
A VJ-VJECM
YK

SATURDAY

November 8, 2025

VIJAYAWADA

CITY EDITION

16 Pages ₹ 8.00

www.thehindu.com

Printed at » Chennai » Coimbatore » Bengaluru » Hyderabad » Madurai » Noida » Visakhapatnam » Thiruvananthapuram » Kochi » Vijayawada » Mangaluru » Tiruchirapalli » Kolkata » Hubballi » Mohali » Malappuram » Mumbai » Lucknow » Cuttack » Patna

Vol. 25 � No. 264

https://newsth.live/fb

https://newsth.live/x

https://newsth.live/ig

Regd. VJ/050/2015-17
RNI No. APENG/2001/49937

Deputy Chief Minister K.
Pawan Kalyan has asked
the o�cials to expedite the
process of linking all rural
roads with GeoSadak, the
online platform of Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
that displays geospatial da-
ta related to village roads.

Aligning with the GeoSa-
dak would help in real-
time tracking of road con-
ditions and undertake im-
provement measures, Mr.
Pawan Kalyan said. 

Pawan calls for
alignment of
rural roads
with GeoSadak

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA
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TTD’s Vaikunta
Dwara Darshan
tickets soon

TIRUMALA

The TTD on Friday said that

the schedule for the release of

Vaikunta Ekadasi Dwara

Darshan tickets will be

announced soon. » Page 6

The State Investment Pro-
motion Board (SIPB) meet-
ing, chaired by Chief Minis-
ter N. Chandrababu Naidu,
on Friday, approved invest-
ment proposals worth
₹1,01,899 crore submitted
by 26 industries, with a po-
tential to generate 85,870
jobs in Andhra Pradesh. 

With the latest appro-
vals, the State’s total invest-
ment in�ows under the
current government have
reached ₹8,08,899 crore,
with the potential to create
employment opportunities
for 7.05 lakh people, ac-
cording to o�cial data pre-
sented during the meet-
ing.  

Emphasising the need
for swift execution of the
projects, the Chief Minister
said, “Ensure that all sanc-

tioned industries are
grounded as per
schedule.” 

Underscoring the im-
portance of maintaining an
industrial land bank, Mr.
Naidu advised the o�cials
to encourage landowners
willing to provide land for
industrial use to facilitate
rapid industrialisation. 

He instructed them to
develop 15 industrial zones
for cluster-based industrial
growth and fully leverage

Central government incen-
tives to attract and support
new ventures.

Regional development
Outlining his broader vi-
sion for regional develop-
ment, Mr. Naidu said Visak-
hapatnam should evolve
into a Mega City by merg-
ing its surrounding areas
up to Vizianagaram and
Anakapalli. 

Similarly, Amaravati and
Tirupati would be deve-
loped as major hubs for
tourism and IT. Several IT
companies have evinced
interest in investing in Vi-
sakhapatnam following the
Google’s announcement to
set up an AI data centre
there. 

Mr Naidu said that three
IAS o�cers would be ap-
pointed to oversee the de-
velopment of the State's
three economic corridors.

Investment proposals worth
₹1.01 lakh crore get SIPB nod
The Hindu Bureau 
VIJAYAWADA

N. Chandrababu Naidu 

chairing the SIPB meeting at

the Secretariat on Friday. 

The police on Friday ar-
rested Vemuri Vinod Ku-
mar, the owner of V. Kaveri
private travel bus that went
up in �ames after colliding
with a bike, claiming 19
lives last month. 

However, Vinod Kumar,
was granted bail by the
court later in the day.

The private bus collided
with a bike that was lying
on the road after the rider

skidded o� and fell down
on the National Highway
-44 at Chinnatekur village
of Kallur mandal in Kur-
nool district in the early
hours of October 24. 

The Ulindakonda pol-
ice, which registered a
case, named the bus driv-
er, Miriyala Lakshmaiah, as
the accused number 1 and
the owner, Vinok Kumar as
the accused number 2.

During the investiga-
tion, the police found sev-
eral violations in the de-

sign of the vehicle and
non-compliance with basic
safety guidelines by the
bus management.

Bus driver Lakshmaiah
was arrested on October
28, while Vinod Kumar was
arrested on Friday morn-
ing, a release by the Kur-
nool police said. 

Vinod Kumar, was pro-
duced before the Judicial
First Class Magistrate
( JFCM), Special Mobile
Court which granted him
bail.

Kurnool bus �re: V. Kaveri
owner arrested, granted bail 

The Hindu Bureau
KURNOOL

₹2.5 crore cash
award, land, job
for Shree Charani 

AMARAVATI

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu

Naidu announced a cash

award of ₹2.5 crore, 1,000

square yards of land and a

Group-1 o�icer post for

cricketer Shree Charani, a

member of Indian women’s

cricket team that won the

World Cup. » Page 6
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‘TALKS GOING GOOD’

Trump hints at likely
India visit next year
NEWS » PAGE 10

150 YEARS OF VANDE MATARAM

Parts of song dropped,
stoking Partition: Modi
NEWS » PAGE 12

FINAL T20I TODAY

Team India targets
another series win
SPORT » PAGE 15

E
xpressing concern
over the “disturbing
increase” in dog-

bite incidents across the
country, the Supreme
Court on Friday directed
all the States and the Union
Territories to “forthwith”
remove stray dogs from
educational institutions,
hospitals, sports complex-
es, bus stands and depots,
and railway stations, and
relocate them “to a desig-
nated shelter”. The dogs
have to be sterilised and
vaccinated in accordance
with the Animal Birth Con-
trol (ABC) Rules, 2023 be-
fore relocation.

A Bench of Justices Vik-
ram Nath, Sandeep Mehta,
and N.V. Anjaria directed
that stray canines removed
from such premises shall

not be released back into
the same locality. “We
have consciously directed
the non-release of such
stray dogs to the same loca-
tion from which they were
picked up, as permitting
the same would frustrate
the very e�ect of the direc-
tions issued to liberate
such institutional areas

from the presence of stray
dogs,” the Bench said.

The directions were is-
sued in the apex court’s
suo motu proceedings
aimed at framing a nation-
al framework for stray dog
management and ensuring
compliance with existing
statutory regulations.

Placing the responsibili-

ty of implementation on
local bodies, the court di-
rected the respective mun-
icipal authorities to ensure
the immediate removal of
stray dogs and to submit
compliance reports within
eight weeks, detailing the
remedial measures under-
taken to secure adherence
to the court’s directions.

‘Frequent accidents’
Also, the Bench acknow-
ledged that accidents in-
volving cattle and stray ani-
mals on roads have
become “alarmingly fre-
quent”. It directed the Na-
tional Highways Authority
of India, and transport and
municipal authorities to
ensure the removal of cat-
tle and other stray animals
from the highways.

Remove stray dogs from
public places, orders SC

Canine raid: The court directed that dogs removed from a place

should not be released into the same locality. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

Court directs neutering and vaccination of dogs before relocating them to a shelter; it says public

institutions must be secured to prevent entry of animals, orders removal of cattle from highways

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI
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NEW GROUND

Breaking
boundaries 
More and more girls 
across the country 
are taking to cricket

GROUND ZERO » PAGE 9

CAPITAL CHAOS

ATC snag
delays over
500 �ights
in Delhi

NEWS » PAGE 12

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day orally observed that no
fault could be ascribed to
the pilot who was com-
manding the Air India Boe-
ing 787 Dreamliner that
crashed shortly after take-
o� from Ahmedabad on
June 12, claiming over 250
lives, and clari�ed that no
o�cial report had held the
cockpit crew responsible
for the tragedy.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Joymalya Bag-
chi said it was even willing
to record this position for-
mally as it took up for hear-
ing a petition �led by Push-
kar Raj Sabharwal, father
of the late Captain Sumeet
Sabharwal, seeking a judi-
cially monitored investiga-

tion into the crash. 
Appearing for the peti-

tioner, senior advocate Go-
pal Sankaranarayanan con-
tended that the
preliminary �ndings of the
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) were
“biased and incomplete”
and appeared to attribute
the cause of the crash to pi-
lot error while overlooking
possible technical and sys-
temic failures that warrant-
ed an independent probe. 

No one in the country
believes it was pilot’s
fault: SC on AI crash

The court clari�ed
that no o�cial report
had held the cockpit
crew responsible for
the June 12 tragedy

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI
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In 2047, when India marks
its centenary year of Inde-
pendence, Tamil Nadu’s vi-
sion for sustainability and
an inclusive economy will
also become the blueprint
for the nation, said Srivats
Ram, former chairman of
CII Tamil Nadu and manag-
ing director of Wheels In-
dia, in Chennai on Friday.

At the inauguration of
the Sustainability Summit
2025 organised by The Hin-

du, in association with
Chennai Petroleum Corpo-
ration Limited (CPCL) and
co-presented by Tamil Na-
du Green Climate Compa-
ny (TNGCC), he said the

State has been at the fore-
front of renewable energy
for many years. “At pre-
sent, we are third in terms
of the total renewable
energy [capacity] in the

country. The State is �rst in
terms of wind capacity. It
could continue to focus on
this sector, and this will
[bene�t] the manufactur-
ing ecosystem,” he said.

He said the southern
States are advancing in tan-
dem and are more progres-
sive than the rest of the
country. “We can make sig-
ni�cant progress by work-
ing on sustainability and
towards enabling future
growth. Sustainability is a
pro�table venture, so-
mething that is not spoken
about,” he added.

H. Shankar, managing
director, CPCL, said the
company is 60 years old
and has a proud legacy of
being one of the foremost
pioneers in the industry.

‘T.N.’s vision for sustainability, inclusive
economy will make blueprint for nation’
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

H. Shankar, managing director, CPCL; N. Ravi, director, Kasturi and

Sons Limited, and Srivats Ram, former chairman, CII, Tamil Nadu,

inaugurate the Sustainability Summit 2025. R. RAGU
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Fifteen months after �ee-
ing capital Dhaka in the
midst of an uprising, Ban-
gladesh’s deposed Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has
said that “mistakes” were
“certainly made” by her se-
curity forces while res-
ponding to the “disordered
situation”.

‘Made in good faith’
“Our security personnel
on the ground were res-
ponding to fast-changing
and violent circumstances.
Mistakes were certainly
made in the way some
members of the security
forces responded to the
violence, but the decisions
made by senior govern-
ment o�cials were propor-
tionate in nature, made in
good faith and intended to
minimise the loss of life,”
said Ms. Hasina in inter-
view to The Hindu via
email.

Ms. Hasina’s response
came as the International
Crimes Tribunal (ICT) in
Dhaka has been preparing
to deliver a verdict on her
and several top members
of her deposed govern-
ment. “A guilty verdict is
pre-determined, and I will
not be surprised when it
comes,” said Ms. Hasina,
adding “I am not con�dent
that the February 2026
elections will go ahead.”

Hasina says mistakes
were ‘certainly made’
by her security forces 

Sheikh Hasina

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

FULL INTERVIEW ON

» PAGE 10

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day urgently listed on No-
vember 11 detailed argu-
ments addressing the very
legality of the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) of electo-
ral rolls. The Election Com-
mission kicked o� the
exercise in Bihar on June
24 ahead of the ongoing
State Assembly polls and,
in the second phase, has
planned to cover 51 crore
voters in 12 States and Un-
ion Territories, including
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal,
Kerala and Puducherry.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Joymalya Bag-
chi �xed the case for 11.15
a.m. on November 11 after
advocates Prashant Bhush-
an and Neha Rathi made
an oral mentioning. The
SIR case had been listed
earlier on November 4.

SC to hear on
Nov. 11 pleas
challenging
legality of SIR

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI
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The Hindu Group on Friday
launched ‘The Hindu Busi-
ness Line Campus Connect’,
an educational enrichment
programme for college stu-
dents at Gayatri Vidya Parish-
ad College for Degree and PG
Courses at Rushikonda in Vi-
sakhapatnam, aiming to en-
hance students’ learning,
communication skills, career
development and industry
readiness.

. The Hindu Group Vice-
President (Sales and Distribu-

tion) Sridhar Aranala con-
ducted a guest lecture, engag-
ing the students with
thoughtful topics such as
‘stress management’ that
would help shape their ca-
reers. Mr. Aranala also ad-
dressed issues like time man-
agement, conceptual learning
gaps, focus and discipline,
motivation and burnout. .

The Hindu Group A.P., Te-
langana and Odisha General
Manager SDT Rao, explained
that the The Businessline Cam-
pus Connect programme in-
cludes workshops, in which
two guest lectures will be gi-

ven, facilitating interaction
with industry experts.

Secondly, the programme
will include an intra-college
business quiz, which will pro-
vide a platform for students to
test their knowledge. Thirdly,
the The Hindu group will pro-
vide Business Line newspaper,
through which the reader will
be updated on the latest busi-
ness developments. Finally,
students will get access to a
wealth of resources, including
case studies, insightful pod-
casts, weekly quizzes and oth-
er enriching content through
the Business Line app.

‘Business Line Campus Connect’ programme launched
The Hindu Bureau
VISAKHAPATNAM

The Hindu Group Vice-President (Sales and Distribution) Sridhar Aranala

interacting with students at Gayatri Vidya Parishad’s Rushikonda Campus in

Visakhapatnam on Friday. V. RAJU 
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Timings

VIJAYAWADA

SATURDAY, NOV. 08

RISE 06:08 SET 17:35

RISE 20:18 SET 09:00

SUNDAY, NOV. 09

RISE 06:08 SET 17:34

RISE 21:24 SET 10:05

MONDAY, NOV. 10

RISE 06:09 SET 17:34

RISE 22:28 SET 11:03

A
bout 50% of the
food and beverages
samples collected

by the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of In-
dia (FSSAI) from various
hotels and restaurants in
Vijayawada were found to
be unsafe. Some 20 teams
conducted surprise checks
on biryani points, restau-
rants, bakeries, mandis
and other establishments
on August 19. They collect-
ed 39 samples and sent
them to the State Food
Laboratory in Nacharam.

After testing, the labora-
tory o�cials con�rmed
that 20 samples were sub-
standard and unsafe for
consumption. 

“We have collected ice
creams, cashew, vegetar-
ian and non-vegetarian
snacks, chicken fry, curd,
ginger paste, chicken bi-
ryani, biscuits, mutton bi-
ryani and other samples,
and sent them to the State
Food Laboratory,” said B.
Srinivas, Assistant Food
Controller, NTR and Krish-

na districts.
“Of the total, 17 samples

were declared unsafe and
three were substandard.
Notices have been served
to the establishment own-
ers under Section 46 (4) of
Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006” Mr. Srinivas
told The Hindu on Friday.

Of the 20 samples de-
clared as adulterated, two
food business operators

(restaurant owners) chal-
lenged the result and went
for an appeal to the Central
Food Laboratory, Mysore,
Mr. Srinivas said.

“Prosecution of the ac-
cused is under process.
More raids would be con-
ducted on the eateries, res-
taurants, hotels and baker-
ies and stern action will be
taken as per law against
those who sell adulterated

food,” the Assistant Food
Controller warned.

Public having com-
plaints on sale of substan-
dard, sale or adulterated
food items, may complain
to the Food Safety O�ce,
located at Old Government
General Hospital (Old
GGH) premises, Opposite
Tummalapalli Kalakshe-
tram, Hanumanpet, Vijaya-
wada, Mr. Srinivas said.

50% of food samples taken
from city hotels ‘unsafe’

Food Safety Department o�icials having a look at the ‘stale food products’ seized from a restaurant

during a raid in Vijayawada recently. 

Of the 39 samples, 17 have been declared unsafe and three substandard; prosecution of accused 

under way; more raids to be conducted at eateries and bakeries, says food safety o�cial

Rajulapudi Srinivas
VIJAYAWADA
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Commissioner, Depart-
ment of Health and Family
Welfare, G. Veerapandian
on Friday urged women to
make use of the free cancer
screening tests being con-
ducted by the government
at their doorsteps.

Mr. Veerapandian,
along with NTR District
Collector G. Lakshmisha,
launched the campaign tit-
led “Invitation for Wo-
men’s Special Cancer
Screening” at the Collecto-
rate on the occasion of Na-
tional Cancer Awareness
Day. The Commissioner
said Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu had
launched the fourth phase
of NCD (Non-Communica-
ble Diseases) screening on
September 17, with focus
on cancer screening.

He said based on the ex-
periences and challenges
faced during the third
phase of the NCD screen-
ing, Minister for Health Sa-
tya Kumar Yadav had di-
rected o�cials to prioritise
cancer screening in the
fourth phase. To spread
awareness, a massive “In-
formation, Education, and
Communication (IEC)”

campaign had been initiat-
ed, with posters and pam-
phlets distributed to all dis-
tricts, he said. 

Under this initiative, he
said door-to-door screen-
ing will be conducted in ev-
ery village across the State
for all individuals above 18
years of age, covering non-
communicable diseases
like blood pressure (BP)
and diabetes (blood sugar)
free of cost.

The commissioner said
special attention was being
given to breast and cervical
(uterine) cancer screening
among women. Awareness
programmes, screenings
and timely reporting to the
nearest medical o�cer
were being ensured. Based
on these reports, medical
o�cers would arrange
further diagnostic tests at
designated times, he said. 

He said nearly 20,000
healthcare personnel had
already been given training
in cancer-related screening
and treatment. 

Women urged to
undergo free cancer
screening at doorstep

Screening will be
held in every village
across the State for
all individuals above
18 years of age

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

The Denduluru police on Friday
arrested �ve persons, including
four minors, for allegedly robbing
a man of ₹40,000. The accused
followed him on October 28 night,
beat him and robbed him of the
cash near Gangannagudem in Elu-
ru district, according to Superin-

tendent of Police K. Pratap Shiva
Kishore. A team B. Subramanyam
and four juveniles in connection
with the case.

In a separate case, the Nuzvid
police on Friday arrested �ve per-
sons for allegedly stealing 12 mo-
torcycles in Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. The police said they
seized vehicles worth ₹9.08 lakh
from them.

4 juveniles among 5 held for
‘robbing’ man of ₹40,000
The Hindu Bureau
ELURU

Samagra Shiksha Assistant State
Project Director M.R. Prasanna
Kumar on Friday said mental
health and career counsellors
are crucial in educational insti-
tutions because they provide

holistic support for students’
well-being and future success.

Participating in a ‘Mental
Health and Career Counsellors
Training Programme’ at Maris
Stella College, he said mental
health counsellors help stu-
dents cope with stress, anxiety
and depression, while career

counsellors guide them in
choosing a career path aligned
with their interests. 

He said there was a proposal
to appoint mental health and
career guidance counsellors in
every mandal and urged the
trained counsellors to further
train teachers and students.

Plan on anvil to appoint mental health
counsellors in all mandals: o�cial

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

The Communist Party of India-Marxist [CPI(M)]
politburo member B.V. Raghavulu on Friday said
imperialists, particularly the U.S., are fast losing
their dominance and that socialism is witnessing
a global resurgence. He was addressing a meeting
organised by the CPI(M) in Vijayawada, marking
the anniversary of the First Socialist Revolution.
he said the recent U.S. elections, where socialist
candidate Zohran Mamdani defeated Donald
Trump-backed forces in New York, re�ect the
growing disillusionment with capitalism.

Socialism gaining appeal,
imperialism losing grip: CPI(M)

To clear the extra rush of Sabari-
mala pilgrims, South Central Rail-
way (SCR) will operate 60 pre-Sa-
barimala special services between
various destinations. 

Train No. 07101 Machilipatnam-
Kollam, via Gudur-Renigunta-Gu-
dur, will be operated on Novem-
ber 14, 21, 28, December 26 and Ja-
nuary 2, 2026. Train No. 07102
Kollam-Machilipatnam will run on
November 16, 23, 30, December 28
and January 4, 2026.

Special trains (07101 and 07102)
will stop at Gudivada, Vijayawada,
Tenali, Bapatla, Chirala, Ongole,
Nellore, Gudur, Renigunta, Katpa-
di, Jolarpettai, Salem, Erode, Ti-
ruppur, Podanur, Palakkad, Thris-
sur, Aluva, Ernakulam Town,
Kottayam, Tiruvalla, Chengannur
and Kayankulam stations in both
the directions.

Train no. 07103 Machilipatnam-
Kollam, via. Guntur-Nandyal-Ka-
dapa-Renigunta, will be operated

on December 5, 12, 19 and January
9 and 16, 2026, and train no. 07104
Kollam-Machilipatnam will be op-
erated on December 7, 14, 21 and
January 11 and 18.

he two trains (07103 and 07104)
will halt at Pedana, Gudlavalleru,
Gudivada, Vijayawada, Guntur,
Narsaraopet, Donakonda, Marka-
pur Road, Giddalur, Nandyal, Ba-
naganapalle, Proddutur, Yerra-
guntla, Kadapa, Rajampet, Kodur,
Renigunta, Katpadi, Jolarpettai,
Salem, Erode, Tiruppur, Podanur,
Palakkad, Thrissur, Aluva, Ernaku-
lam Town, Kottayam, Tiruvalla,
Chengannur and Kayankulam sta-
tions in both the directions.

Train no. 07105 Narsapur-Kol-
lam, via. Vijayawada-Gudur-Reni-
gunta, will be operated on Novem-
ber 16, 23, 30, December 7, 14, 21
and 28 and January 4, 11 and 18,
and train no. 07106 Kollam-Narsa-
pur will run on November 18, 25,
December 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 and Janu-
ary 6, 13 and 20, said Vijayawada
Division PRO Nusrat M. Mandrup-
kar in a release on Friday.

SCR to run 60 Sabarimala
specials to clear extra rush

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA
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T
he Chennai Petro-
leum Corporation
Ltd. (CPCL) has re-

duced its water footprint
by more than 20% over the
past two years, in a “strong
indicator of the e�cien-
cies” built into its systems,
said the company’s Manag-
ing Director, H. Shankar. 

“From the very begin-
ning, we have been the on-
ly re�nery that has not
used any groundwater for
our requirements,” he said
at a �reside chat with N.
Ravi Kumar, Senior Deputy
Editor, The Hindu, at The

ing these facilities by the
end of this year.”

Giving an update on the
Nagapattinam re�nery, Mr.
Shankar said the entire
land parcel had been ac-
quired. “We intend to build
a re�nery-cum-petrochem-
ical complex there. There
is a huge demand for pe-
trochemicals in Tamil Na-
du. There are very few
players producing petro-
chemicals,” he said. 

He pointed out that the
CPCL was one of the early
birds to implement BS-IV
(Bharat Stage 4) and BS-VI
(Bharat Stage 6) grade
fuels. “Our re�nery rolled
out these products way

ahead of time,” Mr. Shan-
kar said, adding the �rm
had spent ₹8,000 crore-
₹10,000 crore on quality
improvement. 

He also spoke about the
measures that CPCL had
been taking to manage nat-

ural disasters at the re�ner-
ies. “We have seen ump-
teen disruptions — from
the 2015 �oods and Cy-
clone Vardah to several ex-
treme weather events. In
August 2024, for instance,
a cloudburst in Manali
brought 27 cm of rain in
just two hours. Cloud-
bursts, once con�ned to
hilly regions, have now be-
come part of the broader
pattern of unforeseen cli-
matic conditions. Despite
these challenges, we have
managed to navigate each
disturbance in a condi-
tioned and systematic
manner,” he said. 

“We have established

our own SOPs to ensure
that such situations can be
contained within the re�n-
ery,” he said, adding that
internal processes were
further strengthened, and
through online monitoring
and analysis, the �rm had
signi�cantly enhanced its
capabilities. To a query on
the future, he said the
CPCL was targeting ₹1 lakh
crore in revenue within the
next few years. “Our
growth and journey should
be balanced. We are ex-
ploring green hydrogen
and sustainable aviation
fuel, while also continuing
to focus on conventional
fuels,” he said.

CPCL has reduced water footprint by
more than 20% in two years, says MD

Eye on the future: H. Shankar, MD, CPCL, in conversation with N. Ravi Kumar, Senior Deputy Editor, The Hindu; and, right, a view of the audience at The Hindu Sustainability Summit 2025 on Friday. R. RAGU

The company’s entire water requirement is being ful�lled through desalination and sewage reclamation plants, he says at a �reside chat at 

The Hindu Sustainability Summit 2025; highlighting CPCL’s retail business, he says the �rm was one of the �rst to roll out BS-IV and BS-VI fuels
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Hindu Sustainability Sum-
mit 2025. “Our entire wa-
ter requirement is ful�lled
through the desalination
and sewage reclamation
plants we have set up,” he
said, adding that “We are a
zero freshwater-consum-
ing re�nery.”

Highlighting the compa-
ny’s retail business, Mr.
Shankar said, “Retail outlet
is an interesting and chal-
lenging business; as of
now, we have not been at
the forefront of public in-
terface. Retail brings us di-
rectly to the public.” The
CPCL has got 300 licences
now, he said, adding that
“We will start commission-

With Chennai’s growing
demand for water and ris-
ing stress on local sources,
experts at a panel discus-
sion on ‘Water for Tomor-
row- Sustainable Manage-
ment and Industrial
Responsibility’ at The Hin-
du Sustainability Summit
2025 highlighted the need
to recycle and reuse every
drop through advanced
treatment technologies,
and for better integration
between policy, industry,
and research.

G. Ravikumar, Professor
and Director of the Centre
for Water Resources at An-
na University, said that
while civil engineers cur-
rently handle most of the
water-related work in de-
partments such as the
Chennai Metropolitan Wa-
ter Supply and Sewerage
Board (CMWSSB), the Wa-
ter Resources Department
(WRD), and the Tamil Na-
du Water Supply and
Drainage (TWAD) Board,
they often lack a deep un-
derstanding of hydrologi-
cal systems. “Most civil en-
gineering graduates study
very little about water re-
sources or environmental
management,” he said,

proposing a dedicated un-
dergraduate programme in
Water Resources Engineer-
ing to build expertise.

