�er prayers and supplica-
tions, hoping for a violent
overthrow of power,” he al-
leged. 

“Tahir Hussain, from
whose house petrol bombs
and other objectionable
materials were recovered,
was a leader of the Aam
Aadmi Party and was con-
sidered close to Arvind Kej-
riwal. In fact, AAP MP San-
jay Singh had held a press
conference, and said that
Tahir Hussain was being
framed because he was a
Muslim. In such a situa-
tion, this question also ar-
ises for the Aam Aadmi
Party as to whether such
rioters, terrorists, and ele-
ments with a jihadi mind-
set were being given pro-
tection solely because of
the ‘M’ factor,” he said.

BJP welcomes SC decision rejecting bail
pleas of Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Shehzad Poonawalla

The Jawaharlal Nehru Un-
iversity Teachers’ Associa-
tion ( JNUTA) on Monday
recalled the “barbarous as-
sault” on students and fa-
culty six years ago on the
day on the campus.

The association, in a
statement, said the identi-
ties of those who carried
out the mob attack with
rods and stones, and those
who backed them, remain
“masked” even today. 

It said the veritable non-
action against the assaul-
ters re�ected not just in-
competence but “complici-
ty” on the part of the JNU
administration and the

Delhi Police. It accused the
authorities of being lenient
towards those involved in
criminal activity while
abusing power to “oppress
the innocent and suppress
their voice.” It said the mo-
ment was made more poig-

nant as two former stu-
dents — Umar Khalid,
Sharjeel Imam — were
again denied bail. The at-
tackers are “neither un-
known, nor will they be
forgotten,” Surajit Majum-
dar, president, JNUTA said.

People behind mob rampage
in JNU still unknown, at large,
says Teachers’ Association
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

A file photo of a candle light vigil being held in the college campus

remembering the JNU violence in New Delhi. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR
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Perumal took avatar as Nrisimha in order to vanquish Hi-
ranyakashyap, who misused his yogic powers. After com-
pleting His mission, Nrisimha continues to help ordinary
devotees by helping them gain clarity and gnana, said Ti-
rukkudanthai Dr. Venkatesh.

In Treta Yuga, Mareecha Muni had prescience that Pe-
rumal would be o�ering a darshan to saint Atri, who had
undertaken severe penance, and shares the news with
saint Vikatan, grandson of sage Kapila. As foreseen, one
morning at the end of the autumn season, Atri suddenly
heard divine music outside. When he stepped out, he
found �owers strewn everywhere. Garuda and Adisesha
heralded the arrival of a dark-hued �gure, whose eyes
were like a lotus. He held the divine conch and discus. The
heavenly vision was none other than Lord Nrisimha (not
in the ugra posture, but with a smiling visage), and Atri
spontaneously broke into a sloka. A smiling Nrisimha said,
“I know what is on your mind. Like a mother happy to give
a child what it wants, you too may articulate your wishes.”

Sage Atri surrendered to Nrisimha and sought moksha
for himself, sage Vikatan, and a friend who went by the
name Jaali. Nrisimha granted the sage his wishes and ad-
ded that He would be residing permanently in Tiruallikeni
(in present day Chennai). A stunned Atri demanded to
know why He wanted to reside there permanently. Nrisim-
ha replied that living in Kali Yuga, people lacked clarity
and allowed confusion to cloud their vision. He would be
ever-present to o�er them gnanam and a crystal-clear
mind. Nrisimha is the ‘loka’ guru, o�ering guidance to de-
votees. That is why he is called Thelliya Singar.

Nrisimha’s residency

FAITH
�

A 22-year-old man was arrested on Monday for
allegedly sexually assaulting and then hacking to
death an 11-year-old girl in Narayanpur area of
Chhattisgarh, the police said. The girl went
missing on December 31, and her partially
disrobed body was found on Sunday, said
Superintendent of Police (Narayanpur) Robinson
Guria. The accused, Sanju Kumeti, a family
acquaintance of the victim, regularly visited her
house, Mr. Guria said. During investigation, Mr.
Kumeti confessed to his crime. He told the police
that after the sexual assault, he feared that the girl
would tell everyone about the act and decided to
kill her, Mr. Guria added. The accused was
booked under relevant Sections of the BNS. 

11-year-old sexually assaulted
and murdered in Chhattisgarh

The Gujarat government has suspended former
District Collector of Surendranagar
Rajendrakumar Patel following his arrest by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) in a bribery-linked
money laundering case, o�cials said on Monday.
Mr. Patel, a 2015-batch IAS o�cer, was arrested
by the ED on January 2. A special court under the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act remanded
him in the agency’s custody till January 7. Mr.
Patel �xed bribe rates ranging between ₹5 and
₹10 per square metre for granting approvals for
change of land use, the ED has alleged. 

Gujarat govt. suspends IAS
o�cer arrested in graft case

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 
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�
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Solve this puzzle online and 
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Across

8 Artiste rejecting basically shining fancy costume (6)

9 Investigation of lock-up fencing ended (8)

11 Continuing review of private record with a lecturer (9)

12 Picture that is shared by periodical (5)

13 Duplicate papers with a client abroad (9)

16 Search some baroque style (5)

17 Press counter jamming street left in one side of passage (7)

19 Perhaps triblet is delicate (7)

21 Idea to finish o� each incomplete market place (5)

22 Except first boy crowd stopping every individual nearby (9)

24 Relative value of collaboration (5)

25 Verification returned including large network in diagram of
building (5,4)

27 Promises to carry skirts of toile and top (8)

28 Tough stain outside old building at the top (6)

Down

1 Arrived shortly followed by personal assistant to get gin cocktail
for champion (8)

2 Look around very fast (6)

3 Cereal label-date missing (4)

4 Rob flipping gadget (4)

5 Abandoned liberal squire in hot desert (10)

6 Cleared area kept for bird (8)

7 Join church workers on time (6)

10 Flyer arranging crucial seminar finally (8)

14 Clay creator mixed with dry ceramic essentially (10)

15 The French brother leading a party with rector in Canadian
province (8)

18 Surprised celebrity at last met the Spanish upcoming director
(8)

20 With son leaving western town, heading o� forever (8)

21 Expression of Republican entering stage (6)

23 Heard couple of bovines or bird? (6)

25 Support king to divide (4)

26 Patriots controlling chaos (4)

14684

SCAN TO PLAY

D
efence Minister
Rajnath Singh
commissioned the

Indian Coast Guard Ship
ICGS Samudra Pratap, the
�rst of two indigenously
designed pollution control
vessels (PCVs) for the In-
dian Coast Guard (ICG), in
Goa on Monday. The Minis-
ter described the ship,
built with over 60% indige-
nous content, as a symbol
of India’s maturing de-
fence industrial
ecosystem.

The vessel was built by
Goa Shipyard Limited
(GSL). The Defence Minis-
try said Samudra Pratap is
India’s �rst homegrown
pollution control vessel
and the largest ship in the
Coast Guard’s �eet so far.
Its induction substantially
enhances the ICG’s capa-
bility in pollution res-
ponse, �re-�ghting, mari-
time safety, environmental
protection, and extended
surveillance across the
country’s vast maritime
zones.

Commissioning the

ship, Mr. Singh reiterated
the government’s goal to
increase indigenous con-
tent in warships to 90%.
He said the vessel integrat-
ed multiple roles on a sin-
gle platform, making it ef-
fective not only for
pollution control but also
for coastal patrol and mar-
itime security in today’s
complex maritime
environment.

The ship is equipped
with advanced pollution
detection systems, special-

ised pollution response
boats, modern �re�ghting
equipment, and aviation
facilities including a heli-
copter hangar, enabling
greater operational reach
even in rough sea condi-
tions. 

Protecting marine life
Mr. Singh noted that these
capabilities would ensure
rapid detection and con-
tainment of pollution inci-
dents, helping protect co-
ral reefs, mangroves,

�sheries, and marine bio-
diversity, directly support-
ing coastal communities
and the blue economy. Em-
phasising that marine envi-
ronmental protection is
both a strategic necessity
and a moral responsibility,
the Defence Minister
praised the ICG’s role in oil
spill response, maritime
law enforcement, and
coastal cleanliness. 

Women o�cers
In a notable �rst, Samudra
Pratap will have two wo-
men o�cers aboard. Mr.
Singh hailed it as a proud
step towards a more inclu-
sive and gender-neutral
Coast Guard, highlighting
the growing role of women
in frontline maritime
operations.

Rea�rming the govern-
ment’s commitment to
modernising the ICG, he
stressed the need for an in-
telligence-driven and inte-
gration-centric force to ad-
dress emerging
technology-led threats. He
expressed con�dence that
Samudra Pratap will signif-
icantly strengthen India’s
maritime governance.

Coast Guard adds pollution
control vessel to its �eet

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh during the commissioning of Indian

Coast Guard Ship Samudra Pratap in Goa on Monday. ANI

Samudra Pratap, built with over 60% indigenous content, will substantially enhance the Coast

Guard’s capability in �re-�ghting, maritime safety, environmental protection, and surveillance

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

A satellite audit had proved
that 31.8% of the Aravalli
range was under ecological
risk after the recent classi�-
cation by the Centre �xing
the height of hills at 100
metres for legal protection,
a people-driven conserva-
tion collective said here on
Monday. The group de-
manded a complete ban on
mining in the Aravalli hills.

The Supreme Court had
earlier put its directions
concerning the de�nition
of the Aravalli hills in
abeyance. 

Expressing concern ov-
er the government’s ap-
proach to the country’s ol-
dest mountain chain,
climate scientist Sudhan-
shu said the independent
forensic analysis of Araval-
lis’ geography was con-
ducted using satellite data
and the Bristol Forest and
Buildings Removed Coper-
nicus Digital Elevation Mo-
del (FABDEM).

“Our analysis has con-
�rmed that 31.8% of the to-
tal hill area falls below the
arbitrary threshold of 100
metres. These areas, com-
prising ecologically vital
hills and ridges, are now ef-

fectively stripped of legal
protection,” he said.

While the Centre’s �-
gure of 0.19% as the a�ect-
ed area ignored the geolog-
ical reality of the range, the
low-elevation zones were
not wasteland, according
to the group’s �ndings.
These regions were the
primary water recharge
zones and dust barriers for
30 crore people. Mr. Sud-
hanshu said the group’s
study had identi�ed criti-
cal gaps in the unprotected
hills, where the Thar Des-
ert was already expanding. 

The group demanded
that the entire Aravalli
range be declared a “fully
protected zone” with the
abolition of any kind of dis-
tinction between “hills”
and “mountains” based on
height. “All forms of min-
ing should be completely
prohibited immediately,
with the only exception
for... rare earth minerals
critical for strategic use,” it
said.

31.8% of Aravalli hills
at risk after Centre’s
de�nition, says group 
The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

The Centre’s �gure 
of 0.19% as the
a�ected area ignored
geological reality, the
group further said

The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to enter-
tain a plea seeking direc-
tions to restrain Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi from
o�ering a ceremonial ‘cha-
dar’ at the Ajmer Sharif
Dargah, saying the issue is
not justiciable.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Surya Kant and Justice Joy-
malya Bagchi declined the
plea, which also chal-
lenged the extension of
state-sponsored ceremo-
nial honour and symbolic
recognition to Islamic
scholar Khwaja Moinuddin
Chishti and to the Ajmer
Dargah by the Union go-
vernment and its
instrumentalities.

Practice since 1947
Advocate Barun Sinha, ap-
pearing for petitioner Jiten-
der Singh and others, sub-
mitted that the practice of
the prime minister o�ering
a ‘chadar’ at the Ajmer Dar-
gah of Moinuddin Chishti,

initiated by Jawaharlal
Nehru in 1947, has conti-
nued since without any le-
gal or constitutional basis.

Mr. Sinha said a civil suit
was pending in the trial
court on the claim that the
dargah was built over the
ruins of a Shiva temple.
The top court clari�ed that
the dismissal of the writ
petition would a�ect the
pending civil suit. 

“You go and seek appro-
priate relief in the civil
suit,” CJI Kant said.

SC refuses to hear
plea against PM
o�ering ‘chadar’

The Bench of Chief Justice of

India Surya Kant said the issue

was not justiciable. PTI 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A month after she was
brought back to India from
Bangladesh following a Su-
preme Court order, Su-
nali Khatun, a resident of
Birbhum district in West
Bengal, gave birth to a ba-
by boy on Monday.

Ms. Khatun, her hus-
band, and their minor son
had been pushed into the
neighbouring country in
June, along with Sweety Bi-
bi and her two sons, after
they were accused of being
Bangladeshi nationals. 

On December 3, the Su-
preme Court directed the
Centre to repatriate Ms.
Khatun, who was in an ad-
vanced state of pregnancy,
and her minor son. They
were brought back on De-
cember 5. Her husband
and three others continue
to be in Bangladesh.

‘Triumph of humanity’
Trinamool Congress na-
tional general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee called
the birth a “triumph of hu-

manity”. “I am genuinely
heartened to learn that Su-
nali Khatun has given birth
to a healthy baby boy at
Rampurhat Medical Col-
lege, Birbhum,” Mr. Baner-
jee said in a post on X. 

The Trinamool MP also
spoke about how Ms. Kha-
tun was “falsely accused”
of being a Bangladeshi na-
tional and was pushed into
Bangladesh.

Ms. Khatun and her fa-
mily members had shared
their worry that if she gave
birth in Bangladesh, the
child may lose claim over
its Indian citizenship. The
plight of the members of

the two families came into
focus days after the alleged
“pushback” as they re-
leased a video message
urging West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
to bring them back from
Bangladesh. 

Speaking about the or-
deal faced by Ms. Khatun,
Mr. Banerjee said: “Her or-
deal was a violation of dig-
nity that no citizen, least of
all a pregnant mother,
should ever be forced to
endure. ” 

He also added that he
will meet Ms. Khatun dur-
ing his visit to Birbhum on
Tuesday.

Woman brought back from
Bangladesh gives birth 
Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

Homecoming: Sunali Khatun was accused of being a Bangladeshi

national and was forcibly deported. PTI

India on Monday urged its
nationals to avoid non-es-
sential travel to Iran as the
country has been rocked
by a wave of protests over
in�ation and currency de-
valuation. The Centre also
advised Indian citizens in
Iran to exercise due cau-
tion and avoid travelling to
areas witnessing protests
or demonstrations.

“In view of recent deve-
lopments, Indian nationals
are advised to avoid non-
essential travel to the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran until
further notice,” the Minis-
try of External A�airs
(MEA) said.

“Indian citizens and
PIOs (Persons of Indian
Origin), currently in Iran,
should exercise due cau-
tion, avoid areas of prot-
ests or demonstrations,
and closely monitor news
as well as the website and
social media handles of the
embassy of India in Teh-
ran,” it said.

Refrain from
non-essential
travel to Iran,
says Ministry 

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India has introduced an e-Production Investment
Business Visa called e-B-4 Visa that Chinese
businessmen can apply for to travel to India for
speci�c business activities, including installation
and commissioning of equipment. A latest
advisory on the Indian Embassy website here
said the e-B-4 Visa, which was introduced on
January 1, can be applied for online without
visiting the embassy or agents. The new visa is
introduced in view of the growing demand for
business visas to travel to India. It will be issued
in about 45 to 50 days, with permission to stay in
India for up to six months. PTI

India launches new e-Business
visa for Chinese nationals

INBRIEF
�

Hundreds of doctors in government hospitals
and medical facilities across Odisha boycotted
outpatient (OPD) services for two hours from 9
a.m. to 11 a.m. on Monday , demanding salaries
based on the Central pay structure. Patient care
was a�ected, and the situation could worsen if
the government fails to address our charter of
demands, the Odisha Medical Services
Association (OMSA) has warned. Over 6,000
doctors at 32 hospitals in district headquarters,
300 community health centres, and other
primary health centres are taking part in the
doctors’ strike. The OMSA president said the
association’s Central Executive Committee would
meet on January 15 to assess their protest. 

Odisha doctors boycott OPD
to demand Central pay scale
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QUESTION 1

While the Julian calendar included a
leap day once every four years, it was
not the first calendar to have such a
system. For example, the Roman
system that it replaced included a
month called X once every two or
three years. What is X? In Latin it
means ‘work month’.
X

QUESTION 2

Julius Caesar, who instituted the
Julian calendar by a decree on
January 1 of 45 BC, consulted the
Alexandrian astronomer _________
when reforming the Roman calendar
in order to base the new calendar on
the solar year rather than on the
variable lunar Roman system. Fill in
the blank.

X

QUESTION 3

Which specific astronomical cycle was
the Julian calendar attempting to
approximate? This was so that
calendar dates would stay aligned with
the seasons instead of drifting through
the year, thus also keeping the sun’s
equinoxes and solstices on the same
dates.

X

QUESTION 4

In 46 BC, the Julian calendar reform
realigned the Roman calendar with the
seasons in 46 BC by creating a “____
__ _________”. This transitory period
was e�ectively a 445-day long civil
year that included two extraordinary
months between November and
December. Fill in the blanks.

X

QUESTION 5

What is the di�erence in the length of

the average year between the Julian
and the Gregorian calendars (in
number of days)? Pope Gregory XIII
instituted the Gregorian calendar in
1582, via the papal bull ‘Inter
gravissimas’.

Answers to January 1 quiz:

1. Traits influenced by thousands of
genetic variants – Ans: Polygenic

2. Condition in which single genes can
a�ect many traits – Ans: Pleiotropy

3. Condition of having only one copy of
a gene – Ans: Heterozygous

4. Statistical concept explaining
children’s lower extreme scores – Ans:

Regression to the mean

5. Phenomenon to explain di�erences
despite identical DNA – Ans:

Epigenetics

Visual: Franz Boas

First contact: K.N. Viswanathan |
Ugrasen Bachhor | Surojit Pal | Basit
Altaf

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

A millennia-old calendar system

X

Visual: Identify this Roman deity associated with gates and transitions, and
identified as the tutelary deity of January. MARIE-LAN NGUYEN (CC BY) 

Please send in your answers to 

science@thehindu.co.in

Prathmesh Kher

I
n the predawn darkness, a team of
scientists climbs the slope of
Mexico’s Popocatépetl volcano, one

of the world’s most active. Its mission:
�gure out what is happening under the
crater.

Most of the world’s volcanoes that pose
a risk to humans already have detailed
maps of their interiors, but not
Popocatépetl, despite the fact that some
25 million people live within a 100-km
radius and houses, schools, hospitals and
�ve airports could be a�ected by an
eruption.

Other scientists took some early images
15 years ago, but they showed
contradictory results and did not have
su�cient resolution to see where the
magma gathered, Marco Calò, professor
in the Mexico National Autonomous
University Geophysics Institute’s
volcanology department, said.

For �ve years, the group from Mexico,
led by Calò, has climbed the volcano with
kilograms of equipment, risking data loss
due to bad weather or a volcanic
explosion. Now, the team has created the
�rst three-dimensional image of the
5,452-m volcano’s interior, which tells
them where the magma accumulates and
will help them better understand its
activity, and, eventually, help authorities
better react to eruptions.

Inside an active volcano, everything is
moving: the rocks, magma, gas and
aquifers. It all generates seismic signals.
The seismographs among the group’s
tools measure vibrations in the ground
100 times per second and generate data
that a researcher processes using arti�cial
intelligence.

Little by little the scientists began to
infer what kinds of material were where,
in what state, at what temperature and at
what depth. The map that emerged was
far more complex than the drawings of
volcanoes most saw in school, with a
main vent connecting a chamber of
magma with the surface.

This �rst three-dimensional
cross-sectional image goes 18 km below
the crater and shows what appear to be
various pools of magma at di�erent
depths, with rock or other material
between them and more numerous
towards the southeast of the crater.

Popocatépetl emerged in the crater of
other volcanoes in its current form more
than 20,000 years ago and has been
active since 1994, spewing plumes of
smoke, gas and ash more or less daily.
The activity periodically forms a dome
over the main vent, which eventually
collapses, causing an eruption. The last
was in 2023. After hours of walking up the
volcano’s �ank, Calò’s team sets up camp
in a pine grove at about 3,810 m altitude,
an apparent safe spot from pyroclastic
explosions.

Having direct knowledge of the volcano
provides a much more objective sense of
the limits of their analysis, Calò said.

“We have a natural laboratory here.”
It’s “very important to be able to
understand and give residents detailed,
trustworthy information about what is
happening inside the volcano.”

Digging up one of the last seismic
stations, Calò’s face falls. The last
registered data are from months earlier.
The battery died. Sometimes rats chew
the machines’ wires or an explosion
causes more serious damage.

The project has yielded some
certainties and if repeated will allow the
analysis of changes that eventually will
help authorities make better decisions
when eruptions occur.

Scientists obtain
�rst 3D images
from inside 
major volcano

Scientists on the slopes of Popocatépetl volcano
in Mexico. AP 

This �rst 3D image goes 18 km
below the crater and shows what
appear to be pools of magma
with rock between them, and are
more numerous towards the
southeast of the crater

Associated Press

T
he hydrogen molecule H2 is the
simplest stable molecule, with
two protons and two electrons
bound together. Scientists have

studied it for more than a century
because it’s small enough that theory can
try to predict its behaviour from basic
physics, yet it’s rich enough to include
many features found in larger molecules.

This said, after all this time, can
scientists predict H2’s energy levels so
accurately that the predictions match
with today’s best measurements?

Four challenges
An experimental technique called
spectroscopy can measure the distances
between the di�erent possible energy
levels of H2 by observing which
frequencies of light the molecule can
absorb or emit. Modern setups can
measure some of these gaps with a
relative accuracy of about one part in 100
billion. At this precision, experiments are
sensitive not only to the main predictions
of quantum mechanics but also to
extremely small e�ects due to quantum
electrodynamics (QED). QED is the theory
of how charged particles like electrons
interact with electromagnetic �elds.

A calculation that tries to predict the
e�ects of quantum mechanics as well as
QED e�ects has to get many things right at
once. According to a new study by
researchers from Poland, there are four
big challenges. First, the two electrons in
H2 a�ect each other strongly, so the
calculation must capture their
togetherness, or what physicists call
correlation. Second, the nuclei don’t sit
still: the electrons and the nuclei (the
clumps of protons) in�uence each others’
motions. Third, the electrons move fast
enough that the special theory of
relativity makes a small but measurable
di�erence to their energy. Fourth, there
are smaller QED e�ects that are
measurable with today’s instruments.

Full monty
Over the last decade, experiments have
improved dramatically. Earlier, theory
and experiment would agree to within
about 10 MHz of each other; newer
measurements can reach accuracies of
the order of 10 kHz. In these experiments,
scientists measure the frequency of light
that H2 absorbs or emits when it jumps
between two speci�c energy levels. The
frequency of that light equals the energy
di�erence between the levels (divided by
Planck’s constant). So 10 MHz and 10 kHz
refer to the uncertainty in the measured
transition frequency, i.e. how precisely
scientists know the di�erence between
two energy levels.

But when measurements got that good,
scientists realised that some theoretical
predictions were o� by several MHz.
According to the authors of the new
study, from the University of Warsaw and
the Adam Mickiewicz University, the
scientists suspected one particular
reason: the older calculations didn’t
completely account for recoil e�ects
inside the relativistic and QED parts of the
theory. ‘Recoil’ here refers to the nuclei
having a �nite mass and responding to the
electrons, in slight ways. 

