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Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu announced
the signing of a Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(MoU) between the Go-
vernment of Andhra Pra-
desh and the Hinduja
Group for a cumulative in-
vestment of ₹20,000
crore, during his tour of
the United Kingdom (U.K.)
on Monday (November 3). 

He said in a post on ‘X’
that these investments
would accelerate the
State’s industrial and clean
energy growth.

The MoU was signed in
the presence of Ashok P.
Hinduja, chairperson of
the Hinduja Group, Pra-
kash Hinduja, chairperson
of Hinduja Group Europe
and Vivek Nanda, CEO of
Hinduja Investments &
Project Services Ltd.

Key projects
The CM said the key initia-
tives under the MoU in-
clude expanding the exist-
ing 1,050 MW Hinduja
National Power Corpora-
tion Ltd. (HNPCL) plant in
Visakhapatnam by an addi-
tional 1,600 MW (2×800
MW), development of large
solar and wind projects to
strengthen A.P.’s clean
energy capacity, setting up
of a state-of-the-art electric
bus and light vehicle plant
to boost sustainable mobil-
ity and establishment of a
network of EV charging
stations to support the
State’s green transport
ecosystem.

Mr. Chandrababu Nai-

du, in a separate meeting,
called on Nikki Grady-
Smith, group chief trans-
formation o�cer of Rolls-
Royce. The duo discussed
partnership opportunities
in A.P., especially in civil
aviation maintenance, re-
pair and overhaul (MRO)
facilities and power sys-
tems for upcoming data
centers, including both tra-
ditional power solutions
and small modular reac-
tors to ensure reliable and
sustainable energy supply.

Orvakal potential 
The CM also highlighted
the potential for a military
airstrip and an MRO unit at
Orvakal and suggested ex-
ploring the possibility of
establishing Global Capa-
bility Centers in Visakha-
patnam and Tirupati and
developing an aviation eco-
system and an MRO facility
near Bhogapuram airport.

Later, Mr. Chandrababu
Naidu met SRAM & MRAM
Group chairperson Shai-
lesh Hiranandani, which
was followed by a meeting
with Samko Holdings Ltd.
chairperson Sampath Ku-
mar Mallaya. The SRAM &
MRAM Group expressed
interest in establishing
semiconductor and ad-
vanced packaging units in
the State.

The CM met Octopus
Energy international af-
fairs group director Chris
Fitzgerald and deliberated
on the investment oppor-
tunities in the clean energy
sector and the scope for
collaboration in renewable
energy, data analytics and
smart grid management.

Hinduja Group executives and State government o�icials

exchanging copies of the MoU signed for investments in the

presence of Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu in London.

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

A.P., Hinduja Group
ink ₹20,000 crore
pact for investments

In a major boost to Andhra
Pradesh’s clean-energy
ambitions, the Rural Elec-
tri�cation Corporation Li-
mited (REC) sanctioned
₹7,500 crore for Brook-
�eld’s 1,040 MW hybrid
Renewable Energy (RE)
project in Kurnool district. 

“Costing ₹9,910 crore,
the project comprises 640
MW of wind and 400 MW
of solar capacity, and it is
the single largest sanction
ever given by REC to a priv-
ate sector project,” accord-
ing to an o�cial release. 

The project is being de-
veloped by Evren, a clean
energy platform launched
by Brook�eld and Axis

Energy as a joint venture.
Evren has already lined up
over 3 GW of RE projects
across Kurnool and Anan-
tapur districts, forming a
part of Brook�eld’s 8,000
MW pipeline in Andhra
Pradesh with a total invest-
ment of ₹50,000 crore.

This milestone came in
the wake of Minister for IT
Nara Lokesh’s meeting
with Brook�eld Global pre-
sident Connor Teskey in
London in August, when
both sides explored oppor-
tunities for deeper collabo-
ration across RE, AI-ready
data centres and green in-
frastructure sectors. 

Brook�eld is one of the
world’s largest alternative
investment managers, with
over $1 trillion in AUM.

₹7,500 cr. granted for
major renewable
energy project in A.P.
The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Eight persons died and 33
people, including two chil-
dren, were injured in four
separate accidents in Ba-
patla, Anakapalli, Palnadu
and Eluru districts on Mon-
day. In the incident near
Satyavatipeta village in
Karlapalem mandal of Ba-
patla district, four persons
died and two children,
aged 11 and 12, sustained
severe injuries in a car-lor-
ry collision. The deceased
were identi�ed as Betha-
lam Balarama Raju (65),
Bethalam Lakshmi (60),
Gadiraju Pushpavathi (60)
and Mudunuri Srinivasa
Raju (54), all residents of
Karlapalem.

Sources said the victims
were returning home after
attending the sangeet func-
tion of the son of MLA Na-
rendra Varma. Police said
the deceased were rela-
tives of the wife of the legis-
lator. In Anakapalli, two
persons died and 17 others

sustained injuries in a van-
autorickshaw collision on
NH-16 near Kokkirapalli in
Yelamanchili mandal. The
deceased were identi�ed
as a 55-year-old man and a
64-year-old woman. Ac-
cording to sources, the
vehicles were travelling

from Anakapalli towards
Payakaraopeta. 

In Palnadu, a man died
and four others were in-
jured when a lorry carry-
ing ration rice overturned
on Nandendla–Thimmapu-
ram road in Nadendla
mandal. The ration rice
was allegedly being tran-
sported illegally. Police
said the vehicle was tran-
sporting rice from Sathulu-
ru when one of its rear
tyres burst. Rice sacks fell
on the workers traveling in
the vehicle, killing Bapun
Malik (25) from Nandapur
village, Bhadrak district,
Odisha, on the spot.

In Eluru, a passenger
died and 10 others were in-
jured when a travels bus
overturned in Lingapalem
mandal. 

Eight dead, children among 33 injured
in four separate road accidents
The Hindu Bureau
BAPATLA/ANAKAPALLI

/PALNADU/ELURU

The lorry involved in the collision in Bapatla on Monday. 

State targets 
7.5 lakh jobs at
partnership meet 

VIJAYAWADA

Minister Nara Lokesh said the

government will host the CII

Partnership Summit in

Visakhapatnam on November

14 and 15 and 410 MoUs worth

₹9.80 lakh crore are likely to be

signed. » PAGE 4

ISRO lines up
seven launches
by March-end

SRIHARIKOTA

ISRO has lined up seven launch

missions from Satish Dhawan

Space Centre SHAR,

Sriharikota, by the end of

March 2026. ISRO Chairman V.

Narayanan was speaking to the

media after the successful

launch of LVM3-M5. » PAGE 4

NEARBY
�

‘BIG CHALLENGE’

Over ₹3,000 cr. lost to
digital arrest scams: SC
NEWS » PAGE 10

CASE IN SC

‘Report �nds Biren
audio was tampered’ 
NEWS » PAGE 8

‘VIOLATION OF ORDER’ 

SC �ags feeding of stray
dogs on govt. premises
NEWS » PAGE 10

CHANGING TIMES 

India’s IT dream
is at a crossroads
The transition will be
painful. But it can 
also be purposeful

EDITORIAL » PAGE 6

NICOBAR PROJECT

Map readied
amid forest
rights
challenge 

NEWS » PAGE 8

Spectacle of lights

Laser splendour: A rehearsal of a laser light show ahead of the Dev Deepavali celebrations at the Chet

Singh Fort in Varanasi on Monday. Dev Deepavali is celebrated 15 days after Deepavali. PTI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi addressed the �rst
Emerging Science Technol-
ogy and Innovation Con-
clave here on Monday. 

In his inaugural address,
he said that scientists
should generate ideas to
move from food security to
nutrition security; create
bioforti�ed crops to ad-
dress malnutrition; deve-
lop low-cost fertilizers; bet-
ter map genomic
biodiversity for personal-
ised medicine; and arrive
at new innovation in clean
battery storage. 

Shift focus 
to nutrition
security, PM
tells scientists

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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» PAGE 8

The Election Commission
will begin the enumeration
phase of the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) of electo-
ral rolls in 12 States and Un-
ion Territories on Tuesday.

The SIR exercise will
cover close to 51 crore vo-
ters in Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal, Kerala, Uttar Pra-
desh, Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Chhattisgarh, Goa,
Gujarat, Puducherry, An-
daman and Nicobar Is-
lands, and Lakshadweep.

Among these, Tamil Na-
du, Kerala, West Bengal,
and Puducherry will go to
the polls in 2026.

The �rst round of the
clean-up exercise was car-
ried out in Bihar earlier

this year, during which
more than 68 lakh names
were deleted from the elec-
toral rolls.

Enumeration process
The house-to-house enum-
eration process will take
place from November 4 to

December 4. The poll body
will publish the draft rolls
on December 9, after
which claims and objec-
tions can be submitted
from December 9 to Janu-
ary 8. Notices will be is-
sued, and hearings and
veri�cations will take place

from December 9 to Janu-
ary 31. The �nal electoral
rolls will be published on
February 7.

In most of these States,
the SIR exercise was last
carried out between 2002
and 2004, and they have
nearly completed the map-
ping of current electors ac-
cording to it.

The poll body has im-
plemented certain changes
to the SIR 2.0, drawing
upon insights gained from
the experience in Bihar.
Among the most signi�-
cant changes is the direc-
tive that no documents
should be collected from
electors during the enum-
eration phase. 

Special intensive revision of electoral
rolls begins in 12 States and U.T.s today
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Gearing up: Booth-level O�icers undergoing training in Kolkata for

the special intensive revision of electoral rolls. PTI
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Dumper truck
hits 17 vehicles in
Jaipur, 14 dead

JAIPUR

At least 14 people died and 13

were injured when a rashly

driven dumper truck collided

into at least 17 vehicles in

Jaipur on Monday. The chain

collision occurred near Loha

Mandi when the driver was

allegedly under the influence

of alcohol. Local people

nabbed him and handed him

over to the police. » PAGE 8

N
ineteen passengers,
including a 40-day-
old infant, were

killed and 14 injured when
a gravel-laden lorry
rammed a State transport
corporation bus at Chevel-
la near Hyderabad on Mon-
day morning, the police
said.

Around 7.10 a.m., the
lorry driver, likely trying to
avoid a pothole, swerved
to the right and crashed in-
to the Regional Transport
Corporation (RTC) bus
coming from the opposite
direction on National High-
way no. 163, the police
added.

The lorry tore through
the right side of the bus,
killing a few passengers.
However, most of the

deaths were caused by as-
phyxiation after the lorry
overturned, spilling the
gravel on the passengers
and trapping them, an of-
�cer of the Cyberabad Pol-
ice said. 

Both drivers were killed
on the spot. The lorry was

headed to Tandur from
Shankarpally while the bus
was plying from Tandur to
Hyderabad. An earthmov-
er was deployed to remove
the gravel and rescue per-
sons trapped inside the
bus. No street lights, divid-
ers, and signage were ob-

served over long stretches
of the highway.

The Telangana govern-
ment announced an ex gra-
tia of ₹5 lakh for the next of
kin of each of the de-
ceased, while the RTC an-
nounced ₹2 lakh. President
Droupadi Murmu con-

doled the deaths. 
A surgeon at the Com-

munity Health Centre,
Chevella, said the stretch
between Tandur and Hyde-
rabad was narrow.

19 dead as gravel truck ploughs
into govt. bus near Hyderabad

Tragic incident: Police and firefighters at the site after a lorry

collided with a bus near Hyderabad on Monday. NAGARA GOPAL

An infant and two drivers were among the dead, while 14 people were injured; lorry driver, likely trying to avoid a pothole,

swerved and crashed into an RTC bus coming from the opposite direction; many victims were crushed under the gravel

Naveen Kumar
Lavpreet Kaur
HYDERABAD

CONTINUED ON 
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Most victims died
of head injuries:
forensic experts

HYDERABAD

A majority of the 19 victims

died in the bus–truck collision

near Mirjaguda–Khanapur road

in Chevella mandal, Ranga

Reddy district, su�ered fatal

head injuries and multiple

trauma, forensic experts who

conducted autopsy said.

Preliminary reports revealed

no signs of intoxication in

either drivers. » PAGE 5
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T
he Andhra Pradesh
government has ta-
ken a proactive

step towards integrating
mental health and career
guidance into the school
education system, marking
a new beginning in holistic
education, said M.R. Pra-
sanna Kumar, Assistant
State Project Director, Sa-
magra Shiksha.

He was speaking at a se-
ven-day residential train-
ing programme, inaugurat-
ed at Maris Stella College in
Vijayawada on Monday, for
the Project Management
Unit (PMU) and District
Counsellors under the
Mental Health and Career
Guidance Project. The pro-

gramme is being jointly or-
ganised by Samagra
Shiksha, EdCIL and
UNICEF.

Mr. Prasanna Kumar al-
so highlighted the State go-
vernment’s commitment
to nurturing the emotional
and career growth of stu-
dents. He said that 255
mental health counsellors
have already been appoint-
ed across the State, and the
department is planning to
recruit one counsellor per
mandal totalling 679 coun-
sellors soon. Strengthen-
ing systems for mental
health and career gui-
dance among students is a
key goal of Samagra
Shiksha, which he de-
scribed as a milestone in-
itiative in Andhra Pra-
desh’s educational sector.

M.V. Krishna Reddy, Di-
rector, SCERT, said trained
counsellors should ensure
continuous support to ad-
dress the behavioural
changes seen among ado-
lescents. 

Critical phase
He also stressed that stu-
dents from classes 9 to 12
go through a critical phase,
where proper career gui-
dance and emotional men-
toring are essential to help
them focus on their
strengths. 

Indla Ramasubba Red-
dy, senior psychiatrist and
director, Indlas Hospitals,
observed that today’s
youth are facing multiple
emotional and behavioural
challenges such as relation-
ship stress, failures in love,

addictions, and anxiety.
He explained that these are
not merely disciplinary is-
sues, but re�ections of
deep psychological and so-
cial changes in�uenced by
media exposure, peer
pressure and digital depen-
dency. He underlined the
importance of professional
counselling, stating that
while parents and elders
may o�er a�ectionate ad-
vice, lack of professional
guidance can lead to guilt
or rebellion among
adolescents.

B. Ashok Kumar, Re-
search Scholar, NIMHANS,
consultants from UNICEF,
representatives from Lea-
dership for Equity and
MHITR founder R.S.V.N.
Sharma and others were
present.

‘Government working on
making mental health part 
of school education system’
255 mental health counsellors have been appointed across A.P., and the department is planning to

recruit one counsellor per mandal soon, says Samagra Shiksha Assistant State Project Director 

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

In demand

A farm worker plucking marigold flowers from a field at Jonnalagadda in NTR district. Marigold cultivation has gained 

momentum across the district with the arrival of the festive season. G.N. RAO

SRM University-A.P. hosted
the 72nd foundation day
celebrations of The Institu-
tion of Electronics and Te-
lecommunication Engi-
neers (IETE), Vijayawada
Centre, on Monday. 

IETE Vijayawada
Centre’s chairman B. Surya
Prasada Rao and secretary
Shaik Riyazuddin said that
nearly 4,000 engineering
students from Krishna,
Guntur, Prakasam, and
Khammam districts were
bene�tting from IETE’s in-
itiatives and expert men-
torship in the disciplines of
Electronics, Communica-
tion, and Information
Technology. 

Inaugurated
Marking the occasion, the
“NXTRONIX” Technology
Club, designed and deve-
loped by ECE students,
was inaugurated by SRM
University-A.P. Vice-Chan-
cellor Ch. Satish Kumar,
while the club logo was un-
veiled by C.V. Tomy, Dean,
School of Engineering and
Sciences. The club will
host workshops, circuit de-
sign challenges, and hack-
athons to promote hands-
on technical learning and
innovation among stu-
dents, as per a release from
the institute.

SRM-A.P. hosts
IETE 72nd
foundation
day festivities

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA Police arrested a 29-year-

old man for chain snatch-
ing at Pogathota in Nellore
on Monday. The accused
was identi�ed as Ch. Sri-
nath, a resident of Suraya-
palem village in Podalakur
mandal in the district.

According to the police,
Srinath completed B. Tech
and is currently working as
an engineer in a private
�rm. He was allegedly in-
volved in thefts after get-

ting habituated to casino,
online betting and gam-
bling. 

He had committed
thefts to clear his debts.
Srinath had stolen seven
motorcycles and snatched
gold chains at two places.

On September 23, he re-
portedly snatched a gold
chain from a 67-year-old
woman, Sola Lakshmam-
ma, while she was showing
a portion of her house for
rent. A case was registered
at One-Town (Chinna Ba-
zar) police station. 

Circle Inspector (CI) Ch.
Koteswara Rao and Sub-In-
spector (SI) A. Ayyappa
formed a special team and
arrested the accused. They
recovered two gold chains
weighing about 8 grams
and 40 grams respectively,
and seven motorcycles
worth ₹5.15 lakh from the
accused.

Nellore Superintendent
of Police (SP) Ajitha Vejen-
dla appreciated the special
team for nabbing the ac-
cused and announced a re-
ward.

Engineer arrested for chain
snatching, thefts in Nellore

The Hindu Bureau
NELLORE
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TUESDAY, NOV. 04

RISE 06:06 SET 17:36

RISE 16:30 SET 04:32

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 05

RISE 06:07 SET 17:36

RISE 17:19 SET 05:35

THURSDAY, NOV. 06

RISE 06:07 SET 17:35

RISE 18:12 SET 06:42
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Roads and Building Minister B.C. Janardhan
Reddy on Monday performed ’bhumi puja’ for
the construction of Zilla Parishad High School
building at his native village of Yanakandla in
Banaganapalle mandal. Addressing a gathering
after launching the works on the new building,
Mr. Janardhan Reddy said that the building was
being constructed with a cost of ₹2 crore with the
support of Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
and HRD Minister Nara Lokesh. The building
with eight rooms will be completed before the
commencement of the next academic year. He
said that the students of Erragudi, Govinda Dinne
and Krishnapuram villages were facing
di�culties to reach Banaganapalle for their
studies. The construction of the new school will
bene�t students from villages near Yanakandla.
“I will be ful�lling my dream of constructing a
school in my village,” he said. Mr. Janardhan
Reddy also inaugurated the newly-constructed
internal CC Roads and drains in the village. 

‘Bhumi puja’ for new school
performed at Banaganapalle 

INBRIEF
�

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

S
cientists from the Dr.
YSR Horticultural
University, along

with experts from the
Krishi Vigyan Kendras
(KVKs) and research sta-
tions, inspected the crops
damaged by Cyclone Mon-
tha that hit several districts
across Andhra Pradesh.

The researchers, profes-
sors and deans of Dr. YS-
RHU, Venkataramannagu-
dem, located in West
Godavari district, assessed
the damaged crops and
gave suggestions to the
farmers, said Registrar B.
Srinivasulu.

“Fourteen teams com-
prising scientists from Dr.
YSR Horticultural Universi-
ty and KVKs visited 12 dis-
tricts and took stock of the
situation over the last three
days,” shared the Registrar
said on Monday. The teams
conducted real-time diag-
nostic �eld visits to bana-
na, papaya, turmeric, ve-
getable and �ower
nurseries, curry leaf, po-
megranate, chilli, tomato,
ridge gourd, brinjal, ele-
phant foot yam, guava, oil

palm, acid lime, coconut,
tapioca, turmeric, onion,
paddy and cotton crops. 

C. Madhumathi, Direc-
tor of Research, Dr. YSR
Horticultural University
said: “We examined the
damaged crops in Krishna,
Guntur, Kakinda, Konasee-
ma, Annamayya, Tiru-
pathi, Prakasam, Eluru,

Nandyal, and West and
East Godavari districts.” 

G. Shali Raju, Scientist
(Entomology), Mango Re-
search Station (MRS), Nuz-
vid, who surveyed the
damaged horticulture
crops in Tadepalli, Pena-
maluru and Poranki villag-
es in Krishna district.
“Farmers should clean

their �elds immediately,
drain the stagnated water,
and take precautions to
save the crop that have sur-
vived,” Dr. Madhumathi
said. 

Registrar Srinivasulu
said that a report has been
submitted to the Director
of Horticulture for further
action. 

YSRHU scientists, KVK
experts assess impact of
Montha onslaught on crops

Scientists of Dr. YSR Horticultural University and Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) visiting the fields damaged

due to cyclone Montha in Krishna district. 

14 teams visit 12 districts and take stock of the situation over the last three days; researchers advise

farmers to clean the �elds, drain the stagnated water and follow steps given by the KVK scientists

The Hindu Bureau
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Guntur Municipal Corpo-
ration (GMC) Commission-
er Puli Srinivasulu directed
Engineering o�cials to en-
sure that all ongoing road
and drainage construction
works in the city are com-
pleted within the stipulat-
ed deadlines and in strict
adherence to quality
standards.

During an inspection on
Monday, the Commission-
er visited A.T. Agraharam
Main Road, Nagaram Pa-
lem, Kundula Road, Brin-
davan Gardens, Krishna
Nagar, Gujjanagundla, and
S.V.N. Colony, where he re-
viewed road and drainage
works, as well as instances
of road encroachments. He
issued speci�c instructions
to the concerned o�cials
to address de�ciencies and
remove encroachments
immediately.

Mr. Srinivasulu warned

that any lack of quality in
construction would be
treated as the responsibili-
ty of the respective Ward
Secretary and Assistant En-
gineer. He insisted that cur-
ing and other technical
procedures for CC roads
and drains be carried out
strictly as per prescribed
standards.

At S.V.N. Colony Colony
main road, he instructed
the Town Planning o�cials
to clear road and drain en-
croachments. Responding
to the public complaints in
the ISKCON temple area,
he directed the Public
Health and Engineering
sta� to clean vacant plots
between houses and pump
out stagnant rainwater
from low-lying areas.

Inspecting sanitation
works at Nagaram Palem
road, the Commissioner
instructed Sanitation in-
spectors to ensure that
main roads were cleaned
immediately.

GMC Commissioner Puli Srinivasulu inspecting under-construction

CC Road works at A.T. Agraharam on Monday. T. VIJAY KUMAR

The Hindu Bureau

GUNTUR

Ensure completion of
road, drain works on
time, says GMC chief

The management of
School of Planning and Ar-
chitecture (SPA), New Del-
hi, has assured to develop
Kondapalli toys, handi-
crafts and the historic Kon-
dapalli Fort. O�cials of
SPA, who held a meeting
with NTR Collector G.
Lakshmisha on Monday,
discussed on promoting
the disappearing Konda-
palli handicrafts and the
historic Khilla.

“Kondapalli toys are fa-
mous across the nation,
and the artisans need
proper support and en-
couragement. I request the
SPA management to join
hands to promote Konda-
palli brand toys,” Mr.
Lakshmisha said.

The SPA o�cials said
the matter would be taken
to the notice of the insti-
tute Director and other of-
�cials. The SPA manage-
ment would help in setting
up the Kondapalli Toys Ex-
perience Centre, the Col-

lector said. “There is a
need to protect Kondapalli
art and pass it on to the
next generation. We are
making e�orts to provide
raw material and market
the famous toys,” Mr.
Lakshmisha told the the

SPA o�cials. 
Government is planning

to develop Kondapalli as a
model village and tourist
spot, provide �nancial sup-
port to artisans, and beaut-
ify the fort with help of
SPA, the Collector said.

SPA o�cials assure to develop
Kondapalli toys, historic fort
The Hindu Bureau

VIJAYAWADA

NTR District Collector G. Lakshmisha holding discussions with the School of Planning and Architecture

(SPA) o�icials on development of Kondapalli toys and fort in Vijayawada, on Monday. 

The city police on Monday
arrested three persons, in-
cluding YSRCP student
wing leader, for allegedly
possessing 48 LSD (Lyser-
gic acid diethylamide)
blots near the railway sta-
tion on Sunday. The arrest-
ed were identi�ed as P.
Konda Reddy (23), YSRCP
student wing leader, M.
Geeth Charan, and T. Har-
shavardhan (22).

Deputy Commissioner
of Police Mary Prasanthi
said all three accused are
close friends and are alco-
holics and drug addicts.
They frequently met to
consume these substances.
Due to a shortage of drugs,
Konda Reddy contacted
Geeth Charan and instruct-
ed him to procure LSD
blots from a person named
Santhan from Bengaluru.

The DCP said Konda
Reddy booked �ight and
train tickets for Geeth Cha-
ran to travel to Bengaluru
and collect the LSD blots
from Santhan. She said
that on October 31, Geeth
Charan �ew to Bengaluru
from from Visakhapatnam
. Police said Konda Reddy
transferred ₹25,000 to
Santhan. With that money,
Santhan purchased 50 LSD
blots, kept two for himself,
and handed over the re-
maining 48 LSD blots to
Geeth Charan.

On November 1, Geeth
Charan boarded a train
from Bengaluru to Visak-
hapatnam and reached the
city on November 2. Upon
his arrival, Konda Reddy
called and instructed him
to wait outside the railway
station. The DCP said that
based on reliable informa-
tion, a team of anti-narcot-
ic force EAGLE, IV Town
police and CTF caught
Konda Reddy and Harsha-
vardhan while they were
taking delivery of the LSD
blots from Geeth Charan.

YSRCP
student wing
leader held
for possession
of drugs

The Hindu Bureau
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Vijayawada Divisional Rail-
way Manager (DRM) Mohit
Sonakiya said that cyberse-
curity and awareness was
not just a necessity, but a
responsibility of each and
every person.

Participating in the con-
cluding programme of the
National Cybersecurity
Awareness Month-2025
themed ‘Cyber Jagrit Bha-
rat’ here on Monday, the
DRM said that safe digital
practices being imple-
mented by the o�cers and
sta� would strengthen the
online platforms of the In-
dian Railways. 

“The month-long cam-
paign on cybersecurity fo-
cussed on promoting
awareness among the rail-
way employees on safe dig-
ital practices,” Mr. Mohit

Sonakiya said. He also
complimented the Signal
and Telecom (S&T) Depart-
ment for conducting va-
rious awareness pro-
grammes and
competitions on cyberse-
curity. 

Quiz, poster making,
and essay writing competi-
tions were organised for
the employees during the
awareness drive. The
DRM, along with Addition-
al DRM (Operations) Srini-
vas Rao Konda and Senior
Divisional Signal and Tele-
com Engineer P. Satish
Shankar presented prizes.

Cybersecurity drive
focuses on promoting
employee awareness 

The Hindu Bureau
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Safe digital practices
implemented by sta�
will strengthen the
online platforms of
the Indian Railways,
says Vijayawada DRM

Challa Group has an-
nounced a partnership
with the World Smart Ci-
ties Forum (WSCF), South
Korea, USA-UK and iHold-
ing, UK, to establish a can-
cer centre in Andhra Pra-
desh. According to a press
release, a Letter of Intents
(LOI) was signed among
�ve partnering companies
for the construction of the
centre, at a programme
held in Vijayawada on
Monday. Earlier, a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MoU) had already been
signed between Challa
Group and WSCF regard-
ing the same. The pro-
posed cancer centre is like-
ly to come up in 25 acres,
and the speci�c location
would be �nalised after
consultation with the State
government, said the
release.

New cancer
centre to be
set up in State

The Hindu Bureau
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The chief ponti� of the renowned Vanamamalai
Mutt, HH Srimath Paramahamsethyanthi
Madhurakavi Jeeyar, o�ered prayers at the Lord
Venkateswara temple here on Monday. TTD
Executive O�cer Anilkumar Singhal and temple
priests accorded him the traditional Pedda
Maryadai honours. As part of the ritual, the
sacred Satari was ceremoniously brought out in a
palanquin to escort the seer into the shrine.