Speaking from the in-
dustry’s perspective, P.
Kannan, Director (Opera-
tions), Chennai Petroleum
Corporation Ltd. (CPCL),
said industries are increas-
ingly adopting technolo-
gies to reduce freshwater
use and achieve zero liquid
discharge. “Nearly half of
the water used in re�neries
goes into cooling and gen-
eration processes. We treat
and reuse most of this wa-
ter within the plant itself,
cutting down on fresh wa-
ter consumption,” he said.
He added that closer col-
laboration between indus-
try, government, and re-
search institutions was
needed to develop indige-
nous water treatment
technologies.

Gaurav Kumar, Execu-
tive Director of the
CMWSSB, explained that
the city is advancing circu-
lar water use through its
Tertiary Treatment Re-
verse Osmosis (TTRO) and
Tertiary Treatment Ultra-
Filtration (TTUF) plants.
“Through these facilities,
used and black water are
thoroughly treated and
reused or released into

lakes for recharge,” he
said. He added that the
board plans to invite
school and college stu-
dents to visit these plants
to build awareness and en-
courage water conserva-
tion from a young age.

Navin Kumar, Managing
Director of Navin’s, said
the real estate sector has
steadily adopted water-e�-
cient technologies, includ-
ing grey-water recycling,
rainwater harvesting, and
low-�ow �xtures. 

Government incentives
“In commercial buildings,
recycled water can meet
up to 60% or 70% of the re-
quirements,” Mr. Navin
said. He also urged the go-
vernment to o�er incen-
tives such as temporary tax
rebates for developers who
construct certi�ed green
buildings. 

Mr. Navin added that
creating public awareness
of water conservation can-
not be a one-time exercise
and long-term awareness
campaigns and stronger ci-
tizen participation are key
to building a circular water
economy.

The session was moder-
ated by K. Lakshmi, Depu-
ty Editor, Reporting, The

Hindu.

‘Water recycling through
advanced technologies can
help meet rising demand’
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Timely appeal: From left, G. Ravikumar, Professor and Director, Centre for Water Resources, Anna

University; P. Kannan, Director (Operations), CPCL; Gaurav Kumar, Executive Director, CMWSSB; and

Navin Kumar, MD, Navin’s, in conversation with K. Lakshmi, Deputy Editor, The Hindu. R. RAGU

S
kill development and societal engagement
are the need of the hour to address the gaps
in adopting clean technologies, said panel-

lists at a session organised as part of The Hindu
Sustainability Summit 2025 held in the city on
Friday.

Speaking at the session on ‘Clean Tech for a
Sustainable Tomorrow-Accelerating Innovation in
Clean Technologies to Reduce Emissions and
Energy Footprints’, Shiva Nagendra, professor,
Department of Civil Engineering, IIT-Madras, said
the adoption of clean technology solutions is part
of a transition towards achieving a low-carbon fu-
ture and there is a need to keep pace with the cur-
rent requirements. 

Research institutions and industry should join
hands to address these challenges. 

As for innovations that could help in emission
reduction, he highlighted the need for installing
air puri�er devices. Air quality monitoring sta-
tions could be designed to report pollution levels
and control emissions. Such systems have been in-
stalled in various cities and they should be scaled
up. He also pointed to automated road dust collec-
tors as another solution. 

Responding to a question on Confederation of
Indian Industry’s e�orts to facilitate collaboration
between start-ups with innovative clean tech solu-
tions and industry, Kiran Ananth, Deputy Execu-
tive Director, CII-Godrej Green Business Centre,
said there is a disconnect between industries and
several start-ups o�ering innovative ideas. Many
of the start-ups are not yet technologically ready
for commercial deployment. 

CII supported business acceleration at various
levels, including �nancial assistance for start-ups’
commercial deployment, through programmes
like ASCEND. Nearly 10-15 start-ups are identi�ed
every year to make them commercially viable.
While industries should understand start-ups and
co-create, start-ups must also equip themselves
for the industrial ecosystem, besides developing
clean technology solutions, he said. 

Panellists also noted that achieving the coun-
try’s ambitious goal of net zero emissions by 2070
needs a change in mindset along with technologi-

cal advances. While
technologies are
available, the scale of
adoption varies
across industries,
and companies need
solutions based on
their operational re-
quirements. 

Responding to a
question on Larsen
& Toubro’s e�orts to
cut carbon footprint,
Santhosh Kumar

Singh, Chief Sustainability O�cer, L&T, said de-
carbonisation was not a separate vertical and it
was integrated into the company’s projects. 

Two-pronged approach
Noting that L&T followed a two-pronged ap-
proach and is prudent about its carbon footprints,
he said the company’s infrastructure and energy
projects for clients, including solar power plants,
are designed to reduce embodied carbon emis-
sions. Besides the use of green materials, the com-
pany is exploring the use of geo-polymer and
started constructing net zero buildings.

Elaborating on Building Information Modelling
(BIM), Sumithra Vasudevan, Associate Partner,
APROBUILD, said designs are modelled virtually
by incorporating di�erent systems. This helps to
reduce design errors and eliminate the need for
demolition or energy wastage during construc-
tion. The use of a BIM model ensures low-carbon
designs and optimal material use. However, it is
now primarily used in large-scale projects. 

Geetha Srimathi, senior reporter, The Hindu,

moderated the discussion. 

‘Adoption of clean
tech needs skill
development 
and societal
engagement’
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Kiran Ananth, Deputy Executive Director, CII, Godrej Green

Business Centre, Shiva Nagendra, Department of Civil

Engineering, IIT-Madras, Santosh Kumar Singh, Chief

Sustainability O�icer, L&T, and Sumitra Vasudevan,

Associate Partner, APRObuild, in conversation with Geetha

Srimathi, Senior Reporter, The Hindu, on Friday.

B. VELANKANNI RAJ

Panellists also noted
that achieving the
country’s ambitious
goal of net zero
emissions by 
2070 needs a
change in mindset
along with 
technological
advances

There is a need to increase
carbon sequestration in
the soil, which is 0.15% at
present against the pre-
ferred �gure of 2% to 5 %,
Sultan Ahmed Ismail,
Member, State Planning
Commission, said at The
Hindu Sustainability Sum-
mit 2025.

Mr. Ismail also called for
more interaction among
government departments.
He was speaking at a panel
discussion on ‘Policy and
Governance for Climate
Action-How Regulation, In-
centives, and Public-Priv-
ate Collaboration Can Ac-
celerate Sustainable
Growth’, moderated by Ku-
nal Shankar, Deputy Busi-
ness Editor, The Hindu. 

The ecologist also called
upon industries to grow
endemic trees and not go
in for varieties that grow
fast. Trees help to increase
earthworm populations
and they nurture soil mi-
crobes. 

Rohit Agrawala, Direc-
tor (Finance), Chennai Pe-
troleum Corporation Li-
mited, said his company
believed that the planet,
the people, and pro�ts
cannot be isolated. “A pio-
neer in water conserva-
tion, usage and treatment,
we have created a sustaina-
bility index for our own
processes. We have data on
how our CSR activities im-
pact the people. We also
have a road map for
achieving net zero and are
committed to it. CPCL op-
erates with zero freshwater
drawal and runs Asia’s �rst
sewerage reclamation
plant, along with a 5.8
MGD desalination unit en-
suring circular water use.” 

“Extensive rainwater
harvesting across 57 sites
and storm-water pond aug-

mentation to 79,500 KL
have enhanced waterbed
recharge and �ood resi-
lience, reinforcing CPCL’s
long-term water security
vision. The re�nery’s clean
energy transition includes
RLNG, BS-VI fuels, and 17.6
MW of solar and wind pow-
er, with the upcoming 400
kV grid enabling 100 MW
renewable import,” he
added.

CPCL is among the few
companies in the oil indus-
try that voluntarily adopt-
ed integrated annual re-
porting with limited
assurance and business
responsibility and sustain-
ability reporting (BRSR).
This marks a signi�cant
milestone in our journey
towards transparent and
accountable environmen-
tal, social, and governance
(ESG) disclosures. The in-
tegrated annual report
highlights how CPCL
creates value across �nan-
cial, manufactured, intel-
lectual, human, social, and
natural capitals, while
aligning each initiative
with the United Nations
Sustainable Development
Goals. These assurance
processes re�ect our
strong governance frame-
work and reinforce stake-
holder trust in CPCL’s sus-
tainability commitments,
he added. 

Jayanthi Raju Vadivelu,
Consulting Director, Cor-

porate Sustainability and
Climate Change, ERM, said
corporate governance be-
gins at the top, where lea-
dership sets the tone and
vision, which is then tran-
slated into strategy and
policies that are imple-
mented through processes
and procedures. 

Taking priority
Environmental concerns
have become a new priori-
ty as the climate change
impact intensi�es. Organi-
sations must identify their
ESG issues and use them as
a foundation to attract �-
nance for low-carbon tech-
nologies, not only for re-
porting. ESG disclosures
and ratings increase tran-
sparency for stakeholders,
but the true value lies in
leveraging them to drive
sustainable growth and
transformative change, she
added. Girish Palwe, Assis-
tant Mission Director, Ta-
mil Nadu Climate Change
Mission, Department of
Environment and Climate
Change, said the Tamil Na-
du Chief Minister's Green
Fellowship Programme,
being implemented in all
the districts in the State,
was doing well. Phase-I has
been completed. He added
that policies will not work
unless there is a bottom-
�rst approach, and one so-
lution for all issues will not
work. 

Experts bat for increasing
carbon sequestration of soil,
prioritising endemic trees
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Panellists at a session on ‘Policy and Governance for Climate Action’

held at The Hindu Sustainability Summit 2025. B. VELANKANNI RAJ
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S
upriya Sahu, Secre-
tary, Environment,
Climate Change and

Forests, said on Friday
that Senna spectabilis, a
highly invasive tree, had
been removed from 1,963
hectares of land in the Mu-
dumalai Tiger Reserve
with the help of locals.

These trees have been
identi�ed on a total of
2,448 hectares, and “we
have removed 80% of
them so far. They do not
help in biodiversity and
are not liked by animals
either. The cut trees are
being used for making
paper as the Forest De-
partment has tied up with
the Tamil Nadu Newsprint
and Papers Limited”, she
added.

Responding to a ques-
tion on the challenges
from invasive species in
forests by The Hindu’s
Chief of Bureau Ramya
Kannan at a �reside chat
on ‘Greening Tamil Nadu-
The State’s Climate Action
and Environmental Ste-
wardship’ at The Hindu
Sustainability Summit
2025, Ms. Sahu said many
of the projects the State
was implementing were
the ‘�rsts’ in India. “The
lessons that we learnt
have... informed our
work. Removal of invasive
species was one of the ma-
jor challenges faced by for-
est managers. They are
really taking over the for-
ests, not just here but el-
sewhere too.” 

Government’s plan
Asked about the Tamil Na-
du government’s man-
grove mission, she said
mangroves are much bet-
ter at anchoring carbon;
they are a cradle of biodi-
versity; and are good bio-
shields against tsunami.
She cited the examples of
Muthupettai and Pichava-
ram where the mangroves
had shielded the local
communities from the tsu-
nami. 

“We worked with sever-
al national agencies to

map mangrove locations.
These are not just places
where they currently exist
but had existed earlier. We
worked with local people,
used data science and
technology, and created
around 2,400 hectares of
new mangrove plantations
in places such as Ennore
and Adyar. Those new

patches are coming up
beautifully. We have creat-
ed massive nurseries to
grow the plants. One such
facility is at Ennore, which
has one lakh mangrove
plants,” she said. 

Responding to a ques-
tion on man-animal con-
�ict, Ms. Sahu said the
State had always followed

a policy of co-existence
and not of elimination.
“There are strategies that
can help us, and the use of
technology is one of the
most important things
today.”

“With the coming of ar-
ti�cial intelligence, we
have set up AI cameras
and watchtowers in Ma-

dukkarai where we have
saved the lives of ele-
phants. We are planning
to augment it [the project]
with drones in the near fu-
ture. In Gudalur, we are
setting up AI cameras in a
di�erent terrain. They will
come into operation by
the end of this,” she ad-
ded. 

Ms. Sahu also said that
ours is the only state in the
country to use more than
hundred anti-poaching
watchers from amongst
tribals, who are working
continuously with com-
munities and saving lives.
Giving compensation to fa-
milies of victims is also ve-
ry important, which is
why the Chief Minister M.
K. Stalin has set up a cor-
pus fund of ₹10 crore.

‘Senna spectabilis removed from 1,963
hectares in Mudumalai Tiger Reserve’

Supriya Sahu, Secretary, Environment, Climate Change and Forests, in conversation with Ramya Kannan, Chief of Bureau, The Hindu. R. RAGU

The trees have been identi�ed on a total of 2,448 hectares, and 80% of trees have been cleared, says T.N. Environment Secretary Supriya Sahu; the

State has created 2,400 hectares of mangrove plantations in places such as Ennore and Adyar, and uses tech to reduce man-animal con�icts, she adds

The Hindu Bureau
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Ask the experts: A Q&A session in progress during the ‘Greening Tamil Nadu-The State’s Climate Action and Environmental Stewardship’ fireside chat. R. RAGU

With the coming of
arti�cial intelligence, we
have set up AI cameras
and watchtowers in
Madukkarai where we
have saved the lives of
elephants

SUPRIYA SAHU
Secretary, Environment, Climate
Change and Forests

Climate �nance experts
underscored the need for
innovative capital models,
reliable data, and stronger
private participation to ac-
celerate India’s green tran-
sition. They were speaking
at a panel discussion on
‘Financing the Green Tran-
sition: The Role of Sustain-
able Capital’ at The Hindu
Sustainability Summit
2025.

T. Vivekanandhan,
Lead-ESG and Sustainable
Finance, Samunnati Fi-
nance, said that while agri-
culture forms a signi�cant
part of India’s economy, it
often remains outside the
mainstream green �-
nance. “We focus exclu-
sively on agricultural mi-
cro, small and medium
enterprises and farmer-
producer organisations,
and a portion of our port-
folio also includes direct
farmer lending. The idea
is to make agriculture part
of the green �nance con-
versation,” he said, noting
that the sector requires
more targeted investment
to build resilience and pre-
pare it for climate
challenges.

He explained how global

investors and institutional
funds are increasingly
aligning with the UN Princi-
ples for Responsible Invest-
ment (UNPRI), channelling
funds towards companies
that demonstrate measura-
ble environmental and so-
cial outcomes. 

“Earlier, the classi�ca-
tion of green �nance was
broad, but now with frame-
works such as the EU’s Sus-
tainable Finance Disclo-
sure Regulation, clearer

de�nitions are emerging.
This is helping to ensure ac-
countability in what quali-
�es as a green investment,”
he said.

Shravan Shankar, co-
founder of Climake, high-
lighted the need for blend-
ed �nance and catalytic
capital to bridge the fund-
ing gap between the public
and private sectors. “Pu-
blic capital has a market-
making role — it can de-risk
investments, o�er guaran-

tees, and create enabling
conditions for private
players to participate. But
scaling from billions to tril-
lions will require private
capital to step in decisive-
ly,” he said.

Green �nancing
Mr. Shankar pointed out
that while India’s green �-
nancing has grown sub-
stantially — with renewable
energy, electric mobility,
and energy transition sec-

tors leading the way — oth-
er critical areas such as
adaptation and resilience
remain underfunded. “Cli-
mate �nance today is �ow-
ing mostly to mitigation,
not adaptation. Public cap-
ital must continue to drive
climate resilience invest-
ments that do not yield di-
rect �nancial returns but
have deep social impact,”
he added.

Gita Chengappa, Gener-
al Manager of TREC-STEP,
said the earliest stages of
climate innovation — from
prototype to proof of con-
cept — are the most �nan-
cially vulnerable. “Tradi-
tional �nanciers are wary

of early-stage climate inno-
vations. Incubators have a
crucial role in de-risking
such ideas,” she said.

Ms. Chengappa said her
team is developing a cli-
mate tech �nance incuba-
tor to o�er timely, custo-
mised support for
early-stage innovators. The
initiative will also include a
gender inclusion track, led
by experts, to support wo-
men-led enterprises, re-
cognising that while wo-
men often demonstrate
strong resource manage-
ment skills, they continue
to face barriers to funds. 

The panellists said the
lack of reliable, granular
datasets continues to con-
strain the scale and preci-
sion of climate-related in-
vestments. “Climate is
local — conditions vary
across districts and even
blocks. Yet much of the
available data is aggregated
at the national or State le-
vel, which limits its usabili-
ty for real-world risk mo-
delling. Without localised
data, investors and innova-
tors struggle to design ef-
fective solutions,” Mr. Vive-
kanandhan said.

The session was moder-
ated by N. Ravi Kumar, Se-
nior Deputy Editor, The
Hindu. 

Stronger private �nance and better datasets key
to accelerating green transition in India: experts
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

T. Vivekanandhan, Lead-ESG and Sustainable Finance, Samunnati Finance; Shravan Shankar, 

co-founder of Climake; and Gita Chengappa, General Manager of TREC-STEP, are in conversation 

with N. Ravikumar, Senior Deputy Editor, The Hindu, in Chennai on Friday. B. VELANKANNI RAJ 

We focus exclusively on
agricultural micro, small
and medium enterprises
and farmer-producer
organisations, and a
portion of our portfolio
also includes direct
farmer lending. The idea
is to make agriculture
part of the green �nance
conversation. 

T. VIVEKANANDHAN,
Lead-ESG and Sustainable 
Finance, Samunnati Finance

I
ndian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) is
working rapidly towards sustainable aviation
fuel (SAF), IOCL Chief General Manager

Anita Shrivastava said. 
“SAF has been on our agenda for a couple of

years. At our Panipet re�nery, co-processing has
started for a 30 Kilo Tonnes Per Annum [facility],
and this is the �rst Indian facility to receive the
international sustainability certi�cation,” she said
at a panel discussion at The Hindu Sustainability
Summit 2025. The panel discussion, ‘Energy
Transition in India: The Road Ahead-How Oil and
Gas, Renewables and Emerging Fuels Can
Co-exist in the Journey towards Net Zero’, was
moderated by Kunal Shankar, Deputy Business
Editor, The Hindu.

Ms. Shrivastava said, “Our R&D centres and
other departments have brought in hydrogen in a
big way. We have also worked on premier
branded fuels which are loading carbon dioxide
emissions. We have made rapid strides in electric
vehicle recharging. We have more than 13,500
charging stations.” 

Becoming globally competitive
Ravi Ganapathy, Regional Director, ESG
Solutions, GovEVA, pointed out that many of the
companies do not realise that ESG could make
them globally competitive. If they become
proactive and start accounting for carbon
emissions, water usage, waste, and governance
aspects, it would be a great boost, he added. 

Asked how could micro, small and medium
units do the same, Mr. Ganapathy said, “If you
start your ESG accounting early in your journey,
you will start reaping the bene�ts early too. Now,
ESG accounting is directly proportionate to the

size of the
organisation. So, for
the MSMEs, it is not
going to cost much
at all. And scalability
is even less
expensive. Which
businessman is
going to say ‘no’ to
logical cost-savings?”

Shaivee Malik,
Co-Founder and
COO of Yotuh
Energy, shared her

views on the �nancing aspects and said, “When
we are making some solutions that are
battery-based, they do come with an initial
higher cost. Even though the unit economics
makes sense, the high capex becomes a barrier.
When we are trying to reach it out to more
customers, having much more ease on �nancing
will make it more adaptable.” 

Harish Pazhani, Senior Program Research
Specialist, WRI India, said India has surpassed
500 GW of total installed power capacity and the
key notable point here is that close to 51% of it
comes from non-fossil fuel sources which include
hydro and nuclear. He underscored the
importance of long-term planning and alternative
mechanisms like energy e�ciency.
“Infrastructure like storage is crucial. Storage will
play a major role. We have to ramp up storage
signi�cantly,” he said. 

‘IOCL working
towards sustainable
aviation fuel, has
made rapid strides
in EV recharging’

Anita Shrivastava, Chief General Manager, IOCL, speaking

at The Hindu Sustainability Summit 2025. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

Infrastructure is
crucial. Storage will
play a major role.
We have to ramp
up [energy] storage
signi�cantly, says
Harish Pazhani,
Senior Program
Research Specialist,
WRI India
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Anita Shrivastava, IOCL Chief General Manager, Shaivee

Malik, Co-Founder and COO of Yotuh Energy, Harish

Pazhani, Senior Program Research Specialist, WRI India,

and Ravi Ganapathy, Regional Director, ESG Solutions,

GovEVA, in conversation with Kunal Shankar, Deputy

Business Editor, The Hindu. B. VELANKANNI RAJ
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The AP MSME Development Corporation is
organising a Global MSME Export Development
Convention-2025 in Visakhapatnam on
November 9 and 10. It is part of the Reverse
Buyer-Seller Meet initiative of the Central
Government’s Raising and Accelerating MSME
Performance (RAMP) scheme. “The event is
being held in collaboration with the India SME
Forum,” according to a release. Thirty-four
international buyers from 16 countries are
participating. 

Registration is open online at:
https://indiasmeforum.org/itd/rbsm-vizag-2025

Global MSME convention in
Vizag on November 9, 10

D
eputy Chief Minis-
ter and Minister
for Panchayat Raj

& Rural Development and
Rural Water Supply, K. Pa-
wan Kalyan has instructed
the o�cials to expedite the
process of linking all rural
roads to GeoSadak, the on-
line platform of Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
that manages and displays
geospatial data related to
village roads.

Aligning with the GeoSa-
dak would help in real-
time tracking of road con-
ditions and undertake im-
provement measures
accordingly, Mr. Pawan Ka-
lyan said and asked the of-
�cials to submit of an ac-
tion plan in 48 hours.  

Addressing a review
meeting on the depart-
ments in his portfolio, at
his camp o�ce near Man-
galagiri on Friday, Mr. Pa-
wan Kalyan said linking the
Adavi Thalli Bata scheme
with the GeoSadak should
be taken up as a pilot pro-
ject and that the construc-
tion of 662 roads connect-
ing 761 tribal villages
should be carried out at a
brisk pace. 

A total of ₹1,158 crore
has been mobilised for
these works from Pradhan
Mantri Janjati Adivasi

Nyaya Maha Abhiyan (PM
JANMAN), Mahatma Gand-
hi National Rural Em-
ployee Guarantee Scheme
and the State’s co�ers to
some extent. 

Pointing out that the
progress in the implemen-
tation of Adavi Thalli Bata
was not up to the mark, he
insisted that the challenges
being faced in the Agency
areas must be overcome
with a proper plan. 

He wanted any issues
faced in its execution, es-
pecially in Alluri Sitharama
Raju and Parvatipuram-
Manyam districts, by duly
consulting with the forest
and other departments
concerned. 

Mr. Pawan Kalyan said
the o�cials should ensure

that quality standards
were maintained in works
being implemented under
the Jal Jeevan Mission ( JJM)
and told them to gear up
for the launch of Palle Pan-
duga 2.0 with the help of
Special Assistance to States
for Capital Investment
(SASCI) funds. He wanted
the PR&RD Department of-
�cials to coordinate with
the Finance Department
for the speedy release of
₹2,123 crore of SASCI funds
for launching the Palle
Panduga 2.0. 

The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter said that he would mon-
itor the progress of JJM
projects from the third
week of November and
make �eld visits after No-
vember 17 to inspect the

ongoing works. Mr. Pawan
Kalyan asked the o�cials
that the Survey of Villages
Abadi and Mapping with
Improvised Technology in
Village Areas (SVAMITVA)
should be implemented
properly as per the guide-
lines. 

Ownership cards 
One crore property owner-
ship cards should be given
by the end of March 2026,
with the State government
seal printed on them with-
out fail. 

Principal Secretary (PR
& RD) Sashibhushan Ku-
mar, Commissioner M.V.R.
Krishna Teja, Survey De-
partment Secretary R. Kur-
manath and others were
present. 

Pawan calls for speedy
alignment of rural 
roads with GeoSadak

Deputy Chief Minister K. Pawan Kalyan chairing a review meeting on Palle Panduga-2.0 and Jal Jeevan

Mission, at his camp o�ice, near Mangalagiri, on Friday. 

The move will help in real-time tracking of road conditions, says the Deputy Chief Minister 

and directs o�cials to speed up works pertaining to 662 roads connecting 761 tribal hamlets 

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Tourism Minister Kandula Durgesh on Friday
said the future belonged to tourism. Speaking at
a programme organised by the Indian High
Commission, after conclusion of the World Travel
Market exhibition, in London, he said the expo
served as a platform to provide publicity for the
State’s tourism. Mr. Durgesh invited the delegates
to A.P., informing them that the sector was given
industry status and that a new tourism policy
had been released. He invited the investors to
invest in the tourism and hospitality sectors, and
invited them to the Partnership Summit in
Visakhapatnam on November 14 and 15.

State best bet for investors,
says Tourism Minister 

INBRIEF
�

A national inspiration 

Schoolchildren rendering ‘Vande Mataram’ as part of the celebrations marking the 150th anniversary of the National Song, at AU English

Medium High School, in Visakhapatnam on Friday. V. RAJU

Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu on Friday an-
nounced a grand reward
for Telugu cricketer Shree
Charani, a member of the
Indian women’s cricket
team that recently won the
World Cup. He declared a
cash award of ₹2.5 crore,
1,000 square yards of land
in Kadapa and a Group-1 of-
�cer post, in recognition of
her stellar performance
and contribution to India’s
historic victory.