Ignoring that response could shift the
predicted frequency by very small, yet
nonzero, amounts — and which matter at

today’s precision.
To catch up, the new study’s authors

skipped a common shortcut in molecular
physics: the Born-Oppenheimer
approximation. It assumes the nuclei to
be almost �xed while the electrons move,
allowing physicists to ignore the e�ects of
the nuclei’s small movements. The
authors instead solved the Schrödinger
equation for H2, treating the two electrons
and two protons together, without using
the Born-Oppenheimer approximation.
This is called the direct nonadiabatic
approach.

Computationally intensive
The Schrödinger equation is the basic rule
in quantum mechanics that says how a
quantum system behaves. Put di�erently,
it’s an important mathematical statement
that accepts as its inputs which particles
and forces are present and spits out
which energy levels and quantum states
are possible.

If that sounds simple, the truth is that
solving the Schrödinger equation for four
particles at once is extremely di�cult
(which is one of the reasons Max Born
and J. Robert Oppenheimer came up with
their approximation). The whole
four-particle system has a single
wavefunction, a kind of mathematical
master description that physicists use to
predict where the particles are likely to be
found. And it depends on the positions of
two electrons and two protons
simultaneously. That means it lives in a
very high-dimensional space and
physicists need lots of computing power
to represent it accurately.

Each particle also interacts with all the
others: electrons and protons attract,
electron and electron repel, proton and
proton repel. As a result physicists can’t
cleanly split the problem into ‘the part
with the electrons’ and the ‘part with the

protons’. In this picture, without the
Born-Oppenheimer approximation,
physicists must handle electronic motion
and nuclear motion together from the
start, which is also computationally
demanding.

Finally, the goal here was to predict the
light’s frequencies with a precision of
under 1 MHz. That means the calculation
couldn’t skip subtle details of the
wavefunction, especially in regions where
the particles got close.

Exponential functions
To deal with these challenges, the authors
used a special kind of wavefunction. A
wavefunction is “good” if it can do a good
job of describing the stronger attraction
when an electron is closer to a proton, the
stronger repulsion when two electrons
are closer to each other, and the
electrons’ situation depending on how
close the protons are to each other. The
team’s special wavefunction thus used
exponential functions. These functions
are designed to describe things that
change quickly with distance.

For example, an electron’s “in�uence”
around a nucleus tends to be much
stronger nearby and drops o� as it gets
farther away. Exponential functions can
naturally describe this sort of behaviour.

After calculating a very accurate
‘baseline’ energy from quantum

mechanics, the authors then made
smaller adjustments due to the special
theory of relativity and QED.

Exam for physics to pass
Finally the authors reported their results
in two ways. One was the dissociation
energy, the energy required to split one
H2 molecule into two separate hydrogen
atoms. The authors reported the
dissociation energy at the lowest
rotational and vibrational states of H2 in
its ground electronic state with a relative
accuracy of 7 × 10-10. Second, they
predicted the frequency corresponding to
the gap in energy between these states
with a relative accuracy of about 3 × 10-9.

Next, they compared their theoretical
predictions to nine recent measurements
of these energy levels and found they
agreed almost perfectly.

Their �ndings were published in the
Journal of Chemical Theory and
Computation on December 5.

Reaching this level of accuracy is
important for physicists to test QED in
molecular systems and to interpret any
future mismatch as a possible sign of an
unknown force rather than as a gap in the
existing theory. 

The study’s authors also pointed to the
next bottleneck: further progress for
excited states will require fully
nonadiabatic calculations of some
especially di�cult QED ingredients.

More broadly, thanks to the new work,
the H2 molecule is now an ‘exam’ that
fundamental physics has to pass because
experiments and the theory now agree at
a level such that any disagreements
between them, if any, would have to be
extraordinarily small. And physicists
developing new theories predicated on
such disagreements also have to come up
with ways to identify them.

mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in

Hydrogen ‘tests’ basic physics more
precisely after tough theory update
Modern techniques can measure gaps between di�erent energy levels of the H2 molecule with an accuracy of about one part in a 100 billion; the

question is whether the theories used to ‘calculate’ these energy levels match what experiments have found, and these calculations are very di�cult

The Hubble Space Telescope’s shot of IRAS 14568-6304, a young star cloaked in a haze of gas and dust. It appears to be embedded in a swoosh of dark sky,
which is the Circinus molecular cloud. Most of the gas in this cloud is hydrogen. ESA/HUBBLE & NASA 

Vasudevan Mukunth

Thanks to the new work, the H2
molecule is now an ‘exam’ that
fundamental physics has to pass
because experiments and the
theory now agree at a level such
that any disagreements between
them, if any, would have to be
extraordinarily small
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T
he generative arti�cial intelligence (AI)
chatbot Grok developed by social media
platform X, formerly Twitter, has a sordid

but compelling unique service proposition: it
avoids the kinds of safeguards, both commonsen-
sical and cautious, that other large �rms such as
OpenAI and Google have instituted in their large
language models. This laissez parler attitude has
resulted in novelties, such as the chatbot freely
insulting national politicians and celebrities alike.
But a speci�c behaviour that has come to light in
recent days is alarming: Grok has been respond-
ing to user requests to non-consensually generate
sexually suggestive and explicit images of wo-
men. Days after New Year’s eve, when such re-
quests crowded Grok’s X account, the behaviour
continues, in spite of stunned reactions and de-
mands for guard rails from India and France. In
response to calls for accountability, X’s billionaire
owner Elon Musk has responded not with reassu-
rances, but with a joking request for the chatbot
to dress him skimpily too, as though doing so to
oneself and subjecting strangers to such a crime
— for it is a crime to create imagery like this —
were in any way comparable. Mr. Musk’s other
corporate entities have chimed in with jokes of
their own, dismissing the gravity of the public-
facing capabilities they have put in the hands of
users.

The Union government has rightly demanded
that X cease image generation of this kind, and
pointedly referred to the criminal nature of gen-
erating sexually explicit imagery of women in this
manner. On top of the viscerally provocative na-
ture of such patently criminal content, Grok has
added to the overall hostility of being a gender
minority on the Internet. There are aspects of
this where neither the government nor social me-
dia platforms have inspired much con�dence,
with sexual violence and death threats to promi-
nent and outspoken women transpiring with im-
punity in both cyberspace and the real world. X’s
impunity rests on an assumption that the geopol-
itical power of the United States, especially under
its current government, will protect it from any
serious blowback for its cruel handling of such
sensitive matters. Even as the government push-
es back against the social media platform — which
it has not necessarily done with virtuous aims in
the past — it must vigorously push for the prose-
cution of people who encourage the public crea-
tion and circulation of non-consensual intimate
imagery. The easy proliferation of these tools
must not be coupled with a fearlessness to lever-
age their worst capabilities, and this must be
made clear by making an example of those who
do.

O� the guard rails
Those abusing an AI model’s capabilities

with illegal requests must face action 

U
sing the terms of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA), the Supreme
Court of India has grouped the accused in

the Delhi riots case of 2020 based on their ‘hie-
rarchy of participation’, denying bail for Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam while granting it under
strict conditions to the other �ve appellants, Gul-
�sha Fatima, Meeran Haider, Shifa-ur-Rehman,
Mohd. Saleem Khan, and Shadab Ahmed. The
Court emphasised Section 43D(5) of the Act,
which only requires courts to assess whether the
accusations are prima facie true, and thus reject-
ed the defence of prolonged incarceration and
narrowed Khalid’s and Imam’s options. The pro-
secution has always alleged that the riots were
the result of a plan allegedly coordinated in prot-
est networks and WhatsApp groups. People rou-
tinely plan protests on messaging apps and that is
not inherently suspicious. But the state has per-
suaded the Court that the articles of organisation
are evidence of a terroristic design. However, the
Court has treated “terrorist acts” under Section
15 as being able to cover more than overt vio-
lence, including threatening to disrupt services,
an interpretation that could have a chilling e�ect
by emboldening governments to use stringent
preventive detention under UAPA and, in politi-
cal cases, to normalise the pursuit of prolonged
incarceration without trial.

The Court using its ‘hierarchy of participation’
as the basis to relieve all but two people is unfair
when the evidence to establish it has yet to be
tested in court. Khalid and Imam were arrested
as young men and have now spent �ve years in
custody. The passage of time weighs more heavily
on youth; if the courts �nd no case later, the dam-
age done by prolonged incarceration cannot be
undone. The UAPA’s provisions vest the state
with an unrelieved power to snare those charged
under the Act and prevent easy exits. But the ex-
istence of such power should also be weighed
against the charges. There is a di�erence bet-
ween, say, the perpetrators of the 26/11 Mumbai
attacks, which informed parts of the UAPA, and
Khalid’s and Imam’s alleged roles in the Delhi
riots. The state has often invoked the Act to crush
any opposition to its decisions even without an
act of terrorism on the ground, revealing its ove-
rarching anxiety to quell dissent over entertain-
ing the constitutional right to protest. The trial
against Khalid and the others has not begun be-
cause, among other reasons, the sessions court
has yet to frame charges and there are reportedly
around 700 witnesses. That the Court granted
bail to the �ve should be a sign for trial courts to
rationalise witness lists and ensure that trials, in-
cluding that of the Delhi riots, begin without un-
due delay.

Hierarchy of roles
The state must not be allowed to

normalise prolonged incarceration 

O
n March 20, 2006, the Chairman of
the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO), Assad Kotoite,
delivered this message in Montreal

while addressing the Directors General of Civil
Aviation Conference on Global Aviation Safety
Strategy: “It must be a strategy that recognizes
that a weakness in one is a weakness in all. And
the thread that must run through this strategy is
transparency. By being transparent and freely
sharing information with each other and the
public, you recapture the ability to act as one, to
reinforce each others’ actions, and to strengthen
public con�dence.

“You will be better able to stand united against
those who compromise aviation safety... For me,
one accident was always one too many, and the
loss of even one life, was one too many. Like all of
you here, I was entrusted with a noble mission, to
protect the lives and well-being of the travelling
public. We have done and must continue to do
everything within our power to make sure they
get to their destination safely and unharmed, and
that no one on the ground will be killed or
injured because of an aircraft accident.”

On, June 12, 2025, Air India �ight 171 crashed at
Ahmedabad, Gujarat within a minute of its
take-o�. Out of the 242 passengers, there was one
survivor, while 19 people were killed on the
ground.

India is a signatory of ICAO and has to comply
with ICAO Annex 13 Standards for Aircraft
Accident and Incident Investigation. The National
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) of the United
States and the Air Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) of the United Kingdom were participants
in the investigation. The Cockpit Voice Recorder
(CVR) and the Digital Flight Data Recorder
(DFDR) were recovered by June 16 and the NTSB’s
help was taken in downloading and decoding the
contents of the two recorders as the Indian
authorities did not have the expertise to retrieve
all the data. The NTSB and AAIB were aware of
the contents. The Indian government must also
be aware of the contents as it ordered commando
protection for the chief investigator of AAIB India.
This was a clear pointer that it was a serious
issue.

A vague report, the facts
The vague Preliminary report that was released a
month after the crash, clearly mentioned two
points. First, the fuel control switches of both
engines had moved to cut o� from three to four
seconds after lift-o�. Second, one pilot asked the
other pilot ‘why did you do that?’ And the other
responds ‘I did not do that.’ It has been clearly
established that the fuel control switches can
only be moved mechanically by lifting the spring
loaded switches from run and moving and

dropping them into the cut o� gate. These
switches do not move due an electrical failure or
software glitch. The DFDR and CVR would have
clearly indicated what had happened in those
critical 15 seconds — what was being spoken in
the cockpit, who was handling the �ight controls
and all the ambient sounds in the cockpit area.
The NTSB has the best expertise to identify the
exact data.

If one were to go by details leaked by The Wall
Street Journal in July 2025 — and also in
November 2025 — it appears that there was
friction between the U.S. and Indian authorities
that mushroomed into serious di�erences on the
�ndings. The NTSB will only support technical
investigation in an accident. The transparency
and the truthful report that India’s Minister of
Civil Aviation promised on the day of the crash,
appears to be a dream. Political massaging of the
report will not �nd favour with the NTSB. From
what this writer hears from former top safety
o�cials in the U.S., the breakdown between U.S.
and Indian authorities is the worst he has
witnessed and the worst he has seen in an
international accident investigation.

The state of aviation
India has had three fatal accidents in the past 15
years. In 2010, Praful Patel, then Minister of Civil
Aviation, declared that Mangalore airport
conforms to all standards of ICAO. The Court of
Inquiry committee, under his Ministry,
conveniently drafted a report with a litany of lies.
Blatant violations such as a rigid concrete
structure holding the Instrument Landing System
Localiser, that a rescue and �re �ghting truck got
stuck outside a gate and never reached the
burning aircraft, were covered up. The only
positive aspect of the report was the
identi�cation of the dangers of �ying in hours
during the Window of Circadian Low and the lack
of rest for crew. 

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation’s Civil
Aviation Requirements have been undergoing
modi�cations over 15 years, with extensions due
to pressure from airline owners. An example is
the way Indigo, a leading private airline,
disrupted air travel for thousands of passengers
across India and the Minister and the DGCA to
their knees. 

In 2020, there was the air crash in Kozhikode.
There again, there was scant action by Aviation
Minister, Hardeep Singh Puri, and later,
Jyotiraditya Scindia on safety measures
addressing the dangerous operations at the
airport. The deadline set for safe operation has
long passed. We are now in 2026 and there are no
restrictions in operations. The DGCA, as is the
norm, dances to political pressure and is failing in
its duty to ensure passenger safety.

Immediately after the AI 171 crash, the site was
not sanitised. Television crew and cameramen
were seen moving all over the site, trampling on
and shifting through crash debris even before
investigations began, and wiping out important
clues. The airport was opened in three hours,
with the zero availability of rescue and �re
�ghting services. Every �ight that operated in this
phase did not have rescue and �re �ghting
services on standby, endangering the lives of
every air passenger and even those on the
ground.

By delaying the �ndings and couching the facts
with misleading statements, the AAIB is playing
into the hands of YouTubers and social media
narratives. ACARS and Inmarsat data are being
quoted as proof of the �ight having operated in
dangerous conditions. The data is accessible only
between the company that operated the system
and an authorised person in the subscribing
company. The entire chain of messages will be in
an encrypted format. A simple example is how
users of WhatsApp are con�dent about their
messages being secure. The refusal of Apple to
comply with the Indian Government order to
preload a cyber-safety app citing privacy,
security, and consent issues that go against its
global policies is another example. It is to the
credit of the airline, Air India, that it has not
commented or responded to many of these
strange narratives.

A lesson to learn
The Ministry of Civil Aviation and the AAIB
should note how the FAA and NTSB act after a
crash. When a UPS cargo MD-11 aircraft crashed
on November 4, 2025, the NTSB had press
brie�ngs on November 5, 6 and 7, with its
�ndings after the CVR and the DFDR had been
downloaded and analysed. By November 9, the
FAA issued an Emergency Airworthiness
Directive grounding the aircraft type.

The NTSB and the FAA were aware of the CVR
and DFDR data within a week of the AI171 crash. If
there was an indication of serious system failures
on the Boeing 787, as being projected by ‘aviation
illiterates’ (as a former NTSB investigator
describes them), the FAA would have grounded
all Boeing 787s. The very fact that no such action
has been done is a clear indication that they
know the reason behind the crash.

India’s standing is dropping everyday on the
diplomatic front. It is the same as far as India’s
credibility in aviation safety investigation is
concerned. 

The crash of AI 171 has drawn worldwide
attention. For India to isolate itself with a
self-centred ego, is going to take it down a
dangerous path. Isolating foreign experts from
the AI 171 crash report is a dangerous trend.

Indian aviation safety, its dangerous credibility de�cit

Captain A.
(Mohan)
Ranganathan 

is a former airline
instructor pilot 
and aviation safety
adviser. He is also 
a former member of 
the Civil Aviation
Safety Advisory
Council (CASAC), India

The transparent

and the truthful

report

promised on

the Ahmedabad

air crash in

June 2025

appears

to be a dream

I
n 2025, despite political strains and the
postponement of the much-anticipated Quad
Leaders’ Summit hosted by India, the

underlying machinery of India-United States
cooperation remains vigorous and steadily
advancing. While political engagement appears
low, notably amid U.S. trade sanctions on India
and its warming ties with Pakistan, the
institutional collaboration between the two
democracies continues to expand, particularly in
defence and technology cooperation. The visits of
India’s External A�airs Minister S. Jaishankar’s
and the Indian Navy Chief to the U.S. must be
seen in this framework.

The Quad Leaders’ Summit, which New Delhi
was supposed to host, has been delayed amid
opaque communication from o�cials, re�ecting
current bilateral tensions that have been marked
by challenges such as worsening trade relations.
The U.S. tari� regime levied on Indian goods and
New Delhi’s recalibration of its diplomatic
posture amid perceptions of a “G-2” style
rapprochement between the U.S. and China have
some underlying factors. India’s exports to the
U.S., which dropped sharply in 2025, are a stark
indicator of these tensions.

Economic frictions persist, especially with U.S.
tari�s on India’s purchase of Russian crude oil,
while China and Pakistan enjoy lower tari�s and
even strengthened relations with the U.S. In
return, Islamabad’s o�ering, highlighted by port
access to the U.S. and critical minerals shipments
to American �rms, is an economic decision with
geopolitical imperatives. Washington’s
balance-of-interest pragmatism manifests itself in
signals from U.S. o�cials that relations with New
Delhi remain vital despite transactional
pressures.

Continuing institutional cooperation
In contrast to strained political signals,
institutional engagement has accelerated. The
July 2025 Quad Foreign Ministers’ meeting in
Washington unveiled new initiatives that spanned
maritime security, transnational threats,
economic cooperation, critical technologies and
humanitarian e�orts. On similar lines, Quad’s
Counterterrorism Working group also held its
third meeting in December 2025, all
demonstrating the Quad’s continued operational
relevance beyond high-level political optics.

Defence cooperation forms the backbone of

this resilience. Since the 2008 India-U.S. civil
nuclear deal, defence and technology agreements
have steadily deepened. The landmark signing of
a decade-long Defence Framework Agreement in
2025 marks a new chapter, enhancing joint
coordination, information sharing and
technological collaboration that is designed to
buttress Indo-Paci�c regional stability. This is
exempli�ed through regular bilateral military
exercises, such as Yudh Abhyas (‘War Practice’),
Tiger Claw and Malabar, which promote
interoperability and trust among forces.

Oiled by defence and technology agreements
Since the political upheaval brought by the
India-U.S. nuclear deal, bilateral ties have been
predominantly driven by defence and technology
agreements. Over the years, the two countries
have signed various agreements, including the
2023 India-US Defence Acceleration Ecosystem
(INDUS-X) and foundational defence agreements
such as the Logistics Exchange Memorandum Of
Agreement (LEMOA) in 2016, the
Communications Compatibility and Security
Agreement (COMCASA, 2018) and the Basic
Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA,
2020) and the Initiative on Critical and Emerging
Technologies (2023) to provide and promote
logistical support, cooperation and information
sharing between the two militaries. India’s
Ministry of Defence and the U.S. Department of
Defence also signed the Security of Supply
Arrangement (SOSA) in 2024. Despite political
challenges, defence cooperation remains strong.

In October 2025, a signi�cant 10-year defence
framework agreement was signed by U.S.
Secretary of War Pete Hegseth and India’s
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh. This
long-awaited pact aims to enhance coordination,
information sharing and technological
collaboration to promote regional stability and
deterrence. 

Building on years of growing strategic
convergence, the agreement reinforces defence
as a core pillar of India-U.S. relations. Further
bolstering defence ties, Indian aerospace giant,
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited signed a
billion-dollar deal, in November 2025, with the
U.S.’s General Electric for �ghter jet engines.
Similarly the joint U.S.-India NASA ISRO Synthetic
Aperture Radar (NISAR) satellite, launched in July
2025 for disaster resilience, agriculture and

infrastructure planning requirements adds to the
technological jointmanship. At the infrastructural
and regional levels, the inaugural Quad Ports of
the Future Conference, held around India
Maritime Week in Mumbai in early November
2025, brought together delegates from 24
Indo-Paci�c partners, focusing on developing
resilient and secure ports that leverage shared
expertise and investments. Co-organised by the
Ministry of Ports, Shipping, and Waterways and
the Ministry of External A�airs, it emphasised
that quality infrastructure development is a
crucial dimension of Quad cooperation,
underlining the broader regional connectivity.

Build deeper institutional understanding
Despite political challenges, this enduring
institutional engagement reveals the India-U.S.
relationship’s dual-track dynamic. While political
leaders manage strategic diplomacy with and
national interests, the bureaucratic and
institutional frameworks continue to sustain and
evolve core collaborations. Despite institutional
challenges such as domestic regulatory
frameworks and concerns about technology
interoperability, mutual regional interests drive
this continuity.

Such institutional continuity may well be the
relationship’s greatest strength, fostering trust
while shielding essential cooperation from
political volatility. However, analysts have
cautioned that bilateral ties may struggle to
regain full momentum, even if trade disputes are
resolved.

Looking ahead to 2026, both nations must
invest in a deeper institutional understanding —
defence and beyond. Learning about structures
and institutions, appreciating the processes, and
developing resilient relationships with other
countries require continuous e�orts. Expanding
cooperation into broader sectors can build the
mutual trust essential during political lows. The
resilience of the India-U.S. partnership will
depend heavily on these parallel institutional
tracks, which have so far, quietly but e�ectively,
maintained the alliance’s robustness and strategic
relevance in an ever-evolving geopolitical
landscape. While political summits may pause,
institutions keep the dialogue alive, working
together on mutual areas, and having long-term
partnerships that can survive the short and
medium-term headwinds.

The parallel track that keeps U.S.-India ties going
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The U.S.’s move

The arrogance by the
Donald Trump
administration, in utter
violation of established
laws, by taking the law into

no role in it.

Aluru Venkat Revanth,
Roorkee, Uttarakhand

sentiments. Violence by
extremist elements in
Bangladesh, arising from
failures of law and order,
cannot be projected onto
an individual cricketer with

Cricket and politics

The release of Mustafizur
Rahman by KKR, reportedly
under the BCCI’s direction,
is a disgraceful attempt to
appease communal

with its diplomatic card, in
a distinct departure from
India’s anti-imperialist
stand.

S.V. Venugopalan,
Chennai

its own hands and arresting
the Venezuelan President,
calls for popular
condemnation. It is a shame
and a pity that the Indian
government is playing safe
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From Our Correspondent
VISAKHAPATNAM, Jan. 5
“Television audiences in rural India are highly
appreciative of the mythological programmes
dealing with subjects like Ramlila, Karna and
Kunti and Devaki and Krishna. However, if these
programmes are used for conveying
development messages, even if they are
enjoyed, the message is lost.” This was stated in
a paper presented at a symposium on “Mass
media and integrated rural development” as
part of the Indian Science Congress here to-day.
In his paper, Mr. Binod C. Agarwal of the
Research and Evaluation Cell of the Space
Applications Centre, Ahmedabad, said the
preliminary �ndings of the Satellite Instructional
Television Experiment (SITE) showed that the
farmers preferred programmes with a direct
development message.
Data were being collected by anthropologists
stationed in nine villages of seven States to
which the SITE programmes were beamed.
The audience in general showed a high level of
awareness of the family planning campaigns due
to repeated exposure to the family planning
programmes, but the programmes had not
generated any further interest. Instead, the
audience seemed indi�erent to the family
planning programmes. Culinary programmes
for women audiences had evoked mixed
reactions. Observations showed that
schoolchildren were the most sincere viewers in
the villages under study. Drop-outs and
non-school going children were induced to
come to school due to the TV programmes.