Vanamamalai ponti� prays 
at Tirumala temple

YSR Congress Party (YSRCP) president Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy is scheduled to tour the
cyclone-a�ected areas of Krishna district on
Tuesday. According to the itinerary released by
the YSRCP central o�ce here on Monday, Mr.
Jagan will leave his residence in Tadepalli at 9.30
a.m. and travel via Penamaluru Centre, Uyyuru
Bypass, and Pamarru Bypass to reach Guduru in
the Pedana Assembly constituency. He will
inspect crop �elds damaged by Cyclone Montha. 

Jagan to tour cyclone-hit
areas in Krishna district today

I
T and Human Re-
sources Development
Minister Nara Lokesh

has said that the Speed of
Doing Business (SoDB) has
been the cornerstone of
the Andhra Pradesh (A.P.)
government’s investment
mobilisation drive. The
primary reason companies
prefer A.P. over other
States, he said, is the indus-
try-friendly image assidu-
ously cultivated by Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu over the years and
his leadership, which has
few parallels.

Highlighting the mo-
mentum generated by ma-
jor investments from Goo-
gle and ArcelorMittal, Mr.
Lokesh said the A.P. go-
vernment would host the
CII Partnership Summit
2025 in Visakhapatnam on
November 14 and 15. Ad-
dressing a press confe-
rence, he announced that
410 MoUs worth ₹9.80 lakh
crore, with the potential to
create 7.5 lakh jobs, were
expected to be signed dur-
ing the summit. 

The Minister, accompa-
nied by his Cabinet col-
leagues Kollu Ravindra
(Mines), Gottipati Ravi Ku-
mar (Energy), and Konda-
palli Srinivas (MSMEs),
along with Secretary (In-
dustries & Commerce) N.
Yuvaraj, said the summit
was not merely intended to
attract investments but

was conceived as a three-
way partnership between
the government, corpo-
rates, and the people —
with shared prosperity as
its central goal. 

Foundations would be
laid for projects involving a
total investment of ₹2.70
lakh crore during the
event, which would fea-
ture 48 sessions — includ-
ing one plenary, 27 techni-
cal, three standalone, and
11 State-speci�c sessions.
Over 300 delegates from
45 countries, including
G20 member nations, are
expected to participate,
and 72 international speak-
ers will share insights on a
wide range of topics. 

Mr. Lokesh welcomed
healthy competition

among States for attracting
investments, noting that
many were o�ering equal-
ly attractive incentives. “I
am happy to compete
without making uncharita-
ble remarks about others,
as the larger goal is to make
India stronger and more
resilient in the emerging
global scenario,” he said. 

He added that while
Andhra Pradesh is attract-
ing investments in sectors
such as renewable energy,
semiconductors, electron-
ics, steel, ports, agri-tech,
drones, AI, and quantum
technologies, the govern-
ment is also giving due em-
phasis to skilling the youth
to make them industry-rea-
dy. “The State cannot af-
ford to lag behind in this

area, which is why a slew
of skill development initia-
tives have been launched,”
he noted. 

Responding to a ques-
tion on whether the up-
coming AM/NS steel plant
near Anakapalli would ad-
versely a�ect the Visakha-
patnam Steel Plant (VSP),
Mr. Lokesh said competi-
tion brings out the best in
businesses. 

He pointed out that the
State government had en-
sured VSP was not priva-
tised and had secured a re-
vival package for it with the
Centre’s cooperation. On
the issue of non-regularisa-
tion of contract workers,
he remarked that steel-
making is a business, not
charity.

State targets ₹9.8 lakh cr.
MoUs, 7.5 lakh jobs at 
CII Partnership Summit 

IT & HRD Minister Nara Lokesh addressing mediapersons on the CII Partnership Summit 2025 at his

camp o�ice on Monday. Ministers Kollu Ravindra, Gottipati Ravi Kumar and Kondapalli Srinivas and

Secretary (Industries & Commerce) N. Yuvaraj are seen. 

Lokesh says focus on Speed of Doing Business and industry-friendly policies has positioned A.P. as

a top investment destination; projects by Google and ArcelorMittal to boost investor con�dence

The Hindu Bureau

VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh’s indus-
trial policies must remain
competitive and business-
friendly by drawing les-
sons from best practices
adopted in other States
and countries, observed
Minister for (MSME) Kon-
dapalli Srinivas.

During a review meeting
with o�cials of the MSME
Department and the And-
hra Pradesh Industrial In-
frastructure Corporation

(APIIC) at the Secretariat
on Monday, the Minister
directed them to prioritise
the development of essen-
tial infrastructure in all 175
MSME parks coming up
across the State. 

He emphasised the
need to expedite works re-
lated to roads, water sup-
ply, and power connec-
tions to facilitate industrial
growth. He urged o�cials
to align their e�orts with
the State’s new industrial
policy, which aims to accel-
erate MSME development. 

Minister stresses
infrastructure push
in MSME parks

The Hindu Bureau

AMARAVATI

The Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment is planning to
launch a new initiative
called the Chief Minister
Employment Generation
Programme (CMEGP) to
promote entrepreneurship
in both the manufacturing
and service sectors under
the MSME segment.

Modelled on the Central
government’s Prime Minis-
ter Employment Genera-
tion Programme (PMEGP),
the CMEGP aims to create
self-employment oppor-
tunities across rural and
urban areas, according to
top government sources.
While the PMEGP allows
investments of up to ₹50
lakh for manufacturing un-
its and ₹20 lakh for service

units, the CMEGP is likely
to raise the ceiling to ₹75
lakh and ₹25 lakh, respec-
tively. The MSME Depart-
ment expects the new pro-
gramme to help establish
5,000 to 6,000 new units
across the State, said high-
ly placed sources. 

Meanwhile, the State go-
vernment is also formulat-
ing a separate policy to
promote Common Facility
Centres (CFCs). Although
the Central government al-
ready supports such
centres, the State intends
to invest additional funds
to expedite their develop-
ment. 

These CFCs act as
shared infrastructure
hubs, o�ering common re-
sources to clusters of enter-
prises to help reduce oper-
ational costs.

A.P. to launch CMEGP
to boost MSME
entrepreneurship

Sambasiva Rao M.

AMARAVATI

Rain response

On guard: In the wake of heavy rain brought by Cyclone Montha, a farmer sprays lime to prevent viruses from spreading in the shrimp

ponds located in the coastal area a�ected by floodwaters at Kothapatnam near Ongole, on Monday. KOMMURI SRINIVAS

Expressing shock over the tragic road accident
that occurred in Rangareddy district of
Telangana, Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
extended his deepest condolences to the families
of the deceased. Deputy Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan said he was deeply shocked to learn that
17 people had lost their lives when a gravel-laden
lorry collided with an RTC bus. BJP A,P. president
P.V.N. Madhav also expressed shock over the
tragic incident and the loss of lives. Former Chief
Minister and YSR Congress Party President Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy expressed deep shock and
sorrow over the accident near Chevella in
Telangana, which claimed several lives. 

Naidu, Pawan, Jagan express
shock over TG accident

INBRIEF
�

LIC Housing Finance Ltd. (LIC
HFL) has set a target of ₹4,250
crore in home loan business
for the 2025–26 �nancial year
in Andhra Pradesh and has so
far achieved ₹1,628 crore dur-
ing the �rst half of the year
(up to the second quarter). In
Visakhapatnam alone, ₹658
crore has been achieved
against the target of ₹1,770
crore during this period, ac-
cording to the company’s Ma-
naging Director and CEO
Tribhuwan Adhikari.

Speaking to select media
persons at a hotel here on
Monday, Mr. Adhikari said the
company had initiated a spe-

cial focus on Andhra Pradesh
from the current �nancial
year. For the �rst time, a ded-
icated marketing head has
been appointed for the State,
based in Vijayawada. 

Mr. Adhikari, who made
his maiden visit to the city to
chair the company’s two-day
regional meeting for Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana sta�,
said LIC HFL has a network of
303 marketing o�ces across
the country. 

In Andhra Pradesh, it oper-
ates through an extensive net-
work of 20 area o�ces and
three cluster o�ces, support-
ed by a Deputy Regional Man-
ager’s O�ce in Vijayawada. 

LIC HFL’s share of the indi-
vidual home loan market in

Andhra Pradesh and Telanga-
na stands at around 19.46%.
During FY 2025–26, the com-
pany disbursed ₹5,634.71
crore in this region, and its
outstanding loan book stood
at ₹63,000 crore as of Sep-
tember 2025. 

On the company’s pan-In-
dia performance, Mr. Adhika-
ri said LIC HFL reported a
steady performance in Q2 FY

2025–26, with a net pro�t af-
ter tax of ₹1,353.87 crore, re-
gistering a 2% year-on-year
growth. 

Total disbursements dur-
ing the quarter stood at
₹16,313 crore. Revenue from
operations grew 3% to ₹7,163
crore, while Net Interest In-
come (NII) increased by 3% to
₹2,038 crore.

The Net Interest Margin
(NIM) for the quarter was
2.62%, and Pro�t Before Tax
(PBT) rose 2% year-on-year to
₹1,704.71 crore. 

The company’s loan port-
folio increased 6% to ₹3,11,816
crore, driven by a 5% growth
in the individual home loan
segment to ₹2,64,096 crore.
Asset quality improved, with

Stage 3 exposure reducing to
2.51% from 3.06% a year ago.
ECL provisions stood at
₹5,074 crore, with 53% cover-
age. 

For the half year ended
September 2025, LIC HFL re-
ported a 3% growth in net
pro�t to ₹2,713.79 crore and a
5% rise in total income to
₹14,403 crore, re�ecting con-
sistent momentum in disbur-
sements and earnings. 

Commenting on the re-
sults, Mr. Adhikari said LIC
HFL remains focused on the
a�ordable and mid-segment
housing markets, leveraging
partnerships and AI-enabled
processes to deliver a seam-
less digital experience for
new-age homebuyers.

LICHFL eyes ₹4,250-crore home loan target for A.P. 
The Hindu Bureau

VISAKHAPATNAM
Company achieves
₹1,628 crore in �rst
half; MD says special
focus on Andhra
Pradesh with
dedicated marketing
head in Vijayawada 

Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) has lined
up seven launch missions
from Satish Dhawan Space
Centre (SDSC) SHAR, Sri-
harikota, by the end of
March 2026. Speaking to
the media after the suc-
cessful launch of LVM3-
M5/ CMS-03 mission from
here on Sunday, ISRO
Chairman V. Narayanan
announced about the up-
coming launch missions.

“Again, ISRO will use
LVM3-M5 vehicle to place a
commercial communica-
tion satellite for a private
client. Three PSLV mis-
sions are planned for plac-
ing the satellites soon. A

technology development
mission PSLV-N1 and GSLV-
F17 mission will also be
launched by the end of this
�nancial year,” he said, re-
vealing various develops-
ments that are taking place
at SDSC SHAR.

Sharing the details
about the much-awaited
India’s maiden human spa-
ce�ight programme,he
said, “Gaganyaan project is
in advanced stage and
hardware integration is un-
derway at Sriharikota.” 

ISRO lines up seven launch
missions from SDSC SHAR
Sriharikota by March-end
The Hindu Bureau

SRIHARIKOTA

An Indian Space Research Organisation rocket LVM3-M5, carrying

the CMS-03 communication satellite, blasts o� from the Satish

Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota on Sunday. AFP 

Former Minister and
YSRCP leader Jogi Ramesh
and his brother Jogi Ramu
were shifted to the Nellore
Central Prison on Monday.
Following the court’s order
granting judicial remand
till November 12 in the spu-
rious liquor case, the Ex-
cise police shifted Jogi Ra-
mesh (Accused No. 18) and
his brother (Accused No.
19) to the jail. 

‘Vindictive politics’ 
Meanwhile, addressing a
press conference on Mon-
day, YSRCP State coordina-
tor Sajjala Ramakrishna
Reddy alleged that the
State government had re-
sorted to vindictive politics
by arresting Jogi Ramesh.

Jogi Ramesh,
brother
shifted to
Nellore jail

The Hindu Bureau
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.45 HRS)

Forecast for Tuesday: Thunderstorm with lightning/gusty winds

likely at isolated places over Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Muza�ara-

bad, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,

Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal and Andaman & Nicobar Islands
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......30.6...... 24.2 Kozhikode ....................... —......33.4...... 24.5

Ahmedabad............0.5......33.8...... 25.5 Kurnool ........................... —......34.0...... 24.7

Aizawl ...................... —......29.4...... 19.1 Lucknow.......................... —......29.3...... 17.8

Allahabad ................ —......31.6...... 18.6 Madurai ........................... —......37.6...... 23.5

Bengaluru................ —......28.2...... 19.8 Mangaluru....................... —......30.4...... 23.0

Bhopal ..................... —......30.4...... 20.8 Mumbai .............................1......31.1...... 25.1

Bhubaneswar .......... —......32.2...... 22.6 Mysuru............................. —......29.0...... 18.0

Chandigarh.............. —......30.5...... 15.4 New Delhi........................ —......31.5...... 17.2

Chennai ................... —......35.5...... 27.0 Patna............................... —......29.0...... 21.5

Coimbatore ............. —......33.2...... 21.2 Port Blair ........................0.4......30.6...... 25.6

Dehradun................. —......30.0...... 15.6 Puducherry ..................... —......33.2...... 26.4

Gangtok .....................5......18.7...... 14.5 Pune ................................ —......31.8...... 23.4

Goa........................... —......31.5...... 23.5 Raipur.............................. —......32.8...... 22.2

Guwahati ................0.8......29.5...... 22.0 Ranchi ............................. —......26.8...... 18.2

Hubballi ................... —......29.0...... 19.0 Shillong ........................... —......21.2...... 14.2

Hyderabad...............18......31.3...... 22.6 Shimla ............................. —......25.0...... 13.4

Imphal ..................... —......31.2...... 20.5 Srinagar........................... —......22.8........ 2.7

Jaipur ...................... —......32.8...... 17.0 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......32.7...... 23.6

Kochi........................ —......30.2...... 23.6 Tiruchi ............................. —......35.5...... 24.4

Kohima .................... —......25.6...... 17.8 Vijayawada...................... —......36.4...... 25.4

Kolkata .................... —......31.0...... 23.0 Visakhapatnam..................5......33.4...... 25.2

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Thoothukudi,

Tamil Nadu recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 486

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Shillong,

Meghalaya recorded a

healthy AQI score of 12

Ahmedabad ..... .20 ..27 .77 .....34 ....52 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ..— ..25 113 .....60 ....98 ......*

Chennai............ ...5 ....7 .43 .....52 ...110 ......*

Delhi ................. .15 119 108 ...367 ...337 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .19 ..16 .27 .....71 ....88 ......*

Kolkata............. ...8 ..18 .48 .....73 ....69 ......*

Lucknow........... ...5 ..44 .34 ...256 ...141 ......*

Mumbai ............ ..— ..65 .62 .....42 ....72 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..42 .62 .....27 ....53 ......*

Visakhapatnam .12 ..45 .12 .....73 .....— ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

Several private colleges
and Higher Education In-
stitutions in Telangana
were shut on Monday, as
part of the inde�nite strike
call given by Federation of
Associations of Telangana
Higher Institutions (FATHI)
demanding immediate dis-
bursement of Reimburse-
ment of Tuition Fee (RTF)
dues by the government.

Notices were stuck out-
side colleges; students and
teaching and non-teaching
faculty in large numbers
joined demonstrations
across districts, and stu-
dents’ organisations parti-
cipated in gheraos and sit-
ins to amplify the call.

Engineering, Pharmacy,

MBA, MCA, B.Ed, and
Nursing are among the
protesters. According to
FATHI, the government’s
assurance was to release
dues amounting to ₹1,200
crore by Deepavali. Howev-
er, only ₹300 crore was re-
leased. On Monday, while
holding demonstrations,
the federation members
said they would intensify
their approach to pressure
the government to act. 

As part of the plan, the
union said, a large meeting
with employees of various
institutes, students and all
stakeholders will be con-
ducted at L.B. Stadium on
November 8About 30,000
participants are expected
to take part.It has also gi-
ven a ‘Long March’ call to
the State secretariat. 

TG colleges shut in
protest over dues
The Hindu Bureau

HYDERABAD

A majority of the 19 victims
who died in the bus–truck
collision near Mirjaguda–
Khanapur road in Ranga
Reddy district of Telanga-
na on Monday su�ered fa-
tal head injuries and multi-
ple trauma, according to
forensic experts who con-
ducted the post-mortem.
Preliminary reports also
revealed that there was no
sign of intoxication in eith-

er drivers, they said.
A doctor, who was part

of the medical team sent
from Hyderabad to Chevel-
la Community Health
Centre, said, “90% of the
victims su�ered head inju-
ries and multiple injuries.
There was also an infant
who is suspected to have
died due to su�ocation,
although this can be con-
�rmed only after the �nal
report,” the doctor said.

He con�rmed that preli-
minary examinations re-

vealed no sign of intoxica-
tion in either drivers, and
this will be con�rmed after
the �nal toxicology results.

Soon after the accident,
Health Minister C. Damo-
dar Raja Narasimha, Com-
missioner of Health and
Family Welfare Sangeetha
Satyanarayana and Telan-
gana Vaidya Vidhana Par-
ishad (TVVP) Commission-
er Dr. Ajaya Kumar visited
the Chevella CHC to moni-
tor the situation. 

The o�cials remained

post-mortems being con-
ducted at the Chevella CHC
itself and treatment for the
injured continuing at near-
by hospitals. All 19 post-
mortems were completed
by Monday afternoon

Meanwhile, 14 injured
individuals — eight men
and six women — are un-
dergoing treatment at Pat-
nam Mahender Reddy In-
stitute of Medical Sciences.
“All the injured are in sta-
ble condition,” said DMHO-
Venkateshwar Rao.

at the hospital until all
post-mortem examinations
were completed and the
bodies were handed over
to the families. The foren-
sic teams from Hyderabad
worked in close coordina-
tion with local doctors at
the Chevella CHC to com-
plete the post-mortem. 

Initially, authorities had
planned to shift the bodies
and the injured to Osmania
General Hospital in Hyde-
rabad. However, the plan
was later revised, with

Forensic experts say drivers showed no signs of intoxication 

Siddharth Kumar Singh
HYDERABAD

Three men from Andhra
Pradesh were arrested by
Hyderabad Cyber Crime
Police for aiding large-scale
online investment frauds
that targeted unsuspecting
victims across India. 

The accused were iden-
ti�ed as Madathala Ramesh
Reddy (25), Gandi Srinu
(31), and Gurrapūkonda
Sridhar (43). They were ap-
prehended in connection
with three separate cases
registered at the Cyber
Crime Police Station, Hyd-
erabad. Police said the trio
provided access to their
bank accounts to organ-
ised cyber-criminal net-
works that circulated fake
investment schemes
through WhatsApp and Te-
legram groups. 

Victims were lured into
groups, where they were
persuaded to invest in frau-
dulent stock trading and
crypto platforms such as
SMC STK Trading App and
valiantcapital app. 

Victims poured in large
sums, trusting the sup-
posed advisors, only to dis-
cover later that withdra-
wals were blocked and
their money vanished. The
total losses across the three
cases were estimated at ov-
er ₹59 lakh.

Police said all three ac-
cused acted as facilitators
for cyber-crime syndicates
by opening bank accounts
and selling access creden-
tials to fraudsters for a
commission.

Police have urged the
public to remain alert

Three from
A.P. held for
aiding cyber
fraud rings

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

A Bengaluru court on Mon-
day framed charges against
Kannada actor Darshan
Thoogudeepa, his friend
Pavithra Gowda and 15 oth-
ers, in the 2024 Renukas-
wamy murder case. 

The trial in the case is
likely to commence from
November 10. Renukaswa-
my, 33, working at a medi-
cal shop in Chitradurga,
was kidnapped by actor
Darshan’s associates for
sending lewd messages to
Pavithra Gowda, brought
to a shed in Bengaluru
where the actor Pavithra
Gowda and others alleged-
ly beat him to death and
disposed of the body in a
storm water drain, in an at-
tempt to cover up the
crime, the police alleged in
the 3,991-page charge
sheet �led on September 3,

2024. Pavithra was named
as accused No. 1 and Dar-
shan as accused No. 2, de-
tailing the alleged role of
each accused in the crime.
A supplementary char-
gesheet was submitted
later.

Renukaswamy’s mutilat-
ed body was found near a
stormwater drain in Suma-
nahalli in west Bengaluru
on June 9, 2024. 

The next day, four peo-

ple turned up at the police
station owning up to the
murder. Their interroga-
tion had led the police to
actor Darshan and his
partner Pavithra Gowda.

The 17 accused have
now been charged under
Section 302 (murder), 359
(kidnapping), 120(b) (cri-
minal conspiracy), 204 (at-
tempt to destroy evidence)
among other Sections of
the IPC.

Court frames murder charges
against Darshan, 16 others
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Kannada actor Darshan being escorted to Parappana Agrahara

central jail, in Bengaluru on Monday.  VIDEO GRAB

Manjummel Boys, the sur-
vival drama directed by
Chidambaram, won big at
the 55th Kerala State Film
Awards 2024, garnering
nine awards, including the
top honours of Best Film
and Best Director. Mam-
mootty won his seventh
Best Actor (Male) award,
the most for any actor in
Malayalam, for Bramayu-
gam, while Shamla Hamza
has won the Best Actor (Fe-
male) forFeminichi Fathi-
ma. Fasil Muhammed won
the award for Best Debu-
tant Director for Feminichi
Fathima. 

Manjummel
Boys bags
nine Kerala
�lm awards 

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
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A
t the midnight hour on a magical Sunday,
Harmanpreet Kaur and her incredible
women made their tryst with destiny. In-

dia was �nally crowned world champions in wo-
men’s cricket. It was a journey marked by a long
history of angst and joy, shaped by the sweat and
dreams of pioneers such as Shantha Rangaswa-
my, Diana Edulji, Mithali Raj, and Jhulan Goswa-
mi. In a high-stakes �nal be�tting an ICC World
Cup, India prevailed over South Africa by 52 runs
at Navi Mumbai’s D.Y. Patil Stadium, which
turned into a teeming mass of raucous energy.
This moment is as epochal as it was for Kapil Dev
and his men in 1983 when they seized the World
Cup at Lord’s. That caused a seismic shift in the
way cricket was perceived and administered and
paved the way for India to become a commercial
behemoth. A similar turn of events awaits Har-
manpreet and company, and women’s cricket at
large. The coach, Amol Muzumdar, too had his
moment. A domestic giant, he never got a chance
to play for the senior men’s team as his career ran
parallel to the likes of Sachin Tendulkar and Ra-
hul Dravid. Harmanpreet’s feisty women ensured
that their mentor �nally understood what it
means to prosper at the highest level.

Having faltered in the 2005 and 2017 World
Cup �nals, India also had to contend with the
pressure of playing at home. When three league
matches were lost on the trot against South Afri-
ca, Australia, and England, the knives were out on
social media. Still, the team persevered and every
game produced a new star — Pratika Rawal, for in-
stance. In the �nal, Shafali Verma and Deepti
Sharma turned in an all-round show, while Smriti
Mandhana was as solid as ever. Earlier, the turn
towards glory happened in the semi�nal when Je-
mimah Rodrigues anchored an astounding chase
against defending champions Australia. Her un-
beaten 127 is one of the greatest knocks in Indian
cricketing history. If India performed the giant
killing act towards the climactic phase, so too did
South Africa, as England discovered in the semi�-
nal. In skipper Laura Wolvaardt, the Proteas have
a splendid batter and her two tons in the semi�-
nal and �nal were high on class and pugnacity.
But the biggest takeaway is this: Indian women
have found their place on cricket’s biggest stage.

Women’s world

The World Cup win came after a long
struggle on and o� the �eld

K
erala, known for its exemplary record in
social and human development, and for
healthcare systems comparable to those

of developed nations, achieved another miles-
tone on its 69th formation day, on November 1 —
the eradication of extreme poverty. This resulted
from a four-year, meticulously planned pro-
gramme involving a gamut of agencies,  spear-
headed by the local self-government depart-
ment, alongside extensive community
participation. It was during the �rst Cabinet
meeting of the second LDF government led by
Pinarayi Vijayan in May 2021 that the Extreme Po-
verty Eradication Programme (EPEP) was
launched. Successive State governments deserve
credit for Kerala’s people-centric development
and decentralised planning, which ensured that
poverty reduced from 59.8% in 1973–74 to 11.3% in
2011–12. NITI Aayog’s National Multidimensional
Poverty Index (2023) stated that Kerala was the
least impoverished State, based on the head-
count ratio. Just 0.55% of Kerala’s population was
multidimensionally poor — far below the national
average of 14.96%. Instead of relying on self-en-
rolment, the government deployed nearly 4 lakh
trained enumerators, supported by a robust local
body system and Kudumbashree workers, to
identify the abjectly poor. After several levels of
vetting, 64,006 extremely poor families — com-
prising 1,03,099 individuals, many lacking basic
documents — were identi�ed based on the four-
point criteria of access to food, health, means of
livelihood, and housing. A uniform solution was
inadequate for such diverse needs, necessitating
an experiment in welfare governance: the prepa-
ration of custom-made micro plans for each iden-
ti�ed family and the provision of essential sup-
port such as identi�cation documents, housing,
livelihoods, regular medicine, cooked meals, pal-
liative care and, in some cases, organ transplants.

Combating poverty is a never-ending task and
criticism of the claim of erasing extreme poverty
— particularly regarding the plight of the tribal
population — is inescapable. The State govern-
ment has launched EPEP 2.0 to prevent relapse
and to ensure that no new household falls into ex-
treme poverty. The LDF has pledged to tackle all
forms of poverty in mission mode. Critics of the
‘Kerala Model’ have often cited stagnant growth
and rising unemployment as evidence of its per-
ceived failure. The State has accelerated major in-
frastructure projects and high-tech green indus-
tries to bridge the de�cit in these areas. It has also
been skilling the educated to alleviate jobless-
ness. The EPEP shows that progressive gover-
nance can be rooted in welfarism and growth si-
multaneously, without compromising social
safety or sustainability. The largely community-
driven model may not be �awless, but it is self-
evolving and strengthens democracy at the grass-
roots. It presents an alternative development pa-
radigm — a Kerala story worth propagating.

A Kerala story

Eradicating poverty should be seen as a
never-ending task

F
or nearly three decades, India’s
Information Technology (IT) sector has
been the crown jewel of the country’s
economic transformation — a symbol of

upward mobility, global relevance, and
middle-class aspiration. Though the IT industry
recruits only about 1% of the Indian workforce, it
contributes about 7% of the country’s GDP. Young
engineers from Tier-II towns once saw a job at
Infosys or Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) as a
passport to prosperity. But today, that dream is
�ickering. With TCS announcing its steepest-ever
layo�s — nearly 20,000 jobs shed in a single
quarter— and other companies quietly following
suit, the question arises: Is IT no longer the
golden calf for aspiring tech professionals?

A profound metamorphosis
The answer is complex. India’s IT sector is not
collapsing, but it is undergoing a profound
metamorphosis — one that demands urgent
attention, strategic recalibration, and a renewed
commitment to future-ready skills. The ‘Layo�
Wave’ is a symptom of structural change in the
industry. It is happening in the U.S. too: Amazon
has announced it would reduce its corporate
workforce by 14,000, thanks to deployment of AI.
Meta is laying o� 8,000. In India, TCS’s decision
to cut 3.2% of its workforce, primarily targeting
mid- and senior-level roles, is not an isolated
event: other IT majors are doing similar things.
Industry estimates suggest that over 50,000 IT
jobs may be lost by the end of the �scal year. IT
insiders say these are not likely to be mass �rings
in the traditional sense, but ‘silent layo�s’ —
performance-linked exits, voluntary resignations,
and delayed promotions that quietly trim the
workforce without triggering headlines.