Ms. Shree Charani
called on Mr. Naidu and
Minister for IT and HRD
Nara Lokesh at the CM’s
Camp O�ce, where she
was extended a warm
welcome.

During the interaction,

Ms. Shree Charani shared
the joyful moments of the
World Cup victory and ex-
pressed her gratitude to
the Chief Minister and the
State government for their
support. Congratulating
her, Mr. Naidu praised the
Indian women’s cricket

team, stating that their vic-
tory had set a example for
aspiring women athletes.
He wished Ms. Shree Cha-
rani and the team greater
success in future. Ms.
Shree Charani presented
Mr. Naidu a T-shirt signed
by all members of the

World Cup-winning Indian
team. Former Indian wo-
men’s cricket captain Mith-
ali Raj was present. Earlier,
at Gannavaram airport, the
cricketer was given a grand
reception by Ministers V.
Anitha, S. Savitha, and G.
Sandhya Rani, ACA presi-
dent Kesineni Chinni, se-
cretary Sana Satish, and
SAAP Chairman A. Ravi
Naidu.

Govt. bonanza for Shree Charani
The Hindu Bureau
AMARAVATI

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu and HRD Minister N. Lokesh

with Shree Charani (extreme left) and former cricketer Mithali Raj, 

in Amaravati on Friday. PTI 

CM announces cash
award of ₹2.5 crore,
1,000 square yards
of land in Kadapa
and Group-1 job in
recognition of her
stellar performance
and contribution to
India’s historic 
World Cup victory

The Tirumala Tirupati De-
vasthanams (TTD) on Fri-
day announced that the ex-
act schedule for the release
of Vaikunta Ekadasi Dwara
Darshan tickets will be an-
nounced soon. The 10-day
festival will be celebrated
from December 30 to Janu-
ary 8. TTD Executive O�c-
er Anil Kumar Singhal says
the modalities for issuing
both online and o�ine
tickets are being �nalised
to ensure a transparent
and seamless process.

“We are committed to a
fair and pilgrim-friendly
system of token issuance,”
Mr. Singhal said while an-
choring the monthly ‘Dial
Your EO’ public interaction
programme.

Responding to sugges-
tions on reducing advance
booking timelines and

change of timings of the is-
suance of SSD and SriVani
tickets, Mr. Singhal empha-
sised that decisions were
taken based on pilgrim
feedback gathered through
surveys, WhatsApp mes-
sages, emails, and letters.

“Over 70% of darshan
slots are still being allocat-
ed to common devotees,”
he added, noting that a

special committee had
been constituted to
streamline various dar-
shan formats and ensure a
hassle-free experience. He
assured that the updates
regarding the pending
2023 job noti�cation
would be released soon.

Anga Pradakshinam
In a major pilgrim-friendly
initiative, the TTD an-
nounced that the online to-
kens for ‘Anga Pradakshi-
nam’ would be made
available to the devotees
on �rst come, �rst served
basis. Brie�ng the media,
Mr. Singhal said the deci-
sion was taken in the larger
interest of the devotees,
and that would come into
force from February. The
existing system of issuing
tokens under the ‘lucky
dip’ format would perma-
nently cease to exist since
then.

TTD to soon announce
release dates of Vaikunta
Dwara Darshan tickets 
The Hindu Bureau
TIRUMALA

We are committed to a fair and

pilgrim-friendly system of token

issuance for the 10-day festival

commencing December 30,

says Executive O�icer 

Anil Kumar Singhal. FILE PHOTO

Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu has asserted
that the NDA government
is committed to welfare of
the farmers, and due prior-
ity has been given to en-
sure MSP to various crops.

Participating in the
125th birth anniversary ce-
lebrations of Acharya N.G.
Ranga, at Acharya N.G.
Ranga Agricultural Univer-
sity at Lam in Guntur dis-
trict on Friday, Mr. Naidu
said the agriculture sector
achieved a growth rate of

16.60% in GSDP between
2014-2019, and it dropped
to 10% in 2019-24. The coa-
lition government in-
creased it to 15.45% in
2024-25. In spite of �nan-
cial constraints, the go-
vernment cleared dues to
the farmers that were piled
up during the YSRCP rule.
In 2024-25, the govern-
ment purchased 55.79 lakh
MT of paddy for ₹12,857
crore.

Payments were made to
the farmers’ accounts
within 24 hours. Also, a
sum of ₹7,000 was given to
each farmer under the An-

nadata Sukhibhava. Mr.
Naidu said the government
could mitigate the damag-
es caused by Cyclone Mon-
tha to the farm sector with
concerted e�orts by the go-
vernment machinery and
by using advanced technol-
ogies. In 2014-19, a sum of
₹20,000 had been paid per
hectare to farmers towards
cyclone damages. It was re-
duced to ₹17,000 by the
YSRCP government. Now it
was increased to
₹25,000. The coalition go-
vernment paid 95% of the
crop insurance upon com-
ing to power, he observed.

Govt. is committed to welfare 
of farmers, says Naidu

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Managing Director of AP-
Genco and CEO of AP State
Energy Conservation Mis-
sion (AP-SECM) S. Naga-
lakshmi has directed the
o�cials to expedite imple-
mentation of the ongoing
Energy E�ciency (EE) and
conservation programmes
across the State.

Chairing a review meet-
ing on the activities of
SECM on Friday, she em-
phasised that EE was a cru-
cial pillar of the State’s
energy transition strategy
and instructed the team to

focus on achieving tangible
outcomes under key sec-
tors such as buildings, in-
dustry, municipalities,
agriculture, and transport
with the support of the Bu-
reau of Energy E�ciency
(BEE).

Ms. Nagalakshmi told
the o�cials to ensure that
all initiatives were aligned
with the State Energy E�-
ciency Action Plan and
Energy Conservation and
Energy E�ciency Policy
2023–28. She called for
strict compliance with the
Energy Conservation
Building Code (ECBC) in all
the ULBs.

‘Expedite energy
e�ciency programmes’
The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

NUMEROLOGY EXPERT for career,
health, education, marriage & busi-
ness success. Name correction &
remedies. Various astrology in−
depth consultations are available.
Call 7893504707 now!

PERSONAL

CHANGE OF NAME

NUMEROLOGY

PUBLIC NOTICE

REAL ESTATE

SELLING

GENERAL

TENDERS
PERSONAL

LOST & FOUND
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 17.15 HRS)

Forecast for Saturday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places over

Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala and Mahe. Thunderstorm

accompanied with lightning likely at isolated places over Tamil

Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala and Mahe
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......31.6...... 23.4 Kozhikode ....................... —......33.0...... 23.6

Ahmedabad............. —......30.8...... 17.0 Kurnool ........................... —......34.2...... 24.0

Aizawl ........................3......29.0...... 18.7 Lucknow.......................... —......29.3...... 13.8

Allahabad ................ —......29.5...... 13.9 Madurai ........................... —......35.5...... 24.6

Bengaluru................ —......28.8...... 20.7 Mangaluru....................... —......30.2...... 20.2

Bhopal ..................... —......28.8...... 11.0 Mumbai ........................... —......32.5...... 24.2

Bhubaneswar .......... —......32.3...... 19.8 Mysuru............................. —......30.0...... 18.8

Chandigarh.............. —......29.4...... 13.0 New Delhi........................ —......28.6...... 12.7

Chennai ................... —......32.2...... 24.6 Patna............................... —......29.5...... 20.8

Coimbatore ............. —......32.6...... 21.6 Port Blair ......................... —......30.1...... 24.5

Dehradun................. —......30.9...... 12.8 Puducherry .....................13......31.7...... 24.3

Gangtok ................... —......22.4...... 12.8 Pune ................................ —......31.9...... 20.6

Goa........................... —......31.3...... 22.9 Raipur.............................. —......31.5...... 19.2

Guwahati ................. —......30.6...... 21.9 Ranchi ............................. —......27.8...... 17.4

Hubballi ................... —......28.0...... 21.0 Shillong ........................... —......22.0...... 14.4

Hyderabad............... —......30.7...... 20.1 Shimla ............................. —......22.2...... 11.2

Imphal ..................... —......29.8...... 20.3 Srinagar........................... —......17.5........ 0.2

Jaipur ...................... —......29.3...... 13.0 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......33.3...... 23.4

Kochi........................ —......30.2...... 24.6 Tiruchi ............................. —......31.5...... 25.4

Kohima .................12.5......19.8...... 16.2 Vijayawada...................... —......33.4...... 23.0

Kolkata .................... —......31.6...... 24.0 Visakhapatnam................ —......32.0...... 25.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Delhi recorded

an overall air quality

index (AQI) score of 322

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Shillong,

Meghalaya recorded a

healthy AQI score of 18

Ahmedabad ..... ...8 ..31 .17 .....86 ...213 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ...8 ..25 .36 .....60 ...178 ......*

Chennai............ ...4 ..38 ..— .....65 ...298 ......*

Delhi ................. .44 115 105 ...352 ...328 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .10 ..35 .31 ...119 ...141 ......*

Kolkata............. ...7 ..17 .37 ...245 ...161 ......*

Lucknow........... .10 ..55 .49 ...186 ...163 ......*

Mumbai ............ ...5 ..— .39 ...274 ...262 ......*

Pune ................. ...7 ..67 .71 ...134 ...152 ......*

Visakhapatnam .13 ..72 .20 ...156 ...164 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

INBRIEF
�

The Excise department has submitted the
chargesheet in a case in which four people,
including three Malayalam �lmmakers, were
arrested on charges of possessing ganja recently.
The Excise Enforcement and Anti-Narcotic
Special Squad, Ernakulam, �led the chargesheet
against directors Khalid Rahman, Ashraf Hamsa,
and Sameer Thahir and their friend Shalif
Muhammad before the Judicial First Class
Magistrate Court, Ernakulam, sources said. 

Filmmakers booked in 
ganja case in Kerala 

T
he continuing hu-
man-tiger con�ict
has left authorities

at their wits’ end, with
another farmer killed in a
tiger attack in Saragur ta-
luk of Mysuru district in
Karnataka, on Friday, the
third such death. 

In response, Karnataka
Forest Minister Eshwar B.
Khandre has ordered the
immediate closure of safari
operations in Nagarahole
and Bandipur and sus-
pended trekking activities
in human-wildlife con�ict
zones. He directed to de-
ploy all available forest per-
sonnel to capture the tiger
responsible for the repeat-
ed attacks.

The latest incident took
place at dawn at Hale Heg-
gudilu village. Chowdaiah
Naika, 35, had ventured in-
to his �eld when he was
dragged by a tiger, which
left him dead.

The incident came to

light when locals found a
body in the elephant-proof
trench abutting the forest
and the village. It is specu-
lated that the tiger, which
was lurking nearby, at-
tacked the farmer and
dragged him to the trench

where his body was found.
In a written directive to

the Principal Chief Conser-
vator of Forests and Chief
Wildlife Warden, Mr.
Khandre expressed grief
over the farmer’s death.

Prabhakaran, Deputy
Conservator of Forests,
Bandipur Tiger Reserve,
who con�rmed the inci-
dent, said the village where
the latest tiger attack took
place, is at an aerial dis-
tance of 6 to 7 km from the
previous site, Koodagi vil-
lage, where Doddanin-
gaiah lost his life in a tiger
attack.

There have been four
tiger attacks in Saragur-HD
Kote belt in the last few
weeks. Three farmers have
lost their lives while one
lost his vision. 

Farmer killed in tiger attack;
safaris stopped in Bandipur

Three lives have been lost in tiger attacks along the fringes of the

Nagarahole–Bandipur forests. FILE PHOTO

Karnataka Forest Minister suspends trekking activities in human-wildlife con�ict zones; directs all

available forest personnel be deployed to capture the tiger responsible for the repeated attacks

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

The Kerala Motor Vehicles Department (MVD) on
Friday carried out a drive against private tourist
buses from other States operating without paying
State road tax here, o�cials said. As many as 28
buses were intercepted during the operation for
violations, including non-payment of road tax,
overspeeding, and use of banned air horns.
Though such vehicles possess All India Permits,
they are still required to pay State road tax when
ferrying passengers within Kerala, they said. PTI

Kerala cracks down on other
State buses evading road tax

Leaders of the Tirumala Parirakshana Sainyam
on Friday alleged that despite Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu’s directions for an
immediate action, the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) was yet to act tough and
clear the illegal hawkers and unauthorised
pavement dwellers in Tirumala. The organisation
also accused the temple administration of
allowing unauthorised traders to thrive at the
cost of local residents’ livelihoods and sanctity
and security of the town. The organisation leader
Kola Lakshmipathi alleged that over 500
non-local vendors had been doing business for
the past several years without licence,
hand-in-glove with the TTD sta�. “While genuine
local residents are struggling to survive, outsiders
enjoying political patronage are minting
fortunes. The Chief Minister’s O�ce has issued
written orders to the TTD Executive O�cer to
clear all illegal stalls and restore order, yet
nothing has changed,” he alleged, releasing a
copy of the letter to the media.

TTD accused of turning a
blind eye to illegal hawkers

Accusing the BRS and BJP
of “stalling Hyderabad’s
growth and looting Telan-
gana’s resources,” Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy
appealed to the voters of
Jubilee Hills to “vote after
comparing the Congress’
record of development
with that of BRS and BJP.”

Addressing a press meet
on Friday, he said, “From
2004 to 2014, the Congress
ruled both at the Centre
and in the State. From 2014

to 2023, the BRS was in
power here and the BJP at
the Centre. Compare what
each achieved and then de-
cide your vote.”

Listing out Congress’s
contribution to Hydera-
bad’s transformation, he
said, “International Air-
port, Metro Rail, Know-
ledge centres, IT expan-
sion, pharma, all these
developments began un-
der the Congress regime.
Hyderabad’s revenue
growth is based on Con-
gress’ long-term planning.”

He accused Union Mi-

nister G. Kishan Reddy and
BRS working president K.T.
Rama Rao of derailing pro-
jects. “BRS, BJP stopped
the Information Technolo-
gy Investment Region pro-
ject to Hyderabad,” he
said. “If both BJP and BRS
had supported us, we
could have expanded the
Metro, brought Godavari
waters, and cleaned the
Musi river. Why are you ob-
structing Musi rejuvena-
tion, Kishan Reddy?” he
asked. 

He said that the BRS will
be defeated and the BJP

will lose its deposit. He also
asked BJP Ministers Mr.
Kishan Reddy and Bandi
Sanjay Kumar whether
they were ready to take the
challenge on retaining the
deposit.Mr. Revanth Reddy
also alleged that former
CM “KCR wasted over ₹1
lakh crore on projects like
Kaleshwaram and built
Pragati Bhavan for himself
and his family. He demol-
ished the Secretariat just
for his son’s vaastu beliefs
and built a new one. Did
anyone get jobs because of
it? .”

BRS and BJP looted Telangana: Revanth
R. Ravikanth Reddy
HYDERABAD
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T
he U.S. federal government shutdown has
entered its 39th day, making it the longest
such closure in American history, with a

sharp impact on nearly 1.4 million federal em-
ployees who have been furloughed without pay,
not to mention countless more a�ected by the
suspension of a range of public services. The lat-
est blow to the American public came on the
heels of an announcement that major U.S. air-
lines would be reducing �ights at more than 40
airports this week owing to a shortfall in air tra�c
controllers, leading to a heightened threat to air
safety. The shutdown has also crippled normal
functions in food and nutrition bene�ts including
food stamps for the poor, early learning pro-
grammes for low-income families, services relat-
ed to the Internal Revenue Service, national
parks and social services. At the heart of the de-
bate that led to the congressional stalemate was
the expiration of subsidies for health insurance
premiums purchased via the A�ordable Care Act
marketplace. At this point there would appear to
be a glimmer of hope for resolution of the parti-
san logjam as the Senate is expected to vote on an
amended budget bill following Republicans pre-
senting a fresh proposal, which includes a short-
term stopgap funding measure. Also bundled is a
potential one year of �scal support for food assis-
tance, veterans a�airs and military construction.

However, the deeper malaise of bitter polarisa-
tion in the political discourse persists, even if
painful shutdowns come and go. Mr. Trump cer-
tainly bettered his �rst term election victory
when he galloped into the White House in 2024.
Despite the “red shift” that handed him a win in
every swing State last year, liberals and progres-
sives have certainly not thrown in the towel; rath-
er, they have regrouped to make a strong show-
ing in the recent mayoral, gubernatorial and
other State-level elections. At stake are the most
poignant of policy issues impacting ordinary
Americans, including jobs, tari�s and in�ation,
but also pressing questions on immigration,
health care and education. While it is only to be
expected that American society, known for �er-
cely guarding the rights guaranteed in the Consti-
tution’s First Amendment, will regularly and vo-
ciferously express divergent views on these
critical subjects, the substantive core of good go-
vernance will be lost to many unless the spirit of
bipartisanship �ickers once again amidst the
shambles of congressional dysfunction. In this
context the debilitation wreaked by the ongoing
shutdown only shows that there is a need for a
new normal in U.S. politics, a humane, pragmatic
middle path between unbridled Trumpism and
the old world of progressive America.

Shutdown showdown
Unbridled Trumpism has reduced any

space for bipartisan cooperation 

T
he �rst phase of Bihar’s Assembly elec-
tions on Thursday witnessed a hearten-
ing democratic statistic — an impressive

voter turnout across 121 constituencies. Provi-
sional estimates have placed the �gure at 64.69%,
which may rise further as complete data emerge
from all polling booths. These same constituen-
cies have consistently recorded turnouts bet-
ween 55.4% and 55.85% across the last four polls
— Assembly and general elections. The nearly
nine percentage point jump signals a reinvigorat-
ed engagement with the electoral process. The
numbers reveal a more compelling story. Despite
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) process re-
ducing registered electors from 3.88 crore in the
2024 general election to 3.73 crore now, the ac-
tual voter count surged from 2.15 crore to a provi-
sional 2.42 crore. Predictably, the ruling coalition
has rushed to attribute the surge to popular wel-
fare schemes, framing it as pro-incumbency sen-
timent, while the Opposition has interpreted it as
anti-incumbency fervour and a hunger for
change. However, drawing de�nitive conclusions
from turnout �gures alone would be premature. 

Academic studies have shown that there has
been little correlation between increased voter
participation and anti- or pro-incumbency in As-
sembly elections. But disaggregated data could
o�er insights. A spike in women’s participation
might validate the impact of cash transfer
schemes implemented on the eve of the elections
by the Nitish Kumar-led government. Conversely,
increased youth voting could re�ect a yearning
for change in a State where unemployment and
large-scale migration remain persistent con-
cerns. But the Election Commission of India (ECI)
has not yet released gender-based turnout data,
leaving such analysis in the realm of speculation.
What seems indisputable is that the heightened
discourse around the SIR process played a role.
The Opposition’s Voter Adhikar Yatra and sus-
tained focus on voter roll issues appear to have
sensitised citizens about the sanctity of their fran-
chise. A day before polling, the Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, raised
concerns about electoral roll discrepancies in Ha-
ryana, alleging inadequate action by the ECI. Bi-
har’s �rst-phase turnout o�ers an instructive les-
son: concerns about electoral processes are most
e�ectively addressed not merely through criti-
cism but by mobilising organisational machinery
to educate and energise voters about registration
and participation. The Congress and other Oppo-
sition parties would do well to channel their ap-
prehensions about electoral integrity into syste-
matic grassroots work that empowers citizens to
claim their democratic rights — a strategy that
could possibly yield tangible results at the ballot
box while strengthening democratic institutions.

Turnout bump
Voter awareness clearly surged
following the SIR controversy

T
he year 2025 began with a new POTUS
(President of the United States) and is
ending with Zohran Mamdani as the
incoming new Mayor of New York City

(NYC). It is a curious twist of fortunes, but all this
while welfarism keeps returning centre stage.
Politicians of the left and the right reach for it
when inequality widens or when growth feels
exclusive. Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva in Brazil, the
Keir Starmer government in the United Kingdom,
and in India, various Chief Ministers have built on
welfare-led politics. Now, the Big Apple will have
its “Mamdani moment”.

Mr. Mamdani will begin governing only from
January 1, 2026, with an all-women Transition
Team, but the headline promises — free buses,
rent freezes, universal childcare — pose a basic
question. What does sustainable welfarism look
like in economies that still rely on markets to
allocate most goods and services?

The two sides to welfare
The appeal is obvious. Welfare acts fast. It
bypasses the slow grind of productivity reforms
and delivers visible outcomes: children in school,
workers in transit, families housed. Yet, there is a
boundary condition that voters sense and
economists formalise — quality often erodes,
deadweight losses creep in with welfarism, and
black markets �ourish when prices are pushed
below cost. Free buses without cost discipline can
mean fewer buses or poorly maintained �eets.
Rent freezes can protect tenants yet deter new
construction, with “key money” resurfacing. Free
childcare can expand access but strain quality if
sta�ng and training are not funded.

Does this mean conventional economics is
merely pinched lipped about compassion? Not
quite. Incentives are not a moral preference; they
describe behaviour. Set a price to zero, demand
rises; if supply cannot scale, queues and
side-payments follow. But economics also
recognises distribution: policies aiding the
worst-o� can increase social welfare even with
some ine�ciency. Here, John Rawls matters —
judge society by its least advantaged. If markets
leave many out because they cannot pay (or sell)
at the moment of need, the state can subsidise
buyers and sellers to re-admit them on fair terms.
It may well be what NYC voters are signalling.

So, should Rawls replace Pareto, or must a
healthy polity oscillate? Economic and social
history suggest the latter. Polanyi called it the
“double movement”: overreach by markets
sparks social protection; ossi�ed protections
trigger liberalisation. Bismarckian social
insurance yielded to later liberalisations; post-war

welfare states met Thatcher-Reagan
retrenchment; Latin America shifted from price
controls to stabilisation and targeted transfers;
India has toggled between public provisioning
(Public Distribution System, the National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act) and
market-complementing reforms (Direct Bene�t
Transfer, Goods and Services Tax). Each swing
overcorrected somewhere and taught lessons.

The dangers lie at the extremes. A “Pareto
trap” prizes e�ciency while tolerating exclusion:
clinics that are “e�ciently” empty of the poor,
and buses that are on time but not where workers
live. A “Rawls trap” suppresses prices across the
board, undermining supply incentives; quality
falls, the middle class exits, and coalitions fray.

What could work as a model
The more useful question for a Mamdani model is
not Rawls or Pareto, but how to build a
thermostat between them — automatic stabilisers
that lean Rawlsian under stress and lean Pareto as
capacity grows. In short: make welfarism �scally
honest and micro-economically careful.

How can one do this? Some simple steps could
be helpful. First, one may want to subsidise
outcomes, not inputs, and cap fares selectively,
contracting for on-time kilometres and peak seat
availability, publish open data audits, and keep a
modest price signal with transparent provider
compensation. Examples to borrow from are the
2016 Bus Contracting Model in Singapore and
France’s Solidarité Transport discounts which
protects access while preserving a non-zero fare.
Second, one may want to replace blunt price
controls with contingent bu�ers by using
means-tested, automatic vouchers that scale in
shocks, and pair them with zoning fast-tracks and
tax incentives to expand supply and add
sunset/trigger rules.

Finally, one may want to default to
cash/e-vouchers that are backed by credible
public options and hard quality budgets — fund
sta�ng, accreditation and inspections. This way,
services will not residualise, and public providers
can set a quality �oor that disciplines private
prices. Other examples may be from Brazil’s
Bolsa Família (conditional cash transfers) and
Kenya’s Inua Jamii programme.

Where do mission-driven �rms and socially
minded entrepreneurs �t in this conversation?
They are the connective tissue. If the state is
Rawlsian and markets are Pareto, we need
institutions that straddle both. A
stakeholder-oriented bus operator can accept
capped fares given long-term contracts,
reciprocal data-sharing, and reputational gains. A

childcare chain investing in sta� development
can align with public training subsidies. Indian
health systems (Aravind Eye Care and L.V. Prasad
Eye Institute) show how cross-subsidy models
complemented with a “focused factories”
orientation (in the McDonald’s sense) can deliver
scale and quality, with the paying rich
underwriting the poor. These are not acts of
charity but of business model design.

Fiscal honesty is the other pillar. Welfarism
fails not just by mispricing, but by underfunding.
If Mamdani-style promises are to endure — in NYC
or anywhere, wrestling with inequality amid
Arti�cial Intelligence-led churn — they must be
transparently costed and paired with growth
measures: productivity compacts with industry,
regulatory simpli�cation to lower supply costs,
and public investment that expands capacity
(depots, �eets, childcare centres, housing stock).
Welfare that crowds in supply lasts longer than
welfare that waits for supply to appear or crowds
it out.

There is also a social and geopolitics of dignity.
A Rawls-Pareto thermostat is not merely
technical; it signals respect. Users should be
treated as customers with recourse — working
grievance redress, real-time service information,
and independent audits in plain language.
Suppliers should be partners with obligations —
service standards, open books for subsidised
lines, and penalties for gaming.

Programmed oscillation
Economic history does not force a choice
between kindness and competence; it teaches
sequencing. In shocks and downturns, lean
Rawlsian: insure households against ruin,
subsidise access, keep systems intact. As capacity
catches up, lean Pareto: restore prices that ration
sensibly, move to cash and vouchers, foster
provider competition, and invest in productivity
so that tomorrow’s welfare is cheaper to deliver.
The oscillation need not lurch; it can be
programmed.

