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INTER-DEPARTMENTAL BODY

Panel formed to �ght
‘digital arrests’, SC told
NEWS » PAGE 12

‘CRITICAL CONDITION’

Nipah suspected in 2
West Bengal patients 
NEWS » PAGE 12

SECOND ODI TODAY

Men in Blue look to
seal series against NZ
SPORT » PAGE 15

T
he Supreme Court
on Tuesday asked
the Election Com-

mission (EC) whether an
Electoral Registration Of-
�cer (ERO)’s decision to
strike a person o� the elec-
toral rolls after an “inquisi-
torial” enquiry into his citi-
zenship under the special
intensive revision (SIR) ex-
ercise could be referred to
by the Centre to com-
mence an investigation in-
to the individual’s right to
remain in India or be
deported.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
a member of the Division
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice Surya Kant, asked
whether EROs could ex-
clude a person from the
electoral rolls even before
the Centre took a �nal call

to “strip him of the colour
of citizenship”.

The questions from the
court gained signi�cance
as draft electoral rolls pu-
blished in nine States and
three Union Territories, in-
cluding West Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu,
witnessed the deletion of
nearly 6.5 crore names in
the second phase of the
SIR process. 

The queries from the
Bench followed submis-
sions made by senior advo-
cate Rakesh Dwivedi that
Article 326 (the right of
adult Indian citizens to
vote), the Representation
of the People Act, and the
Registration of Electors
Rules of 1960 collectively
empower the EC, through
the EROs, to conduct an in-
quisitorial enquiry into citi-

zenship for speci�c pur-
poses. 

Mr. Dwivedi said the
poll body was entitled to
verify citizenship for the
purpose of inclusion on
the electoral rolls. It was
for the Union government
to decide if a person would
stay on in India or be de-
ported. 

“He [ERO] can enquire.
But after he records a �nd-
ing, is it required under the
scheme of Citizenship Act
that his �nding be referred
for an appropriate decision
and steps by the Central
government? And till
then... can you take away
his right till a decision is ta-
ken by the Central govern-
ment stripping him of the
colour of citizenship?” Jus-
tice Bagchi asked.

SC questions EC on voter
roll deletions, citizenship
Top court asks poll body if its decision to remove voters from electoral rolls could lead to an

investigation into their right to remain in India; EC says voters excluded in SIR have right to appeal

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI
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CHAMPARAN TO AMBEDKAR

Importance of
the colour blue
Blue has been linked
with the struggles 
of the marginalised 

OPINION » PAGE 9

Naidu launches
slew of projects
in Naravaripalle

TIRUPATI

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu

Naidu arrived with family at

Naravaripalle on Tuesday for

Sankranti, and launched

several projects. » Page 6

At least 38 thatched houses
belonging to members of
the Konda Reddi tribe were
reduced to ashes in a �re
reportedly triggered by a
short circuit at Sarlanka vil-
lage in Routhulapudi man-
dal of Kakinada district on
Monday night. 

No casualties of inhabi-
tants or cattle were report-
ed. Most of the inhabitants
were away, attending a
weekly shandy ahead of
the Sankranti celebrations,
when the �re broke out.

According to reports, a
short circuit in the village
electricity supply caused

the �re which spread to
nearby thatched houses.
Those present in the vil-
lage could not communi-
cate about the incident to

the authorities concerned
on time due to absence of
mobile network. 

The destroyed houses
belonged to 56 families.

The Kakinada district pol-
ice are engaged in relief op-
erations. 

Deeply tragic: Naidu
Meanwhile, Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu
held an urgent review with
Ministers and senior o�-
cials to assess the relief
measures. 

38 houses of Konda Reddi tribe gutted 
in a hamlet in Kakinada district
The Hindu Bureau
KAKINADA/VIJAYAWADA

The remnants of a house destroyed in the fire at Sarlanka village in

Kakinada district on Monday night. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

No casualties
reported; CM directs
comprehensive
assistance to 
a�ected families
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Kolleru Lake
comes alive with
winged visitors

KOLLERU (ELURU DISTRICT)

Kolleru Wildlife Sanctuary

recorded 96,195 birds of 116

species during January 

first week. » PAGE 6

The Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment has withdrawn
the Additional Retail Ex-
cise Tax (ARET) levied ex-
clusively on liquor sup-
plied to bars, bringing
parity with retail shops
and correcting a long-
standing pricing anomaly.

Principal Secretary, Ex-
cise Department, Mukesh
Kumar Meena issued the
orders on Tuesday, follow-
ing approval of recommen-
dations made by a Group
of Ministers (GoM).

The decision comes af-
ter a comprehensive re-
view of excise policies im-
plemented between 2019
and 2024 and the formula-
tion of a “Way Forward”
for future excise years. 

A GoM was constituted
in August 2024 to recom-
mend a new, comprehen-
sive excise policy covering
retail trade, liquor pricing

and taxation. The GoM,
which met periodically,
discussed the issue of
ARET in its meeting held
on December 22, 2025.

The government noted
that prior to November
2019, the invoice price of
Indian Made Foreign Liqu-
or (IMFL) and Foreign Li-
quor (FL) supplied by
APSBCL depots was un-
iform for bars and retail
outlets. However, the intro-
duction of ARET exclusive-
ly for bars from November
2019 resulted in higher
prices for bars, leading to
market distortions and
lack of uniformity in taxa-
tion. Accepting the GoM’s
recommendations, the go-
vernment decided to
amend the AP Excise
(Grant of Licence of Selling
by Bar and Conditions of
Licence) Rules, 2025, re-
moving the levy of ARET
on IMFL and FL purchased
by bar licensees from
APSBCL depots. 

A.P. govt. removes
Additional Retail
Excise Tax on bars

The Hindu Bureau
AMARAVATI

CANINE ATTACKS

SC moots
liability for
feeders over
dog bites

NEWS » PAGE 12

Delivery platforms Blinkit,
Zepto, Zomato, and Swiggy
are learnt to have decided
to remove the 10-minute
delivery system from their
applications after an inter-
vention by Union Labour
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya.

Gig and platform work-
ers went on a one-day
strike on December 31 and
one of their demands was
to end the delivery of items
in 10 minutes, citing acci-
dents and health issues. A
senior o�cial said Mr.
Mandaviya had raised the
issue at a meeting held
with the aggregators last
week. 

The Ministry sources
told The Hindu that Blinkit
has removed the 10-minute
delivery promise from its
branding and others are
expected to follow suit in
the coming days.

“They told the Minister

that it [10-minute delivery]
is being made possible
through warehouses at va-
rious locations and not by
putting pressure on work-
ers. However, Minister
urged them to to stop this
branding practice consi-
dering the health and wel-
fare of delivery workers
and the companies
agreed,” the o�cial said.

Delivery platforms to
stop 10-minute service
after Ministry’s appeal

Gig workers had cited health

issues, accidents to discontinue

10-minute delivery. FILE PHOTO

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday delivered a split
verdict on the legality of a
provision in an anti-cor-
ruption law which man-
dates prior sanction before
prosecuting public
servants.

Justice B.V. Nagarathna
concluded that Section 17A
of the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act, 1988, was
plainly unconstitutional,
while Justice K.V. Viswa-
nathan, the puisne judge
on the Division Bench, said
that sanction must be de-
cided by an independent
authority such as the Lok
Pal or the Lok Ayukta. 

Policy paralysis
Justice Viswanathan said
the mere possibility of
abuse of an otherwise valid
provision cannot be a

ground for declaring it un-
constitutional. He com-
pared striking down Sec-
tion 17A to “throwing the
baby out with the
bathwater”.

“If honest public ser-
vants are not given a basic
assurance that decisions
taken by them will not be
subjected to frivolous com-
plaints, it is the nation that
will su�er. Public servants
will resort to a play-it-safe
syndrome, and that will re-
sult in policy paralysis. The
panacea of striking down
will turn out to be worse
than the disease,” Justice
Viswanathan wrote in his
opinion.

He directed that an in-
dependent inquiry of the
facts of a corruption com-
plaint would be ideal be-
fore a grant of sanction.

SC di�ers on sanction
to try public servants

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI
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NEARBY
�

U.S. President Donald
Trump on Tuesday dou-
bled down on his threat of
intervention in protest-hit
Iran, telling anti-govern-
ment protesters to “take
over institutions” and that
“help is on its way”.

Mr. Trump also said that
any country that does busi-
ness with Iran will face a ta-
ri� rate of 25% on any
trade with the U.S., amid
the biggest anti-govern-
ment protests Iran has
seen in years. “This Order
is �nal and conclusive,” Mr.
Trump said in a social me-
dia post without providing
any further detail.

Trump tells
Iran protesters
to ‘take over
institutions’

Stanly Johny
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Festive ready

Rooster fight arenas looking all set ahead of the Sankranti festivities at Uppuluru, on Tuesday. K.V.S. GIRI

T
he abolition of Ad-
ditional Retail Ex-
cise Tax (ARET) be-

ing levied on bars in
Andhra Pradesh has come
as a major relief to the
owners. A G.O. (Ms. No. 24)
signed by Principal Secre-
tary, Prohibition and Ex-
cise Department, Mukesh
Kumar Meena was issued
to this e�ect on Tuesday,
removing the Special Addi-
tional Retail Excise Tax
that had been in force
since November 2019. 

Henceforth, there will
be no price di�erence bet-
ween retail liquor shops
and bars for the same liqu-
or. 

It has been decided to is-
sue a new noti�cation as

per excise laws and to
make necessary amend-
ments to the 2025 bar li-
cense rules. The Director
of Excise, Commissioner of
Distilleries and APSBCL of-
�cials will be responsible
for implementing these
changes. These orders
come into e�ect from Janu-
ary 13. 

Happy owners
Bar owners are happy that
unlike in the past when li-
quor was supplied to bars
at higher prices compared
to retail shops, they would
not face di�culties in busi-
ness now, as the move will
reduce costs. 

Members of the Andhra
Pradesh Star Hotels Asso-
ciation (ASHA) welcomed
the government’s decision
and called it progressive

and industry-friendly. 
Association president R.

V. Swamy expressed grati-
tude to Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu, say-
ing that the move would
help them create a com-
petitive tourism and hospi-
tality environment in the
State. 

Referring to the key
highlights of the G.O., Mr.
Swamy said it would help
boost tourism and hospi-
tality through microbrew-
eries. “The decision to per-
mit microbreweries not
only within municipal cor-
porations but also within 5-
km radius, in designated
tourism centres and in 3-
Star and above hotels irres-
pective of location, is a
landmark reform,” he said. 

Mr. Swamy said it would
attract premium hospitali-

ty investments, promote
beer tourism and expe-
riential dining, create new
employment opportunities
and position Andhra Pra-
desh as a preferred desti-
nation for global and dom-
estic tourists. 

He said the govern-
ment’s decision to remove
the ARET levied exclusive-
ly on bars and restore price
parity between bars and
retail shops corrects a
long-standing anomaly and
ensures uniformity in taxa-
tion, transparent pricing
and a level playing �eld for
hospitality businesses. 

He said the decision was
bound to enhance tourism
in�ow, hotel occupancy,
investor con�dence, em-
ployment generation and
Andhra Pradesh’s image as
a hospitality-friendly State.

Abolition of Additional Retail
Excise Tax on bars welcomed
There will be no price di�erence between retail liquor shops and bars for the same liquor going

forward; the move will help create a competitive tourism and hospitality environment, says ASHA

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Minister for Transport M.
Ramprasad Reddy on
Tuesday ( January 13) is-
sued a stern warning to
private bus operators
against �eecing the passen-
gers by collecting excess
fares from them during the
Sankranthi festival season.

In a statement, the Mi-
nister said if a private bus
operator was found to be
increasing bus fares in vio-
lation of the rule book, his
vehicle would be seized.
He said despite the festival
rush, the government had
decided to continue the
free bus travel facility for
women during the festival
season. No additional bus
fares would be charged by
the AP State Road Tran-
sport Corporation
(APSRTC), he said, adding

that it was a festival gift
from the government to
the people of the State. 

The Minister said the
authorities concerned had
taken adequate measures
to ensure smooth travel for
passengers going to their
native place during the fes-
tival season and extended
them warm Sankranti
wishes. 

Cargo services
The APSRTC, meanwhile,
has launched Cargo Pro-
motion Month, from De-
cember 20 to January 19,
2026, to promote its cargo
services. 

To provide a boost to
the ongoing drive, Vice-
Chairman and Managing
Director of APSRTC Ch.
Dwaraka Tirumala Rao vi-
sited the RTC cargo o�ce
located in the arrival block
of the Pandit Nehru Bus

Station (PNBS), Vijayawada
on Monday and dispatched
the book “Don’t Lose you
Mind, Lose your Weight”
authored by Rujuta Diwa-
kar, to all the district o�c-
ers and Executive Direc-
tors of the APSRTC zones
through the delivery ser-
vice, paying from his own
pocket ₹ 20,000 towards
the cost of the books and
the cargo services. 

Mr. Tirumala Rao urged
the APSRTC employees to
actively contribute to the
success of the Cargo Pro-
motion Month by creating
awareness and encourag-
ing increased use of the
RTC cargo door-delivery
bookings.

The programme was at-
tended by APSRTC Execu-
tive Director (Engineering)
G.V. Ravi Varma, cargo
wing o�cials and other of-
�cials.

Private bus operators warned
against �eecing passengers

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Passengers rushing to get inside a bus at Pandit Nehru Bus Station in Vijayawada on Tuesday. K.V.S. GIRI

The Andhra Pradesh State
Council of Higher Educa-
tion (APSCHE) appointed
Convenors for conducting
the Common Entrance
Tests (CETs) for the aca-
demic year 2026-27.

In a statement issued on
Tuesday, the Council se-
cretary B. Tirupati Rao said
Professor of Mechanical
Engineering from JNTU-
Anantapur B. Durga Pra-
sad will be the Convenor of
APECET (Lateral entry to
Diploma holders in Engi-
neering), Professor of
Computer Science and Sys-
tems Engineering, Andhra
University, M. Shashi will
be the Convenor of APICET
(MBA and MCA), and Pro-
fessor of Electrical and
Electronics Engineering,
Andhra University, P. Malli-
karjuna Rao will be the
Convenor of APPGECET
(M. Tech and M. Pharm). 

Professor of Law, Sri
Padmavati Mahila Viswa
Vidyalayam, T. Sita Kuma-
ri, will be Convenor of
APLAWCET (LLB and
LLM), Professor of Educa-
tion from Dravidian Un-
iversity, D. Srinivas Kumar,
will be the Convenor of
APEDCET (B.Ed), Profes-
sor of Organic Chemistry
from Sri Venkateswara Un-
iversity, V. Padmavathi,
will be the Convenor for
APPGCET (MA, M. Sc, M.
Com), Professor of Me-
chanical Engineering from
JNTU-Kakinada, N. Mohan
Rao, will be Convenor of
APEAPCET (Engineering)
and (Agri and Pharma). 

Convenors 
for CETs
appointed

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

A court in Vijayawada on
Tuesday approved the pe-
tition �led by Andhra Pra-
desh Crime Investigation
Department (A.P.-CID) to
close the A.P. State Skill De-
velopment Corporation
(APSSDC) case against
Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu and other
accused.

Mr. Naidu was the Lead-
er of Opposition when he
was arrested by the CID on
September 9, 2023, for his
alleged role in the misap-
propriation of funds of
APSSDC and the CID had
then put the loss to the ex-
chequer at ₹371 crore.

The case was registered
during the previous YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP) re-

gime and Mr. Naidu was
named Accused Number
37 in the case. Mr. Naidu
was lodged at the Rajama-
hendravaram Central pri-
son for nearly 50 days be-
fore being granted bail by
the court.

In the 2024 elections,
Mr. Naidu-led NDA govern-
ment backed by BJP and Ja-
na Sena Party ( JSP) came
to power and the CID later
�led a petition seeking clo-
sure of the case. The CID,
in its petition, described
the registration of case as a
‘mistake of fact’.

In its orders issued on
January 12, the ACB court
in Vijayawada accepted the
submission of the CID. The
orders of the court read,
“In the result, the �nal re-
port �led by the CID in Cr
No 29/2021 is ACCEPTED.

The proceedings are
closed as ‘MISTAKE OF
FACT’ against all the ac-
cused.” 

Taking strong exception
to the development,
YSRCP PAC member and
former Minister Sake Saila-
janath strongly con-
demned the closure of the
case against Mr. Naidu,
calling it unconstitutional,
dangerous, and a direct as-
sault on democratic institu-

tions. 
Speaking to the media

in Anantapur, he claimed
Mr. Naidu was using power
to systematically erase the
criminal cases registered
against him. 

Mr. Sailajanath alleged
that in the Skill Develop-
ment Scam, ₹371 crore of
public money was diverted
through shell companies
and Central agencies in-
cluding the Enforcement
Directorate had �led cases,
arrested accused, and
seized assets. 

He appealed to the Go-
vernor and the High Court
to intervene immediately
to protect institutions and
the rule of law, and made it
clear that YSRCP would
continue its legal �ght
against the closure of these
cases.

Court allows closure of APSSDC case against CM

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Mr. Naidu was the
Leader of Opposition
when he was
arrested by the 
CID on September 9,
2023, for his alleged
role in the
misappropriation of
funds of APSSDC

Minister for Municipal Ad-
ministration and Urban
Development Narayana on
Tuesday ( January 13) laid
the foundation stone for
road construction works at
Karlapudi village in Amara-
vati mandal. He participat-
ed in the programme along
with local MLA Bhashyam
Praveen.

The foundation was laid
for the construction of a
2.9-kilometre road con-
necting Karlapudi and
Anantavaram. The Minis-
ter directed the contract-
ing agency to complete the
road works within a week,
stressing the need for spee-
dy execution to address
long-pending local
demands.

The road project gained
urgency after farmers,
whom the Minister met
during the launch of Land
Pooling Scheme (LPS) 2.0 a
day earlier, requested im-
mediate construction of
the road. Responding to
their request, Mr.Narayana

said that he ordered prepa-
ration of estimates and en-
trusted the works to a con-
tract agency without delay.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister said land
pooling is underway for
several projects in Amara-
vati. On the very �rst day,
farmers from three villages
in Amaravati mandal con-
tributed around 1,000
acres, completing nearly
25% of land pooling in
those villages. He congrat-
ulated the farmers for vo-
luntarily giving their land
and appreciated the MLA
for actively persuading
them.