The reasons are manifold. First, AI-driven
automation is reshaping the very nature of IT
work. Routine tasks — reporting, coordination,
basic coding — are increasingly handled by
algorithms. The advent of models from
companies such as OpenAI and Anthropic,
alongside the rise of Agentic AI — autonomous
systems capable of reasoning and executing
multi-step tasks, is fundamentally disrupting
India’s IT services sector by automating routine
work, drastically improving developer
productivity, and shifting the industry’s focus
towards high-value, AI-driven digital
transformation. While AI can never replicate
human beings’ capacity for empathy or emotion,
these tasks do not require such qualities and can
be performed without human intervention.

Second, U.S. immigration policies have grown
more restrictive, with the hike in H-1B visa fees
and tari� threats prompting Indian �rms to
localise their overseas workforce. Indian IT �rms
simply cannot pay $100,000 to get a low- or

mid-level professional to the U.S. to execute tasks
that would not rake in such a level of pro�t.

Third, client budgets are tightening, especially
in the U.S. and Europe, where economic
uncertainty has led to cautious IT spending. In
short, the outsourcing model that once relied on
scale and cost arbitrage is being replaced by one
that prizes specialised expertise, lean teams, and
AI �uency.

The end of the Assembly line
India’s IT sector was built on the back of a simple
promise: hire thousands of engineers, train them
in basic coding, and deploy them to serve global
clients. It was a digital assembly line — e�cient,
scalable, and pro�table. But that model is now —
let us be blunt — obsolete.

Today’s clients don’t want armies of coders;
they want solutions. They want cloud-native
architectures, cybersecurity frameworks,
generative AI integrations. They want fewer
people who can do more. And they want them
fast. This shift has exposed a skill mismatch in the
Indian IT workforce. Many mid-career
professionals, promoted for managerial ability
rather than technical depth, now �nd themselves
ill-equipped for the new demands. Legacy skills —
SAP ECC, mainframes, non-cloud platforms — are
less relevant. To take just one example: SAP ECC
(SAP ERP Central Component) is the core of SAP’s
traditional enterprise resource planning (ERP)
software suite, the digital backbone that helps
large organisations manage their day-to-day
business operations across departments. Today
AI can replicate the skills needed to operate it.
Mastery of that component is no longer such an
indispensable asset in an IT professional. The
question arises: �ne, but what else can you do?

The result is a painful churn: experienced
workers being let go, fresh graduates struggling to
�nd entry points, and companies scrambling to
retrain their sta�. In the face of this rapid
technological shift, the government should
consider requiring IT companies engaging in
mass layo�s to provide a mandatory 6-9 months’
salary as a compensation package, o�ering a
crucial safety net for workers suddenly losing
their livelihoods and needing to secure new skills
for the evolving job market.

And yet, all is not lost for our IT sector. India’s
tech pro�ciency still commands global respect. It
contributes over $280 billion to the economy,
employs nearly 6 million people, and powers
digital transformation across industries. But the
sheen of guaranteed success — the idea that a
tech degree equals a stable career — is fading. For
young professionals, the path is no longer linear.
A computer science degree is not enough. One
must master AI, data science, cloud computing,
and cybersecurity — and keep learning. The days

of coasting on basic Java or .NET (or even SAP
ECC) are over.

From retrenchment to reinvention
So, what can we do? If India wants to retain its IT
edge, it must act on multiple fronts. For
policymakers, the challenge is to reimagine
skilling. India’s engineering colleges must
overhaul their curricula. Government
programmes must incentivise AI literacy, not just
digital literacy. And industry must invest in
reskilling, not just recruitment.

The �rst obvious task is AI ‘upskilling’ on a
very large scale. TCS has already upskilled over
550,000 employees in basic AI skills and 100,000
in advanced ones. This must become the norm,
not the exception. Public-private partnerships
can accelerate this e�ort.

Along with this, the need for urgent
curriculum reform is imperative. Engineering
education must move beyond rote coding.
Courses in machine learning, ethics in AI, and
product thinking should be mainstream. Soft
skills — communication, collaboration, critical
thinking — are equally vital.

Our startup ecosystem will need greater
support from the government and from venture
capitalists. India’s tech future lies not just in
services but in products. Supporting AI startups,
deep-tech ventures, and innovation hubs can
create new jobs and diversify the sector. The
government must engage with global partners to
ensure visa access, data sovereignty, and trade
stability. Protectionism abroad must be matched
with policy clarity at home.

For those laid o� or displaced in the current
churn, severance pay is not enough. They will
need career transition support, mental health
resources, and retraining subsidies. The Indian IT
industry has never felt the need for social safety
nets before, but the time for them is now.

The Indian IT story is not ending — it is
evolving. From manpower to mindpower, from
outsourcing to innovation, from quantity to
quality, this change is challenging but
unavoidable. The transition will undoubtedly be
painful. But it can also be purposeful.

We must stop measuring success by headcount
alone. It is no longer about the number of bright
Indians employed in IT. Instead, let us ask: Are
we building solutions that matter? Are we
empowering workers to thrive in the AI age? Are
we telling a story of resilience, reinvention, and
relevance? I asked friends in the know if the
bloom is o� India’s IT rose. Their answers suggest
that the rose may have lost some petals, but its
roots are deep, and its bloom can return — if we
nurture, water and fertilise it with vision, skill,
and courage. This will need policy leadership. But
there is no reason yet to lose hope.

India’s IT dream is at a crossroads

Shashi Tharoor

Member of
Parliament for the
Thiruvananthapuram
constituency in the
Lok Sabha and
Chairman,
Parliamentary
Standing Committee
on External A�airs

The Indian IT
story is not
ending — it is
evolving. The
transition will
undoubtedly be
painful. But it
can also be
purposeful

I
ndia has doubled down on clean energy, yet
the power you plug into today is dirtier than
it was �ve years ago. This is a paradox that is

at the heart of our energy transition.
As of June 2025, non-fossil fuel sources

account for about 50% of India’s total installed
capacity. However, India’s grid emission factor
(GEF) — a measure of the carbon intensity of
electricity — has increased from 0.703 tCO2/MWh
in 2020–21 to 0.727 tCO2/MWh in 2023–24,
according to the Central Electricity Authority.
This is a striking reversal: more renewables
should mean a cleaner grid. Why is India’s grid
getting dirtier instead?

The capacity–generation mismatch
The answer lies in the distinction between
capacity and generation. While renewables now
account for a large share of installed capacity,
they deliver far less electricity over the year
compared to coal or nuclear. Solar and wind
plants typically run at 15-25% capacity utilisation,
versus 65-90% for coal and nuclear.

In 2023-24, renewables (including hydro)
supplied just 22% of total electricity; the rest was
fossil fuel-powered. The gap between headline
capacity and actual delivered energy is widening,
and India’s fast-growing demand is being met by
the most carbon-intensive source in the system:
coal.

India’s electricity demand also peaks when
renewables are least available. Solar �oods the
grid in the afternoon but fades by evening, just as
peak loads from households surge. Fossil fuel
plants, therefore, act as the system’s shock
absorbers — dispatched to meet night-time and
peak demand — but they also lock in emissions.

This temporal mismatch highlights the limits of
capacity expansion alone. To truly decarbonise,
India needs �exibility along with more gigawatts.

While Round-the-Clock (RTC) renewable
electricity, at less than ₹5 per kWh, costs less than
new coal-based power stations, upscaling is slow.
We need policies that enable more land,
transmission lines, and investment.

The role of energy e�ciency
Energy e�ciency provides the opportunity. Often
called the “�rst fuel”, it reduces demand before
supply even needs to be generated. By lowering
the evening and night-time peaks, e�ciency
reduces reliance on coal when emissions are
highest. Scaling up e�cient appliances — fans, air
conditioners, and motors — and embedding
e�ciency in buildings and industrial processes
can reshape this curve.

The bene�ts extend beyond reduced coal
consumption and enhanced opportunity for
integrating renewables. Energy e�ciency
enhances �exibility by �attening demand peaks
and allowing demand to align with renewable
availability. It also prevents lock-in by replacing
old, ine�cient technologies early.

Energy e�ciency is invisible by design —
di�use, distributed, and cumulative. Yet, without
it, the energy transition cannot be achieved.
Concrete evidence from the Bureau of Energy
E�ciency shows that India saved about 200
Million Tonnes of Oil Equivalent of �nal energy,
equivalent to around 1.29 GT of CO2eq, and close
to ₹760,000 crore in savings, from FY2017-18 to
FY2022-23.

India is not alone, but its pathway is unique.
Countries such as France, Norway, and Sweden
boast grid emission factors of just 0.1-0.2
tCO2/MWh, largely thanks to large shares of hydro
and nuclear electricity. India, at 0.727, starts from
a coal-heavy base and faces relentless demand
growth. This makes e�ciency part of the core
strategy, not just an option. Without it,

renewables risk being stranded in the wrong
hours.

What needs to be done
To unlock the full value of clean energy, India
must urgently do the following. First, it must
enable homes and o�ces to connect their
batteries into virtual power plants, helping the
grid glide over the peak demand. Second, it must
accelerate appliance e�ciency standards. It must
move markets towards 4- and 5-star products and
steadily raise benchmarks. Third, it must support
small and medium enterprises to adopt e�cient
motors, pumps, and processes. Fourth, it must
enable �exible pricing by adopting tari�
structures that reward consumers for shifting
demand to periods of high renewable availability.
Fifth, it must introduce scrappage incentives for
old, energy-guzzling equipment. Sixth, it must
enable electricity distribution companies to
procure “electricity services”, such as green
cooling, which allows for high-e�ciency air
conditioning powered by RTC clean power.

The Central Electricity Authority’s National
Electricity Plan projects a fall in India’s GEF to
0.548 by 2026-27, and 0.430 by 2031-32.
Achieving this requires more than just building
solar and wind farms. It demands a �exible
system approach – with e�ciency at the centre.

India has grown its economy while cutting
emissions intensity by 33% between 2005 and
2019, as noted in its Fourth Biennial Update
Report to the UNFCCC. But the rising GEF calls
for a balanced approach: accelerate supply-side
investments in renewables, storage, and
transmission, while embedding e�ciency across
households, industries, and cities. If India wants
to actually decarbonise its grid, e�ciency must
become the �rst fuel — and �exibility, not fossil
fuels, must power the future.

The case for energy e�ciency

Satish Kumar

President and
Executive Director,
Alliance for an Energy
E�icient Economy

If India wants to
actually
decarbonise its
grid, e�ciency
must become
the �rst fuel —
and �exibility,
not fossil fuels,
must power the
future

Ajay Mathur

Professor of Practice,
IIT Delhi; Former
Director General,
International Solar
Alliance and Bureau of
Energy E�iciency

Historic feat

India’s victory has filled
every Indian’s heart with
pride (“Indian women script
history, win World Cup”,
November 3). This was
more than just a sporting
moment — it was history in
the making. For years, the
2017 tournament was a
reminder of what could
have been. This victory
finally feels like the closure
we were all waiting for — a
story of persistence paying
o�. What makes it even

and pride.
R.S. Narula
Patiala

It is time every girl in India
knows that cricket isn’t
“his” game any more, it’s
ours too.
Pragya Paliwal
Punjab

This victory will inspire
women across the country
to pick up a sport and
believe that they can excel
in it. It also sends a
message to oppressive
regimes such as the Taliban
that empowering women is
key to national progress

contributions from Smriti
Mandhana and Deepti
Sharma were also crucial in
India’s successful run.
Sarthak Jain
Gurugram

Harmanpreet Kaur’s
leadership and Shafali
Verma’s fearless batting
have redefined what
sporting glory looks like.
This victory should spark
lasting change, more
investment, visibility, and
respect for women’s sports.

Led by Harmanpreet Kaur,
the women in blue now
have their own 1983
moment. It wasn’t a perfect
tournament, with India
losing three consecutive
matches in the group stage,
but credit goes to the
players for staging a spirited
fightback when it mattered
the most. Jemimah
Rodrigues’s innings of a
lifetime in the semi-final will
be remembered for a long
time, much like Kapil Dev’s
iconic 175 in 1983, while key

more special is the journey
behind it — the gradual
push for equality, better
match fees, and the rise of
the Women’s Premier
League. It is heartening to
see that the e�orts of
pioneers such as Mithali Raj
and Jhulan Goswami have
borne fruit. This victory will
inspire a generation of girls
to dream bigger, pick up the
bat or ball, and believe that
they too can create history. 
Pavithra M.
Trichy
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D
ue to the admission slump
during the COVID-19 years
(2020-21), colleges in the

U.K., the U.S., Canada, and Austra-
lia saw a surge in international stu-
dent enrolments in the post-pan-
demic years (2022-23). This
created several challenges in the
host countries, including locals be-
ing priced out of the housing mar-
ket. This led governments to cur-
tail the in�ow of students, causing
a signi�cant fall in international
enrolments in 2024.

In contrast, many countries—es-
pecially Germany, France, Japan,
South Korea, and Spain—did not
follow this trend, with student in-
�ows continuing to rise or at least
remaining steady in 2024 as well.
(Chart 1) Still, the U.K., the U.S.,
Canada, and Australia continue to
host a bulk of the students.

The discernible shift in the
choice of countries—whether
forced or voluntary—occurs even
as more Indian students choose
education abroad. Between 2014
and 2023, the number of Indian
students abroad grew from
172,000 to 707,000—a rise of over
310%. Chinese student numbers
grew by just 19%, from 704,000 to
842,000. (Chart 2)

The share of Indian students in
the U.K. rose from 11% in 2019 to
about 22% in 2024, while the share
of Chinese students dropped to
25% from over 40%. 

In the U.S., the Indian share
climbed from around 12% to nearly
20%, while the Chinese share
dropped from over 30% to 23%.
Canada saw a further increase in
its already high share of Indian stu-
dents, but both Indian and Chi-
nese shares fell in Australia.
(Chart 3)

Across the 27 EU countries, plus
Iceland, Norway, Switzerland and
Liechtenstein, Indian students in
2024 outnumbered the Chinese,
�ipping the pattern from 2019.

Student in�ows into traditional destinations decline
International enrolments in U.K., U.S., Canada and Australia slumped in 2024

The Hindu Data Team
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NEW DELHI, Nov. 3: The Garrison Commander
of Dacca took over as President of Bangladesh
to-day following the overthrow of the 11-week
old regime headed by Khandakar Moshtaque
Ahmed in what appeared to be a peaceful
transition, according to diplomatic sources.

The name of the new Chief of state was given
as Brigadier Khalid Musharaf. Mr. Moshtaque
Ahmed had pledged his loyalty to the new
regime, these sources said.

Diplomatic sources here said uncon�rmed
reports indicated that Bangladesh’s new
strongman was Brigadier Khalid Musharaf, Chief
of the Army General Sta�.

Mr. Moshtaque Ahmed was swept to power in
the August 15 military coup, in which
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
several members of his family, including his
wife, were brutally gunned down at his
residence.

Bangladesh remained cut o� from the rest of
the world since early morning. Dacca Airport
was closed to tra�c and radio Bangladesh was
o� the air. Simultaneously all
telecommunication, satellite and wireless links
were also severed.

Western news media reported at night that
troops had surrounded the Presidential Palace
and occupied strategic points in Dacca. 

Radio Bangladesh resumed its broadcast
around 19-300 hours , but made no mention of
the domestic developments. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO NOVEMBER 4, 1975

Armyman takes over
power in Bangladesh coup

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Discovery of valuable historic remains
(Special Cable—Copyright)
MOSCOW, Nov. 3: Part of Col. Kozlo�’s

Tibetan Expedition led by Prof. Gragolo�
recently crossed Mongolia in a southerly
direction, entered Chinese territory, made its
way into the Gobi desert and visited the famous
Dead City of Kharakhoto, where it carried out
excavations.

Another portion of the same Expedition,
which is working in the unexplored districts of
Hangoy Range, south-west of Urga, reports the
discovery of valuable historical remains,
including some of the ancient Mongolian and
Manchurian characters.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO NOVEMBER 4, 1925

The Tibetan Expedition

I
t was Zohran Mamdani’s
campaign ad in Hindi with
him explaining rank-choice
voting in the Democratic

primary for the New York City
mayoral race that caught my
attention earlier in the year. 

Not to mention, he explained
the electoral system using 3 cups
of mango lassi! 

While his electrifying media
campaign has catapulted him, it
was the background work that the
campaign did that truly made me
sit up – he started with talking to
Trump voters instead of seeking
approval of wealthy donors. The
campaign is rewriting the
playbook for how political
entrepreneurs run for o�ce in
real-time. 

The New York City mayoral race
has provided a surprising but a
much-needed in�ection point in
American politics. It seems to be
architecting a generationally
distinct political identity that
could enrich political competition
rooted in ideas for the future, a
genuine desire to solve problems,
and a commitment to build a
stronger union that is much
needed.

Mr. Mamdani’s victory in the
primary and his most likely win in
the general election will stand on
the support of working class
people – both young and
middle-aged. His platform of
a�ordability while holding on to
his socio-political convictions
directly challenges the politically
ba�ing stance of his own party’s
leadership. While American
progressives (not “centrist”
Democrats) have closed ranks
behind Mr. Mamdani, surprisingly,
on the a�ordability question, he
has also captured some attention
from signi�cant representatives of
the American right – Rep. Marjorie
Taylor Greene and Tucker
Carlson, early MAGA (Make
America Great Again) luminaries. 

His messages of a�ordability
seem to bring together the
working class right and the left.
The working class’s drift away
from the established left started
with the 2016 Presidential election

(from being evenly split in 2012 to
giving Mr. Trump a decisive edge).
The gap narrowed somewhat in
2020 because of Joe Biden’s
pro-labour image but widened
again in 2024 against Kamala
Harris. Senate minority leader
Chuck Schumer once said that for
every working class voter the
Democratic Party loses, it gains
two suburban, moderate
Republicans; encapsulating this
self-defeating drift

Focusing on the economic
throughline, data from the Census
and the Bureau of Labor Statistics
show that since 2000, the
American median income has
grown only by 7%, while the
consumer price index has jumped
60% – re�ecting an entire
generation of economic
immobility. About 40% of children
in the U.S. are born on Medicaid,
the insurance programme for
low-income families, meaning
almost half of all the newborns
start life in functional poverty.
This has been the trend for at least
a decade under both Democratic
and Republican administrations. 

Economic anxiety
The middle class is not faring any
better. Massive college debt with
no real employment prospects is
crushing new and recent
graduates. The aspirations of
owning a home, starting families
and someday retiring are fast
fading into folklore. The resulting
social dysfunction is manifesting
in troubling ways among the youth
- women are more educated and
lean progressive whereas young
men have increasingly lower
college enrolment dampening
their economic prospects and
making them more vulnerable to
extreme views and isolation. 

Mr. Mamdani seems to have
bucked this trend during the
campaign. So, there may be some
hope here to bring back young
men into the political fold. But
overall, there is an undercurrent
coming to surface across political
persuasions, religious and racial
identities, and everything else that
political systems use to divide

people. And that undercurrent is
of economic anxiety. The broader
economic structure is increasingly
seen as oligarchic by most working
class people and is giving room for
someone like Mr. Mamdani, who
identi�es himself as a Democratic
Socialist. Senator Bernie Sanders
and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
have had a strong showing of their
oligarchy tour even in Republican
States. 

Voter discontent
A recent Washington Post-ABC poll
shows 7 out of 10 Americans say
Democrats are “out-of-touch”, but
also shows 6 out of 10 Americans
feel the same way about
Republicans and President Donald
Trump; expect political insurgents
on both sides. Tying this back to
the New York City race, while rent
control and free buses may be
local issues, the broader
a�ordability theme it underscores
is inescapable. We could see an
interesting convergence among
Republicans and Democrats when
it comes to the issue of
a�ordability.

The administration’s attempts
to resurrect the decimated
working class has manifested in
unstable tari� prescriptions
making middle-class small
businesses (accounting for 40% of
GDP) and their employees
(constituting 46% of the labour
force) especially vulnerable. The
Presidential election may have
indeed been run on immigration
and “woke” issues, but cultural
polarisation is now getting
superseded by the �nancial
fragility of American families.
With the U.S. Congress deadlocked
on government funding, these
economic anxieties are only rising. 

One thing, however, is getting
clear—the one word that pundits
and the broader political
ecosystem avoids like the plague is
increasingly the lens through
which to see things—class. The
margin of Mr. Mamdani’s victory
on Tuesday will mark an
important milestone in this
imminent re-architecting of
American political thinking.

Zohran’s NYC race recasts U.S. politics

Rohit Tripathi

Principal, VU Capital
(Strategy Consulting)

The New York
City mayoral
race seems to
be architecting a
generationally
distinct political
identity that
could enrich
political
competition
rooted in ideas
for the future

STATE OF PLAY

T
he Extreme Poverty
Eradication Pro-
gramme (EPEP), by

the Government of Kerala, has
rede�ned the notion of State
interventions aimed at alle-
viating poverty, and it has the
potential to evolve into a glo-
bal model. 

Most importantly, it high-
lights a new approach to iden-
tifying and addressing depriv-
ation. Apart from nearly
achieving the �rst and second
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), it also demon-
strates how poverty can be
eliminated in a participatory
manner by involving local go-
vernments, the community
and development agencies,
with consistent follow-up. 

Kerala’s approach to pover-
ty reduction di�ered from the
country’s traditional poverty
alleviation programmes. The
long-enacted policies for land
reforms, universal primary
education, and public distri-
bution would have a lasting
impact on the livelihood se-
curity of its people. 

Furthermore, democratic
decentralisation enabled local
governments to implement
numerous local-level projects.
Along with this, Kudumbash-
ree emerged as a pioneering
model of the self-help group
(SHG) networks in India, par-
ticularly for its scale and ap-
proach to poverty eradication
and women’s empowerment. 

The incidence of poverty in
the State was 59.74% in 1973-
74, which reduced to 11.3% in
2011-12. According to the NITI
Aayog, Kerala is now the least
impoverished State, with a
Multidimensional Poverty In-
dex (MPI) of 0.55 per cent in
2019-21, a decrease from
0.70% in 2015-16. Despite this

achievement, there were still
islands of extreme poverty in
the State, which required cus-
tomised assistance, based on a
deeper understanding of its
causes. 

Following the MPI frame-
work, the factors contributing
to extreme poverty were iden-
ti�ed through a participatory
process. Poor health condi-
tions, disability, old age, a lack
of entitlements, food, land,
shelter, employment, facili-
ties, and Severe Acute Malnu-
trition (SAM) in children were
considered severe distress fac-
tors. The historical depriva-
tion of the marginalised sec-
tors of society, such as SC, ST,
and �shermen and the social
deprivation of HIV-a�ected
persons, orphans, urban
poor, and the LGBTQIA, were
also identi�ed. 

Impoverished households
were selected through surveys
conducted by a team of volun-
teers from Kudumbashree, pe-
ople’s representatives, o�-
cials, and residents, led by the
local governments. 

Around 1,18,309 poor hou-
seholds were scrutinised
through a participatory nomi-
nation process from wards
and divisions, from which
87,158 were shortlisted as re-
commended by the local go-
vernments. Subsequently,
they were interviewed using a
mobile application, and a
priority list of 73,747 house-
holds was prepared. The Gra-
ma Sabhas further scrutinised
this priority list for another

round of eliminating ineligible
households, resulting in the �-
nal list of 64,006 extremely
poor families. 

The most innovative fea-
ture of EPEP is the creation of
customised micro-plans for
each identi�ed household,
moving away from a one-size-
�ts-all welfare model. The pro-
gramme unfolded in three dis-
tinct stages: the immediate
care plan, the intermediate
plan, and the long-term plan. 

While the immediate care
plan addressed urgent re-
quirements such as food,
medical care, and entitlement
documents for social security,
the intermediate plan focused
on providing transitional sup-
port to improve living condi-
tions and ensure self-reliance,
like temporary housing. The
long-term plans focused on es-
tablishing livelihoods or secur-
ing permanent shelter, among
other objectives. The process
was monitored by a Manage-
ment Information System
(MIS) to ensure timely delivery
and accountability. 

The EPEP has unequivocal-
ly demonstrated a plausible
and highly e�ective pathway
to eradicate extreme poverty
by using the principles of mul-
tidimensional poverty and lev-
eraging decentralised gover-
nance. What next?

Sustaining this e�ort war-
rants continuous monitoring
to ensure that these house-
holds do not return to ex-
treme poverty. The current
system of interdepartmental
coordination o�ers immense
potential for detecting early
warning signals of deprivation
from vulnerable households.
A dedicated institutional me-
chanism is required to sustain
this achievement and show-
case this model as a lasting so-
lution. 

The author is a member of 

Kerala State Planning Board

New pathways to end extreme poverty 
Kerala’s participatory model o�ers lessons for the world

Jiju P. Alex
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The Supreme Court on
Monday decided to exa-
mine a plea to direct the
Election Commission to
frame rules for the registra-
tion and regulation of polit-
ical parties to ensure pu-
blic transparency about
their inner structure, of-
�ce-bearers and
functioning.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Surya Kant issued not-
ice to the Centre and the
Election Commission (EC)
on an application �led by
advocate-petitioner A.K.
Upadhyay, who said politi-
cal parties function like a
“public authority”.

“Political parties have
been given statutory status
under Section 29A of the
Representation of the Peo-
ple Act, and they are re-
quired to bear true faith
and allegiance to the Con-
stitution... they are impor-
tant instrumentalities of
the democratic gover-
nance and function like a
public authority,” Mr.
Upadhyay submitted.

The petitioner argued
that the EC had a duty to
de-register “shell” political
parties that have proliferat-
ed, and debar convicted
persons from forming pol-
itical parties.

Plea in SC on
framing rules
to register
parties

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A road bustling with daily
commuters in Jaipur’s Har-
mada area turned into a
scene of devastation on
Monday afternoon when a
rashly driven dumper
truck ploughed into a se-
ries of vehicles, leaving 14
people dead and 13
injured.

Bodies were strewn
across the road, mangled
cars lined the highway, and
several motorbikes were
crushed under the dum-
per’s wheels following the
horri�c chain collision in-
volving 17 vehicles that oc-
curred near Loha Mandi.

The truck, whose driver
was allegedly drunk,
rammed these vehicles on
a 300-metre stretch before
crashing into a trailer.

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajanlal Sharma, his de-
puties, Diya Kumari and
Premchand Bairwa, and
former Chief Minister Ash-

ok Gehlot expressed grief
over the loss of lives.

“The road accident that
occurred in the Lohaman-
di area of Harmada in Jai-
pur, resulting in loss of life,
is extremely tragic and
heart-wrenching. O�cials
concerned have been di-
rected to ensure proper
treatment for the injured,”
Mr. Sharma posted on X.

Speeding truck
According to Jaipur Collec-
tor Jitendra Soni, the dum-
per came from Road No. 14

towards the Loha Mandi
fuel station at high speed,
hitting vehicles on its path.

“Thirteen people died
and 10 are injured. The in-
jured are being treated at
SMS Hospital’s trauma
centre, and several are in
critical condition,” Mr. So-
ni said.

Additional Police Com-
missioner Rajiv Pachar,
who was present at the
scene, said the dumper
was being driven reckless-
ly. 

The driver hit a car,

prompting local people to
chase him. He accelerated
further, hitting pedestrians
and bikers along the road. 

He then stopped after
colliding with a trailer
truck and a car on the Del-
hi-Ajmer Highway. Local
people handed him over to
police.