If the Mamdani model is to mean anything
durable in 2026 and beyond, it should stand for
welfarism disciplined by design: promise access,
protect quality, pay for it honestly, and build
bridges for mission-driven �rms to co-produce
public value. That is not an abandonment of
markets or justice. It recognises that a society
secure enough to take risks — and productive
enough to �nance fairness — needs both. May his
team and others inspired by these ideas looking
at the Big Apple, focus less on the romance of
“free” and more on the architecture that makes
inclusion work at scale.

Economics and a Mamdani model, Big Apple style

Chirantan
Chatterjee

is Professor of
Development
Economics,
Innovation and Global
Health at U-Sussex

An ideal
Mamdani
model is one
that focuses on
the architecture
of inclusion, by
making
welfarism
�scally honest
and micro-
economically
careful

T
he Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls has now rolled into another
batch of States and Union Territories after

creating a new electoral roll in Bihar, a State
which is now in the midst of its elections. The
Election Commission of India (ECI)-ordered SIR
in nine States and three Union Territories, as part
of a staggered pan-India exercise, began on
November 4, 2025. Being held in Tamil Nadu,
West Bengal, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat
and the Union Territories of the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep and Puducherry,
this phase includes some States which go to the
polls next year, but excludes Assam (also
poll-going), where issues of citizenship are on a
di�erent legal track.

The post-enumeration draft roll will be
released on December 9, while the �nal roll will
be released on February 7, 2026. This is only the
ninth SIR in India’s 75-year-old electoral history
and the �rst one after 21 years. In June 2025, the
ECI had decided to commence intensive revision
‘in the entire country’, also con�rming that the
schedule for all States ‘shall be issued separately’
after dealing with the immediate demands of
Bihar. The ECI has ordered the respective
governments to provide the workforce for SIR
operations and not shift any o�cials connected
with SIR work.

No one size �ts all
Under this SIR, 51 crore electors will be brought
under intensive review — more than half the
country’s total electorate, spreading over 321
districts and 1,843 Assembly constituencies. It
will involve 5.33 lakh polling stations and an
equal number of Booth Level O�cers (BLOs) and
over 7.64 lakh booth level agents of political
parties — a number which should see an upsurge
as parties would be keen to safeguard their
interests.

No two elections in India’s long history of 18
national and over 400 Assembly elections were
the same. This applies equally to the SIR in terms
of upcoming challenges. The current ruling
dispensations in Tamil Nadu and Kerala have
taken a dim view of the SIR. The responses from
West Bengal, with 7.7 crore electors, have been
more combative; it is also a State with a large

number of constituencies bordering Bangladesh,
where the issues of in�ltration and citizenship are
in focus. Uttar Pradesh, with 15.44 crore electors,
and social complexities will not be a cakewalk
either. The burden of migrations that electoral
roll managers faced in Bihar does not hold true in
other States. The e�ciency of past summary
revisions could di�er from State to State,
determining the quantum of the task. A statutory
process such as a SIR has a certain
uncompromising standardisation, but procedures
may still require local customisation.

A friendlier template
Bihar was a tough assignment being the �rst SIR
exercise after two decades, and which saw
protests and doubts. The foundational lines have
been drawn now. Article 326 of the Constitution
that de�nes an elector is getting highlighted as an
equal truth as Article 324 in running elections. A
SIR is legitimate but genuine electors need to be
facilitated using a time frame that is adequate.

Transparency levels should satisfy citizen and
political party. The clear order from the ECI, that
“No document is to be collected from electors
during the Enumeration Phase”, should be a
respite for millions of ordinary voters who are
apprehensive the moment the word ‘document’
is mentioned. The draft roll will include all those
whose signed enumeration forms, further
rationalised and partly pre-�lled, are received.

Only those electors whose names could not be
matched/linked with previous SIR will be noti�ed
and heard before the registration o�cial who
decides on either inclusion or exclusion. Three
visits to the house of each elector by the BLO is
reassuring. The familiar Form 6 for new
enrolment, Form 7 for deletion and Form 8 for
correction will remain in place. Critics of the SIR
have reasons to be satis�ed with the
modi�cations they could orchestrate; they should
walk the next steps without grudge or imaginary
fear.

Electoral roll management, largely a technical
exercise, becomes cluttered when it becomes an
echo chamber for issues such as in�ltration or
disenfranchisement that are hyped. The SIR is
essentially a clean up exercise. The pan-India
picture will hopefully not cause any shock this
time. The bulk of exclusion will always come from

death, absence, shifting or duplication. The SIR
method is di�erent but complementary to the
ECI’s innovative e�orts in a mobilisation of voters
for registration and turnout in recent years. Voter
turnout in the �rst phase of the Bihar election has
proved this. The Supreme Court of India and
other stakeholders have been concerned that the
right of any voter should not be denied while
trimming the �ab. Under the SIR, BLOs have been
specially directed to have at least 30 blank forms
to facilitate the enrolment of new voters.

An issue past debate
The SIR is a fait accompli and is past debate. An
electoral roll that has been intensely revised is
now a reality right up to polling day and the
polling compartment. Political parties have
changed their tune. From the ‘Stop SIR’ call,
political parties are moving to make the best out
of the exercise, even if they maintain their
ideological opposition to it and still explore legal
remedies. If parties in Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
West Bengal have genuine fears about the
exclusion of eligible people even as they go ahead
with poll preparation, they need to act. They
need to participate in the implementation of the
SIR and make use of the decentralised structure
of checks and balances and grievance mitigation.

More than the Supreme Court’s sanction of the
legitimacy of the SIR process, it is the ‘zero
appeals’ in the Bihar process and �eld-level
collaboration seen by party functionaries
(notwithstanding political statements at the top)
which will make election managers feel more
con�dent in taking the SIR forward. When asked
about possible resistance from States such as
West Bengal, the Chief Election Commissioner,
Gyanesh Kumar, pointed to the architecture of
constitutional roles and duties and hoped for its
seamless working.

While the fundamentals of the SIR have been
validated, there will be hurdles in the execution
in scale. It is here that the ECI will need to show
skill and empathy. The ECI’s legacy of
competence demands that it should work
continuously to uphold the trust of voters. It won
the trial in Bihar and the new pan-India SIR will
be another test case.

The views expressed are personal

A wider SIR has momentum but it is still a test case

Akshay Rout 
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An electoral roll
that has been
intensely revised
must be
accepted, and
political parties
and the Election
Commission
should focus on
upholding the
trust of the
Indian voter

The lesson from NYC

When nearly everyone
dismissed him as a dark
horse, New York’s
Mayor(-elect), Zohran
Mamdani, mounted a
campaign that blended
imagination with integrity —
and won (Front page,
November 6). His victory,
grounded in empathy and

world has lost an actor who
mesmerised millions with
her mellifluous voice. It is
unfortunate that the leading
lady, of her time, faced
hardships.

C.K. Prem Kumar,
Kalvakulam, Palakkad, Kerala

must craft its Mamdani
moment — a politics of
conviction and competence
that reclaims the moral
ground of democracy.
M. Jameel Ahmed,

Mysuru

Sulakshana Pandit

In the passing of
Sulakshana Pandit, the film

turning fatigue into faith. Of
course, New York is not
India. Yet, the essentials
travel well — authenticity,
political imagination and
the courage to build
momentum rather than
wait for it. Right-wing
populism feeds on despair;
it falters before hope that
feels real. India’s Opposition

organisational depth can
overcome the machinery of
fear. For India’s Opposition,
his message is
unmistakable. Protest alone
cannot dislodge populism.
Only a credible and hopeful
story about the future can.
Mr. Mamdani re-framed
polarising debates into
collective aspirations,

pragmatic idealism, spoke
directly to a world weary of
right-wing populism. His
politics was built around
belonging, not bitterness.
He talked of housing,
wages, dignity — everyday
concerns that unite rather
than divide. His calm
defiance showed that moral
confidence and
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GROUND ZERO

A
fter a day of training at the Sai Sports
Academy in Madhya Pradesh’s Chha-
tarpur town, Pinky Ahirwar, 18, starts
walking her bicycle back with a group

of girls and boys, all teens. The cycle belonged to
her older brother who got it from the State go-
vernment �ve years ago, after he �nished Class
10. “I used to come for practice by a shared auto-
rickshaw, which cost ₹40 daily. So, I got the bicy-
cle �xed and saved that money to spend on my
diet instead. That helps me in training,” she says.

She has been training at the academy for
about one and a half years. Her diet involves cha-
na (chickpea) and banana — staple sources of
protein and energy for young athletes training in
rural northern India.

As Ahirwar’s village, Dhidhonia, is about 35 ki-
lometres from Chhatarpur, she stays in a rented
room with her brother and sister, who are in col-
lege. Ahirwar, however, quit studies after school
to focus on cricket training.

The academy in Chhatarpur, a small town in
the poverty-ridden Bundelkhand region, is run
by Rajeev Bilthare, who started it in 2013. He be-
gan training girls from 2016. It produced the pac-
er, Kranti Goud, who was part of the team that
won the ICC Women’s World Cup, 2025, on No-
vember 2. Goud, a 22-year-old tribal girl from a
rural town about 85 km from Chhatarpur, was
among the �rst batch of women cricketers at the
academy when she joined in 2017. “Now at least
60 young players train at the academy, including
about 20 girls,” Bilthare says.

It is not just in Madhya Pradesh; girls and wo-
men across India are playing cricket professional-
ly, inspired by the tremendous growth of the
game. Before the World Cup, BCCI secretary De-
vajit Saikia had said, “This event will give more
encouragement to our women and our girls to
take up cricket in a more serious, competitive
manner. And they will see a proper and secure
future in their career.”

In Haryana’s Shri Ram Narain Cricket Club,
coach Ashish Parmal says he got more than 30
calls from parents the day after the World Cup �-
nal, asking whether they could enrol their
daughters. This was where national cricketer and
India’s highest scorer in the �nal match in the
world cup, Shafali Verma, �rst trained.

In Chennai, Prithi Ashwin, who spearheads
the Gen-Next Cricket Institute along with her hus-
band, cricketer Ravichandran Ashwin, says the
academy received 10 calls from parents asking
about coaching during the World Cup.

Irfan Sait, Head Coach and Managing Director
of the Karnataka Institute of Cricket (KIOC) in
Bengaluru, who has been part of the State’s crick-
eting ecosystem for over four decades, says there
has been a “sea change” in women’s cricket. Sait
has trained many women players including Ma-
matha Maben, Nooshin Al Khadeer, Karuna Jain,
who were all part of the national team.

Despite this, many coaches still measure a
girl’s ability against a boy’s. At an academy in
Bengaluru, one of them says, “When I coach a 19-
year-old woman, I often evaluate her against the
standard of a 16-year-old boy.” Girls are also still a
fraction of the players at academies. As Ashish
Parmal, a BCCI Level A coach at an academy in
Haryana, says, “We train 31 girls in Rohtak and 62
in the Gurgaon centre, both of which boast a col-
lective strength of over 500 boys across Under-15,
Under-19, Under-23 and Senior categories.”

Fields of promise

Around 4 p.m., eight girls and at least 15 boys,

from ages 8 to 22, gather at the academy in Chha-
tarpur. It is run out of a rented ground, convert-
ed from a �eld, with uneven grass in parts and
trees along the sides.

There are four nets in a corner, one of them
occupied by three girls. Other players are scat-
tered across the ground, stretching or working
on their batting stance or bowling action. A
group of players, including three girls, is practis-
ing at the pitch.

Bharti Verma, 17, a medium pacer who attend-
ed a national-level under-17 camp, charges in to
deliver a ball. Her shoes, with screw-on spikes,
are worn out. Her father, a farmer, who sustains
a family of six, bought them for her about two
years ago for ₹1,500. Now, a basic pair would cost
at least ₹2,000, she says.

Verma says her father has promised her a new
pair. “I have been training here for �ve years and
my parents have been supportive. Whenever I
have asked them for cricketing gear, they have al-
ways managed to arrange it for me, even if it
takes some time,” she says, adding that she re-
cently injured her ankle while playing in her reg-
ular shoes.

Sukhdeep Singh, 24, an assistant coach and a
player, says it is tough to run an academy. He lists
several infrastructural problems, like there being
no covers to protect the pitches from the rain or
dew. In the long list of don’t-haves are wash-
rooms and a dressing room. “Until a year ago, we
were running the academy next to a private
school so players could use the toilets there,” he
says. Now, players go to a house next to the
ground.

Bilthare, who is also a sports o�cer at a local
government college, says that there has been
“absolutely no help” from the authorities. “I
started a girls unit in 2016 with �ve girls, and ran
camps across colleges and schools in the area to
attract more girls for a year. I managed to put to-
gether a squad of about 20. I bought them two kit
bags and began training them. It was the only
one for a few years in the entire Sagar division,”
he says. He is hoping for a ground lease from the
government.

Bilthare says, “Many players train here for

free. Kranti was also enrolled for free when she
�rst came. It is not possible to buy expensive
equipment and invest in infrastructure with just
fee income.”

“Some girls from here are playing at various le-
vels — from the division to the State level. A girl is
also playing a T20 tournament organised by the
BCCI. Our players have talent to go further if they
get the right support and resources,” he adds.

Irrespective of the lack of resources or of being
outnumbered by boys, girls continue to follow
their passion. Vaishnavi Pal, 18, joined the acade-
my on November 5. “I started playing with my
brother and cousins in our colony, but the neigh-
bours objected. So, we moved to a ground near-
by. A local coach saw me and encouraged me to
join his academy. I trained there for �ve years be-
fore coming here,” says Pal.

A resident of Shivpuri district, Pal has come to
stay at her aunt’s place for better access to the
club. Her mother recently won a three-year battle
against cancer. “My parents asked me to focus on
the game,” she says.

Self-consciousness to self-con�dence

At the Cricket Mantras Academy in Nahur, a
Mumbai suburb, a group of girls pad up under
the watchful eyes of coach Swapnil Pradhan. The
crack of the ball meeting bat and the chatter of
girls and boys �lls the air.

Among the trainees is Diksha Pawar, 19, an o�-
spinner who has represented Mumbai in the Un-
der-19 team. Pawar says her journey began by
chance. “When I was a child, I liked sports, most-
ly basketball,” she says. “But my dad had enrolled
my brother in a cricket academy. When I saw the
boys play, I told him, ‘I want to play too.’ Soon, I
joined the same academy. There were almost 100
boys; I was the only girl. At �rst, it felt strange.
But over time, I got used to it. It became normal.”

The early self-consciousness soon gave way to
con�dence. “I remember one match where I
scored 20 runs and took two wickets against
boys. That is when I felt I could belong; that I
could play this game not as a girl, but as a cricke-
ter,” she says.

Pawar’s idols include Deepti Sharma and Jemi-
mah Rodrigues, who were both part of the win-
ning World Cup team. Rodrigues is the daughter
of Pawar’s �rst coach. “Jemi used to practise in
Bhandup [another suburb] back then. I was also
practising there,” she recalls. “She always pushed
herself, no matter how things were going. She be-
lieved in herself. Her belief and optimism came
through in her semi�nal knock. That is what I
want to learn from her.”

For Arya Davane, 15, who has represented
West Zone Under-17 and was selected for the
BCCI o�-season camp at the Centre of Excellence
in Bengaluru, the journey began with de�ance. 

“In 2022, during a practice match against the
boys, one of them said, ‘She is a girl; she will get
out soon,’” Davane recounts. “That hurt. I scored
just 10 and got out early. But I told myself, ‘I will
show them that I’m just as capable’.” Davane’s
role model is Australia’s leg-spinner Alana King.
“I saw her bowl during the World Cup. I hope to
bowl like her someday,” she says.

The coach, Pradhan, believes this new genera-
tion of girls is at a turning point. “When India
won the Men’s T20 World Cup in 2007 and the In-
dian Premier League began, Indian cricket ex-
ploded. Something similar is happening now —
the Women’s Premier League [that began in
2023] and the World Cup win are catalysts. There
are plenty of opportunities and that is drawing
more girls and parents towards the game. Soon,
competition will rise, more teams will form, and
the ecosystem will grow stronger.”

Cricket Mantras runs a Gulf Oil-sponsored
batch of 12 girls, including Pawar and Davane.
“The structure is improving,” Pradhan says. “But
we need to make sure coaching, scouting, and ex-
posure grow in tandem.”

In Thane, north-east of Mumbai, coach Kiran
Salgaonkar echoes that sentiment. Having men-
tored female cricketers for over 25 years at the
Salgaonkar Cricket Academy, he says, “If match
fees for women are still far below that of men, it is
unjust. The girls put in the same amount of work
and are just as dedicated. The rewards should be
equal too.” 

While match fees are equal for both men and
women at the international level, the annual re-
tainers for women remain a tenth of what male
players earn. At the domestic level, the disparity
is sharper — a male cricketer can earn between
₹40,000 and ₹60,000 per match day, while a wo-
man’s earnings rarely cross ₹20,000. Over a full
season, a man could earn ₹15 lakh; a woman, at
best, ₹4 lakh.

Sources of motivation

In Kolkata, the Pal and Chatterjee Cricket Acade-
my (PCCA), situated at Vivekananda Park in Sarat
Bose Road area, is a prominent hub for women
cricketers. Founded by cricketers Pankaj Pal and
Utpal Chatterjee (not the former India player) in
2009 with just two boys, PCCA, which relies on
tuition fees, corporate funding, and donations,
began enrolling girls in 2014.

According to Pal, the number of girls stands at
close to 100 now and around 30 of them have
made it to di�erent Bengal teams. Sukanya Pari-
da, who trained here, has donned the India co-
lours. The PCCA conducts matches involving
mixed gender teams. “We give equal attention to
both boys and girls, but for the girls, coaching is
free,” says Pal.

Adrija Sarkar, 14, an all-rounder, idolises form-
er cricketer Jhulan Goswami. “My aspiration is to
represent my country. Watching our women’s
team becoming the world champions has in-
spired me,” she says.

Sarkar’s mother Mousumi Deb Sarkar feels the
in�ow of money has made women’s cricket a lu-
crative career option. “Being �nancially secure is
important. Hearing that Richa Ghosh [a World
Cup winner] is getting so many crores of rupees
is a big motivation,” she says.

Upasana Ghoshal doesn’t have apprehensions
about her �ve-year-old daughter Adrika’s safety
during practice sessions. She says she prepares
her child to stay safe, telling her how to react to
certain situations.

PCCA has several young and experienced
coaches who focus on their trainees’ basics. Pal
remembers, “When we began girls’ coaching in
2014, we found only a few players. Now, clubs
conduct trials to select girls for admission.”

Playing despite taunts

On Jhajjar Road in Rohtak district stands the 30-
year-old Shri Ram Narain Cricket Club. Between
3 p.m. and 5 p.m., its indoor net practice arena
gets �lled with trainees wearing the academy’
blue uniforms. 

Among them is Sneha Jhakar, 18, a right-arm
pace bowler. She says her brother was once an as-
piring cricketer but because they didn’t have mo-
ney for both of them to play, he took a job and
fought within their joint family to get her enrolled
in this academy.

Across the ground, is Sonia Mendhiya, 21. Hail-
ing from Bahmanwas village in Haryana, Mendhi-
ya was the only girl who played gully cricket with
boys from the age of 10, despite her mother’s ob-
jections and neighbors’ taunts.

“One of the boys told me about this academy,
and I joined without thinking twice,” she says.
Two years ago, she played for the winning Indian
U-19 Women’s T20 World Cup team under Shafa-
li’s captaincy.

Though her village is only about 12 km from
the academy, Mendhiya endured a long journey
to train from the age of 14. After her father died
early, her mother, an Anganwadi worker, raised
four children alone. When Mendhiya joined the
academy in 2018, the annual fee was ₹31,000;
now it is ₹92,000. The academy waived her fee
for the initial years and with training, Mendhiya
soon started playing tournaments. 

About �ve years ago, she spent her �rst match
fees buying better quality bats for herself. Over
the years, she has managed to pay her own aca-
demy fees, buy a scooter, and renovate her
home. “The same people who taunted my moth-
er for ‘wasting money on a boy’s sport’ later said I
was an idol for their children,” she recalls. 

But even after her success, the comments ha-
ven’t stopped. “Now they don’t taunt my game,”
she says. “They question why I wear shorts to the
gym.”

With no hostel at the academy and parents un-
willing to let their daughters stay alone in rented
accommodation, a few travel at least three hours
every day to train here. Suman Sandhu, 21,
comes from Karnal; Sneha Jakhar, 18, from Fateh-
pur; and Aishika Gautam, 16, from Hisar.

Sandhu earlier played cricket with her broth-
er, who quit for higher studies. She had to wait
for two years before getting her own cricket kit
and moving to this academy for better facilities.
“Parental support comes only after good perfor-
mance,” she says.

Despite Haryana’s strides in women’s educa-
tion and sports, stereotypes hang heavy. Chahat
Grewal, 13, admires T20 captain Harmanpreet
Kaur. “People ask why we’re learning boys’
sport,” she says. “Even on social media, one bad
match and they tell you to go back to the kitchen.
We don’t get the same support unless we win me-
dals or score runs.”

However, women in Haryana have built resi-
lience because of their successes in sport. Coach-
es say nearly every Haryana district now has 40–
50 girls playing cricket. “District-level competi-
tions by Haryana Cricket Association are for boys
only,” says coach Bijender Sharma. Girls need
these matches too.”

Sandhu remembers beginning training in Kar-
nal at 19. She threatened to quit school if her pa-
rents didn’t register her. “It worked,” she says,
laughing.

With inputs from Rishita Khanna in Bengaluru and 

Sanjana Ganesh in Chennai

Women cricketers practising at the Karnataka Institute of Cricket in Bengaluru. J. ALLEN EGENUSE 

Breaking
boundaries

Over the last few years, more girls and women across India are playing cricket professionally, inspired by the

tremendous growth of the game. India’s victory in the ICC Women’s World Cup in early November has inspired

many more budding players. Mehul Malpani, Amol Karhadkar, Y.B. Sarangi, and

Suruchi Kumari report on the changing reality of Indian women’s cricket

The same
people who
taunted my
mother for
‘wasting
money on a
boy’s sport’
later said I
was an idol
for their
children

SONIA
MENDHIYA
Cricketer from
Haryana

Girls practising at the Sai Sports Academy in Madhya Pradesh’s Chhatarpur

town. A.M. FARUQUI 
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CPCL has given priority to sustainability from its
inception, Mr. Shankar said.

In 1969, when the �rst unit called ‘re�nery I’
was commissioned, sustainability was given im-
portance, and India’s �rst sulphur recovery unit
was built alongside that, he said.

“Thereafter, when the company progressed
further and whenever capacities were added in
the re�nery, we always took care of the environ-
ment. At a time when renewable energy was not
really talked about, we were the �rst to have a
windmill farm in 2007. Whatever energy was gen-
erated through the windmill farm has been fed in-
to our desalination plant in Kattupalli,” he added.

He noted that CPCL’s is the only re�nery in Ta-
mil Nadu that not only takes care of the energy
needs of Chennai but also of the State. The entire
aviation �eet is dependent on the Aviation Tur-
bine Fuel (ATF) produced by CPCL, he added.

Suresh Nambath, Editor, The Hindu, said the
summit was an opportunity to show collective
commitment to a sustainable future and responsi-
ble use of resources. “At The Hindu, we �rmly be-
lieve that journalism must go beyond reporting
events to contributing to the public good by in-
spiring change. By bringing through voices from
government, industry, academia, and civil socie-
ty, we hope to build actionable partnerships,” he
said.

The Hindu Sustainability Summit 2025 is pre-
sented by CPCL and co-presented by TNGCC. The
Sustainability Partner is Navin’s and the Associate
Partner is NLC India Limited. The Green Partner
for the event is Larsen & Toubro and Television
Partner Puthiya Thalaimurai. While the Industry
Partner is Confederation of Indian Industry, the
Knowledge Partner is the Sustainable Energy and
Environment Council. The Digital News Partner
for the event is The Federal.

Tamil Nadu’s ‘vision for
sustainability’ lauded

Citing Rule 12 of the Aircraft (Investigation of Acci-
dents and Incidents) Rules, 2017, Mr. Sankarana-
rayanan argued that the Centre was mandated to
institute a formal investigation into the crash.
“That has not been done. What we have instead is
a preliminary investigation under Rule 9,” he
submitted.

Allaying the petitioner’s concerns that his son
was being unfairly blamed, the Bench said, “This
is an extremely unfortunate accident. But you
should not carry the burden that your son is being
blamed. We can always clarify that nobody, and
especially the pilot, can be blamed for the trage-
dy.” The Bench further noted that the preliminary
report drew no adverse inference against the pi-
lot. “We have gone through the report. There is no
insinuation against the pilot at all... It just records
a cockpit recorder which says one pilot enquires
of the other: ‘Have you switched o� the fuel
switch?’, and he says ‘No’. So, there’s no question
of the report apportioning blame,” Justice Bagchi
remarked.

No one believes it was
pilot’s fault, observes SC

B
angladesh’s de-
posed Prime Mi-
nister Sheikh Hasi-

na has spent the past 15
months in exile in India
having �ed her country on
August 5, 2024. In this
emailed interview, she
speaks about the 2026
election, the trial in Ban-
gladesh’s International
Crimes Tribunal, and the
anti-uprising crackdown.
Edited excerpts:

Do you think you could
have dealt with the
uprising di�erently?

Our security personnel on
the ground were respond-
ing to fast-changing and
violent circumstances. Mis-
takes were certainly made
in the way some members
of the security forces res-
ponded to the violence,
but the decisions made by
senior government o�cials
were proportionate in na-

ture, made in good faith
and intended to minimise
the loss of life.