Mr. Narayana said key
projects such as the Inner
Ring Road and the Interna-
tional Sports City are es-
sential for Amaravati’s de-
velopment. The MLA
stated that 80% land pool-
ing would be completed
within a month, after
which the master plan de-
sign would be �nalised and
tenders called. He assured
that internal roads in plots
allotted to farmers would
be completed on priority.

MA&UD Minister P. Narayana inaugurating road laying works at

Karlapudi village in Palnadu district on Tuesday.

The Hindu Bureau
AMARAVATI

MA&UD Minister lays 
foundation for road
works at Karlapudi 

The Sri Durga Malleswara
Swamy Varla Devasthanam
atop Indrakeeladri an-
nounced grand celebra-
tions to mark Makara Sank-
ranti this year.

As part of the celebra-
tions, traditional Bhogi
bon�res will be lit in a cere-
monial manner on January
14 (Wednesday) at 5 a.m.
near Sri Mahaganapati
Swamy temple on Indra-
keeladri.The ritual symbol-
ises the traditional obser-
vance of Bhogi during the
harvest season.

A special attraction of
the festivities will be the
age-old Telugu custom of
‘Bommala Koluvu’ (tradi-

tional doll display). The
‘Bommala Koluvu’ will be
organised from January 14
to January 16 on the se-
venth �oor of Maha Man-
dapam, located opposite
the Rajagopuram. 

Devotees will be able to
visit and view artistic doll

arrangements depicting
various forms of the God-
dess and traditional
themes. Additionally, cul-
tural and Vedic pro-
grammes including Gangi-
reddula performances,
Haridasu devotional sing-
ing, and other folk art

forms will be held in the
temple premises from Ja-
nuary 14 to 16. 

Meanwhile, temple Ex-
ecutive O�cer (EO) V.K.
Seena Naik urged the devo-
tees to participate in the
Sankranti celebrations.
The newly-constructed
Goshala shed at Veda Path-
ashala in Poranki village,
under the temple adminis-
tration, will be inaugurated
on January 14 at 11:45 a.m.,
he said.

The EO also said that the
Devasthanam Board Chair-
man Borra Radhakrishna
(Gandhi), Trust Board
members and special invi-
tee Brahmam conducted a
comprehensive review of
the ‘Annadanam’ (free
food) programme.

Indrakeeladri to host Sankranti festivities
with ‘Bommala Koluvu’, cultural events
The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Kanaka Durga temple EO V.K. Seena Naik, Trust Board Chairman

Borra Radhakrishna and others having Annaprasadam, on Tuesday.

INBRIEF
�

Swachh Andhra Corporation Chairman
Kommareddy Pattabhiram accused the YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP) and the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) of conspiring to create discord
between the two Telugu-speaking States for
‘narrow political gains. Addressing the media at
the TDP central o�ce at Mangalagiri on Tuesday,
Mr. Pattabhiram said that Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu had always stood for
cooperation and mutual development of Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana. “Mr. Naidu has been
consistently maintaining that Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana are like two eyes to him,” he said.
Recalling that former Telangana Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao had once remarked in the
Assembly about reducing the Polavaram project
height by a metre, he alleged that then A.P. Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy had not only
failed to oppose it but had praised KCR instead.
Mr. Pattabhiram accused the two parties of
acting in tandem, citing reciprocal displays of
political bonhomie, including banners and public
statements.

‘YSRCP, BRS trying to create
discord between A.P. and TG’

Eluru police conducted sports and rangoli
competitions in villages across the district as part
of Sankranti celebrations on Tuesday. The police,
in association with Yuvasakthi organisation,
conducted rangoli competitions for women at
Kolleru and Gudivakalanka villages.
Jangareddygudem Additional Superintendent of
Police (ASP) Susmitha. R. inaugurated the rangoli
competitions at Rajiv Nagar. Police organised
volley ball competitions for youth at Lingapalem
village and Polasanapalli village in Bhimadole
mandal, said Eluru district Superintendent of
Police (SP) K. Pratap Shiva Kishore. Meawnhile,
fun games, ethnic food festivals, running
competitions, ‘gangireddula’ feats were
conducted at many places in Krishna and NTR
Districts on Tuesday. 

Police organise sports, rangoli
contests ahead of Sankranti
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Timings

VIJAYAWADA

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 14

RISE 06:39 SET 17:54

RISE 02:48 SET 14:04

THURSDAY, JAN. 15

RISE 06:39 SET 17:55

RISE 03:41 SET 14:52

FRIDAY, JAN. 16

RISE 06:39 SET 17:55

RISE 04:34 SET 15:43

T
o clear the extra
rush of passengers
during Sankranti

festival, South Central Rail-
way (SCR) is operating spe-
cial trains from various
destinations.

Train no. 07480 Cherla-
palli-Kakinada Town will
depart from Cherlapalli at
10 a.m. on January 19 and
reach Kakinada Town at
9.30 p.m. on the same day.
Train no. 07481 Kakinada
Town-Cherlapalli will de-
part at 11.15 p.m. on Janu-
ary 19 and reach the desti-
nation at 11.45 a.m. on the
next day. 

The special trains will
stop at Nalgonda, Miryal-
guda, Piduguralla, Sattena-
palle, Guntur, Vijayawada,
Kakaluru, Akividu, Bhi-
mavaram Town, Tanuku,
Rajahmundry and Samal-
kot stations in both the di-
rections. 

Train no. 07482 Cherla-
palli-Tirupati will depart
from Cherlapalli at 4 a.m.
on January 18 and reach Ti-
rupati at 7 p.m. on the
same day. Train no. 07483
Tirupati-Cherlapalli will
leave Tirupati at 12.50 p.m.
on January 18 and reach
the destination at 11.45
a.m. on the next day. 

The special trains will
halt at Jangoan, Kazipet,
Warangal, Kesamudram,
Mahabubabad, Dornakal,
Khammam, Madhira, Vi-

jayawada, Tenali, Chirala,
Ongole, Nellore, Gudur,
Venkatagiri, Srikalahasti
and Renigunta stations in
both the directions.

The special trains will
consist of �rst AC, second
AC, AC II Tier, AC III Tier,
sleeper class and general
second class coaches, said
SCR Vijayawada Division
public relations o�cer
Nusrat M. Mandrupkar.

Train no. 07479 Anaka-
palli-Cherlapalli will de-
part Anakapalli at 10.30
p.m. on January 18 and
reach Cherlapalli at 11.30
a.m. on the next day. Train

no. 07477 Cherlapalli-Ana-
kapalli will depart at 12.40
a.m. on January 19 and
reach the destination at 9
p.m. on the same day.
Train no. 07478 Anakapal-
li-Cherlapalli will depart at
10.30 p.m. on January 19
and reach Cherlapalli at
11.30 a.m. on the next day. 

Special trains 07477 and
07478 will stop at Nalgon-
da, Miryalguda, Pidugural-
la, Sattenapalle, Guntur,
Vijayawada, Gudivada, Kai-
kalur, Akividu, Bhimava-
ram Town, Tanuku, Nida-
davolu, Rajahmundry,
Samalkot, Annavaram, Tu-

ni and Elamanchili sta-
tions, and consists of AC 2
tier, AC 3 tier, sleeper and
general coaches. 

Janasadharan trains
SCR is also operating Jana-
sadharan unreserved spe-
cial trains between Vijaya-
wada and Visakhapatnam.

Train no. 08567 Visak-
hapatnam-Vijayawada will
be operated on January 14,
16, 17 and 18. Train no.
08568 Vijayawada-Visak-
hapatnam will run on Janu-
ary 14, 16, 17 and 18. The Ja-
nasadharan special trains
will halt at Duvvada, Ana-

kapalli, Elamamchili, Tuni,
Annavaram, Samalkot, Ra-
jahmundry, Nidadavolu,
Tadepalligudem, Eluru,
Gannavaram and Vijayawa-
da stations in both the
directions.

Similarly, Train no.
07475 Hyderabad-Vijaya-
wada will leave Hyderabad
on January 18 and 19 at 6.10
a.m. and reach the destina-
tion at 1.40 p.m. on the
same day. Train no. 07476
Vijayawada-Hyderabad
will depart at 2.40 p.m. on
January 17 and 19 and
reach the destination at
10.35 p.m. on the same
day.

These special trains will
halt at Secunderabad,
Cherlapalli, Bhongir, Jan-
goan, Ghanpur, Kazipet,
Warangal, Nekonda, Kesa-
mudram, Mahabubabad,
Dornakal, Khammam and
Madhira stations in both
the directions, said SCR
Chief Public Relations Of-
�cer A. Sridhar.

Meanwhile, SCR Gener-
al Manager Sanjay Kumar
Srivastava, who reviewed
the handling of Sankranti
festival rush, directed the
o�cers to focus on crowd
management at railway
stations and onboarding of
trains. 

Mr. Srivastava instruct-
ed the �eld supervisors to
be vigilant at the booking
counters and deploy Rail-
way Protection Force for
the safety of passengers at
the stations.

SCR to run special trains to
clear extra rush for Sankranti

Passengers getting ready to board a train as they head home for the Sankranti festival, at Vijayawada

Railway Station. FILE PHOTO

O�cers told to focus on crowd management at railway stations and onboarding of trains, �eld supervisors asked to be

vigilant at the booking counters and deploy Railway Protection Force for the safety of passengers at the stations
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.
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In a swift operation, Kothapet police in Guntur
district recovered a bag containing gold jewellery
worth nearly ₹5 lakh and returned it to a woman
passenger within three hours of receiving a
complaint. According to police in a statement
here on Tuesday, the incident occurred on
January 12 when a woman, travelling with her
small children, boarded an autorickshaw and
alighted near Gandhi Park but inadvertently left
behind a bag containing gold ornaments in the
auto. After scrutinising several vehicles, the
police identi�ed the auto using tra�c police
registration details and traced the driver. 

Kothapet police recover gold
jewellery worth ₹5 Lakh

The APSWREIS invited ap-
plications from eligible
boys and girls for admis-
sions into Class V and Ju-
nior Intermediate and ex-
isting vacancies in Class VI
to X in Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Gurukulams. Aspiring stu-
dents and parents can visit
the website https://apgp-
cet.apcfss.in for details.

Ambedkar
Gurukulams
open for
admissions 
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The A.P. Branch of the Indian Red Cross Society
(IRCS) has signed an MoU with Bengaluru-based
NGO, Sankalp India Foundation, on Tuesday to
strengthen healthcare services for children
su�ering from Thalassemia and sickle cell
disease. The MoU was signed between
foundation president Rajath Agarwal and A.P.
Red Cross general secretary A.K. Parida, in the
presence of A.P. Red Cross chairman Y.D.
Rama Rao. The MoU aims to establish a network
of Thalassemia and sickle cell daycare centres in
the State. The initiative focuses on improving
hemoglobinopathy care, enhancing early
detection and prevention, and supporting
long-term treatment and cure e�orts, particularly
for children from economically weaker sections. 

A.P. Red Cross signs MoU to
strengthen Thalassemia care 

C
hief Minister Nara
Chandrababu Nai-
du had a busy sche-

dule at his ancestral village
of Naravaripalle near Tiru-
pati on Tuesday.

Though the Nara family
came to their native village
to celebrate Sankranti,
Tuesday, however, saw the
Chief Minister taking part
in a slew of inaugurations
of new projects and
facilities.

Mr. Naidu took part in
the Sankranti festivities
too, along with his wife Na-
ra Bhuvaneswari, his son
and HRD Minister Nara Lo-
kesh and daughter-in-law
Nara Brahmani among
others.

After declaring the food
basket programme open,
Mr. Naidu launched millet
ti�ns and inspected the
stalls selling snacks made
of cereals grown through
natural farming methods.

The family members in-
teracted with the villagers
and conveyed Sankranti
greetings to the general pu-
blic. They watched the
‘Rangolis’ painted all over
the village and appreciated
the womenfolk.

Mr. Naidu’s grandson
and Mr. Lokesh’s son Nara
Devansh joined the chil-
dren from the neighbour-
hood and participated in
the sports and games
events, including sack
race, lemon and spoon,
musical chairs. 

Later, the Chief Minister
distributed prizes to the
winners of the competi-
tions organised as part of
the Sankranti celebrations.

Mr. Naidu participated
in the ground-breaking ce-
remony of a ₹126.06 crore
project that envisages
bringing water from the
Handri-Neeva branch ca-

nal to Kalyani dam and �ll-
ing of Mulapalle, Kantima-
dugu, Venkatrayuni
Cheruvu and Nagapatla
tanks. 

Mr. Naidu also inaugu-
rated a road laid at a cost of
₹77 lakh, connecting Sesh-
achala Lingeswara Swamy
temple with A. Rangampe-
ta-Bhimavaram main road.

The Chief Minister also
inaugurated a skill deve-
lopment centre built at a
cost of ₹1.4 crore, a 33/11 kv
semi-indoor substation
worth ₹4.27 crore, the
Community Health Centre
at Naravaripalle, which has
been upgraded from 30

beds to 50 beds, amenities
complex built for patient
attendants at SVR Ruia Go-
vernment General Hospital
at a cost of ₹45 lakh. He an-
nounced to extend the San-
jeevani project, a public
health initiative, to Chit-
toor district.

MLAs Pulivarthi Nani
(Chandragiri), Arani Srini-
vasulu (Tirupati), Kalikiri
Muralimohan (Puthalapat-
tu), TUDA Chairman C. Di-
vakar Reddy, and Collector
S. Venkateswar were
among those present dur-
ing the programmes. Mr.
Naidu extended ‘Bhogi’
greetings to the public. 

Naidu inaugurates slew
of projects as Sankranti
fest begins in hometown

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu, his wife N. Bhuvaneswari, son and HRD Minister N. Lokesh and

daughter-in-law N. Brahmani during the Sankranti celebrations at Naravaripalle on Tuesday. 

CM participates in ground-breaking ceremony of ₹126.06-crore water project, inaugurates 

road laid with ₹77 lakh and a skill development centre constructed at a cost of ₹1.4 crore

The Hindu Bureau

TIRUPATI

Andhra Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC)
president Y.S. Sharmila on Tuesday criticised the
coalition government in Andhra Pradesh for what
she called a ‘failure’ to implement the Maha
Shakti (Aadabidda Nidhi) scheme even after
nearly two years in power. In a message posted
on social media platform ‘X’, Ms. Sharmila
alleged a complete lack of sincerity on the part of
the government towards women’s
empowerment. She accused it of delaying the
scheme by giving vague assurances tied to
festivals such as Deepavali and Sankranti.
“Aadabidda Nidhi is among the important ‘Super
Six’ guarantees, aimed at providing ₹18,000 per
year to women aged 18 to 59,” she said, adding
that assurances of boosting income levels of
women had not translated into action. 

Sharmila slams govt. for 
delay in Maha Shakti scheme

INBRIEF
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S
ince the �rst days of
January unfolded,
Kolleru Wildlife

Sanctuary has
transformed into a living
and breathing tapestry of
wings, calls, and silent
glides. 

As the winter sun rose
gently over the vast
wetland, revealing a
sanctuary alive with
movement, the seasonal
reunion of resident birds
and long-distance
travellers who had crossed
continents to �nd refuge
in its waters became more
vivid.

As dawn broke over the
lake, small �ocks of Ashy
Prinia (Prinia socialis)
darted through reed beds,
their quiet presence
contrasting sharply with
the overwhelming
dominance of the
wetlands’ signature

species, the Asian Openbill
(Anastomus oscitans). 

With a recorded
population of 1,004 birds,
the openbills formed
dense feeding
congregations, turning
mud�ats into scenes of
relentless activity.

Ducks dominated open
water expanses. Mixed
�ocks of Northern Pintail
(Anas acuta), Gadwall

(Mareca strepera),
Spot-billed Duck (Anas
poecilorhyncha), and other
Anatidae species
collectively ran into
several thousands, rising
in synchronised waves
whenever disturbed, a
living demonstration of
wetland harmony.

The wetland’s
ecological depth is
re�ected not only in

abundance but also in
rarity. Just three birds of
Baillon’s Crake (Zapornia
pusilla) were sighted,  a
reminder that Kolleru also
shelters species that thrive
away from attention. 

Nearby, Black Ibis
(Pseudibis papillosa)
moved deliberately
through shallow waters,
while elegant Glossy Ibis
(Plegadis falcinellus) added
iridescence to the winter
palette. 

Kolleru came alive with
Yellow Wagtail (Motacilla
�ava), counted at an
impressive 699, their
constant motion mirroring
the dynamic pulse of the
sanctuary. Ground-level
drama unfolded as
Yellow-wattled Lapwings
(Vanellus malabaricus)
defended territories with
sharp alarm calls.

Migratory shorebirds
made their seasonal claim
on the lake’s fringes.
Bar-tailed Godwits (Limosa

lapponica) probed the
mud with tireless
precision, accompanied
by Wood Sandpipers
(Tringa glareola) and
Common Sandpipers
(Actitis hypoleucos),
reinforcing Kolleru’s role
along the Central Asian
Flyway.

Divisional Forest O�cer
(Territorial) B. Vijaya
Suneetha told The Hindu
that Kolleru Wildlife
Sanctuary recorded a total
of 96,195 birds belonging
to 116 species during the
�rst week of January,
rea�rming its status as
one of South India’s most
important wintering
grounds. 

The migratory birds will
continue to �ock at the
sanctuary till Maha
Sivaratri festival. As the
temperatures will start
rising thereafter, the
migratory birds would �y
back to their native places,
she said.

Kolleru comes alive as winged wonders descend 

G.V.R. Subba Rao

KOLLERU (ELURU DISTRICT)

Migratory birds flock to Kolleru Wildlife Sanctuary in Eluru district

this winter season. K.V.S. GIRI 

The wildlife sanctuary recorded a total of 96,195 birds belonging to 116 species during the �rst week of January, 

rea�rming its status of the wetland as one of most important wintering grounds in South India, says DFO 

He described the incident as a “deeply tragic
event” and directed authorities to provide com-
prehensive assistance to all the a�ected families.

Minister for Home V. Anita and other o�cials
briefed the Chief Minister on the relief work under
way. Each a�ected family would receive imme-
diate �nancial aid of ₹25,000 starting Tuesday,
they said.

Mr. Naidu directed that new houses be sanc-
tioned for every family that lost its home and that
until the construction is completed, the victims
should be provided with temporary accommoda-
tion, food, and all necessary support. Special
camps should be held to provide them important
documents like Aadhaar cards, destroyed in the
�re. District-level o�cials and Ministers must
closely monitor the relief operations to ensure
timely assistance, the Chief Minister said.