On whether the driver
was intoxicated, Mr. Pa-
char said, “Since the ac-
cused driver is injured, the
situation will become clear
only after a medical exami-
nation. However, the na-
ture of the accident indi-
cates it could certainly be
due to intoxication or med-
ical factors.”

President Droupadi
Murmu said the loss of
lives was “extremely heart-
breaking” and prayed for
the swift recovery of the in-
jured. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi expressed
grief over the deaths and
announced an ex-gratia of
₹2 lakh to the next of kin of
each deceased.

14 dead as dumper truck ploughs
into multiple vehicles in Rajasthan
Press Trust of India
JAIPUR/NEW DELHI

Heavy impact: The wreckage of the dumper truck that rammed

into at least 17 vehicles in Harmada area of Jaipur on Monday. PTI

The Supreme Court in-
formed a Kuki rights organ-
isation on Monday that a
con�dential report �led by
the National Forensic
Sciences University at
Gandhinagar in Gujarat
has concluded that audio-
tapes, sourced from a
whistleblower claiming
they contain telephonic
conversations of former
Manipur Chief Minister N.
Biren Singh inciting ethnic
con�ict, are “modi�ed,
edited and tampered”.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Sanjay Kumar read the
report in the court room.

Justice Kumar then ad-
dressed advocates Prash-
ant Bhushan and Cheryl
D’Souza, appearing for Ku-
ki Organisation for Human
Trust, that the tapes were
“processed and altered”
�les, and not “scienti�cally
�t for voice comparison”.

Mr. Bhushan, referring
to the results of the tests
conducted by Truth Labs
on the audiotapes, claimed
there were “no breaks” in
the recording with 93%
voice probability.

Justice Kumar said there
was no reason to suspect
the university’s �ndings.
The Bench ordered the re-

port to be shared with both
the petitioner and the State
of Manipur, represented by
Solicitor-General Tushar
Mehta.

The top law o�cer said
“it is now quiet and peace-
ful” in Manipur. The court
allowed the petitioner to
�le a response to the re-
port in two weeks.

Mr. Bhushan submitted
in the court that the audio-
tapes were sent to the go-
vernment over a year ago,
“yet it had remained
uninvestigated”.

The Kuki organisation
had alleged that the audio
tapes, shared by an anony-
mous whistleblower, con-
tained telephone conversa-
tions held by the former
Chief Minister “establish-
ing complicity of the high-
est functionary and others
in ethnic violence in the
State of Manipur”.

The petition had sought
the Supreme Court to or-
der a court-monitored in-
vestigation by the Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
into leaked audio clips.

Report �nds audio
linked to Biren Singh
‘tampered’, says SC

The court allowed
the petitioner to �le
a response to the
Gandhinagar varsity’s
report in two weeks

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Andaman and Nicobar
Islands administration has
prepared a map for the de-
noti�cation and renoti�ca-
tion of tribal reserve land
for the Great Nicobar Is-
land mega-infrastructure
project, and will soon be �-
nalising the sites for setting
up towers in these lands.

The administration has
also said that transit ac-
commodation to initially
serve all Great Nicobar Is-
land project sta� has been
constructed, and that a
“Comprehensive Tribal
Welfare Plan” is slated to
be �nalised by next month.

The administration
made a presentation to this
e�ect to the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands Integrated
Development Corpora-
tion’s (ANIIDCO) Monitor-

ing Committee overseeing
tribal-related matters for
the ₹92,000-crore infras-
tructure project proposed
on the Great Nicobar Is-
land, which includes a
transhipment port, an air-
port, a power plant, and a
township. The project is
being developed by the
ANIIDCO, even as forest

and environment clearanc-
es issued for the project
are under challenge in
courts and tribunals.

In a meeting of the mon-
itoring committee on tri-
bal-related matters held in
October, the Tribal Welfare
Department of the islands’
administration noted that
a Geographic Information

System (GIS) map had been
prepared for the denoti�-
cation and renoti�cation of
land with help from the
Forest Department. Addi-
tionally, sites for towers
will be �nalised after con-
sultations with the Assis-
tant Commissioner of
Campbell Bay and the An-
daman Adim Janjati Vikas
Samiti, the administration
body representing the
Shompen people. 

Notably, any denoti�ca-
tion of tribal reserve land
for the GNI project re-
quires that forest rights ov-
er it be �rst settled under
the Forest Rights Act,
2006. This �nalisation of
maps for denoti�cation
comes even as the Calcutta
High Court is hearing peti-
tions challenging the admi-
nistration’s claim that it
had settled forest rights
here as per law. 

Great Nicobar project: map ready
for denoti�cation of tribal reserve
Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

A “Comprehensive Tribal Welfare Plan” will be ready next month,

the Andaman and Nicobar Islands administration said. FILE PHOTO

As an expert committee
appointed by the Centre
recommended ‘Tractor
Emission Norms (TREM)
Stage V’ from October 1,
2026, farmers’ out�ts
urged the government not
to treat tractors as com-
mercial vehicles.

In a meeting convened
by Union Agriculture Mi-
nister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han various stakeholders,
including farmers and
scientists, to discuss the re-
port prepared by agricultu-
ral scientist Indra Mani
here on Monday, they said
stricter emission norms
should apply only to trac-
tors above 70 horsepower
(HP), which are often used
for non-agricultural
purposes.

Farmers �ag
stricter tractor
emission
norms

A.M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

I
n his inaugural ad-
dress at the �rst
Emerging Science

Technology and Innova-
tion Conclave (ESTIC) here
on Monday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said India’s
scientists should generate
ideas to move from food
security to nutrition secur-
ity; create bioforti�ed
crops to address malnutri-
tion; develop low-cost fer-
tilizers; better map India’s
genomic biodiversity for
personalised medicine;
and arrive at new and
cheap innovation in clean
battery storage.

“This conclave should
make a collective roadmap
towards achieving these
goals,” Mr. Modi said, ad-
dressing an auditorium full
of representatives from
scienti�c Ministries, and
technologists.

Commencing his speech
by congratulating the In-
dian women’s cricket team
on their maiden World Cup
win, he said the 21st centu-
ry was an epoch of “un-

usual changes” that were
being shaped by science
and technology.

Doubling R&D
India’s expenditure on re-
search and development
had doubled in the past de-
cade, the number of pa-
tents registered had grown
17 times, and the number
of “deep-tech start-ups” ri-
sen to 6,000, Mr. Modi
said. India had made oper-
ational a fund of ₹1 lakh
crore via the Anusandhan
National Research Founda-
tion, which would help
scientists and technolo-

gists in the public and priv-
ate sectors to invest more
substantially in research
and development, he said.

The ESTIC replaces the
Indian Science Congress,
the oldest congregation of
scientists in India, with a
history predating Indepen-
dence. Over the years, the
Indian Science Congress
had gone into oblivion,
with its last session held in
2023.

The ESTIC continues till
November 5, with sessions
on quantum science, bio-
engineering and energy
environment, and climate.

Need for shift in focus
from food security to
nutrition security: PM

PM Narendra Modi with Union Minister of State Jitendra Singh at

the opening of ESTIC in New Delhi on Monday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Modi addresses experts at �rst Emerging Science Technology and

Innovation Conclave, which replaces the Indian Science Congress

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Monday
accused the BJP-JD(U) al-
liance of “systematically
dismantling” Bihar’s indus-
trial foundation over two
decades, claiming that the
ruling partners have pre-
sided over the rise of a “mi-
gration industry” rather
than creating employment
within the State.

In a post on X, Congress
general secretary (commu-
nications) Jairam Ramesh
contended that Bihar, once
known for its sugar, paper,
jute, silk and dairy indus-
tries, had now become
“synonymous with unem-
ployment and migration”.
He said that successive
Congress governments af-
ter Independence had
built the industrial founda-
tions that once placed Bi-
har prominently on the
country’s industrial map.

Recalling that period, he
cited the establishment of
the Barauni Oil Re�nery,
the Sindri and Barauni fer-
tilizer plants, and the Ba-
rauni Dairy, describing
them as milestones that
strengthened India’s ener-
gy and fertilizer security
while giving rise to the Sud-
ha Dairy network.

Mr. Ramesh pointed to
the Ashok Paper Mill,
whose 400-acre complex
“now lies in ruins”, and
noted that Bihar once had
over 33 sugar mills, ac-
counting for nearly 40% of
the country’s total
production.

“The Chief Minister says
big industries are set up by
the sea. The Union Minis-
ter says there is no land for
industry in Bihar. Yet land
is handed over to the
Prime Minister’s favoured
industrialists at one rupee
per acre,” Mr. Ramesh
remarked.

BJP-JD(U) has made
Bihar a ‘migration
hub’, says Congress
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The poll body took this decision after it found in
Bihar that a substantial number of voters could be
traced to the electoral rolls prepared after the pre-
ceding SIR.

Secondly, prior to the announcement of the
SIR, the poll body had begun the process of
matching the current voters’ lists with those from
the years 2002 to 2004, during which the last SIR
was conducted in these states. This procedure has
been referred to as pre-mapping. So most States
are expected to have the lists of people whose
names were already there in the voters’ list, and
they are thus not expected to submit any of the 11
indicative documents along with their enumera-
tion forms.

Aadhaar has been added as the 12th document,
as directed by the Supreme Court, but only as
proof of identity and not of citizenship.

The poll body has also amended the enumera-
tion form, incorporating a column where a parent
or a relative can provide a signature in the ab-
sence of the voter. This signature will be counter-
signed by the booth-level o�cer (BLO).

For electors whose enumeration forms have
not been returned, the BLO may ascertain a prob-
able cause, including death or duplication,
through inquiries conducted with neighbouring
electors and document these �ndings.

Since the draft electoral rolls will only include
the names of those who have submitted the en-
umeration forms, booth-wise lists of electors
whose names have not been included in the draft
rolls will be displayed on the notice board of the
respective Panchayat Bhavan or the urban local
body o�ce and at the o�ces of the block develop-
ment o�cers. This will enable the general public
to access the aforementioned voters’ lists, along
with the probable reasons for the non-inclusion of
their names.

The electoral registration o�cers will issue a
notice only after the publication of the draft rolls
to those electors who could not be linked with the
previous SIR in order to ascertain their eligibility.

Also, unlike Bihar, the voter rolls of all States
will be available for mapping the names of voters
and their parents or guardians. This means that
voters can check their names in the voter list of
any State in the country, not just in the State
where they are currently residing.

In another modi�cation to the process, fresh
voter registrations will be carried out simultane-
ously during the house-to-house enumeration ex-
ercise. The BLO will carry at least 30 blank Form
6s along with blank declaration forms to provide
to anyone who seeks to enrol as a new elector.

SIR of poll rolls begins
in 12 States, UTs today

The Bombay High Court on
Monday paved the way for
the resumption of trial of
Abu Jundal, alias Sayyad
Zabiuddin, who has been
arrested for being one of
the key conspirators of the
26/11 terror attacks.

The High Court quashed
the order passed by the
trial court asking the auth-
orities to produce docu-
ments related to the arrest
of Abu Jundal.

Handler for Kasab
Jundal had acted as a han-
dler for terrorists, includ-
ing Ajmal Kasab, and was
one of the masterminds of
the attack.

Justice R.N. Ladda ob-
served, “The trial court has
completely misdirected it-

self by invoking Section 91
of the Cr.PC to compel the
production of documents
from third parties in this
context. Section 91 Cr.PC
does not confer upon an
accused, nor empower the
court, to initiate a specula-
tive or exploratory inquiry
into the place of arrest,
particularly when such in-
quiry bears no rational
nexus to the adjudication
of the matter...” The judge
underlined the importance
of a timely trial.

HC clears way for
26/11 mastermind
Abu Jundal’s trial

Abu Jundal

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

The Congress on Monday
criticised the Narendra
Modi government over U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
repeated assertion that he
used trade to prevent the
escalation of an India-Pa-
kistan con�ict.

“There was a time when
we were told that India
would be among the ear-
liest to sign a trade deal
with the U.S. That sup-
posed deal has become an
ordeal while exports to the
U.S. decline, leading to the
loss of livelihoods here,”
Mr. Ramesh said. He also
commented that there was
a time when it was said
that India would be hosting
the Quad Summit in No-
vember but that would not
be taking place now.

Cong. mocks
govt. over
trade deal
with the U.S.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The doctor further said the hospital received �ve
to eight bodies for post-mortem every two
months due to road accidents. “In this incident, a
majority of the fatalities was caused by asphyxia-
tion rather than the impact of the collision. The
road needs to be widened and potholes �xed,” the
doctor added.

The senior Cyberabad Police o�cer said there
were no CCTV cameras or direct eyewitnesses to
con�rm the sequence of events. Additional Direc-
tor-General of Police (ADGP) Mahesh Bhagwat,
who visited the site, said a survivor told the police
that the lorry driver, Akash Danya Kamle, 24, from
Kandhar in Maharashtra, had been driving contin-
uously without su�cient rest. “An ACP-rank o�c-
er is heading the investigation,” he said.

The lorry had two pending challans for no-en-
try violations. The police were investigating
whether the vehicle was overloaded or speeding
at the time of the crash. 

Cyberabad Police Commissioner Avinash Mo-
hanty said that �xing responsibility would take
time as both drivers had died. 

19 dead as gravel truck
ploughs into govt. bus

From Page One
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BIHAR ASSEMBLY ELECTION

Over 30,000
kidnappings

took place during RJD’s
rule. O�cers were not
willing to work, as they
were expected to carry
the spittoon of Lalu 

YOGI ADITYANATH
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister

Modi and Nitish
have no

concern for Dalits at all,
they only care about
their chairs. That is why
all of us need to stay
vigilant 

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE
Congress president

Two villages stand out as
the cynosure of all eyes
among the 45,000 villages
that dot Bihar’s predomi-
nantly agrarian landscape
— Kalyan Bigha and Phul-
waria. Their development
and growth have matched
the political fortunes of
their famous sons. 

Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar hails from Kalyan
Bigha in Nalanda district.
His predecessor and form-
er Chief Minister, Lalu Pra-
sad, hails from Phulwaria
village in Gopalganj
district.

‘A good town’
Kalyan Bigha falls under
the Harnaut Assembly con-
stituency. 

Round-the-clock supply
of electricity and street
lights make Kalyan Bigha
the object of envy in other,
less fortunate villages. Mid-
way up a high, robust tele-
phone tower is a vapour
light. With a primary and
higher secondary school,
and several other projects,
Kalyan Bigha stands out as
an island of amiable deve-
lopment in the din of Bi-
har’s innumerable, dusty,
and poverty-stricken lanes
and bylanes. “My relatives
admire and envy Kalyan
Bigha when they visit,”
Subodh Pandey, a middle-
aged priest, said.

“Nitish Kumarji comes
to Kalyan Bigha at least
thrice a year — on Novem-
ber 29, January 1, and May
14 — to pay �oral tributes to
his father Ramlakhan ba-
bu, mother Parmeshwari
Devi, and wife Manju Sinha
on their respective death
anniversaries,” Mr. Pandey
said. 

“The village today has
everything a good town
needs. However, earlier,
before 2005, the situation
was very pitiable and path-
etic here. We did not ven-
ture out even during the
day when the RJD was in

power,” Mr. Pandey said. 
Kalyan Bigha now also

boasts an excellent road to
Patna, a police station, and
a shooting range for girls. 

“A journey that used to
take two-and-a-half hours
can now be completed in
20 minutes,” Vikas Kumar,
who grew up in Kalyan
Bigha, said. Now a quali-
�ed physician, Dr. Vikas re-
turned two months ago to
open a small clinic near the
Chief Minister’s house. 

The village is dominated
by Mr. Kumar’s own Kurmi
Other Backward Class
(OBC) community, and the
Chief Minister’s presence is
visible everywhere. “Other
lower castes are also in the
village, but we are all here
for Nitish Kumar again as
the Chief Minister of Bi-
har,” a group of young boys
said.

Mr. Kumar �rst won
from the Harnaut Assemb-
ly constituency in 1985 on
Lok Dal ticket. In the up-
coming Assembly election,
the JD(U)’s sitting MLA, Ha-
rinarayan Singh, is being
�elded again from the seat
— for the 10th time. “If he
wins the Assembly seat for
the 10th time, he will set a
record in Bihar,” Mahesh-
war Prasad, 59, said at the
market in Harnaut. 

Mr. Singh is pitted
against the Mahagatband-
han (Grand Alliance) can-
didate, Arun Bind, while
the Jan Suraaj Party has
nominated Kamlesh Pas-
wan from the constituen-
cy. 

Harnaut goes to the
polls in the �rst phase of
the Bihar Assembly elec-
tion on November 6. 

Phulwaria waits
About 20 km from Gopal-
ganj town is the village of
Phulwaria, which falls in
the Hathua Assembly con-
stituency. Former Chief Mi-
nister and Opposition RJD
founder and supremo Lalu
Prasad hails from Phulwa-
ria. 

Mr. Yadav’s palatial
house in Phulwaria has a
vast forecourt, but the me-
talled road to the village,
broken in some places,
now has potholes, with
over�owing drains. “The
village was deliberately ne-
glected by the present re-

gime. When Lalu Prasad or
his party, the RJD, was in
power, Phulwaria used to
present a di�erent picture
— of development and
growth. We have had eve-
rything in the village, from
a primary health centre to
schools for children,” Pra-
halad Yadav, 32, a villager,
said. 

“Earlier, leaders of di�e-
rent political parties, and
journalists, even from Del-
hi, would visit Phulwaria.
We were and still are proud
residents of the village of
Phulwaria in Gopalganj,
which is synonymous with
our leader, Lalu Prasadji
and his family,” Mr. Praha-
lad Yadav said over a
phone call. 

Asked if the RJD leader’s
family came to the village
these days, septuagenarian
Sanyog Yadav and others
in a group said they cer-
tainly did. “Why not? They
come here whenever they
get time. How can anyone
be cut o� from his roots?” a
villager said.

The RJD has �elded sit-
ting MLA Rajesh Kumar
Singh. Apart from mem-
bers of the Yadav commun-
ity, the forward castes,
Muslims, and Extremely
Backward Class (EBC) vo-
ters are also present in
sizeable numbers in the
constituency. 

Hathua too goes to the
polls in the �rst phase on
November 6. 

Amarnath Tewary
KALYAN BIGHA

From Kalyan Bigha’s development to Phulwaria’s 
long wait, two villages tell Bihar’s political story

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar hails from Kalyan Bigha which falls

under the Harnaut Assembly constituency. AMARNATH TEWARY 

Round-the-clock
supply of electricity
and street lights
make Kalyan Bigha
the object of envy 

O
ne name that is at the centre of a
storm in the Bihar election is that of
Osama Shahab, son of the late

Mohammad Shahabuddin, the
don-turned-politician who once epitomised
terror in Siwan, Gopalganj, and Saran
districts.

But unlike his father, Mr. Shahab, 31, has a
calm demeanour, and his uncombed hair and
untrimmed beard make him look very
di�erent from his father. He does not like to
speak much and keeps to himself even while
campaigning.

The Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) has �elded
Mr. Shahab from the Raghunathpur Assembly
constituency, replacing the sitting MLA,
Harishankar Yadav. Mr. Harishankar and the
RJD candidate from Siwan, Awadh Bihari
Choudhary, always accompany Mr. Shahab
while campaigning, and it is the MLA who
does the talking.

Warm welcome
Mr. Shahab is not very media-friendly either
and avoids presspersons. One of his
supporters in Hussainganj, Farhan Khan, said
the RJD candidate does not speak to the
media because “you people take the bite of
something and play something else after
editing it”. “He does not want to land in any
controversy because his life is already �lled
with controversies,” he said.

Mr. Shahab, who is contesting an election
for the �rst time, has his father’s legacy to
contend with, yet he is trying his best to
connect with the local people. He may not
speak in front of a crowd, but he tries to
mingle with people. The people have been
giving him a warm welcome.

The only time he was seen addressing a
rally was two days ago, when RJD leader and
INDIA bloc chief ministerial candidate
Tejashwi Yadav was in Raghunathpur to
campaign. Mr. Yadav suddenly asked Mr.
Shahab to speak to the crowd and seek
votes. For a few seconds, the latter seemed
unnerved and stared at Mr. Yadav. Then he
spoke in Bhojpuri, asking people to vote for
the INDIA bloc so that Mr. Yadav can become
the Chief Minister. He talked about rampant
corruption at the block level. 

‘Bringing back jungle raj’
While the young generation sees hope in Mr.
Shahab, the elderly still remember the era
when Siwan’s name was in the headlines due
to Shahabuddin’s reign of terror. The BJP is
using this in its campaign. Union Ministers
Amit Shah and J. P. Nadda have already
slammed the RJD for giving ticket to Mr.
Shahab. Both said that �elding Shahabuddin’s
son means bringing back the ‘jungle raj’. Last
week, Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, at a rally in Siwan, said that
a “khandani ma�a” (ma�a family) wants to
seize control again. 

But some voters are not bothered about
the Shahabuddin name. “Shahabuddin was
past, and Osama is the present. People call
his father a criminal, but he helped many
needy and poor people irrespective of caste
and religion,” said Mohammad Shadab, a
resident of Firozpur village.

“Osama has always maintained a low
pro�le in Siwan and is hardly visible. This is
the �rst time we are seeing him up close,”
Manish Kumar Singh, a resident of Pratappur,
said. 

Mr. Shahab, who has two criminal cases
pending against him, is up against the Janata
Dal (United) candidate Vikas Kumar Singh,
alias Jishu Singh, who is a close associate of
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar. 

With an eye on
future, Osama
has a past to
contend with

New chapter: Osama Shahab at an election rally in

Hussainganj on Monday. AMIT BHELARI

Amit Bhelari
RAGHUNATHPUR

O
n the Phulwari
Sharif-Janipur
road in Babhanpu-

ra, a narrow two-storey
building functions as a
private library for students
preparing for competitive
exams. More than 250
young men and women
study here daily, most of
them from Patna and
neighbouring villages. The
library has become a re-
fuge for those who cannot
a�ord expensive coaching
to land a government job.

Among them is Aman
Kumar, 23, a graduate from
Patna. He began preparing
for recruitment exams
about a year and a half ago.
“I cleared the written test
for Bihar Police twice,” he
says. 

“The �rst time, I had a
leg problem and couldn’t
appear for the physical.
The second time, the pap-
er leaked. The exam was
cancelled. After that, we
waited for information for
almost a year.”

Mr. Aman says that for
people like him, govern-
ment jobs are the only real
option. “There are no priv-
ate jobs here,” he says.
“Our education system has
been weak from the start.

Private coaching centres
charge a lot, and children
from villages can’t a�ord
them. So everyone runs af-
ter government jobs.”

‘Honesty doesn’t help’
Even the process of apply-
ing is di�cult. “You can’t
get certi�cates from the
block o�ce without paying
bribes,” he says. “If you try
to get them through nor-
mal channels, your form
keeps getting rejected. You
go again and again until
you �nally pay. Only then
does it move forward.”

Mr. Aman looks down at
his books before adding,
“We study honestly. But
honesty doesn’t help
here.”

About 30 km from Pat-
na, the struggle looks the
same. In Madhuban vil-
lage, 27-year-old Dharmen-
dra Kumar has been pre-
paring for government jobs
for four years. His father
died during the pandemic,
and his mother, Rita Devi,
now supports the family
through farm work.

He stayed in Patna for a
year to prepare before re-
turning to the village to
continue studying. “My
friends who once prepared
with me are now doing la-
bour work in other States,”
he says. “I stayed because I
still believe education
should mean something.”

He opens a �le �lled

with exam receipts and ad-
mit cards. “I’ve applied for
several exams,” he says.
“Every time the govern-
ment announces a new ex-
am, our hopes rise. But by
the time it’s cancelled, our
money and months of stu-
dy are gone.”

“In our village, people
say the government has
forgotten the youth,” he
says. “We are not even an-
gry now, just tired.”

The only hope
In Patna, Niranjan, who
works with students from
the Manjhi community,
says unemployment has

become one of the most
pressing problems in the
State. “Families sell land or
jewellery to send their chil-
dren to coaching,” he says.
“When those children
don’t succeed, the pres-
sure becomes unbearable.
Some boys even say, ‘If I
don’t clear it this time, I’ll
end my life.’”

He has also seen the in-
formation gap widen bet-
ween the capital and the
countryside. “Within 30
km of Patna, the situation
changes completely,” he
says. “In the villages, stu-
dents don’t even get to
know about new exam not-

i�cations on time. By the
time they �nd out, the dea-
dline is gone.”

He believes the timing of
job announcements adds
to the frustration. “The go-
vernment opens job por-
tals a month or two before
elections,” he says. “For
the rest of the �ve years,
nothing happens. It’s a cy-
cle of hope and
disappointment.”

The Periodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS) shows
Bihar’s unemployment
rate at about 5%, but the la-
bour-participation rate,
the proportion of people
actually working or look-

ing for work, remains
among the lowest in India.
For young people aged 15
to 29, only around 28 out
of 100 are working, and
among women, the num-
ber is even smaller.

A senior o�cial from
the State Labour Resources
Department said in a re-
cent press note that the go-
vernment has launched
new training and recruit-
ment drives, but acknow-
ledged that “exam irregu-
larities and overlapping
vacancies” have slowed
implementation.

Paper leaks in 2024 and
early 2025 have delayed re-
cruitment in several de-
partments, including pol-
ice, sta� selection, and
revenue. With elections
around the corner, many
young aspirants say the de-
lays have deepened a sense
of betrayal.

Despite repeated an-
nouncements, most jobs in
the State remain informal
and unstable. The gap bet-
ween education and op-
portunity has left a genera-
tion suspended in
uncertainty. As dusk falls,
the private library in Bab-
hanpura begins to empty.
Students close their books
and step out onto the
street, their conversations
still circling exam dates
and noti�cations. Mr.
Aman gathers his notes
and prepares to leave.

Amid promises of jobs, youth in Bihar
desperate to get public employment 
Thousands of young aspirants crowd small libraries, clinging to the dream of a government job; many say corruption, paper leaks, irregular exams

and delayed noti�cations have crushed their morale; with recruitment halted in key departments, frustration is growing across towns and villages

IN FOCUS

Shikha Kumari A.
PATNA

Endless wait: Candidates preparing for government exams study in a ground in Patna. AMARNATH TEWARY

Union Home Minister Amit

Shah on Monday said a

defence corridor will come up

in Bihar and factories will be

set up in each district if the

NDA is voted to power.

He exuded confidence that

the NDA will form government

and the RJD-Congress will be

“wiped out by 1 p.m. on

November 14”. 

“From the time of Emperor

Chandragupta Maurya to

Narendra Modi, the Gandak,

Koshi, and Ganga rivers have

wreaked flood havoc in Bihar.

The NDA will form a

commission to make Bihar

flood-free,” he said.

“We will establish a

defence corridor, and set up

factories in each district in

addition to building MSME

and industrial parks... We will

launch the Vande Bharat train

from Sitamarhi to Ayodhya on

the consecration day of the

Sita temple,” he added. PTI

In Bihar, NDA to
set up defence
corridor: Shah
�

Union Home Minister Amit

Shah waves to the gathering

during a rally, in Sitamarhi.

Congress leader Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra on Monday

mocked Prime Minister

Narendra Modi for frequently

accusing Opposition leaders

of “insulting him, the country

and Bihar”, and sarcastically

suggested that he should

create ‘Apamaan Mantralaya’

(Ministry of Insults).

Addressing back-to-back

rallies in Bihar, Ms. Vadra

accused Mr. Modi of diverting

public attention from issues

such as unemployment,

corruption, and poverty by

constantly targeting his

political opponents instead of

speaking about governance.