Do you think the
interim government
will hold the polls in
February 2026 as
announced?

In 15 months of rule, the
Yunus government has not
held an election, despite
calls from every corner of
society and the interna-
tional community. I am not
con�dent that the Febru-
ary elections will go ahead.
Even if the elections take
place, they will not be legi-
timate if the Awami League
remains banned from tak-
ing part. We are supported
by tens of millions of Ban-
gladeshis. You cannot dis-
enfranchise millions of pe-
ople and then claim you
are governing by consent.

What are your plans if
the ICT gives you a
death sentence?

A guilty verdict is pre-de-
termined, and I will not be
surprised when it comes.
But the ICT is a sham tribu-
nal controlled by my politi-
cal enemies, who are in-

tent on destroying the
Awami League as a politi-
cal force. The call for a
death sentence serves the
same murderous aim.

I am not afraid to defend
myself and my record in a
fair and impartial court of
law. That is why I have re-
peatedly challenged the
Yunus regime to bring
these charges before the
ICC (International Criminal
Court in The Hague). He
won’t do so, because there
is no genuine evidence to
support charges of crimes
against humanity and he
knows the ICC would ac-
quit me. He also knows
that the ICC would investi-
gate the list of extra-judi-
cial abuses against reli-

gious minorities and
Awami League members
that have happened under
his rule.

In a recent interview
you called on Awami
League supporters to
boycott the polls.

I have not called for a boy-
cott. The point I was mak-
ing was that millions of
Awami League voters will
not vote at all if they are de-
nied the chance to support
their preferred choice.
This is simply an observa-
tion of the way Bangla-
deshi voters have tended
to behave in previous elec-
tions when their party was
not running. Bangladeshi

people of Bangladesh. I am
sceptical that the referen-
dum will be democratic in
nature.

Do you approve of the
interim government
normalising
Bangladesh-Pakistan
ties?

Of course, it makes sense
to have a constructive rela-
tionship with Pakistan. But
it must be measured and
balanced, rather than pur-
sued at headlong speed
and with total disregard for
our most important rela-
tionship, which is and al-
ways will be our relation-
ship with India.

Did you resign before
leaving and if yes, then
did you submit your
resignation letter to
anyone in Dhaka?

I did not resign. I do not re-
cognise, and have never re-
cognised, the legitimacy of
Dr. Yunus’s so-called inte-
rim administration, which
exists outside our constitu-
tion and has never been
elected. 
(Full interview at
newsth.live/hasina)

voters are not interested in
supporting second-choice
candidates. And why
should they? They deserve
the opportunity to vote for
politicians of their own
choosing, rather than can-
didates foisted on them by
the interim government. 

We believe that the ban
on the Awami League is da-
maging for all parties, as
well as bad for the country,
because it delegitimises go-
vernment and governance
in our country. We still
hope that common sense
may prevail and that this
ban will be lifted. Whatev-
er happens, our campaign
will be peaceful. The last
thing Bangladesh needs is
yet more violent upheaval.

Why do you think the
interim government has
brought the July Charter
and what is the aim of
the planned
referendum on the
charter?

Bangladesh already has a
Constitution, which has
served it well for over 50
years. The country does
not want or need a new
charter. The charter does
not re�ect the voices of the

‘You cannot disenfranchise millions
and say you are governing by consent’
Deposed Bangladesh PM says she is sceptical of the elections promised by the Yunus government; she promises a peaceful campaign and hopes the

govt. will lift the ban on the Awami League, adding that Bangladesh-Pakistan ties should not be in disregard of ‘most important relationship’ with India

INTERVIEW

Sheikh Hasina

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI
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The matter will be taken up again on January 13,
2026.

All local self-government institutions have been
directed to ensure that the premises of such esta-
blishments are properly secured with fencing,
boundary walls, and gates to prevent the ingress
of stray animals.

This will be preceded by a survey conducted by
State governments, to be completed within two
weeks, identifying all government and private
educational institutions from where stray canines
have to be removed.

The Bench also mandated that each institution
designate a nodal o�cer for upkeep and surveil-
lance of each such premises. It has also ordered
the conduct of regular inspections at least once
every three months, to ensure that no stray ca-
nines exist within or in the immediate vicinity of
such institutions.

Remove stray dogs from
public places, orders SC

From Page One

The Supreme Court, in a
judgment on Friday, said
that buying and selling pro-
perty in India are “trau-
matic” experiences, noting
that property disputes ac-
count for 66% of civil litiga-
tion in the country.

The court directed the
Law Commission of India
to prepare a report on res-
tructuring century-old co-
lonial-era laws governing
property transactions, in-
cluding the Transfer of
Property Act, 1882, the Re-
gistration Act, 1908, and
the Stamp Act, 1899, to
align them with modern
technology.

“Property purchase has
not been easy, it is not di�-
cult to �nd people grudg-
ingly telling us that it is in
fact traumatic,” Justice P.S.
Narasimha said.

Justice Narasimha, sit-
ting on the Bench with Jus-
tice Joymalya Bagchi, iden-
ti�ed fake documentation,
land encroachments, de-
layed veri�cation process-
es, the role of “intermedi-
aries” in property
purchases, red tape at sub-
registrar o�ces, and even
the requirement of two
witnesses for document
veri�cation as some of the
factors delaying or hinder-
ing property transactions.
Registration procedures al-
so vary from State to State,
as land is a “State subject”
under the Constitution.

“The constitutionally
protected right to own im-

movable property inhe-
rently includes the free-
dom to freely acquire,
possess and dispose of it at
will. The e�ciency and
transparency with which
immovable property is
bought and sold is demon-
strative of a nation’s insti-
tutional maturity,” Justice
Narasimha observed.

Adopt blockchain tech
The court asked the Centre
to take the lead in adopting
blockchain technology to
make the property regis-
tration process transpa-
rent and easier.

“Blockchain technology
is said to o�er an alterna-
tive paradigm by encoding
land titles, ownership his-
tories, encumbrances, and
by recording transfers on a
distributed ledger in an im-
mutable and time-stamped
form,” Justice Narasimha
noted.

SC pushes for reform of
colonial-era property laws 
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Registration process
varies across the
country as land is a
‘State subject’ under
the Constitution

U.S. President Donald
Trump said he could travel
to India next year, empha-
sising that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi “wants”
him to visit while calling
him a “great man” and a
friend.

“He’s a friend of mine,
and we speak... He wants
me to go there. We’ll �gure
that out. I’ll go. I will have a
great trip there with Prime
Minister Modi, he’s a great
man. And I’ll be going,” Mr.
Trump said at the Oval Of-
�ce on Thursday in res-
ponse to a question.

When asked if he is
planning to go to India next
year, Mr. Trump said, “It
could be, yeah.”

Quad summit
India will host leaders from
Australia, Japan, and the
United States for the Quad
summit in New Delhi after

the 2024 summit was held
in the U.S. However, the
dates for the summit are
yet to be announced.

Meanwhile, President
Trump once again claimed
that India has stopped buy-
ing from Russia.

“It’s great, going good.
He [PM Modi] stopped...
Largely, he stopped buying
oil from Russia,” Mr.
Trump said in response to
a question on how talks

with Mr. Modi and trade
discussions with India
were progressing.

Mr. Trump imposed
25% reciprocal tari�s and
an additional 25% levies for
New Delhi’s purchases of
Russian oil, bringing the
total duties imposed on In-
dia to 50%. India had de-
scribed the U.S. action as
“unfair, unjusti�ed and
unreasonable”.

Mr. Trump also reiterat-

ed his claim that he
stopped the war between
India and Pakistan in May
using trade.

‘Eight planes downed’
“Of the eight wars I ended,
I would say �ve or six were
ended because of tari�s.
I’ll give you an example. If
you take a look at India and
Pakistan, they started to
�ght, they are two nuclear
nations... They were shoot-
ing each other. Eight
planes were shot down. It
was seven. Now it is eight,
because the one that was
sort of shot down is now
abandoned.”

“And I said, ‘Listen, if
you guys are going to �ght,
I’m gonna put tari�s on
you’. And they both went,
you know, they were not
happy about that. And
within 24 hours, I settled
the war,” Mr. Trump said.

India has consistently
denied any third-party
intervention.

Trump hints at possible India visit
next year, calls Modi a ‘great man’
Press Trust of India
NEW YORK/WASHINGTON

Bonhomie:U.S. President Donald Trump with Prime Minister

Narendra Modi in Washington in February this year. FILE PHOTO

However, the two judges could not take it up on
November 4 as they were part of a Constitution
Bench hearing another case on that day.

Simultaneously, a separate mentioning was
made in the morning before a Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai by advocate Vivek
Singh appearing for Tamil Nadu’s ruling party
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), which has
also challenged the SIR’s constitutionality. The
Chief Justice told Mr. Singh that the case would be
listed for hearing on November 11. It is highly like-
ly that the DMK petition, which is a fresh one,
would also come up before Justice Kant’s Bench,
along with the other pending petitions in the case.

The DMK has described the SIR as a thinly-dis-
guised, de facto National Register of Citizens
(NRC) set to disenfranchise lakhs of voters and dis-
rupt free and fair elections and democracy in the
country, which are part of the basic structure of
the Constitution.

SC to hear petitions on
legality of SIR on Nov. 11

Pakistan’s nuclear wea-
pons research has been
supported by “decades of
smuggling” and opaque
partnership, the Ministry
of External A�airs (MEA)
said on Friday. 

The Indian response
came days after U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump cited
reported nuclear testing by
Pakistan and several other
countries to justify his call
for resumption of testing of
U.S. nuclear arsenal.

“Clandestine and illegal
nuclear activities are in
keeping with Pakistan’s
history, that is centred
around decades of smug-
gling, export control viola-
tions, secret partnerships,
A.Q. Khan network and
further proliferation,” MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal said.

“India has always drawn
the attention of the inter-
national community to
these aspects of Pakistan’s
records in this backdrop,
we have taken note of Pre-
sident Trump’s comment
about Pakistan’s nuclear
testing,” Mr. Jaiswal said.

Pak. rejects statement
Pakistan countered that In-
dia was distorting facts and
misrepresenting Mr.
Trump’s remarks. Pakistan
said it “had last conducted
nuclear tests in 1998 and
had been supporting UN
resolutions seeking a com-
prehensive ban.”

“The allegations are
baseless, malicious, and
part of India’s disinforma-
tion campaign aimed at di-
verting attention from its
own irresponsible con-
duct,” the country’s Minis-
try of Foreign A�airs said
in a statement. 

Clandestine nuclear
activities align with
history of Pak.: MEA
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Friday delivered a split ver-
dict on a plea �led by jailed
Jammu and Kashmir MP
Abdul Rashid Sheikh, bet-
ter known as Engineer
Rashid, seeking modi�ca-
tion of an order directing
him to deposit approxi-
mately ₹4 lakh with jail
authorities to attend Parlia-
ment while in custody.

While Justice Vivek
Chaudhary rejected Mr.
Rashid’s plea, Justice Anup
Jairam Bhambhani allowed
it. “We have not been able
to concur with each other.
We have given two sepa-
rate judgments. It will have
to be placed before the
Chief Justice for appro-
priate orders,” the judges
said. 

HC gives split
verdict on J&K
MP’s plea on
travel costs

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Hindustan Aeronautics Li-
mited (HAL) on Friday
sealed a $1-billion deal with
American defence major
GE Aerospace to procure
113 jet engines for its Tejas
light combat aircraft
programme.

The �rming up of the
deal came notwithstand-
ing a downturn in India-
U.S. relations after the
Trump administration
slapped a 50% tari� on In-
dian goods.

Under the deal, the de-
livery of the F404-GE-IN20
engines will begin from
2027 and the supplies will
have to be completed by
2032, o�cials said.

The size of the deal is
learnt to be close to $1 bil-
lion (approximately ₹8,870

crore). HAL said it has en-
tered into an agreement
with General Electric Com-
pany to acquire the en-
gines and support package
for execution of 97 Light
Combat Aircraft Mk1A
programme.

The Defence Ministry in
September had �nalised a
₹62,370-crore deal with
the state-owned aerospace
major to procure 97 Tejas
MK-1A light combat aircraft
for the Indian Air Force.

HAL inks $1-billion deal
with GE Aerospace for
113 �ghter jet engines

The Tejas light combat aircraft.

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI
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BIHAR ASSEMBLY ELECTION

There have
been instances

of people coming out to
vote for the incumbent.
Same is happening here,
where the trust in PM,
CM remains rock solid 

DHARMENDRA PRADHAN
Union Minister 

Some ground
reports suggest

a drubbing for the NDA.
Fifteen Ministers went to
polls, and 12 of them are
losing. Both Deputy CMs
are staring at a defeat

RAJEEV SHUKLA
Senior Congress leader 

T
he BJP is attempting “vote theft” in
Bihar after doing so in Haryana and
other States, reiterated Leader of the

Opposition in the Lok Sabha and Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi at two public meetings
in Banka and Bhagalpur on Friday.

At the meetings, he renewed his charge
that 25 lakh fake votes were cast in the 2024
Haryana Assembly election, which the BJP
won. He had �rst levelled the allegations at a
press conference on Wednesday.

Mr. Gandhi referred to media reports that
purportedly showed some BJP leaders casting
votes in the �rst phase of the Bihar Assembly
election held on November 6, despite having
already voted in other places such as Delhi.
He claimed that the deletion of voters
belonging to Dalit, backward class, and
minority communities was part of a
deliberate strategy.

“After stealing elections in Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, and Haryana,
the BJP is now attempting the same in Bihar,”
Mr. Gandhi said.

He accused the BJP of adopting vote theft
as a political strategy and said the Election
Commission appeared complicit in it. “But
they do not know the people of Bihar. The
people here are aware and vigilant. They will
not allow their votes to be stolen,” he said.

‘Shift in policy’
Describing the alleged electoral manipulation
as an attack on the Constitution, Mr. Gandhi
said the BJP’s objective was to capture power
and transfer national wealth to a few
industrialists. He criticised Union Home
Minister Amit Shah for claiming that Bihar
lacked land for industrial development,
pointing out that the State government had
allotted land to the Adani Group at ₹1 per
acre. “While land is being given away to
billionaires, the youth of Bihar are being
forced to migrate and work as labourers,” he
said.

Mr. Gandhi also reiterated that Bihar had
been reduced to a “feeder State”, sending
workforce across the country. He promised
that the Mahagatbandhan (Grand Alliance)
government would bring about a shift in the
policy. “We will make Bihar a manufacturing
hub. Products will proudly carry the label
‘Made in Bihar’,” he said.

Aimed at blunting the criticism of Yadav
domination in an RJD-led government, Mr.
Gandhi reiterated that the Grand Alliance
government would be inclusive, representing
all sections of society. “Every voice will be
heard,” he said.

Failed promises
Meanwhile, Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Friday accused the BJP of failing to
ful�l its promises in Bihar, asserting that if
voted to power, the INDIA bloc government
would implement whatever it had promised
in its manifesto.

Addressing poll rallies in Rohtas and Gaya
Ji, Mr. Kharge alleged, “Modi does not
hesitate to lie; his friend Amit Shah is also like
him.” He also accused the BJP of misleading
the people, claiming that the party had failed
to deliver on commitments such as providing
₹2 crore annually to farmers and one crore
houses for the poor.

Mr. Kharge said that when the Prime
Minister experiences the “stick of the
people’s vote”, he will “get a lesson not to
claim credit for everything”.
(With inputs from PTI)

BJP trying ‘vote
theft’ strategy
in Bihar too,
says Rahul

On campaign: Rahul Gandhi being felicitated during

a public rally in Banka district on Friday. PTI

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

P
rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and
Union Home Minis-

ter Amit Shah on Friday
said the record voter tur-
nout in the �rst phase of
the Bihar Assembly elec-
tion re�ected the people’s
trust in the Nitish Kumar-
led National Democratic
Alliance government. Bi-
har witnessed its highest
turnout of 64.66% in the
�rst phase of polls for 121
Assembly seats on
Thursday.

At election rallies across
the State, both leaders also
attacked the Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal (RJD) and the Con-
gress, alleging that the two
parties were not worried
about the people of Bihar
and were more concerned
about their own family
members. 

“First phase of polling
was completed yesterday,
and the people of Bihar
had broken all previous re-
cords. This shows the peo-
ple have supported the
campaign for the NDA go-
vernment’s return,” Mr.
Modi said while addressing
a rally in Aurangabad in
the Magadh region, where
the NDA had won only six
out of 26 seats in the 2020
election. 

“It is clear from the �rst
phase of voting that people

of Bihar do not want to let
‘jungle raj’ return at any
cost. The youth of Bihar
did not vote for the false
promises of the RJD, but
for the honest intentions of
the NDA,” he said.

Keeping the promises
Mr. Modi said he always
did what he said, such as
the construction of the
Ram Temple in Ayodhya,
the abrogation of Article
370, revenge for the Pahal-
gam attack in the form of
Operation Sindoor, and the
implementation of the
‘One Rank, One Pension’
scheme for the brave sol-
diers who defend the coun-
try. 

Mr. Modi alleged that
the Congress and the RJD
would betray anyone for
the sake of power. 

The Prime Minister
claimed the RJD had insult-
ed the Congress and given
the party seats it had not
been able to win for the
past 35 to 40 years. 

At another rally in Bha-
bua in Shahabad region,
where the NDA won two
out of 22 seats in the last
election, he referred to RJD
leader Tejashwi Yadav as
the “prince of jungle raj”
and called his poll promis-
es “big lies”.

“These people don’t res-
pect anyone except their
own family. The Congress
ended Babasaheb Ambed-

kar’s politics because Ba-
basaheb’s stature was high-
er than that of the
Congress’s royal family.
They couldn’t tolerate Ba-
bu Jagjivan Ramji either,
and they did the same with
Sitaram Kesriji. Insulting
the veteran leaders of Bi-
har has been the real game
of the royal family’s polit-
ics,” Mr. Modi alleged. 

Shah cautions voters
Mr. Shah addressed a rally
in Jamui, where he cau-
tioned people that even a

slight deviation from the
lotus or the arrow symbols
would lead to the return of
the ‘jungle raj’. 

In the �rst phase of the
election, the RJD-Congress
alliance had been wiped
out, he claimed. 

He added that in the ve-
ry �rst phase, people had
made it clear that the “jun-
gle raj may want to return
in disguise, by changing its
clothes and its face, but
they would not let it hap-
pen”. Mr. Shah asserted
that there was a time when

districts like Jamui, Auran-
gabad, and Gaya Ji were
deeply a�ected by
Maoism, but with the ef-
forts of the Prime Minister,
Maoism had been eliminat-
ed. 

“The Choramara village
on the Munger-Jamui bor-
der has become Maoist-
free after 25 years. During
the Lalu Prasad-Rabri Devi
rule, when a wedding pro-
cession took place, some
men would arrive with
guns for extortion. Kidnap-
pings for ransom and mas-

sacres occurred,” Mr. Shah
said. 

Mr. Shah claimed that
the INDIA bloc was scat-
tered and asserted that
they neither had a leader
nor a policy, and were also
contesting elections
against each other, while
the NDA had joined hands
like the �ve Pandavas un-
der the leadership of Mr.
Modi and Mr. Kumar. 

“They engage in corrup-
tion; we engage in develop-
ment. Laluji wants to make
his son the Chief Minister,
and Sonia Gandhiji wants
to make her son the Prime
Minister. But listen to my
words, Rahul won’t be-
come the Prime Minister
and Tejashwi won’t be able
to become the Chief Minis-
ter either,” Mr. Shah said at
a rally in Pirpainti. 

He also held a roadshow
in Purnia in support of BJP
candidate Vijay Khemka.

Nadda addresses rallies
BJP national president J.P.
Nadda also addressed pu-
blic meetings in Govind-
ganj and Kalyanpur seats.
Mr. Nadda said the enthu-
siasm of the people had gi-
ven him the con�dence
that they had decided to
form the NDA government. 

“This election is not just
about the BJP-NDA win-
ning, it is about moving
from the lantern era to the
LED era,” Mr. Nadda said. 

Record voter turnout shows people’s
trust in Nitish-led NDA, say Modi, Shah 
Prime Minister and Home Minister lay stress on NDA’s development record, while accusing RJD and Congress of dynastic politics; PM Modi says the

�rst phase of voting signals the rejection of ‘jungle raj’; Shah cautions voters against disruption of stability and claims the INDIA bloc lacks leadership

Amit Bhelari
PURNIA

Loud cheers: People taking part in a public rally by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Aurangabad on

Friday. Voting for the final phase of Bihar polls will take place on November 11. ANI

Former BJP Rajya Sabha

member Rakesh Sinha on

Friday dismissed as

“politically motivated” the

allegations that he had voted

in both the Delhi Assembly

election and the Bihar polls.

“The Opposition is unable to

understand the constitutional

and EC guidelines. Anyone

can get their name enrolled in

the voters list by following the

legal procedure. Earlier, my

name was there in the Delhi

voter rolls, but later I got

enrolled in Bihar. I completed

all legal steps of the process

as required,” he said.

He said the allegations

reflected a lack of

understanding of election

laws and accused the

Opposition of spreading

misinformation. “The

narrative being pushed by

Congress and the Opposition

is driven by political motives,”

he added. PTI

Ex-MP rejects
allegations of
double-voting 
�

Rakesh Sinha

Jan Suraaj Party founder

Prashant Kishor on Friday said

that migrants from Bihar, who

returned home for Chhath

festivities and have not yet

gone back to their places of

work, are the “X factor” in the

Assembly polls.

The former political

strategist, whose fledgling

party is said to have caught

the imagination of “pravasis”,

according to various surveys

and opinion polls, made the

claim a day after the first

phase of voting registered a

record 64.66% turnout.

“There is a very strong

yearning for change in Bihar,

where the people have been

caught in a political rut for

about 30 years,” said Mr.

Kishor. 

He claimed that the people

now had a glimmer of hope

with his one-year-old party

emerging as an alternative

that was viable. PTI

Migrants the ‘X
factor’ in Bihar
polls: Kishor
�

RJD candidate from Patna’s

Maner Assembly seat, Bhai

Virendra, has been booked for

allegedly threatening security

personnel on election duty

with consequences, the police

said on Friday. A “case for the

violation of the Model Code of

Conduct and threatening an

o�icial” has been registered

against the RJD leader. PTI

RJD candidate
booked for
misconduct 
�

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Friday congratu-
lated electors for the re-
cord 64.66% voter turnout
in the �rst phase of the As-
sembly election and urged
people to exercise their
franchise with the same
enthusiasm in the second
round of polling on No-
vember 11.

Polling was held in 121
Assembly seats, with Mu-
za�arpur district recording
a maximum turnout of
70.96% followed by Samas-
tipur district with 70.63%.
The State has a total of 243
constituencies.

In a post on X, the Chief
Minister said: “Heartfelt
thanks to the people of Bi-
har for the record voting in
the �rst phase. Bihar has
made unprecedented pro-
gress in the past year. Now,
it is time to include Bihar in
the category of the most
developed States. In de-
mocracy, voting is not only
our right but also our
duty.”

Mr. Kumar appealed to
the people of Bihar to
“vote with the same enthu-
siasm in the second phase
on November 11, so that Bi-
har progresses further”.
“Let there be respect for
all, development for all,”
he further said.

Nitish Kumar
lauds voters
for record
turnout

Press Trust of India
PATNA

More than half of the regis-
tered unrecognised politi-
cal parties associated with
Bihar have failed to make
their mandatory �nancial
disclosures public for
2023-24, according to poll
rights body Association for
Democratic Reforms
(ADR).

According to an ADR re-
port, the NGO has re-
viewed 275 such parties —
184 registered in Bihar and
91 in other States — and
found that 163 of those, or
59.27%, have neither
uploaded their audit re-
ports nor statements of do-
nations above ₹20,000 on
the websites of State chief
electoral o�cer or the
Election Commission (EC).

Of these, 113 contested
the previous Bihar As-
sembly polls in 2020.

The report showed only
67 parties made both audit
and contribution reports
publicly available for 2023-
24, collectively declaring
an income of ₹85.56 crore,
expenditure of ₹71.49 crore
and donations worth
₹71.73 crore.

The Samata Party, regis-
tered in Delhi, reported
the highest income at
₹53.13 crore, followed by
the Socialist Unity Centre

of India (Communist) at
₹9.59 crore.

The ADR’s assessment
also captured recent EC ac-
tion that de-listed 32 par-
ties in August and Septem-
ber for issues including
inactivity and non-com-
pliance. 

Among the de-listed
parties, the highest income
was declared by the Rash-
triya Sarvodaya Party of Bi-
har (registered in January
2014) with ₹10.66 crore ov-
er �ve years, peaking at
₹4.26 crore in �nancial
year 2021-22. According to
available information, it
did not contest elections.

The report said 28 regis-
tered unrecognised politi-
cal parties (RUPPs) regis-
tered in Bihar did not
contest any election, based
on available information.
Their combined �ve-year
income is ₹152.545 lakh
(₹1.52 crore), from FY 2019-
20 to FY 2023-24.

The highest �ve-year in-
come of ₹82.39 lakh was
declared by the Mithilawa-
di Party (registered in Sep-
tember 2020).

59% unrecognised
parties didn’t reveal
�nances, says report

Association for
Democratic Reforms
reviews 275 political
parties; 113 contested
in 2020 Bihar polls

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Post-poll security

Under guard: CRPF personnel stand guard outside the strong room at the A.N. College in Patna, where

the EVMs have been kept after the first phase of polling on Thursday. PTI

Janshakti Janata Dal foun-
der Tej Pratap Yadav and
BJP MP Ravi Kishan were
seen together at the Patna
airport on Friday, raising
eyebrows amid the As-
sembly election.