FIFTY YEARS AGO JANUARY 6, 1976

‘Mythological Programmes
on TV Enjoyed Most by
Villagers’

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Remarkable New Find
(British O�cial Wireless)
LEAFIELD (Oxford), Jan. 6
Excavations at Ur of The Chaldees have led to
the discovery of the site of the place of Dungi,
who reigned 2,250 years before Christ. It was
already the custom, as it is to-day, to bury, in the
foundation of buildings, relics typical of the time
and such were found by Mr. Leonard Woolley,
leader of the excavations. They were in brick
boxes and consisted of copper statuettes of
Dungi, carrying on his head a basket of mortar,
of the laying of �rst brick and stone tablets
inscribed with the dedication of the work.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JANUARY 6, 1926

Excavations at Ur 

M
aoism seems to be on
its last legs with mass
surrenders by Maoists
in the Dandakarnaya

(DK) and other regions since
October 2025. While the
movement was on the decline
since 2011-12, and faced a setback
in 2018, it changed the form of its
organisation as well as struggle in
August 2024. The polit bureau
(PB) of the CPI(Maoist) decided to
split into smaller formations to
avoid encirclement by the security
forces. It also decided to remain in
defensive mode unless the
situation warranted attacking the
security forces.

However, the adoption of this
strategy, the party split when
some central committee (CC)
members and DK special zonal
committee members (since August
2024) and the general secretary,
Nambala Keshava Rao (alias
Basavaraju) was killed in May 2025
with almost his entire security
posse was wiped out in a gun
battle with the security forces in
Maad (Narayanpur district in
Chhattisgarh). Some leaders,
particularly PB member,
Venugopal alias Sonu favoured
peace talks with the government
and asked to consult with other
senior leaders. When the
government declined such
conditional talks, he surrendered
along with 60 others (with
weapons) in Gadchiroli. Another
senior cadre under the name
‘Rupesh’ (in-charge of the north
and west sub-zonal bureau of DK)
surrendered with 210 Maoists and
their weapons in Jagdalpur. CC
member (from Chhattisgarh) and
person in-charge of the People’s
Liberation Guerrilla Army (PLGA)
battalion-1, Madvi Hidma, was
killed in Alluri Sitharamaraju
district in Andhra Pradesh.
Another CC member (from
Chhattisgarh), Ramdher,
surrendered recently in another
special zone, Maharashtra-Madhya
Pradesh-Chhattisgarh.

The PLGA Battalion
commander and the secretary
South Bastar division, have also
surrendered, some of the cadres

of West Bastar and others are still
holding out. The central military
commission head of the CPI
(Maoist), Thippiri Tirupati alias
Deoji, is for continuing the �ght.
In October, the Ministry of Home
A�airs said that only seven
districts in India were Left Wing
Extremism-a�ected districts, with
only three in Chhattisgarh the
‘most a�ected’ districts.

How is the government going to
address the issues which
prompted the Maoists to organise
the masses against the state? Some
of the cadres who surrendered
have said that their struggle for
tribal rights in the areas is still
ongoing. While the surrendered
cadres are being given bene�ts
under the surrender and
rehabilitation (S and R) policy of
the Centre and the States
concerned, there is no doubt that
the DK region which lacks even
basic amenities needs to be
developed.

First, the network of medical
facilities should be extended to
interior locations so that villagers
have access to health care.
Anaemia is a health issue among
the tribals of DK. Cerebral malaria
is also widespread in certain
pockets. The lack of safe drinking
water has led to outbreaks of
dysentery. There is also the issue
of snake bites which are not
uncommon in the jungles. Health
centres must cater to the needs of
tribals in areas freed from the
Maoist in�uence.

Second, most tribals depend on
agriculture and forest produce for
their basic needs. Maoists dug
ponds and created orchards to win
the con�dence of the tribals and
induct them into the movement.
They also forced contractors to
pay increased rates to villagers for
plucking tendu-patta leaves. Later,
they took up land levelling to
increase production and gain even
more support. The government
should now ensure the supply of
good seeds (including �sh seeds)
and create better irrigation
facilities by constructing check
dams. While the minimum
support price of many items of

forest produce is noti�ed by the
government(s) annually,
processing units need to be
established where tribals can
access them easily. The focus
should be on increasing economic
activity and the standard of living.

Third, more educational
ashrams should be established in
DK. This model has been quite
successful in the past because it is
not practical to open schools in
villages that were sparsely
populated. It is also necessary to
undo the ‘education’ imparted to
villagers by the Maoists through
their krantikari jantana sarkar
(revolutionary) schools. Most of
the surrendered cadres are
illiterate and need to be sent to
government schools for basic
education and rehabilitation.
Many surrendered cadres are
already trained in useful vocations
and their skills can be tapped.

While the S and R policy
provides �nancial bene�ts, jobs
and housing, it must not be
forgotten that most male cadres
were forced to undergo vasectomy
while in the Maoist movement. It
is necessary they have a reverse
vasectomy procedure to enable
them to start a family. This facility
must be provided free of cost in
district hospitals. Similarly, the
wives of the surrendered cadres
should also be assisted with
reproductive technology.

Many of the women who joined
the Maoist movement were those
who wanted to escape forced
marriages by their families.
Therefore, awareness needs to be
spread through the siyan (elderly
people) of villages to respect a
girl’s consent with respect to
marriage.

The State government has been
implementing the Niyad Nellanar
(‘Your good village’) scheme to
provide the bene�ts of
government schemes (about 25) to
villages which fall within �ve
kilometres of the remote security
camps (about 50). However, with
districts gradually becoming free
of Maoists, this scheme must be
extended to previously a�ected
villages.

Stepping in with Maoism in rapid retreat

R.K. Vij 
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in the a�ected
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STATE OF PLAY

“T
he o�ce of
the Speaker
is held in
highest res-

pect and esteem in parliamen-
tary traditions. The robes of
the Speaker do change and
elevate the man inside.” This
observation by the Telangana
Assembly Speaker, G. Prasad
Kumar, was made while deal-
ing with the disquali�cation
petition �led against Bharat
Rashtra Samiti (BRS) MLA Are-
kapudi Gandhi, who is facing
the charge of having defected
to the ruling Congress. The
Speaker also dismissed the pe-
titions �led against four other
BRS MLAs, Tellam Venkat
Rao, Gudem Mahipal Reddy,
T. Prakash Goud and Bandla
Krishnamohan Reddy.

The Speaker was acting as
the chairman of the Tribunal
to deal with the disquali�ca-
tion petitions �led by the BRS
leadership against 10 of its
MLAs, who allegedly defected
to the Congress, after winning
in the December 2023 elec-
tions. The Speaker has kept in
abeyance the decision on
three e MLAs. He has not con-
ducted hearings for two other
MLAs despite repeated re-
quests by the BRS.

The Speaker made an inter-
esting observation about the
petition which claimed that
the respondent (Mr. Gandhi)
had “voluntarily gave up his
membership of the BRS by
joining the Indian National
Congress”. Here, the Speaker
dealt with the locus standi of
the petitioners (the BRS legis-
lators) to �le the disquali�ca-
tion petitions. This concerned
the issue whether a disquali�-
cation petition against a sitting
MLA alleging defection must

be �led only by a person duly
authorised to do so and in
writing by the party on whose
B-Form the legislator was
elected, or whether any other
person too has the locus standi
to �le such a petition even
without specifying the capaci-
ty in which it is �led.

The Speaker said that since
objections around the issue
repeatedly arise during dis-
quali�cation proceedings,
particularly where one MLA
sought the disquali�cation of
another who had allegedly de-
fected on grounds that were
more out of political vendetta
or over internal di�erences, it
was appropriate that the Tri-
bunal settled this issue �rst be-
fore proceeding to answer
other questions.

Citing Rule 3(1)(a) of the
Rules, 1986 and Rule 3(4), he
said: “Admittedly, the petition-
er did not state in what capac-
ity he �led the petition or how
he acquired the right of ac-
tion, as he is neither a voter of
the constituency from which
the respondent was elected
nor speci�cally authorised in
writing by the BRS party.”

The Speaker did not factor
in the observation made by
the Supreme Court of India, in
the Speaker of Odisha Legisla-
tive Assembly vs Utkal Keshari
Parida which raised the locus
standi of a non-member of the
House in submitting a petition
for disquali�cation. The Court
had held that “not only a
member of the House, but any
person interested would also

be entitled to bring to the not-
ice of the Speaker the fact that
a Member of the House had in-
curred disquali�cation under
the Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution of India.” The ob-
servation assumes impor-
tance as all the petitioners
who �led their disquali�ca-
tion pleas with the Speaker
are Members of the Assembly
representing the BRS.

The manner in which the
petitions have been dismissed
has drawn the ire of the BRS
and the Bharatiya Janata Party
(which described the verdict
as “unilateral”). The parties
have alleged that the Speaker
was acting at the behest of the
Chief Minister, A. Revanth
Reddy, and was in line with
the Chief Minister’s claims
that there was no scope for
any bypolls. The BRS has said
that it will explore legal ave-
nues after a thorough study of
the Speaker’s verdict based on
the Supreme Court’s observa-
tion that the Speaker of a State
Assembly does not enjoy con-
stitutional immunity while
acting as an adjudicating auth-
ority in disquali�cation
petitions.

The action in delivering the
verdict pertaining to disquali-
�cation petitions �led against
�ve of the 10 MLAs appears
largely driven by the deadline
set by the Supreme Court. The
Court, while dealing with the
petitions �led by the BRS lead-
ers, had said it was about time
that Parliament reviewed its
expectation that Assembly
Speakers and Chairmen
would live up to the dignity of
their high o�ce and crush the
“evil of political defection” by
deciding disquali�cation pro-
ceedings against legislators in
time and without favour.

With the decision on dis-
quali�cation petitions pend-
ing against the other MLAs, it
remains to be seen what hap-
pens next.

A brewing storm over ‘defections’
The focus is on the Telangana Speaker’s verdict on BRS MLAs who ‘defected’

M. Rajeev
rajeev.madabhushi@thehindu.co.in

L
ast month, we noted that
India’s trade data for No-
vember had shown a conti-

nued resilience in exports despite
mounting U.S. tari�s. Not only did
India’s overall exports grow, but
shipments to the U.S. also re-
bounded. However, the exact driv-
ers were harder to discern at the
time, as detailed data were still
awaited. 

Foreign Trade Performance
Analysis data show several new
trends. This analysis focuses only
on items where India’s export de-
pendence on the U.S. was already
signi�cant. To isolate the impact of
the tari�s, the �gures for Septem-
ber through November 2025 were
compared against the 2023-24 av-
erage for those same months. 

Not all commodities exported
to the U.S. were impacted by ta-
ri�s. Notably, exports of telecom
instruments to the U.S. — most of
which are not tari�ed, particularly
smartphones — surged by 237%
between the periods considered
(Chart 1A). Exports of electrical
machinery also grew by 15%. 

That brings us to the items hit
by the U.S. tari�s and other chal-
lenges. Exports of pearls and pre-
cious stones declined by about
78.5% between the periods consi-
dered (Chart 1B). Gold jewellery
exports to the U.S. declined by
39%, cotton fabrics by 23%, ma-
rine products by 17% and ready-
made cotton by 4.6%. 

Overall, the surge in smart-
phone exports to the U.S. masked
the decline in sectors hit by tari�s.
This explains why total exports to
the U.S. rose despite the new du-
ties. But what about the items that
did su�er? The explanation fol-
lows two distinct paths: for some
commodities, the blow from U.S.
tari�s was partially blunted (Chart
2B), while for others, Indian ex-

porters managed to not only ab-
sorb the hit but also increase over-
all exports by diversifying into
other markets (Chart 2A). Consid-
er marine products, where overall
exports grew by roughly 17% bet-
ween the considered periods, des-
pite a near-identical decline in
shipments to the U.S. Moreover,
the U.S. continued to be a domi-
nant buyer in 2025 with a market
share exceeding 30%. So, expor-
ters did more than just absorb the
blow in a traditionally dependent
market; they also pivoted to other
destinations, driving total export
even higher than before in marine
products. Marine exports to China
— already a robust buyer — grew by
23% during the same period (Ta-
ble 3A). Simultaneously, India
made signi�cant inroads into rela-
tively newer territories — between
September and November 2025,
India exported over $50 million
worth of marine products to
Spain. This expansion extended
across Europe, with marine ship-
ments to Belgium surging by 124%,
while exports to the Netherlands
(56%), Germany (65%), and Italy
(23%) all posted substantial gains.
So, the gap left by the U.S. was
�lled by a mix of strengthening al-
liances and discovering new ones. 

“Shipments to the EU and China
have increased over the past few
months. We request the Centre to
intervene and have Free Trade
Agreements with other countries
to help the aqua sector,” Seafood
Exporters Association of India
(SEAI) Andhra Pradesh president
K. Anand Kumar said. 

A similar strategy was recorded
in the case of readymade cotton
garments also, with increases in
exports to European markets help-
ing here too (Table 3B). “The Ru-
pee at 90 is a good instrument for
Indian exporters to locate new
markets. It helps push exports to
various markets,” said Siddhartha
Rajagopal, Executive Director of
the Cotton Textiles Export Promo-
tion Council.

With inputs from Rajulapudi Sri-
nivas and M. Soundariya Preetha

Old alliances, new markets: Two-path formula for export growth
India has replaced its lost U.S. sales by deepening its ties with existing partners and exploring new destinations

Sambavi Parthasarathy 
Nitika Francis 
Vignesh Radhakrishnan
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Duration of daily OPD
boycott by Odisha
doctors

2
In hours. Doctors across government

hospitals in Odisha began a

two-hour daily boycott of OPD

services, affecting outpatient care from 9

a.m. to 11 a.m. The protest is over

long-pending demands, including filling

over 50 percent vacant posts. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of presumed
deaths during
Hasina-era abductions

287
A Bangladesh

commission investigating

abductions during

former PM Sheikh Hasina’s rule reported

that at least 287 individuals are presumed

dead. The investigation covered 1569

abduction cases. AFP

Maximum term limit
plans for Malaysia’s
Prime Minister

10
In years. Malaysia’s PM Anwar

Ibrahim announced plans to

introduce legislation limiting

the tenure of the PM to a maximum of 10

years or two full terms. The move aims to

prevent leaders from clinging to power and

ensure generational transition. AFP

Reward amount on
inter-State criminal
arrested 

1
In ₹ lakh. Police arrested an

inter-State criminal carrying a bounty

of ₹1 lakh after a brief encounter in

Gurugram. The accused is wanted in nearly

two dozen cases, including attempted

murder and robbery, across Haryana, Uttar

Pradesh and Rajasthan. PTI

Value of the bridge
project to connect
Sagar Island in Bengal

1,670
In ₹ crore. CM

Mamata

Banerjee laid the

foundation stone for the Gangasagar Setu,

a 5-km bridge over the Muriganga river

connecting Sagar Island. PTI
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The story so far:

P
arliament has cleared the
Sustainable Harnessing and
Advancement of Nuclear
Energy in India (SHANTI) Bill,

despite Opposition demands for
amendments and review by a Select
Committee. To achieve India’s energy
security needs, the government has
boosted the Nuclear Energy Mission with
₹20,000 crore dedicated to Small
Modular Reactors and advanced
pressurised water reactors. India’s
nuclear power sector has remained
State-controlled and unchanged since
1956. The private and foreign partnership
has been restricted under earlier laws —
the Atomic Energy Act, 1962, and the Civil
Liability for Nuclear Damages Act, 2010.
Private and Foreign companies avoided
India due to its strict liability laws.

What is the SHANTI Bill?
The SHANTI Bill is an overarching
legislation that opens India’s nuclear
power sector to private and foreign
participation, which was earlier entirely
State-controlled and deeply regulated.
Under the Bill, private Indian companies
can seek licences to own, build, and
operate nuclear power plants. It is also
open for foreign supplier participation.

The SHANTI Bill allows up to 49%
private participation, while maintaining
51% government control over sensitive
activities such as nuclear fuel production,
heavy water manufacturing, radioactive
waste management, safety mechanisms,
licensing, and strategic oversight.

The Bill ends the monopoly of Nuclear
Power Corporation of India Limited
(NPCIL) in plant operations. It allows
private companies and joint ventures to
build, own, and operate nuclear power
plants. The private sector will be involved
in fuel fabrication, equipment
manufacturing, plant operations, and
research and development. It will
essentially be a public-private partnership
model aimed at attracting private capital
with government oversight.

The Bill facilitates advanced nuclear
technologies by enabling private
participation and regulatory clarity. It
supports the deployment of Small
Modular Reactors (SMRs) and indigenous
reactor designs, contributing to the clean
energy transition and long-term energy
security. 

What is the role of AERB?
The Atomic Energy Regulatory Board
(AERB), constituted in 1983 under the
Atomic Energy Act, has now been given
statutory status and is answerable to
Parliament rather than solely to the
executive.

The AERB is responsible for ensuring
nuclear safety, radiation protection,
emergency preparedness, and quality
assurance across civilian nuclear
installations. It issues safety measures,
licences and standards; administers
industrial safety provisions of the
Factories Act, 1948, for units under the
Department of Atomic Energy as per
Section 23 of the Atomic Energy Act and
conducts inspections to prevent radiation
hazards. It plays a crucial role in
strengthening regulatory oversight under
the SHANTI Bill due to increased private
sector participation. However, the Bill has
been criticised for concentrating power in
one institution.

What safeguards are in place?
The Bill does not explicitly permit foreign
direct investment in the nuclear power

sector. The private companies will have to
seek authorisation from the AERB.
Authorisations are required for setting up
a plant range from production,
possession, to disposal of radioactive
material and radiation generation
equipment, as well as for establishing,
operating, or withdrawing radioactive
facilities.

The government controls the
reprocessing and management of spent
fuel and high-level radioactive waste;
production and upgradation of heavy
water; enrichment and isotopic
separation of radioactive substances. The
law also provides for the establishment of
a nuclear liability fund to meet
compensation needs in case of nuclear
accidents.

What has changed with respect to
liability?
Compared to the earlier regime, the
SHANTI Bill ensures that the liability
aspect is transparent and predictable for
operators. Liability caps are �xed as
follows: ₹3,000 crore for large plants of
3,600 MW capacity; ₹1,500 crore for
medium plants of 1,500-3,600 MW; and
₹100 crore for Small Modular Reactors of
150 MW capacity. Penalties for legal
violations in cases of severe breach are
capped at ₹1 crore.

The Union government will bear
liability beyond the operator’s cap, with
additional support from the proposed
nuclear liability fund. Earlier, operators
could hold suppliers liable for defective
parts, faulty equipment, design
ine�ciency, and deliberate acts causing
damage. The current Bill removes
supplier accountability completely.

What is the government’s viewpoint?
The Centre aims to strengthen India’s
energy security by diversifying the power
mix, reducing dependence on fossil fuels
and fuel imports, and expanding atomic
energy capacity. 

Energy security is one of the main aims
for boosting India’s development index. It
ensures 24x7 baseload power as
compared to solar energy and wind
energy, which are subject to geographical

conditions. It will be a boost for the
energy sector, which is still heavily
dependent on coal. It also ensures an
enhancement for technology and the
economy.

Nuclear power ensures clean energy
with very low carbon emissions. It
facilitates achieving India’s net-zero
targets for 2070. The Bill may also revive
the stalled civil nuclear deals with the
U.S., France, and Japan, reduce
dependence on Russia alone, and
enhance India’s image as a responsible
global nuclear player.

Why does India need nuclear energy?
India struggles with solar, wind, and
hydro energy due to its geographical and
climate variables and still majorly relies
on coal for electricity generation. Storage
and grid integration costs for renewables
remain high.

Thus, having su�cient baseload
generation capacity is mandatory for an
a�ordable and unrestricted supply. In
order to achieve energy security for the
growing economy, India has to strengthen
and expand its nuclear energy sector.
Moreover, the electricity mix must have
enough baseload generation capacity in
order to make it a�ordable and reliable
for consumers. Nuclear power plants are
one of the most e�ective in ensuring this.

What is India’s nuclear energy
mission?
India has a largely indigenous nuclear
power programme based on a fuel cycle
that aims to utilise India’s vast thorium
reserves. Currently, India manages 25
nuclear reactors in seven power plants —
21 pressurised heavy water reactors and
four light water reactors — all managed by
NPCIL.

According to R.B. Grover, distinguished
Professor Emeritus at the Homi Bhabha
National Institute and member of the
Atomic Energy Commission, as India does
not have enough uranium, the Nuclear
Power Corporation of India Limited has
mastered the design and operation of
pressurised heavy water reactors. The
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre has
developed technologies to reprocess

spent fuel to recover valuable materials
and handle nuclear waste. In that sense,
India is independent and self-su�cient in
its nuclear power generation. India has
operationalised the fast breeder reactor
for thorium use.

Why has the Opposition strongly
criticised the Bill?
The Opposition argues that the Bill dilutes
accountability by allowing pro�t-driven
private participation while placing
liability on the State and society. There is
a fear of repeating incidents like the
Bhopal Gas tragedy, where accountability
and remuneration were evaded by the
foreign �rms in spite of recourse to civil
courts; moreover, such recourse is
unavailable according to the new Law.
Removing supplier liability and capping
operator liability and penalties at a
nominal cost, as compared to the actual
volume and expanse of damages, is
considered unreasonable. The ‘polluter
pays’ principle has been undermined,
and this compromises public safety.
Private �rms have no liability for accident
costs, public safety issues and long-term
risks. The cap on operator liability does
not change in 15 years despite in�ation or
long-term assessment of health,
environment, livelihood cost of any
serious accident.

The cases such as Fukushima and
Chernobyl point out the huge expense of
liability. In the case of the Fukushima
disaster, the actual civil damages were
700 times more than the cap proposed by
the SHANTI bill.

Section 39 of the Bill seeks to override
the RTI Act of 2005. It has raised several
concerns as it seeks to remove public
interest review and public appeal
mechanisms. This will make the most
crucial nuclear sector-related information
— including plant details, operations,
mechanisms, regulatory submissions and
data on nuclear materials — ‘restricted’.
This dilutes the transparency and
questions the public accountability of the
proposed system. The RTI Act 2005, in its
wisdom, already exempts revealing
information regarding India’s security,
national interest, commercial
information, and personal data. But these
exemptions are subject to justi�cation in
cases of public accountability and public
interest. 

Section 42 overrides occupational
safety, health and working conditions for
nuclear facilities. Nuclear workers are
removed from the country’s general
labour safety framework. This has
triggered opposition from ten central
trade unions, including the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha and the National
Coordination Committee of Electricity
Employees and Engineers, who have
termed the Bill “draconian.”