“Whenever you ask any

question to the PM, he is

either touring the globe or

starts crying that everyone is

insulting him. Instead of

cribbing, he should answer

the people of Bihar and the

youth about the misrule here,”

she added. PTI

Priyanka takes
jibe at Modi
in Bihar rallies
�

In her third visit to poll-bound

Bihar, Delhi Chief Minister

Rekha Gupta will campaign

for the NDA candidates in over

a dozen constituencies for

three days. 

In addition to public

meetings, she will also take

part in roadshows, said a

statement from the Delhi

Chief Minister’s O�ice. PTI

Rekha Gupta 
to hold rallies,
roadshows
�

The Election Commission
on Monday said enforce-
ment agencies had seized
cash, liquor, drugs, pre-
cious metals, and other
freebies estimated at more
than ₹100 crore from poll-
bound Bihar and other
States where Assembly by-
elections are scheduled.

The commission said
that as on November 3, illi-
cit inducements estimated
at more than ₹108.19 crore,
including ₹9.62 crore in
cash, liquor valued at
₹42.14 crore (9.6 lakh
litres), drugs for ₹24.61
crore, precious metals esti-
mated at ₹5.8 crore, and
other freebies for more
than ₹26 crore had been
seized through a coordi-
nated approach involving
multi-enforcement agen-
cies across di�erent States
and Union Territories.

A total of 824 �ying
squads had been deployed
across Bihar to ensure that
the complaints reported
on the cVIGIL app were at-
tended to within 100 mi-
nutes, the poll body said. 

Citizens and political
parties can report viola-
tions of the Model Code of
Conduct using the cVIGIL
app. Complaints can also
be registered on the voter
helpline 1950.

Cash, liquor,
drugs worth
over ₹100 cr.
seized, says EC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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King Harischandra once sought the wisdom of sage Souna-
ka and his companions. With devotion, he asked how pe-
ople might live without sin and with happiness, and how
one could reach God. The rishis told him to perform a yag-
na. When preparations began, sage Narada arrived and,
through his divine sight, stopped the king and said the
yagna could start only after the king cleansed the sins of
his past birth. Narada advised him to bathe in the holy riv-
er Cauvery during Tula masa (falling between mid-Octob-
er and mid-November).

Azhagiya Manavalan Swamy said in a discourse that
Aagneya Puranam explains in detail about the river Cauv-
ery and Tula masa. It is a time of divine merit and puri�ca-
tion. Sage Agastya told Harischandra that one may light
lamps with ghee or sesame oil in temples during this
month. On the banks of the Cauvery, devotees may also
distribute honey, cows with calves, and bulls, and donate
seeds to farmers. Performing ancestral rites and o�ering
sesame seeds are acts of spiritual signi�cance. Food can
also be served to the poor. Donating woollen garments
during this month brings blessings of peace, happiness,
and good progeny. It is believed that these sel�ess deeds
wash away accumulated sins and invite divine grace into
one’s life. During the Tula Masa ritual practice in the Cauv-
ery basin, the river’s heightened soteriological e�cacy is
premised on the belief that numerous sacred rivers con-
verge in its waters to facilitate expiation of sin and the at-
tainment of well-being. Thondaradippodi Azhwar says,
“Gangaiyinum Punidhamagiya Cauvery,“ which means
that Cauvery is holier than the river Ganga.

Cauvery and Tula Masa

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

Air India’s San Francisco to Delhi �ight was
diverted to Mongolia’s Ulaanbaatar on Monday
due to a suspected technical glitch after �ying for
11 hours. The airline said that the Boeing 777-300
aircraft was undergoing checks, and it was
making e�orts to take passengers to their
destination. “AI 174 of November 2, operating
from San Francisco to Delhi via Kolkata, made a
precautionary landing at Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia,
after the �ight crew suspected a technical issue
en route,” said the airline’s press statement. The
aircraft made a safe landing in Mongolia. AI 174
has been �ying the route via Kolkata ever since
the closure of Pakistan airspace in April. 

Air India �ight rerouted to
Mongolia over technical glitch

The Mumbai International Airport’s both
runways will remain closed between 11 a.m. and
5 p.m. on November 20 for post-monsoon
maintenance, it said in a press statement. The
airport said that this was an exercise planned six
months ahead of the maintenance work and a
Notice to Airmen was issued well in time to allow
airlines to plan their �ight schedules accordingly.
The maintenance include detailed inspections,
surface repairs, and technical assessments of
runway lighting, markings, and drainage systems.

Mumbai airport to remain
closed for 6 hours on Nov. 20

Chaos erupted at a wedding at Tewari Majheda
village in Bijnor district of Uttar Pradesh when
the groom’s side and the bride’s relatives clashed
over the serving of fried chicken on the
intervening night of Sunday and Monday. The
video has gone viral, showing clashes and alleged
injuries to both sides, forcing intervention by the
police. The matter escalated after certain
relatives of the groom expressed dissatisfaction
over the size of the portions served. To alleviate
their concerns, the bride’s family provided
additional portions. However, rather than feeling
content, the guests claimed proper etiquette was
not being followed in serving the food. A video of
the �ght has emerged on the social media
platform X. 

Clash over fried chicken
wreaks havoc on a wedding

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 
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�

(set by Hypatia)

Solve this puzzle online and 
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Across

1 They guide drivers parking in new / old Madras (4,4)

5 Say, one's less sensitive (6)

10 Sleep returning with excellent American wonder drug (7)

11 Natural in cargo pants (7)

12 Get hold of tips from respected elder at Church (5)

13 View with beds in busy places (9)

14 Praise Spooner's club attached to the group (3,2,3,4)

18 How to get to swan from a fictional character (6,6)

21 Previous publication from Cuba excited about Peck movie's
climax (4,5)

23 Angry individual before judge (5)

24 New block in toilet far back (4,3)

25 Comprehensive command in bouts chosen regularly (7)

26 Say Sushmita's engaged to get married here (6)

27 Essentially avoid ladies fighting to get time alone (8)

Down

1 Soldiers left state (6)

2 Cancel drawing in a periodical (6)

3 Drops of iced cold matcha drunk with ordinary beverage (9)

4 Intelligent sea creatures may provide this valuable insight?
(6,2,6)

6 Eggs on uthappam recipes giving extra smoothness basically (5)

7 Arab and an Assyrian wrapping colourful headgear (8)

8 This once more inspects cat's door repairing crooked scratches
(8)

9 What vets maybe doing with pets deteriorating? (5,2,3,4)

15 Moving old email - not bad (9)

16 Britain wholly plugging advantages for di�erent folks (8)

17 Paddle boat manoeuvring oceanic race ultimately (3,5)

19 Strategic tactic let IBM again put up stores (6)

20 The ant's head, oddly drawn (6)

22 Setter's mature appearance (5)
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T
he Supreme Court
on Monday took se-
rious note of go-

vernment employees feed-
ing stray dogs within o�ce
premises, observing that
such conduct violated its
earlier directions mandat-
ing the establishment of
designated feeding zones
for canines.

A Bench of Justices Vik-
ram Nath, Sandeep Mehta,
and N.V. Anjaria observed,
“We will be issuing direc-
tions with respect to go-
vernment institutions and
public sector undertakings
where employees are feed-
ing the dogs, and support-
ing and encouraging stray
dogs in the area.” It accord-
ingly listed the matter for
orders on November 7.

When counsel appear-
ing for some intervenors
urged the Bench to hear
the parties before issuing
any such directions, Justice
Nath remarked, “For insti-
tutional matters, we are
not going to hear any aver-
ment at all.” The Bench,
however, clari�ed that it
would continue to hear all
parties after passing the in-
terim order.

Senior advocate Karuna
Nundy drew the court’s at-
tention to irregularities re-

ported in the demarcation
of feeding zones by local
authorities in Delhi. The
Bench assured her that
such grievances would be
examined at the next hear-
ing. 

The observations were
made during the court’s
ongoing suo motu proceed-
ings to evolve a national
policy on stray dog man-
agement and to ensure ef-
fective implementation of
the Animal Birth Control
(ABC) Rules, 2023, framed
under the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act,
1960.

In its August 22 order,
the Bench had directed
municipal bodies across
the country to establish de-
signated feeding zones in

every ward to ensure that
stray dogs are fed in a regu-
lated manner without
causing public inconve-
nience. The directions
were prompted by a series
of “untoward incidents”
arising from unregulated
feeding, which had caused
“great di�culties for the
common man walking on
the streets”.

On Monday, the Chief
Secretaries of all States and
Union Territories, except
West Bengal, Telangana,
and Kerala, were present
in the courtroom pursuant
to an order dated October
27 directing their personal
appearance for non-com-
pliance with the court’s
earlier directive.

The Bench had earlier

expressed strong displea-
sure over the failure of
most States and Union Ter-
ritories to submit com-
pliance reports from their
local bodies on the imple-
mentation of the ABC
Rules. Accordingly, it had
directed the Chief Secre-
taries to personally appear
before it on November 3.
The court had also clari�ed
that the Chief Secretary of
Delhi must appear in per-
son, notwithstanding the
�ling of a report by the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi.

The Bench observed
that it would shortly issue
directions to curb dog-bite
incidents. It had earlier re-
marked that the recur-
rence of such incidents
brings disrepute to the
country globally. 

The court directed that
the Animal Welfare Board
of India (AWBI) be im-
pleaded as a party to the
proceedings. Mr. Mehta al-
so suggested that victims of
dog-bite incidents should
be allowed to participate in
the proceedings, pointing
out that several private in-
dividuals and organisa-
tions had already sought to
be heard.

Accepting the sugges-
tion, the Bench allowed
dog-bite victims to be im-
pleaded as parties.

SC �ags feeding of stray dogs
within govt. o�ce premises

Feeding rules: The court made the remarks during a suo motu

hearing on national policy for stray dog management. FILE PHOTO

The top court says the practice violates its orders on designated feeding zones for canines; it will

be issuing directions on November 7 to government institutions and public sector undertakings 

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said more than
₹3,000 crore had been
scammed by fraudsters
from victims, mostly
drawn from the elderly
population, through “digi-
tal arrests”.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Surya Kant was refer-
ring to a con�dential re-
port submitted by the
Union government. Justice
Kant, who is the Chief Jus-
tice of India-designate, said
the report showed that the
problem of digital arrests
was a “very big challenge”.
“Much more than we
thought...” Justice Kant
observed.

“The report shows the
extent of fraud is very big...
₹3,000 crore was collected
from victims in India
alone. What would be the

su�ering at the global le-
vel?” Justice Kant asked.

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, for the Centre,
agreed with Justice Kant,
saying digital arrest scam
was initially found to be
beyond what they had
expected.

Justice Kant said the jud-
iciary would pass harsh
and stringent orders to

strengthen the hands of
the agencies against the
fraudsters, “give you all
support”. “Otherwise, this
problem will magnify, and
the victims are aged peo-
ple,” Mr. Mehta said.

In an earlier hearing,
the Supreme Court had
orally mooted tasking the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) with probing

the menace of digital ar-
rests orchestrated by
fraudsters posing as judges
and police o�cers who use
forged documents.

Attorney-General R.
Venkataramani had sub-
mitted that these cyber
crimes originate from
across the border and were
fashioned by “money-laun-
dering gangs”.

‘Scam compounds’
The Solicitor-General had
informed that the organ-
ised cybercrimes behind
digital arrests were gener-
ated from “scam com-
pounds” and done at a
large-scale level.

The Supreme Court had
originally taken suo motu
cognisance of a case of dig-
ital arrest of a senior citi-
zen couple in Haryana’s
Ambala on the basis of
forged orders of the court
and probe agencies by

fraudsters to extort ₹1.05
crore. However, the court
was later informed that
there were numerous cas-
es across the country in
which innocent people, es-
pecially senior citizens,
were threatened with “cyb-
er arrests” by criminals,
who misuse Arti�cial Intel-
ligence and other ad-
vanced technology to
morph courtrooms and
police stations, unless they
cough up huge sums of
money.

“The impact of the pro-
blem is great. There is not
only a �nancial but also a
human angle. Gullible peo-
ple are promised employ-
ment abroad and reduced
to the status of human
slaves. Criminals morph
the faces of judges and
make calls to victims with
the Court rooms shown as
the background,” Mr. Meh-
ta had said. 

‘Digital arrests’ are a very big challenge; victims,
mostly elderly, lost ₹3,000 cr. in India alone: SC
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The judiciary will pass stringent orders to strengthen the hands of

agencies against the fraudsters, says Justice Kant. GETTY IMAGES 

The Delhi High Court has
rejected a plea challenging
the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India’s
(FSSAI) decision to ban the
use of the word ‘ORS’ (Oral
Rehydration Solution) in
the naming of any fruit-
based, non-carbonated, or
ready-to-drink beverages.

Justice Sachin Datta
passed the order on Octob-
er 31, dismissing a petition
by Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories
Ltd., which had challenged
the FSSAI’s directive res-
tricting the use of the label
‘ORS’ for its brand Rebalanz
VITORS.

On October 14, the FSSAI
withdrew all prior permis-
sions for using the term
‘ORS’ in product names or
branding unless they met
the medical standards.

Delhi HC
upholds FSSAI
ban on ‘ORS’
tagged drinks 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India on Monday reiterated
that the Gaza peace plan of
U.S. President Donald
Trump will lead to a “last-
ing” solution to the West
Asian con�ict. 

Welcoming Bahrain’s
Foreign Minister Abdullatif
bin Rashid Alzayani, Exter-
nal A�airs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar said there are “un-
precedented” changes in
the West Asian region as
well as in the world. 

“So I take the opportun-
ity to reiterate our support
for the Gaza Peace Plan
which we hope will lead to
a lasting and durable solu-
tion,” said Mr. Jaishankar in
his opening remarks. 

A joint statement issued
after the meeting of the
High Joint Commission
headed by Mr. Jaishankar

and Mr. Alzayani said that
India and Bahrain ex-
pressed optimism for “en-
hancing future collabora-
tion in the areas of defence
and security”. The joint
statement also mentioned
unequivocal condemna-
tion of “terrorism, in all its
forms and manifestations
and rea�rmed strong
commitment to combat
terrorism, including cross
border terrorism.”

The two sides highlight-
ed that India is among the
top �ve trading partners of
the Kingdom of Bahrain. 

Both sides agreed to de-
velop a common under-
standing to commence
Double Taxation Avoi-
dance Agreement (DTAA)
negotiations, which will
help eliminate double taxa-
tion, provide tax certainty
and promote trade and in-
vestment. 

External A�airs Minister S. Jaishankar with Bahrain Foreign A�airs

Minister Abdullatif bin Rashid Alzayani in New Delhi. PTI

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

India, Bahrain hold
talks on boosting
defence, trade ties

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Monday ordered a probe into
complaints that some farmers received crop
insurance payouts as low as ₹1. Expressing
concern over insurers “playing jokes” with the
farmers, Mr. Chouhan said such meagre
settlements for crop damages would not be
tolerated. The Minister reviewed the
implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana (PMFBY) and examined the farmers’
complaints related to insurance. “Insurers giving
crop insurance claims of ₹1, ₹3, ₹5 or ₹21 is like
playing jokes with farmers. The government will
never allow this to happen,” Mr. Chouhan said in
a strongly worded statement. PTI

Centre orders probe into ₹1
insurance payout to farmers 
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MARKETS
�

MARKET WATCH

MONDAY % CHANGE

Sensexdddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 83,978 dddddddddddddddddddddddd0.04

US Dollar ddddddddddddddddddddddddd88.77 dddddddddddddddddddddd -0.07

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 1,25,300 dddddddddddddddddddddd -0.23

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd65.21 dddddddddddddddddddddddddddd—

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Enter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2467.00. . . . . . . . -14.00

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1444.70. . . . . . . . . . -6.80

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 7824.50. . . . . . . . 143.50

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2512.20. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.40

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1233.70. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.90

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 8922.50. . . . . . . . . . 30.00

Bajaj Finserv . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2081.60. . . . . . . . . . -6.70

Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1043.10. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.30

Bharat Elec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 422.30. . . . . . . . . . -3.80

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2074.00. . . . . . . . . . 19.50

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1511.50. . . . . . . . . . 10.20

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 388.55. . . . . . . . . . -0.10

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1196.00. . . . . . . . . . -1.60

Tata Motors CV . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 260.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 7023.50. . . . . . . . . . 16.50

Eternal Ltd.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 322.60. . . . . . . . . . . . 4.85

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2899.90. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.20

HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1543.50. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00

HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 992.65. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.35

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 736.00. . . . . . . . . . . . 4.15

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 847.20. . . . . . . . . . -0.65

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2460.00. . . . . . . . . . -5.50

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1346.40. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.10

IntGlobeAvi. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5695.50. . . . . . . . . . 70.50

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1485.50. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.20

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 413.95. . . . . . . . . . -6.40

Jio Financial Servic-

es Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 306.80. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00

JSW Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1195.00. . . . . . . . -11.00

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2113.50. . . . . . . . . . 11.30

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3980.50. . . . . . . . -50.40

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3548.90. . . . . . . . . . 61.70

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 15651.00. . . . . . -535.00

Max Healthcare . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1145.90. . . . . . . . . . -1.90

NestleIndia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1266.70. . . . . . . . . . -4.90

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 335.20. . . . . . . . . . -1.75

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 257.55. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.18

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 288.00. . . . . . . . . . -0.15

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1484.70. . . . . . . . . . -1.70

SBI Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1969.60. . . . . . . . . . 13.90

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 949.70. . . . . . . . . . 12.70

Shriram Finance

Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 796.45. . . . . . . . . . 47.55

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1706.40. . . . . . . . . . 15.70

TataConsumerPro-

duct . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1197.50. . . . . . . . . . 32.50

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 182.67. . . . . . . . . . -0.17

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3016.80. . . . . . . . -41.20

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1419.80. . . . . . . . . . -4.60

Titan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3724.50. . . . . . . . -22.20

Tata Motors PV . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 417.00. . . . . . . . . . . . 7.00

Trent Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4713.40. . . . . . . . . . 19.10

UltraTech Cement . . . .. . . . . 11950.00. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 240.50. . . . . . . . . . -0.17

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit ex-
cept yen at 4 p.m. on November 03

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 88.62. . . . . . . 88.95

Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .102.02. . . . 102.41

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .116.35. . . . 116.81

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 57.46. . . . . . . 57.69

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 12.45. . . . . . . 12.50

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .109.70. . . . 110.17

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 67.95. . . . . . . 68.23

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 63.07. . . . . . . 63.33

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 21.08. . . . . . . 21.20

Australian Dollar . . . . . . .. . 58.00. . . . . . . 58.22

Source:Indian Bank

Three large sovereign funds,including Norway’s
Norges Bank Investment Management, Abu
Dhabi Investment Authority and GIC of
Singapore are among the investors participating
in the IPO of Indian stock broker Groww’s parent
Billionbrains Garage Ventures, two sources
directly aware of the matter said. The IPO will
rank among the largest o�erings so far in 2025,
following �oats by the likes of Tata Capital, LG
Electronics India and HDB Financial. REUTERS

Three large sovereign funds
to invest in Groww IPO

INBRIEF
�

India and New Zealand began the fourth round
of negotiations towards a free trade agreement,
with the Indian team visiting Auckland until
November 7, the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry announced on Monday. “Negotiations in
this round are focusing on key areas, including
trade in goods, trade in services, and rules of
origin,” the statement added. “Both sides are
working constructively to build on the progress
achieved in earlier rounds.” 

India, New Zealand begin
fourth round of FTA talks

Tata Consumer Products Ltd. (TCPL) reported an
11% growth in second quarter net pro�t to ₹407
crore. Revenue from operations grew 18% to
₹4,966 crore. Sunil D’Souza, Managing Director &
CEO, Tata Consumer Products, said that the
company delivered a strong topline growth of
18% in the second quarter of FY26, with steady
net pro�t growth. This was the second
consecutive quarter of double-digit growth in the
India core business across both tea and salt. 

Tata Consumer Q2 net pro�t
rises 11% to ₹407 crore

Bharti Airtel Ltd. reported
a revenue of ₹52,145 crore
in the September quarter,
driven by “continued pre-
miumisation in mobile seg-
ment, sustained momen-
tum in homes segment and
improved Airtel Business
performance,” the �rm
said on Monday.

While revenue jumped
by over a �fth vis a vis
Q2FY25, pro�t surged
73.6% to ₹6,792 crore.

“Continued premiumi-
sation” is a reference to the
tari� hikes implemented in
July, a move which drove
compounding revenue
growth for the last two
quarters on longer-tenure

subscribers renewing sub-
scriptions at new rates.

Mobile subscribers in
India contributed to a
“13.2% YoY revenue in-
crease” in the segment,
Bharti said. At the same
time, the �rm has been
able to raise income from
the competitive home
broadband segment, with
a 30.2% boost in revenue.

This year, Bharti un-
veiled Airtel Cloud for en-
terprises hoping to keep
more of their data in India.

Bharti logs ₹52,145 cr.
revenue in Q2 on
tari�-rise momentum 

Bharti has been able
to raise income from
competitive home
broadband with a
30% boost in revenue

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Bharat Biotech has esta-
blished a contract research
development and manu-
facturing organisation
(CRDMO) focused on cell
and gene therapies.

Setting up of the wholly-
owned subsidiary Nucelion
Therapeutics is part of a
strategic expansion into
the fast-growing �eld of
next-generation cell and
gene therapy CRDMO. 

It aims to support global
life science innovators with
high-quality, scalable pro-
cess development and ma-
nufacturing solutions for
advanced therapies, indi-

cated for cancers, autoim-
mune disorders and rare
genetic disorders, the vac-
cine maker said, announc-
ing the formal launch of
the arm on Monday.

Spread across a 30,000
sq.ft purpose-built facility
in Genome Valley, Hydera-
bad, Nucelion has commis-
sioned a GMP facility capa-
ble of developing and
manufacturing plasmids,
viral and non-viral vectors,
cell therapies, and aseptic
�ll and �nish, providing
end-to-end services for
clients. The company will
o�er end-to-end services,
while adhering to interna-
tional regulatory stan-
dards, it said.

Bharat Biotech sets up
CRDMO arm to focus on
cell and gene therapies 

The Hindu Bureau

HYDERABAD

Manufacturing activity ac-
celerated to 59.2 in Octob-
er, nearly a 17-year high,
driven by strong demand
and the Goods and Servic-
es Tax (GST) rate reduc-

tions, according to a priv-
ate sector survey.

The seasonally adjusted
HSBC India Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ In-
dex in October was higher
than the 57.7 in September,
which it said indicated a
quicker improvement in

the health of the sector.
October’s 59.2 was just

lower than the 59.3 record-
ed in August, which was
the highest in 17-and-a-half
years.

“Manufacturing sector
conditions in India conti-
nued to strengthen in Oc-

tober, buoyed by GST re-
lief, productivity gains and
tech investment,” the re-
port noted. 

Rise in new orders

“A faster increase in new
orders boosted growth of
output and buying levels,

and the latter drove a near-
record expansion in input
inventories.”

According to the survey,
companies attributed the
increase in new orders to
“advertising, buoyant de-
mand and the GST
reform”.

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Strong demand lifts manufacturing PMI to 59.2 in October 

T
he Supreme Court
on Monday clari-
�ed that the Union

government can compre-
hensively assess and recon-
cile all Adjusted Gross Re-
venue (AGR) dues of
Vodafone-Idea up to the �-
nancial year 2016-17 in ac-
cordance with the Deduc-
tion Veri�cation
Guidelines of February 3,
2020.

The clari�cation from a
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India B.R. Gavai
came in an oral mention-
ing made by Vodafone-Idea
(VI), represented by senior
advocates Mukul Rohatgi
and Mahesh Agarwal, post
lunch.

The company pointed
out that though a compo-
site plea was made to reas-
sess “all” the AGR, the
sixth paragraph of the
court’s October 27 order

inadvertently said the tele-
com major was asking only
for a reconciliation of the
“additional” AGR demand
made by the Department
of Telecom (DoT) for the
period up to the �nancial
2016-17.

“It was only a simple
correction. We had sought
a composite prayer to reas-
sess and reconcile all the
AGR dues,” Mr. Agarwal
con�rmed to The Hindu in
a telephonic call on
Monday.

On October 27, the apex

court left it to the Centre to
reconsider its demand for
AGR dues from the compa-
ny and take an appropriate
decision in accordance
with the law.

Appearing for the
Centre on that day, Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta
had �agged a “huge change
in circumstances” in the
time between previous
AGR litigation in the top
court involving VI and the
present one as a reason for
the government’s softened
stand. 

SC clari�es Centre
can reassess all AGR
dues of Vodafone

Redial mode: On October 27, the apex court left it to the Centre to

reconsider its demand for AGR dues from the company. AFP

Sixth para of the Oct. 27 order inadvertently said the telecom major was

asking only for reconciliation of the ‘additional’ AGR demand, says telco

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate has attached assets
worth about ₹7,500 crore
allegedly linked to Anil
Ambani’s Reliance Group
in connection with the in-
vestigations under the Pre-
vention of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA), the agency
said on Monday.

The assets include more
than 132 acres of land of
Dhirubhai Ambani Know-
ledge City (DAKC) in Navi
Mumbai, Maharashtra,
worth over ₹4,462 crore in
Reliance Communications
Ltd. (RCom) “bank fraud”
case. 

The ED is conducting
the probe based on a �rst
information report regis-
tered by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation
against RCom, Mr. Anil
Ambani, and others.

“RCom and its group
companies availed loans
from domestic and foreign
lenders from the period of
2010-2012 onwards, of
which a total amount of
₹40,185 crore is outstand-
ing. Five banks have de-
clared the loan accounts of

the Group as fraud,” it said.
The ED said it earlier

provisionally attached over
42 properties of Reliance
Anil Ambani Group worth
over ₹3,083 crore, in the al-
leged bank fraud cases of
RCom, Reliance Commer-
cial Finance Ltd. (RCFL),
and Reliance Home Fi-
nance Ltd. (RHFL).

While 30 properties are
of Reliance Infrastructure
Limited, �ve of Adhar Pro-
perty Consultancy Private
Ltd., four properties of Mo-
hanbir Hi-tech Build Priv-
ate Ltd., one each of Game-
sa Investment
Management Private Ltd.,
Vihaan43 Realty Private
Ltd. (earlier known as
Kunjbihari Developers
Private Ltd.) and Campion
Properties Ltd.

“So far, the ED has de-
tected fraudulent diversion
of public money by various
Reliance Anil Ambani
Group companies, includ-
ing Reliance Communica-
tions Ltd. (RCom), Reliance
Home Finance Ltd.
(RHFL), Reliance Commer-
cial Finance Ltd. (RCFL),
Reliance Infrastructure
Ltd. (RIL), and Reliance
Power Ltd. (RHFL),” it said.

ED attaches ₹7,500-cr.
assets linked to Anil
Ambani’s Reliance
The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI
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A top Bangladeshi diplo-
mat has said that his coun-
try’s ties with Pakistan
have improved since last
year, as he emphasised the
need to establish direct sea
links between Karachi and
Chittagong to boost trade
between the two nations.

Speaking at an event in
the port city on Sunday,
Bangladesh High Commis-
sioner to Pakistan Iqbal
Hussain Khan said it was
not a secret that ties bet-
ween the two sides had not
been good for the last 10-12
years, but things have
changed now.

“Relations have im-
proved at every level and
now Bangladeshi citizens
are issued visas for Pakis-
tan in 24 hours,” Mr. Khan
said.