As they came out of the
airport chatting cordially,
they were mobbed by jour-
nalists who wondered
whether the camaraderie

was a sign of a new equa-
tion. 

Mr. Tej Pratap, former
RJD leader and son of par-
ty supremo Lalu Prasad,
had until recently been a
vehement critic of the
BJP-RSS.

The two landed at the
airport after a day of cam-
paigning. While Mr. Tej
Pratap, who was expelled
from the RJD by his father,
was canvassing in Gaya,
Mr. Kishan addressed ral-

lies in East Champaran and
West Champaran.

To a pointed query as to
whether he could side with
the BJP, the Hasanpur
MLA, who is trying his luck
from the previous seat of
Mahua said: “I will be with
anyone who removes un-
employment.” 

Asked whether “so-
mething [Tej Pratap’s in-
duction into BJP] is possi-
ble”, Mr. Kishan said:
“Anything can happen”. 

Tej Pratap Yadav’s airport meet
with BJP MP sparks speculation

Press Trust of India
PATNA
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Life is a mixed world of dualities — good and evil, wealth
and poverty, knowledge and ignorance, pleasure and
pain, joy and sorrow, etc. 

The Hindu calendar also re�ects natural dualities. A
month is divided into two fortnights: Sukla Paksha, the
bright fortnight, and Krishna Paksha, the dark. Similarly, a
year is divided into two periods: Uttarayanam and Dakshi-
nayanam. Uttarayanam extends from the Tamil month of
Thai to Aani (mid-January to mid-July), while Dakshinaya-
nam spans from Adi to Margazhi (mid-July to mid-Janu-
ary). Uttarayanam is regarded as a highly auspicious time,
symbolising the sun’s northward journey and associated
with spiritual advancement and positive growth.

In line with these divisions, a day is split into three parts
— morning, afternoon, and evening — as explained in a dis-
course by Lanka Sri. Jeyaraj. Each period is in�uenced by
one of the three gunas or qualities of nature. The morning
is associated with “Sattvika qualities” — purity, calmness,
and clarity. The afternoon is dominated by “Rajasa quali-
ties”, which represent passion. The evening re�ects “Ta-
masa qualities”, symbolising inertia, withdrawal, and rest.
The meeting points between the parts of the day are
known as ‘Sandhi’. There are three Sandhis in a day: the
end of morning and the beginning of afternoon, the end of
afternoon and the beginning of evening, and the end of
evening and the beginning of the next morning. Many tra-
ditions regard the transitional “Sandhi period” as an ideal
time for meditation, worship, and inner re�ection. It is be-
lieved that those who pray early in the morning receive
blessings and strength that support them through the day.

The sacred rhythm of time

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has made the
third arrest in connection with the alleged
submission of bogus bank guarantees of over ₹68
crore, their fake endorsements, and Structured
Financial Messaging System con�rmations by a
Reliance Power Limited subsidiary to the Solar
Energy Corporation of India Limited (SECI). The
bogus bank guarantees were submitted allegedly
by Reliance NU BESS Limited in an SECI tender,
the agency said. The arrested accused has been
identi�ed as Amar Nath Dutta, a resident of
Kolkata. The ED said he allegedly played an
active role along with the other accused persons
in providing fake bank guarantees.

ED arrests third accused in
‘bogus’ bank guarantees case

The Indian Army has apprehended a Bangladeshi
national employed as a civilian labourer at the
Bengdubi military station near Siliguri in north
Bengal, o�cials said on Friday. A senior military
o�cial stated that, as per established procedure,
all individuals entering the military station are
required to undergo security checks. On
Thursday, civilian workers engaged by a
contractor for construction activities inside the
station were subjected to veri�cation. “During
the reveri�cation drive, the individual aroused
suspicion. On further scrutiny, he was found to
be carrying identity documents issued by the
Bangladesh government,” the o�cial said.

Army detains Bangladeshi
labourer at military station 

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Pixie Dust)

Solve this puzzle online and 

access more puzzles at

https://crossword.thehindu.com

Across

1 Archimedes is terrified to expose axe (6)
4 Spooner's ask - "Trap martial artist in opener!" (8)
9 Heh! Tee shirt has round bubble (6)
10 Father Weasley for one, perhaps meant to ignore

European figurehead (5,3)
12 One who lived in a shoe perhaps, so frail and mellow -

so calm, a superhuman ultimately! (3,5)

13 Sigh! Need no closers to become a party to an
agreement (6)

15 Daily I stroke my...? (3,4,5)

18 Let chaps get played again and again in race? (12)

21 Cause some declare as ongoing (6)

22 Elephant-like animal stood shaking, trapped by mortal
(8)

24 Bet this multi-tongued criminal got potbelly! (8)

25 Intended fund, not new (6)

26 Limb to cover top of neck and subsequently stretch (8)

27 Husband away following weekend, essentially (3,3)

Down

1 Ignore Princess Sierra and English Nobleman (8)

2 Give up cats and dogs? (upset and depressed) (4-4)

3 Group of swimmers say, terribly hot, fought in camp
(6,2,7)

5 Raag created in historical city (4)

6 Broadcast eccentric kind of exploitation (10,5)

7 First of all, King in mirror observes no outer wrap (6)

8 Pulled American curtly with date (6)

11 Hot associate, (native of East London) rejects company
vehicle (7)

14 First couple's cover? (3,4)

16 Cool Japanese dumpling and Spanish dance (8)

17 Modify and control outlet (8)

19 Drive regularly in part of Puebla (6)

20 Summon famous firstborn guarding abridgment of will?
(4,2)

23 Press announced, it's a deal! (4)
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SCAN TO PLAY

O
pening a new front
against the Con-
gress, Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi assert-
ed on Friday that “crucial”
verses of Vande Mataram
were removed in 1937, frag-
menting the song, and
sowing the seeds of the
country’s partition. 

In 1937, the Congress
adopted a truncated ver-
sion of Vande Mataram as
the country’s National
Song, dropping four of the
original six stanzas, he
said. 

“The spirit of Vande
Mataram illuminated the
entire nation during the
freedom struggle. But un-
fortunately, in 1937, crucial
verses of Vande Mataram, a
part of its soul, were se-
vered. Vande Mataram was
broken, it was torn into
pieces. This division of
Vande Mataram also sowed
the seeds of division of the
country” the PM said. 

Speaking at an event to
celebrate 150 years of the
National Song, Mr. Modi
said that today’s genera-
tion must understand this
history, “because that
same divisive thinking re-

mains a challenge for the
country even today”. 

Truncated version
Vande Mataram was writ-
ten by Bankimchandra
Chattopadhyay on Novem-
ber 7, 1875. It was �rst pu-
blished in the literary jour-
nal Bangadarshan as part
of his novel Anandamath.
A truncated version of
Vande Mataram, keeping
only the �rst two of the ori-
ginal six stanzas, was cho-
sen as the National Song in
1937 by the Congress on
the recommendations of a
committee. On 24 January
1950, the Constituent As-
sembly adopted it as the

Republic of India’s Nation-
al Song. 

“When Bankim Babu
composed Vande Mata-
ram, India had gone far
away from its golden era.
Foreign invaders, their at-
tacks, plundering, exploi-
tative policies of the Brit-
ish, at that time our
country was groaning in
the clutches of poverty and
hunger. Even then, in
those dire circumstances,
Bankim Babu called for a
prosperous India. Because
he believed that no matter
how di�cult the situation,
India could revive its gol-
den era. And so, he called
out, Vande Mataram,” the

PM said. “And hence, in
that period of slavery,
Vande Mataram became
the proclamation of this re-
solution, and that procla-
mation was of India’s inde-
pendence,” he added. 

Mr. Modi said that Vande
Mataram was relevant in
every era of the country’s
history. 

The Prime Minister re-
leased a commemorative
stamp and coin on the
occasion.

Communal agenda
The BJP also jumped into
the debate, with BJP spo-
kesperson C.R. Kesavan al-
leging that the Congress,
“brazenly pandering to its
communal agenda under
the presidentship of Jawa-
harlal Nehru, adopted only
a truncated Vande Mata-
ram as the party’s National
Song in its 1937 Faizpur
Session”.

“Netaji Subhas [Chan-
dra] Bose had strongly ad-
vocated for the full original
version of Vande Mataram.
On October 20, 1937, Neh-
ru wrote to Netaji Bose
claiming that the back-
ground of Vande Mataram
was likely to irritate Mus-
lims,” Mr. Kesavan said in a
post on X. 

PM says Vande Mataram
was fragmented in 1937

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Gajendra Singh Shekhawat at

the release of commemorative coins on Friday. ANI

Congress adopted a truncated version as the National Song in 1937; ‘crucial verses’ were dropped,

says Modi, arguing that the ‘same divisive thinking remains a challenge for the country today’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge took aim at
the BJP and the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
on the 150th anniversary of
the National Song, saying it
was “deeply ironic that the
self-proclaimed guardians
of nationalism — the RSS
and the BJP — have never
sung Vande Mataram or
our National Anthem Jana
Gana Mana in their shak-
has or o�ces”.

“Instead, they continue
to sing Namaste Sada Vat-
sale, a song glorifying their
organisations, not the na-
tion. Since its founding in
1925, the RSS has avoided
Vande Mataram... Not
once in its texts or litera-
ture does the song �nd
mention,” Mr. Kharge said
in a statement.

Describing it as “the
eternal song of our moth-
erland”, Mr. Kharge re-
called that the Congress
had been the “proud �ag
bearer” of Vande
Mataram.

He said it was �rst sung
publicly at the 1896 Con-
gress session in Calcutta
under the leadership of
Rahmatullah Sayani, with
Rabindranath Tagore lend-
ing his voice.

“That moment infused
new life into the freedom

struggle,” the Congress
chief said, adding, “From
1896 to the present day, ev-
ery Congress meeting, big
or small, from a Plenary
Session or a Block Level
meeting, we have sung
Vande Mataram with pride
and patriotism as a tribute
to the people of India”.

‘PM must apologise’
Congress general secretary
(communications) Jairam
Ramesh said Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi should
apologise. “It is a shameful
statement from a man
whose lies and distortions
have no limits. The people
of India demand an uncon-
ditional apology,” he said. 

He shared an extract
from Sabyasachi Bhattach-
arya’s biography, which
details the events before
the Congress Working
Committee resolution
adopting Vande Mataram
as the National Song.
“Three days before the
meeting, on October 26,
1937, Tagore wrote to Neh-
ru on this issue. It was the
Gurudev himself who sug-
gested that the �rst two
stanzas of the song be
adopted. His letter in fact
profoundly in�uenced the
Resolution in its entirety.
The Prime Minister is now
accusing the Gurudev of
harbouring a ‘divisive ide-
ology’,” Mr. Ramesh wrote.

Congress has been 
a proud �ag bearer of
National Song: Kharge
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A day-long glitch in the Air
Tra�c Control (ATC) sys-
tem at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGI)
in Delhi resulted in signi�-
cant delays for over 500
�ights arriving and depart-
ing from the national capi-
tal, triggering a cascading
impact that disrupted air
tra�c across the country
on Friday.

Between 5 a.m. and 8
p.m., over 383 departures
and 163 arrivals at IGI were
delayed for more than 45
minutes, according to
�ight tracking website
�ightradar24. 

The airport handles an
average of 63 aircraft
movements (landings and
departures) per hour, ad-
ding up to around 1,500
movements a day.

The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) that manages
air tra�c across the coun-

try said in a post on X that
there was a “technical is-
sue in the Automatic Mes-
sage Switching System
(AMSS), which supports
Air Tra�c Control data”.
The AMSS system contains
�ight plans as well as
weather data. The AMSS
system has been procured
from Spanish company In-
dra, according to sources.

As a result, Air Tra�c
Controllers were process-

ing �ight plans manually
by collecting details such
as call sign, �ight route, de-
parture and destination
from pilots over radio tele-
phony. 

Later in the evening, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
said that the system glitch
was �xed but a large back-
log of �ights meant that it
would take some time for
normalcy to return.

While the glitch primari-

ly impacted departures
from the airport in the
morning hours, �ights ar-
riving into the city also
started seeing delays later
due to the lack of parking
space occupied by depart-
ing aircraft. The disruption
further caused a ripple ef-
fect across airports, as sev-
eral aircraft departing from
Delhi failed to reach their
destinations on time, in
turn delaying subsequent
departures from those air-
ports. A government o�-
cial dismissed speculation
that the issue was due to a
cyber attack, adding that
the glitch occurred when
an update to the AMSS was
being carried out.

With Delhi-Mumbai be-
ing the busiest route in the
country, at least 121 depar-
tures and arrivals at Mum-
bai airport were delayed by
over 45 minutes till 8 p.m.
The data is based on infor-
mation from �ightradar-
.com. 

ATC system glitch at Delhi �xed;
snag had delayed over 500 �ights 
Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

People waiting outside the arrivals’ gate at the Indira Gandhi

International (IGI) Airport in New Delhi on Friday. PTI

The Delhi High Court on Friday ordered Google
to take down two YouTube channels hosting and
circulating deepfake and fabricated videos
impersonating journalist Rajat Sharma. The court
also directed Mr. Sharma and Google to have a
meeting where the journalist can bring to
Google’s attention the deepfake content. Mr.
Sharma’s lawsuit alleges that the �rms were
perpetuating gross misinformation bearing his
distorted images or voice and other personality
traits. The court granted liberty to Mr. Sharma to
approach Google regarding other false or fake
videos uploaded against him and ordered Google
to take them down within 48 hours. 

HC tells Google to take down
deepfake videos of journalist 

Two personnel were injured when a mob
attacked a vehicle of the Border Security Force
(BSF) at Bishalgarh in Sepahijala district, 23 km
south of Agartala, on Friday. The vehicle was
severely damaged in the incident. The incident
occurred in the New Market area of Bishalgarh
town. The police said people got angry after the
BSF vehicle hit a private car which subsequently
collided with an e-rickshaw. The injured jawans
were admitted to the hospital and later
discharged after treatment. The police said they
have launched an investigation and the attackers
are being identi�ed with the help of CCTV
footage. No arrests have been made so far. 

Mob attacks BSF vehicle in
Tripura, two jawans injured

The Maharashtra govern-
ment has proposed to relo-
cate 50 leopards to Vanta-
ra, the animal
rehabilitation centre in
Jamnagar, Gujarat, owned
by the Ambani Group. A
proposal seeking approval
has been submitted to the
Central Zoo Authority
(CZA) as of November 6,
Chief Conservator of For-
ests Jitendra Ramgaonkar
has con�rmed.

“The proposal to transf-
er is made only for those
leopards who have been in
rescue centres for years in
the State. The space will be
made for the newly res-
cued animals,” Mr. Ram-
gaonkar said. 

He added that other
measures to address hu-
man-leopard con�ict are
being implemented at the
district level, and propo-

sals for birth-control mea-
sures have been sent to the
Centre.

Human-leopard con�ict
Incidents of human-leo-
pard con�ict have been ris-
ing in western Maharash-
tra. 

On November 2, a 13-
year-old boy was killed in
Pune district’s Shirur re-
gion, the third such death
since October 12. The se-
ries of leopard attacks has
triggered panic and public
anger in the Junnar, Shirur,
Ambegaon and Khed ta-
luks of the district, where
the leopard population has
increased sharply.

“We are in talks with the
Central government seek-
ing permissions for sterili-
sation as the population is
on the rise and putting
down man-eater leopards
as required,” Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis
said.

Maharashtra sends
proposal to relocate
leopards to Vantara
Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI
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MARKETS
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MARKET WATCH

FRIDAY % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 83,216 ddddddddddddddddddddddd-0.11

US Dollarddddddddddddddddddddddddd 88.65 ddddddddddddddddddddddd-0.02

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd1,24,600 ddddddddddddddddddddddd-0.08

Brent oil dddddddddddddddddddddddddd 63.57 dddddddddddddddddddddddd 0.52

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Enter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2369.40. . . . . . . . . . 55.10

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1448.30. . . . . . . . . . 11.50

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 7642.00. . . . . . -140.00

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2613.80. . . . . . . . . . 10.90

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1222.80. . . . . . . . . . -5.70

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 8721.50. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00

Bajaj Finserv . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2102.10. . . . . . . . . . 38.90

Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1066.60. . . . . . . . . . 24.70

Bharat Elec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 414.25. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.45

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2001.20. . . . . . . . -93.70

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1505.70. . . . . . . . . . . . 4.20

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 376.00. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.85

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1205.40. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.20

Tata Motors CV . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 260.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6886.00. . . . . . . . . . 79.50

Eternal Ltd.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 306.10. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.45

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2724.60. . . . . . . . . . 24.50

HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1512.40. . . . . . . . -14.00

HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 982.30. . . . . . . . . . -2.35

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 749.25. . . . . . . . . . 13.20

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 790.40. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2414.00. . . . . . . . -22.00

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1343.00. . . . . . . . . . 22.60

IntGlobeAvi. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5583.50. . . . . . -109.50

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1476.80. . . . . . . . . . 10.10

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 404.05. . . . . . . . . . -3.45

Jio Financial Servic-

es Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 299.30. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.20

JSW Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1171.70. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.90

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2088.30. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.10

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3882.50. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.90

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3690.20. . . . . . . . . . 71.70

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 15479.00. . . . . . . . . . 27.00

Max Healthcare . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1135.30. . . . . . . . . . . . 9.90

NestleIndia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1262.70. . . . . . . . . . -3.40

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 326.10. . . . . . . . . . -0.55

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 252.20. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.70

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 272.00. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.80

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1478.00. . . . . . . . -18.10

SBI Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1998.90. . . . . . . . . . 28.10

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 955.85. . . . . . . . . . -4.90

Shriram Finance

Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 816.35. . . . . . . . . . 23.85

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1691.40. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.50

TataConsumerPro-

duct . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1167.20. . . . . . . . -23.20

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 181.37. . . . . . . . . . . . 4.10

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2991.80. . . . . . . . -19.10

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1386.70. . . . . . . . -26.90

Titan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3769.30. . . . . . . . . . -5.10

Tata Motors PV . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 405.70. . . . . . . . . . -2.15

Trent Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4627.30. . . . . . . . -51.90

UltraTech Cement . . . .. . . . . 11849.00. . . . . . . . -61.00

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 236.49. . . . . . . . . . -3.56

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit ex-
cept yen at 4 p.m. on November 07

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 88.50. . . . . . . 88.83

Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .102.29. . . . 102.69

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .116.08. . . . 116.54

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 57.81. . . . . . . 58.04

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 12.43. . . . . . . 12.48

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .109.80. . . . 110.27

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 67.93. . . . . . . 68.21

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 62.70. . . . . . . 62.96

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 21.17. . . . . . . 21.30

Australian Dollar . . . . . . .. . 57.35. . . . . . . 57.57

Source:Indian Bank

Tesla CEO ElonMusk scored a resounding victory
as shareholders approved a pay package of as
much as $878 billion over the next decade,
endorsing his vision of morphing the EV maker
into an AI and robotics juggernaut. Tesla shares
rose about 1% in after-hours trading. The
proposal was approved with over 75% support.
Mr. Musk took to the stage in Austin, Texas, along
with dancing robots. “We are about to embark
upon a whole new book,” he said. REUTERS

Tesla shareholders approve
$878-bn pay plan for Musk

INBRIEF
�

Swiggy on Friday said its board has approved the
raising of funds up to ₹10,000 crore in one or
more tranches through the Quali�ed Institutional
Placement (QIP) route or any other permitted
modes, as it seeks to bolster growth capital in a
competitive environment. In a �ling, Swiggy
informed its board of directors has “approved
the raising of funds by way of QIP or any other
permitted modes ... for an aggregate amount of
upto ₹10,000 crore.” PTI

Swiggy’s board approves upto
₹10,000 cr fundraise via QIP

Bajaj Auto Ltd. for the second quarter ended
September 30 reported a 53% year-on-year
growth in consolidated net pro�t to ₹2,122 crore.
Total revenue from operations grew 20% to
₹16,311 crore. On a standalone basis, net pro�t
grew 24% to ₹2,480 crore while turnover climbed
13% to ₹15,291 crore. During the quarter, the
company reported 6% jump in vehicle
wholesales to 12,94,120 units.

Bajaj Auto Q2 net rises 53% to
₹2,122 crore on higher sales 

O
verall automobile
retail sales in Oc-
tober rose 40.5%

year-on-year, hitting an all-
time high, as per data re-
leased by the Federation of
Automobile Dealers Asso-
ciation (FADA).

Two-wheeler sales rose
51.76% 31.5 lakh units, PVs
11.35% to 5.57 lakh units,
three-wheelers 5.4% and
CVs 17.7%. 

Tractor o�take climed
14.2% and construction
equipment segment
30.5%, as per FADA data.
The all-time record high
sales was on account of re-
duction in GST rates e�ect-
ed since September 22.

“October’25 will be re-
membered as a landmark
month for India’s auto re-
tail, where reforms, festivi-

ties and rural resurgence
came together to deliver
record-breaking results,”
said C. S. Vigneshwar, pre-
sident, FADA.

“After an almost quiet
September for �rst 21 days
due to the GST 2.0 transi-
tion, October witnessed a
swift rebound,” he added.

“The lowering of small-
car GST rates [to 18%]
made vehicle ownership
more attainable, especially
for the cost-sensitive, �rst-
time buyer. “This a�orda-
bility boost timed perfectly
with the festive season and
turned sentiment into ac-
tion,” he said. 

Oct. auto retail sales
surge 41% on 2Ws,
CVs, PVs: FADA data

Gain speed: After an almost quiet September for the first 21 days

due to GST 2.0 transition, October witnessed a swift rebound. PTI

Reforms, festivities and rural resurgence came together to deliver

record-breaking results, says FADA chief C.S. Vigneshwar

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

’Owing to a series of regula-
tory measures aimed at ‘re-
cognition, resolution and
recapitalisation’ of the
banking system, Indian
banks today are far more
mature than they were a
decade ago, Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) Governor
Sanjay Malhotra said.

He said credit and depo-
sits had expanded almost
three times. Capital bu�ers
strengthened too — CRAR
rose from 13.5% as on
March 31, 2015 to 17.5% as
on March 31, 2025 with
CET-1 increasing from
10.43% to 14.73% during
the same period.

“Asset quality also im-
proved. GNPA and NNPA
reduced to 2.3% and 0.5%
in March 2025 after rising
to highs of 11.2% and 5.96%
respectively in March 2018.
Pro�tability of banks has
enhanced signi�cantly,” he
said at a SBI event.

“Between FY2017-18 and
FY2024-25, Return on As-
sets increased from -0.24%
to 1.37%, and Return on
Equity from -2% to 14%.
Regulation cannot ignore
this performance, these
changed realities.

‘Banks now stronger’
“This evolution implies
prudential rule books too
should evolve in a calibrat-
ed manner as banks are
now stronger and supervi-
sion more alert even as al-
ternative risk-bearing pil-
lars have deepened and
market-based risk transfer
mechanisms have become

more e�ective,” he said.
He said regulatory mea-

sures such as Asset Quality
Review (AQR) initiated in
2015 and Prompt Correc-
tive Action (PCA) frame-
work had been balanced
and appropriate. 

Acquisition �nance
Commenting on acquisi-
tion �nance, he said “it is
acknowledged as an inte-
gral element of an evolved
�nancial system, that helps
in better allocation of �-
nancial resources.

“Recognising its need,
non-bank players such as
NBFCs and bond markets
are already allowed to pro-
vide such funding. Remo-
val of the restriction on
banks will bene�t the real
economy,” he emphasised.

“The proposed guar-
drails like limiting bank
funding to 70% of deal va-
lue, limits on debt to equi-
ty ratio, aggregate expo-
sure limits relative to Tier-1
capital, and eligibility crite-
ria will contain concentra-
tion and credit risks, there-
by ensuring safety while
allowing banks and their
stakeholders to reap bene-
�ts of additional business,”
the Governor said.

Indian banks far
more mature than a
decade ago: Malhotra

Sanjay Malhotra

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

The World Bank, in its lat-
est Financial Sector Assess-
ment (FSA) report, has
stated India achieving its

vision to become a $30 tril-
lion economy by 2047
would require further im-
petus to �nancial sector re-
forms to boost private cap-
ital mobilisation.

The FSA report high-

lighted India’s �nancial
system had become more
resilient, diversi�ed and in-
clusive since the release of
the last Financial Sector
Assessment Program
(FSAP) published in 2017.

‘Boost �nancial sector reforms to
secure $30 trillion economy goal’

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The primary markets are
healthy and investor con�-
dence is high compared
with the situation �ve
years ago but there is more
scope to increase its popu-
larity among investors,

said Tuhin Kanta Pandey,
Chairperson, Securities
and Exchange Board of In-
dia (SEBI).

“The health of our prim-
ary market remains robust.
In FY25, ₹4.6 trillion was
raised through the equity
market. In current �nan-
cial year, the equity market

has raised ₹2 trillion alrea-
dy. Unique investors have
crossed 135 million, up
from just 38 million in
FY19, indicating con�-
dence in markets,” Mr.
Pandey said speaking at an
event here. 

However, he said, des-
pite the increasing number

of unique investors, mar-
kets as an investment ave-
nue has not improved. 

“Our investor survey
shows while 63% house-
holds are aware of securi-
ties products, only 9.5%
have invested. Moreover,
80% households remain
risk averse.” 

‘IPO market robust but needs investor boost’
Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

VST Tillers Tractors (VST)
said it suspended exports
to the U.S following the im-
position of 50% rise in ta-
ri�s by the Donald Trump
administration.