The Opposition insists that the Bill is
vendor-driven despite India’s self-reliance
in nuclear technology. It argues that India
has deep thorium reserves, around which
nuclear reactors were built, which should
be utilised. The Opposition demands that
the private companies be compelled to
install India’s technology.

The Bill lacks provisions for mandatory
public hearings, environmental impact
assessment disclosures, community
consent mechanisms, regular public
reporting of safety inspections, or
Parliamentary scrutiny.

The Opposition also cited the example
of France, where all nuclear reactors are
under government control. The Bill is
criticised for being pro-pro�t,
pro-oligarch, catering to the crony
capitalists while gambling with public
safety.
Saee Pande is a freelance writer with a
focus on politics, current a�airs,
international relations, and geopolitics

What does the SHANTI Bill change?
How open is India’s nuclear sector now? What role will private �rms play? What powers does the AERB now have? How self-reliant is India’s nuclear programme?

How has nuclear liability changed? Why is the Opposition opposing SHANTI?

GETTY IMAGES

Saee Pande

EXPLAINER THE GIST

�

Parliament has cleared the
SHANTI Bill, opening India’s
State-controlled nuclear power
sector to private and foreign
participation, ending NPCIL’s
monopoly while retaining 51%
government control over
sensitive activities.

�

The Bill removes supplier
liability, caps operator liability,
and shifts responsibility
beyond the cap to the Union
government and a nuclear
liability fund, a move defended
as providing predictable
liability but criticised as
diluting accountability and the
‘polluter pays’ principle.

�

The Centre argues the law will
strengthen energy security,
provide 24×7 baseload power,
support clean energy and
net-zero targets, and enable
SMRs and advanced reactor
technologies, while the
Opposition warns of weakened
transparency, safety, and
public accountability.
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with the subject ‘Text & Context’

X

QUESTION 1

What was the intent of the Monroe Doctrine issued in
1823?
X

QUESTION 2

What geopolitical crisis preceded the articulation of
the Roosevelt Corollary?
X

QUESTION 3

How does the Roosevelt Corollary expand the
Monroe Doctrine?
X

QUESTION 4

What was one of the earliest uses of the Roosevelt
Corollary in practice?
X

QUESTION 5

Which U.S. policy later renounced the Roosevelt
Corollary’s interventionist thrust?

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. He became the
Nawab of Pataudi in 1952 on the death of his father. Where is Pataudi located in
independent India? Ans: Haryana

2. Mansur Ali Khan was an Oxford Blue and the first Indian captain there. At
which Oxford college did he study? Ans: Balliol

3. Why is July 1, 1961, an important date in the life and career of Mansur Ali
Khan? Ans: He was involved in a car accident that left him blind in one

eye

4. Following an injury to regular skipper Nari Contractor, Mansur Ali Khan
became the youngest Test captain ever at 21 years and 77 days. Against which
country? Ans: West Indies

5. Thanks to his superb athletic ability and speed while (particularly) patrolling
the cover area, what nickname was given to him? Ans: Tiger

6. Under his captaincy, India scored its first-ever series win overseas in 1968.
Against which country? Ans: New Zealand

7. Name his popular actor wife and son. Ans: Sharmila Tagore and Saif Ali

Khan

Visual: Name the trophy, instituted in 2007 to mark India's 75th anniversary of
its first-ever Test against England, that Mansur Ali Khan is handing over to Rahul
Dravid. Ans: Pataudi Trophy named after his father, Iftikhar Ali Khan

Early Birds: Piyali Tuli | Sudhir Thapa | Rajib Ganguly | Dodo Jayaditya | Abhay
Krishan

THE DAILY QUIZ

As the U.S. once again invokes hemispheric in�uence in its dealings with Venezuela, this
quiz revisits the Roosevelt Corollary and how it reshaped the Monroe Doctrine 

X

Visual Question:

The American intervention in which Latin-American
country is depicted in this cartoon from March 18,
1905? PUBLIC DOMAIN

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Prathmesh Kher

What is the di�erence between
“artist” and “artiste”? (R.
Ramasubramanian, Coimbatore)
The word “artist” is a general term used
to refer to anyone who is skilled at
something. For example, he/she may be
good at drawing or painting. Ravi Varma
and M. F. Hussain are considered great
artists. An individual who excels in
cooking or in picking locks can also be
called an “artist”. Musicians, actors and
others who entertain people are also
called artists.

While the word “artist” has the stress
on the �rst syllable, “artiste” has the
stress on the second syllable. The ‘i’ in the
second syllable of “artiste” is pronounced
like the ‘i’ in “�t”, “bit” and “hit”.

The word “artiste” is someone who
practises a performing art: Dancers,
singers, acrobats, clowns can all be called
“artistes”. Since painters, cooks and
thieves do not usually perform in front of
an audience, they are not generally
referred to as “artistes”. 

What is the meaning of “higgledy
piggledy”? (C. Karikal Chozhan,
Thirupparai Thurai, Trichy District)
The ‘i’ in the word ‘pig’ is pronounced
like the ‘i’ in “big”, “wig” and “dig”. The
‘i’ in the word ‘piggledy’ is pronounced
like the ‘i’ in “�t”, “bit” and “hit”.

When you say that something is
“higgledy piggledy”, it means that it is
completely mixed up. Things are all over
the place in a mixed muddle; everything
is untidy. Here is an example:

When I walked into her room, I found
papers higgledy piggledy on the �oor.

What is the meaning of “use your
loaf”? (V. Amritha Kalyani,
Chrompet, Chennai)
If somebody tells you to “use your loaf”,
they want you to use your common sense;
they want you to think carefully about
what you are doing or saying. Perhaps
what you are saying is not very intelligent,
so they want you to think harder. This
expression is an example of Cockney
rhyming slang. The ‘loaf’ here refers to a
loaf of bread; ‘bread’ rhymes with the
word ‘head’. Here are some examples:

Why didn’t you use your loaf and cover
the computer before you started painting
the room?

The angry chairman told the manager
to use his loaf.

If you use your loaf, you can predict
your opponent’s next move.

What is the meaning of SOS? (S.
Suresh, Royapettah, Chennai)
In the old days, when you were out on the
ocean, sailing on a ship, it wasn’t possible
for you to talk to people on land. If the
ship’s captain wished to get a message
across to someone, he had to make use of
Morse code — a radiotelegraph signal.
When a ship was in distress; for example
if the ship were in danger of sinking, the
captain sent an SOS. SOS was and still is
the signal used to indicate that a ship is in
trouble. The letters SOS were chosen
because they were very easy to transmit
and easy to recognise in Morse code.
Later, people created stories about why
the letters SOS were chosen. Some said
that it was an abbreviation for “Save our
souls”. Others maintained that it was an
abbreviation for “Save our ship”.

Nowadays, any appeal for help can be
called an SOS; it is not restricted to ships
alone. 
Published in The Hindu on March 16, 1999

Know your
English

FROM THE ARCHIVES

S. Upendran

S
ay you’re on a desert island on a
quest for buried treasure. You’ve
lost your map and run out of
clues. Now you have two options:

you could walk around with a shovel,
digging holes at random and hoping for
the best, or you could �y a drone
overhead equipped with special cameras
that can ‘see’ through the sand or detect
the magnetic pull of the gold coins.

This isn’t a pirate move but an existing
technology called remote-sensing. It’s
what engineers and scientists use to map
the earth’s resources without ever
touching the ground. From tracking the
health of a forest to �nding water deep
underground, their satellites and drones
are changing the way humans understand
our planet.

What is remote-sensing?
Our eyes only see visible light, e.g., the
colours of the rainbow. But the sun emits
many other types of electromagnetic
energy that we can’t see, like infrared and
ultraviolet light.

Everything on the earth, including the
rocks, the water, the trees, etc., re�ects
these energies di�erently. The re�ections
are called spectral signatures; they are
sort of like the �ngerprint of the materials
these objects are made of.

By studying this light, a sensor installed
onboard a satellite can look at a patch of
ground and say, “This re�ects a lot of
near-infrared light but absorbs red light.
Therefore, it must be a healthy plant.”
This is the basic idea of remote-sensing.

What do di�erent materials ‘look’
like?
Farmers and forest rangers use satellites
to check the health of plants. Healthy
leaves are full of chlorophyll, which
absorbs red light for photosynthesis and
re�ects near-infrared light to avoid
overheating.

Scientists use a formula called the
normalised di�erence vegetation index to
determine if a plant is healthy based on its
spectral signatures. If a satellite observes
high near-infrared re�ection, the crops
are healthy. If the re�ection of that part of
the spectrum drops, the plants might be
thirsty or sick.

According to a review published in
the Journal of Plant Ecology in 2008, by
analysing the spectral signatures,
researchers can distinguish between
di�erent plant communities and tree
species across entire forests.

Such mapping is the �rst critical step in
calculating the biomass of a forest, which
is essentially weighing the trees from
space, to understand how much carbon
they are storing to help �ght climate
change.

How do satellites map water?
To map water bodies from space,
scientists mainly use two complementary
techniques: optical indexing, using
re�ected sunlight, and synthetic aperture
radar, using active radio waves.

The optical indexing technique makes
use of the fact that water re�ects visible
green light, which is why deep water
often looks blue-green, but strongly
absorbs near-infrared and shortwave
infrared light. These readings are
combined in the normalised di�erence
water index (NDWI).

This way, in remote-sensing data, the
index has a high positive value over water

bodies and a negative value over land.
A newer version called modi�ed NDWI, or
MNDWI, uses only shortwave infrared
light. This is often preferred in cities
because it’s better at distinguishing
between water and the shadows cast by
tall buildings.

Of course, optical cameras have a
weakness: they can’t see through clouds
or at night. To map water in these
conditions, including �oods during a
storm, scientists use synthetic aperture
radar (SAR). To understand how this
technology works, please see The
Hindu article ‘What makes the
NASA-ISRO SAR satellite so special?’,
dated July 27, 2025.

In SAR’s gaze, surfaces like soil, grass,
and buildings — which scatter radio waves
in all directions — look bright. Calm water,
however, is very smooth, almost like a
mirror, and looks pitch black. So by
looking for these black matches in a radar
image, scientists can map �oodwaters
even through a cyclone.

Satellites can also estimate water
quality. Muddy water re�ects light
di�erently than clear water, and water full
of algae has a speci�c spectral signature.
This helps environmentalists track
pollution or harmful algal blooms.

So much for features above the earth’s
surface; how do scientists and engineers
use satellites to �nd what’s underground?

How do satellites map subsurface
features?
Experts look for clues on the surface or
use di�erent types of physics.

Valuable minerals like copper, gold,
and lithium often form deep

underground, but geological forces push
some of them to the surface over millions
of years. Even if they’re just traces in the
soil, hyperspectral sensors can �nd them.

When sunlight strikes an object, it’s
re�ected. A normal camera may group
that re�ection into a combination of three
main colours: red, green, and blue, e.g. a
hyperspectral sensor uses a prism or
grating to split that light into hundreds of
very narrow, continuous colours and
measures the intensity of light at every
single frequency across the spectrum.

As a result these sensors can create a
spectral signature for every pixel in the
image. 

So while a ‘normal’ satellite might look
at a forest and say, “This is green. It’s a
tree”, a hyperspectral sensor could look
at the same forest and say, “This is a
banyan tree. It has a nitrogen de�ciency.
And the rock next to it is limestone, not
granite.”

According to a  2023 study in Ore
Geology Reviews, geologists also use these
sensors to even map alteration zones,
areas where heat and �uids from deep
underground have changed the chemistry
of surface rocks.

Oil and gas are trapped deep in the
earth but small amounts often leak
upwards through very small cracks, a
process called micro-seepage. When this
gas reaches the surface, it changes the soil
chemistry and can even turn the leaves of
plants slightly yellow, by stressing them
out.

Satellites can detect these subtle
changes in vegetation health and soil
colour, giving exploration companies a
sense of where to drill.

What if there isn’t micro-seepage?
If there’s no seepage, there’s no way
satellites’ sensors can ‘see’ the oil or gas
directly. However, satellites are still
crucial in these situations because,
instead of looking for the oil, geologists
use satellites to look for the container
holding the oil.

Oil and gas don’t just lie in big
underground lakes, they’re also trapped
in the pores of rocks and are usually
naturally squeezed into speci�c shapes
called traps. The most common trap is an
anticline, where rock layers curve
upwards like a dome or an arch.

NASA’s Landsat satellites or Japan’s
Advanced Spaceborne Thermal Emission
and Re�ection Radiometer (ASTER)
sensor onboard NASA’s Terra satellite take
pictures of exposed rock layers on the
earth’s surface. And if geologists see
layers on the surface that are folded into
the shape of a dome, there’s a good
chance they’re folded the same way
deeper underground.

Another technique makes use of the
fact that oil forms when organic materials
are buried deep and ‘cooked’ by the
earth’s heat for millions of years. This
happens in deep depressions called
sedimentary basins.

Over the oceans, satellites measure the
height of the sea surface with incredible
precision. Large underwater geological
structures, which might contain oil traps,
have a gravitational pull that actually piles
water up above them. By mapping these
bumps in the ocean, scientists can map
the rock structures below the sea�oor.

Oil is found in sedimentary rock like
sandstone or limestone, which is
generally not magnetic. However, the
basement rock deep below it, such as
granite or volcanic rock, is magnetic. So
satellites measure the earth’s magnetic
�eld to �nd where the magnetic basement
is very deep.

And where the basement is deep, it
means there could be a thick layer of
sedimentary rock on top, with the
prospect of oil.
In e�ect, when there’s no micro-seepage,
satellites can’t say “there’s oil here” but
rather that “there’s a geological structure
here capable of holding oil”.

How do satellites track groundwater?
Since water is heavy, a large underground
aquifer actually has a stronger
gravitational pull than dry rock.

From 2002 to 2017, NASA operated its
Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment
(GRACE) mission with two satellites that
chased each other around the earth.
When the lead satellite �ew over a heavy
underground aquifer, gravity would pull it
slightly faster, changing the distance
between the two satellites. 

By measuring this change in distance,
scientists could weigh the water
underground.

One famous 2009 study published
in Nature used GRACE data to show that
groundwater levels in North India were
dropping at alarming rates because they
were being extracted to irrigate crops.

Remote-sensing makes resource
exploration faster, cheaper, and more
environmentally friendly. Instead of
drilling thousands of holes to �nd oil or
water, we can target speci�c areas.

It also helps us protect resources: by
monitoring forests and aquifers from
space, we can ensure we aren’t using
them up faster than nature can replenish
them.

What remote-sensing reveals about plants,
forests, and minerals from space
Remote-sensing technology allows engineers and scientists to map land, forests, water bodies, and minerals without physically touching the ground;

by detecting spectral signatures from visible and invisible light, satellites and drones reveal the health and location of natural resources

BUILDING BLOCKS

GETTY IMAGES

Vasudevan Mukunth
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MARKET WATCH

MONDAY % CHANGE

Sensexdddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 85,440 dddddddddddddddddddddd -0.38

US Dollar ddddddddddddddddddddddddd 90.30 dddddddddddddddddddddd -0.11

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 1,40,400 dddddddddddddddddddddddd0.68

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd61.79 dddddddddddddddddddddddddddd—

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Enter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2279.50. . . . . . . . . . -0.30

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1493.00. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.50

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 7083.00. . . . . . . . -46.50

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2815.60. . . . . . . . . . 43.00

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1285.80. . . . . . . . . . 18.90

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 9497.50. . . . . . . . . . -5.00

Bajaj Finserv . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2039.20. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.80

Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 978.75. . . . . . . . -11.70

Bharat Elec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 413.80. . . . . . . . . . 10.65

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2105.00. . . . . . . . . . -1.30

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1519.80. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.20

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 427.45. . . . . . . . . . -0.45

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1250.00. . . . . . . . . . -6.10

Hindustan Unilever .. . . . . . . . . . . 40.20. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 7482.50. . . . . . . . 148.00

Eternal Ltd.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 281.80. . . . . . . . . . -2.35

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2848.90. . . . . . . . . . -7.50

HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1607.60. . . . . . . . -32.60

HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 977.50. . . . . . . . -24.10

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 759.30. . . . . . . . . . . . 4.45

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 931.70. . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2384.10. . . . . . . . . . 36.10

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1371.50. . . . . . . . . . 16.10

IntGlobeAvi. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5102.50. . . . . . . . . . -3.50

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1606.40. . . . . . . . -34.00

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 349.70. . . . . . . . . . -0.35

Jio Financial Servic-

es Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 300.40. . . . . . . . . . -1.30

JSW Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1185.90. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.20

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2190.90. . . . . . . . . . -4.20

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4150.40. . . . . . . . -13.00

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3790.30. . . . . . . . -12.10

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 17155.00. . . . . . . . 195.00

Max Healthcare . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1050.50. . . . . . . . -12.10

NestleIndia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1314.60. . . . . . . . . . 34.90

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 350.60. . . . . . . . . . -1.50

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 238.09. . . . . . . . . . -3.37

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 271.65. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.70

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1578.10. . . . . . . . -14.20

SBI Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2075.60. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.20

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1005.55. . . . . . . . . . . . 6.60

Shriram Finance

Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1003.35. . . . . . . . . . -7.00

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1728.90. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.90

TataConsumerPro-

duct . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1182.10. . . . . . . . . . 11.40

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 185.72. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.84

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3216.10. . . . . . . . -34.60

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1596.90. . . . . . . . -15.10

Titan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4079.70. . . . . . . . . . 28.00

Tata Motors PV . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 373.55. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.20

Trent Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4429.80. . . . . . . . . . 20.20

UltraTech Cement . . . .. . . . . 12087.00. . . . . . . . 188.00

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 263.30. . . . . . . . . . -5.70

IndusInd Bank reported a sequential dip in loans
for a fourth straight quarter re�ecting continued
pressure on the lender’s growth. Loans slid 2.2%
quarter-on-quarter in the October–December
period, while deposits rose 1.1%, it said. On a
year-on-year basis, loans fell 13.1%, while deposits
slid 3.8%. This is in contrast to lenders like HDFC
Bank and Kotak Mahindra Bank which reported
double digit year-on-year loan growth for the
December quarter. IndusInd Bank had been
under pressure since disclosing a $230 million hit
in the year ended March 31, 2025 on internal
derivative trade misaccounting. REUTERS

IndusInd Bank posts
sequential dip in loans 

INBRIEF
�

iD Fresh Food, a food brand, said funds managed
by private equity �rm Apax Partners LLP, will
acquire a signi�cant minority stake from existing
shareholders — Premji Invest and TPG NewQuest
— both of which will remain investors alongside
its co-founder P.C. Musthafa and his cousins. The
�nancial terms of the transaction were not
disclosed. “The Apax funds’ investment will
allow us to accelerate growth, build capacity,
broaden our product range, and scale into more
cities and markets,” said Mr. Musthafa.

Apax to pick up minority
stake in iD Fresh Food 

Waaree Energies on Monday said that its arm
Waaree Energy Storage Solutions raised ₹1,003
crore from a cluster of strategic investors. The
latest fundraise is part of the ₹10,000-crore
capital expenditure plan aimed at setting up of a
20 GWh advanced, lithium-ion cell and battery
pack manufacturing plant, the company said in a
statement. The proposed plant will focus on the
production of high-performance cells and battery
packs tailored for utility-scale storage systems,
electric mobility, and distributed energy
applications. PTI

Waaree Energy Storage
Solutions raises ₹1,003 crore

Hindustan Laboratories
has �led preliminary pap-
ers with SEBI to raise funds
through an initial public of-
fering (IPO). The compa-
ny’s maiden public o�er-
ing comprises a fresh issue
of 50 lakh shares along
with an O�er for sale (OFS)
of 91 lakh shares by the
promoter. PTI

Hindustan

Laboratories

�les IPO papers

I
n a relief to Adani Pow-
er Limited, the Su-
preme Court on Mon-

day held that customs duty
cannot be imposed on
electricity supplied from a
Special Economic Zone
(SEZ) to the Domestic Ta-
ri� Area (DTA), setting
aside a 2019 judgment of
the Gujarat High Court and
relieving the company of
the levy on power generat-
ed at its Mundra plant.

A Bench comprising Jus-
tices Aravind Kumar and
N.V. Anjaria ruled that the
levy lacked statutory auth-
ority and that the State
could not retain amounts
collected under an invalid
tax. Directing the jurisdic-
tional Commissioner of
Customs to verify the claim
and issue refunds within
eight weeks, the apex
court cautioned the auth-
orities against raising
“hyper-technical objec-
tions” that could frustrate
the relief granted. 

Adani Power operates a
coal-based thermal power
plant within the Mundra
SEZ in Gujarat’s Kutch dis-
trict, with an installed ca-
pacity of 4,620 MW. 

The plant supplies elec-
tricity under long-term
power purchase agree-
ments to distribution com-
panies in Gujarat and Ha-
ryana, apart from meeting
the power requirements of
the SEZ.

The dispute traces its
origins to February 2010,
when the Centre amended
customs rules to impose
duty on electricity sup-

plied from an SEZ to the
DTA, while also seeking to
apply the levy retrospec-
tively from June 2009. In
the �rst round of litigation,
the Gujarat High Court, in
July 2015, had struck down
a part of the levy frame-
work and held that Adani
Power was entitled to ex-
emption from customs du-
ty on SEZ-to-DTA electrici-
ty supplies for a limited
period between June 2009
and September 2010. The
Supreme Court had subse-
quently declined to inter-
fere with that ruling.

Following the 2015 judg-
ment, SEZ authorities took
the position that the ex-
emption recognised by the
High Court was con�ned
strictly to that de�ned win-
dow and that customs duty
remained payable on elec-
tricity supplied thereafter. 

Challenging this inter-
pretation, Adani ap-
proached the Gujarat High
Court again in 2016, seek-
ing a declaration that it had
no liability to pay customs
duty on SEZ-to-DTA elec-
tricity supplies beyond
September 2010, along

with a refund of the
amounts already paid.

In its June 2019 judg-
ment, the High Court re-
jected the plea, holding
that the earlier ruling had
consciously restricted re-
lief to a speci�c period and
that Adani could not subse-
quently secure broader re-
lief that had not been
granted earlier. The High
Court also relied on the
post-2010 regulatory fra-
mework, observing that ex-
tending the exemption
could result in a double be-
ne�t, as Adani would
neither pay duty on inputs
used to generate power
nor on the electricity sup-
plied to the DTA. It further
held that later levy regimes
could not be invalidated
without being indepen-
dently challenged.

Reversing this view, the
Supreme Court held that
there was no factual dis-
tinction between the levy
struck down in 2015 and
the levy sought to be en-
forced thereafter for the
period between Septem-
ber 16, 2010 and February
15, 2016.

SC grants relief to
Adani, sets aside levy
on SEZ electricity 

Fuse o�: The Bench ruled that the State could not retain amounts

collected under an invalid tax. REUTERS 

‘Customs duty cannot be imposed on power supplied from special

economic zone to domestic tari� area; levy lacks statutory authority’
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If everything goes accord-
ing to the mutual under-
standing between the State
Government and the Info-
sys management, the IT
giant’s permanent campus
in Visakhapatnam will be
established on the Yenda-
da hills along the old
stretch of National High-
way-16, near the interna-
tional cricket stadium in
Madhurawada.