Bangladesh-Pakistan

ties were at their lowest
ebb during Sheikh Hasina’s
Awami League regime,
particularly when it initiat-
ed in 2010 the trial of col-
laborators of Pakistani
troops during the 1971 Lib-
eration War.

Reform charter
Meanwhile, disagreements
between Bangladeshi polit-
icians have stalled a key de-
mocratic reform plan, the
interim government said
Monday, giving parties a

week to reach consensus
or face unilateral action.

Nobel Peace Prize win-
ner Muhammad Yunus,
who leads the government
as “chief adviser”, said he
had inherited a “complete-
ly broken down” political
system after taking over
following an uprising last
year.

Mr. Yunus has argued
that the reform charter,
which he has championed
as the cornerstone of his
legacy, is vital to prevent a
return to authoritarian
rule.

Key parties signed the
document at a ceremony
in October, but some said it
must be rati�ed by a
referendum.

Asif Nazrul, who holds
the law portfolio, said that
“despite holding talks for a
long time, political parties
still have unresolved issues
of disagreement”.

Ties with Pak. improved,
says top Bangladesh envoy 
Press Trust of India
KARACHI/DHAKA

Relations have improved
at every level and now
Bangladeshi citizens are
issued visas for Pakistan
in 24 hours

IQBAL HUSSAIN KHAN
Bangladesh High Commissioner 
to Pakistan

X

A 6.3-magnitude earthquake struck northern Afghanistan near

Mazar-i-Sharif, authorities said on Monday, killing at least 20 and

injuring over 500. The tremor damaged the Blue Mosque and homes

across Balkh and Samangan. Authorities reported significant

material losses while rescue teams aided stranded residents. AFP

Earthquake kills 20 and injures
over 500 in northern Afghanistan

SAMANGAN

REUTERS
X

U.S. President Donald Trump downplayed fears of war with

Venezuela on Sunday but said Nicolas Maduro’s rule was ending

soon. His remarks followed U.S. strikes on suspected drug boats in

the Caribbean and Pacific that killed 65 people, drawing regional

criticism and raising claims of extrajudicial actions. AFP

Trump says not eyeing Venezuela
war, but Maduro’s days numbered

WASHINGTON

REUTERS

Sport

P
akistan and China
are among the
countries which

are testing nuclear wea-
pons, U.S. President Do-
nald Trump has said to jus-
tify his administration’s
plans to resume testing of
the U.S.’s nuclear assets af-
ter a gap of over three
decades.

Ahead of his meeting
with Chinese President Xi
Jinping last week, Mr.
Trump announced that the
U.S. will start testing nu-
clear weapons on an
“equal basis” with rival
powers.

In an interview with CBS
News’ Norah O’Donnell on

Sunday, the U.S. President
named Russia, China,
North Korea and Pakistan
as the countries testing nu-
clear weapons.

“Russia’s testing, and
China’s testing, but they

don’t talk about it. You
know, we’re an open socie-
ty. We’re di�erent. We talk
about it... We’re gonna
test, because they test and
others test,” Mr. Trump
said.

“And certainly North
Korea’s been testing. Pakis-
tan’s been testing,” he
asserted.

Shortly before meeting
Mr. Xi in South Korea on
Thursday last, Mr. Trump
said on social media that
the U.S. will resume testing
nuclear weapons for the
�rst time in three decades.

Mr. Trump claimed
some of the countries con-
ducting tests of their nu-
clear weapons do not ack-
nowledge them.

“They don’t go and tell
you about it. You don’t ne-
cessarily know where
they’re testing. They test
way under — underground,
where people don’t know
exactly what’s happening
with the test,” he said.

Last week, Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin said
that Russia had tested a Po-
seidon nuclear-capable
super torpedo.

In his remarks, Mr.
Trump strongly justi�ed
his decision to restart the
process for testing nuclear
weapons, saying testing
was necessary to ensure
the reliability of the wea-
pons. “You make nuclear
weapons, and then you
don’t test. How are you
gonna know if they work?”
he said.

According to U.S. media
reports, the U.S. military
regularly tests its missiles
that are capable of deliver-
ing a nuclear warhead, but
it has not detonated the
weapons since 1992.

Trump justi�es decision to restart
nuke tests; says Pak., China doing it

Aerial address: Donald Trump speaks to presspersons on board 

Air Force One on his way back to the White House on Sunday. AP

President says the U.S. must test its weapons on an ‘equal basis’ with rival powers to ensure reliability; the U.S. has not held 

a nuclear detonation test since 1992, although it continues to test missile systems capable of carrying nuclear warheads

Press Trust of India
WASHINGTON

Xi Jinping joked about spy-
ing on South Korea’s Presi-
dent as he gifted him a pair
of smartphones, telling
him to “check if there is a
backdoor” in a rare jest
from the Chinese leader
that made headlines in
Seoul.

The light-hearted ex-
change took place on Sa-
turday in the city of Gye-
ongju, when Mr. Xi and
President Lee Jae Myung
presented gifts to each oth-

er on the sidelines of an
APEC summit, marking Mr.
Xi’s �rst visit to South Ko-
rea in more than a decade.

Mr. Xi presented two
Xiaomi smartphones to
Mr. Lee, who quipped: “Is
the communication line
secure?”

Mr. Xi replied: “You
should check if there is a
backdoor,” referring to
pre-installed software that
could allow third-party
monitoring.

Mr. Xi is rarely seen
making jokes, let alone
about espionage.

Xi jokes about spying
with Chinese phone
gift for S. Korea’s Lee
Agence France-Presse
SEOUL

U.S. President Donald
Trump has repeated his
threat of a military opera-
tion in Nigeria over killings
of Christians, and that it
could be ground or air
attacks.

As claims of Christian
“persecution” in Africa’s
most populous country
have found traction online
among the U.S. and Euro-
pean right, experts say Ni-
geria’s myriad con�icts kill
both Christians and Mus-

lims without distinction.
Mr. Trump’s remarks

came after the Nigerian
presidency suggested a
meeting between the two
leaders to resolve the
issue.

Asked by a reporter
aboard Air Force One if he
was considering U.S.
troops on the ground in Ni-
geria or air strikes, Mr.
Trump replied: “Could be,
I mean, a lot of things — I
envisage a lot of things.” 

Nigeria’s government
denies that Christians are
especially targeted.

Trump does not rule
out any kind of Army
operation in Nigeria
Agence France-Presse
ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE Sudan is not in a state of ci-

vil war and is confronting
attacks from “non-regional
actors” that include the
UAE, which is supplying
weapons to the Rapid Sup-
port Forces (RSF) militia
that has been killing civi-
lians in El Fasher city in
Darfur in western Sudan,
said the Sudanese ambas-
sador to India on Monday. 

Addressing a press con-
ference at the Embassy
here, Ambassador Mo-
hammed Abdalla Ali Eltom
said stopping the supply of

weapons by the UAE to the
RSF will be the “�rst step”
in “ending the war”.

“Sudan is not facing a ci-
vil war. We are confronting
conspiracies of non-region-
al actors. The RSF is acting
like a proxy foreign powers
and a few countries in the
region are acting as corri-
dors for arms supply to the
RSF,” said Mr. Eltom, ex-
plaining that the UAE’s
weapons are being chan-
nelled through Libya and
Chad.

“The militia threatens to
destabilise the entire re-
gion from the Red Sea to
the Central African region.

Therefore, the internation-
al community must desig-
nate the RSF as a terrorist
organisation and impose
targeted sanctions on them
and on all weapons sup-
pliers that are supporting
the RSF,” said Mr. Eltom. 

The RSF, which has
been carrying out attacks
in El Fasher, is using “stra-
tegic drones” that are cap-

able of �ying for long dura-
tion which indicate that
state-level armed forces
are involved in arming the
RSF.

The Sudanese envoy
acknowledged India’s hu-
manitarian assistance to
Sudan during the crisis
that has been continuing
since April 2023. He appre-
ciated India’s decision to
maintain the embassy in
Sudan despite the vio-
lence. 

He also con�rmed that
an Indian national was
captured by RSF in El Fash-
er as  militants entered the
city on October 26.

UAE is supplying weapons to RSF militia,
says Sudan’s ambassador to India Eltom
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

The RSF threatens to
destabilise the entire
region from the Red
Sea to Central Africa,
says the envoy 

After the teaser, the thriller
opens on Tuesday.

The chess World Cup’s
second round is where the
real action begins: all the
big stars, given a bye in the
opening round, start their
campaigns here at Resort
Rio. 

The knock-out format
ensures even the strongest
Grandmasters cannot af-
ford big mistakes.

Top Indians like D. Gu-
kesh, R. Praggnanandhaa,
Arjun Erigaisi, Nihal Sarin
and Aravindh Chithamba-
ram as well as overseas
stars such as Anish Giri, Le-
von Aronian and Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave will be
there to spice up the tour-
nament. 

From the �rst round,
nine Indians have moved
to the second.

Six of them had gone
through by scoring at least
1.5 points from the two
classical games. 

The others came
through the tie-breaker
route, featuring games of
much shorter time con-

trols. The �rst to clinch a
spot in the second round
was S.L. Narayanan, who
won both games in the �rst
set of rapid games against
Steven Rojas of Peru. 

“I had it pretty easy in
the rapid games, but that
certainly wasn’t the case in
the classical format,” said
the Thiruvananthapuram-

based player, rated more
than 200 Elo points above
his opponent.

“In the classical games,
he had played much better
than his rating.”

Diptayan impresses
A little after Narayanan
romped home 2-0, Dip-
tayan Ghosh also came out
of the venue, smiling. 

He too won by an identi-
cal margin, against his Chi-
nese rival Peng Xiongjian.

Later on, fellow-Kolka-
tan and fellow-Ghosh, Aro-
nyak, too made it to the se-
cond round, after beating
his higher-rated rival Ma-
teusz Bartel of Poland 2-0
in the second set of tie-
breakers; they had a win
each in the �rst.

The two other Indians
in the tie-breakers, R. Raja
Rithvik and M.R. Lalith Ba-
bu lost, in the third set of
tie-breakers, to Kazybek

Nogerbek of Kazakhstan
and Max Warmerdam of
the Netherlands. 

They both put up strong
�ghts though, and took the
matches to the third set of
tie-breaks.

The day, however, was
Faustino Oro’s. 

The 12-year-old Argen-
tine overcame Ante Brkic
of Croatia, 25 years his se-
nior and 69 points above in
rating.

The prodigy won 2-0 in
the third set of tie-breaks.

Important results 

(first round; tie-break):

Robert Hovhannisyan (Arm) bt
Kavin Mohan (Mas) 1.5-0.5; S.L.
Narayanan bt Steven Rojas (Cub)
2-0; Diptayan Ghosh bt Peng
Xiongjian (Chn) 2-0. 
Aronyak Ghosh bt Mateusz Bartel
(Pol) 1-1, 2-0; Kazybek Nogerbek
bt (Kaz) bt R. Raja Rithvik 1-1, 1-1,
2-0; Max Warmerdam (Ned) bt
M.R. Lalith Babu 1-1, 1-1, 2-0;
Faustino Oro (Arg) bt Ante Brkic
(Cro) 1-1, 1-1, 2-0.

Narayanan coasts to victory against Rojas

P.K. Ajith Kumar
ARPORA (GOA)

CHESS WORLD CUP 

Fast and furious: Narayanan proved his superiority in the

tie-breaker to advance to round two. FIDE

Elena Rybakina extended
her winning streak to eight
matches with a 3-6, 6-1, 6-0
victory over second-seed-
ed Iga Swiatek in round-ro-
bin play at the WTA Finals
here on Monday.

After cruising past
Amanda Anisimova in her
opener on Saturday, Ryba-
kina claimed her second
win of the week to move to
the top of the Serena Wil-
liams Group and get closer
to a berth in Friday’s
semi�nals.

In another match,
fourth-seeded Amanda
Anisimova rallied to beat
American compatriot Ma-
dison Keys 4-6, 6-3, 6-2.

Rybakina
downs
Swiatek in
WTA Finals

Agence France-Presse
RIYADH

Kerala Blasters (KBFC) was
at its attacking best as it
hammered three goals
without reply against
Sporting Club Delhi (SCD)
in their AIFF Super Cup
Group D match here on
Monday.

Koldo Obieta found the
net twice, while Thingu-
jam Korou Singh scored
with a brilliant overhead
kick in a dominant victory.

In the other Group D
match, Rajasthan United
(RUFC) stunned Mumbai
City (MCFC) with a 1-0 win
in Margao.

Robinson Blandon

scored the winner, with
RUFC becoming the �rst
second-division side to win
a match in this edition of
the tournament.

RUFC’s victory keeps
the group open as three
teams — Rajasthan, KBFC
and MCFC — will vie for a
lone semi�nal spot. 

If MCFC wins against
KBFC and RUFC beats SCD,
Rajasthan will go through.
If MCFC wins against KBFC
but RUFC drops points,
Mumbai City will be
through. 

However, anything but a
loss for KBFC will see it
through.

The results: Kerala Blasters 3
(Obieta 18 & 23, Korou 34) bt
Sporting Club Delhi 0
Rajasthan United 1 (Blandon 43)
bt Mumbai City FC 0.

Blasters inch closer to
semi�nal with easy win
over Sporting Club

SUPER CUP

Neeladri Bhattacharjee
BAMBOLIM

X

Israeli strikes on southern Lebanon killed two and wounded seven

on Monday, according to Lebanon’s Health Ministry. Israel said it

killed two Hezbollah members. Attacks hit Doueir and Aita al-Shaab

towns. Israel warned of escalating operations amid renewed

hostilities despite a 2024 ceasefire with Hezbollah. AFP

Lebanon says Israeli strikes on 
south kill two, wound seven

BEIRUT

REUTERS
X

A UN-backed hunger monitor on Monday confirmed famine in

Sudan’s El Fasher and Kadugli after Rapid Support Forces sieges.

The war between RSF and the army has caused mass hunger,

displacement, and violence in the area. The IPC warned famine risk

extends to Tawila, Mellit, and other parts of Darfur. REUTERS

Hunger monitor con�rms famine
in Darfur’s El Fasher, another city

KHARTOUM

REUTERS
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X

Deepti Sharma felt Harmanpreet’s Team India was destined to end

its long wait for an ICC world title at home. “It took us really long to

win the World Cup, but what God has written for you happens only

at the destined time, and I think it was written to take place in

India,” said Player-of-the-Tournament Deepti.

It was destiny that the wait for a
world title ended at home: Deepti

IT HAD TO HAPPEN!

ICC
X

We had a series of camps before the World Cup. The mood was set

there and in Guwahati when we beat Sri Lanka. It’s been fantastic to

work with such a talented and committed group. My playing days

are gone and there’s no imprint in my mind. But, whatever

experience I have, I love to share it — Amol Muzumdar, India coach.

‘Fantastic to work with such a
talented and committed group’

PROUD COACH

EMMANUAL YOGINI
X

The news of her grandmother su�ering a heart attack was not

conveyed to Amanjot Kaur to ensure she didn’t lose focus. “The

news of India’s victory and the outstanding performance by

Amanjot have given a new life to my mother,” her father said.

Amanjot took a vital catch to dismiss Laura Wolvaardt in the final.

Family hides grandmother’s 
heart attack news from Amanjot

A SECRET

EMMANUAL YOGINI
X

The BCCI announced cash reward for the Indian women’s cricket

team. “As a token of appreciation, the BCCI will reward the Indian

women’s cricket team with a cash award of ₹51 crore for winning

the World Cup. It includes all the players, support sta� and national

selection committee,” secretary Devajit Saikia said on Monday.

BCCI announces a cash reward 
of ₹51 crore for Women in Blue

TOKEN OF APPRECIATION

EMMANUAL YOGINI

H
ome World Cups
are funny little
things. If you win,

the sheer scale of history
eclipses everything else. 

For India, it was third
time lucky. 

In 2005 and 2017, Mitha-
li Raj led two di�erent
groups of dreamers who
dared to look for a tri-
umph, but didn’t quite
have all the tools in the
shed.

Much behind giants like
Australia, England, and
even New Zealand, India’s
tall aspirations vanished
without so much as a
whimper.

The 2025 bunch was
battle-hardened. The core
of the side – Harmanpreet
Kaur, Smriti Mandhana, Je-
mimah Rodrigues and
Deepti Sharma – had seen
too many soul-crushing
reality checks across World
Cups and global events like
the Commonwealth
Games. It explained the

change in perspective
when �ghting for ultimate
glory in front of boisterous,
expectation-�lled home
crowd.

This side visualised vic-
tory and operated like
there was no other option.

India is not a champion
without �aws. 

Losses to eventual semi-
�nalists balanced by scrap-
ing through with help from
a large pool of washed-out
matches, particularly in
Colombo, might not have
been the preferred survival
hack. 

But India accepted ev-

ery bit of luck it got. 
With crowds tirelessly

working to get India’s cam-
paign o� ventilator sup-
port, India made the
knockouts, with two
games to prove that it was
better than its recent re-
sults. 

A �ve-wicket triumph
against Australia orches-
trated by Jemimah and
Harmanpreet, and a 52-run
win in the �nal stitched by
Shafali Verma and Deepti
Sharma’s all-round bril-
liance �rmly �xed the
crown on the nation’s
head.

Could this run to ulti-
mate glory have been less
packed with a persistent
tightness in the chest? Of
course. 

India was initially stub-
born about its playing com-
bination and de�ciencies
in critical areas with the
bat. 

A side that dropped
spark for sustenance (Sha-
fali) found itself doggedly
defending stagnancy,
which ultimately brought
the three worrying losses.

India had to admit
shortcomings and eat

humble pie for the cricket-
ing Gods to bestow favour.
The late course corrections
were thankfully right on
time.

The same can’t be said
of the mixed bag of a host-
ing show by India and Sri
Lanka. Scheduling games
in regions during what
have consistently been
monsoon months ruined
valuable opportunities for
nations outside the top
tier. 

Foreign players dealt
with the unsavoury expe-
rience of having their mod-

esty outraged, leading to a
revelatory discourse on the
overwhelmingly dire stan-
dards of safety for women
in public spaces and who
the onus of protection is
on.

Home World Cups this
decade have earned an un-
wanted reputation for be-
ing poorly planned. Venue
and schedule announce-
ments were fashionably
late. 

Tickets sold for astro-
nomical prices and on the
black market, old norms of
consuming the sport in In-
dia, have embraced the
women’s game too. 

Through and despite all
this, the stories of this
bunch of trailblazers, who
carry the regrets of those
before them and the aspi-
rations of those who will
follow, are what should en-
dure. 

A team with seniors and
youngsters taking baby
steps in international crick-
et, in equal measure, have
come together to hoist the
Indian tricolour. 

This isn’t the end of a
long tale, but the begin-
ning of an all-new one.

Despite the hiccups and struggles, Harmanpreet’s side maintains its focus and intensity; Women in Blue realise the dream of winning the 50-over showpiece, and that too in front of the home crowd

ODI WORLD CUP 

From survival to scaling the peak — the India story

Lavanya L

NAVI MUMBAI

It’s a
watershed
moment in

Indian cricket. I don’t
know how many crores
of people must have
watched on TV and
gotten inspired in some
way. The more you have
these kinds of days, the
more inspired people
get

MUZUMDAR
India head coach

It was a
special
campaign for

South Africa. A lot of
good things are going to
happen for this team. To
see how the team has
progressed is humbling.
When nobody gave us a
chance, we gave
ourselves one.
Sometimes, things have
to go wrong to go right

MASHIMBYI
SA head coach

All for one, one for all: It was a triumph to savour for India as well as Pratika who missed the knockouts due to injury. EMMANUAL YOGINI

After a rain-enforced two-
hour delay, Harmanpreet
Kaur walked out of the du-
gout at the D.Y. Patil Stadi-
um here on Sunday to take
a look at the pitch, which
was under covers for most
of the day. 

She put her palms on
the surface and soaked it
all in — the �at track in
front of her as well as the
magnitude of the occasion.

After losing the toss yet
again, India was put in to
bat in the summit clash
against South Africa. While
Harmanpreet knew that
getting runs on the board
was a must, she was also
wary of setting speci�c tar-
gets. “We knew we might
have to bat �rst. We knew
it would be tough condi-
tions, but credit to Smriti
(Mandhana) and Shafali
(Verma). They handled the
�rst 10 overs well,” she
said.

“Our aim was simple –
we knew that if we thought
of a big target, we would
come under pressure. The
main thing was to keep bat-
ting and playing our game.
We tried to put 300 runs
on the board; we were one
run short.”

“We came onto the �eld
as a strong unit. Whenever
needed, we got a break-
through. It was a very good
match,” she added.

The skipper also said
that the mood in the squad
was upbeat after the re-
vised schedule was
released.

“As soon as we got to
know that the (�nal) venue
changed to DY Patil Stadi-
um, we all got so happy be-
cause we’ve always played
good cricket there. The
biggest thing is the crowd —
it’s always so supportive,”
she said.

“When the venue
changed from Bengaluru,
we all started messaging in
the group. We were manif-
esting. We said, “The �nal
is going to be there — we
won’t leave it now.” As
soon as we reached Mum-
bai, we said, ‘We’ve come
home now.’”

The main thing was to keep
playing our game: Harmanpreet
Lavanya L

NAVI MUMBAI

Three years. Three �nals.
Three losses. South Africa
once again came agonis-
ingly close to World Cup
glory, only to fall short in
the �nal stretch.

In the defeat to India in
the �nal at the D.Y. Patil
Stadium, the side fought
till the end in a challenging
299-run chase, but ran out

of wickets and courage to
close out a win.

“I thought we were in
the chase for a very long
time. We were pretty neck-
and-neck with them. I
thought mine and (Anne-
rie) Derksen’s partnership
was pretty big and thought
we could keep it going till
the end,” Laura Wolvaardt
told reporters after India
beat her team to the Wo-
men’s World Cup crown.

“She fell just as we were
trying to launch into the
back ten, and I fell soon af-
ter. I still thought Chloe
Tryon and Nadine de Klerk

could do it together, but I
think we left Nades with a
bit too much to do by her-
self.” The Proteas skipper
also admitted that they
were surprised by India’s
decision to hand Shafali
Verma the ball.

“Didn't really expect her
to bowl much, so a bit of a
surprise factor from there.
She just bowled really
slowly and front of the
hand and picked up a few

wickets. You don’t want to
lose wickets to a part-time
bowler in a World Cup �-
nal,” she explained.

“It was frustrating that
she was able to pick up two
and two big ones as well.
We had to err on the side of
caution to not give her any
more wickets. She bowled
pretty well. It was frustrat-
ing because she’s not really
the person we planned
for.”

Wolvaardt rues losing big wickets to Shafali
Lavanya L

NAVI MUMBAI

India just
wanted it
more. To win

a World Cup at home is
very special

MASHIMBYI
SA head coach
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The Afghanistan Cricket Board (ACB) on Monday
announced the tenure of head coach Jonathan
Trott will o�cially conclude following the ICC
T20 World Cup 2026, set to take place in
February. This decision comes as part of ACB’s
long-term strategic planning for the next phase of
the national team’s growth, according to a
release from ACB. 

Afghanistan coach Trott set to
part ways after 2026 T20 WC

World’s oldest Olympic champion, former track
cyclist Charles Coste, passed away aged 101,
French sports minister Marina Ferrari
announced on Sunday. Coste won gold at the
1948 London Olympics and was a torch bearer at
the 2024 Paris Games. Coste passed away on
Thursday.

Oldest Olympic champion
Coste passes away at 101

INBRIEF
�

Ranji Trophy: Star Sports Khel & JioHotstar, 9.30 a.m.

Chess: World Cup, FIDE YouTube channel, 3 p.m.

Champions League: Sony Sports Ten 2, 5 & LIV, 11.15 p.m. 

LIVE TELECAST

�

Y
ash Rathod has
been the backbone
of Vidarbha’s bat-

ting unit since last year,
and the vice-captain bur-
nished his credentials with
a sparkling century on day
three of the Ranji Trophy
clash against Tamil Nadu
here at the Sri Ramakrish-
na College ground on
Monday.

Rathod’s serene 133
(189b, 15x4) ensured the
defending champion made
501 in its �rst innings and
secured a massive 210-run
�rst-innings lead.

Resuming the day on 211
for two, TN’s chance to
stay alive in the game de-
pended on taking early
wickets. Skipper R. Sai
Kishore did just that when
he had the well-set Dhruv
Shorey stumped. 

Just when the hosts
sni�ed an opening, Rathod
�rmly shut the door when
he started aggressively by
going after the spinners
and raced into his 40s at
more than a run-a-ball.

The most impressive
part of his batting was that
he did so without taking
any risks. 

The left-hander
smashed o�-spinner Mo-
hamed Ali for three boun-
daries in an over, which in-
cluded a cut, a �ick
through midwicket, and a

crisp on-drive using his
feet. 

Rathod found good sup-
port from overnight batter
R. Samarth, who scored a
grinding half-century and
was happy to play second
�ddle to the former. 

Once TN took the se-
cond new ball, Rathod
held himself back and built
his innings gradually, pil-
ing on the agony for the
home team. Alongside his
skipper, Akshay Wadkar,
he added 130 for the �fth
wicket.

Later, Nachiket Bhute,
who scalped a �ve-for in
the �rst innings, rubbed
salt into the wound by
smashing an unbeaten
half-century to push Vi-

darbha’s total past 500.

Yet again, TN’s bowling
attack appeared hapless
and was a one-man show
with Sai Kishore shoulder-
ing the burden as he
scalped his 14th �ve-wicket
haul. Heading into the �nal
day, the TN batters need to
bat out of their skin to
avoid a second straight de-
feat at home and at least
salvage a point.

The scores: Tamil Nadu - 1st

innings: 291

Vidarbha-1st innings: Aman
Mokhade c Vimal b Sai Kishore
80, Satyam Bhoyar c Andre
Siddarth b Sai Kishore 11, Dhruv
Shorey st Athish b Sai Kishore 82,
R. Samarth c Mohamed Ali b
Trilok 56, Yash Rathod c Athish b
Sai Kishore 133, Akshay Wadkar c

Pradosh b Trilok 43, Akshay
Karnewar c Athish b Trilok 4,
Nachiket Bhute (not out) 51,
Parth Rekhade c Chandrasekar b
Sai Kishore 21, Lalit Yadav b
Chandrasekar 0, Praful Hinge st
Athish b Chandrasekar 0, Extras
(b-6, lb-10, w-2, nb-2): 20; Total
(in 148.4 overs): 501

Fall of wickets: 1-37, 2-160,
3-223, 4-293, 5-423, 6-425, 7-438,
8-500, 9-501

Tamil Nadu bowling: Warrier
25-2-75-0, Sai Kishore
52-11-150-5, Chandrasekar
30.4-0-100-2, Trilok 25-2-98-3,
Mohamed Ali 14-0-56-0, Vimal
Khumar 1-0-4-0, Shahrukh Khan
1-0-2-0.

Tamil Nadu - 2nd innings: S.R.
Athish (batting) 2, R. Vimal
Khumar (batting) 4; Total (for no
loss in five overs): 6

Vidarbha bowling: Bhute
3-1-3-0, Rekhade 2-0-3-0.

The vice-captain’s 189-ball 133 secures a big lead for the defending champion; skipper Sai Kishore’s

14th �ve-wicket haul the silver lining for the hosts; Samarth and Bhute score half-centuries

RANJI TROPHY

Yash Rathod’s ton puts
Vidarbha in the box seat 

S. Dipak Ragav
COIMBATORE

Putting on a show: Rathod’s hundred has set the defending champion on the path to victory. 