Former Chief Minister and YSR Congress Party
president Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy termed the in-
cident “extremely distressing” and urged the go-
vernment to provide immediate shelter and food
for the victims. He demanded an ex-gratia pay-
ment of ₹1 lakh to each a�ected family and sanc-
tion of new houses. Until permanent homes are
constructed, the victims should receive all neces-
sary assistance, including temporary housing, he
said.

Kakinada MP (Rajya Sabha) Sana Sateesh and
Prathipadu MLA Varupula Satyaprabha visited the
village, which shares border with Anakapalli
district.

38 houses of Konda
Reddi tribe gutted

From Page One

The Union government re-
leased the �fth and �nal in-
stalment of ₹567.4 crore to
Andhra Pradesh for the
current �nancial year, Mi-
nister for Health, Medical
Education and Family Wel-
fare Satya Kumar Yadav
has said.

According to an o�cial
release on Tuesday, the
funds are part of the
₹2,600-crore grant allocat-
ed by the 15th Finance
Commission for the deve-
lopment of the healthcare
sector in the State. 

Out of ₹567.40 crore,
₹233.45 crore has been al-
located for the construc-
tion of Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs, Primary Health
Centres and Community
Health Centres. An
amount of ₹218.11 crore is
set aside for strengthening
diagnostic infrastructure at
PHCs and ₹55.89 crore has
been allocated for esta-
blishing Health and Well-
ness Centres in rural areas
and ₹52.71 crore for provid-
ing the same services in ur-
ban areas.

During a meeting, the
Minister reviewed funds al-
located to Health Depart-
ment for this �scal year
and the expenditure in-
curred during the �rst
three quarters from April
to December, 2025. 

The o�cials informed
the Minister that until
Monday, excluding the lat-

est instalment that came
later in the evening, ₹2,033
crore was released under
the 15th Finance Commis-
sion, of which ₹1,896 crore
had been expended. 

Of the total funds re-
leased, ₹1,108 crore (43%)
was received during the 19-
month tenure of the NDA
government, while only
57% was received during
the previous government’s
tenure, according to the re-
lease. 

Of the total expenditure
of ₹1,896 crore so far, ₹902
crore (48%) was made dur-
ing the NDA government’s
tenure.

The Minister noted that
the department identi�ed
the lapses that resulted in a
delay in securing the total
amount of funds allocated
to the State under the 15th
Finance Commission. 

The remaining funds
were released on Monday
after the Union govern-
ment was satis�ed with the
proper utilisation of funds
by the NDA government,
the Minister said. 

Union govt. releases 
₹567.4 crore to A.P.
for healthcare sector 

The funds are part of ₹2,600 cr.

allocated by 15th Finance

Commission, says Health

Minister Satya Kumar Yadav. 
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The Tirumala Tirupati De-
vasthanams (TTD) has in-
troduced a QR code–based,
state-of-the-art footwear
management system, pro-
mising lasting relief to one
of the most persistent in-
conveniences faced by pil-
grims. 

TTD Additional Execu-
tive O�cer Ch. Venkaiah
Chowdary on Tuesday in-
augurated the newly in-
stalled QR-enabled foot-
wear counter at the
Tarigonda Vengamamba
Anna Prasadam Complex. 

Addressing the media,
Mr. Chowdary said the in-
itiative o�ers a permanent
solution to the chaotic han-
dling of footwear at the hill
shrine. 

Modelled on airport-
style luggage counters, the
system was �rst intro-
duced as a pilot project at
Vaikuntham Queue Com-
plex-2. Its success prompt-
ed the TTD to expand the

facility, with eight such
counters now operational
in Tirumala.

Devotees depositing
their footwear receive a
QR-coded slip containing
comprehensive details
such as the number of
pairs, size, rack number,
box number and exact
storage location. Scanning
the slip instantly displays
the precise location, ena-
bling sta� to retrieve the
footwear swiftly and
accurately.

The impact has been
transformative, with near-

ly 99% of devotees now re-
claiming their footwear, in
sharp contrast to earlier
times when unorganised
heaps led to 70% to 80%
being abandoned. 

The project is being im-
plemented by Coromandel
International Limited as
part of its CSR initiative.
Mr. Chowdary urged devo-
tees to use the designated
counters.

Coromandel Interna-
tional Limited senior vice-
president K. Satyanaraya-
na and TTD o�cials were
present. 

QR-based footwear management
system introduced at Tirumala 

G.P. Shukla

TIRUMALA 

TTD Additional EO Ch Venkaiah Chowdary inspecting a newly

introduced footwear management facility at Tirumala on Tuesday. 

Chief Secretary K. Vijaya-
nand has emphasised that
energy e�ciency and con-
servation must be the core
priority of governance,
highlighting their role in
reducing power demand,
cutting public expendi-
ture, and advancing the
State’s sustainability goals.

Mr. Vijayanand chaired
the 15th Executive Commit-
tee and 4th State Level
Steering Committee meet-
ing of the Andhra Pradesh
State Energy Conservation
Mission (APSECM) virtual-
ly from the Secretariat on
Tuesday.

The meeting was attend-
ed by senior o�cials from
APGENCO, APTRANSCO,
APEPDCL, APCPDCL,
NREDCAP, Transport, Ur-
ban and Rural Develop-
ment, Industries, Techni-

cal Education
departments, and other al-
lied agencies.

During the meeting, the
o�cials reviewed ongoing
initiatives including De-
mand Side Management
programmes, Energy Con-
servation Building Code
(ECBC), Perform Achieve
and Trade (PAT) Scheme,
Standards & Labelling ac-
tivities, and market surveil-
lance. 

Referring to the Super
ECBC building in Sagar Na-
gar of Visakhapatnam, the
Chief Secretary noted that
such projects serve as mo-
dels for energy-e�cient
construction and called for
stronger ECBC enforce-

ment across Urban Local
Bodies (ULBs). Highlight-
ing public awareness, Mr.
Vijayanand directed the
APSECM to expand Energy
Clubs in schools and edu-
cational institutions and
recommended the esta-
blishment of Energy Con-
servation Cells in all go-
vernment departments
and autonomous bodies. 

He emphasised the im-
portance of strengthening
energy auditing for indus-
tries, MSMEs, and munici-
palities, as well as imple-
menting e�ciency
measures in government
hospitals, water pumping
stations, and public
buildings.

State to scale up energy e�ciency 
measures in government departments
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Chief Secretary K. Vijayanand

emphasises the importance of

strengthening energy auditing

for industries. FILE PHOTO 

The YSRCP on Tuesday de-
manded that the govern-
ment release a White Pap-
er detailing the funds spent
on irrigation projects in
Rayalaseema region, alleg-
ing that claims of massive
expenditure were far from
facts. 

YSRCP spokesperson
S.V. Satish Kumar Reddy
questioned Water Resourc-
es Minister Nimmala Ra-
manaidu’s assertion that
₹8,000 crore had been
spent on Rayalaseema pro-
jects. He said the govern-
ment must come clean by

publishing a White Paper,
outlining project-wise ex-
penditure and physical
progress in the region.

Referring to the Rayala-
seema Lift Irrigation
Scheme (RLIS), he said the
project was designed to
supply water to the
drought-prone region by
drawing water from Srisai-
lam at a lower level. 

Mr. Satish Kumar Reddy
demanded that the govern-
ment take an all-party de-
legation to Rayalaseema
and showcase the develop-
ment works corresponding
to the claimed ₹8,000
crore expenditure by Janu-
ary 19. 

YSRCP seeks White
Paper on funds spent
on irrigation in Seema 
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.15 HRS)

Forecast for Wednesday: Cold wave to severe cold wave condi-

tions likely at isolated places over Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh and

Delhi. Dense fog likely at isolated places over Jammu & Kashmir,

Ladakh, Gilgit-Baltistan, Muza�arabad, Himachal Pradesh, 

Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Assam, Meghalaya and Odisha
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......27.8...... 13.0 Kozhikode ....................... —......33.0...... 24.3

Ahmedabad............. —......30.0...... 16.0 Kurnool ........................... —......33.0...... 21.4

Aizawl ...................... —......26.1...... 13.9 Lucknow.......................... —......21.7........ 5.6

Allahabad ................ —......23.0........ 6.4 Madurai .............................8......28.4...... 21.5

Bengaluru................ —......28.5...... 18.1 Mangaluru....................... —......32.6...... 24.4

Bhopal ..................... —......27.0...... 10.2 Mumbai ........................... —......32.3...... 20.0

Bhubaneswar .......... —......28.5...... 12.4 Mysuru............................. —......29.0...... 18.0

Chandigarh.............. —......15.2........ 2.8 New Delhi........................ —......21.6........ 3.0

Chennai ................... —......31.4...... 23.8 Patna............................... —......21.7...... 10.9

Coimbatore ............. —......27.0...... 20.2 Port Blair ......................... —......29.4...... 21.1

Dehradun................. —......19.8........ 6.5 Puducherry ....................0.6......29.4...... 22.9

Gangtok ................... —......18.2........ 8.1 Pune ................................ —......33.0...... 19.4

Goa........................... —......33.9...... 20.2 Raipur.............................. —......28.3...... 14.3

Guwahati ................. —......27.0...... 11.7 Ranchi ............................. —......21.4........ 7.0

Hubballi ................... —......29.0...... 17.0 Shillong ........................... —......18.4........ 7.4

Hyderabad............... —......30.3...... 20.6 Shimla ............................. —......17.0........ 5.0

Imphal ..................... —......24.3...... 11.5 Srinagar........................... —......13.2....... -4.9

Jaipur ...................... —......23.4...... 10.3 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......33.9...... 23.8

Kochi........................ —......31.4...... 25.6 Tiruchi ............................0.6......27.3...... 21.0

Kohima .................... —......16.8........ 6.0 Vijayawada...................... —......30.7...... 21.4

Kolkata .................... —......24.7...... 14.2 Visakhapatnam................ —......29.1...... 20.7

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Bhiwadi,

Rajasthan recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 384

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Shillong,

Meghalaya recorded a

healthy AQI score of 9

Ahmedabad ..... .83 ..98 .59 ...161 ...167 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ...5 ..19 .37 ...133 ...146 ......*

Chennai............ .22 ....5 .12 ...111 ....87 ......*

Delhi ................. .27 ..57 .82 ...436 ...408 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .10 ..43 108 .....64 ....70 ......*

Kolkata............. ...7 102 .56 ...151 ...128 ......*

Lucknow........... ...9 ..46 .90 ...186 ...317 ......*

Mumbai ............ ...7 ..77 .15 ...199 ...197 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..50 .77 ...220 ...177 ......*

Visakhapatnam ...8 ..66 .22 .....71 ...119 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

INBRIEF
�

With just hours to go for the Makaravilakku
festival at Sabarimala, the hill temple and its
surroundings are fully geared up to receive the
surge of pilgrims. According to K. Jayakumar,
Travancore Devaswom Board president, nearly
one lakh pilgrims are currently camping at the
Sannidhanam and nearby areas, even as
devotees continue to arrive via the Erumely
forest route. The police have been placed on high
alert to manage the heavy rush.

All set for Makaravilakku
festival at Sabarimala P

. Aisha Potty, a
three-term former
MLA and one of

CPI(M)’s well-recognised
woman leaders, o�cially
joined the Congress on
Tuesday, bringing the cur-
tains on a three-decade-
long association with the
Left party.

The defection has
sparked speculations
about a potential high-
stakes electoral battle in
Kottarakara, which Ms.
Potty represented till 2021,
in the upcoming Assembly
elections. Addressing the
presspersons after her in-
duction by senior Congress
leaders, the 67-year-old
leader o�ered a poised jus-

ti�cation for her exit. Ms.
Potty said she had dis-
tanced herself from CPI(M)
activities since March
2023, citing a profound
sense of neglect. 

“If you feel you are no
longer needed in a place, it
is time to say goodbye,” she
stated, adding that she

holds no malice towards
party workers or the ma-
jority of the leadership, but
there is no going back. 

Ms. Potty earned the tit-
le of ‘giant killer’ in 2006
when she unseated the
Kerala Congress leader R.
Balakrishna Pillai, ending
his dominance. 

CPI(M) veteran joins Cong.
ahead of elections in Kerala

Former MLA P. Aisha Potty joined the Congress on Tuesday citing a

profound sense of neglect by the CPI(M). SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Aisha Potty’s defection has sparked speculations about a potential high-stakes electoral battle

in Kottarakara, a constituency which she represented till 2021, in the Assembly elections 

The Hindu Bureau
KOLLAM

The BJP State unit has extended its support for
the move to o�cially change the name of the
State from ‘Kerala’ to ‘Keralam.’ In a recent
statement, BJP State president Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said the party would fully
support all the steps taken by the State
government to o�cially maintain and protect the
name and identity of ‘Keralam,’ which is closely
associated with the Malayalam language heritage
of the State.

BJP supports move to o�cially
rename Kerala as ‘Keralam’ 

The Judicial First Class Magistrate Court in
Thiruvalla on Tuesday granted the Crime Branch
three days’ police custody of Palakkad MLA
Rahul Mamkootathil, who is currently in judicial
remand following his arrest on rape charges on
Sunday. O�cials said the custody period was
from 12.45 p.m. on Tuesday to 5 p.m. on
Thursday. The police escorted Mr. Mamkootathil
to the court from the sub-jail at Mavelikara under
heavy police escort amid raucous street protests.

Rahul sent to police custody
for three days in rape case

The Congress appeared to
maintain an enigmatic po-
sition on Tuesday on
whether it had opened
talks with the Kerala Con-
gress (M), an LDF ally,
about a possible defection
to the UDF in the Assembly
election year in Kerala.
Leader of the Opposition
V.D. Satheesan said that
the “UDF is poised to ex-
pand its base stunningly”. 

Cong. keeps
cards close to
chest on talks
with KC(M)

The Hindu Bureau
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Seventy-three accused, in-
cluding individuals, social
media handles and news
channels, have been
booked by the Cyber
Crimes wing of the Cybera-
bad police on Monday for
online abuse, sexual ha-
rassment, criminal intimi-
dation and defamation of
Telugu �lm actor Anasuya
Bharadwaj.

In her complaint dated
January 12, the actor stated
that the sequence of events
began on December 22,
2025, when Telugu actor
Sivaji made derogatory re-
marks at a public event
about women’s clothing.
On December 23, pressper-
sons approached her for
her reaction where she ex-
pressed her view in favour
of individual freedom.

The situation escalated
the next day after actor Si-

vaji named her at a press
meet while discussing her
views. 

She alleged that several
media outlets and content
creators then ampli�ed the
issue by deliberately tar-
geting her.

She said the online
abuse later escalated into
direct threats against her
and her family. The com-
plaint includes 73 speci�c
URLs aired and numerous
social media handles ac-

cused of posting profani-
ties and sexually harassing
content.

The Telangana Police
have constituted a Special
Investigation Team to
probe cases relating to the
circulation and telecast of
defamatory, obscene and
sexually coloured content
against a serving woman
IAS o�cer, following com-
plaints of character assassi-
nation, violation of privacy
and online harassment.

Police book 73, including news channels, 
for online harassment of Telugu �lm actor 

Lavpreet Kaur
HYDERABAD

The High Court of Karnata-
ka on Wednesday sought
the State government’s res-
ponse on a PIL petition,
which has sought a direc-
tion to the Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) for regis-
tering separate First
Information Reports (FIRs)
based on claims by the pe-
titioner on the unnatural
death of 74 unknown per-
sons in Dharmasthala vil-
lage between 1990 and
2021.

A Division Bench com-
prising Chief Justice Vibhu
Bakhru and Justice C.M.
Poonacha passed the order
on the petition by the
mother of a 17-year-old,
who was raped and mur-
dered near Dharmasthala
in 2012. 

It has been stated in the
petition that the girl’s
mother on October 11,
2025, submitted a repre-
sentation to the SIT, which
was constituted by the
State government in July
2025 for probing the al-
leged complaints of mass
burials, indicating that no
proper procedure was fol-
lowed in at least 74 instanc-
es of unnatural death re-
ports registered in
Dharmasthala between
1990 and 2021. 

Fresh probe sought
In her representation to
the SIT, the petitioner had
claimed that bodies in
these 74 instances were bu-
ried within 24 hours of the
death indicating that no
procedure as per the Code
of Criminal Procedure
(Cr.P.C) and the Karnataka
(Investigation of Unnatural
Deaths and Conduct In-
quests), Rules, 2004, was
followed, and hence re-
quire a fresh investigation.

Respond to
petition on
Dharmasthala
deaths: HC
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Gold ornaments and other
articles found by a family
during excavation for a
house construction at Lak-
kundi village in Gadag dis-
trict, known for its ancient
architectural monuments,
are said to be well over 100
years old, according to in-
itial assessment.

Prajwal, the young boy
from the Ritti family which
is constructing the house,
who �rst noticed a contain-
er with about half-a-kilo-
gram of gold ornaments,
has been praised for his
honesty and the vice-presi-
dent of B.H. Patil Educa-

tion Society has an-
nounced that the
institution would support
the boy’s education.

The “treasure”, kept in
a copper container, was
found at a depth of �ve feet

when workers were exca-
vating for the foundation of
the house. The container
was found on Saturday and
Prajwal had alerted the lo-
cal authorities, who in turn
had alerted the district ad-

ministration and the Ar-
chaeological Department.
Soon after, the authorities
had barricaded the site
and had stopped the work.

Archaeologist Ramesh
Mulimani had said that dis-
covery was “unlikely to be
a treasure. Minister.K. Patil
also visited the site where
the “treasure” was found.

On Tuesday, Minister
for Law, Justice, Human
Rights, Parliamentary Af-
fairs, Legislation and Tou-
rism H.K. Patil visited the
site. He said that the family
would be extended all ne-
cessary help in building
the house and the family’s
request for a job would be
considered.

‘Century-old treasure’ found in Gadag
The Hindu Bureau
HUBBALLI

Gold ornaments and other articles that were found during

excavation at Lakkund in Gadag district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Accusing the BJP-led Union
government of “disman-
tling” the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act
(MNREGA) and replacing it
with a new framework that
alters the rights-based em-
ployment guarantee, Kar-
nataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah on Tuesday
said MGNREGA was re-
pealed out of “allergy” to
Mahatma Gandhi’s name.