Antony Cherukara,

CEO, VST Tillers Tractors
told The Hindu, “We have
stopped our exports of dri-
vetrains to the U.S market
as it is not feasible under a
50% tari� regime. High ta-
ri�s have made exports to
the country quite unviable
for Indian manufacturers.’’

VST, in 2022, had en-

tered into a master supply
agreement with California-
based Monarch Tractor to
supply integrated gear
train and drivetrain sys-
tems along with front and
rear axle assemblies for
Monarch’s electric, auto-
nomous/ driverless tractor,
claimed to be the world’s

�rst. The drivetrain system
includes the clutch, trans-
mission, and driveshaft,
which transmit power
from the engine to the
wheels through axles. Ho-
wever, the new tari� struc-
ture rendered the partner-
ship commercially
unviable for VST.

VST Tillers stops U.S. exports on high tari�s
Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

Kalyan Jewellers India Ltd.
on Friday reported a two-
fold jump in its consolidat-
ed net pro�t to ₹260.51
crore in the September
quarter on higher income.

Total income grew to
₹7,907.44 crore during the
July-September quarter of
the 2025-26 �nancial year
from ₹6,091.47 crore in the
corresponding period of
the preceding year.

Kalyan
Jewellers Q2
net doubles to
₹260 crore

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI
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President Donald Trump
said on Thursday he ex-
pects a U.S.-coordinated
international stabilisation
force to be on the ground
in Gaza “very soon,” fol-
lowing two years of war in
the territory between Is-
rael and Hamas. 

The multinational force
— likely to include troops
from Egypt, Qatar, Turkiye
and the UAE — is part of Mr.
Trump’s post-war gover-
nance plan for Gaza.

The plan helped lead to
a fragile cease�re between
Israel and the Palestinian
militant group on October
10, but the humanitarian
crisis in Gaza has not
abated.

“It’s going to be very
soon. And Gaza is working
out very well,” Mr. Trump
said at a White House func-

tion with Central Asian
leaders.

“You haven’t been hear-
ing too much about pro-
blems, and I’ll tell you,
we’ve had countries that
have volunteered if there’s
a problem with Hamas.”

The force is supposed to
train and support vetted
Palestinian police in the
Gaza Strip, with backing
from Egypt and Jordan.

It also will be tasked
with securing border areas
and preventing weapons

smuggling to Hamas,
which triggered the con-
�ict with its October 7,
2023 attack on Israel.

Separately, Mr. Trump
also said that Iran has
asked for heavy U.S. sanc-
tions against Tehran to be
lifted — and that he is open
to having a discussion
about it.

“Frankly, Iran has been
asking if the sanctions
could be lifted. Iran has got
very heavy U.S. sanctions,
and it makes it really hard,”
Mr. Trump said during a
dinner with Central Asian
leaders. “I’m open to hear-
ing that, and we’ll see what
happens, but I would be
open to it.”

Western countries, in-
cluding the U.S., have long
accused Iran of seeking to
acquire atomic weapons,
while Iran insists its nu-
clear programme is for
peaceful purposes.

Trump says he expects
global force in Gaza ‘soon’

Donald Trump 

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

X

The Israeli military said on Friday it had killed two suspects it said

threw Molotov cocktails in the occupied West Bank village of

Judeira overnight. The Palestinian Health Ministry identified the

dead as two 16-year-old boys. In a statement, the Ministry added

that the Israeli army had retrieved the two teenagers’ bodies. AFP

Israel kills 2 West Bank teenagers
accused of throwing �rebombs

RAMALLAH

AFP
X

Sri Lanka has nearly completed its debt restructuring process and is

set to regain the economic output it lost to the 2022 financial crisis,

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake said on Friday as he

presented the Budget for 2026. Mr. Dissanayake told lawmakers that

Sri Lanka’s economy was now stable. REUTERS

Sri Lanka set to regain economic
output lost to crisis: Dissanayake 

COLOMBO

REUTERS

Sport

C
hina has commis-
sioned its latest air-
craft carrier after

extensive sea trials, state
media reported on Friday,
adding a ship that experts
say will help what is alrea-
dy the world’s largest navy
expand its power farther
beyond its own waters.

The o�cial Xinhua news
agency said the Fujian had
been commissioned on
Wednesday at a naval base
on southern China’s Hai-
nan island in a ceremony
attended by President Xi
Jinping.

The Fujian is China’s
third carrier and the �rst
that it both designed and

built itself. It is perhaps the
most visible example so far
of Mr. Xi’s massive military
overhaul and expansion
that aims to have a moder-
nised force by 2035 and
one that is “world class” by

mid century. 
For China’s navy, one

goal is to dominate the
near waters of the South
China Sea, East China Sea
and Yellow Sea around the
so-called First Island

Chain, which runs south
through Japan, Taiwan and
the Philippines. But deep-
er into the Paci�c, it also
wants to be able to contest
control of the Second Is-
land Chain, where the U.S.
has important military fa-
cilities on Guam and el-
sewhere, said Greg Poling,
director of the Asia Mari-
time Transparency Initia-
tive at the Center for Stra-
tegic and International
Studies.

China’s �rst aircraft car-
rier, the Liaoning, was So-
viet-made and its second,
the Shandong, was built in
China but based on the So-
viet model. Both use older-
style ski-jump type sys-
tems to help planes take
�ight.

The Fujian skips past
the steam catapult technol-
ogy used on most Ameri-
can carriers to employ an
electromagnetic launch
system found only on the
latest U.S. Navy Ford-class
carriers. The system caus-
es less stress to the aircraft
and the ship, allows for
more precise control over
speed and can launch a
wider range of aircraft than
the steam system. 

Numerically it only has
three carriers compared to
the U.S. Navy’s 11, and
while China’s carriers are
all conventionally po-
wered, the U.S.’s are all nu-
clear powered — they can
operate almost inde�nitely
without being refuelled, in-
creasing their range. 

China launches new aircraft carrier
Fujian as it seeks to project power 

Naval strength: China’s third aircraft carrier, Fujian, at a port in

Sanya city in southern China’s Hainan Province on Wednesday. AP

The carrier skips past the steam catapult technology used on most American carriers to employ an electromagnetic launch

system found only on the latest U.S. Navy Ford-class series; the new system allows for more precise control over speed 

Associated Press
BANGKOK

U.S. airlines began cancell-
ing hundreds of �ights on
Thursday due to the Feder-
al Aviation Administra-
tion’s order to reduce traf-
�c at the country’s busiest
airports starting on Friday
because of the government
shutdown.

More than 790 planned
Friday �ights were cut
from airline schedules, ac-
cording to FlightAware, a
website that tracks �ight
disruptions. That number,

already four times higher
than Thursday’s daily total,
was likely to keep
climbing.

‘Maintain safety’
The FAA said in the order
that the reductions will
start on Friday at 4% and
ramp up to 10% by Novem-
ber 14. 

The decision to reduce
service at “high-volume”
markets is meant to main-
tain travel safety as air traf-
�c controllers exhibit signs
of strain during the shut-
down. 

Flight cancellations
in U.S. up as airlines
comply with order
Associated Press
WASHINGTON

Multiple explosions shook
a mosque at a high school
during Friday prayers in Ja-
karta, Indonesia’s capital,
injuring at least 55 people,
mostly students. Police
tried to dissuade specula-
tion that the blasts were a
terror attack and said they
were investigating.

Witnesses told local te-
levision stations that they
heard at least two loud
blasts around midday,
from inside and outside

the mosque, just as the ser-
mon had started at the
mosque at SMA 27, a state
high school within a navy
compound in Jakarta’s
northern Kelapa Gading
neighbourhood.

Most of the victims suf-
fered minor to severe inju-
ries from glass shards and
burns. 

The cause of the explo-
sions was not immediately
known but they came from
near the mosque’s loud-
speaker, according to Ja-
karta Police Chief Asep Edi
Suheri.

Blasts shake mosque
in Indonesian school,
injure over 50 people
Associated Press
JAKARTAThe United States is pre-

paring to establish a mili-
tary presence at an airbase
in Damascus to help ena-
ble a security pact that
Washington is brokering
between Syria and Israel,
six sources familiar with
the matter told Reuters.

The U.S. plans for the
presence in the Syrian cap-
ital, which have not pre-
viously been reported,
would be a sign of Syria’s
strategic realignment with
the U.S. following the fall
last year of long-time lead-

er Bashar al-Assad, an ally
of Iran.

The base sits at the gate-
way to parts of southern
Syria that are expected to
make up a demilitarised
zone as part of a non-ag-
gression pact between Is-
rael and Syria. That deal is
being mediated by U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
administration.

Mr. Trump will meet
Syrian President Ahmed al-
Sharaa, also known as Abu
Mohammad al-Jolani, at
the White House on Mon-
day, the �rst such visit by a
Syrian head of state.

Reuters spoke to six

sources familiar with prep-
arations at the base, in-
cluding two Western o�-
cials and a Syrian defence
o�cial, who con�rmed the
U.S. was planning to use
the base to help monitor a

potential Israel-Syria
agreement.

A Western military o�-
cial said the Pentagon had
accelerated its plans over
the last two months with
several reconnaissance
missions to the base. Those
missions concluded the
base’s long runway was
ready for immediate use.

Two Syrian military
sources said the technical
talks have been focused on
the use of the base for lo-
gistics, surveillance, re-
fuelling and humanitarian
operations, while Syria
would retain full sovereign-
ty over the facility.

U.S. military plans to establish presence
at an airbase in Damascus, say sources 
Reuters
AMMAN/DAMASCUS

Ahmed al-Sharaa 

The centenary celebra-
tions of Indian hockey
kicked o� at the Major
Dhyan Chand National Sta-
dium early on Friday
morning and was mirrored
across the country with
Hockey India, Sports Auth-
ority of India and the
Sports Ministry coming to-
gether to mark the land-
mark occasion.

The celebrations
marked a century of sport-
ing excellence, pride, and
unity, honouring the jour-
ney of Indian hockey from
its beginnings in 1925
through the low points and
resurgence in the modern
era.

With both the men’s and
women’s national teams in
attendance along with
their coaches, a 30-minute
exhibition match between

the Sports Minister’s XI led
by Mansukh Mandaviya
and Hockey India XI led by
Hockey India president
and former captain Dilip
Tirkey set the ball rolling-
.More fun than competi-
tion, the match saw SM XI

win 3-1.
“The sport has seen ma-

ny phases, and it was
through hockey at the
Olympics that we showed
the world what India can
achieve in sports. The go-
vernment will continue to

support our players and
the sport in every possible
way,” Mandaviya said.

“ Today is a tribute to
those who laid the founda-
tion for Indian hockey and
to every player who has
brought glory to the na-

tion,” Tirkey said.
The FIH was represent-

ed by its president Tayyab
Ikram. “Over the past cen-
tury, India has not only ex-
celled in the sport but has
profoundly shaped its spi-
rit, style, and global
identity.”

Hockey India also felici-
tated some of the game’s
legends for their contribu-
tions to the sport, includ-
ing Gurbux Singh, Harbin-

der Singh, Ajit Pal Singh,
Ashok Kumar, B.P. Govin-
da, Aslam Sher Khan, Zafar
Iqbal, Brigadier Harcharan
Singh, Vineet Kumar, Ro-
meo James, Asunta Lakra
and Subhadra Pradhan
among others.

A commemorative book
titled 100 Years of Indian
Hockey on the journey
through the ages was also
unveiled along with a spe-
cially-curated photo exhi-

bition providing a visual
glimpse into Indian hock-
ey’s evolution through ar-
chival photographs, Olym-
pic moments, and
memorabilia from the 1928
Amsterdam Olympics to
the present day. There was
also a performance by sin-
ger and composer Sidd-
harth Mahadevan.

The celebrations also
had the FIH Men’s Junior
World Cup 2025 trophy on
display as it began its 20-ci-
ty nationwide tour that
would culminate in Chen-
nai at the end of this
month to coincide with the
beginning of the tourna-
ment. 

Others present included
the Minister of Parliamen-
tary and Minority A�airs
Kiren Rijiju, Tamil Nadu
Deputy Chief Minister Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin and sever-
al former India players
across generations.

Centenary celebrations of Indian hockey tees o� in grand fashion
Uthra Ganesan
NEW DELHI

Landmark occasion: Sports Minister Mandaviya, TN Deputy CM Udhayanidhi, Parliamentary A�airs

Minister Rijiju and others at the event on Friday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 

Recognition: Hockey India also felicitated some of the game’s

legends, including Gurbux Singh. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Elena Rybakina beat Jessi-
ca Pegula 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 for
her 10th straight win to
reach the championship
match at the WTA Finals in
Riyadh for the �rst time.
The Kazakh �red 15 aces
and won 73% of her �rst-
serve points on her way to
a hard-fought win.

The 26-year-old Rybaki-
na awaits top seed Aryna
Sabalenka or Amanda Ani-
simova in the �nal, with a
shot at clinching her big-
gest title since 2022 Wim-
bledon, along with a re-
cord $5.23 million.

Rybakina
outlasts
Pegula,
reaches �nal 

Agence France-Presse
RIYADH

WTA FINALS

X

The United States and Israel on Friday accused Iran of plotting to

assassinate Israel’s ambassador to Mexico, in what would be the

latest attempt to take the two countries’ conflict to another region.

Israel said that Mexican authorities intervened to stop the attempt

to kill the ambassador, Einat Kranz-Neiger. AFP

U.S. accuses Iran of plotting to 
kill Israeli ambassador in Mexico

WASHINGTON

X

Peace talks in Istanbul between Pakistan and Afghanistan were at a

deadlock on Friday. In a statement thanking Turkiye and Qatar for

mediating the talks, Pakistan’s Information Minister Attaullah Tarar

said that the Afghan Taliban has failed to meet pledges it made

about curbing terrorism under a 2021 Doha peace accord. AP

Afghan peace talks deadlocked
despite mediation, says Pakistan

ANKARA
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India all-rounder Axar Patel says he has learnt from his “past

mistake” of letting the size of boundaries dictate his shot-selection.

“I have felt in the past that if I think about the size of the boundary

and don’t hit towards those sides, they become predetermined

shots, and because of that, we make mistakes,” Axar told bcci.tv.

Don’t let boundary size dictate
shot selection, reckons Axar

LEARNING CURVE

AP
X

I have my own medal now. One of the support sta� had lent me

theirs temporarily because mine hadn’t reached on time. (ICC chief)

Jay (Shah) sir has sent me a medal, someone told me. It will take

some time but will come to me — injured India opener Pratika

Rawal, who missed the knockout phase of the World Cup.

I have my own medal now, says
injured opener Pratika Rawal

WORTH THE WAIT

AFP

I
f there is a prize for
the best start to the
chess World Cup, Ar-

jun Erigaisi should win it.
The second seed posted
his third win on the trot, to
move a step closer to the
fourth round.

He took just 30 moves to
beat Shamiddin Vokhidov
of Uzbekistan in the �rst
game of the third round at
Resort Rio here on Friday.
All he now needs is a draw
in the second game to win
this match.

Things haven’t gone as
perfectly so far for the fel-
low-Indians seeded on
either side of him -- D. Gu-
kesh and R. Praggnanand-
haa, who both drew. The
top-seeded Gukesh was
held by Germany’s Frede-
rik Svane, while Praggna-
nandhaa split the point
with Robert Hovhannisyan
of Armenia.

There were also wins for
the impressive V. Pranav,
the reigning World junior
champion, and P. Harik-
rishna, a former World ju-
nior champion; they
scored over Titas Stremavi-
cius of Lithuania and Da-
niel Dardha of Belgium,

respectively. M. Pranesh al-
so did well to draw with
the sixth-seeded German
Vincent Keymer, who is, in
fact, the new World No. 4.

S.L. Narayanan too took
half-a-point from a much
stronger opponent -- Yu
Yangyi of China.

The day’s biggest upset
was authored by Mexico’s
Jose Martinez Alcantara,
who, with black pieces,
beat Nodirbek Abdusatto-
rov, the eighth seed from
Uzbekistan.

On the second board,
Arjun once again displayed
his excellent preparation
in the Queen’s Gambit De-
clined Semi-Tarrasch
game. Vokhidov made
things easier for White
with some dubious moves.

The Uzbek’s decision to
take his rival’s pawn, on
the 22nd move, with the
knight was, as Arjun would
say, “was just suicide.”

Right after that blunder,
Vokhidov’s king faced a
check with Arjun’s cas-
tling. There was only one
way the game could have
gone from there on.

Important results (third

round): Frederik Svane (Ger)
drew with D. Gukesh; Arjun
Erigaisi bt Shamsiddin Vokhidov
(Uzb); Robert Hovhannisyan
(Arm) drew with R.
Praggnanandhaa; Anish Giri
(Ned) drew with Alexander
Donchenko (Ger); V. Pranav bt
Titas Stremavicius (Ltu); Vincent
Keymer (Ger) drew with M.
Pranesh; Benjamin Gledura (Hun)
drew with Wei Yi (Chn); Nodirbek

Abdusattorov (Uzb) lost to Jose
Martinez Alcantara (Mex).

Nils Grandelius (Swe) drew with
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov (Aze);
Lorenzo Lodici (Ita) drew with
Michael Adams (Eng).

Vladilsav Artemiev (Rus) drew
with Maxime Vachier-Lagrave
(Fra); Diptayan Ghosh drew with
Gabriel Sargissian (Arm); Je�rey
Xiong (USA) lost to Le Quang
Liem (Vie); Richard Rapport (Hun)
drew with Yagiz Erdogmus (Tur);
Salem Saleh (UAE) lost to Levon
Aronian (USA); Javokhir Sindarov
(Uzb) drew with Nikolas
Theodorou (Gre); Sam Shankland
(USA) drew with Vidit Gujrathi;
S.L. Narayanan drew with Yu
Yangyi (Chn); Vladimir Fedoseev
(Slo) lost to Radoslaw Wjtaszek
(Pol); Karthik Venkataraman drew
with Bogdan-Daniel Deac (Rou).

P. Harikrishna bt Daniel Dardha
(Bel); Peter Leko (Hun) bt Kirill
Alekseenko (Rus).

Arjun outclasses Vokhidov;
Pranav posts impressive win

Flying start: Arjun needed just 30 moves to beat Vokhidov. P.K. AJITH KUMAR

Top seed Gukesh draws �rst game of third round against German Svane; Praggnanandhaa also

splits the point; Harikrishna scores over Dardha while Narayanan holds China’s Yangyi 

CHESS WORLD CUP 

P.K. Ajith Kumar
ARPORA (GOA)

On the cusp of another
overseas series win, India
will look to overcome bat-
ting inconsistencies and
�nish the tour of Australia
with authority when the
two sides clash in the �fth
and �nal T20I here on
Saturday.

With an unassailable 2-1
lead in the series, India has
extended its 17-year streak
of not losing a T20I series
against Australia Down Un-
der, and Suryakumar Ya-
dav & Co. will look to �nish
strongly in this one too.

The focus will be on
Shubman Gill and skipper
Suryakumar’s batting,
while Australia will look to
counter India’s spin
challenge.

The Men in Blue showed
better tactical awareness in
the previous match, adjust-
ing to a tricky Carrara
pitch. 

For vice-captain Gill, it
has been seven innings
without a �fty, though his
46 in the fourth T20I was a
sign of his returning form.

Gill has not quite dis-
played the �uent touch
that has de�ned his batting
in recent years. He looked
composed in the last
match before being un-
done by a slower ball. 

Tilak Varma is yet to �nd
his rhythm, managing
scores of zero, 29, and �ve
in his last three outings.

The pressure will also

be on wicketkeeper-batter
Jitesh Sharma, who has fea-
tured ahead of Sanju Sam-
son in the last two games
but is yet to make a sub-
stantial impact.

India’s lower-order has
also chipped in e�ectively,
with Axar Patel smashing
an 11-ball 21 in the previous
match. 

The presence of all-
rounders at No. 7 and No. 8
has given the team valua-
ble �exibility and depth.

In the bowling depart-
ment, Arshdeep Singh has
once again proved his
worth for India, picking up
four wickets and forming
an e�ective new-ball pair-
ing with Jasprit Bumrah.

The spin trio of Varun
Chakaravarthy, Axar and
Washington Sundar has

been a major strength for
India despite the absence
of Kuldeep Yadav. Both Shi-
vam Dube and Washington
have been instrumental
with bat and ball.

For Australia, the fourth
T20I once again exposed
its weakness against quali-
ty spin. Varun, Axar, and
Washington combined to
take six wickets in under 10
overs at the Carrara Oval.

The home team’s bat-
ting has been heavily re-
liant on skipper Mitchell
Marsh, Marcus Stoinis, and
Tim David. 

The absence of Travis
Head hurt their chances in
the last game, as they
failed to chase down a
modest 168.

Nathan Ellis and Adam
Zampa have shouldered

much of the bowling res-
ponsibility, but Ben Dwar-
shuis went wicketless in
the last match. 

The hosts might consid-
er handing a debut to Mah-
li Beardman in the �nal
game.

The teams (from): Australia:

Mitchell Marsh (Capt.), Matthew
Short, Josh Inglis (wk), Josh
Philippe (wk), Mitchell Owen,
Glenn Maxwell, Matt Kuhnemann,
Adam Zampa, Mahli Beardman,
Ben Dwarshuis, Xavier Bartlett,
Nathan Ellis and Marcus Stoinis.

India: Suryakumar Yadav (Capt.),
Abhishek Sharma, Shubman Gill,
Tilak Varma, Nitish Kumar,
Shivam Dube, Axar Patel, Jitesh
Sharma (wk), Varun
Chakaravarthy, Jasprit Bumrah,
Arshdeep Singh, Harshit Rana,
Sanju Samson (wk), Rinku Singh
and Washington Sundar.

Match starts at 1.45 p.m. IST.

Suryakumar’s men eye series win
INDIA IN AUSTRALIA

Press Trust of India
BRISBANE

All-round show: Dube has been in fine form for the Men in Blue. AFP

On an otherwise bountiful
harvest day for the bow-
lers, South Africa-A cap-
tain Marques Ackerman
came up with a belligerent
century (134, 118b, 17x4,
5x6) to partially stem In-
dia-A’s ascent at the BCCI
Centre of Excellence near
here on Friday.

In reply to the hosts’
255, the visitors made 221
on day two, with Acker-
man notching up his 13th
First Class hundred. But
even his best e�orts
couldn’t stop India-A from
gaining a 34-run lead as the
home bowlers made full
use of the grassy surface
and moderately misty con-
ditions early on, and
shared the spoils among
themselves like non-fussy
siblings from a well-parent-
ed house. 

Bowlers’ day out
Prasidh Krishna dismissed
three batters, followed by
Mohammed Siraj and
Akash Deep with two each,
and Kuldeep Yadav and
Harsh Dubey one apiece.
And by stumps, India-A
had reached 78 for three –

112 runs in the green — with
Kuldeep (zero batting)
keeping K.L. Rahul (26 bat-
ting) company.

Abhimanyu Easwaran
ended up with a pair, while
B. Sai Sudharsan and Dev-
dutt Padikkal fell after pro-
mising starts, for 23 and 24
respectively.

In the morning, Akash
drew �rst blood, sending
Lesego Senokwane’s
stumps for a short vaca-
tion. Siraj trapped Zubayr
Hamza in front before
Akash snared the big scalp
of Temba Bavuma, caught
down the leg-side for a
�rst-ball duck. The South

Africa National team skip-
per appeared disappointed
with the umpire’s decision
but he had no recourse.

From 12 for three, Jor-
dan Hermann (23, 73b,
5x4) and Ackerman stea-
died the ship and took
their side to 76 at lunch on-
ly for Prasidh to strike
twice in the �rst over after
the break, excising Her-
mann and Connor Ester-
huizen. 

Shifting gears

Perhaps sensing that he
will soon run out of partn-
ers, Ackerman changed
gears. At one stage, he was
69 from 84 balls. His next
65 took just 34 balls, with
the catalyst being one Siraj
over where he plundered
24 runs, with two gorgeous
cover drives and a six each
over third-man and �ne-leg
standing out.

The 29-year-old was the
ninth man out, adjudged
caught behind while trying
a reverse sweep. Ackerman
seemed unhappy to be gi-
ven out, but he had en-
sured that South Africa-A
could live to �ght another
day. 

The scores: India-A 255 in 77.1
overs & 78/3 in 24 overs vs. South
Africa-A 221 in 47.3 overs
(Marques Ackerman 134).

Ackerman saves the day for visitors
against a formidable bowling attack

Captain’s knock: Ackerman’s century ensured that South Africa-A

could live to fight another day. K. MURALI KUMAR 

N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

INDIA-A VS SA-A

Women’s ODI World
Cup to feature 10 teams
DUBAI: The ICC on Friday
announced that the next
edition of the Women’s
ODI World Cup in 2029
will feature 10 teams,
expanding from the
existing eight-team format.
The ICC Board approved
an increase of nearly 10%
in distribution for funds to
its associate members for
the year 2026. 
The ICC received its �rst
update on ‘Project USA’,

which was launched
following the suspension
of USA Cricket and in line
with the ICC’s directive
that the commercial and
development interests of
players in the US national
teams should not be
negatively impacted by the
suspension of the board
due to non-compliance.
The project is focused on
building an optimised
runway to Cricket’s
inclusion in the LA 2028
Olympics. 