Final discussions are un-
derway between the go-
vernment and the compa-
ny regarding the incentives
the government needs to
extend, and o�cials are ex-
amining the proposals sub-
mitted by the company
concerning infrastructure
support. It is understood
that the government is con-
sidering allocating land to
the company at a rate of
₹0.99 per acre, similar to
what was given to IT giants
like TCS and Cognizant in
the past.

Con�rming this to The
Hindu on Monday, a go-
vernment o�cial said,
“Yes, the Infosys team re-
cently visited the city to in-
spect two suggested loca-
tions – Yendada and
Paradesipalem. The team
expressed more interest in
the Yendada site due to its
scenic view from various
directions. They have re-
quested 20 acres of land.
The required government
land is available on the
Yendada hills [survey num-
ber 179]. The price and
further discussions with
the government are yet to
be �nalised.”

Infosys is currently op-
erating its unit in a rented
building in the Rushikonda
IT zone area. Former Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy inaugurated the In-

fosys unit on October 16,
2023. Now, the company
wants to establish its own
permanent o�ce. If this
materialises, it will signi�-
cantly boost the Vizag IT
sector and create new em-
ployment opportunities.
This project will also create
a boom in the Yendada re-
sidential area which is
close to the beach.

“The government has al-
so agreed to allocate land
to Infosys wherever they
want, and an o�cial an-
nouncement is likely to be
made by the end of this
month. This expansion will
strengthen Vizag as a ma-
jor tech hub, with other IT
giants like TCS, Cognizant,
and Accenture also consi-
dering similar moves, as
the State is o�ering signi�-
cant incentives,” said
another government o�-
cial representing the IT
department.

Infosys and its subsidiar-
ies currently operate cam-
puses in nearly 50 coun-
tries worldwide. In South
India, the company alrea-
dy has major campuses in
Bengaluru, Mangaluru,
and Mysuru in Karnataka,
as well as in Hyderabad,
Chennai, and Thiruvanan-
thapuram. With the deci-
sion to set up a campus in
Visakhapatnam, Infosys
will now have presence in
all South Indian states.

Infosys eyes Yendada
hills for permanant
campus in Vizag 

The Yendada hill, which is likely

to house the permanent

campus of Infosys. V. RAJU 

V. Kamalakara Rao

VISAKHAPATNAM

The doubling of Foreign Di-
rect Investment (FDI) in-
�ows into Information
Technology (IT) sector in
the �rst half of FY26
(H1FY26) helped the south-
ern States of Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu raise their
share in total FDI even as
Maharashtra and Gujarat
saw their shares shrink.

FDI into India stood at
$35.2 billion in H1FY26
(April-September 2025),
up 18% from $29.8 billion
in the same period last �s-
cal, o�cial data show.

The FDI growth was dri-
ven by a twofold jump in
in�ow into the IT sector
(categorised as ‘Computer
Software & Hardware’) to
$9 billion in H1FY26. With
this, the sector’s share rose
up to 25% of the total FDI
�ow compared with 14% in
the prior period.

Still in pole position
Maharashtra, still at the
top position, saw a reduc-
tion in share of total FDI in
H1FY26 to 30% vs. 45%
($10.6 billion). Gujarat’s
share halved to 6.4% while
Karnataka with $9.4 billion
and Tamil Nadu with $3.6
billion were at second and
third spot in overall tally.

FDI into e-commerce
majors Meesho and Flip-
kart, from foreign promo-
ter entities and investors,
dominated the top deals.
Large PE investments in
Access Healthcare Services
and Haldiram Snacks and
investments by Ardour In-
vestment Holdings in Ada-

ni Green Energy were also
among the top deals. A
$0.8 billion FDI into Rai-
den Infotech, a subsidiary
of Google, for data centre
business was another key
FDI during this period.

Madhavi Arora, chief
economist, Emkay Global
said the change in FDI
shares of States was a func-
tion of India receiving
more services FDI com-
pared with manufacturing.
GCCs and new-age technol-
ogy �rms were concentrat-
ed in the Southern states,
especially Karnataka.

Sectorally, the “Servic-
es” sector (which is said to
include other services be-
sides technology) and
‘non-conventional’ energy
saw a decline in the FDI in-
�ows in this half year. 

In terms of origin, Singa-
pore led the way with a sig-
ni�cant $12 billion invested
accounting for 34% of the
total FDI. 

The U.S. and Mauritius
followed with $6.6 and
$3.5 billion respectively. 

(The writers are with The
Hindu businessline)

Share of southern
States in FDI rises as
IT in�ows double

Maharashtra saw a reduction in

share of total FDI in H1FY26 to

30% vs. 45%

Sindhu Hariharan

Rohan Das

Bharat Coking Coal Ltd.
(BCCL), a Coal India subsi-
diary, is set to raise
₹1,071.11 crore from prim-
ary markets.

The initial public o�er
(IPO) is entirely an o�er for
sale. The �rm has �xed a
price band of ₹21 to ₹23 a
share. The issue would
open on January 9 and
close January 13.

The shares can be
bought in lots of 600 and
in multiples of 600 there-
of. Half of the 46.5 crore
shares will be o�ered to
quali�ed institutional
buyers, 35% to retail inves-
tors and the rest to non-in-
stitutional investors.

BCCL is a 54-year-old
�rm producing coking
coal, non-coking coal and
washed coal. The �rm op-
erates a network of 34 op-
erational mines, including
4 underground mines, 26
opencast mines, and 4
mixed mines as of Septem-
ber 30, 2025.

Bharat Coking Coal was
the largest coking coal pro-
ducer in India in FY25 ac-
cording to a Crisil report.
The �rm was incorporated
in 1972 to mine and supply
coking coal concentrated
in mines located at Jharia,
Jharkhand and Raniganj,
West Bengal coal�elds.

The public sector �rm
has expanded operations
signi�cantly over the years
with coal output increasing
from 30.51 million tonne in
FY22 to 40.50 million
tonne in FY25, which is an
increase of 33%. 

(With PTI inputs)

Bharat Coking
Coal sets IPO
price band at
₹21 to ₹23 
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Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Governor Sanjay Malhotra,
during his meeting with
MDs and CEO of select
Non-Banking Finance
Companies (NBFCs) on
Monday, underlined the
need for sound underwrit-
ing standards and close
monitoring of asset quality
by the sector.

He further emphasised
on the criticality of cus-
tomer centricity, ethical
conduct and responsible
lending along with prompt
grievance redressal for
preserving con�dence in
the sector.

Heads of Government
NBFCs, housing �nance
companies (HFCs) and mi-
cro�nance Institutions also
participated. The partici-
pating entities together ac-
count for about 53% of
NBFC sector’s assets. 

Meanwhile, the �rst
meeting of the Payments
Regulatory Board was held
on Monday in Mumbai un
der the Chairmanship of
Governor Malhotra.

Closely
monitor asset
quality, RBI
tells NBFCs

A man walks past the Reserve

Bank of India (RBI) logo outside

its headquarters in Mumbai.
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Catch of the year

Rich haul: A sta�er holds up a 243-kg bluefin tuna at the sushi restaurant ‘Sushizanmai’ in Tokyo on Monday, after the New Year auction at

Toyosu fish market. A Japanese sushi entrepreneur paid a record $3.2 million for a giant bluefin tuna at the annual prestigious New Year

auction in Tokyo’s main fish market, smashing the previous all-time high. AFP

Simple Energy, an electric
two-wheeler manufactur-
ing company, has launched
the Gen 2 model of Simple
One and Simple OneS
along with Simple Ultra
with an IDC range of 400
km in a single charge. The
vehicle is powered by a 6.5
kWh battery, the largest ev-
er �tted on an electric
scooter in India, the com-
pany said.

Simple Energy
launches 
e-scooters at
₹1.5 lakh 
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Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd.
(M&M) on Monday
launched XUV 7XO at an
introductory starting price
of ₹13.66 lakh (ex-show-
room) for the petrol ma-
nual variant. The diesel
variant price will start from
₹14.96 lakh. The top-end
variant is priced at ₹24.11
lakh. Automatic transmis-
sion is available at an addi-
tional ₹1.45 lakh and the
all-wheel drive variant is
available at an additional
cost of ₹2.45 lakh, the com-
pany said. These are Intro-
ductory prices for �rst

40,000 customer
deliveries.

Deliveries of AX7, AX7T,
AX7L variants will com-
mence from January 14
starting with pre-booked
customers. The AX, AX3,
and AX5 variants will be
delivered from April 2026
for diesel manual.

The “feature-rich, con-
nected car” is set to re-
place the XUV700, which
was �rst introduced in
2021.

R. Velusamy, President,
Automotive Business, Ma-
hindra & Mahindra Ltd.,
said, “XUV 7XO is our next
step in delivering a truly
premium, technology-for-

ward SUV — smoother in
ride, sharper in response,
and smarter in
experience.”

Pratap Bose, Chief De-
sign & Creative O�cer, Ma-
hindra & Mahindra Ltd.,
said, “We wanted the XUV
7XO to feel instantly recog-
nisable, iconic yet unmis-
takably new. Its exterior
design exudes the trade-
mark Mahindra authentic-
SUV character of athletic
presence and sophisticat-
ed re�nement, with an im-
posing all-new grille featur-
ing a piano black �nish and
jewel like talon accents, as
well as Bi-LED projector
headlamps with DRLs.” 

M&M unveils XUV 7XO at ₹13.66 lakh

The Hindu Bureau

MUMBAI
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G
lobal stock mar-
kets, riding high on
AI euphoria at the

start of 2026 may be disre-
garding one of the biggest
threats that could spoil the
party: a surge in in�ation
driven partly by the tech
investment boom.

U.S. stock indexes,
where seven tech groups
contributed half of all mar-
ket earnings this year,
made double-digit gains
in2025 to hit record highs
as exuberance about AI
and monetary easing also
propelled European and
Asian equities to record
peaks.

Rate cut hopes
Expectations for further
rate cuts have buoyed
bonds too, handing U.S.
Treasury investors the best
annual performance for-
�ve years as in�ation re-
treated, although it re-
mains above the Federal
Reserve’s average 2% tar-
get. For 2026, waves of go-
vernment stimulus in the
U.S., Europe and Japan as
well as the AI boom are ex-
pected to refuel global
growth.

This has money manag-
ers bracing for in�ation
tore-accelerate, prompting
central banks to end their
rate-cutting cycles, slam-
ming the brakes on the ea-

sy money �ow into AI-ob-
sessed markets.

“You need a pin that
pricks the bubble and it
will probably come
through tighter money,”
said Trevor Greetham,
head of multi-asset at Royal
London Asset Manage-
ment. He said that while he
was holding on to big tech
stocks for now he would
not be surprised to see in-
�ation booming worldwide
by the end of2026.

Tighter money would
reduce investors’ appetite
for speculative tech, raise
funding costs for AI pro-
jects and reduce tech
groups’ pro�ts and share
prices, Greetham said.

The multi-trillion-dollar
race by so-called hyper-

scalers like Microsoft, Meta
and Alphabet to build new
data centres was also an in-
�ationary force, analysts
said, because of the rate at
which these projects are
gobbling up energy and ad-
vanced chips.

Rising costs
“The costs are going up not

down in our forecast, be-
cause there’s in�ation in
chip costs and in�ation in
power costs,” Morgan Stan-
ley strategist Andrew
Sheets said.

He said U.S. consumer
price in�ation would stay
above the Federal Re
serve’s 2% target until the
end of 2027 in part be-
cause of heavy corporate
investment in AI.

Above target in�ation
J.P. Morgan head of cross-
asset strategy Fabio Bassi
said that an improving U.S.
labour market, stimulus
spending and rate cuts that
have already happened
would keep in�ation above
that target “regardless of
the price of chips.”

Aviva Investors said in
its 2026 outlook that a key
market risk would come
from central banks ending
their rate-cuttingcycles or
even starting to hike, as
price pressures build up-
from AI investment and
waves of government sti-
mulus spending inEurope
and Japan.

Chips and charges 
“What keeps us awake at
night is that in�ation risk
has resurfaced,” said Julius
Bendikas European head
of economics and dynamic
asset allocation at Mercer,
which manages $683 bil-
lion of assets directly and
advises institutions run-
ning a combined $16.2
trillion.

He is not yet betting on a
stock market correction,
but is edging out of debt
markets that might get rat-
tled by an in�ation shock.

Markets have already
shown early signs of
nerves about rising costs
and potential AI
over-spending.

Oracle’s shares plunged
last month as it revealed
spending had soared,
while U.S. tech stablemate
Broadcom’s stock also
dropped after it warned its
high pro�t margins would
get squeezed.

Personal computer mak-
er HP Inc. expects to feel
pressure on prices and
pro�ts in the later part of
2026 from the surge in me-
mory chip costs driven by
rising data centre demand.

“In�ation is what could
start to scare investors and
cause markets to show
some cracks,” said asset
manager Carmignac invest-
ment committee member
and portfolio manager Ke-
vin Thozet.

With the economic
growth cycle accelerating
“in�ation risk remains very
underappreciated,” he
said, prompting him to
stock up on in�ation-pro-
tected Treasuries. 

As rate hike risks in-
creased, he said, the price-
earnings valuations inves-
tors applied to large AI
stocks would fall.

AI cost blowout
Deutsche Bank expects AI
data-centre capital expen-
diture to reach as much as
$4 trillion by 2030 and the
rapid rollout of these pro-
jects could cause supply
bottlenecks in chips and
electricity that make in-
vestment costs spiral, the
bank’s analysts said.

George Chen, partner at
consultancy Asia Group,
who also formerly held a
senior role at Meta, said
that cost blowouts and con-
sumer price in�ation
would raise the costs of AI
projects and prompt a
rethink among investors
about chasing the AI
theme.

“Memory chip cost in�a-
tion will push up prices for
AI groups, lower investors’
returns and then the �ow
of money intothis sector
will reduce,” he said.

AI-driven in�ation is 2026’s most
overlooked risk, investors say

Risky year: A trader works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. AP

In�ation risk ‘underappreciated’ by markets in 2026 -investor; data centre spree to contribute to price pressures, according to analysts; investors warn

interest rate hikes to cool in�ation will hit Arti�cial Intelligence (AI) shares ; world stocks, investors’ risk appetite heavily exposed to AI boom

Reuters
LONDON/NEW YORK

Tighter money would
reduce investors’
appetite for speculative
tech, raise funding costs
for AI projects and
reduce tech groups’
pro�ts and share prices
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Looking ahead to some of
the biggest lawsuits of
2026, one theme stands
out: the law is racing to
catch up with technology.

High-stakes disputes in-
volving arti�cial intelli-
gence, antitrust, privacy,
social media and more are
poised to shape the litiga-
tion landscape in the year
ahead, o�ering a legal
stress test for the digital
age.

The cases I’m following
include litigation over soft-
ware pricing algorithms.
Class-actions have already
been brought against lan-
dlords that use the AI-dri-
ven tools to help set apart-
ment rents, hotel

operators to decide room
rates and healthcare insur-
ers to determine out-of-
network reimbursements.

Antitrust concerns may
arise if the software “sug-
gests prices based on the
non-public information of
competitors” that also use
the platform, Skadden,
Arps, Slate, Meagher &
Flom antitrust partner Ka-
ren Lent, who has repre-
sented defendants facing
such allegations, told me.

Could that be consi-
dered illegal per se, akin to
industry titans meeting in
a smoke-�lled room to �x
prices?

The question looms
large in a potential test
case in Seattle federal
court, where apartment
renters �led a proposed-
class-action against major
property management

companies and software
maker Yardi Systems in
2023. The plainti�s allege
the landlords colluded to
set rents on millions of
apartments acrossthe
country through Yardi’s

automated pricing
software.

In a pending motion for
summary judgment, Yardi
denies the allegations. The
company’s outside coun-
sel, Debevoise & Plimpton-

partner Maura Monaghan,
told me Yardi software on-
ly utilizes“the client’s own
data and publicly available
information.”

Arti�cial intelligence-re-
lated litigation is heating

up on other fronts as well,
said Gregory Ewing, a data
privacy and cybersecurity
partner at Dickinson
Wright. He �ags dozens of-
still-unresolved suits
against major tech compa-
nies over what constitutes
fair use of copyrighted ma-
terials in training AI
models.

Judges nationwide are
considering when such use
of materials creates new,
transformative content
that doesn’t diminish the
market for the original
work.

Watch list
My watch list includes a
class action brought in San-
Francisco federal court by
anonymous software cod-
ers against GitHub, Micro-
soft (which bought GitHub
in 2018), and OpenAI.

Seeking billions in penal-
ties, the plainti�s allege the
companies copied their
computer code to train the
AI-powered assistant
Copilot.

After a lower court
judge dismissed the plain-
ti�s’ Digital Millennium
Copyright Act claims at the
heart of the case, the9th
U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals granted an interlocu-
tory appeal, with oral argu-
ments set for Feb. 11.

A GitHub spokesperson
said Copilot “adheres to
applicable laws.” Microsoft
declined comment and an
OpenAI spokesperson said
the claims are without me-
rit. Massive penalties are
also on the line in litigation
brought under the Califor-
nia Invasion of Privacy Act,
in which plainti�s allege
consumer tech companies’

online tracking tools vio-
late their privacy. The chal-
lenge, Mayer Brown litiga-
tion partner John
Nadolenco noted, is how to
apply the 1967 wiretapping
law to modern website
tools.

For example, Meta has
been hit with lawsuits un-
der the California privacy
law and other consumer
protection statutes involv-
ing its “Pixel” — a snippet
of code that allows compa-
nies to track visitor activity
online. As I previously
wrote, a San Francisco fed-
eral jury in August found
Meta liable for violating the
privacy of users of the fer-
tility tracking app Flo. The
crucial question now is
damages. 

(The opinions expressed
here are those of the auth-
or, a columnist for Reuters)

Old laws, new tech: massive litigation poised to de�ne 2026

Reuters

New problem: The year ahead will be o�ering a legal stress test for the digital age. REUTERS

OPINION

Sales of new cars in the United States rose about
2% in 2025, analysts estimate, defying a year of
extraordinary disruption for an industry where
“black swan” events have become routine.

Automakers confronted supply-chain snarls,
unpredictable tari�s and the removal of a $7,500
electric-vehicle tax credit,factors that drove some
buyers to dealer lots to snatch vehicles before
regulations pushed prices higher.

“To say it’s been a sales roller coaster of a year
would bean understatement,” said Thomas King,
president of OEM solutions at J.D. Power.

Analysts warn that sustaining this growth in
2026 may prove di�cult as economic uncertainty
and tari�-related costs weigh on consumers.

About 16 million vehicles were sold last year,
with gas-powered trucks, SUVs and hybrids
fuelling demand. Final �gures will be released
later Monday by automakers including Toyota
Motor, General Motors and Hyundai Motor.

While some automakers bumped up prices of
models made outside of the U.S., tari�s did not
substantially a�ect vehicle prices, J.D. Power
found. The average new-vehicle retail transaction
price in December had been expected to
reach$47,104, up $715 or 1.5% from December
2024, the �rm said.

Issue of a�ordability 
Still, a�ordability remained a top barrier for the
industry, and executives from Detroit’s auto
giants have been called to testify about this at a
Senate Commerce Committee hearing on January
14. “Many price-sensitive shoppers have been
pushed out of the new-vehicle market entirely as
elevated monthly payments put ownership out of
reach,” said Edmunds’ head of insights Jessica
Caldwell. Electric vehicles were perhaps the most
turbulent part of the market last year. U.S.
President Donald Trump axed a hefty consumer
tax credit, and championed loosening regulations
around fuel economy and emissions. The moves
have dampened consumer demand and caused
automakers to pull back on plans to produce
electric models.

Sales of EVs are expected to account for 6.6%
of retail sales in December, down from 11.2% the
prior year, according to J.D. Power. Last summer,
GM announced it would use some plants to
increase production of gas models, instead of the
originally intended EVs. The automaker in
October took a $1.6 billion charge related to
changing its EV plans, and said more charges
would be recorded in the fourth quarter. Ford
and Stellantis killed o� major EV programmes in
2025. “We had to come up with a better plan,”
Ford CEO Jim Farley told Reuters, as the
automaker said it would take a $19.5billion hit
after cancelling the fully-electric version of
theF-150 Lightning pickup, as well as a planned
next-generation electric truck and van.

U.S. auto 
sales defy
regulatory
uncertainty to
rise 2% in 2025

Against odds: Grenadier vehicles are shown for sale at a

Grenadier dealership in Irvine, California, U.S. REUTERS

Reuters
DETROIT

Samsung Electronics plans
to double this year the
number of its mobile devic-
es with “Galaxy AI” fea-
tures largely powered by
Google’s Gemini, its co-
CEO said, which would
give the U.S. �rm an edge
over rivals as the global
race in arti�cial intelli-
gence heats up.

The South Korean com-
pany, which had rolled out
Gemini-backed AI features
to about 400 million mo-
bile products, including
smartphones and tablets,
by last year, plans to boost
that �gure to 800 million
in 2026.

“We will apply AI to all
products, all functions,
and all services as quickly
as possible,” T. M. Roh told
Reuters in his �rst inter-

view since becoming Sam-
sung Electronics co-CEO in
November.

Major boost to Google
The plan by the world’s lar-
gest backer of Google’s An-
droid mobile platform is
set to give a major boost to
its developer Google,
which is locked in a race

with OpenAI and others to
attract more consumer us-
ers to their AI model.

Samsung seeks to re-
claim its lost crown from
Apple in the smartphone
market and fend o� com-
petition from Chinese riv-
als not only in mobile tele-
phones, but televisions
and home appliances, all

overseen by Roh.
It will o�er integrated AI

services across consumer
products to widen its lead
over Apple in such fea-
tures, though the latter
was set to be the top smart-
phone maker last year,ac-
cording to market re-
searcher Counterpoint.

AI race
Alphabet’s Google
launched the latest version
of Gemini in November,
highlighting Gemini 3’s
lead on several popular in-
dustry measures of AI mo-
del performance.

In response to Gemini 3,
Open AI CEO Sam Altman
reportedly issued an inter-
nal “code red,” pausing
non-core projects and redi-
recting teams to accelerate
development. The
ChatGPT maker launched
its GPT-5.2 AI model a few

weeks later. Roh expects
the adoption of AI to accel-
erate, as Samsung’s sur-
veys on awareness of its
Galaxy AI brand jumped to
a level of 80% from about
30% in just one year.

“Even though the AI
technology might seem a
bit doubtful right now,
within six months to a
year, these technologies
will become more wides-
pread,” he said.

While search is the most
used AI feature on phones,
consumers also frequently
use a range of generative AI
editing and productivity
tools for images and oth-
ers, as well as translation
and summary features, he
said.

Galaxy AI is Samsung’s
term for its suite of AI fea-
tures,including those po-
wered by both Google’s Ge-
mini model and Samsung’s

own Bixby for di�erent
tasks. Samsung shares end-
ed up 7.5% on Monday, as
the company is set to �ag a
pro�t jump for the fourth
quarter later this week,
fueled by a global chip
shortage.