“The Centre has
scrapped MGNREGA and
brought in a new law called
VB-G RAM G. Gandhiji’s
name itself causes them an
allergy,” he said, calling for
a sustained, people-led
mass movement from the
village to the State level un-
til the new Act is with-
drawn. Addressing a Con-
gress preparatory meeting
for the “MGNREGA Bachao

Sangram” campaign in
Bengaluru, Mr. Siddara-
maiah said the earlier law
enabled rural workers to
demand work and wages,
and noted that 12.16 crore
workers — including 6.21
crore women — had been
employed under MGNRE-
GA since its inception dur-
ing the UPA era. 

He alleged that the new
framework shifted �nan-
cial burdens to States and
diluted panchayat-level
planning.

“MNREGA was enacted
during Manmohan Singh’s
tenure to make the right to
work a basic right for the
rural poor. Along with em-
ployment guarantee, land-
mark laws like the Right to
Food, Right to Informa-
tion, Right to Education
and Forest Rights Act were
introduced to address un-
employment, hunger and
the problems of forest
dwellers.,” he said.

Siddaramaiah accuses
BJP-led Centre of
dismantling MGNREGA

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU
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T
he Malayalam Language Bill, 2025, which
seeks to promote the language and
passed by the Kerala Assembly, is being

opposed by leaders in Karnataka. The concern
that minority languages in the State, particularly
Tamil and Kannada, would be adversely a�ected
is misplaced and arises out of misunderstanding
of the provisions. The Bill’s objective is to provide
for the “adoption of the Malayalam language as
the o�cial language of the State of Kerala and for
Malayalam to be used for all o�cial purposes, to
provide for the use of the Malayalam language in
all sectors in Kerala, subject to the provisions of
the Constitution of India”, and to advance the ov-
erall progress and enrichment of the language.
The Bill proposes the adoption of Malayalam as
the �rst language for schoolchildren and mea-
sures to promote the language in various sectors,
from the judiciary to IT. The Bill states that Tamil
and Kannada linguistic minorities in noti�ed
areas may correspond with the State Secretariat,
Heads of Departments, and local State o�ces in
their respective languages, and replies shall be is-
sued in those languages; and that students whose
mother tongue is not Malayalam may pursue
education in other available languages in State
schools, in accordance with the National Educa-
tion Curriculum. Additionally, students from oth-
er States or foreign countries studying in Kerala
whose mother tongue is not Malayalam are ex-
empt from writing Malayalam examinations at
the classes IX, X, and higher secondary levels.

An earlier version of the Bill, passed in 2015,
was languishing for the Centre’s clearance for 10
years. After the Centre returned the Bill following
a Supreme Court of India decision that Bills can-
not be inde�nitely delayed, the State passed the
current version. The Centre, ostensibly, has a pol-
icy of promoting all Indian languages, as do sev-
eral States. As long as such measures are underta-
ken alongside those for the protection of the
rights of linguistic minorities, no other State or
the Centre should have any objection. Most
States, including Kerala and Karnataka, have mul-
tiple linguistic communities. The linguistic divi-
sion of States was only an approximation, and
language borders have weakened due to migra-
tion. Language policies at the national and re-
gional levels must account for these realities rath-
er than pursuing a blind cultural agenda of Hindi
or any single language promotion. To be clear, all
these languages must have their rightful places in
administration and the public sphere. To achieve
that objective without allowing hostilities bet-
ween communities is a challenge of nation-build-
ing. Mechanisms such as the Inter-State Council,
which has been dormant, must be invested with
more authority, and wider, good-faith conversa-
tions across linguistic groups promoted.

Language of harmony
The rights of linguistic minorities must

be protected in every State

A
mid tensions on several other foreign pol-
icy fronts, German Chancellor Friedrich
Merz was the �rst of several high-level vis-

itors to Delhi to strengthen India-Europe ties.
Preparations are on for the EU-India Summit la-
ter this month, when the Presidents of the Euro-
pean Commission and Council will attend the Re-
public Day parade; plans for French President
Emmanuel Macron’s visit — he will attend the AI
summit in February — are also being �nalised.
The meet between Chancellor Merz and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in Ahmedabad was
about more than bilateral relations. It was about
rea�rming elements of talks with the EU to con-
clude a long-awaited trade agreement, as Germa-
ny is its biggest economy, as well as exchanging
notes on geopolitical turmoil, especially the U.S.’s
actions. The leaders also attended a business
council meeting, where they pitched more in-
vestments. With trade passing $50 billion in
2024-25, Germany remains India’s largest trading
partner in Europe. While the talks are under-
stood to have been substantive, the outcomes
were in essence a series of “Joint Declarations of
Interest ( JDI)” and MoUs. Among the JDIs signed,
several deal with cooperation on strategic issues,
including a Defence Industrial Cooperation Road-
map to promote collaborations and technology
partnerships in defence equipment. This is seen
as a precursor to the enabling agreements for de-
fence purchases that India and Germany have
been discussing but have yet to sign on to.

Where India and Germany have a less com-
mon view is on the Ukraine war, and the Euro-
pean contention that India must curtail its rela-
tionship with Russia. Chancellor Merz may have
overstepped as he sought to portray India’s Ger-
man defence relationship as a means to reduce
its “dependence” on Russian hardware. The
statement was refuted by Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri later. While Germany and the EU are
also hoping for a closer dialogue with India on
the Indo-Paci�c, Germany’s bilateral trade with
China, pegged at $287 billion in 2024-25, has not
diversi�ed and China is Germany’s largest trad-
ing partner. It is therefore doubly signi�cant that
Chancellor Merz made India his �rst stop in Asia.
The two sides also have di�erences over the up-
bringing of �ve-year-old Ariha Shah, who was ta-
ken away by German child services in 2021 over
allegations that her Indian parents abused her.
Despite India’s appeals, Ms. Shah continues to
live in German foster care, with only periodic
consular and parental visits, and little sustained
exposure to Indian culture or languages. The
case of an individual may seem less important,
but should be resolved without further delay.

More for later
Chancellor Merz’s India visit signals 

a wider engagement with the EU

T
he recent civic unrest in Iran has been
enveloped in a media fog and has
polarised binary narratives, making an
objective analysis di�cult. Yet, given

Iran’s geopolitical importance and economic
potential, such a granular exercise is required,
particularly as it lies in India’s extended
proximity.

The genesis of the ongoing crisis lies in the
increasingly dire eco-political conditions. It began
on December 28, 2025, when a group of Tehran
merchants (“Bazaari”) staged a shutdown to
protest the frequent devaluation of the market
value of the rial, the national currency. While the
rial’s o�cial exchange rate to a dollar was 42,000,
the market rate was nearly 35 times lower at 1.45
million, having fallen 20,000 times since the
Islamic Revolution in 1979. Its 45% decline in 2025
made importing essential commodities such as
rice, sugar and edible oil and selling them in the
rial at o�cially controlled prices, unpro�table.

Subsequently, other disa�ected sections of the
population, such as unemployed youth and
low-paid employees, also joined the stir, making it
a country-wide anti-government movement.
Arson, vandalism and anti-establishment violence
were reported. On January 13, authorities
disclosed that over 2,000 people had died during
the unrest, blaming the casualties on unnamed
“terrorists”.

Crises and the o�cial playbook
Since the founding of the Islamic Republic in
1979, the authorities have perfected a four-stage
playbook for dealing with recurring mass civic
unrest, as seen in the election fraud in 2009,
petrol price hike in 2019 and Hijab protests in
2022 — none of which succeeded. In the �rst
phase, stern police action is taken to contain the
law-and-order problem. If the agitation persists, a
“good-cop, bad-cop’ routine is played: while
some high o�cials warn of enemy conspiracies,
others exude sympathy for the “legitimate
grievances”, o�ering talks and concessions.
Social media is locked down. The third stage
involves weeks of attrition, seeding confusion,
splitting the organisers and holding
pro-government rallies. These three stages
normally succeed in tapering o� the protests.
Thereafter, the leading protesters are rounded up
and sentenced exemplarily with long prison
terms or even execution. During all this time, the
western media plays the role of an agent
provocateur to the hilt.

The current melodrama now seems to be
entering the third phase. Over the next four
months, a token 10 million rials ($7), as a monthly
handout, will be directly transferred to all citizens
to mitigate in�ation. The funerals of the security
personnel killed and pro-establishment rallies
were accompanied by a denunciation of foreign
attempts to hijack the agitation.

The Pasdaran (Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps or IRGC) and the army have stayed loyal,
condemning the agitation as a continuation of the
12-day Israel-United States war of June 2025
against Iran. The oil industry, the mainstay of the

national economy, has stayed una�ected, and the
governing elite has also not splintered. Moreover,
no alternative leadership has emerged among the
protesters.

The dynamics in Iran, foreign threats
Although the establishment seems to have
managed to overcome the protest, the outbreak
has exposed new systemic vulnerabilities. First,
the Bazaari strike against the clergy-led regime
was unprecedented. In Iran’s modern history, the
Bazaaris have been an in�uential bellwether
lobby, at times forcing Iranian rulers to retract.
Their withdrawal of support doomed the Shah in
1979. Their informal symbiosis with the clergy
initially permitted pro�teering from unfettered
imports at a preferred exchange rate and selling
domestically at market rates.

However, during the past two decades, this
bromance has cooled. The economic conditions
worsened mainly due to the U.S.’s “maximum
pressure” sanctions. Further, they were also
squeezed by the IRGC and the Bonyads (various
ostensibly charitable foundations for war
veterans, widows and orphans), muscling into
lucrative sectors of trading, manufacturing and
contracting. While Iran’s President, Masoud
Pezeshkian, recently claimed resolution of the
merchants’ grievances, the details have not been
made public. It remains to be seen if the
omnipotent IRGC, currently crucial to
government survival, would agree to roll back
their businesses.

Second, while Tehran may have tactics to curb
protests, the ruling elite lacks eco-political levers
to �x the root causes of the recurring social
convulsions. The Iranian leadership’s steadfast
pursuit of a nuclear and missile programme and
support to regional proxies diverts scarce
economic resources and triggers western
economic sanctions, causing social angst.

Over two-thirds of Iranians were born after the
Revolution and have di�erent aspirations than
their gerontocratic politico-theocratic leadership.
They see the a�uence of their Gulf Arab
neighbours and hold the leadership responsible
for their abject penury. They also notice the
kleptocracy and corruption in the top echelons of
power. Moreover, with radicals in control of the
clergy, parliament and judiciary, and a relatively
powerless executive, signi�cant social groups,
such as women and non-Shia minorities feel
alienated. While the managed election of a
moderate President in 2024 raised hopes, these
have been belied due to regional turmoil.

Third, the foreign abatement of the agitators
has become mainstream, with U.S. President
Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu openly encouraging them
with military threats to punish the Iranian regime
and possibly replace it. However, they lack any
smart and easy options, and the outcome of any
precipitous foreign action cannot be guaranteed.
In 1980, Iraqi President Saddam Hussein attacked
Iran to exploit the post-Islamic revolutionary
chaos, only to see all Iranians unite against
foreign aggression. Moreover, Iran’s Shia majority

has a long tradition of glorifying martyrdom and
sacri�ce, making them more inured to foreign
military threats.

Despite its losses during the June 2025 military
bout with Israel and the U.S., Iran retains
su�cient retaliatory capability to thwart a
repetition. Tehran’s options include targeting U.S.
interests in the geoeconomically sensitive and
febrile region, making the Gulf Arab states wary
about paying for a U.S. military misadventure.

Moreover, when driven to a corner, Iran could
close the Strait of Hormuz, raising global oil
prices. Mr. Trump has often criticised his
predecessors for dragging the U.S. into “endless
wars” and has so far avoided having “boots on
the ground”, preferring surgical airborne strikes
and smart economic coercion. Although he has
been emboldened by his tactical success against
President Nicolás Maduro Moros of Venezuela,
there is a clear realisation that the multiplicity of
power centres in Iran makes military
decapitation a risky and even counter-productive
endeavour.

Instead, Mr. Trump is veering toward
non-kinetic measures such as cyberattacks and
the imposition of secondary punitive tari�s on
the countries trading with Iran, encouraged by
the outcome of a similar exercise in curbing
Indian imports of Russian crude. Their e�cacy
remains uncertain as Iran has long been subject
to Israeli cyberattacks and has a well-oiled
sanctions-busting machinery in place, from
marshalling cryptocurrencies to dark oil-tankers
smuggling crude to China and dhows to Dubai
(the world’s largest trans-shipment port just 150
kilometres across the Persian Gulf ).

Despite U.S. pressure, China and the United
Arab Emirates are Iran’s top two trading partners,
with respective bilateral commerce estimated at
$40 billion and $30 billion last year, totalling over
half of the entire Iranian foreign trade. The
proposed secondary sanctions by the U.S. may
not curb such trade but only obfuscate it. Still, as
a diversionary tactic, Tehran has o�ered to
reopen talks with Washington.

Impact on India
The notion that turmoil in Tehran is
inconsequential for India is misplaced. First, any
con�agration in Iran would a�ect the security
and stability in the Gulf, where India has
substantive stakes in terms of diaspora, oil
supplies, remittances and trade and investments. 

Second, it would allow Pakistan to project itself
as a dubious security arbiter to both Iran and the
Gulf Arabs and earn brownie points with the
White House. India also needs Iran to access
Afghanistan and Central Asia. Third, after Iran,
South Asia has the largest number of Shias, with
their number in India estimated at around 25
million. They are natural stakeholders in what
happens to their Iranian co-confessionals. Lastly,
once four decades of western sanctions are lifted,
the resuscitation of the Iranian economy would
provide lucrative opportunities for India,
particularly as Tehran has long pursued its
version of Atmanirbharta.

Decisive new factors in the Iranian conundrum
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The genesis of
Iran’s ongoing
crisis lies in
growing and
dire
eco-political
conditions, but
it has also
shown up new
systemic
vulnerabilities

T
he use of Arti�cial Intelligence (AI) takes
up much discussion in sectors that range
from health care to agriculture. But

concerns about its impact on the environment
have not attracted much discussion. According to
an OECD working paper, “Measuring the
Environmental Impacts of Arti�cial Intelligence
Compute and Applications”, the development of
AI algorithms comes with certain environmental
costs such as an increased carbon footprint which
exacerbates climate change-related challenges.
The report says that the global ICT industry
(including hardware such as televisions) is
estimated to be responsible for 1.8%-2.8% of
global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions; other
calculations have a �gure as high as 2.1%-3.9%.

It is worth noting that data about the carbon
footprint of AI models and their use are not
always authentic. A Google report (August 2025)
claims that a single text AI prompt consumes
electricity of only 0.24 watt-hours. What may
seem to be low levels of electricity consumption
has also drawn criticism for the report’s
incomplete and misleading conclusions.

Impact on the environment
In September 2024, an issue note by the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), on the
environmental impact of the full AI life cycle, said
that house AI servers may utilise 4.2 billion cubic
meters (bcm) to 6.6 bcm of water in 2027, leading
to water scarcity. The note also refers to a study
which indicates that training a single Large
Language Model (LLM) can generate almost
3,00,000 kilograms of carbon emissions.

Similarly, a study, “Energy and Policy
Considerations for Deep Learning in NLP” ( June
2019), has assessed that the training of a single
large AI model entails the emission of over
6,26,000 pounds of carbon dioxide. This is
equivalent to emissions caused by �ve cars in

their lifespan. A look at the energy consumption
in the use of ChatGPT, a widely used AI virtual
Assistant, helps understand how AI algorithms
impact the environment and contribute towards
climate change. According to a study, “Navigating
New Horizons” (UNEP, July 15, 2024), any request
made through ChatGPT leads to energy
consumption that is 10 times more than what it
would be through a Google search.

Solutions, the world versus India
In 2021, UNESCO released its “Recommendation
on the Ethics of Arti�cial Intelligence”, which
emphasised recognising the “negative impacts of
AI on societies, environment”. These non-binding
recommendations were adopted by around 190
countries. The United States and the European
Union (EU) appear to be the prominent
jurisdictions that have proposed legislation
dealing with the environmental impact of AI, as
the Arti�cial Intelligence Environmental Impacts
Act of 2024 and The European Union’s resolution
on harmonized AI rules.

Since there are global conversations about the
carbon cost of AI use and deployment, India also
needs to recognise the environmental costs of
developing AI models. Current discussions now
on AI and climate change are on how AI can help
protect the environment, but without going into
the demerits of developing large AI algorithms.

The �rst step to address this challenge is to
carry out an exercise to measure the
environmental impacts of developing and
deploying AI models. In India, an Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) is mandatory as in the
EIA Noti�cation, 2006. While an EIA is often
conducted to evaluate projects concerning the
environment such as river water projects, its
scope can be extended to include assessing the
impact of development of AI algorithms on the
environment.

The government could also focus on the
establishment of measuring standards in order to
assess AI’s impact. It can be done by involving
stakeholders such as tech companies that are
developing large-scale AI algorithms, think tanks,
and non-governmental organisations that are
working toward reducing carbon footprints and
mitigating other environment-related challenges.
This will help in building consensus on
terminology, standards, and consistent indicators
and reporting requirements, ultimately leading to
informed policy decisions.

Another essential exercise is data collection
which can be done by deploying sustainability
metrics such as GHG emissions, energy, water
and natural resources consumption that are
utilised by AI algorithms. Environmental costs
beyond energy, such as the impacts on freshwater
and land use, could also be evaluated.

As a part of disclosure standards
The government can also explore the possibility
of making the environmental impact of
developing and deploying AI models as part of
environmental, social and governance (ESG)
disclosure standards by the Ministry of Corporate
A�airs and Security and the Securities and
Exchange Board of India. It can take inspiration
from the EU, as its Corporate Sustainability
Reporting Directive (CSRD) framework requires
the disclosure of emissions data from data
centres and high compute activities, which
includes training of LLMs.

The focus should shift to including AI as a part
of solutions toward global sustainability goals.
There are several AI sustainable practices that
can be adopted to mitigate the adverse impact of
AI on the environment such as deploying
pre-trained models, using renewable resources to
power data centres, and reporting AI-speci�c
estimates.

India must focus on AI and its environmental impact
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There are
several AI
sustainable
practices that
India can adopt

Iran and Trump

Iran lies at the heart of a
foreign-policy paradox that
reveals how topsy-turvy
Donald Trump’s ‘MAGA’ has
become. 
Washington’s stance toward
Tehran — marked by
sanctions, open threats and
episodic brinkmanship —

Well, ‘MAGA’ thus promises
renewal but delivers
inversion: restraint recedes,
power prevails, and irony
completes the turn.