M. PERIASAMY

Elite: Group A: 

Cuttack: Andhra 475/7 decl. vs.
Odisha 151 in 56.4 overs (Gourav
Choudhury 48, Sandeep Pattnaik
58) & 190/2 in 58 overs (Gourav
Choudhury 79 batting, Sandeep
Pattnaik 63).

Ranchi: Jharkhand 510/8 decl.
vs. Nagaland 154 in 73.5 overs
(Dega Nischal 41, Chetan Bist 46
n.o., Anukul Roy 8/55) & 104/5 in
36 overs (Rongsen Jonathan 50).

Vadodara: Baroda vs. Uttar
Pradesh (no play).

Coimbatore: Tamil Nadu 291 &
6/0 in five overs vs. Vidarbha 501
in 148.4 overs (Aman Mokhade
80, Dhruv Shorey 82, R. Samarth
56, Yash Rathod 133, Akshay
Wadkar 43, Nachiket Bhute 51
n.o., R. Sai Kishore 5/150).

Group B: Nashik: Saurashtra
165/1 in 50 overs (Harvik Desai 70
batting, Jay Gohil 74 batting) vs.
Maharashtra.

New Chandigarh: Punjab 325
vs. Goa 439/3 in 107 overs
(Suyash Prabhudessai 149,

Manthan Khutkar 86, Abhinav
Tejrana 131, Snehal Kauthankar
54 batting).

Indore: Madhya Pradesh 384/8
decl. in 106 overs (Harpreet Singh
116, Venkatesh Iyer 65, Aryan
Pandey 40, Jagjit Singh 5/69) vs.
Chandigarh 236/4 in 68 overs
(Shivam Bhambri 52, Manan
Vohra 52, Ankit Kaushik 59
batting).

Mangalapuram: Karnataka
586/5 decl. vs. Kerala 238 in 95
overs (B. Aparajith 88, Vidhwath
Kaverappa 4/42) & 10/0 in three
overs.

Group C: Agartala: Bengal 336
in 115.5 overs (Sudip Kumar
Gharami 108, Shakir Habib
Gandhi 95, Shahbaz Ahmed 40)
vs. Tripura 273/7 in 78 overs
(Hanuma Vihari 121 batting,
Manisankar Murasingh 42
batting, Mohammed Kaif 4/53).

Guwahati: Railways 224 in 65
overs (Vivek Singh 43, Bhargav
Merai 73 n.o.) vs. Assam 99/1 in
30 overs (Swarupam Purkayastha

Mahipal Lomror 41, Deepak
Hooda 248, Kartik Sharma 139).

Nadaun: Himachal Pradesh 318
& 303 in 70.2 overs (Ekant Sen 68,
Akash Vasisht 101 n.o., Mayank
Dagar 52) vs. Hyderabad 278 in
75.2 overs (Chama Milind 98,
Vaibhav Arora 4/51) & 8/0 in four
overs.

Plate: Patna: Meghalaya 235/4
in 82 overs (Ajay Duhan 129,
Swastic Chettri 54 batting) vs
Bihar. Toss: Bihar.

Ahmedabad: Manipur 505/3
decl. bt Arunachal Pradesh 247 in
78 overs (Licha Jhon 59,
Myendung Singpho 77, Bishworjit
Konthoujam 4/41) & 139 in 48.3
overs (Bishworjit Konthoujam
4/27). 

Points: Manipur 7(11),

Arunachal 0(0).

Anand: Mizoram 424 in 105 overs
(Lalhruaizela 43, Armaan Ja�er
178, Codanda Ajit Karthik 54, K.C.
Cariappa 58, Kranthi Kumar 4/75)
vs. Sikkim 158/3 in 56 overs (Amit
Rajera 47 batting).

70 batting).

Ahmedabad: Gujarat 163 &
113/8 in 45 overs (Urvil Patel 44)
vs. Haryana 239 in 84.5 overs
(Dheeru Singh 41, Parth Vats 48,
Yashvardhan Dalal 55 n.o.,
Siddharth Desai 4/43).

Delhi: Uttarakhand 257 & 88 in
38 overs (Arjun Sharma 6/41,
Vikas Yadav 4/22) vs. Services 223
in 88.2 overs (Mohit Ahlawat 75,
Ravi Chauhan 51, Mayank Mishra
4/86) & 71/5 in 30 overs.

Group D: Raipur: Jammu &
Kashmir 394 vs. Chhattisgarh
297/6 in 115 overs (Ashutosh
Singh 90, Amandeep Khare 73
batting).

Delhi: Delhi 294 & 76/0 in 23
overs (Arpit Rana 40 batting) vs.
Pondicherry 481 in 117.1 overs
(Ajay Rohera 151, Paras
Ratnaparkhe 43, Anand Bais 48,
Aman Khan 66, Jayant Yadav 71).

Jaipur: Mumbai 254 & 89/0 in 22
overs (Yashasvi Jaiswal 56
batting) vs. Rajasthan 617/6 decl.
in 153.3 overs (Sachin Yadav 92,

RANJI SCORES — ROUND 3 (DAY THREE)

�

Jannik Sinner won the Pa-
ris Masters for the �rst
time, beating Felix Auger-
Aliassime 6-4, 7-6(4) on
Sunday as the four-time
Grand Slam champion re-
claimed his position atop
the world rankings.

The 24-year-old’s mai-
den crown in Paris, cou-
pled with incumbent
World No. 1 Carlos Alcaraz
crashing out early in the
tournament, will see Sin-

ner return to the pinnacle
of men’s tennis when the
ATP rankings are updated
on Monday. The Italian
�rst claimed the No. 1 rank-
ing in June last year and
held it for 65 weeks until
he lost the US Open title
match to Alcaraz in Sep-
tember. 

Even sweeter
Reclaiming top spot from
his rival in Paris will taste
even sweeter for Sinner af-
ter he went down in a �ve-
set �nal to Alcaraz at Ro-
land-Garros earlier in the
season. “I’m of course hap-
py,” Sinner said.

Sinner back as 
World No. 1 with 
Paris Masters win

Back on top: Sinner denied a fighting Auger-Aliassime in the final.

AFP

TENNIS

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

The Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation (IOA) has an-
nounced cash rewards for
medallists at the recently
concluded third Asian
Youth Games in Bahrain.
The Indian contingent �n-
ished with 48 medals.

The gold medallists will
get ₹5 lakh each, silver and
bronze medallists will be
given 3 lakh and 2 lakh
each, while fourth-place
�nishers will get ₹50,000
each. Coaches of medal-
winning athletes will re-
ceive ₹1,00,000 each. The
kabaddi teams will be gi-
ven ₹10,00,000 each.

IOA to give away cash
reward to medallists of
Asian Youth Games 

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

Jannik Sinner and Carlos Alcaraz will face o� in
an exhibition match in South Korea in January
ahead of the Australian Open, organisers said on
Monday. Italy’s Sinner usurped his rival from
Spain as world No. 1 after winning the Paris
Masters for the �rst time on Sunday. The two best
players in men’s tennis will meet in the Hyundai
Card Super Match on January 10 at Incheon. 

Sinner, Alcaraz for exhibition
match in South Korea 

India’s Malkeet Singh and Hussain Khan started
their campaign on a winning note on the opening
day of the IBSF World snooker championships in
Doha on Monday. Malkeet outplayed Essa Al
Qubaisi of Qatar 4-0 in the opening round of the
�rst stage of men’s competition. Later, Hussain
scored a 4-0 win over Shivan Mohammedali of
Sweden. The highlight of the Indian’s win was a
�ne break of 61 in the fourth frame. Paras Gupta
and Dhvaj Haria are the other two Indians in the
fray in the �rst stage.

Malkeet and Hussain win 
in opening round

Hockey India and the
Sports Ministry on Monday
announced plans to cele-
brate 100 years of Indian
Hockey on November 7 at
the National Stadium here,
including programmes
across the country.

The centenary celebra-
tion events in the national
capital will include a 30-
minute exhibition match in
the morning between
Sports Minister XI and
Hockey India Mixed XI,
with players from both the
men’s and women’s junior
and senior national teams
participating, felicitation
of former players and re-
lease of an o�cial com-
memorative volume titled
100 Years of Indian Hock-
ey, chronicling the sport’s
journey.

A photo exhibition of

rare archival photographs,
memorabilia, and Olympic
moments from 1928 till
date will also be held at the
Major Dhyan Chand Na-
tional Stadium along with
entertainment pro-
grammes throughout the
day. 

Across the country, the
federation plans to host
1400 matches, both men
and women, simultaneous-
ly across 550 districts in-
volving more than 36,000
players at the grassroots. 

“As India celebrates 100
years of hockey, we ho-
nour a century of pride,
perseverance, and national
glory. This milestone is an
occasion to remember our
heroes who brought ho-
nour to the country and to
draw inspiration from their
journey. 

“Hockey is more than
just a sport for India – it is
part of our identity and
collective spirit,” Sports
Minister Mansukh Manda-
viya said.

HI announces
centenary celebrations

HOCKEY

Sports Bureau 
NEW DELHI

Lamine Yamal scored early
as Barcelona rebounded
from its clasico defeat by
beating Elche 3-1 at home
to regain second place in
LaLiga. Ferran Torres and
Marcus Rashford also
scored for Barcelona on
Sunday, a week after it lost
1-2 at Real Madrid. Barcelo-
na is �ve points behind
league leader Real Madrid. 

In Serie A, Strahinja Pav-
lovic scored the only goal
as AC Milan edged Roma
1-0 to prevent the capital
club from taking top spot
in the league on Sunday.

Roma was hoping to
move two points clear at
the summit after reigning
champion and leader Na-
poli was held to a goalless
draw on Saturday by
Como.

But Pavlovic’s strike and

a late missed penalty from
Paulo Dybala ensured Mi-
lan instead climbed into
third place, level on points
with both second-placed
Inter and Roma, which
dropped to fourth.

Erling Haaland’s relent-
less streak is maintaining
Manchester City’s title
challenge as it reduced the
gap to leader Arsenal back
to six points after he
scored twice in City’s 3-1
win over AFC Bourne-

mouth. “Important win,”
said Haaland. “It’s good to
bounce back after losing a
bad away game. I tried to
contribute for the team by
doing my job.”

Top results: 

LaLiga: Barcelona 3 (Yamal 9,
Torres 12, Rashford 61) bt Elche 1
(Mir 42); Real Betis 3 (Antony 10,
34, Abde 37) bt Mallorca 0.

Serie A: Parma 1 (Bernabe 1) lost
to Bologna 3 (Castro 17, 68,
Miranda 90+2); AC Milan 1
(Pavlovic 39) bt Roma 0.

Barcelona gets back to winning
ways; Milan edges Roma

Breaking the deadlock: Yamal scores Barcelona's first. AFP

EURO LEAGUES

Agencies
MADRID

Bayern Munich’s trip to
holder Paris Saint-Germain
in the Champions League
on Tuesday is a test to de-
termine where it stands
among the European elite
this season.

Bayern has won 15 from
15 matches in all competi-
tions so far this campaign,
setting a new record for
the best start to a season in
the top �ve European
leagues. 

The incredible start has
Bayern dreaming of Cham-
pions League glory.

But taking on the Euro-
pean champion in its own
backyard will provide the
Bavarian giants a clearer
understanding of where it
measures up.

Bayern has had an in-
credible start to the sea-
son, breaking a record set

by AC Milan in 1992-93.
Bayern has only been

behind for �ve minutes
during its run, in Wednes-
day’s 4-1 German Cup win

over Cologne.
The Bavarians have bea-

ten the teams placed se-
cond to �fth in the Bundes-
liga table domestically, as
well as Club World Cup
winner Chelsea.

Coach Vincent Kompa-
ny has Bayern �ring across
the park but the star of the
show has undoubtedly
been Harry Kane.

“We’ve won 15 games,
that’s good. But it has to
continue — it’s not enough
yet,” Kompany told fans at
Bayern’s AGM on Sunday.

Bayern’s Paris visit a litmus
test for both teams 

Apple of the eye: Bayern’s hopes will be pinned on Kane finding

the net. AP

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Agence France-Presse
MUNICH

�

The schedule

Napoli vs Frankfurt; Slavia
Prague vs Arsenal (both at 11.15
p.m., Tuesday).
Atletico vs Union St. Gilloise;
Bodo/ Glimt vs Monaco; Juventus
vs Sporting CP; Liverpool vs Real
Madrid; Olympiacos vs PSV;
PSG vs Bayern; Tottenham vs
København (all at 1.30 a.m.,
Wednesday).
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B
elief might not be able to move
physical mountains, but it can
de�nitely win you a World
Cup. Ask India captain

Harmanpreet Kaur.
An ODI World Cup campaign that

started with so much promise found itself
precariously on the edge of a cli� after
three losses to the tournament’s eventual
semi�nalists. India kept calm to make the
knockouts and never looked back. 

“We felt we could win from the �rst
ball itself,” Harmanpreet told reporters
after India clinched the title.

“A lot of things changed for us —
especially our self-belief. We have played
good cricket for a long time. We knew
what we could do as a team. Toss doesn’t
matter because we don’t normally win
those anyway!” she quipped to much
laughter from the press.

“It was a very good match. It seems
easy to say now, but there was a lot of
tension in between when they were
batting. Laura (Wolvaardt) barely gave us
a chance,” she added. 

The Women in Blue stumbled midway
through the tournament, the consecutive
defeats to South Africa, Australia and
England making fans worry about the
team missing the knockouts.

“The last month has been very
interesting. It’s very rare for one to stay
positive despite things not going your
way. Not a single player said, “What will
we do now?” Everybody just thought, “It’s
okay.” After losing the England match, we
were really heartbroken. We were about
to win that match, but we collapsed. We
had seen this in the past. Amol sir said,
‘You can’t make the same mistakes again
and again. You have to cross that line.’
That night changed a lot for us. It had an
impact on everyone.”

South Africa didn’t make that any
easier. Laura Wolvaardt’s century helped
the Proteas take the chase deep.
Harmanpreet could be spotted talking to
herself constantly as she worked to keep
spirits high on the �eld. 

“I was just telling them — keep faith.
We’ve worked really hard for this.
Opportunities will come, and we have to
grab them. ODI cricket is long — there are
many phases you have to tick o� again
and again.”

Against South Africa in the �nal, India
was cheered on by a 39,555-strong crowd,
which helped keep the Proteas in the hot
seat all the way through. 

“We could de�nitely feel pockets of
pressure when we were batting. They
(India) would take a few wickets, and then
you really felt the pressure to hang in
there and build partnerships again. We
perhaps crumbled a little bit at the end
there,” Wolvaardt admitted.

Despite falling just short of the 300-run

mark, Harmanpreet kept faith in her
bowlers’ abilities to put the squeeze on
South Africa.

“We know our spinners have always
been our biggest strength. As soon as
Deepti (Sharma) and Shree Charani came,
we would start getting wickets. When we
went in, we thought we just needed 10
good balls. We just need 10 wickets. Don’t
look at the scoreboard, because if you do,
you’ll feel pressure. Just think — we have
to deliver 10 good balls, take 10 wickets,
and the job is done,” Harmanpreet
explained.

“And that’s exactly what happened. We
focused on wickets. We knew there would
be partnerships — they have also come to
play hard cricket — but we would only
look for wickets. And as the wickets came,
we kept talking — three more to go, two
more, one more — and kept believing.”

Positives galore
While South Africa was undone by
one-the-money deliveries in the �nal, it
had many bright spots in its run this
campaign. Disciplined seamers, brave
performances from the lower order with
the bat.

“I’m pretty proud of the way that we
were able to play spin. It’s been a big
talking point within this group. With it,
we’ve made it to the �nal of a World Cup
in subcontinent conditions too. The
seamers had a good tournament too; at
some points, they bowled better than our
spinners, economy-wise,” Wolvaardt
stated.

Wolvaardt’s own imperious knockouts
form stand out in a stellar campaign. Two
back-to-back centuries in the business
end of the tournament gave her some
con�dence in a year she labelled as less
than ideal with the bat. 

“My ODI cricket has come a long way
in this tournament. To win games, you
have to be positive and aggressive. I have
tried to explore that a bit in this
tournament. It hasn’t been my best year
in ODI cricket. I was a bit too conservative
and one-dimensional,” she said.

“I am happy with the di�erent options
I was able to bring in through this
tournament. Today, I scored quite a lot of
leg-side runs or a few leg-side boundaries,

which is something I’ve been working on
to open up di�erent spaces because
teams often stack the o�side and dot me
up there.”

Injury struggles
India, meanwhile, had to deal with a host
of issues en route to the �nal: the team
setup, mounting dot ball percentage, top
order’s struggles initially and sub-par
�elding, to name a few. While they
managed to get on top of all of that by the
end, the one thing they could do nothing
about was injuries, which hit morale
before and during the tournament. 

“We didn’t want Pratika (Rawal) to face
any such thing. When she got injured,
everybody was crying. 

“Even before that, when Yastika
(Bhatia) got injured during our training
camp, everybody was crying because this
team is very special. They pray for each
other. They stay together in ups and
downs,” Harmanpreet said.

“First, Yastika leaving the team was
heartbreaking for us. Then, when we
were just starting to do well, Pratika got
injured. But when Shafali came, we didn’t
want her to feel that she came in under an
injury cloud. Even Pratika was so positive.
I think everyone took everything
positively. They didn’t think, “Why is this
happening to us?” Before the tournament
started, we had an injury; in the middle of
the tournament, we had a big injury. Yet,
everybody was so positive. Everyone was
thinking that our end goal was this
trophy. We worked hard and this is the
result.”

As the Women in Blue inched closer to
victory before a capacity crowd at the D.Y.
Patil Stadium here, social media and
broadcasting channels were �ooded with
comparisons to the 1983 World Cup
victory by Kapil Dev’s side and India’s
inspirational run in a home World Cup in
2011. Harmanpreet, too, much like Kapil
did then, took an important catch to seal
the game in India’s favour. The parallels
are not lost on the 36-year-old. 

“I’ve played many World Cups with
Smriti. Every time we lost, we went home
heartbroken and stayed quiet for a few
days. When we returned, we always said
— we have to start again from ball one. It

was heartbreaking because we played so
many World Cups — reaching �nals,
semi�nals, and sometimes not even that
far. We were always thinking, when will
we break this.

“We have been talking about this for
many years — we’ve been playing good
cricket, but we had to win one big
tournament. Without that, we couldn’t
talk about change. 

“At the end of the day, fans and the
audience want to see their favourite team
win. It’s not that we weren’t playing good
cricket, but we were waiting badly for this
moment, and today we got a chance to
live it.”

Honouring legends
One of the most memorable images of the
night was the side calling former
cricketers Mithali Raj, Jhulan Goswami,
Reema Malhotra, Anjum Chopra, and
others to take part in the celebrations, as
an acknowledgment of the paths they
paved for the generations that followed.

“Jhulan Di was my biggest support.
When I joined the team, she was leading
it. She always supported me in my early
days when I was very raw and didn’t
know much about cricket. I used to play
with boys, and the school principal
picked me up, and within a year, I started
representing the country,” she said.

“In the initial days, Anjum supported
me a lot. I always remember how she
used to take me along with her team. I
learnt a lot from her and passed it on to
my team. Both of them have been a great
support for me. I’m very grateful that I got
to share a special moment with them. It
was a very emotional moment. I think we
all were waiting for this. Finally, we were
able to touch this trophy.”

An embrace with Jhulan turned into a
big hug with everyone in tears.

Meanwhile, despite it being a third
defeat in as many World Cup �nals for
South Africa, Wolvaardt chose to focus on
the positives of an undoubtedly spirited
campaign.

“To make it all the way to the �nal is
really awesome. We played some good
cricket through this tournament. At one
stage, we won �ve games in a row, which
is really big for this group. We were
searching for a consistency that we don’t
necessarily have in bilaterals,” the
26-year-old opening batter said.

“Making the 2023 T20 World Cup �nal
helped put domestic contracts in place,
which was big for our depth as a team.
The 2024 T20 World Cup �nal made us
bigger names in cricket. 

“We’re the team that is consistently
making �nals now, whereas before, it was
maybe a one-time thing. I am really proud
of making the �nals three times in a row.
It shows that we’re doing something right
domestically and from a squad
perspective. Hopefully, we can keep doing
that and one day, we can win one!”

‘We’ve been playing good cricket, but
we had to win one big tournament’

Harmanpreet, the 36-year-old India skipper, reveals how the loss against England in the league stage provided the trigger for the dramatic turnaround

THE QUOTES

�

I have played many World Cups
with Smriti. Every time we lost,
we went home heartbroken
and stayed quiet for a few days
— Harmanpreet

�

When we went in to defend the
total in the final against, we
thought we just needed 10
good balls and 10 wickets 
— Harmanpreet

�

To make it all the way to the
final is really awesome. We
played some good cricket
through this tournament. At
one stage, we won five games
in a row, which is really big for
this group 
— Wolvaardt

�

We’re the team that is
consistently making finals now,
whereas before, it was maybe a
one-time thing 
— Wolvaardt

Lavanya L
NAVI MUMBAI

EMMANUAL YOGINI

614ca840-83e8-4940-9cc4-811e5e2cb9bc

614ca840-83e8-4940-9cc4-811e5e2cb9bc



S VJ-VJECM
YK

THE HINDU 

II Tuesday, November 4, 2025
Vijayawada

SCIENCE

For feedback and suggestions

for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

X

QUESTION 1

What is the standardised system in
biology that names each species with
two Latinised words? The first word is
capitalised and denotes the genus
while the second is in lowercase and
denotes the specific epithet. This
system was formalised by an
18th-century Swedish naturalist to
ensure universal, unambiguous
scientific names were used
worldwide.
X

QUESTION 2

When it comes to describing species,
what term refers to the single
physical specimen designated by an
author as the name-bearing reference
for that species? Such a specimen is
typically curated in a museum or

herbarium, and other specimens are
compared to it to confirm their identity.
X

QUESTION 3

What do biologists call a single branch on an
evolutionary family tree that starts with one
ancestor and includes every descendant from
it? This natural group is identified by shared,
newly evolved traits and is the basic unit used
to compare relationships among species.
X

QUESTION 4

Name the evolutionary process in which
distantly related lineages independently
acquire similar adaptations because they face
comparable environmental pressures or
ecological niches. As a result, they produce
structures that look alike, such as streamlined
bodies in sharks and dolphins, that are simply
analogous rather than inherited from a recent
common ancestor.
X

QUESTION 5

What method identifies species by
sequencing a short, standard stretch of
DNA, such as the COI gene in animals, and
comparing it to a reference library to find
a match? It works even with fragments,
eggs or larvae when visible features are
missing.
Answers to October 28 quiz:
1. Hydrocarbon with carbon atoms
bonded at right angles – Ans: Cubane

2. Platinum complex whose cis form is
medically useful – Ans: Platin

3. Ring-shaped molecule drawn with a
circle inside a ring – Ans: Benzene

4. Aromatic compounds with chirality but
no chiral centres – Ans: Helicene

5. Naphthalene isomer with a visible
colour yet also aromatic – Ans: Azulene

Visual: Xylene

First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | Tamal
Biswas | Anmol Agrawal | Stan James |
Disha Singh

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

The tough task of classifying animals

X

Visual: Name this English naturalist and biogeographer who developed the
theory of evolution by natural selection independently of Charles Darwin.
PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Please send in your answers to 

science@thehindu.co.in

Vasudevan Mukunth

M
ost animals spend more energy
as they move faster. Shorter
periods of contact between the

foot and the ground require muscles to
generate force more quickly, driving up
the metabolic cost.

Kangaroos and their relatives
(macropods) are exceptions to this rule,
however. Classic treadmill studies have
shown that red kangaroos and tammar
wallabies can hop faster with only a slight
increase in oxygen demand, puzzling
biomechanics researchers.

Past studies have pointed to their ankle
extensor muscle-tendon units, which can
store and return elastic energy like
springs, but that alone couldn’t explain
why large macropods don’t incur energy
costs that other similar quadrupeds do.
Attempts to crack the mystery using stride
timing or breathing coordination fell short
as well and didn’t distinguish small from
large macropods.

A new study by researchers from
Australia, the UK, and the US, reported in
eLife, may have �nally found the answer.
The researchers focused on posture, i.e.,
the combination of joint angles a
kangaroo adopts when its foot is on the
ground. They found that posture actively
modulated the leverage at the ankle and
could raise the amount of elastic energy
returned as the kangaroo moves faster. If
this model is validated, it would mean
kangaroos can meet higher mechanical
demands without their muscles
performing extra work, thus delinking
speed from metabolic cost.

The researchers recorded 3D motion
and ground forces from 16 red and
eastern grey kangaroos hopping at 2-4.5
m/s on force plates. Then they built a
scaled musculoskeletal model on a
computer to model the joint kinematics,

joint rotations, e�ective mechanical
advantage, ankle work, and Achilles
tendon stress.

As they hopped faster, the team found
that kangaroos bent their legs more when
they slowed down, with the ankle
bending upward more and the toes
pressing down harder. The Achilles
tendon was pulled harder, like stretching
a thicker rubber band. Ground forces and
the twisting force at the ankle also rose.
This geometry allowed the tendon to
store more energy when the foot �rst
landed, and return it as the animal
pushed o�.

Importantly, even though both the
‘soaking up’ part upon landing and the
‘push o�’ part got bigger at higher
speeds, they balance out over each hop.
As a result, the ankle’s total work per hop
stayed roughly constant. Instead, the
tendon was doing more of the job, and
the muscles didn’t have to burn much
extra energy.

On the �ip side, because kangaroos run
their tendons hard, the study warned that
there wouldn’t be much of a safety
margin before something could fail. This,
in turn, meant the biomechanics of the
kangaroos’ hop could limit how big they
could get and how sharply they can turn.

The researchers also wrote in their
paper that “future work should examine a
broader range of body sizes”, could assess
“tendon stress at fast speeds” — perhaps
“with a di�erent experimental or
modelling approach … as kangaroos in
enclosures seem unwilling to hop faster
over force plates — and also “understand
how posture and muscles throughout the
whole body contribute to kangaroo
energetics”.

Does posture 
help kangaroos
increase speed 
without burning 
more energy?

A kangaroo springs away from a bushfire in
Snowy Valley, Australia. AFP 

Posture actively modulates the
leverage at the ankle and could
raise the amount of elastic
energy returned. If this model is
validated, it would delink speed
from metabolic cost

Vasudevan Mukunth

H
eavy metals are polluting the
Cauvery River and its �sh,
researchers from Tamil Nadu
have reported. They have also

cautioned against consuming “regular” or
“excessive” amounts of �sh from here.

The study was conducted by a team at
Bharathidasan University in
Tiruchirappalli and was published in the
journal Environmental Earth Sciences in
August.

Scientists from the university
studied the spatial distribution of and
ecological risks due to heavy metals in
sediments from 18 sites along the river
and �sh from 10 sites, from August 2023
to February 2024. 

They focused their analysis
on chromium, cadmium, copper, lead
and zinc.

They found that the accumulation of
heavy metals in �sh tissues varied
signi�cantly across species, with several
exceeding the threshold values for
non-carcinogenic (non-cancer-causing)
and carcinogenic health risks, especially
for cadmium and lead, they found.

Human v. natural sources
Rajaram Rajendran, in the marine science
department at Bharathidasan University
and one of the authors of the report, said
his team’s study holds signi�cant
ecological, environmental, and public
health relevance because it provides a
comprehensive assessment of heavy
metal contamination in the Cauvery river
basin.

“It highlights the pressing impacts of
urbanisation, industrial e�uents, and
agricultural runo� on sediment and
freshwater �sh quality,” he said.

The team also found what it described
as a notable variation in metal
concentrations across the various sites.