Chip shortage 
A global shortage of me-
mory chips is a boon to
Samsung’s mainstay semi-
conductor business, but
pressures margins on the
smartphone business, its
second largest revenue
source.

“As this situation is un-
precedented, no company
is immune to its impact,”
Roh said, adding that the
crisis a�ects not only mo-
bile phones but other con-
sumer electronics, from
TVs to home a ppliances.

He did not rule out rais-
ing product prices.

Samsung to double AI mobile devices to 800 mn 
Reuters
SEOUL

Going AI way: People shop inside a store selling Samsung mobile

phones and accessories in Mumbai, India. REUTERS
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Saudi-backed National Shield Forces spread across Yemen’s

Mukalla on Sunday after retaking the port city which was seized by

southern separatists last month. The capital of Hadramout province

was retaken by Yemen’s internationally recognised government

following days of Saudi airstrikes. AP

Saudi-backed Yemeni forces retake
Hadramout after days of airstrikes

ADEN

REUTERS
X

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and his Pakistani counterpart

Ishaq Dar pledged on Monday to further deepen ties and expand

cooperation as signs of rapprochement between Islamabad and

Washington grow. Both sides also called for “visible and verifiable

actions to dismantle terrorist groups” in Afghanistan. REUTERS

China and Pakistan rea�rm ties as
U.S. outreach to Islamabad deepens

BEIJING

INSTAGRAM/FOREIGNOFFICEPK
X

A Hindu businessman, who was also the acting editor of a

newspaper, was fatally shot in the head by unidentified assailants

on Monday in Jessore district in Bangladesh, o�icials said. The

shooting marks the latest in a spate of violence against minorities,

especially the Hindu community members in the country. PTI

Hindu man killed in latest spate 
of minority attacks in Bangladesh

DHAKA

PTI
X

A U.S. military operation in Venezuela killed 32 Cuban o�icers over

the weekend, the Cuban government said on Sunday in the first

o�icial death count provided of the strikes in the South American

nation. Cuba’s government announced two days of mourning for

the o�icers who were killed. AP

Cuban govt. con�rms 32 o�cers
killed in U.S. attack in Venezuela

HAVANA

REUTERS

U.S. President Donald
Trump on Sunday told re-
porters that U.S. o�cials
have determined that Uk-
raine did not target a resi-
dence belonging to Rus-
sian President Vladimir
Putin in a drone attack last
week, disputing Kremlin
claims that Mr. Trump had
initially greeted with deep
concern.

Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergey Lavrov last week
said Ukraine launched a
wave of drones at Mr. Pu-
tin’s state residence in the
northwestern Novgorod
region that the Russian de-
fence systems were able to
defeat. 

The allegation came just
a day after Ukrainian Presi-

dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy
had travelled to Florida for
talks with Mr. Trump. Mr.
Zelenskyy quickly denied
the Kremlin’s allegation.

Mr. Trump said that “so-
mething happened near-
by” Mr. Putin’s residence,
but that American o�cials
didn’t �nd that the resi-
dence was targeted.

“I don’t believe that

strike happened,” Mr.
Trump told reporters. “We
don’t believe that hap-
pened, now that we’ve
been able to check,” he ad-
ded. European o�cials
have argued that the Rus-
sian claim was nothing
more than an e�ort by
Moscow to undermine the
peace e�ort.

Fresh strikes
Meanwhile, Russian strikes
hit a medical clinic in capi-
tal Kyiv on Monday, forcing
night-time evacuations in-
to freezing temperatures
and killing two people, in-
cluding a patient at the fa-
cility. 

Moscow launched a to-
tal of 165 drones and at
least nine missiles over-
night, the Ukrainian air-
force said. 

Ukraine did not target Putin
residence in drone strike as
Kremlin claims, says Trump

Donald Trump

Associated Press
ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE

U
.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio
suggested on Sun-

day that the United States
would not govern Venezue-
la day-to-day other than
enforcing an existing “oil
quarantine” on the coun-
try, even as President Do-
nald Trump again insisted
that the U.S. would be in
control following its ouster
of leader Nicolás Maduro.

Mr. Rubio’s statements
seemed designed to tem-
per concerns that the as-
sertive action to achieve re-
gime change in Venezuela
might lead the U.S. into
another prolonged foreign
intervention or failed at-

tempt at nation-building.
They stood in contrast to
Mr. Trump’s broad but
vague claims that the U.S.
would at least temporarily
“run” the oil-rich nation,
comments that suggested
some sort of governing

structure under which Ca-
racas would be controlled
by Washington.

“We’re going to run it,
�x it,” he said of Venezuela
while aboard Air Force
One. Hours earlier, Mr. Ru-
bio o�ered a more

nuanced take, saying the
U.S. would enforce an oil
quarantine that was alrea-
dy in place on sanctioned
tankers before Mr. Maduro
was captured by the U.S
forces on Saturday and use
that leverage to press poli-
cy changes in Venezuela.

“And so that’s the sort of
control the President
(Trump) is pointing to
when he says that,” Mr. Ru-
bio told CBS. “We continue
with that quarantine, and
we expect to see that there
will be changes, not just in
the way the oil industry is
run for the bene�t of the
people, but also so that
they stop the drug
tra�cking.”

Mr. Trump’s vowing that
the U.S. will run Venezuela

has sparked concerns
among some Democrats
and drawn unease from
parts of his own Republi-
can coalition that is op-
posed to foreign interven-
tions, and from observers
who recalled past nation-
building e�orts in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

‘A di�erent mission’
Mr. Rubio dismissed such
criticism.

“The whole foreign poli-
cy apparatus thinks eve-
rything is Libya, everyth-
ing is Iraq, everything is
Afghanistan,” Mr. Rubio
said. “This is not the Mid-
dle East [West Asia]. And
our mission here is very
di�erent. This is the West-
ern Hemisphere.”

‘U.S. won’t govern Venezuela, but will
press for changes through embargo’

Demonstrators outside the courthouse in New York as Nicolas

Maduro awaits his arraignment hearing on Monday. AFP

Remarks by Marco Rubio stand in contrast with Donald Trump’s insistence that the U.S. will ‘run’ the oil-rich country after

the capture of its leader Nicolas Maduro; Democrats and Republicans opposed to foreign interventions express concerns 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

Greenland’s leader de-
clared “enough is enough,”
and Denmark’s allies in Eu-
rope a�rmed that the Arc-
tic island’s future must be
determined by its people,
rebu�ng renewed remarks
by U.S. President Donald
Trump about acquiring the
vast territory.

“Greenland and the
Kingdom of Denmark must
determine the future of
Greenland and nobody
else,” British Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer told repor-
ters. 

On Sunday, Mr. Trump
told The Atlantic magazine
in an interview: “We do
need Greenland, absolute-
ly. We need it for defence.”

“Threats, pressure, and
talk of annexation have no
place between friends,”
Greenland Prime Minister
Jens-Frederik Nielsen said
on Facebook late on Sun-
day. “Enough is enough.
(...) No more fantasies
about annexation.”

German Foreign Minis-
ter Johann Wadephul said
on Monday that Greenland
belongs to Denmark and
suggested NATO could dis-
cuss strengthening its pro-
tection if necessary.

Support for Denmark
and Greenland also came
swiftly from all Nordic and
Baltic leaders. Danish
Prime Minister Mette Fre-
deriksen said U.S. com-
ments about needing to
take over Greenland made
“absolutely no sense”.

Greenland PM says
‘no more fantasies
about annexation’
Reuters
COPENHAGEN

Colombia’s President Gus-
tavo Petro on Sunday re-
jected threats by his U.S.
counterpart Donald
Trump who also accused
him of being a drug
tra�cker.

Speaking to reporters
on Sunday, Mr. Trump
made threats of military
action against Colombia,
saying the South American
country is “very sick too”
and “run by a sick man
who likes making cocaine
and selling it to the United
States.”

“He has cocaine mills
and cocaine factories and
is not going to be doing it
very long,” Mr. Trump
added.

When asked whether
military intervention simi-
lar to Venezuela was on the
cards for Colombia, the Re-
publican leader said: “It
sounds good to me.”

Mr. Petro rebu�ed the
accusations saying his
“name does not appear in
court records.”

“Stop slandering me,
Mr. Trump.” Mr. Petro said
on the social media plat-
form X. “That’s not how
you threaten a Latin Amer-
ican President who
emerged from the armed
struggle and then from the
people of Colombia’s �ght
for Peace.”

Colombia’s Foreign Mi-
nistry called the U.S. Presi-
dent’s threats “unaccepta-
ble interference” and
demanded “respect.”

Colombian President
slams Trump, says
‘stop slandering me’
Agence France-Presse
BOGOTÁIran will o�er no leniency

to “rioters”, though the pu-
blic has a right to demon-
strate, the head of the
country’s judiciary said on
Monday, following more
than a week of protests.

The remarks came after
U.S. President Donald
Trump warned Iran would
“get hit very hard” if the
authorities killed more
demonstrators.

The protests began on
December 28 when shop-
keepers in Tehran staged a
strike over high prices and
economic stagnation, but
they have since spread to
other places and expanded
to include political
demands.

“I instruct the attorney
general and prosecutors

across the country to act in
accordance with the law
and with resolve against
the rioters and those who
support them... and to
show no leniency or indul-
gence,” Gholamhossein
Mohseni Ejei said, accord-
ing to the judiciary’s Mizan
news agency. He went on

to add that Iran “listens to
the protesters and their
criticism, and distinguish-
es between them and
rioters”.

Demonstrations have ta-
ken place in 25 of Iran’s 31
provinces, according to an
AFP tally. At least 12 people
have been killed according

to o�cial announcements.
Since the protests be-

gan, o�cials have publicly
struck a conciliatory tone
when it comes to protes-
ters’ economic demands,
while vowing to take a hard
line against any chaos or
destabilisation.

Monthly allowance
On Sunday, the govern-
ment announced a month-
ly allowance for every citi-
zen to alleviate economic
pressure, equivalent to
around 3.5% of the average
monthly wage.

The reformist newspap-
er Arman Melli said on
Monday that the authori-
ties had “heard the voices
of the protesters”, while
the conservative papers Ja-
van and Kayhan accused
the U.S. and Israel of �nan-
cially supporting rioters.

Iran judiciary chief says no leniency
to ‘rioters’ as demonstrations loom
Agence France-Presse
PARIS

Growing clamour: This photo from December 29, 2025 shows

protesters marching on a bridge in capital Tehran.

Israel’s air force struck
areas in southern and east-
ern Lebanon on Monday,
saying they are home to in-
frastructure for the mili-
tant groups Hezbollah and
Hamas.

The strikes came a few
days before Lebanon’s Ar-
my commander is sche-
duled to brief the govern-
ment on its mission of
disarming Hezbollah in
areas along the border
with Israel.

The strikes took place
nearly two hours after Is-
rael’s military Arabic lan-

guage spokesman Avichay
Adraee posted warnings
on X that the military
would strike targets for
Hezbollah and the Palesti-
nian Hamas groups in two
villages in the eastern Be-
kaa Valley and two others
in southern Lebanon.

The Lebanese Army last
year began the disarma-
ment process of Palesti-
nian groups while the go-
vernment has said that by

the end of 2025 all the
areas close to the border
with Israel — known as the
south Litani area — will be
clear of Hezbollah’s armed
presence.

The Lebanese govern-
ment is scheduled to dis-
cuss Hezbollah’s disarma-
ment during a meeting on
Thursday that will be at-
tended by Army comman-
der Gen. Rudolph Haikal.

Monday’s airstrikes
were in villages north of
the Litani river and far
from the border with Is-
rael. Israel continues to
strike targets in Lebanon
despite a cease�re with
Hezbollah.

Israel continues to
strike Lebanon
despite a cease�re
with Hezbollah

Israel strikes Hezbollah and
Hamas targets in Lebanon
ahead of disarmament meet
Press Trust of India
BEIRUT

On the draw 

UN Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres on Monday
called for respect of na-
tions’ political indepen-
dence following a U.S. mili-
tary operation in
Venezuela.

Mr. Guterres urges “res-
pect for the principles of
sovereignty, political inde-
pendence and territorial
integrity of states,” accord-
ing to remarks read on his
behalf by Under-Secretary-
General Rosemary DiCarlo
during an emergency UN
Security Council meeting. 

“I am deeply concerned
about the possible intensi-

�cation (of ) instability in
the country, the potential
impact on the region, and
the precedent it may set for
how relations between and
among states are conduct-
ed,” the UN chief’s remarks
said.

Colombia, a new mem-
ber of the Security Coun-
cil, formally requested the
meetings. U.S. ally Britain
called during the meeting
for a “safe and peaceful
transition to a legitimate
government”. Russian am-
bassador Vassily Nebenzia
slammed the operation as
a “harbinger of a turn back
to the era of lawlessness
and U.S. domination by
force.”

UN chief emphasises
on ‘respect’ for states’
territorial integrity
Agence France-Presse
UNITED NATIONS
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Habibullah set o� from his home in western Af-
ghanistan determined to �nd work in Iran, only
for the 15-year-old to freeze to death while walking
across the mountainous frontier.

“He was forced to go, to bring food for the fami-
ly,” his mother, Mah Jan, said at her mud home in
Ghunjan village. 

“We have no food to eat, we have no clothes to
wear. The house in which I live has no electricity,
no water. I have no proper window, nothing to
burn for heating,” she added, clutching a photo of
her son.

Habibullah was one of at least 18 migrants who
died last month while trying to cross illegally into
Iran from Afghanistan’s Herat province, according
to o�cials, when temperatures were around -3°C.

With earthquakes and drought compounding a
daily struggle to survive in Afghanistan, around
half the population will need humanitarian assis-
tance this year, according to the United Nations.

Habibullah’s stepbrother, Gul Ahmad, said the
teenager had tried shoe polishing but only earned
up to 15 afghanis (23 cents) per day.

Habibullah was among 15 bodies returned from
Iran, an Afghan border source said. A further
three migrants who died were recovered on the
Afghan side of the frontier, an army o�cial said.

Over just a matter of days last month, around
1,600 Afghan migrants “who were at risk of per-
ishing due to the weather” were rescued in the
mountains, according to Iranian border guard
commander Majid Shoja, quoted by the ILNA
news agency.

They are drawn to Iran due to greater job op-
portunities and a common language, but legal
routes are limited.

Afghan migrants
freeze to death
crossing into Iran 

Relatives of Habibullah sit near his grave in Ghunjan

village on Herat province, Afghanistan. AFP

Agence France Presse
GHUNJAN

W
idening prot-
ests in Iran
sparked by the

Islamic Republic’s ailing
economy are putting new
pressure on its theocracy.

Tehran is still reeling
from a 12-day war
launched by Israel in June
that saw the United States
bomb nuclear sites in Iran.
Economic pressure, which
has intensi�ed since Sep-
tember when the United
Nations reimposed sanc-
tions on the country over
its atomic programme, has
put Iran’s rial currency in-
to a free fall, now trading at
some 1.4 million to $1. 

Meanwhile, Iran’s self-
described “Axis of Resis-
tance” — a coalition of
countries and militant
groups backed by Tehran —
has been decimated in the
years since the start of the
Israel-Hamas war in 2023. 

A threat by U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump warn-
ing Iran that if Tehran “vio-
lently kills peaceful
protesters” the U.S. “will
come to their rescue,” has
taken on new meaning af-
ter American troops cap-
tured Venezuelan Presi-
dent Nicolás Maduro, a
long-time ally of Tehran.

“We’re watching it very
closely,” Mr. Trump told
journalists aboard Air
Force One late Sunday. “If

they start killing people
like they have in the past, I
think they’re going to get
hit very hard by the United
States.” 

Here’s what to know
about the protests and the
challenges facing Iran’s go-
vernment. 

Demonstrations have
reached over 220 locations
in 26 of Iran’s 31 provinces,
the U.S.-based Human
Rights Activists News Agen-
cy reported early Monday.
The death toll had reached
at least 20, it added, with
more than 990 arrests. The
group, which relies on an
activist network inside of
Iran for its reporting, has
been accurate in past un-
rest. 

Understanding the scale
of the protests has been
di�cult. Iranian state me-
dia has provided little in-
formation about the de-
monstrations. Online
videos o�er only brief, sha-
ky glimpses of people in
the streets or the sound of
gun�re. Journalists in gen-
eral in Iran also face limits
on reporting such as re-
quiring permission to tra-
vel around the country, as
well as the threat of harass-
ment or arrest by
authorities.

But the protests do not
appear to be stopping,
even after Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on
Saturday said “rioters must
be put in their place.”

The collapse of the rial
has led to a widening eco-
nomic crisis in Iran. Prices
are up on meat, rice and

other staples of the Iranian
dinner table. The nation
has been struggling with
an annual in�ation rate of
some 40%.

In December, Iran intro-
duced a new pricing tier
for its nationally subsidised
gasoline, raising the price
of some of the world’s
cheapest gas and further
pressuring the population.
Tehran may seek steeper
price increases in the fu-
ture, as the government
now will review prices ev-
ery three months.

The protests began �rst
with merchants in Tehran
before spreading. While in-
itially focused on econom-
ic issues, the demonstra-
tions soon saw protesters
chanting anti-government
statements as well. Anger
has been simmering over
the years, particularly after
the 2022 death of 22-year-
old Mahsa Amini in police
custody that triggered na-
tionwide demonstrations.

Iran’s “Axis of Resis-
tance,” which grew in pro-

minence in the years after
the 2003 U.S.-led invasion
and subsequent occupa-
tion of Iraq, is reeling. 

Israel has crushed Ha-
mas in the devastating war
in the Gaza Strip. Hezbol-
lah, the Shiite militant
group in Lebanon, has
seen its top leadership
killed by Israel and has
been struggling since. A
lightning o�ensive in De-
cember 2024 overthrew
Iran’s long-time stalwart al-
ly and client in Syria, Presi-
dent Bashar Assad, after
years of war there. Ye-
men’s Iranian-backed
Houthi rebels also have
been pounded by Israeli
and U.S. airstrikes.

China meanwhile has
remained a major buyer of
Iranian crude oil, but
hasn’t provided overt mili-
tary support. Neither has
Russia, which has relied on
Iranian drones in its war
on Ukraine. 

Iran has insisted for de-
cades that its nuclear pro-
gramme is peaceful. Ho-

wever, its o�cials have
increasingly threatened to
pursue a nuclear weapon. 

Iran had been enriching
uranium to near weapons-
grade levels prior to the
U.S. attack in June, making
it the only country without
a nuclear weapons pro-
gramme to do so.

Tehran also increasingly
cut back its cooperation
with the International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), the UN’s nuclear
watchdog, as tensions in-
creased over its nuclear
programme in recent
years. The IAEA’s director-
general has warned Iran
could build as many as 10
nuclear bombs, should it
decide to weaponise its
programme. U.S. intelli-
gence agencies have as-
sessed that Iran has yet to
begin a weapons pro-
gramme, but has “underta-
ken activities that better
position it to produce a nu-
clear device, if it chooses to
do so.” Iran recently said it
was no longer enriching
uranium at any site in the
country, trying to signal to
the West that it remains
open to potential negotia-
tions over its atomic pro-
gramme to ease sanctions.
But there’s been no signi�-
cant talks in the months
since the June war.

Iran decades ago was
one of the U.S.’ top allies in
West Asia under Shah Mo-
hammad Reza Pahlavi,
who purchased American
military weapons and al-
lowed CIA technicians to
run secret listening posts

monitoring the neighbour-
ing Soviet Union. The CIA
fomented a 1953 coup that
cemented the shah’s rule.

But in January 1979, the
shah, fatally ill with cancer,
�ed Iran as mass demon-
strations swelled against
his rule. Then came the Is-
lamic Revolution led by
Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho-
meini, which created Iran’s
theocratic government. La-
ter that year, university
students overran the U.S.
Embassy in Tehran, seek-
ing the shah’s extradition
and sparking the 444-day
hostage crisis that saw di-
plomatic relations bet-
ween Iran and the U.S.
severed.

During the Iran-Iraq war
of the 1980s, the U.S.
backed Saddam Hussein.
During that con�ict, the
U.S. launched a one-day as-
sault that crippled Iran at
sea as part of the so-called
“Tanker War,” and later
shot down an Iranian com-
mercial airliner that the
U.S. military said it mistook
for a warplane.

Iran and the U.S. have
see-sawed between enmity
and grudging diplomacy in
the years since, and rela-
tions peaked with the 2015
nuclear deal, which saw
Iran greatly limit its pro-
gramme in exchange for
the lifting of sanctions. But
Trump unilaterally with-
drew America from the ac-
cord in 2018, sparking ten-
sions in West Asia that
intensi�ed after Hamas’
Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Is-
rael.

Tehran is besieged on multiple fronts by
popular protests, and Trump’s pressure
As Iran reels from economic protests, Trump’s intervention threat gains new meaning after the U.S. captures Maduro; demonstrations have reached over

220 locations in 26 of its 31 provinces; U.S. agencies have assessed that Iran has ‘undertaken activities that better position it to produce a nuclear device’
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A person walks past a sign at a currency exchange as the value of

Iranian Rial drops, in Tehran, Iran. REUTERS

For decades, the Nordic
nation has woven media
literacy, including the abili-
ty to analyse di�erent
kinds of media and recog-
nise disinformation, into
its national curriculum for
students as young as three
years old. The coursework
is part of a robust anti-mis-
information programme to
make Finns more resistant
to propaganda and false
claims, especially those
crossing over the 1,340-ki-
lometre border with neigh-
bouring Russia.

Now, teachers are
tasked with adding arti�-
cial intelligence literacy to
their curriculum, especial-
ly after Russia stepped up
its disinformation cam-
paign across Europe fol-
lowing its full-scale inva-

sion of Ukraine nearly four
years ago. Finland’s ascen-
sion into NATO in 2023 al-
so provoked Moscow’s ire,
though Russia has repeat-
edly denied it interferes in
the internal a�airs of other
countries.

“We think that having
good media literacy skills is
a very big civic skill,” Kiia

Hakkala, a pedagogical
specialist for the City of
Helsinki, said. “It’s very im-
portant to the nation’s sa-
fety and to the safety of our
democracy.”

At Tapanila Primary
School, in a quiet neigh-
bourhood north of Helsin-
ki, teacher Ville Vanhanen
taught a group of fourth

graders how to spot fake
news. As a TV screen
beamed a “Fact or Fic-
tion?” banner, student Ilo
Lindgren evaluated the
prompt. 

“It is a little bit hard,”
the 10-year-old admitted.

Mr. Vanhanen said his
students have been learn-
ing about fake news and
disinformation for years,
beginning with reading
headlines and short texts.
In a recent class, the fourth
graders were tasked with
coming up with �ve things
to look out for when con-
suming online news to en-
sure it’s trustworthy. Now
they are moving onto AI lit-
eracy, which is quickly be-
coming a vital skill.

“We’ve been studying
how to recognise if a pic-
ture or a video is made by
AI,” added Vanhanen, a
teacher at the school.