M. Jameel Ahmed,
Mysuru

presidency reads as an
accumulation of America’s
harsher traditions, echoing
the unilateralism of Andrew
Jackson, the secrecy of
Richard Nixon and the
interventionism of the Bush
years. And on top of it, one
has Mr. Trump’s obsession
to win a Nobel Peace Prize.

is no Venezuela.
President Trump has been
strikingly candid in his
disregard for international
law — at times suggesting
he does not need it, and
similarly dismissive of the
United Nations except when
its veto serves immediate
ends. In this sense, his

involving the CIA and
Mossad, particularly as
recent protests appear to
have lost momentum.
Whatever the veracity of
these claims, they
underscore how coercion
has displaced diplomacy.
Iran appears to be
determined to prove that it

reflects sustained pressure
from the Netanyahu
government to treat Iran as
a permanent adversary
rather than a state to be
engaged. This stance has
coincided with Iranian
claims of foreign
intelligence meddling,
including allegations
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Madras, Jan. 13: A short speech by the Pugwash
President Nobel Laureate, Prof. Dorothy
Hodgkin, in which she expressed the interest of
the scienti�c community in the abolition of
nuclear weapons, and indeed of all other
weapons, and in the re-building of society on
equitable lines, heralded the opening of the
week-long deliberations of the 25th Pugwash
Conference at the spacious Ball Room in Taj
Coromandel here. 

She said India had a very special place in the
history of the Pugwash Movement in as much as
the late Prime Minister Nehru organised a
Committee of Scientists to explain nuclear
energy which preceded the actual
Russell-Einstein Manifesto from which the dating
of the Movement was usually made.

Prof. Dorothy Hodgkin recalled how the late
Dr. Radhakrishnan, when he was India’s envoy
in Moscow and also a Professor of Philosophy of
Eastern Religions at Oxford, had urged her to
visit the Soviet Union for contacts with her
scientist counterparts in that country for a thaw
in the cold war which was then at its peak. She
actually made the visit three years later.

FIFTY YEARS AGO JANUARY 14, 1976

Pugwash meet opens: call
for abolition of nuclear
weapons

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

The Secretary writes: The Literary Institute,
Namakkal was started in the year 1876. From
small beginnings, the Association has grown in
its usefulness. The rules of the Association are so
framed that even a poor man may become a
member of the same — the least subscription
being Rs. 4 per month. About 5 years ago, the
Association thought of expanding the library
attached to it and thus making the Association
more useful to the public. With this end in view,
private e�orts were made and are being made
even now to make additions to the library which
contained only 100 volumes in the beginning
and the e�orts so far made increased the
number of volumes to about 500 in number.
Want of funds stands in the way of further
improvements.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FROM THE JANUARY

13, 1926 ISSUE AS THERE WAS NO ISSUE ON

JANUARY 14, 1926

The literary institute,
Namakkal 

I
n India, the colour blue has
an age-old association with
the struggles of the
marginalised. In early 1859,

peasants in Bengal, who had been
exploited by white planters for
decades, took a cue from a
magistrate’s notice that made the
sowing of indigo non-obligatory,
and for the �rst time refused to
cultivate the plant. Though many
historians have termed the
protests that ensued as
non-violent, some others say that
besides non-cooperation, peasants
attacked factories and defended
themselves against armed goons
sent by the planters. The Bengali
bourgeoisie were careful not to
antagonise the British
government. This fence-sitting by
the intellectuals may have been
one of the reasons why this ‘blue
movement’, which sustained for
over a year, remained local and
anti-planter, and did not develop
into a larger anti-colonial
campaign. Nearly 60 years after
this episode, the indigo blue came
back into focus. But this time, it
was as the launch pad for an
entirely new method of
anti-colonial activism. One that
played a pivotal role in freeing us
from the colonial yoke in 1947.

The Champaran Satyagraha

Gandhi’s �rst experiment with
satyagraha, or civil disobedience,
in India was in Champaran, Bihar,
in 1917. Champaran was full of
indigo plantations. The tenants of
the plantation were bound by law
to plant indigo on a portion of
their land. ‘This system was
known as the tinkathia system, as
three kathas out of twenty kathas
(which make one acre) had to be
planted with Indigo,’ Gandhi
noted. The tenants lived in
oppressive conditions, and
landlords used force and extortion
to make sure they remained
subjugated. Even when the price
of indigo began falling, they had
no choice but to grow the crop.

Gandhi �rst went to Champaran
on the invitation of Rajkumar
Shukla, an agriculturalist. He
studied the problem, listened to

the voices of the tenants, and
mobilised public participation for
a peaceful agitation. His overtures
to the o�ce-bearers of the
planters’ association were rudely
rebu�ed; he was an outsider.

Still, Gandhi’s investigations
were having an impact and made
the government uneasy. He was
issued a notice to leave
Champaran, but he stayed on.
Then the administration issued
him a summons. The night before
Gandhi was to appear in court,
crowds gathered around the house
where he was staying. The
following day, the court was
over�owing. In his characteristic
style, Gandhi said, ‘In my humble
opinion it is a question of
di�erence of opinion between the
Local Administration and myself. I
have entered the country with
motives of rendering
humanitarian and national
service. I have done so in response
to a pressing invitation to come
and help the ryots, who urge they
are not being fairly treated by the
indigo planters … As a law-abiding
citizen my �rst instinct would be,
as it was, to obey the order served
upon me. But I could not do so
without doing violence to my
sense of duty to those for whom I
have come. I feel that I could just
now serve them only by remaining
in their midst....’

Ambedkar’s suit
But the dark blue of indigo soon
faded from memory. It needed
Ambedkar to bring it back into the
public imagination. Ambedkar
statues have him attired in a blue
suit, holding the Constitution in
one hand and urging us to move
forward. There are many theories
about how the association
between blue and Dalit
movements came about.
Ambedkar’s suit was a social
statement and the choice of blue
possibly just his preference. Some
associate blue with the expanse of
his vision and the
non-discriminatory nature of the
sky itself. Blue is also considered
the colour of equality,
representative of the working
class. Buddhist and folklore

associations with the colour blue
have also been pointed out.

Could there have been another
reason for the choice of blue? In
his Riddles of Hinduism: An
Exposition to Enlighten the Masses,
Ambedkar reviewed what the
Puranas had to say on the origin of
the varna system. He quoted from
John Muir’s translations of some
sections of the Mahabharata and
the vulgate version of Harivamsha. 

From the Mahabharata: ‘The
colour (varna) of the Brahmans
was white; that of the Kshatriyas
red; that of the Vaishyas yellow,
and that of the Sudras black.’

From Harivamsha: ‘The
Brahmans, beautiful (or, dear to
Soma), were formed from an
imperishable (akshara), the
Kshattriyas from a perishable
(kshara), element, the Vaisyas
from alteration, the Sudras from a
modi�cation of smoke … Hence in
the world men have become
divided into castes, being of four
descriptions, Brahmans,
Kshattriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras …’

That the colours blue and black
are used as interchangeable
shades was not important in these
correlations. The scholar Nick
Allen demonstrates that
equivalences between certain
colours and people’s social
functions, nature and even
appearance are found in many
cultures. These cultural
associations also reveal that
people at the lowest rung of
society are invariably allocated
dark colours, very often blue or
black. Allen calls black a
‘non-colour’ which is connected
with the semiotics of inferiority
and otherness. This makes me
wonder if his choice of blue was
in�uenced by the association of
this colour with shudras.

The blue chakra is at the literal
heart of the Indian �ag, holding
within itself the strength of the
Dalit community and the spirit of
civil disobedience. It is a re�ection
of our right to assemble peaceably
and without arms. An assertion
that we will assemble to protect
our rights and ally with all those
society forgets to notice. It is also a
reminder of our unkept promises.

The importance of blue

T.M. Krishna
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The dark blue
of indigo, which
was related to
the Champaran
Satyagraha, soon
faded from
memory. It
needed
Ambedkar to
bring it back
into the public
imagination

STATE OF PLAY

T
he local body elec-
tions held in Kerala
last December have

breathed new life into the
Congress-led United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF), which has
struggled to reclaim power
from the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) [CPI(M)]-led
Left Democratic Front (LDF)
following the latter’s unprece-
dented victories in consecu-
tive State Assembly elections.

The UDF garnered 38.81%
of the vote, compared with
the LDF’s 33.45% and the BJP-
led National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA)’s 14.76%. Others
(minor parties, independents
backed by rival fronts, and re-
bels) got 13.03%.

The Congress alone se-
cured 29.17%, ahead of the CPI
(M)’s 27.16%. Buoyed by this
two-percentage-point lead,
the Kerala Pradesh Congress
Committee convened a Laksh-
ya Leadership Summit in
Wayanad on January 4-5. The
summit focused on unity, dis-
cipline, and a target of over
100 out of 140 seats in the
2026 Assembly elections.

Key strategies include early
candidate selection with a
50% quota for women and
youth, and a focus on winna-
bility, overseen by the Central
Screening Committee chaired
by All India Congress Commit-
tee (AICC) general secretary
Madhusudan Mistry. The
Leader of the Opposition in
the Assembly, V.D. Satheesan,
unveiled ‘Mission 2026’, a
campaign that includes a
State-wide yatra beginning Fe-
bruary and the division of Ker-
ala into three strategic cam-
paign regions. The party has
emphasised strengthening its
social media presence and fo-
cusing on governance solu-

tions in the economy, and in
health and agriculture, apart
from expanding its alliances
beyond traditional bases. In
New Delhi, AICC president
Mallikarjun Kharge and the
Leader of the Opposition in
the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
will preside over a strategy
session. This will be followed
by a ‘mahapanchayat’ in Kochi
on January 19, bringing togeth-
er newly elected local body re-
presentatives and marking the
campaign’s uno�cial launch.

While the prospects seem
favourable for the Congress,
which has been out of power
for a decade in Kerala, As-
sembly elections demand a
di�erent playbook compared
to local body polls. The Con-
gress will struggle to sustain
anti-incumbency momentum
amid ongoing internal rival-
ries — multiple leaders are vy-
ing for the Chief Minister’s
post in the event of the UDF
coming to power. Many be-
lieve that the Congress leader-
ship has been unable to rebut
the CPI(M)’s allegations about
its proximity to Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi Hind. The Indian Union
Muslim League, the Con-
gress’s largest and most organ-
ised ally, is demanding greater
electoral space. This comes at
a time when the Congress is
trying to woo back the Kerala
Congress(M), which defected
to the LDF before the 2021 As-
sembly polls.

The Congress can only
counter the LDF’s bid for a
third term with a carefully
crafted pro-incumbency nar-

rative, especially since the
LDF has been showcasing
large-scale development pro-
jects under the Kerala Infras-
tructure Investment Fund
Board, celebrating the State’s
achievement in eradicating ex-
treme poverty, and unveiling a
range of welfare schemes.

The most unpredictable
factor is the emergence of the
NDA as a third force. The BJP’s
victory in the Thiruvanan-
thapuram Corporation polls
showed its meticulously de-
signed electoral strategy. The
BJP is now targeting speci�c
Assembly segments in the Thi-
ruvananthapuram and Alap-
puzha districts; and reaching
out to the Christian communi-
ty to win seats in Thrissur. The
party is now focusing on seats
it can win. More critically, it is
keen to defeat the Congress
and its allies rather than facili-
tate their return to power by
splitting votes, as was the case
in the past.

The Congress’s path to
power is therefore fraught
with obstacles. The local body
results, while encouraging,
may prove a false dawn. What
Kerala’s electorate rewards in
local body polls, which are of-
ten based on hyper-local is-
sues, does not automatically
translate to Assembly prefe-
rences. Governance track re-
cords, alliance arithmetic, and
leadership credibility carry
greater weight. The Congress
leadership must be aware that
the CPI(M)’s organisational
machinery, as seen in the par-
ty’s vote share, remains intact.
The CPI(M) could bounce back
from its electoral setback.

Unless the Congress can
swiftly resolve its internal dis-
cord, present a uni�ed leader-
ship face, and put forth an al-
ternative vision beyond
merely riding the anti-incum-
bency sentiment, it risks
squandering what may be its
best opportunity in a decade
to return to power in Kerala.

The UDF’s ray of hope in an uphill battle

Local body poll results give it momentum, but Assembly polls could be challenging 

Biju Govind
biju.govind@thehindu.co.in

W
henever voters hand a
party or an alliance a
big mandate, they also

have very high expectations from
the government. India’s electoral
history shows that many parties or
alliances have struggled to live up
to that responsibility for long. Let
us look at some of the examples
where voters have given a party or
an alliance a big mandate and
what has followed.

In the 1984 Lok Sabha elections,
held after Indira Gandhi’s assassi-
nation, Rajiv Gandhi led the Con-
gress to one of the biggest victories
in Indian electoral history, cross-
ing 400 seats in the 541-member
House. This result re�ected a mix
of sympathy, hope around a young
new leader, and a desire for stabil-
ity (Table 1). Yet, the mandate fad-
ed quickly. Within �ve years, in the
1989 general election, the Con-
gress su�ered a signi�cant dent in
its seat tally. It has never again
reached an outright majority like it
did in 1984.

After the Emergency and the JP
movement, voters placed faith in a
new alternative, in the Janata Party
in 1977. In north India, and partic-
ularly in Uttar Pradesh, the Janata
alliance swept all the Lok Sabha
seats, virtually wiping out the Con-
gress in the State and signalling a
huge shift in public mood. 

But sharp internal con�icts and
unstable governance meant that
the experiment did not last. By
1980, the Janata government had
collapsed and voters brought the
Congress back (Table 2).

In Assam, the Asom Gana Par-
ishad (AGP), a party which
emerged from the Assam Move-
ment, captured power in the 1985
Assembly elections by winning 65
out of 126 seats. This was an ex-
traordinary achievement for a new
regional party led mainly by young

student leaders of the movement
(Table 3). Over the decades, ho-
wever, organisational weakness,
splits, and competition steadily re-
duced its footprint. Today, the AGP
survives largely as a junior ally in
State politics.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
won 63 out of 70 Assembly seats in
Delhi in 2020. The mandate, built
on an anti-corruption plank and
promises of better schools, health
care, and basic services, was one
of the most decisive ones in any
State in recent years. 

However, in the 2025 Assembly
polls, the AAP failed to retain its
earlier dominance. Several senior
leaders lost their seats. The result
showed that even parties built just
around politics of welfare and de-
velopment can be punished when
alternative narratives gain ground. 

The CPI(M)-led Left Front go-
verned West Bengal continuously
for more than three decades and
the CPI(M) still won 176 of 294
seats in the 2006 Assembly elec-
tions (Table 4). This period gave
the Left deep organisational roots
and a reputation for stability and a
socialist model of governance. Ho-
wever, Mamata Banerjee’s Trina-
mool Congress swept to power in
2011, cutting the Left down to
around 40 seats. Similarly, in Trip-
ura, the once-dominant front has
not recovered since (Table 5).

The Sikkim Democratic Front
(SDF)’s electoral journey tells a si-
milar tale (Table 6). After consis-
tently polling above 50% votes and
sweeping successive Assembly
elections from 1999 to 2009, the
party’s 22-seat victory in 2014 with
around 55% vote share marked its
last comfortable mandate. The
emergence of the Sikkim Krantika-
ri Morcha (SKM) as a credible chal-
lenger, along with growing anti-in-
cumbency, eroded this hegemony.

In 2019, the SDF’s vote share re-
mained competitive but the party
got just 15 seats. The SKM crossed
the majority mark, ending the
SDF’s uninterrupted 25-year stint
in power. The subsequent defec-

tion of 10 SDF MLAs to the BJP and
two to the SKM further weakened
the organisation. By the 2024 As-
sembly elections, the SKM had
captured 31 of 32 seats with over
58% of the vote, while the SDF was
reduced to a single seat, its worst
performance since 1999. 

The BJP in Gujarat has not only
retained its vote bank but has also
expanded it in the last few elec-
tions, especially after 2014 (Table
7). This can partly be attributed to
the support the State party unit re-
ceives from the Central govern-
ment and Central government in-
stitutions, but it is clear that the
BJP has successfully deployed cul-
tural nationalism, welfare, and
popular politics to its advantage.
Furthermore, its ability to gauge
the popular sentiment of the ma-
jority and respond accordingly has
played a crucial role in sustaining
such a large voter base.

In Bihar, the Janata Dal (United)
recorded one of its best perfor-
mances in the 2010 Assembly elec-
tions. It had strong backing for its
governance and development nar-
rative and its leader, Nitish Kumar,
enjoyed support. 

However, in the 2015 Assembly
elections, its individual tally fell
signi�cantly even though the new
Mahagathbandhan as a whole de-
feated the BJP. The 2025 Assembly
elections gave a big mandate to the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government in Bihar (Table
8). This was in contrast to the 2020
Assembly elections when the NDA
won the election with a very small
majority. 

The Trinamool Congress has
been in power in West Bengal for
the last 15 years with its vote share
touching about 49% (Table 9). It
will be interesting to watch how it
performs in the 2026 Assembly
elections. Will it be able to keep
the momentum going?

Sanjay Kumar is a Professor and political

analyst. Arindam Kabir is a Researcher with

Lokniti-CSDS. Views are personal and do not

re�ect the views of the organisation

Big mandates, bigger responsibilities: trends in elections
Large electoral mandates raise high expectations, which many parties and alliances in India have struggled to meet over time

Sanjay Kumar 
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The case will now be referred to the Chief Justice
of India to be placed before a Bench of three
judges.

“A �ne balance has to be maintained between
the need to protect a public servant against mala
�de prosecution on the one hand and the object
of upholding the probity in public life by prosecut-
ing the public servant against whom prima facie
material in support of allegation of corruption ex-
ists, on the other,” Justice Viswanathan observed
in his opinion.

He said the Lokpal had the authority to con-
duct an inquiry into even an allegation of corrup-
tion made against the Prime Minister of the
country.

“If Section 17A is invalidated on the ground that
prior approval should not exist at all, the imme-
diate consequence would be that any complaint
alleging corruption in o�cial decision-making
could straightaway result in a police inquiry or in-
vestigation,” Justice Viswanthan reasoned.

SC di�ers on sanction to
try public servants

From Page One

Mr. Dwivedi said a decision has to be taken “then
and there”.