“The detection of cadmium and lead as
primary contaminants of concern, with
levels exceeding threshold limits in some
�sh species, underscores the potential
risks to both ecosystem health and
human consumers,” Dr. Rajendran said.

The scientists used several pollution
indices, each index being a number that
evaluates the pollution levels of soils and
sediments, calculated using the
concentration of speci�c elements relative
to their background levels.

They included Igeo, or the
geoaccumulation index, to determine
heavy metal pollution in sediments;
contamination factor; the contamination
degree; the pollution load index; and the
potential ecological risk.

Dr. Rajendran said that by integrating
Igeo and the potential ecological risk
indices with multivariate statistical
analyses, the study was able to
“e�ectively” distinguish between
anthropogenic, or human origin, and
natural sources vis-à-vis heavy metals.

“This approach provides valuable
insights into the dynamics of metal
bioaccumulation and pollution pathways
in a tropical river system under rapid
industrial and urban development,” Dr.
Rajendran said.

The study “provides valuable, updated
insight into the scale and risks of heavy
metal pollution in freshwater �sh
populations of the Cauvery river,” Nikita
Gupta, a researcher at the Vellore
Institute of Technology, who, along with
her colleague, School of Biosciences and

Technology assistant professor
Sathiavelu Arunachalam, has studied
heavy metal pollution in tilapia �sh in
the Cauvery.

She added that the new paper
highlighted the presence as well as the
distribution of key toxic metals in
multiple local �sh species — “a critical
concern given the river’s importance for
drinking water, �sheries, and
agriculture in Southern India.”

Fish consumption
The �ndings have direct implications for
public health: while occasional �sh
consumption may not pose immediate
threats, prolonged exposure could lead
to cumulative non-carcinogenic and
carcinogenic risks, particularly from
cadmium and lead.

The risk depends on both the amount
consumed, the frequency of intake, and
the age of the individual, Dr. Rajendran
said.

“Based on various risk assessment
indices from this study, consuming �sh
twice a week, with a portion size of 250
g per serving, is considered safe,” he
estimated.

Earlier, Ms. Gupta and Dr.
Arunachalam had estimated the health
risk posed by heavy metals in tilapia �sh
using atomic absorption spectroscopy.
In November 2024, they reported in
Frontiers Public Health that the hazard
quotient for cadmium, cobalt, lead, and
chromium in the �sh’s liver, cobalt and
chromium in the gills, and the cobalt in
muscle “showed a signi�cant health risk
from the combined e�ects of these
metals”.

The potential health risk to humans is
mainly due to exposure to cadmium and
chromium, they added.

Like the new study, the researchers
advised moderate �sh consumption to
limit the bioaccumulation of heavy

metals in the body.
“Our study is among the �rst to

provide a thorough, multi-organ and
multi-metal health risk assessment for
tilapia consumers in the Cauvery basin,
delivering actionable data for consumers,
regulators, and health authorities,” Ms.
Gupta said.

The new study took these �ndings
further.

“In our publication, we focused on one
�sh species whose samples we could
acquire,” Ms. Gupta said. “However, in
this new publication, we learn that the
same phenomenon of heavy metal
accumulation in �sh is observed in
multiple regional �sh species. This
broadens the claim that indeed the heavy
metal pollution in the Cauvery is a fact.”

“Evidence that some metals,
particularly cadmium and lead, pose
carcinogenic and non-carcinogenic risks,
including through biomagni�cation up
the food chain,” she added. “This result
agrees with the �ndings of our study.”

Using US Environment Protection
Agency guidelines, the Vellore Institute of
Technology researchers found that the
target hazard quotient for several metals
exceeded 1, which is the threshold for
concern, in the liver, gills, and sometimes
even muscles, “indicating real human
health risks from regular exposure,” Ms.
Gupta said.

Scienti�c basis
Dr. Rajendran said his study “exposes
gaps in current environmental
management practices and emphasises
the need for continuous monitoring of

sediments, water, and aquatic
organisms, stricter pollution control and
regulatory enforcement, policy
interventions to manage industrial
emissions and unsustainable land-use
practices, and enhanced public
awareness to mitigate health risks.”

There is an urgent call for systematic,
longitudinal monitoring of riverine
contamination and more stringent
regulation of e�uent discharge into the
Cauvery, Ms. Gupta added.

The new study is especially
signi�cant for providing a
contemporary, region-speci�c
health-risk assessment and thus a
much-needed scienti�c basis for local
authorities to design regulatory and
public health interventions, she added.

Industrial e�uents, from textile and
electroplating units operating near
Erode stretch, are major contributors to
heavy metal contamination. Other
sources include agricultural runo�, from
fertilizers and pesticides, and untreated
urban wastewater.

There is some natural contribution,
even if at lower levels, due to the
presence of mineralised zones upstream
of the river; they are important sources
of iron in particular. “However, the
elevated and variable levels of cadmium,
chromium, and lead are highly
indicative of human-driven
contamination,” Ms. Gupta said.

There have been similar reports from
other rivers in Tamil Nadu. Researchers
from the SRM Institute of Science and
Technology in Kattankulathur, for
example, studied heavy metal
contamination on surface waters in the
Noyyal river basin in western Tamil
Nadu and reported that industrial
activity was an important contributor of
contaminants.

(T.V. Padma is a science journalist in
New Delhi. tvpadma_10@yahoo.co.in)

Heavy metals found in Cauvery �sh;
study advises reducing consumption
While occasional �sh consumption may not pose immediate threats, prolonged exposure could lead to non-carcinogenic and carcinogenic risks,

particularly from cadmium and lead; the risk depends on both the amount consumed, the frequency of intake, and the age of the individual

A view of the Cauvery river in the backdrop of the Rockfort temple in Tiruchirapalli. MOORTHY M. 

T.V. Padma

Researchers found that the target
hazard quotient for several metals
exceeded 1, which is the threshold
for concern, in the liver, gills, and
sometimes even muscles
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Estimated yield of
India’s bioeconomy
sector by 2030

300
in $ billion. India’s

bioeconomy sector,

encompassing

agriculture, forestry, fisheries, and

aquaculture, is projected to reach $300

billion by 2030, as per a NITI Aayog report.

The report offers tailored solutions to the

challenges faced by smallholders. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Record-high number
of UPI transactions in
October

27.28
In ₹ lakh crore.

Fuelled by festive

buying,

transactions through the Unified Payments

Interface (UPI) touched a record high of

₹27.28 lakh crore and 20.7 billion in value

and volume terms, respectively, in October,

according to data by the NPCI. PTI

The decline in white
collar hiring in India
last month 

9
In per cent. India’s white-collar

hiring activity eased in October as

the Diwali-Dussehra festive cluster

temporarily slowed recruitment

momentum. The hiring data for the IT

sector revealed that the emerging

technologies sub-sector registered a 60%

year-on-year growth. PTI

Indian �shermen
arrested by Sri Lankan
navy for illegal �shing

35
This is the second such arrest

by the Navy within a month.

Earlier on October 9, as many

as 47 Indian fishermen were arrested by

the Sri Lankan navy and their five trawlers

seized at Talaimannar in northern Sri

Lanka for alleged illegal fishing in the

island nation’s waters. PTI

People killed in an
earthquake in
northern Afghanistan

20
A powerful, 6.3 magnitude

earthquake shook northern

Afghanistan before dawn on

Monday, a health official said. The U.S.

Geological Survey said the quake’s

epicentre was located 22 kilometres

west-southwest of the town of Khulm. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far: 

F
or the �rst time in nearly 50
years, Delhi conducted two
cloud seeding trials with the
Indian Institute of Technology

Kanpur (IITK) last week. The aim was to
induce rain over Delhi to settle the build
of smog and particulate matter that had
deteriorated the air quality.

What is cloud seeding?
Cloud seeding involves spraying a salt
mixture into clouds. The science is that
such seeding, which is done by aircraft
�tted with �ares that �re the salt mixture
into clouds, can induce ice or water
vapour within the clouds to form water
droplets. When lots of such droplets
coalesce, they can pour down as rain.

What has been its history?
Cloud seeding has been around for at
least three quarters of a century with
mixed success. Beginning in the 1940s,
General Electric scientists William
Schaefer and Bernard Vonnegut chanced
upon the principle of using dry ice to
form ice crystals in their lab freezer. They
then decided to experiment on real
clouds. It was reported that they
successfully made it snow over Pitts�eld
in Massachusetts, U.S. This got the U.S.
government excited and a formal
programme called Project Cirrus was
born. While creating rain was certainly on
the back of their minds, the big
excitement was the prospect of taming
hurricanes, which did not pan out well. In
the 1950s and 60s, the use of cloud
seeding as a weather modi�cation tool
became popular. The Soviets seeded
clouds over Leningrad to protect May Day
parades — years before China used cloud
seeding for clear skies ahead of the
inaugural ceremony of the Olympics in
2008. The U.S. launched Project
Skywater, dumping silver iodide from

planes over the Rockies.

What has India’s experience been?
Nearly coincident with Project Cirrus, S.K.
Banerji, the �rst Indian Director General
of the India Meteorological Department
(IMD), oversaw the �rst cloud seeding
experiments in Kolkata by releasing salt
and silver iodide in hydrogen balloons in
1952. Most of these were administered as
rockets that were �red from the ground.
And while these experiments seemed to
suggest that on the days when seeding
was done, there was more rain compared
to days when there was no seeding, it
wasn’t veri�able if the rain was due to
natural sources or from the seeding.
There was even an attempt to conduct
such seeding in Delhi in 1962 but it failed.

It’s only from the 1970s that researchers

properly started to use planes and �y to
the top of the clouds to spray salt
solutions. They also studied cloud
physics, condensation, what kind of
clouds gave rain, which ones didn’t, and
so on. Several States, when grappling with
drought, have experimented with cloud
seeding. The results have been sporadic
and there was never any systematic way
to tell how much rain could reasonably be
expected if a certain amount of salt
mixture was scattered. There was also less
clarity on where exactly one could expect
rain. The cost-bene�t also was not clear,
given that hiring aircraft, pilots, technical
personnel and making salt mixtures was
expensive.

What was the CAIPEEX?
Initiated by the Pune-based Indian

Institute of Tropical Meteorology in 2009,
Cloud Aerosol Interaction and
Precipitation Enhancement Experiment
(CAIPEEX) was a systematic scienti�c
investigation to quantify if there were any
bene�ts from cloud seeding. For that it
actually studied the interior world of
clouds, its physics, and water droplet
formation for nearly a decade after which
from 2017-2019 they physically identi�ed,
using radar and other instruments, clouds
that were suitable for seeding. 

This experiment was conducted over a
drought prone region called Solapur,
Maharashtra, and hence a natural test
ground to measure enhancement (if there
was any). Once the clouds were identi�ed
they �ew aircraft and �red �ares of
calcium chloride (no silver iodide used)
into some clouds and left others
‘unseeded.’ Their overall �nding was that
Solapur got an extra 867 million litres of
water — which is considerable. In terms of
rainfall measured on the ground: seeded
clouds gave an average 46% more rain at
the seeded locations relative to the
unseeded ones. 

Over a 100 square km area downwind,
there was 18% more rain in the seed
versus unseeded.

What happened in Delhi?
There were two �ights on October 28
when IIT Kanpur �ew its own plane and
�ared clouds. The results were
disappointing with no rainfall triggered,
though researchers at IITK said that some
parts of Delhi reported a ‘light drizzle’
and a ‘small improvement’ in air quality.
The drawback was the quality of clouds.
The CAIPEEX demonstrated that only
monsoon clouds which had a certain
quantity of moisture could hope to yield
su�cient water. Such clouds are absent in
the post-monsoon over Delhi. 

For seven years, there have been
various proposals for seeding over Delhi
that have been discouraged by scientists
due to the winter atmospheric
characteristics. IIT Kanpur has however
said that it will continue ‘trials’ during this
season.

Has cloud seeding been e�ective?
How does the process work? How does it aim to settle the build of smog and particulate matter in the air? When did India �rst experiment with cloud seeding?

What was the Cloud Aerosol Interaction and Precipitation Enhancement Experiment? Have the recent trials in Delhi been successful?

For a better sky: A view of the aircraft after the second trial of cloud seeding in Delhi, on October 28. ANI

Jacob Koshy
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Cloud seeding has been
around for at least three
quarters of a century with
mixed success. 

�

Cloud seeding involves
spraying a salt mixture into
clouds. The science is that such
seeding, which is done by
aircraft fitted with flares that
fire the salt mixture into
clouds, can induce ice or water
vapour within the clouds to
form water droplets.

�

There were two flights on
October 28 when IIT Kanpur
flew its own plane and flared
clouds. The results were
disappointing with no rainfall
triggered.

The story so far:

T
he High Seas Treaty was
rati�ed by over 60 countries in
September; it will now be
enforced in January 2026. The

treaty sets rules to preserve and use
marine biodiversity sustainably and
addresses threats from climate change,
over�shing and pollution.

What is the treaty about? 
The Biodiversity Beyond National
Jurisdiction (BBNJ) agreement, as the
High Seas treaty is formally referred to,
creates an all-inclusive framework to
govern and manage common marine
biodiversity. It identi�es Marine Genetic
Resources (MGRs) as the common
heritage of humankind, insisting on a fair
and equitable sharing of bene�ts. Besides,
the Area-Based Management Tools
(ABMTs) include Marine Protected Areas

(MPAs) that can be recognised to protect
biodiversity. This will help in improving
climate resilience and provide food
security, combining science and
indigenous knowledge. The treaty also
entails Environmental Impact
Assessments (EIAs) for events potentially
a�ecting these areas, especially when
cumulative and transboundary impacts
are taken into account. The �rst steps for
the treaty began two decades ago. In
2004, the UN General Assembly formed
an ad-hoc working group to �x the gap in
the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS), 1982, which did not have clear
guidelines on protecting BBNJ. By 2011,
states had agreed to negotiate on four key
issues, mainly MGRs, ABMTs, EIAs, and
capacity building and technology transfer.
Following this, four Intergovernmental
Conference sessions were held between
2018 and 2023. The parties to these
discussions �nally reached an agreement
in March 2023, which led to the adoption

of the treaty in June 2023. 

What are the major issues?
First is the uncertainty over the principles
of “common heritage of humankind” and
“freedom of the high seas.” The “common
heritage principle” supports equitable
access and bene�t-sharing of marine
resources for all, while the “freedom on
the high seas” stresses on unrestricted
rights of states to carry out navigation,
resource usage and research activities.
However, the common heritage principle
is only applicable partially, especially
when it comes to MGRs. This shows a
compromise instead of a resolution. It
also creates ambiguity in exploration,
research and bene�t sharing. Second, is
the use of MGRs. The governance of MGRs
was earlier not de�ned, raising concerns
over “biopiracy” and unfair exploitation
by developed countries. Developing
nations were concerned that they would
be excluded from the pro�ts of scienti�c

discoveries from the high seas. The treaty
now includes a framework on sharing
monetary and non-monetary bene�ts, but
with no clear details on how such bene�ts
will be calculated or shared. Third is the
reluctance of big powers to get engaged.
The treaty is under threat due to
non-participation from the U.S., China,
and Russia, who are yet to ratify the
treaty. Fourth, is interaction with
multilateral institutions. The treaty must
coexist and not ignore existing
international institutions, such as the
International Seabed Authority (ISA) and
Regional Fisheries Management
Organisations (RFMOs). The BBNJ
agreement must also blend with existing
international treaties to prevent legal
con�icts and lead to more fragmentation
of ocean governance. 

What next?
The treaty provides more clarity to the
UNCLOS provisions, focusing on
science-based requirements for EIAs,
ABMTs and bene�t sharing. However, the
ambiguous language in the MGRs and the
common heritage of humankind principle
challenge the execution of the treaty.
There is a need for dynamic management
of MPAs, and regular monitoring. To
deliver the BBNJ, linking
climate-biodiversity with the ocean will
be crucial for resilient management.

Padmashree Anandhan is a project
associate at NIAS, Bangalore.

What are the challenges with
the High Seas Treaty? 
What does the principle of ‘common heritage of humankind’ mean? Is the treaty ambiguous?

Padmashree Anandhan

THE GIST

�

The Biodiversity Beyond
National Jurisdiction (BBNJ)
agreement, as the High Seas
treaty is formally referred to,
creates an all-inclusive
framework to govern and
manage common marine
biodiversity.

�

The “common heritage
principle” supports equitable
access and benefit-sharing of
marine resources for all.

�

Developing nations were
concerned that they would be
excluded from the profits of
scientific discoveries from the
high seas.
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X

QUESTION 1

Where and when did Shakuntala Devi
set her Guinness World Record for
mental calculation?
X

QUESTION 2

Which of her books explains her
mental calculation techniques?
X

QUESTION 3

What was the exact product she
computed for the Guinness record?
X

QUESTION 4

From which two constituencies did
she contest the 1980 Lok Sabha
elections?
X

QUESTION 5

What pioneering 1977 book did she
write on LGBTQ+ issues in India?

Questions and Answers to the

previous day’s daily quiz: 1. The
number of member economies in
APEC. Ans: 21

2. This country proposed the grouping
and hosted the first meeting of
ministers of the group in 1989. Ans:

Australia 

3. This country hosted the first
meeting of APEC leaders in 1993. Ans:

The U.S.

4. This country is set to host the APEC
in 2026. Ans: China

5. Name the city and the country from
which the grouping’s aim for an “open,
dynamic, resilient, and peaceful Asia
Pacific” derives its name from. Ans:

Putrajaya, Malaysia

Visual: Name the Latin American
country which hosted the summit in
2024. Ans: Peru

Early Birds: Siddhartha Viswanathan|
Sunil Madhavan| Sudhir Thapa|
Rownak Mondal| Diya Goyal

THE DAILY QUIZ

Test your knowledge of the ‘Human Computer’ Shakuntala Devi

X

Visual question:

In this 2020 biographical film, which acclaimed actor portrayed Shakuntala Devi, the Indian prodigy celebrated as
the ‘Human Computer’?

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Prathmesh Kher

“What does ‘freelance’ mean?”
“If you are a freelancer, you are not on

the permanent payroll of any
organisation. In India, for example, there
are many freelance journalists. These
journalists are not in the regular
employment of any newspaper
organisation.”

“If they are not permanently
employed, then how do they make a
living?”

“Usually freelance journalists write
articles and sell them to di�erent
newspapers.”

“I see. So a freelance journalist doesn’t
get a regular salary. The money he/she
makes every month depends on the
number of articles he/she is able to write
and sell it to di�erent newspapers and
magazines.”

“Exactly! Many newspapers, for
example, hire freelance photographers.”

“And do these photographers make a
lot of money?”

“Some do, but most don’t. It’s also
possible to say, my cousin Gayathri has
been freelancing for many years.”

“I think I have met her. Some women,
when they get married, quit their job and
begin to freelance.”

“That’s true. I know a woman who
freelances and she makes much more
money than I do.”

“Good for her!”
“Anyway, why do you want to know

about ‘freelance’?”
“Anand told me that he wants to

freelance when he grows up.”
“Does he have a spear?”
“A spear? Why would he need a spear

to freelance? All he needs...”
“...the word ‘lance’ in ‘freelance’ refers

to a spear that soldiers carried with them
a very long time ago.”

“Really? But what’s the connection...”
“...you see the original ‘freelancers’

were soldiers. These soldiers lent their
lances, that is, their services, to anyone
who was willing to pay them.”

“Are you saying that these soldiers
were willing to �ght for anyone who was
willing to pay them? And they didn’t care
who they fought for as long as they got
their money?”

“That’s right! They would even �ght for
your enemy. Nowadays, we call such
people ‘mercenaries’.”

“I see. So the original freelancers were
mercenaries.”

“Yes, the original ‘freelancers’ were
mercenaries. Soldiers who had no loyalty.
They fought because they wanted the
money.”

“While we are on the subject of money,
what does ‘gold digger’ mean?”

“Before I answer that question, let me
add that the word ‘freelance’ doesn’t have
anything negative associated with it
nowadays.”

“In other words, a freelancer is not
associated with a mercenary.”

“That’s right.”
“What does ‘gold digger’ mean?”
“A ‘gold digger’ usually refers to a

woman who uses her charms to extract
money or gifts from men. Unlike
‘freelance’, this word has a very negative
meaning.”

“I can see that.” 
“In many of our movies, when the

poor heroine marries the rich hero, she is
often accused of being a gold digger.”

Published in The Hindu on August 4,
1998.

Know your
English
Upendran

FROM THE ARCHIVES

I
n India, as in many parts of the
world, public money is the main
funder of scienti�c research.
Governments invest heavily in

laboratories, equipment, and salaries for
researchers. Yet the results of this publicly
funded research are usually published in
journals owned by just a handful of
commercial publishers. These publishers
don’t pay the authors or the peer
reviewers who evaluate the work. Both
contribute their time and expertise for
free. However, the publishers then charge
high subscription fees for access to these
journals, e�ectively making the public pay
twice: once to fund the research and a
second time to read it.

Democratising research
Against this backdrop, the Budapest Open
Access Declaration in 2002 set out a list of
bold principles. The declaration
challenged the deeply entrenched
practices of the scholarly publishing
industry, which had long excluded vast
sections of the global research
community from accessing knowledge
using expensive paywalls. The declaration
came as the open access movement
started questioning why, in a digital age in
which printing and postage no longer
dictated costs, access to knowledge
remained behind expensive subscription
paywalls. The declaration ignited a
movement that promised to democratise
access to scienti�c knowledge, ensuring
research funded by the public would also
be available to the public.

More than 20 years later, this vision of
equity and inclusivity in knowledge
sharing remains largely unful�lled.
Adapting to the winds of change,
commercial publishers now promote
open access, but again at a very high cost.
Instead of subscription barriers,
researchers now face towering Article
Processing Charges (APCs), often ranging
from $2,000 to $10,000 per paper. Many
institutions in the Global South, and even
in wealthier nations, continue to be
priced out of both publishing and
accessing research.

In India, the government has
attempted to address this inequity
through the ‘One Nation One
Subscription’ (ONOS) initiative: starting
from 2025, ONOS has provided access to
journals from 30 major international
publishers to all researchers in publicly
funded institutions. While the cost of this
nationwide deal is substantial, especially
given that over half of the global research
literature is already available through
open-access routes, as seen from the
scholarly database Web of Science, the
intent behind ONOS remains
commendable. It represents a step toward
broadening access beyond elite
institutions. 

Yet it also compels us to ask deeper
questions. Should we continue paying
these large sums to foreign publishers to
access knowledge that our own
researchers produce, again with public
money? Shouldn’t that knowledge at the
least be freely accessible to every citizen,
empowering them with the scienti�c
temper needed in an era rife with
misinformation? Perhaps most
importantly: where is the spirit of an
Atmanirbhar Bharat in this enterprise?

Ultimately, while the ONOS initiative
may carry signi�cant promise, it still
leaves many foundational questions
unresolved. 

As we mark International Open Access
Week, which is an annual global
campaign to promote open access, the
year’s theme, ‘Open Access Week 2025:
Who Owns Our Knowledge?’, prompts
deeper re�ection. In India, where
publicly funded research drives much of
science and social innovation, the
assumption that the scholarly output
belongs solely to commercial entities that
host them merits scrutiny.

Knowledge and ownership
Copyright transfer in academic publishing
is a practice where authors formally
transfer the copyright ownership of a
scholarly work to the publisher. This
practice began to take shape after
copyright laws such as the U.S. Copyright
Act 1976, granted authors exclusive rights
to their original works, thus motivating
publishers to acquire and hold copyrights
to control the distribution of work in
journals and for any subsequent
commercial use. Historically, this transfer
was viewed as essential for publishers to
manage permissions, reproduction, and
dissemination. This was especially so in
the subscription-based models, where
publishers monetise articles by requiring
readers to subscribe to the journals they
publish. Over time, such copyright
transfer agreements became standard,

necessitating authors to relinquish their
exclusive rights on their work if they
wanted to publish it in scholarly journals.

The landscape today is more varied.
While with traditional subscription-based
journals, publishers follow the
requirement of complete copyright
transfer, the rise of open-access
publishing has changed the dynamics.
Fully open-access journals generally allow
authors to retain copyright but apply
licences, such as the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC-BY) which permits free
and broad reuse with attribution to the
original creator.

But most authors sign copyright
transfers due to the pressure to publish
within the prevailing academic culture.
This practice is evidently not conducive to
serving the interests of research
dissemination and reuse or the authors
themselves. Recent initiatives like ‘Plan S’
advocate for authors retaining copyright
to promote wider accessibility and
scholarly communication without
unnecessary restrictions. 

Authors are also encouraged to
carefully review copyright transfer
agreements to understand retained rights
and publishing conditions.

Creative commons licences
Authors can publish their papers using
various Creative Commons (CC) licences
to clearly de�ne how others may reuse
their work. Three licences in particular
are notable:

(i) CC-BY (Attribution) allows a person
to share the work and reuse or even adapt
it, even for commercial purposes, as long
as the original author is credited; (ii) CC
BY-NC (‘Attribution-NonCommercial’)
allows reuse but not for commercial
purposes; and (iii) CC BY-NC-ND
(‘Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivatives’), the most restrictive,
allows reuse but forbids both commercial
use and adaptation. Publishers often
promote the use of the CC BY-NC-ND
licence, but in practice, however, this
licence limits knowledge reuse by
prohibiting translation, remixing or text
mining — all actions vital for educational
and technological innovation.

Retaining copyright
When authors transfer copyright to
publishers as part of publication
agreements, they often lose legal control
over how their work is accessed, reused
or shared. Large publishers like Elsevier,
Wiley, and Springer typically require
copyrights to be transferred for
subscription-model journals, giving the
publisher exclusive rights to distribute
and pro�t from the content. As a result,
authors face legal dilemmas over
archiving their own articles on
institutional repositories or sharing them
publicly, ultimately limiting their visibility.
On the other hand, authors who retain
copyright (or the ability to share their
work under an open licence) are
empowered to share, adapt, and reuse
their own scholarship without
institutional or commercial restrictions.

Commercial publishers like Elsevier,
Wiley, Springer, and Taylor & Francis and
society publishers like the American
Chemical Society use restrictive licences
in their subscription models, granting
publishers legal exclusivity to monetise
access. 

From 2024 or so, major publishers
have also been selling scholarly content to
Big Tech companies to train their arti�cial
intelligence (AI) models, often without
authors’ explicit consent. Taylor &
Francis’s deal with Microsoft alone is $10
million. The global AI datasets licensing
market has been valued at nearly $486
million in 2025.

Such commercial data sharing
agreements mean researchers’
intellectual property is being monetised
twice: �rst through subscriptions, then
through AI partnerships — while they
continue to not be compensated and be
denied control over their own work.

What authors can do
Authors have three courses of action in
front of them. 

First, they should self-archive preprint
versions of their papers and accepted
manuscripts in preprint and institutional
repositories. Second, they should request
additions to publishing contracts with
journals before they submit their papers,
in order to retain some rights (they can
use the SPARC Author Addendum
template, for instance). Third, they
should advocate for institutions to
develop rights-retention policies that
allow them to automatically openly
licence the institutions’ scholarly output.

For future submissions, authors may
also prefer using the CC-BY licence or
institutional open access routes that
ensure their papers are available for the
public to access for free and to prevent
unauthorised commercial exploitation.

In the spirit of Open Access Week, the
question ‘who owns our knowledge?’ is
not just a theme: it’s a call to reclaim
intellectual sovereignty. 

The future of equitable scholarship
depends on authors, not corporations,
owning and sharing the knowledge that
shapes society.

Moumita Koley is a senior research
analyst at the Indian Institute of Science,
Bengaluru.
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