Finland’s battle against fake news
starts in its preschool classrooms
Associated Press
HELSINKI

Ten-year-old fourth grade student Ilo Lindgren attends a media

literacy class at his school in Tapanila, Finland. AP

Safe and sound

Migrants take a group picture as they prepare to disembark from the rescue ship Ocean Viking operated by NGO SOS Mediterranee, at the

port of Savona, northwestern Italy, on Monday. As many as 33 migrants were saved. AFP

When deposed Venezue-
lan leader Nicolás Maduro
makes his �rst appearance
in a New York courtroom
Monday to face U.S. drug
charges, he will likely fol-
low the path taken by
another Latin American
strongman toppled by U.S.
forces: Panama’s Manuel
Noriega.

Mr. Maduro was cap-
tured Saturday, 36 years to
the day after Noriega was
removed by American
forces. And as was the case
with the Panamanian lead-
er, lawyers for Mr. Maduro
are expected to contest the
legality of his arrest, argu-
ing that he is immune from
prosecution as a sovereign

head of foreign state,
which is a bedrock princi-
ple of international and
U.S. law. 

It’s an argument that is
unlikely to succeed and
was largely settled as a
matter of law in Mr. Norie-
ga’s trial, legal experts
said. Although Mr. Trump’s
ordering of the operation
in Venezuela raises consti-
tutional concerns because
it wasn’t authorised by
Congress, now that Mr. Ma-
duro is in the U.S., courts
will likely bless his prose-
cution because, like Mr.
Noriega, the U.S. doesn’t
recognise him as Venezue-
la’s legitimate leader.

“There’s no claim to so-
vereign immunity if we
don’t recognise him as
head of state,” said Dick

Gregorie, a retired federal
prosecutor who indicted
Noriega and later went on
to investigate corruption
inside Mr. Maduro’s go-
vernment. “Several U.S.
administrations, both Re-
publican and Democrat,
have called his election
fraudulent and withheld
U.S. recognition. Sadly, for
Mr. Maduro, it means he’s
stuck with it.”

Mr. Noriega died in 2017
after nearly three decades
in prison, �rst in the U.S.,
then France and �nally Pa-
nama. In his �rst trial, his
lawyers argued that his ar-
rest as a result of a U.S. in-
vasion was so “shocking to
the conscience” that it ren-
dered the government’s
case an illegal violation of
his due process rights.

In ordering Mr. Norie-
ga’s removal, the White
House relied on a 1989 le-
gal opinion by then-Assis-
tant Attorney General Bill
Barr, issued six months be-
fore the invasion. That opi-
nion said the UN Charter’s
prohibition on the use of
force in international rela-
tions does not bar the U.S.

from carrying out “forcible
abductions” abroad to en-
force domestic laws.

Supreme Court deci-
sions dating to the 1800s
also have upheld Ameri-
ca’s jurisdiction to prose-
cute foreigners regardless
of whether their presence
in the United States was
lawfully secured.

Mr. Barr’s opinion is
likely to feature in Mr. Ma-
duro’s prosecution as well,
experts said. Drawing pa-
rallels to the Noriega case,
Mr. Barr on Sunday pushed
aside criticisms that the
U.S. was pursuing a change
of government in Venezue-
la instead of enforcing
domestic laws. As attorney
general during the �rst
Trump administration, Mr.
Barr oversaw Mr. Maduro’s
indictment.

“Going after them and
dismantling them inhe-
rently involves regime
change,” Mr. Barr said in a
“Fox News Sunday” inter-
view. “The object here is
not just to get Maduro. We
indicted a whole slew of
his lieutenants. It’s to clean
that place out of this crimi-

nal organisation.” 
There are di�erences

between the two cases. 
Mr. Noriega never held

the title of President dur-
ing his six-year de facto
rule, leaving a string of
puppets to �ll that role. By
contrast, Mr. Maduro
claims to have won a popu-
lar mandate three times.
Although the results of his
2024 reelection are disput-
ed, a number of govern-
ments — China, Russia and
Egypt among them — re-
cognised his victory.

“Before you ever get to
guilt or innocence, there
are serious questions
about whether a U.S. court
can proceed at all,” said
David Oscar Markus, a de-
fence lawyer in Miami who
has handled several high-

pro�le criminal cases, in-
cluding some involving Ve-
nezuela. “Maduro has a
much stronger sovereign im-
munity defence than did No-
riega, who was not actually
the sitting President of Pana-
ma at the time.”

For U.S. courts, however,
the only opinion that mat-
ters is that of the State De-
partment, which considers
Mr. Maduro a fugitive and
has for months been o�er-
ing a $50 million reward for
his arrest. Mr. Maduro is ac-
cused of facilitating the ship-
ment of thousands of tons of
cocaine into the U.S. by pro-
viding law enforcement cov-
er, logistical support and
partnering with “some of
the most violent and proli�c
drug tra�ckers and narco-
terrorists in the world.”

Associated Press
MIAMI

Maduro’s case will revive debate over immunity to foreign leaders tested in Noriega trial

People take part in a march calling for the release of Nicolas

Maduro, in Caracas, Venezuela, on Sunday. REUTERS
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Head coach Abhishek Nayar on Monday said UP Warriorz is awaiting

clearance from the Centre of Excellence regarding the availability of

Pratika Rawal, who had injured her ankle in the ODI World Cup, for

the upcoming Women’s Premier League. “Regardless, it’s always

exciting to have Pratika in the set-up,” Abhishek said.

Awaiting CoE’s nod for Pratika’s
availability for WPL: Abhishek 

DECISION PENDING 
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Jude Menezes, if he were
watching Monday’s Wo-
men’s Hockey India League
game, would have been left
scratching his head over
what Rani Rampal did dif-
ferently. For the former In-
dia captain, having re-
placed him as interim
coach only a day ago, man-
aged to accomplish what
had seemed impossible
thus far — getting JSW Soor-
ma Hockey Club its �rst
points on the board. It
managed a 2-1 win over
Ranchi Royals at the Ma-
rang Gomke Jaipal Singh
Stadium. 

It took Penny Squibb
merely 42 seconds to
squeeze the ball between
the Royals’ custodian, Bi-
chu Devi Kharibam, and
Sabine Plonissen from a
short corner. Perhaps the
two-minute suspension of
Lucina von der Heyde, who
would have otherwise been
on the defensive battery,
helped the already-elimi-
nated team’s cause.

Things went from bad to
worse for Royals, who lost

a review in their e�orts to
check a goalline save from
Squibb.

The fanatic cheering
from the stands in the se-
cond period seemed to
have woken up the home
side, lagging 10-2 behind in
circle penetrations in the
�rst 15 minutes, from its
slumber. The reward even-
tually came post the half-
time break through Agosti-
na Alonso, who ri�ed a
cannonball into the net. 

A lot of the credit should
go to Hannah Cotter, who
cut through heavy tra�c
on the right before linking
up with the Argentine mid-

�elder. Royals, however,
ended up dropping the ball
soon when Soorma was
awarded a penalty stroke
for an unwarranted push
inside the circle. Olivia
Shannon made no mistake,
sending Bichu Devi the
wrong way. Soorma threw
bodies on the line in the �-
nal quarter to preserve its
lead. Soorma’s win may
have gotten a party started
in the hotel of SG Pipers,
which is now assured of a
berth in Saturday’s �nale.

The result: JSW Soorma Hockey
Club 2 (Squibb 1, Shannon 39-ps)
bt Ranchi Royals 1 (Alonso 35).

Soorma’s �rst victory sends
Pipers to the title clash

Skilful operator: Shannon dribbles her way past the Royals

players. R.V. MOORTHY 

Santadeep Dey
RANCHI

HIL - WOMEN

Suryavanshi rewrites
Pant’s record as India
downs SA in Youth ODI
Vaibhav Suryavanshi (15
balls) broke Rishabh Pant’s
record (18b) for the fastest
�fty as India u-19 recorded
an eight-wicket win, via
DLS method, to take an
unassailable 2-0 lead
against South Africa in the
Youth ODI series in Benoni
on Monday. 
The scores:

SA 245 in 49.3 overs (Rowles 114,
Kishan 4/64) lost to India 176/2 in
23.3 overs (Suryavanshi 68,
Abhigyan 48 n.o.) by DLS method.

USA advances
World No. 1 Coco Gau�
su�ered her �rst loss at the
United Cup when she was
stunned by Spain’s Jessica
Bouzas Maneiro in Perth
on Monday, but the United
States pulled through to a
2-1 win and sealed a
quarter�nal spot. 
The results: At Perth: 

USA bt Spain 2-1 (Coco Gau�

lost to Jessica Bouzas Maneiro
1-6, 7-6(3), 0-6; Taylor Fritz bt
Jaume Munar 7-6(4), 3-6, 7-6(6);
Gau� & Christian Harrison bt
Ivonne Cavalle-Reimers & Inigo
Cervantes 7-6(5), 6-0). 

At Sydney: Czechia bt Norway

3-0 (Barbora Krejcikova bt
Malene Helgo 6-4, 6-3; Jakub
Mensik bt Casper Ruud 7-5,
7-6(6); Krejcikova & Adam
Pavlasek bt Ulrikke Eikeri & Viktor
Durasovic 7-5, 6-2).

Poland bt Germany 3-0 (Hubert
Hurkacz bt Alexander Zverev 6-3,
6-4; Iga Swiatek bt Eva Lys 3-6,
6-3, 6-4; Katarzyna Kawa & Jan
Zielinski bt Laura Siegemund &
Zverev 7-6(6), 6-3).

Dhanalakshmi gets
eight-year suspension

Tamil Nadu sprinter S.
Dhanalakshmi has been
suspended for eight years
for her second anti-doping
rule violation, as per a
National Anti-Doping
Agency Disciplinary Panel
decision on December 30.
The 27-year-old had tested
positive for drostanolone.

SNAPSHOTS
�

Style and power: Suryavanshi’s bat did all the talking. FILE PHOTO

Having retained just a sin-
gle player – an inconsistent
but learning Shweta Sehra-
wat at that – UP Warriorz
made it abundantly clear
that it was open to a drastic
makeover, provided a
change of fortunes came
along. Armed with a purse
worth ₹14.5 crore, the War-
riorz had a great run at the
mega auction, retaining
key players from the
squads of the seasons gone
by and making smart ac-
quisitions who might add a
certain sheen to the attack. 

While the franchise has
nailed the messaging game
with carefully curated cele-
brity collaborations and
on-ground and digital ac-
tivations, the Capri Sports-
owned franchise looks las-
er-focussed on the actual
prize – a maiden Women’s
Premier League crown. 

Towards that end, an
early coaching change
brought in Abhishek Nayar
in place of Jon Lewis. In the
auction, the Warriorz
think-tank bagged three of
the �ve most expensive
players. 

In skipper Meg Lanning,
Warriorz don’t just have
the stability of the most as-
tute tactical mind in the
game, but also an oasis of
runs at the top of the order.
The side also has the expe-
rience and match-winning
abilities of cricketing no-
mads like Shikha Pandey

and Deandra Dottin, along-
side the young audacity of
Kranti Gaud and Phoebe
Litch�eld. Deepti Sharma
and Sophie Ecclestone’s
pairing in the spin arsenal
can make the most con�-
dent batters quake. 

That said, the lack of a
frontline ’keeper might
sting the Warriorz. Shweta,
Shipra Giri, and even Litch-
�eld are options, with the
toss-up potentially being
between the two Indians. 

Warriorz made the elim-
inator in 2023, something

they haven’t managed to
replicate since. Too many
overseas players meant a
struggle to steady the play-
ing XI. A shaky Indian core
left too much for the likes
of Deepti to do. This time,
those gaping holes look
plugged. Can execution
match intent? It should, if
the Warriorz want to
emerge from the quick-
sands of bottom �nishes. 

The squad: Meg Lanning (Capt.),
Kiran Navgire, Phoebe Litchfield,
Shweta Sehrawat (wk), Simran
Shaikh, Asha Sobhana, Charli
Knott, Chloe Tryon, Deandra
Dottin, Deepti Sharma, Harleen
Deol, Kranti Gaud, Pratika Rawal,
Shikha Pandey, Shipra Giri (wk),
Sophie Ecclestone, Suman
Meena, and Trisha Gongadi.

Warriorz’s fixtures: At Navi

Mumbai: Jan. 10: vs Gujarat
Giants*; Jan. 12: Royal
Challengers Bengaluru; Jan. 14:

Delhi Capitals; Jan 15: Mumbai
Indians; Jan. 17: MI*.

At Vadodara: Jan. 22: GG; Jan.

29: RCB; Feb. 1: DC.

*3 p.m. start(s), rest of the
matches begin at 7.30 p.m.

Can execution match
intent for Warriorz? 

Guiding light: Lanning will be in focus again, this time in 

UP Warriorz colours. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Lavanya L

WPL COUNTDOWN 
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Vital cog

Kiran Navgire: The lack of an
in-form Indian batter who can
consistently obliterate
opponents has been a recurring
weakness for the Warriorz. In
October, Kiran scored a 34-ball
century for Maharashtra in the
senior women’s T20 Trophy, the
fastest in women’s T20s, another
example of the devastation she is
capable of. If the big-stage jitters
can be shed, she and the Warriorz
could just be unstoppable

Joe Root made his second
hundred of the series,
while Travis Head closed in
on his third, as the second
day of the �nal Ashes Test
between Australia and En-
gland was evenly poised on
Monday.

England was bowled out
just before tea for 384 at
the SCG, as Joe Root led the
way with a masterful 160 —
his best Test score in the
country.

At stumps, Australia was
166 for two in reply in its
�rst innings, with Head
again in imperious form as
he slashed his way to an
unbeaten 91.

Ben Stokes had both
wickets for the tourist,
which struggled to stem
the �ow of runs in the �nal
session but the scalp of the
well-set Marnus Labus-
chagne late in the day bu-
oyed England’s hopes.

Earlier, as wickets fell
regularly around him, Root
showed all the composure
of a 163-Test veteran as he
notched up his 41st centu-
ry o� 146 balls.

Imperious: Head continued to be a thorn in England’s flesh. AFP

Associated Press
SYDNEY

Head leads Australia’s
reply after Root’s ton

THE ASHES

Highly rated teenager Ma-
nas Dhamne registered his
�rst win over a top-250
player when he beat Croa-
tia’s Matej Dodig 7-5, 4-6,
6-1 in the opening round of
the Dafa News Bengaluru
Open ATP Challenger 125
at the S.M. Krishna Stadi-
um here on Monday.

The victory over the
World No. 231 was only
Dhamne’s second match-
win on the Challenger
Tour, the earlier one com-
ing in June 2025 in Brasov,
Romania. So important
was the success that the
moment Dodig’s return
sailed long on match-
point, the 18-year-old
World No. 556 reached for
his phone, and an Insta-
gram post of him �st
pumping went up in no
time.

On court, Dhamne exhi-
bited the same youthful ex-
uberance. He served well –
winning 78% on the �rst-
serve and 63% on the se-
cond – drove his backhand
powerfully and was solid
from the forehand wing.

Dodig, 20 and the �fth
seed here, had two inches
on Dhamne (6’2” to 6’0”)
and planted 12 aces to his
opponent’s three, but
some erratic play in the
12th game cost him the �rst
set. He hit two aces and a
service winner but also
three double-faults, before
Dhamne took it 7-5 when a
groundstroke went wide.

In the second stanza,
the Croat stabilised, broke
to 3-2 and held on for a 6-4
scoreline to level matters. 

It was, however, credita-
ble that Dhamne did not
feel unsettled despite play-
ing someone who had 39
more match-wins.

The Indian broke in the
fourth and sixth games of
the decider, capitalising on
a series of unforced errors.

The set lasted just over half
an hour, compared to the
two nearly 50-minute af-
fairs that preceded it. And
that told the story. “More
than the win, I am happy
for the other things, like
the way I played,” Dhamne
said. “I have to improve,
but feel I am on the right
track.”

Third seed Jay Clarke
and fourth seed Lloyd Har-
ris were knocked out.

Other results: First round:

Sumit Nagal bt S.D. Prajwal Dev
6-3, 6-3; Harold Mayot (Fra) bt
Petr Bar Biryukov (Rus) 6-1, 6-4;
Matteo Martineau bt Jay Clarke
4-6, 6-1, 6-2; Jonas Forejtek (Cze)
bt Lloyd Harris (RSA) 7-6(5), 6-4;
Timofey Skatov (Kaz) bt Neil
Oberleitner (Aut) 6-3, 6-3; Dan
Martin (Can) bt Vladyslav Orlov
(Ukr) 6-7(4), 7-5, 6-4. 

Dhamne makes heads turn
with an upset win over Dodig 

Showing his class: Dhamne was in top form. SUDHAKARA JAIN 

N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

BENGALURU OPEN 

England — 1st innings: Zak
Crawley lbw b Neser 16, Ben
Duckett c Carey b Starc 27, Jacob
Bethell c Carey b Boland 10, Joe
Root c & b Neser 160, Harry Brook
c Smith b Boland 84, Ben Stokes
c Carey b Starc 0, Jamie Smith c
Boland b Labuschagne 46, Will
Jacks c Green b Neser 27, Brydon
Carse c Carey b Green 1, Matthew
Potts (not out) 1, Josh Tongue b
Neser 0; Extras (b-1, lb-6, nb-3,
w-2): 12; Total (in 97.3 overs): 384. 

Fall of wickets: 1-35, 2-51, 3-57,
4-226, 5-229, 6-323, 7-375, 8-382,
9-384.

Australia bowling: Starc

23-2-93-2, Neser 18.3-2-60-4,
Boland 26-2-85-2, Green
18-0-85-1, Webster 5-0-20-0, Head
4-0-20-0, Labuschagne 3-0-14-1.

Australia — 1st innings: Travis
Head (batting) 91, Jake
Weatherald lbw b Stokes 21,
Marnus Labuschagne c Bethell b
Stokes 48, Michael Neser
(batting) 1; Extras (lb-4, nb-1): 5;
Total (for two wkts. in 34.1 overs):
166.

Fall of wickets: 1-57, 2-162.

England bowling: Carse
9-1-43-0, Potts 7-0-58-0, Tongue
10-0-31-0, Stokes 8.1-2-30-2.

SCOREBOARD

�

A
dramatic hat-trick
by New Zealand de-
fender Kane Rus-

sell, capped by a last-gasp
winner, helped HIL GC
edge SG Pipers 3-2 in a pul-
sating Men’s Hockey India
League encounter at the
SDAT–Mayor Radhakrish-
nan Stadium here on
Monday.

After a goalless and lar-
gely drab �rst half, the con-
test sprung to life after the
break, with the third and
fourth quarters delivering
�ve goals. 

The deadlock was bro-

ken early in the third quar-
ter when Pipers’ Ky Willott
found space in a crowded
circle. 

A sharp pass from To-
mas Domene found the
Australian, who neatly
spooned the ball past goal-
keeper James Mazarelo. 

HIL GC responded swift-
ly through Russell, whose
blistering drag-�ick o� a
penalty corner raced past
goalkeeper Tomas Santia-
go. Seconds later, Russell
struck again, producing a
near-identical e�ort that
slipped through the ’keep-
er’s legs to give his team a
2-1 advantage. 

Pipers fought back in
the fourth quarter, draw-
ing level through Dilraj
Singh, who �nished o� a

penalty-corner routine, af-
ter a rebound. Moments
earlier, Mazarelo had kept
HIL GC in the game with
three outstanding saves
from Domene’s powerful
penalty-corner drives. 

With the clock ticking,
Russell — a veteran of over
150 internationals — under-
lined why he was regarded
as one of the most feared
drag-�ickers in the game. A
thunderous strike proved
too much for Santiago to
handle, completing a
memorable hat-trick for
Russell and sealing a thrill-
ing win for HIL GC.

The result: 

HIL GC 3 (Russell 35-pc, 37-pc,
60-pc) bt SG Pipers 2 (Willott 31,
Dilraj 56-pc).

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

Russell’s hat-trick 

wins it for HIL GC 

Stunning display: Russell was in his element as HIL GC snatched a dramatic win. R. RAGU 

The veteran Kiwi defender lives up to his reputation as one of the best

drag-�ickers; heartbreak for Pipers as they concede a last-minute goal

HIL - MEN

X

Anahat Singh moved into the semifinals of the British Junior u-19

Open squash tournament in Birmingham with an 11-4, 10-12, 11-9,

11-3 win over Egypt’s Barb Sameh. Indian second seed Aryaveer

Dewan entered the semifinals of the boys’ u-17 category after

edging out Egypt’s Yassin Kouritam 9-11, 11-3, 10-12, 11-9, 12-10.

Anahat and Aryaveer advance 
to the British Open semi�nals

TOP EFFORT

FILE PHOTO: B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM
X

New F1 team Cadillac made another experienced hiring on Monday

with the choice of former Sauber driver Zhou Guanyu as its reserve.

The only driver from China in F1 history, Zhou has not raced since

2024 but spent the last season as reserve with Ferrari, which is

supplying engines and gearboxes for Cadillac’s debut season. 

Cadillac hires Guanyu as reserve
driver for its debut F1 season

THE BACK-UP 

AP
X

Chelsea held Manchester City 1-1 with a late goal in their Premier

League fixture. In Serie A, Inter Milan returned to the top after a 3-1

win over Bologna. Top results: Premier League: Man City 1

(Reijnders 42) drew with Chelsea 1 (Fernandez 90+4); Serie A: Inter

3 (Zielinski 39, Martinez 48, Thuram 74) bt Bologna 1 (Castro 83).

Chelsea holds Manchester City;
Inter returns to Serie A summit

ACTION-PACKED

AP
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Vijay Hazare Trophy: JioHotstar, 9 a.m.

HIL: Women: Sony Sports Ten 1 & LIV, 5 p.m. Men: Sony Sports
Ten 1 & LIV, 7.30 p.m.

The Ashes: 5th Test, day 4, Star Sports 1 & JioHotstar, 4.30
a.m. (Wednesday)

LIVE TELECAST

�

India superstar Virat Kohli will not feature in
Delhi’s �xture against Railways in the Vijay
Hazare Trophy in Bengaluru on Tuesday.
However, pacer Harshit Rana and
wicketkeeper-batter Rishabh Pant are available
for selection for the game, said Delhi head coach
Sarandeep Singh. “Virat is not available. Pant and
Harshit will be playing,” he said. 

Hazare Trophy: Kohli not to
play against Railways

I
ndian Railways wo-
men outclassed Kar-
nataka 95-65 to post

their second win in the
75th senior National bas-
ketball championship at
the Nehru Indoor Stadium
here on Monday.

The only time the con-
test was evenly matched
was in the opening �ve mi-
nutes when both were le-
vel 8-8. But Railways then
sprinted away to a small
lead, winning the next nine
points before closing out
the quarter at 22-11. The de-
fending champions then
went on the o�ensive, led
by Vaishnavi Yadav’s �ne
layups while Pushpa Sen-
thilkumar netted in a few
free throws and a three-
pointer as their side esta-
blished a 39-17 lead. 

The Railways out�t was
stronger in defence, with
higher steals led by Dhar-
shini Thirunavukkarasu
and P. Priyanka; the form-
er also led in assists. 

In the third quarter,
Railways’ K.B. Harshitha,
who came in as a substi-
tute, made instant impact,
executing precise jump
shots and lay-ups (16
points). As the game start-
ed to slip away, Karnataka
took ambitious chances as
H.M. Bhandavya and
Sruthi Arvind nailed a tre-
ble of three-pointers each. 