“The consequence the other way would be that
even though the ERO has found that he is not a ci-
tizen, he would continue in the electoral roll and
vote. Once a shadow is cast on his citizenship, as
long as it is not perverse or arbitrary, he needs to
stand out. Nothing is perfect, but we have to chase
the utopia of perfection as closely as possible,” Mr.
Dwivedi responded.

The senior counsel said persons excluded from
the electoral roll under the SIR had the right to
appeal.

“These things happen. The whole electoral ex-
ercise cannot be halted or modi�ed for the sake of
some persons. Of course, if the order [of exclu-
sion] is perverse on individual facts, it would have
to go. We are not entitled to wait until the �nal or
ultimate decision [by the Centre], which may go
one way or the other. He can �le an appeal, and if
the ERO order is set aside, he can be put back,”
Mr. Dwivedi submitted.

“Your argument is that non-citizens are not en-
titled?” Chief Justice Kant queried.

The EC counsel said citizenship and delimita-
tions were the cornerstones of electoral process.

Mr. Dwivedi said various statutes, including the
Mines and Minerals (Development and Regula-
tion) Act, mandated citizenship from applicants. 

SC questions EC on
voter roll deletions 

The government source added that the move is
aimed at ensuring greater safety, security, and im-
proved working conditions for gig workers. Ac-
cordingly, Blinkit has informed the Ministry that
the company’s principal tagline has been revised
from “10,000+ products delivered in 10 minutes”
to “30,000+ products delivered at your doorstep.”

General secretary of Indian Federation of App-
Based Transport Workers Shaik Salauddin wel-
comed the intervention of the government and
the subsequent decision of the platforms and said
it was a signi�cant and much-needed step in pro-
tecting the lives and dignity of gig and platform
workers.

“The 10-minute delivery model forced delivery
partners into dangerous road behaviour, extreme
stress. We welcome and thank Mr. Mandaviya for
listening to workers’ voices and intervening deci-
sively in the interest of their safety,” he said .

Aam Aadmi Party MP Raghav Chadha, who had
voiced the problems faced by gig workers in Par-
liament last month, posted on his X handle: “Sa-
tyamev Jayate. Together, we have won...”
“I am deeply grateful to the Central Government
for its compassionate intervention in enforcing
the removal of the “10-minute delivery” branding
from quick-commerce platforms,” he added.

Delivery platforms to
stop 10-minute service 

E
mphasising the
need for sustained
alertness along the

Line of Actual Control
(LAC), Army chief General
Upendra Dwivedi on Tues-
day said that even as both
India and China were
working to enhance the
“trust factor” between
their militaries, constant
vigilance remained essen-
tial to maintain border
stability.

Referring to recent di-
plomatic and military en-
gagements, he said a signif-
icant understanding was
reached on October 21,
2024. “Before that, the two
top leaders met in Kazan
(Russia), followed by
another meeting in Tianjin
(China). In between, we
have had Special Represen-
tative-level talks and Work-
ing Mechanism for Consul-
tation and Coordination
meetings,” he said, adding
that India’s Defence Minis-
ter and External A�airs Mi-
nister had each held two
meetings with their Chi-
nese counterparts. Accord-
ing to the Army chief,
these interactions generat-

ed a sense of urgency and
mutual acceptance on
both sides to keep the bor-
der calm and quiet. 

“The �rst step is to keep
communication channels
open. We now have talks at
various levels so that mi-

nor issues are resolved lo-
cally and do not escalate
into major problems,” he
noted.

On the Shaksgam Valley,
General Dwivedi reiterated
India’s long-standing posi-
tion, stating that New Delhi
considered the 1963 agree-
ment between Pakistan
and China illegal.

Illegal pact 
“Any activity in the Shaks-
gam Valley is not approved
by us. The Ministry of Ex-

ternal A�airs has already
issued a statement on this,”
he said, adding that India
did not accept the joint
statement issued in China
on CPEC 2.0 and viewed it
as an illegal action by the
two countries.

Highlighting future cap-
ability development, the
Army chief underlined the
need for India to establish
a dedicated rocket-missile
force. “Today, rockets and
missiles have become in-
tertwined. If we want to
achieve the desired im-
pact, both can deliver it,”
he said. Pointing to similar
forces created by Pakistan
and China, General Dwive-
di said such a capability
was “the need of the hour”
for India.

He noted that the Army
had successfully tested the
Pinaka rocket system with
a range of 120 km and had
signed additional contracts
to extend its range to 150
km, with plans to reach
300 km-450 km. 

“You must have also
heard about systems like
Pralay and BrahMos,” he
added, signalling a strong
push towards enhancing
India’s long-range preci-
sion-strike capability.

Trust-building with China on, but LAC
vigilance essential, says Army chief

Chief of the Army Sta� General Upendra Dwivedi at the annual press

conference on Tuesday in New Delhi. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

General Dwivedi says interactions between the two countries have generated a sense of urgency and mutual acceptance to keep the border calm;

reiterating India’s long-standing position on Shaksgam Valley, he says New Delhi considers the 1963 agreement between Pakistan and China illegal

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Army chief
underlines the need
for India to establish
a dedicated
rocket-missile force

Operation Sindoor re-
mains ongoing, and any
misadventure by the ad-
versary will be dealt with
e�ectively, Army chief
General Upendra Dwivedi
said on Tuesday, issuing a
�rm warning to Pakistan.

The Army chief said
that the anti-terrorism op-
eration had sent a strong
deterrent message by suc-
cessfully destroying seven
of the nine identi�ed tar-
gets and puncturing the
long-standing nuclear rhe-
toric of the adversary.

Security assessment
Providing an update on
the security situation, the
Army chief said that since
May 10, the situation
along the Western front
and in Jammu and Kash-
mir had been sensitive but
�rmly under control. 

In 2025, security forces
eliminated 31 terrorists,
nearly 65% of whom were
of Pakistani origin. The �-
gures include the three
perpetrators of the Pahal-
gam terror attack, who
were neutralised during
Operation Mahadev.

Tri-service synergy
The General noted a sharp
improvement in the inter-
nal security environment,
stating that the number of
active local terrorists had
now come down to a sin-
gle digit, while fresh re-
cruitment had become al-
most non-existent, with
only two cases reported in
2025

Describing Operation
Sindoor as a model mili-
tary response, he said it
was “the best example of
tri-service synergy under
a clear-cut political direc-
tive and full freedom to
act or respond.”

‘Operation Sindoor
ongoing, blunders to
be dealt with �rmly’
Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday urged corporates
and investors to consider
the inclusion of persons
with disabilities not just as
a mere “compliance issue”
but also as a “strategic ad-
vantage” that would en-
hance their business per-
formance, resilience, and
social impact.

The judgment, co-auth-
ored by a Bench of Justices
J.B. Pardiwala and K.V. Vis-
wanathan, is the second in
two months with which
the Supreme Court is step-
ping in to highlight that bu-
siness corporations not on-
ly do lead a pro�t-only
existence but also have a
constitutional duty to con-
tribute to the society and
environment.

On Tuesday, the Bench
exercised the court’s ex-
traordinary constitutional
powers under Article 142 to
direct Coal India Limited to
give Sujata Bora, who has
multiple disabilities, a su-
pernumerary post with a
separate desk and special-
ly-designed computer at its
North Eastern Coal�elds
o�ce in Assam.

Treat inclusion
of disabled
persons as an
advantage: SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Kuki-Zo tribal groups said
on Tuesday that they had
resolved to join the popu-
lar government in Mani-
pur, provided the Union
and the State governments
give a written commitment
to support the negotiated
political settlement for a
Union Territory with legis-
lature under the Constitu-
tion. 

At a meeting attended
by the United People’s
Front and Kuki National
Organisation (KNO), the
Kuki-Zo insurgent groups
in Suspension of Opera-
tions (SoO) pact with the
government, �ve MLAs
and two representatives of
the Kuki-Zo Council, a civil
society group, in Guwahati
on Tuesday, it was resolved
that the “commitment
must be executed in a time-
bound manner, speci�cally
within the current As-
sembly tenure”, which
ends in February 2027. 

The resolution passed
by the tribal bodies on
Tuesday assumes signi�-
cance as this is the �rst
time the tribal bodies have
agreed to join the State go-

vernment since ethnic vio-
lence between the Kuki-Zo
and the Meitei people
erupted on May 3, 2023.
Post-violence, the SoO
groups and the MLAs de-
manded a separate admi-
nistration for the Kuki-Zo
people. 

Manipur was placed un-
der President’s Rule on Fe-
bruary 13, 2025 and the 60-
member Assembly which
has 37 MLAs from the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP) is
under suspended anima-
tion. 

The Hindu reported on
January 7 that as the Presi-
dent’s Rule in Manipur
completes a year on Febru-
ary 13, hectic parleys are
on by the Union govern-
ment to restore the popu-
lar government in Mani-
pur. In all, there are 10
Kuki-Zo MLAs in the As-
sembly, including seven
from the BJP, and their par-
ticipation is key if elected
government is restored. 

Kuki-Zo groups agree
to join Manipur govt.
with conditions 

The participation of
10 Kuki-Zo MLAs in
the Assembly is key if
elected government
is restored 

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

India’s ties with Iran have
come under renewed pres-
sure after U.S. President
Donald Trump announced
on Tuesday that “any
country” having trade ties
with Tehran would face a
25% tari� if it sought to do
business with the U.S. 

Government sources
told The Hindu that India
was preparing to bring
down its trade with Iran in
the current �nancial year,
citing “external economic
factors”. 

The developments have
come even as India still last
weekend, was getting rea-
dy to host Iran’s president
Masoud Pezeshkian for the
upcoming BRICS summit,
which India will host this
year as it marks the 75th
anniversary of establish-
ment of India-Iran diplo-
matic ties.

The U.S. policy on in-
creasing pressure on Iran
has also put a question
mark on the expected visit
of Iranian Foreign Minister
Syed Abbas Araghchi to
New Delhi later this

month. External A�airs
Minister S. Jaishankar an-
nounced India’s vision for
BRICS 2026 on Tuesday,
saying that as BRICS Chair,
India would highlight that
the intergovernmental or-
ganisation is capable of ab-
sorbing “global shocks”.
India’s policy on Iran will
be keenly watched as the
Islamic Republic is a mem-
ber of BRICS of which In-
dia has been a founding
member.

At both bilateral and
multilateral levels, the In-
dia-Iran relation was ex-
pected to see multiple high
points this year as India
was getting ready to broa-
den its presence in Iran’s

Chabahar port, which is of
crucial importance for
both India’s connectivity
plans with Central Asia
and Russia as well as for its
newly unfolding partner-
ship with the anti-Pakistan
Taliban administration in
Afghanistan. Iran joined
BRICS as a full member on
January 1, 2024, as the
grouping expanded by in-
cluding Iran, Egypt, Ethio-
pia, and the United Arab
Emirates at the 2023 sum-
mit in South Africa. 

O�cials said that as a
member of the BRICS,
Iran’s President may not
face legal hurdles while
travelling to India for the
summit. 

Trump’s latest 25% tari�
warning brings India-Iran
ties under renewed strain
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Iran Foreign Minister Syed

Abbas Araghchi is expected 

to visit India this month.

Union Home Secretary Go-
vind Mohan has written to
the States to send more In-
dian Police Service (IPS) of-
�cers on Central deputa-
tion. 

The deputation is to �ll
middle to senior positions
in the Central Armed Pol-
ice Forces (CAPFs) and
Central Police Organisa-
tions (CPOs), including the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation and the National In-
vestigation Agency.

The letter sent to the
States in the �rst week of
January comes though the

Supreme Court on October
28, 2025, dismissed a re-
view petition �led by the
Centre against the court’s
May 23, 2025, ruling to
“progressively reduce” the
deputation of IPS o�cers

in the senior administra-
tive grade or up to the rank
of Inspector-General in the
CAPFs.

At present, 20% posts in
the rank of Deputy Inspec-
tor-General (DIG) and 50%
in the rank of Inspector-
General (IG) in the CAPFs
are reserved for IPS o�c-
ers. The court’s decision is
meant to reduce the IPS
dominance in the CAPFs. 

Posts vacant 
As on December 23, of the
188 posts at the DIG/IG le-
vel that are reserved for
IPS o�cers in the CAPFs
such as the BSF and the
CRPF, 36 posts are vacant.

The letter by Mr. Mohan
said 40% of senior duty
posts in each cadre are ear-
marked as Central Deputa-
tion Reserve. “However,
some of the States/cadres
do not send su�cient num-
ber of nominations for
deputation. Many a time,
the States send more
names of senior IPS o�c-
ers, but do not propose the
names for appointment to
the posts of Superinten-
dent of Police to Inspector-
General. It would, there-
fore, be appropriate if a
conscious attempt is made
by the States to forward the
nominations of o�cers for
deputation in such a man-

ner that o�cers of di�e-
rent levels/ranks are adeq-
uately and proportionately
represented as well as ev-
ery eligible o�cer gets an
opportunity to serve at the
Centre,” the letter stated.

“Sometimes State go-
vernments withdraw the
names of o�cers from o�-
er, subsequent to their se-
lection to a post or do not
relieve them for taking up
the assignment at the
Centre. This results in con-
siderable delay in their
placement at the Centre
and adversely impacts the
entire process of selection,
deputation and cadre man-
agement,” it said.

Send more IPS o�cers to Centre, Union
Home Secretary tells States despite SC order
Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Govind Mohan

more months, citing conti-
nuing political uncertainty.

The Council of Ministers
said that there was no justi-
�cation in extending Go-
vernor’s Rule, as the Zoram
People’s Movement (ZPM)
enjoyed a clear majority.

Mizoram Governor Vijay
Kumar Singh extended Go-
vernor’s Rule in the Chak-
ma Autonomous District
Council (CADC) for six

Governor’s Rule in Mizoram
tribal council extended 
The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Ministry of Informa-
tion & Broadcasting and the
O�ce of the Principal
Scienti�c Adviser (PSA) to
the Government of India on
Tuesday marked the culmi-
nation of “Inspiring Innova-
tors-Naye Bharat Ki Nayi
Pehchaan”, in collabora-
tion with the Net�ix Fund
for Creative Equity. 

In partnership with
Graphiti Studios, the initia-
tive promotes socially rele-
vant innovation via story-
telling, the Ministry said.

I&B Ministry
collaborates
with Net�ix
for project

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Jaishankar holds

talks with Rubio

External A�airs Minister S.

Jaishankar spoke on phone to

U.S. Secretary of State Marco

Rubio focusing on cooperation

in trade, critical minerals,

nuclear energy, and defence.

He said he had a “good conver-

sation” with Mr. Rubio and they

agreed to remain in touch. 
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C
ontinuing her tirade
against the Election
Commission for the

ongoing special intensive
revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, West Bengal Chief Mi-
nister Mamata Banerjee on
Tuesday said that if poet
and freedom �ghter Rabin-
dranath Tagore had been
alive, even his name would
have been deleted from the
voter list.

“The CEC must answer
how he can delete half of
the electorate, and decide
who forms the government
[in West Bengal],” she said,
coming down heavily on
Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Gyanesh Ku-
mar. 

The Chief Minister reit-
erated that prominent citi-
zens of the State — includ-
ing Nobel Laureate
Amartya Sen, Bengali poet
Joy Goswami, and three-
time Trinamool Congress
MP Dipak Adhikari, aka

Dev — have received a sum-
mons during the SIR. She
had also made this point in
one of her �ve letters to the
CEC.

‘Declared dead’
Beyond prominent names,
the Trinamool Congress al-
so presented 10 people,
who were allegedly de-
clared dead in the draft
electoral rolls, during a ral-
ly in Cooch Behar. “All of

them were born and
brought up in Cooch Be-
har, but they were de-
clared dead by the BJP’s
stooge Election Commis-
sion,” alleged Trinamool
general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee.

Even some of those
whose names appeared on
the draft roll after the �rst
phase are now being sum-
moned to explain “logical
discrepancies” in their en-

umeration forms. This was
not part of the original SIR
veri�cation process, the
Chief Minister said, claim-
ing that it was “included as
an afterthought to add to
deletions”.

The Trinamool Con-
gress chief claimed that
the“BJP-EC nexus” is plan-
ning to remove another
one crore names from the
�nal electoral rolls. 

About 58 lakh voters’
names were deleted dur-
ing the �rst phase of the
SIR in West Bengal. 

Ms. Banerjee said that a
BJP leader had been arrest-
ed at Taldangra in Bankura
district with thousands of
forms relating to the SIR.
“The BJP has now escalat-
ed this assault on democra-
cy by ferrying in people
from other States, loading
vehicles with thousands of
Form 7, and coercively
submitting them to engi-
neer the mass deletion of
genuine voters,” the Trina-
mool Congress posted on
social media. 

BJP-EC seeking more voter
deletions in State: Mamata

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee addressing a press

conference on special intensive revision of electoral rolls. PTI

Bengal CM says CEC must answer how he can delete half of electorate, decide who forms govt.;

voters whose names appeared on draft rolls summoned to explain ‘logical discrepancies’, she adds

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA Union Home Minister Amit

Shah said on Tuesday that
the Somnath temple’s cen-
turies-long history of des-
truction and reconstruc-
tion re�ected the resilience
of India’s civilisational eth-
os rooted in Sanatana
Dharma. He described the
temple as a symbol of the
nation’s enduring faith and
traditions.

Speaking at a public
programme in Mansa town
of Gandhinagar district,
Mr. Shah said invaders who
had attempted to raze the
temple had vanished with
time, while the temple
continued to stand on the
same coastal site in Gir
Somnath district as a sym-
bol of enduring belief.

Referring to the inaugu-
ration of the “Somnath
Swabhiman Parv” by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday, Mr. Shah
said the year-long obser-
vance marked a millenni-
um since Mahmud of Ghaz-
ni’s attack on the temple in

1026. He noted that though
the temple had been des-
troyed multiple times, it
continued to be rebuilt and
remained a prominent
monument of faith.

Somnath corridor
The Home Minister said a
grand Somnath corridor
was being developed un-
der the leadership of the
Prime Minister, reinforcing
the site’s historical and cul-
tural signi�cance. Mr. Shah
said the “Somnath Swabhi-
man Parv” would be ob-
served across the country
through programmes
aimed at deepening public

awareness of India’s spiri-
tual and cultural heritage.

He recalled the role
played by leaders such as
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
K.M. Munshi, the Maharaja
of Jamnagar, and former
President Rajendra Prasad
in rebuilding the temple af-
ter Independence, describ-
ing their e�orts as an asser-
tion of national
self-respect.