Cricket will also be
included in the scheduled
list of sports for the 2027
African Games in Cairo
and the 2027 PanAm
Games in the Peruvian
capital Lima.
The Board also rati�ed the
appointment of a number
of members of the ICC
Women’s Cricket
Committee: Ashley de
Silva, Mithali Raj, Amol
Muzumdar, Ben Sawyer,
Charlotte Edwards, and
Sala Stella Siale-Vaea.

ICC UPDATES
�

X

Chennai Super Kings CEO Kasi Viswanathan confirmed on Friday

that M.S. Dhoni will play for the franchise in the IPL 2026 season.

Putting speculations about Dhoni’s IPL retirement to rest,

Viswanathan said: “MS has told us that he will be available for the

next season.”

Dhoni will play in IPL 2026,
con�rms Super Kings CEO

AVAILABLE

FILE PHOTO: M. VEDHAN 
X

Chennai’s V.S. Raahul became India’s 91st Grandmaster by winning

the sixth ASEAN individual chess championship at Ozamiz City, the

Philippines, on Friday, with a round to spare. The 22-year-old beat

Indonesia’s Fabian Glen Mariano in the eighth and penultimate

round to claim the title. He is a former Asian junior champion. 

Raahul wins ASEAN championship,
becomes India’s 91st Grandmaster

INTO THE ELITE LIST 

FILE PHOTO

The All India Football Fed-
eration’s (AIFF) e�orts at
�nding a commercial
partner to run the Indian
Super League (ISL) hit a
wall as the deadline for the
submission of ‘request for
proposal’ (RFP) ended on
Friday without any bidder
expressing interest in the
national federation’s o�er. 

This puts the future of
the country’s top league
under a cloud as the AIFF
will have to think of a way
to �nd an investor to �-
nance the tournament and
its associated functions
once its contract with the
existing commercial rights
holder, Reliance subsidiary
Football Sports Develop-
ment Limited, ends this
December.

After receiving a go-
ahead from the Supreme
Court, which approved a
new constitution in Sep-
tember, the AIFF �oated
the tender midway in Oc-
tober seeking a commer-
cial partner for the next 15
years. Some entities had
showed interest initially
and put out a host of quer-
ies which were replied to
by the AIFF.

Setback for
AIFF as ISL
tender draws
a blank

Amitabha Das Sharma
KOLKATA

India has been on the loo-
kout for inside forwards
since goals dried up from
Sunil Chhetri in open play.
Earlier this year, a sugges-
tion arrived from Chhetri
himself, one that paved the
way for Ryan Williams, an
Australian international,
switching allegiance to In-
dia — a �rst of its kind.

“During the national
camp in May 2025 in Kolka-
ta, Sunil Chhetri told me
that Ryan was interested in
getting the Indian passport
and that he had submitted
his details to the relevant

government authorities in
Bengaluru,” Kalyan Chau-
bey, the president of All In-
dia Football Federation
(AIFF), told the The Hindu.

Williams will be added
to the list of India proba-
bles for the AFC Asian Cup
third round (away) quali-
�er against Bangladesh on
Nov. 18. After a No Objec-
tion Certi�cate from Foot-
ball Australia, he could
don India colours in Dha-
ka. 

“The whole process
usually takes a lot of time,
sometimes years, as multi-
ple agencies are involved
and the clearance of Minis-
tries (Home Ministry and

Ministry of External Af-
fairs) are required,” Chau-
bey explained.

“But it was completed in
just seven months, and I’m
thankful to the Sports Mi-
nister, Mansukh Mandavi-
ya, for ensuring the
process.”

But India’s probables list
will have one name mis-
sing: Chhetri, who called
time on his international
career for the second time.
Williams’ inclusion thus
does more than �ll a roster
spot; it marks the passing
of the torch. And in the
shadow of his departure,
Chhetri was among the
ones who lit the �ame.

Chhetri passes the baton to
Williams in India rebuild
Neeladri Bhattacharjee
MARGAO
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Hussain Khan of India advanced to the �nal stage
of the IBSF World Snooker Championships in
Doha late on Wednesday. Hussain staged a
comeback to put it past Germany’s Richard
Wienold 4-3 [31-101, 67-2, 30-69, 15-77(76), 62-26,
62-37, 84-72] in the pre-quarter�nals.

Hussain beats Wienold,
advances to �nal stage

India’s Rathika Suthanthira Seelan progressed to
the semi�nals of the NSW Open squash
tournament with an 11-8, 11-7, 11-4 win over local
challenger Karen Bloom in Sydney on Friday.
Fifth seed Veer Chotrani defeated Egypt’s
Mohamed Sharaf 11-7, 10-12, 11-5, 11-8 in the round
of 16 at the St. James Expression Open, a $32,000
PSA Copper event, in Spring�eld.

Rathika Seelan makes it to
NSW Open squash semi�nals

Olympian Philippe Goldberg of Belgium has been
appointed as the head coach of Soorma Hockey
Club ahead of the second season of Hockey India
League, the club said on Friday. Joining Goldberg
in the revamped coaching setup is Olympian
Ignacio Ricardo Bergner of Argentina, who takes
on the role of analytical coach. The club’s current
head coach, Jeroen Baart, will transition into an
advisory role. The club will kick o� its 2026
campaign against defending champion Shrachi
Rarh Bengal Tigers on January 4 in Chennai.

Goldberg named as Soorma
Hockey Club’s head coach

INBRIEF
�

A
s a battling Tamil
Nadu takes on an
upbeat Andhra in

an Elite Group-A �xture in
the fourth round of the
Ranji Trophy at the ACA-
VDCA Stadium from Satur-
day, it will be bolstered by
the return from injury of
its seasoned opener and
wicket-keeper N. Jagadee-
san, felt coach Senthilnath-
an and captain Sai Kishore
on Friday. 

Also referring to opener
B. Sachin’s return from
chickenpox, Senthilnathan
said: “Jaggi ( Jagadeesan)
has come in, Sachin has
come in. So, probably, this
could give us a little bit of a
boost for the batting.” 

Jagadeesan and Sachin
have replaced S.R. Athish
and M. Shahrukh Khan,
and left-arm spinner P. Vi-
dyuth and pacer P. Sarava-

na Kumar have replaced
D.T. Chandrasekar and Lo-
kesh Raj in the squad from
the last match against Vi-
darbha. Tamil Nadu lost by

an innings to Jharkhand,
managed to eke out a �rst-
innings lead versus Naga-
land, and escaped with a
draw after conceding the

�rst-innings advantage to
Vidarbha. 

Senthilnathan empha-
sised the need to play fear-
less and positive cricket.

“We are in that kind of sit-
uation, where we have to
�re. Sometimes when your
cards are low, things could
change - we can bat and
bowl without any fear. We
can de�nitely look at being
positive, because that’s the
only way left for us,” he
said.

Andhra captain Ricky
Bhui mentioned that the
comprehensive win
against Odisha in the last
match has put his team “in
a better space,” giving it
“con�dence and momen-
tum.” 

Shaik Rasheed and Sri-
kar Bharat have been
among the runs, while
spin-bowling all-rounder
Saurabh Kumar came up
with an all-round perfor-
mance against Odisha. 

But coach Gary Stead
said that his team is wary
of Tamil Nadu. “I think
we’re treading in the right
direction, which has been
positive. Tamil Nadu will
be another step up,
though. I think they’ve got
some very good players
and maybe haven’t hit
their straps yet,” he said. 

Desperate Tamil Nadu needs a victory
against a buoyant Andhra side

Talking cricket: Left-arm spinners Saurabh and Sai Kishore greet each other. K.R. DEEPAK 

The return of Jagadeesan and fellow opener Sachin will be a big boost for the visitor; home captain Bhui says team in a better space after Odisha win

S. Prasanna Venkatesan
VISAKHAPATNAM

RANJI TROPHY

Ranji Trophy: Star Sports Khel & JioHotstar, 9.30 a.m.

Australia vs India: 5th T20I, Star Sports 1 & JioHotstar, 1.45
p.m.

Chess: World Cup FIDE YouTube Channel, 3 p.m.

Premier League: SS SELECT 1 & JioHotstar, 6, 8.30, 11 p.m. &
1.30 a.m. (Sunday)

LaLiga: FanCode, 6.30, 8.45 & 11 p.m.

Serie A: DAZN, 7.30, 10.30 p.m. & 1.15 a.m. (Sunday)

Formula One: Sao Paulo GP (Sprint Race), F1 TV, F1 TV Pro &
FanCode, 7.30 p.m. ; Qualifying, 11.30 p.m.

Bundesliga: Sony Sports Ten 2 & LIV, 8 & 11 p.m.

NZ vs WI: 3rd T20I, Sony Sports Ten 1 & LIV, 5.45 a.m. (Sun-
day)

LIVE TELECAST

�

Elite: Group A: Uttar Pradesh vs
Nagaland (Kanpur), Andhra vs
Tamil Nadu (Visakhapatnam),
Vidarbha vs Odisha (Nagpur),
Baroda vs Jharkhand (Vadodara).

Group B: Maharashtra vs
Karnataka (Pune), Goa vs Madhya
Pradesh (Porvorim), Chandigarh
vs Punjab (Chandigarh), Kerala vs
Saurashtra
(Thiruvananthapuram).

Group C: Railways vs Bengal
(Surat), Haryana vs Uttarakhand

(Lahli), Gujarat vs Services
(Nadiad), Tripura vs Assam
(Agartala).

Group D: Delhi vs Jammu &
Kashmir (Delhi), Hyderabad vs
Rajasthan (Hyderabad),
Chhattisgarh vs Pondicherry
(Raipur), Mumbai vs Himachal
Pradesh (Mumbai).

Plate: Sikkim vs Bihar (Rangpo),
Mizoram vs Manipur (Anand),
Arunachal Pradesh vs Meghalaya
(Surat).

RANJI SCHEDULE - ROUND 4

�

The Beighton Cup has got a
new home as its 126th edi-
tion will start at the newly
built Vivekananda Hockey
Stadium, situated adjacent
to the iconic football stadi-
um in Salt Lake, here on
Saturday.

The world’s oldest hock-
ey tournament, featuring
21 teams — including top
departmental sides such as
defending champion In-
dian Navy, last year’s run-
ner-up Indian Oil, Bharat
Petroleum and Punjab Na-
tional Bank — will be
played at the Vivekananda
Stadium and Dumurjala
ground, Howrah.

The semi�nals will be
played on November 15 fol-
lowed by the �nal on No-
vember 16. The champion
team will earn ₹10 lakh,
while the runner-up will

take home ₹5 lakh.
The tournament will be

streamed live on SSEN app.
A day after its virtual in-

auguration by Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee, West

Bengal Sports Minister
Aroop Biswas and Fire and
Emergency Services Minis-
ter and Hockey Bengal
(HB) president Sujit Bose
on Friday took a tour of the

�rst full-�edged hockey
stadium, featuring one
concrete stand and three
grass hills, in the state.

“The stadium, built at a
cost of more than ₹20.53
crore, has all modern facil-
ities. It’s a proud moment.
We want to produce more
Olympians,” said Biswas.

Bose urged hockey lov-
ers to throng the stadium.
“It’s free, there is no gate
fee for the tournament,”
said Bose, promising to
start a women’s league
sooner than later.

Both ministers ex-
pressed hope to conduct
international matches at
the new venue in the
future.

Celebrating Indian
hockey’s 100-year-old jour-
ney, HB organised matches
in 20 districts.

Beighton Cup begins today; to be played at new stadium 

Y.B. Sarangi
KOLKATA

HOCKEY

All set: The Vivekananda Hockey Stadium in Kolkata will host the event. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

New Zealand unveiled its
squad for the three-match
ODI home series against
West Indies on Friday.
Former skipper Kane Wil-
liamson failed to �nd a
place in the squad to be led
by in-form all-rounder
Mitchell Santner.

The squad: Mitchell Santner
(Capt.), Michael Bracewell, Mark
Chapman, Devon Conway, Jacob
Du�y, Zak Foulkes, Matt Henry,
Kyle Jamieson, Tom Latham,
Daryl Mitchell, Rachin Ravindra,
Nathan Smith, Blair Tickner and
Will Young. 

ODI series schedule: 1:

Christchurch, Nov. 16; 2: Napier,
Nov. 19; 3: Hamilton, Nov. 22.

NZ announces
squad for 
WI ODIs

ANI
WELLINGTON
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“I
f it’s a batting-friendly pitch, I be-
come a batter. If it’s a bowler-friend-
ly pitch, I become a bowler. It is
simple.”

When Ravindra Jadeja was asked to shed light
on his sustained all-round excellence during In-
dia’s second Test against West Indies in New Del-
hi last month, a throwaway response that evoked
chuckles from the press pack was all that came
by. It seems to be intrinsic to his nature to not
harp on his skills, preferring instead to let his
runs, wickets and catches do the talking.

Uncommon �exibility

Even then, the light-hearted reply begs the
question: how many actually have the
ability with both bat and ball to
switch their primary skill based
on the vagaries of the 22-yard
strip?

On a track conducive to run-
making, he is perfectly capable
of batting in the top six and peel-
ing o� a century. And on a spin-
friendly surface, he is equally adept at weav-
ing a web and producing a �ve-wicket haul. Add
his sharp ground �elding and safe catching to the
mix, along with his athleticism, endurance and
explosive burst of speed, and he clearly belongs
to an exotic breed even within the category of
all-rounders.

The wide-ranging attributes have helped him
scale exemplary numbers in Tests: 3,990 runs,
338 wickets and 49 catches in 87 matches. As and
when he crosses the 4,000-run mark, he will join
a select gathering of all-rounders — Kapil Dev, Ian
Botham and Daniel Vettori — to have scored these
many runs and claimed 300-plus scalps in the
classical format. With a two-Test series against
South Africa beginning November 14 in Kolkata,
the landmark is imminent.

Yet, as eye-catching as these �gures are, it
seems reductive to view the 36-year-old’s career
purely through the prism of numbers. For as long
as he has been around — his Test career will com-
plete 13 years in December — he has been de�ned
by his proclivity to seamlessly slot into di�erent
boxes, like water taking the shape of its contain-
er, rather than by any conscious pursuit of perso-
nal milestones.

“I won’t lie that I don’t think of personal miles-
tones at all. It seems like it will feel good when
such things happen. But once it happens, it feels
the same as earlier. There is nothing new,” Jadeja
explained in the press conference in October.
“More than my own milestones... if I perform,
does it make the team win? Are my runs and
wickets having an impact on the team? Right
now, my mindset has become like that. That’s
more important. If you score runs and take wick-
ets and the team loses, it has no relevance.”

That Jadeja, famously dubbed ‘rockstar’ in the

infancy of his career by Shane Warne, has
reached this sweet spot is a re�ection of the ma-
turity he has gained over time. Though his slim,
supple frame continues to glide across the turf
like it did in the reckless rush of youth, having not
gained a visible shred of fat in all these years, he
is now the oldest member of the Indian team.

In a year that has witnessed the retirements of
Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma from Tests — his old
spin partner R. Ashwin also exited the stage last
December — the all-rounder from Jamnagar, set
to turn 37 on December 6, is remarkably enjoying
his most proli�c period with the bat. In eight
Tests in 2025, he has scored 659 runs — more
than in any other year — at an average of 82.37.

Putting it together

Akin to the ripening of a fruit, Jadeja took time to
fuse all the ingredients as a batter at the highest
level. Though the raw material was always there
— three triple tons in First Class cricket by the
time he turned out in Test whites — it was only to-
wards the latter part of 2016, more than three

years after making his debut, that Jadeja began to
pull his weight with the willow. His batting has
scaled up substantially since 2018, producing
2,814 runs in 52 Tests at an average of 44.66. All of
his six Test hundreds have come in this period.

He was at his apogee in England this year. In a
largely parched summer that facilitated a spree of
runs, Jadeja duly �lled his boots with 516 runs in
10 innings at 86. It included a streak of four suc-
cessive half-centuries and was followed by a ton
that contributed to India saving the Test in Man-
chester on the �nal day. A simple technique, de-
void of exaggerated trigger movements, and a

steely temperament were the driving forces in
this purple patch.

The tour of the Old Blighty, however, wasn’t
rewarding with the ball for Jadeja for obvious
reasons. There are limitations that the left-arm

spinner has as a wicket-taker outside the subcon-
tinent, but even when the conditions are inimi-

cal, what he always o�ers is control from one
end as the pacers probe from the other.

Numbers are instructive in this regard.
Since January 2010, among bowlers with
200-plus Test wickets, Jadeja’s economy-
rate of 2.59 runs per over is the lowest. In

an era of rising run-rates, it is a testament to
Jadeja’s accuracy in hitting a good length that

he is still able to tie batters down. It makes him
deadly on turning tracks at home where the be-
ne�t of natural variation becomes all the more
pronounced, for even the bowler doesn’t always
know whether the ball is going to grip and spin or
skid into the pads after pitching. 

The modus operandi has yielded majestic re-
sults, his 338 scalps in the format being the �fth-
highest by an Indian behind Anil Kumble, Ash-
win, Kapil and Harbhajan Singh.

In the broad spectrum of skills he brings to the
table, there is also his contribution to India’s
white-ball teams. His last act in T20Is before retir-
ing along with Rohit and Kohli was lifting the T20
World Cup in the Caribbean last year. In ODIs, he
hasn’t played since winning the Champions Tro-
phy in March. Strangely, despite his illustrious ca-
reer, Jadeja hasn’t necessarily got his due from
the public at large. Even when he was left out of
India’s ODI squad for the recent series against
Australia, although chief selector Ajit Agarkar

stated that it had no bearing on the medium-
term, it was no more than a footnote.

Legacy vs. popular memory
It is perhaps because, notwithstanding all the
runs, wickets and catches in numerous victories
for India, he isn’t associated with a singular de�n-
ing moment of glory that lives on in popular me-
mory. While he won Chennai Super Kings its �fth
IPL title in 2023 by hitting a six and four o� the
last two deliveries in a cli�hanger, he has had
some ‘so near and yet so far’ heartbreaks on na-
tional duty. The 2019 World Cup semi�nal against
New Zealand and the Lord’s Test this year spring
to mind. But in the grand scheme of things, this
shouldn’t matter. Because whenever Jadeja hangs
up his boots and re�ects on whether his runs and
wickets had an impact on the Indian team, the
answer will be a resounding yes. 

Why shape-shifter

Ravindra Jadeja
is a rare breed of all-rounder
The 36-year-old is set to become only the fourth cricketer to score more

than 4,000 runs and claim more than 300 wickets in Tests. But as

eye-catching as his numbers are, what de�nes him is his ability to toggle

between bat-dominant and ball-dominant roles based on the conditions

If it’s a
batting-
friendly
pitch, I
become a
batter. If it’s
a bowler-
friendly
pitch, I
become a
bowler
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Vivek Krishnan

More than my own milestones... if I perform,
does it make the team win? Are my runs and
wickets having an impact on the team? That’s
more important
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M
ichael Adams is 53 — almost 54, he
stresses — but continues to be a for-
midable presence in front of a
chessboard. He is ranked 90 in the

world in what is a very competitive, global sport
that is getting increasingly younger. In 2023, the
English Grandmaster won a strong London Chess
Classic, which featured current World champion
D. Gukesh. That year, he also won the World se-
nior (above 50) title, which should, of course,
come as no surprise.

When Adams, the former World No. 4 who
came close to winning the FIDE World Cham-
pionship in 2004, got an opportunity to play at
the ongoing World Cup in Goa, he gladly took it.
He sat down for an exclusive interview with The

Hindu at Resort Rio in the North Goan village of
Arpora after scoring a comfortable �rst-round
victory. Excerpts:

What keeps you going?

Well, I don’t know. This is a good question. I
am not entirely sure, actually. I think it was partly
[due to] the pandemic when everything shut
down. And I was kind of near the end of my play-
ing career, but not completely there. So it was a
bit frustrating to have this kind of time out then.
To the extent that I decided I wanted to play a lot
and do a few more years.

It was partly I wanted to be ready for the Euro-
pean Team Championship, which actually didn’t
go that well for me personally, anyway. So I
thought it was better to try and play a lot of
games. Also, now there is a bit more chess activ-
ity in England. So I like very much that I can play
events in England. I often play in Cambridge, the
English Championship, British Championship,
London Chess Classic. I have a few events in En-
gland and maybe a few elsewhere.

Sometimes I play the senior events as well, be-
cause I like the guy organising it, or I am quite
friendly with some of the other guys on the team.
So it is a bit of a social thing and it adds up to a lot
of games. But it is not going to go on forever.

One of your contemporaries is here as
FIDE’s deputy president, while you are here
as a competitor. Did you have a chat with
Viswanathan Anand?

I only chatted with him brie�y. Of course,
Vishy can still play anytime he wants to. The guy
is amazing. I think people will only understand
how incredible his strength is maybe in years to
come. His level was amazing. But even more re-
cently, when he was playing with the absolute top
guys, he just plays and it is just like normal for
him. There are some older guys here, like Vasyl
Ivanchuk. He is still playing a lot. He is a really
great player. I don’t really consider myself in the
same kind of league. Also, there is Boris Gelfand,
who continues to play. The guy challenged for the
World Championship, an amazing player and he
was just playing in the Grand Swiss recently.
There is also Alexei Shirov, who too played very
well at Grand Swiss.

I don’t think the guys who are now like 30 or
so, I don’t think they will necessarily go to 40 and
play. Chess is a lot more intensive, with computer
preparation. It is a lot more di�cult. It is a lot
more work. And the intensity of the work is very
high now for the strong young players. They
work so hard, and from such a young age, whe-
reas it is a bit more di�erent for guys in their 50s,
because we didn’t really have that computer
preparation for a long time.

What made you play this World Cup?

I guess it will almost certainly be my last World
Cup. But, never say never. It was really just a
question of if I wanted to try one more time.
There were a couple of guys who would normally
be selected for England — David Howell and Ga-
wain Jones. And they chose not to play. And then
I was asked, and I thought, why not? I thought
Delhi would be the venue, and it was one direct
�ight. And then later on, it was Goa, and I was not
so happy.

You played the World Championship in
Delhi in 2000, it was also a knockout format
like this. You had a �ne tournament until
you ran into Anand in the semi�nals.

I have some nice memories from Delhi, never-
theless. I won many matches; I beat some very
strong players. It was disappointing to end the
tournament like that after playing so well, but I
had a lot of respect for Vishy; he was always a ve-
ry di�cult opponent for me as well.
Well, at the start, I had an awful
score; in the �rst 10 games, I was
scoring hardly at all. It got better
later and stabilised the score.
And I think Vishy’s in�uence on
the young Indian players is re-
markable: not only the amazing
way they play, but also the attitude
and the kind of modesty, the polite-
ness, just the way they behave is
just, really, you can see that
it is the standards he has
set. They really follow
his standards.

How do you look
back at the 2004
World
Championship �nal
match with Rustam
Kasimdzhanov,
probably your
best chance to win
the title?

[After the classical matches were tied], I had
some chances in the �rst rapid game. The win I
missed in the sixth game, I just simply didn’t have
much time. And I was checking that I was making
a draw. It just didn’t occur to me to really look to
play for a win. But I don’t regret that I didn’t win
the World title. I achieved so much more than I
expected. I am still ranked in the top 100 players
at the age of 54. To me, this is amazing, because
when I was maybe 37, I was thinking, well, I’m
not sure I have that many years left, really. I was
thinking maybe �ve years, maybe a little bit
more.

Your thoughts on Daniel Naroditsky’s 
tragic death?

I don’t even know what even happened, ac-
tually, but this was very sad and just totally
shocking and horrible. We have to have strict

rules that you can’t make accusations against pe-
ople publicly. There has to be some punish-

ment every time this happens.
I don’t think it is normal in

cheating that some people were
cheating online and their identi-
ties are not revealed. 

There is so much publicity for
this cheating. And I think it is very
bad for chess because the story
should be that 99.99% of players
are very honest in a game where
everyone has the capacity to
cheat. And yet there is such a big
fuss. We don’t worry enough
about the rights of people who
play honestly.

Don’t regret not winning
the World title; amazed I’m
still in the top-100
Grandmaster Michael Adams opens up in this conversation about what keeps him hooked to chess in his 50s,

how the game has changed for strong young players, why Viswanathan Anand was a di�cult opponent and how

he looks back at his shot at championship glory in 2004

I don’t think
the guys
who are
now like 30
or so will
necessarily
go to 40 and
play. Chess
is a lot more
intensive,
with
computer
preparation.
It is a lot
more
di�cult. It is
a lot more
work

I think Vishy’s in�uence on the young Indian
players is remarkable: not only the amazing
way they play, but also the attitude and the
kind of modesty, the politeness, just the way
they behave

INTERVIEW 

Michael Adams

Angling enthusiasts participate
in a fishing competition at the
International Round Pond in Su-
qian, China, in this photograph.

Fishing tournaments are or-
ganised competitive events held
on or around defined bodies of

water, including oceans, rivers,
lakes, even ice-covered ponds.

The contestants are judged
on the basis of total weight, to-
tal length or longest fish of a gi-
ven species within a stipulated
time period. 

The question of whether fish-
ing really is a sport continues to
pique minds. Its proponents say

the combination of skill, physi-
cal exertion (when ‘wrestling’ a
big fish), and structured compe-
tition meets the criteria that de-
fine a sport. But it’s not an
answer that convinces
everyone.

Since large fishing tourna-
ments have the potential to im-
pact the environment and fish

stocks, standards for competi-
tive events have been deve-
loped. The practice of ‘catch
and release’, in which the fish is
unhooked and returned alive to
the water, is one such standard.

But unless the technique is
performed with great care, it
doesn’t really serve the purpose
it is intended to.
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PICTURE THIS

Hook, line & sinker
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GAME THEORY
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