It though, had by then
built a 19-point lead, which

it consolidated easily in the
�nal quarter to post a win.

In the men’s section,
too, Railways made it two
out of two, with a 96-70
win over Uttar Pradesh to
sit at the top of Group B.

Top results: Women: Group A:

Indian Railways 95 (K.B. Harshitha
16, Vaishnavi Yadav 15, Pushpa
Senthilkumar 12, Manmeeth Kaur
12) bt Karnataka 65 (Sruthi Arvind
24, H.M. Bhandavya 18, Nidhi
Umesh 14); Delhi 68 (Prakriti
Ranjan 18, Suman 13, Simran
Kaur 12, Preethi Kumari 11) bt
Chhattisgarh 55 (Priya Sharma
20). B: Kerala 88 (V.J. Jayalakshmi
20, Swapna Merin Jose 14,
Kavitha Jose 12, S. Susan 10) bt
Madhya Pradesh 34.

Tamil Nadu 101 (S. Krithika 17, R.
Sruthy 17, V. Kogilavani 16,
Antheya Diasy 14, Shree Varshini

12) bt West Bengal 33 (Ananya
Mandal 13).

Men: A: Karnataka 94
(Pratyanshu Tomar 22, Aaron
Monterio 20, Aravind Arumugam
14, Shashikant Rai 14) bt Services
75 (Sunil Rathee 18, Ajay Singh 18,
Hemant Sheoran 12, Himanshu
Hooda 10, T.S. Santosh 10); TN
100 (Muin Bek Hafeez 21, Arvind
Kumar Muthukrishnan 15,
Lokeshwaran Mohan 15,
Anantharaj Anantharaj 15) bt
Gujarat 48 (Vinay Kaushik 10).

B: Indian Railways 96 (Gurbaz
Sandhu 15, Tushal Singh 15,
Palpreet Singh 14, Princepal
Singh 14, Sahaij Pratap Singh 12)
bt U.P. 70 (Harsh Dagar 20, Kushal
Singh 14, Prince Tyagi 11); Delhi
94 (Jeethandar Singh 23, Ayush
Sharma 18, Arjun Singh 13, Rachit
13, Issac T. Thomas 11) bt
Chandigarh 82 (Aditya 35, Gaurav
Kumar 17, Gautam Yadav 10).

The women beat Karnataka to post their second win in the tournament

while the men got the better of Uttar Pradesh to sit at the top of Group B

Indian Railways
has a �eld day

BASKETBALL

S. Dipak Ragav
CHENNAI

Commendable show: Vaishnavi scored 15 points for the defending

champion Railways. R. RAGU

Kenyan runner Beatrice Chebet, who won gold in
the 5,000m and 10,000m at the 2024 Paris
Olympics, is taking a maternity break in 2026,
her agent announced on Monday. The
25-year-old is also the world record holder in
both events. 

Chebet takes maternity 
break in 2026

In a Delhi Capitals set-up
that will be led by the
young and exuberant Jemi-
mah Rodrigues during the
fourth Women’s Premier
League season, Marizanne
Kapp is the experienced
old pro. The 36-year-old
South African, by virtue of
her all-round variety, has
been indispensable to whi-
chever side she has turned
up for over the course of a
lengthy career. It has been
no di�erent at DC since the
outset.

It puts Kapp in the posi-
tion to provide an insight-
ful view on the leadership
change that has transpired
at the Capitals.

With Australia’s Meg
Lanning, who guided DC to
three runner-up �nishes in
a row, moving to UP War-
riorz during November’s
mega auction, the 25-year-
old Jemimah has been
asked to step into those big
shoes.

“Losing Meg as a cap-

tain is obviously a big
thing,” Kapp re�ected dur-
ing a virtual interaction on
Monday. 

“But in saying that,
when they asked me, a
couple of years ago, who
should be India’s next cap-
tain, I said Jemimah. I feel
like she’s one of those
players who can bring a
team together, with her
personality and the caring
that she has. I feel like she’s
always been a leader.
There will be challenges.
But I believe Jemimah will
take this opportunity with

both hands and she’ll be
very successful.”

A prevalent talking
point as DC prepares for
the new season has been
its failure to �nd a way on
the big occasions in pre-
vious years. Kapp doesn’t
want to read too much into
those results.

“At some stages, it was
just a bit of bad luck,” Kapp
stated. “It’s a mixed bag of
that and us not having our
best day in the �nal. But I
wouldn’t say it’s a case of
not being able to cope with
the pressure.”

Kapp backs Jemimah’s
leadership traits 

Looking ahead: Kapp doesn’t want to read too much into past

results. FILE PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

WPL

Vivek Krishnan
NEW DELHI

Elite: Group A (Ahmedabad): Tamil Nadu vs. Tripura,
Karnataka vs. Rajasthan, Jharkhand vs. Madhya Pradesh,
Kerala vs. Pondicherry. Group B (Rajkot): Baroda vs. Jammu
& Kashmir, Bengal vs. Hyderabad, Uttar Pradesh vs. Vidarbha,
Assam vs. Chandigarh.
Group C (Jaipur): Sikkim vs. Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh vs. Mumbai, Goa vs. Punjab, Chhattisgarh vs.
Maharashtra. Group D (Bengaluru): Saurashtra vs. Services,
Delhi vs. Railways, Andhra vs. Haryana, Gujarat vs. Odisha.
Plate (Ranchi): Final: Bihar vs. Manipur.

VIJAY HAZARE TROPHY — TUESDAY’S FIXTURES

�

The decade-long partner-
ship between Neeraj Cho-
pra and JSW Sports is for-
mally over. The star javelin
thrower, one of its earliest
signings as a teenager, and
JSW o�cially announced
the decision on Monday
along with the announce-
ment of Neeraj launching
his own athlete manage-
ment �rm, Vel Sports. The
contract between the two

reportedly ran out in Decem-
ber 2025 with both sides
agreeing not to renew it. 

Interestingly, company re-
cords mention Vel Sports as
being incorporated as early
as December 2023 with Nee-
raj as one of its two directors.
Neeraj’s association with JSW
Sports began in 2016 after be-
ing scouted through the
Sports Excellence Pro-
gramme and saw the athlete
through the biggest moments
of his career, and Indian ath-
letics, including gold at the

Tokyo Olympics in 2021
and silver in the 2024 Paris
Games a with the World
Championship crown in
between in 2023 besides
winning the Diamond
League in 2022.Talk of Nee-
raj taking a more active en-
trepreneurial responsibility
had been around ever since
the NC Classic last year,
which he practically micro-
managed �rst at Panchkula
and then in Bengaluru.
While it has not been an-
nounced yet, sources have

also con�rmed that Neeraj
is keen on developing a
track and �eld High Perfor-
mance Centre as well in the
near future.

“Working with Neeraj
has been an incredible ex-
perience for all of us at JSW
Sports. His success story re-
�ects our shared philoso-
phy of excellence and pur-
pose. We’re immensely
proud of what we’ve
achieved together and wish
him continued success in
all his future pursuits,” CEO

JSW Sports CEO Divyanshu
Singh said in a statement.

“Over the last decade,
our journey together has
been one of growth, belief,
and achievement. JSW
Sports has played a de�n-
ing role in my career, and
I’ll always remain grateful
for their support and vi-
sion. As we conclude this
chapter, I carry forward the
same values into the next
phase of my journey,” the
28-year-old Neeraj, a Lt. Co-
lonel in Indian Army, said.

Neeraj ends a hugely successful decade-long association with JSW Sports

Fruitful stint: The partnership with JSW saw Neeraj winning India’s

maiden Olympic gold in athletics. FILE PHOTO

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

Three 17-year-olds, Arjun
Chheda and Sai Shiva San-
karan, and Ishaan Madesh
were in the spotlight with
victories in the MRF single-
seater categories in the
third and penultimate
round of the MRF MMSC
FMSCI Indian National Car
Racing Championship
2025 here on Monday.

The results (Provisional): MRF

F2000 (Race-2, 10 laps): 1.
Ishaan Madesh (15mins, 58.080s);
2. Arjun Chheda (16:09.792); 3. M.B.
Tarun (16:21.957). Race-3 (8

laps): 1. Chheda (12:50.994); 2.
Madesh (12:51.970); 3. Shivesh
Selvarathnam (13:03.884).

MRF F1600 (Race-2, 10 laps): 1.
Sai Shiva Sankaran (17:26.932); 2.
Nigel Abraham Thomas
(17:29.862); 3. Arjun S. Nair
(17:34.344). Race-3 (8 laps): 1.
Sai Shiva Sankaran (13:51.994); 2.
Arjun (13:52.734); 3. Nigel
(13:59.360). Indian Touring Cars

(Race-2, 10 laps): 1. Ritesh Rai
(Buzzing Hornet Motorsports)
(18:51.494); 2. Biren Pithawala
(Team N1) (18:59.574); 3. Karna
Kadur (Arka Motosports)
(18:59.800). Race-3 (8 laps): 1.
Ritesh (14:58.815); 2. Dhruv Chavan
(15:22.189); 3. Pithawalla
(17:10.467). ITC 1625 (Race-2, 10

laps): 1. Vidyaprakash Damodaran
(Team Performance Racing)
(19:46.309); 2. Nikanth Rambalu
(Team Performance Racing)
(19:46.466). Race-3 (8 laps): 1.
Nikanth Rambalu (16:35.344).
(Only one finisher).

Indian Junior Touring Cars

(Race-2, 10 laps): 1. Viswas
Vijayaraj (Team Performance
Racing) (19:23.558); 2. Rithvik
Thomas (Race Concepts
Motorsports) (19:47,878); 3.
Jarshan Anand (20:11.101). Race-3

(8 laps): 1. Vijayaraj (15:34.116); 2.
Jarshan (16:16.844).

Super Stock (Race-2, 10 laps):

1. T.S. Diljith (DTS Racing)
(20:45.227); 2. Kesara Godage
(Redline Racing India) (18:45.845
+1 lap); 3. Lal Kattikulam
Bharathan (DTS Racing) (18:58.193
+ 1 lap). Race-3 (8 laps): 1. Diljith
(16:34.197); 2. Godage (16:40.033);
3. Krishanu Dutta Bhuyan (Zion
Racing) (16:52.865).

Formula LGB 1300 (Race-2, 10

laps) (Open and Junior): 1. Joel
Joseph (DTS Racing) (22:48.689); 2.
Lokithlingeash Ravi (DTS Racing)
(22:48.778); 3. Aditya Patnaik
(Momentum Motorsports)
(22:57.522). Race-3 (8 laps,

Open and Junior): 1. Joel
Joseph (15:05.346); 2. Vinith Kumar
(DTS Racing) (15:08.935); 3. Bhuvan
Bonu (MSPORT) (15:20.145). MRF

Saloons (Toyota Etios) Race-2

(10 laps): 1. Akshay Muralidharan
(21:27.550); 2. Mohammed Arfath
(21:32.038); 3. Yash Pawar
(22:35.920). Race-3 (8 laps): 1.
Mohammed Arafath (17:14.385): 2.
Tarushi Vikram (17:14.800); 3.
Akshay Muralidharan (17:15.536).

Arjun, Sai
Shiva and
Ishaan grab
the spotlight

Sports Bureau 
CHENNAI

Ruben Amorim has been
sacked as Manchester Unit-
ed manager 14 months af-
ter arriving at Old Tra�ord.
United said in a statement
that the Portuguese had
left his role, with the club’s
leadership having “reluc-

tantly made the decision
that it is the right time to
make a change”.

The club added: “This
will give the team the best
opportunity of the highest
possible Premier League
�nish.”

United is sixth in the ta-
ble after a 1-1 draw at Leeds
on Sunday.

Man United sacks
manager Amorim
Agence France-Presse
LONDON

Divyanshi Bhowmick — re-
garded as one of India’s
most promising young pad-
dlers — fell short of top ho-
nours, going down �ghting
to second seed Miku Mat-
sushima of Japan in the un-
der-19 girls’ �nal of the
WTT Youth Contender
here on Monday.

In a contest that capped
a punishing day for both
players — who featured in
four knockout matches ov-
er a span of seven hours —
Matsushima prevailed over
Divyanshi 11-6, 9-11, 9-11,
11-8, 11-3 in a 45-minute en-
counter at the SAMA In-
door Sports Complex.

The Japanese left-han-
der used her pace and ear-

ly aggression to race to an
8-3 lead in the second game
after winning the opener. 

However, the Indian res-
ponded impressively. A se-
ven-point winning streak
helped the reigning un-
der-15 Asian champion le-
vel the match by convert-
ing her second game point.
She carried the momen-
tum into the third game to
move ahead 2-1.

The results: Final: Girls: U-19:

Miku Matsushima (Jpn) bt
Divyanshi Bhowmick 11-6, 9-11,
9-11, 11-8, 11-3; U-15: Sreejani
Chakraborty bt Tanishka
Kalbhairav 8-11, 11-8, 7-11, 11-7,
11-5; U-11: Aadya Baheti bt
Sakshya Santosh 15-13, 11-8,
12-10. 
Boys: U-19: Priyanuj
Bhattacharyya bt Sarthak Arya
12-10, 11-8, 14-12; U-15: Aditya
Das bt Sanjay Jagdish 11-4,
11-9-11-8; U-11: Rajdeep Biswas
bt Sharvil Karambelkar 11-8,
11-6, 11-13, 11-4.

Divyanshi loses to
Matsushima 

Stellar show: Aadya and Rajdeep are the under-11 champions. 

TABLE TENNIS

Amol Karhadkar
VADODARA

Former World billiards
champion and Indian cue
sports chief coach Manoj
Kothari passed away on
Monday. 

Kothari was 67 and is
survived by his wife and
son Sourav. He was not
keeping well and was being
treated in Tamil Nadu.

“He passed away follow-
ing a cardiac arrest in the
morning,” Sourav, also a
World billiards champion
in 2018 and 2025, told The

Hindu.
“I lost everything. He

was my hero,” he added.
Kothari, who won the

World billiards title in 1990
and the World doubles bil-
liards championships in
1997 before being con-
ferred the prestigious
Dhyan Chand Award for li-
fetime achievement in
2005, had been serving as
India’s cue sports chief
coach for about a
decade-and-a-half.

“Manoj Kothari was an
e�cient administrator and

a fantastic coach. More
than that, he was an amaz-
ing human being. 

“We went a long way
back and shared a great re-
lationship. Since he was
appointed National coach,
we travelled together on
many international trips. 

“He was always helpful,
kind and passionate in
bringing out the best in all
top players. My heartfelt
condolences to the Kotha-
ris,” said the 28-time World
championships gold me-
dallist cueist Pankaj
Advani.

“We lost a legend,” said
former World champion
and Asian Games gold me-
dallist Ashok Shandilya.

Former World billiards
champion Manoj
Kothari passes away 

Manoj Kothari.

THE HINDU ARCHIVES

Sports Bureau
KOLKATA

After the chaos and mis-
management of the open-
ing day, things appeared to
get slightly better on day
two of the Elite men’s and
women’s National boxing
championships here in
Greater Noida, even
though the inability to
complete the day’s pro-
ceedings meant the organ-
isers had to scramble to
bring things back on track

on Tuesday.
While the bouts were

supposed to begin at Gau-
tam Buddha University in
the afternoon, Monday’s
delayed bouts meant ac-
tion began early in the
morning as the o�cials
tried to clear up the back-
log. With all three rings �-
nally available for the com-
petition, the results in the
opening round of the com-
petition were on expected
lines, with most of the top
names in both sections re-
gistering easy, unanimous
wins.

Top results: 

Women: 48kg: Minakshi Hooda
(AIPSCB) bt V. Lakshya S. Vijayan
(TN) 5-0; Manju Rani (RSPB) got
walkover Monika Mallick of West
Bengal.

51kg: Nikhat Zareen (Tel) bt
Nidhi (Chd) 5-0.

75kg: Lovlina Borgohain (Asm) bt
Krisha Verma (Pun) 5-0.

Men: 50kg: Vishwanath Suresh
(SSCB) bt Sahil (Utk) 5-0.

55kg: Pawan Bartwal (SSCB) bt
Bilal (Tel) 5-0; 60kg: Sachin
Siwach (SSCB) bt Tusar (Meg) 5-0.

70kg: Hitesh Gulia (SSCB) bt
Ankit (SPSB) 5-0.

75kg: Sumit Kundu (SSCB) bt
Arshpreet Singh (Pun) 5-0.

Top names advance with easy wins
NATL. BOXING

Sports Bureau

With Shardul Thakur ruled
out due to a calf injury,
Shreyas Iyer will lead
Mumbai in the remaining
group �xtures of the Vijay
Hazare Trophy.

Shreyas, who joined the
Mumbai team on Monday,
had a long training session
at the Jaipuria Vidyalaya
Ground, under the watch-

ful eyes of coaches Omkar
Salvi and Atul Ranade.

He looked comfortable
while batting against the
fast bowlers, and also did
some catching drills. 

“With Shardul still reco-
vering from the injury, it
has been decided that
Shreyas will captain the
team for the last two group
league �xtures,” Mumbai's
chief selector Sanjay Patil
told The Hindu.

Shreyas to lead Mumbai
in Shardul’s absence
Shayan Acharya
JAIPUR

When Punjab takes on Goa
in the VIjay Hazare Trophy
on Tuesday, the batting de-
partment will be bolstered
by the presence of Shub-
man Gill. Having missed
out on Punjab’s last Vijay
Hazare Trophy group �x-
ture against Sikkim due to
illness, Gill could be heard
cracking a few jokes with
his teammates.

Gill boost for
Punjab

Shayan Acharya
JAIPUR
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D
uring the early days of the
Global Chess League in
Mumbai, Pravin Thipsay
confessed: “Ours is a great

team, but the results are not just
there.”

His concern was understandable.
Alpine SG Pipers didn’t have the
greatest of starts, despite the team
boasting superstars like Fabiano
Caruana, Hou Yifan, R.
Praggnanandhaa and Anish Giri.

But, Thipsay had faith in them, in
the team he had picked at the auction
after meticulous research. And the
players didn’t let him down. 

They staged a big turnaround,
quali�ed for the �nal by the slenderest
of margins – one game-point – and
scored a convincing victory against
Triveni Continental Kings, the
champion in both previous editions of
the league.

Thipsay spoke to The Hindu on that
December night that he will never
forget. Excerpts:

How do you feel, Pravin?

I think this is probably the happiest
moment in my life.

Really? This is a bigger moment
than becoming India’s third
Grandmaster?

Yes, because it was an individual
achievement, but here at the GCL, we
have had the best players in the world
playing. Yes, 14 of the world’s top 15
were here. That is just in men’s chess.
Plus we have two of the all-time greats
in women’s chess, Hou Yifan and
Koneru Humpy...

And Hou deservingly won the
award for the best woman player in
the tournament.

The way she bounced back after a
poor �rst half was remarkable. Yes, for
someone who plays only probably
once or twice a year, it was a really
great performance.

When you took over as the coach of
Alpine SG Pipers what were your
expectations?

The �rst step was the bidding because
you cannot get all the great players. So
if you have two players of your choice,
normally in other positions, you are
outbid by others. It is not a dream
team. Almost all the teams had similar
ratings. The last day of the league was
a dismal one for us, and we barely
made it to the �nal. Before the �nal,

we had one last meeting, and we
discussed several strategies. The top
players always see each other's
strength. Actually, they feel, Oh, he is
very strong. 

I said, If you are looking at your
opponent’s strength, yes, they have
enormous strength. Try to look at their
weaknesses. Even the team which has
won twice before can have
weaknesses. 

In the tournament, we speci�cally
made a target, like who must win their
games. And it worked, we even had an
absolute score on some boards. But,
on the �rst board we generally said
that 50% would also be �ne.

Talking of boards, you made Giri
play on the second and
Praggnanandhaa on the third.

I think Anish is very solid, and it is not

easy to beat him, generally. As soon as
the bidding was done, and we got the
players list, I consulted these two
players. I wanted to know if they were
okay with my idea. 

They were. Anish said he didn’t
mind playing any opposition. And I
wanted Pragg to score heavily on the
third board.

But your most inspired signing was
probably Nino Batsiashvili, who
was brilliant as the second female
player. She was your silent killer.

I have found that Georgians are very
good team players and very loyal, too.
When I looked at the list of available
players, I thought Nino would be a
good option though she wasn’t one of
the youngest. She played exceptionally
well for us. I also wanted Leon
Mendonca in the team. 

Winning the GCL in your
hometown must have felt really
special.

Yes, it was nice to see so many people
wanted our team to win. And I was
happy to see good crowds coming to
watch the matches, especially for the
weekends. 

Our foreign players like Fabiano and
Hou were pleasantly surprised by the
kind of response from the chess fans
here. And I noticed the fans were not
disturbing the players before the
game, which I think was nice.

So you feel the organiser Tech
Mahindra got it right by bringing
the GCL to Mumbai after the �rst
two editions were held in Dubai
and London?

Yes, Mumbai was an excellent choice.

Chennai would have been interesting,
too. Remember the huge crowds that
turned up to watch the Olympiad in
2022.

I was talking to the GCL’s
chairperson Peeyush Dubey, who
said the league broke even. How
important do you think a
professional, glamorous league is
for chess to grow in India, and
globally?

I think it is great that the league has
broken even in just the third season.
The chess fraternity needs to learn
something from this. I feel alongside
the GCL a side event featuring
Grandmasters could have been
organised at a nearby venue. So they
could have got even more players for
the GCL.

Your team had three players who
will be competing at the next
Candidates tournament – Caruana,
Praggnanandhaa and Giri. No other
team had as many, of course.

At the auction, the choice for the Icons
was between the World champion
(Magnus Carslen), the reigning World
champion (D. Gukesh) and someone
who played the World title match and
is now the World No. 3 (Caruana). So it
was very di�cult to choose.

Do you think Caruana will be one
of the favourites at the Candidates
this year? He has been playing in
every Candidates since 2016.

Yes, Fabi will be a favourite, certainly.
And Pragg, too. And if Anish continues
to be as prepared as he was here for
the GCL, he too could do well. At this
moment, I feel Anish is better
prepared than Pragg, who, I think, has
to be better prepared in the opening.

Hikaru Nakamura says he has
already started preparing for the
Candidates, even before he came
for the GCL.

I have my reservations about the way
he played the players with ratings of
1800, but you cannot ignore him,
because he is the highest rated player
at the Candidates (he is World No. 2,
behind Carlsen).

What about the lesser-rated
players, like Jovakhir Sindarov and
Andrey Esipenko?

Sindarov is really good. I remember
him playing well at the Chennai
Olympiad, where he won the
individual gold medal on the third
board. 

Esipenko is very talented, but he
needs to train more strategically. I
don’t think you can ignore anyone at
the Candidates. I feel it will be a very
close tournament.
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Don’t think you can ignore 
anyone at the Candidates

Caruana will certainly be the favourite and Praggnanandhaa, too, if he is better prepared in the opening; Anish can do well if he 

continues his GCL form, but I have my reservations about Nakamura given the way he performed against players with ratings of 1800 
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