During the event, Mr.
Shah inaugurated and laid
the foundation stone for
development projects
worth ₹267 crore, includ-
ing a sports complex in
Mansa, his native town. 

Somnath temple a symbol
of nation’s enduring faith
and traditions: Amit Shah 
Abhinay Deshpande
AHMEDABAD

Recalling history: Union Home Minister Amit Shah during an event

in Gandhinagar on Tuesday. PTI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
has set in motion the pro-
cess of formalising the
election of its national
working president, Nitin
Nabin, as the president of
the party. 

The election is likely to
be held on January 20. All
Chief Ministers and Deputy
Chief Ministers of BJP-
ruled States as well as State
unit presidents and nation-
al o�ce-bearers have been
asked to be present in Del-
hi for the nomination, to
be held on January 19 and
for the formal election the
next day. 

Three sets of nomina-
tions will be �led nominat-
ing Mr. Nabin for the na-
tional president’s post.
One set will have the signa-
tures of more than 20
elected BJP State chiefs.
Another will have the sig-
natures of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and BJP
leaders Rajnath Singh,
Amit Shah, and J.P. Nadda.
The third will have the sig-
natures of the members of
the BJP National Council.

Nabin likely to
be elected BJP
president on 
January 20

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A delegation of the Com-
munist Party of China, led
by Vice-Minister Sun Hai-
yan, met Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh gen-
eral secretary Dattatreya
Hosabale here on Tuesday.

The meeting went on for
around an hour at Keshav
Kunj, the RSS head o�ce in
the national capital.

This came a day after
the delegation met the se-
nior Bharatiya Janata Party
leadership here and the
two organisations dis-
cussed at length the means
to advance inter-party
communications. Sources
in the RSS said that the
meeting had been sche-
duled on a “request” by
the CPC delegation. 

“Sangh [leaders] meet

everyone, and it believes in
dialogue. They requested
and we met,” a senior RSS
leader said, while adding
that the meeting had no
speci�c agenda as the two
sides held an informal dis-
cussion over tea.

“They discussed RSS’s
organisational structure
and our functioning,” he
said.

The meeting came up

despite the RSS not inviting
the Chinese envoy for the
recent centenary year cele-
brations of the organisa-
tion. The envoy was also
not invited for the lecture
series by RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat, held in New Del-
hi and Bengaluru, which
were attended by diplo-
mats from several
countries.

Earlier meetings 
The meeting between the
CPC leaders and the RSS,
the BJP’s ideological pa-
rent, happened for the �rst
time in more than a de-
cade. In 2009, under the
leadership of then RSS spo-
kesperson Ram Madhav, a
delegation of BJP and RSS
leaders visited Beijing.

Besides, a CPC delega-
tion had paid a visit to
Keshav Kunj, in the past.

Communist Party of China
delegation calls on senior
RSS leader in New Delhi 
Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

Dattatreya Hosabale

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday allowed a retired
civil servant to withdraw
his petition seeking the re-
moval of the portrait of

Hindutva ideologue V.D.
Savarkar from public build-
ings, including Parliament.

A Chief Justice Surya
Kant-led Bench criticised
the petitioner for wasting
the time of the court with
such “frivolous petitions”.

SC allows withdrawal of
Savarkar portraits plea 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress is set to
launch the Kaam Maango
Abhiyan (Demand for
work) campaign at the end
of this month to mobilise
workers under the Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA). As part of
the initiative, party func-
tionaries will help at least
10 workers in each gram
panchayat who need em-
ployment to formally raise
a demand for work.

The move is part of a
larger programme titled
“MGNREGA Bachao San-
gram” (Save MGNREGA
movement), which the
Congress describes as a na-
tionwide struggle to res-
tore the “constitutional
rights to work, wages, and
accountability”.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said the campaign
aims to reach 2.5 lakh gram
panchayats and crores of
people. “The government
has run a bulldozer over

the MGNREGA scheme,
which is the lifeline for
crores of people in India,”
he said in a post on X, urg-
ing people to join the
campaign.

The party has also
launched a website —
www.mgnregabachao.in —
where people can join the
movement and sign a peti-
tion addressed to Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu.
The petition states: “We
strongly protest against re-
cent changes to MGNREGA
that weaken its core pro-
mise of guaranteed em-
ployment and rural empo-

werment. MGNREGA is a
constitutional Right to
Work for crores of families
and must not be diluted.
Our demands: restore the
guarantee of work; �x mi-
nimum wage at ₹400 per
day; empower Panchayati
Raj Institutions. We urge
your immediate interven-
tion to protect the spirit
and intent of MGNREGA.”

It has set up a coordina-
tion committee to monitor
the programme, with Ajay
Maken as convener and
Mr. Ramesh, Sandeep
Dikshit and Priyank Kharge
as members.

Cong. to launch ‘demand for
work’ campaign to mobilise
MGNREGA workers soon
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Voicing dissent: Congress workers staging a protest in Noida as

part of the party's nation-wide ‘MGNREGA Bachao Sangram’. PTI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
on Tuesday responded to
the Congress’s criticism of
its leaders meeting with a
Communist Party of China
delegation the previous
day, stating that it was a
“formal meeting” held
“openly”, and alluded to
an “improved situation”
between the countries.

BJP spokesperson Tuhin
Sinha was responding to
Congress leader Pawan
Khera’s remarks. 

“It was a process of a
formal meeting. A formal
meeting takes place when
a situation improves. We
do it very openly,” Mr. Sin-
ha said. “We do not secret-
ly sign any MoU which we
cannot explain for years,”
he added, in an apparent
reference to the Congress
reportedly signing an MoU

with the CPC in 2018. 
“Recently, �ights res-

umed. Trade talks are also
going on,” Mr. Sinha said,
explaining the meeting by
saying “things had im-
proved” between India
and China.

Mr. Sinha said Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi had
“lost his right” to question
the Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi-led government’s
foreign policy since he had
made a baseless claim that
Indian soldiers had been
“thrashed” by Chinese sol-
diers in the Galwan Valley
clash. “Mr. Gandhi should
not be compared with our
people,” he said.

Held formal meeting
with Chinese party
team openly, says BJP 

Party leader Tuhin
Sinha also alludes to
‘improved situation’
between the 
two countries 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Noting that a delegation
from the Communist Party
of China has called on BJP
and Sangh leaders, the
Congress on Tuesday ques-
tioned the ruling party’s
double standard with re-
gard to China.

It sought disclosure of
the agenda and outcomes
of what it described as
closed-door meetings.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Congress leader
Pawan Khera accused the
BJP-led government of pur-
suing a “soft” policy to-
wards China, alleging that
this had weakened India’s
strategic position and com-
promised national interest.

Referring to the Galwan
Valley clash, Mr. Khera said
the Prime Minister’s subse-

quent remarks had e�ec-
tively given China a “clean
chit”, emboldening Beij-
ing’s assertive posture
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC). He alleged
that despite continued Chi-
nese military build-up in
eastern Ladakh, the Centre
had failed to restore the
pre-May 2020 status quo.

Mr. Khera also cited re-
marks by Deputy Chief of

Army Sta� Lt. Gen. Rahul
R. Singh, who had acknow-
ledged Chinese military
support to Pakistan during
Operation Sindoor, and
asked whether the issue
had been discussed during
the BJP-CPC interactions.

“China has been trying
to alter our map and you
respond by banning an
app,” he said. 

The Congress leader ac-
cused the government of
failing to take Parliament
into con�dence on China-
related issues, despite
what he termed repeated
territorial infringements. 

He demanded full tran-
sparency from the govern-
ment on its China policy,
including public disclosure
of the agenda, minutes and
outcomes of all meetings
between representatives of
the CPC and BJP or RSS.

Congress accuses BJP of
‘double standard’ over the
meet, seeks transparency
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Pawan Khera
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Lohri is a very signi�cant religious and cultural festival ce-
lebrated across north India. O�ering thanksgiving to the
Sun God, Lohri heralds the end of the dark, dreary win-
ters and the beginning of warm days. It also signi�es
cleansing oneself of inner darkness and seeing the light of
divinity. Anthropologically, it is related to the agricultural
calendar. It heralds the harvesting of Rabi crops. It is
linked to the solar calendar, said Prof. Kumool Abbi. It
marks the movement of the Sun from Makar (Capricorn)
to the north, signifying the last day of the month of Paush.
A bon�re is lit and oblations are o�ered to the sacred �re.
Sesame, peanuts, popcorn, pu�ed rice and jaggery are
o�ered.

The �re is considered to be alive and pure. A solemnisa-
tion of marriage or the birth of a male child is celebrated.
The festival of Lohri signi�es abundance, bounty, prosper-
ity, fertility, symbolising joy, brightness, warmth, conti-
nuity, copiousness; above all, it is a celebration of com-
munity spirit. 

Lohri is a precursor to the festivals of Maghi, Pongal
and Bihu throughout India. The Sikh religion commemo-
rates the sacri�ce of 40 muktas and the Maghi Mela at
Muktsar. Lastly, the festival of Lohri invokes many le-
gends, the most popular being the one linked to Punjab’s
Robin Hood, Dulla Bhatti; an outlaw during the reign of
Akbar, he is credited with saving the honour of two Hindu
Brahmin girls and got them married on Lohri. The sight of
children going around homes, chanting Sundri Mundri

ho, tera kaun vichara ho, Dulla Bhatti wala ho, asking for
Lohri, is an integral part of the Punjabi folklore.

Lohri: let darkness vanish

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

Amid the rising concern among apple growers
over the reduction in duties on apples imported
from New Zealand to India, as part of a new free
trade agreement (FTA) between the two
countries, Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on Tuesday said he
would �rmly raise the issue before the Union
government to protect the interests of the local
growers. In Shimla, chairing a meeting with
representatives of progressive orchardists of the
State, the Chief Minister listened to their concern
over the Centre’s move of slashing import duty
on New Zealand apples from 50% to 25%, which
the growers assert would severely impact their
livelihoods. 

Himachal CM to raise apple
import duty issue with Centre

The Army on Tuesday activated
counter-unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) or
drones along the Line of Control (LoC) following
multiple drone sightings in the Pir Panjal Valley’s
Rajouri district. Drones were sighted along the
LoC, and the Indian Army activated
counter-drone measures, o�cial sources said.
Drone sightings were reported in Rajouri’s
Chingus and Manjakote between 7 p.m. and 7.35
p.m. Security forces opened �re at the drones.
“Later, the drones disappeared. The situation is
under watch,” o�cials said. Earlier this week,
about �ve drone sightings were reported in the
Jammu division. 

Army activates counter-drone
measures at LoC in Rajouri

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Mythical)

Solve this puzzle online and 

access more puzzles at

https://crossword.thehindu.com

Across

6. Members of Parliament sent back message online (5)

7. Ordered tunics, extremely chic and short (8)

10. Naughty kid falling o� dickey seat somehow finds precious stone
(4,3)

11. Knight abandoning folk and a lady? That's right! (7)

12. Greek character charges plagiarists (7)

13. Welcome revolutionary writer joined by supporter at church (7)

14. Admired Rose (11)

19. Some diplomat! He is truly a rationalist (7)

21. Dismiss a small-time cheater essentially in card game (7)

23. This could endanger perhaps when pin's finally removed (7)

25. Bank branch faced with strike (7)

26. The blue ocean set frequently shown on TV (8)

27. Secures loose openings, checks kitchen shutters primarily (5)

Down

1. Basmati rice cooked without soaking it methodically at first —
that could be the source of digestive problems (8)

2. Consumer court checks legal claim (6)

3. Fools supported by school, auditor's suggested review (10)

4. An extremely common issue — ultimately a problem for teenagers
(4)

5. Bill joins American secret service — it has several branches? (6)

6. Goes cycling around California to get away (6)

8. People discourage one going out for a little alcohol (7)

9. Fast-moving ships (5)

13. Remove vital parts from tea-service needing repair (10)

15. Most strait-laced companion for Archbishop (7)

16. Kill injured asp seen in trench (8)

17. Occasionally visited Coal Region for consignment (5)

18. Accountant cuts up plant (6)

20. Reportedly mended shoes like stilettos (6)

22. Smart doctor gets into line deviously (6)

24. Prepared Arabic cheese (4)
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SCAN TO PLAY

T
he Supreme Court
on Tuesday indicat-
ed that it would im-

pose “heavy compensa-
tion” on States and also �x
accountability on indivi-
duals feeding stray dogs in
cases involving dog-bite in-
juries or fatalities. The
court underlined that such
attacks often had “lifelong”
consequences, and ques-
tioned why those feeding
stray dogs should not as-
sume responsibility by
keeping the animals within
their homes or premises.

A Bench comprising Jus-
tices Vikram Nath, San-
deep Mehta, and N.V. Anja-
ria also observed that
municipal authorities
could no longer shirk ac-
countability, as their fai-
lure to comply with statu-
tory obligations under the
Animal Birth Control (ABC)
Rules, 2023, had exacer-
bated the crisis.

“For every dog bite, for
every death, we are likely
to �x heavy compensation
to be paid by States for not
making the requisite arran-
gements and not doing
anything. And we will also
�x liability on dog feeders.
You take them to your
house, keep them. Why

should they be allowed
everywhere… frightening
people, biting and chas-
ing? Remember that the
impact of a dog bite is life-
long,” the Bench said.

Plan of action
However, the judges clari-
�ed that they were not
seeking to dilute the ABC
Rules but were instead call-
ing for accountability for
prolonged non-com-
pliance with statutory
mandates. They indicated
that both the Centre and
the States would be re-
quired to place on record

whether any concrete plan
of action existed to address
the stray-dog menace.

“We need to call upon
them to answer what they
have done, why they have
not done so, and what
their plan of action is...
The problem has multi-
plied manifold. We only
want the implementation
of these statutory provi-
sions,” Justice Nath said,
addressing a large number
of senior advocates ap-
pearing for animal rights
groups.

The judges also ex-
pressed their dissatisfac-

tion with the pace of the ar-
guments, observing that
the proceedings were tak-
ing on the character of a
public debate.

“Nobody is allowing us
to pass orders, and eve-
ryone is simply arguing.
We are on the fourth day,
and arguments are not
concluding.... We are not
saying the ABC Rules are
bad or that the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Act
should go. We want the im-
plementation of statutory
provisions. But allow us to
work and proceed further,”
the Bench said.

The oral observations
were made during the top
court’s ongoing suo motu

proceedings aimed at
framing a national frame-
work for stray dog manage-
ment and addressing the
persistent non-compliance
of municipal authorities
with the ABC Rules. The
court said that it would
continue hearing the mat-
ter on January 15.

Senior advocate Menaka
Guruswamy, appearing for
an animal shelter, submit-
ted that the ABC Rules,
which endorse the Catch-
Neuter-Vaccinate-Release
model, re�ected Parlia-
ment’s wisdom and were
intended to be implement-
ed in “letter and spirit”. 

SC says it will impose ‘heavy
compensation’ for dog bites

The top court says municipal authorities can no longer shirk

accountability. FILE PHOTO

The top court says that attacks often have ‘lifelong’ consequences, and questioned why those

feeding stray dogs should not assume responsibility by keeping the animals within their homes

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI The two patients who were

suspected of being infected
by Nipah virus in North 24
Parganas district of West
Bengal remained in a criti-
cal state on Tuesday. They
are undergoing treatment
at a private healthcare fa-
cility in Barasat city, the
same hospital where both
patients worked.

Sources told The Hindu

on Tuesday that one of the
patients had tested positive
for Nipah, and the report
for the other patient was
awaited. The two showed
Nipah-like symptoms
when their samples were
tested at the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences-
Kalyani. The samples were
then sent to the National
Institute of Virology (NIV),
Pune for recon�rmation.

One of the patients has
reportedly gone into a co-
ma, while the other person
remained in ventilator sup-
port on Tuesday. Report-
edly, both patients were on
duty in the hospital for the
past few days. They had
fever during these days af-
ter which they were
admitted.

Both private and public
hospitals in West Bengal
are preparing for any ad-
verse rise in the number of
cases. The IDBGH (Infec-

tious Diseases and Belegh-
ata General Hospital) in
Kolkata has prepared a un-
it for Nipah virus patients,
o�cials said on Tuesday.
An expert committee has
been formed, helpline
numbers have been
launched, and a standard
operating procedure (SOP)
has been developed for all
hospitals. 

“Do not panic but stay
alert. We have already
started contact tracing and
an SOP has been deve-
loped and deployed,” West
Bengal Chief Secretary
Nandini Chakraborty had
said on Monday.

Contact tracing has be-
gun across North 24 Parga-
nas, Purba Bardhaman,
and Nadia, because the
two patients had returned
from Bardhaman’s Katwa
town recently.

Two with suspected
Nipah infection in
West Bengal critical

Hospitals in West Bengal are

preparing for any adverse rise

in the number of cases. 

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

The Union government has
swung into action to com-
bat digital arrests, which
has deprived citizens,
mostly elderly and the vul-
nerable, of thousands of
crores of hard-earned mo-
ney, by forming an inter-
departmental committee
chaired by its Special Se-
cretary (Internal Security)
Ministry of Home A�airs.
The committee has held
multiple meeting, and re-
presentatives of the online
platforms Google, What-
sApp, Telegram and Micro-
soft attended the latest.

The government has in-
formed the Supreme
Court, which is hearing the
case on January 13, in a sta-
tus report that inputs to
combat digital arrest
scams have been received
from the Department of
Telecom (DoT) and the Re-

serve Bank of India (RBI).
The high-level inter-de-

partmental committee
(IDC) was formed on De-
cember 26, and has o�-
cials from multiple agen-
cies to “comprehensively
examine all facets of the is-
sue of digital arrests”.

Chaired by the Special
Secretary (Internal Securi-
ty), the IDC has representa-
tions at the level of Joint Se-

cretary and and above,
o�cers from the Ministry
of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology(Mei-
tY), DoT, Ministry of Exter-
nal A�airs, Department of
Financial Services, Minis-
try of Law & Justice, Minis-
try of Consumer A�airs,
RBI, Central Bureau of In-
vestigation, National Inves-
tigation Agency, Delhi Pol-
ice, and Indian Cyber

Crime Coordination
Centre (I4C), with its Chief
Executive O�cer acting as
the member-secretary.

Attorney-General R.
Venkataramani would at-
tend the meetings of the
IDC on a regular basis. 

The IDC was formed af-
ter a Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant had directed inter-de-
partmental Ministerial
consultations, under the
guidance of the Attorney
General, to clear the way to
end the bane which has af-
fected a large populace. 

The Centre said the IDC
would examine and guide
enforcement agencies exa-
mine “real-time issues”;
identify relevant legisla-
tions, rules, circulars and
implementation gaps, sug-
gest corrective measures
and provide inputs for
further directions, as may
be required, by the Su-
preme Court. 

Inter-departmental panel formed to
combat ‘digital arrests’: govt. to SC
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The committee would guide enforcement agencies examine

real-time issues and provide inputs. REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

The Supreme Court, in a
judgment on Tuesday, said
that equality in society had
to start in school, where
the child of a multi-millio-
naire or a Supreme Court
judge had to sit shoulder-
to-shoulder with a child of
an autorickshaw driver or
a street vendor.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice P.S. Narasimha elabo-
rated that the obligation of
the government under the
Right to Education Act
(RTE) to ensure that neigh-
bourhood schools admit
children belonging to
weaker and disadvantaged
sections has an “extraor-
dinary capacity to trans-
form the social structure of
our society”.

“The statutory design
[of the RTE Act] is norma-
tively ambitious. It envisag-

es elementary education
for all children, across the
spectrum of class, caste,
gender and economic posi-
tion, in a shared institu-
tional space. It makes it
possible, normatively and
structurally, for the child of
a multimillionaire or even
of a judge of the Supreme
Court of India to sit in the
same classroom and at the
same bench as the child of
an autorickshaw driver or
a street vendor,” Justice Na-

rasimha, who authored the
judgment, wrote.

The top court’s judg-
ment rose from the bitter
experience of the petition-
er, Dinesh Biwaji Ashtikar,
who was quietly snubbed
o� when he had ap-
proached a neighbour-
hood school to admit his
children for free and com-
pulsory elementary educa-
tion in 2016.

“It is his case that, even
though information

through RTI indicated that
seats were available, the
neighbourhood school did
not respond,” Justice Nara-
simha narrated.

The judge observed that
educating “young India”
and achieving “equality of
status” demanded an ear-
nest implementation of the
constitutional right under
Article 21A to free and com-
pulsory education, fol-
lowed by the statutory
mandate of the 2009 Act.

‘National mission’
“Ensuring admission of
such students must be a
national mission and an
obligation of the appro-
priate government and the
local authority. Equally,
courts, be it constitutional
or civil, must walk that ex-
tra mile to provide easy ac-
cess and e�cient relief to
parents who complain of
denial of the right,” the Su-
preme Court declared.

Equality in society has to start in
school, says Supreme Court
Krishnadas Rajagopal
Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI
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MARKETS
�

MARKET WATCH

TUESDAY % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 83,628 dddddddddddddddddddddd -0.30

US Dollar dddddddddddddddddddddddddd 90.23 dddddddddddddddddddddd -0.06

Golddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 1,45,000 ddddddddddddddddddddddd 0.27

Brent oildddddddddddddddddddddddddddd65.81 ddddddddddddddddddddddd 3.76

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Enter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2158.50. . . . . . . . -13.10

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1428.60. . . . . . . . -14.90

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 7311.50. . . . . . . . . . 43.00

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2886.30. . . . . . . . -10.10

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1262.00. . . . . . . . -12.20

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 9554.00. . . . . . . . . . 63.00

Bajaj Finserv . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2011.20. . . . . . . . . . 12.30

Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 949.00. . . . . . . . . . -2.90

Bharat Elec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 413.70. . . . . . . . . . -4.00

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2026.90. . . . . . . . -17.10

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1448.30. . . . . . . . -16.90

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 428.90. . . . . . . . . . -3.40

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1191.30. . . . . . . . -24.20

Hindustan Unilever .. . . . . . . . . . . 40.20. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 7404.00. . . . . . . . -32.00

Eternal Ltd.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 294.55. . . . . . . . . . . . 9.30

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2774.20. . . . . . . . -32.50

HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1665.00. . . . . . . . . . -2.60

HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 937.35. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.40

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 748.50. . . . . . . . . . -6.15

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 936.30. . . . . . . . . . 16.15

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2389.50. . . . . . . . -16.70

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1437.00. . . . . . . . . . 23.90

IntGlobeAvi. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4759.50. . . . . . . . -90.50

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1599.00. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.10

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 334.70. . . . . . . . . . -3.70

Jio Financial Servic-

es Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 284.60. . . . . . . . . . -3.65

JSW Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1178.10. . . . . . . . . . -4.60

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2132.60. . . . . . . . . . -0.70

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3887.40. . . . . . -131.60

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3661.50. . . . . . . . -20.50

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 16426.00. . . . . . -156.00

Max Healthcare . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1028.20. . . . . . . . . . 14.50

NestleIndia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1318.70. . . . . . . . . . . . 6.30

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 337.90. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.45

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 243.78. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.07

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 258.80. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.25

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1452.80. . . . . . . . -30.40

SBI Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2082.40. . . . . . . . -15.60

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1028.45. . . . . . . . . . 13.30

Shriram Finance

Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 979.05. . . . . . . . . . . . 6.25

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1728.70. . . . . . . . . . -7.30

TataConsumerPro-

duct . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1189.40. . . . . . . . . . -2.90

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 182.57. . . . . . . . . . -0.67

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3268.00. . . . . . . . . . 28.40

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1614.80. . . . . . . . . . 28.70

Titan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4239.20. . . . . . . . . . . . 7.60

Tata Motors PV . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 349.75. . . . . . . . . . -0.80

Trent Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3921.90. . . . . . -134.50

UltraTech Cement . . . .. . . . . 12044.00. . . . . . . . -54.00

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 264.20. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.10

The initial public o�ering of Bharat Coking Coal
Ltd got subscribed a massive 146.81 times on the
�nal day of bidding on Tuesday, led by heavy
investors’ participation. The ₹1,071-crore IPO
received bids for 50,93,44,51,200 shares against
34,69,46,500 shares on o�er, as per NSE data.
The portion meant for quali�ed institutional
buyers (QIBs) attracted a whopping 310.81 times
subscription. Non-institutional investors’ quota
fetched 258.04 times subscription. PTI

Bharat Coking Coal IPO
subscribed 146.81 times 

INBRIEF
�

Amagi Media Labs said it had raised ₹805 crore
from marquee anchor investors including SBI
MF, ICICI Prudential MF and HDFC MF ahead of
its ₹1,789-crore public issue, which opened for
subscription on Tuesday. The company allotted
2,22,95,799 equity shares to 42 anchor investors
at ₹361 per share. The top three domestic mutual
funds – SBI MF, ICICI Prudential MF, and HDFC
MF – had picked up around 40% of the total
anchor book, it said.

Amagi raises ₹805 cr. from
marquee anchor investors

Cybersecurity company CloudSEK on Tuesday
said it had raised $10 million (about ₹90 crore)
from Connecticut Innovations, the strategic
venture capital arm of the State of Connecticut.
CloudSEK co-founder and CEO, Rahul Sasi, said
the investment not only ampli�ed the company’s
global trajectory but also symbolised the rise of
Indian cybersecurity innovation on the world
stage. The �rm has raised the funds at an
enterprise valuation of close to $200 million. PTI

CloudSEK raises $10 million 
from Connecticut Innovations

Sentynl Therapeutics Inc,
wholly owned by Zydus Li-
fesciences, has received
U.S. FDA approval for Zy-
cubo (copper histidinate)
for treatment of Menkes
disease in paediatric
patients.

Zydus drug for
Menkes gets 
U.S. FDA nod 

I
ndia’s overall trade
scenario is not likely
to face much of an im-

pact if it were to stop trad-
ing with Iran in response to
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s new threat of a
25% tari� on any country
doing business with Iran,
o�cial data showed. 

However, it could tem-
porarily impact some sec-
tors such as rice, tea, fresh
fruits, and essential oils, as
per the data.

“E�ective immediately,
any Country doing busi-
ness with the Islamic Repu-
blic of Iran will pay a Tari�
of 25% on any and all busi-
ness being done with the
United States of America,”
Mr. Trump posted on
Truth Social early morning
on January 13. 

Mr. Trump’s actions are
in reaction to the Iranian
government’s apparent
crackdown on protestors
in that country.

India has a history of
stopping or reducing trade
with Iran in response to
U.S. actions. India’s trade
with Iran declined signi�-
cantly after 2019, following
the sanctions imposed on
that country by the U.S.
However, even prior to
this, the overall trade levels
had remained relatively
small, with the two coun-
tries largely engaging with
each other in a few sectors.

According to trade ex-
perts, if India were to stop
trading with Iran, while
some sectors might feel
short-term pain, Iran’s
share is small enough that
India will soon be able to
�nd alternatives. Others
say that most of what India
exports to Iran can be clas-
si�ed as humanitarian pro-
ducts, and so it remains to
be seen whether they will
be counted as “doing busi-
ness” with that country.

“As we all know that the
trade with Iran is outside
the sanctions imposed by
U.S., given the humanitar-
ian nature of most of these
products,” the Federation
of Indian Export Organisa-
tions (FIEO) said in a state-
ment. “And therefore,
FIEO is of the view that the
impact of additional 25%
tari� imposed by U.S. on
any country doing busi-
ness with Iran will almost
have no impact on India.”

An analysis by The Hin-

du of the latest trade data

with the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry shows
that Iran accounted for
0.26% ($764.5 million) of
India’s total exports in
FY26 up to November
2025. This share has been
falling consistently since
FY20, when Iran’s share in
India’s exports was 1.1%.

Of India’s exports to
Iran, a whopping 61% ($756
million) in 2025-26 so far
was basmati rice. If India
were to stop exporting to
Iran in response to the U.S.
tari� threats, this is a sec-
tor that could face some
pain as basmati rice ex-
ports to Iran made up 13.1%
of India’s total basmati rice
exports this year.

The other sectors that
might feel an impact are
tea, with Iran making up
5.6% of India’s tea exports,
essential oils (5.4%), and
fresh fruits (5.3%).

Iran’s share in India’s to-
tal imports stood at 2.7% in
FY17, and was 0.04% as of
November 2025. 

Trump’s latest tari�
threat on Iran to have
little impact on India 

Firing line: Trump’s actions are in reaction to the Iran government’s

apparent crackdown on protestors in that country. REUTERS 

India’s trade with Iran declined signi�cantly after 2019 following U.S.

sanctions against that country, while overall trade levels have been small

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Rice exporters sought the
Union Commerce Minis-
try’s help on Tuesday to
clear pending dues from
importers in Iran amid
growing civil unrest in that
country, one of the major
importers of basmati and
other varieties of Indian
rice. While Iran continues
to be one of India’s most
signi�cant destinations for
basmati rice, the current �-
nancial year has seen
growing stress on order
�ows, payment cycles, and
shipment schedules due to
the prevailing instability in
the country, the Indian
Rice Exporters Federation
(IREF) has said in an advi-
sory issued to its members.

The IREF’s o�ce-bear-
ers met senior Commerce
Ministry o�cials and ap-
prised them of the situa-
tion. The IREF said in a re-
lease that the immediate
fallout of the situation in
Iran is evident in Indian
markets too, where basma-
ti prices have softened

sharply within days. 
“Exporters must exer-

cise heightened caution,
particularly with respect to
credit exposure and ship-
ment timelines,” the IREF’s
statement said. India ex-
ported 5.99 lakh tonnes of
basmati rice worth $468.10
million to Iran during
April-November of the
2025-26 �nancial year, ac-
cording to the IREF. The
prices of popular domestic
basmati rice varieties, in-
cluding 1121, 1509, and
1718, have fallen by about
₹5 in a week. 

“Iran has historically
been a pillar market for In-
dian basmati. However, the
current internal turmoil
has disrupted trade chan-
nels, slowed payments and
dented buyer con�dence,”
the IREF’s national presi-
dent Prem Garg said in the
statement. 

“Importers have con-
veyed their inability to ho-
nour existing commit-
ments and remit payments
to India, creating uncer-
tainty for exporters,” the
IREF said.

Large serving: Iran continues to be one of India’s most significant

destinations for basmati rice. KAMAL NARANG

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Rice exporters seek
Commerce Ministry’s
help to clear payments

The Passenger Vehicle PV)
segment clocked highest-
ever sales in a calendar
year (CY) at 44.90 lakh un-
its in CY25, growing 5%
year-on-year driven by Q3
o�take, as per data from
Society of Indian Automo-
bile Manufacturers (SIAM).

This segment also post-
ed its highest-ever sales of
12.76 lakh units in Q3 of
2025-26, registering a
growth of 20.6%.

“This robust perfor-
mance was supported by
improved a�ordability fol-
lowing the GST rate reduc-
tion, bene�ts from perso-
nal income tax relief and
successive repo rate cuts
by the RBI, easing �nanc-
ing costs and a renewed
sense of optimism among
buyers, which together
helped in boosting con-

sumer demand in this fes-
tive quarter,” SIAM said.

“Growth during the year
has been broad-based
across segments with PV,
commercial vehicles and
three-wheelers recording
the highest-ever sales,”
said Shailesh Chandra,
president, SIAM.

Looking ahead, the in-
dustry expects the positive
momentum to continue
well into 2026.

PV sales climb 5% in
CY25 on GST, rate cut

For December, PV local sales

grew 29% YoY to 3,49,170 units. 

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Petroleum Minister Har-
deep Singh Puri met Pre-
mier of the Canadian pro-
vince of British Columbia
David Eby to discuss the
prospects for LNG projects
in the region, cooperation
in green hydrogen, LPG
imports, critical minerals,
and aspects related to
energy sector. 

“Held excellent discus-
sion on fruitful India-Cana-
da partnership as India
moves ahead with momen-
tum towards attaining
energy self-su�ciency,
green transition and Net
Zero targets under the lea-
dership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,” Mr. Puri
posted on social media,

Mr. Eby is leading a
trade mission to India and
would be meeting govern-
ment and business leaders

in New Delhi, Mumbai,
Chandigarh and Bengalu-
ru. The objective is to “pro-
mote British Columbia’s
business, critical minerals
and sustainable wood pro-
ducts, supporting work to
build a more independent
economy,” read a govern-
ment statement. 

The outreach forms part
of a larger diversi�cation
e�ort emanating from Ot-
tawa as the North Ameri-
can country reels under
“unjusti�ed tari�s from
the U.S.” 

Canada’s Minister for In-
ternational Trade Manin-
der Sidhu also met Mr. Puri
to discuss bilateral hydro-
carbon trade between the
two nations in November
last year. The bilateral hy-
drocarbon trade scaled to
$226.45 million in FY2024-
25 and held “substantial
upside potential”, Mr. Puri
had mentioned then.

British Columbia’s
Eby, Puri hold talks

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In a bid to explore meth-
ods to avert market risks
and provide steady in-
come, the Pension Fund
Regulatory and Develop-
ment Authority (PFRDA)
said it constituted an exp-
ert committee to develop a
framework for assured
payouts under the National
Pension Scheme (NPS). 

The 15-member panel,
chaired by M. S. Sahoo,
former Chairperson, Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy
Board of India (IBBI),
would comprise members
from the legal, actuarial, �-
nance, insurance, capital

markets and academic fra-
ternities. 

The panel would be re-
quired to deliberate on the
operational design for exe-
cution in terms of de�ning
lock-in periods, withdra-
wal limits, pricing mechan-
ism and fee structure; pro-

vide for consumer
protection by carving out
standardised procedures
to prevent mis-selling and
address subscribers’ ex-
pectations about the na-
ture of assurance, among
other things. 

In a consultation paper
last September, the PFRDA
noted from the subscrib-
ers’ perspective, as a
‘mark-to-market’ de�ned
contribution scheme, NPS
“leaves certain key ques-
tions unanswered, namely,
adequacy of corpus and
predictability of retire-
ment income due to fac-
tors like market volatility,
contribution persistency
and investment choices.” 

PFRDA sets up expert panel
on assured NPS payouts 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

M.S. Sahoo

Human + AI will de�ne the
future of work and nearly
all HR leaders (97%) antici-
pate that by 2027, the na-
ture of work will be shaped
by humans working along-
side AI rather than engag-
ing with it only intermit-
tently, showed a
Nasscom-Indeed study.

As per the study, this
trend signalled a shift from
AI being a supplementary
tool to becoming an inte-
gral part of everyday roles,
work�ows and decision-
making processes. 

Human + AI
will de�ne the
future of work
by 2027: study

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU
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Myanmar’s dominant pro-military party, USDP, on Tuesday claimed

a majority of elected lower house seats in the country’s junta-run

polls, which democracy watchdogs say will prolong the armed

forces’ grip. With Aung San Suu Kyi jailed and her party banned,

critics say the election ensures the junta’s dominance. AFP

Myanmar pro-military party claims
most seats in junta-run election

YANGON

AP
X

A Republican congressman introduced a Bill on Monday to annex

Greenland and make it the 51st U.S. state as President Donald

Trump threatens to seize the autonomous Danish territory. Mr.

Trump has said the U.S. will take Greenland “one way or the other,”

floating the idea of buying the territory or taking it by force. AFP

Republican congressman proposes
Bill to make Greenland 51st state

WASHINGTON

AFP
X

The Pentagon disguised a military aircraft as a civilian plane to

attack an alleged drug smuggling boat last year, killing 11, the New

York Times reported on Monday. The alleged move could violate

international laws, which prohibit combatants from “feigning

civilian status...a war crime called ‘perfidy’,” it said. AFP

‘U.S. disguised military aircraft used
in boat strikes as a civilian plane’

WASHINGTON

AFP

U
.S. President Do-
nald Trump on
Tuesday doubled

down on his threat of inter-
vention in protest-hit Iran,
telling protesters that
“help is on its way”, a day
after he claimed that Ira-
nian o�cials had reached
out to Washington for talks
amid ongoing protests and
a security crackdown in
the Islamic Republic.

“Iranian patriots, keep
protesting — take over your
institutions. Save the
names of the killers and
abusers. They will pay a big
price,” Mr. Trump wrote in
a social media post. “I have
cancelled all meetings with

Iranian o�cials until the
senseless killing of protes-
ters stops. Help is on the
way,” he added, without
explaining what kind of
“help” he is o�ering. 

On Monday, Mr. Trump
said in another social me-
dia post that he would im-
pose 25% tari� on Iran’s
trading partners. “E�ec-
tive immediately, any
country doing business
with the Islamic Republic
of Iran will pay a Tari� of
25% on any and all busi-
ness being done with the
United States of America.
This Order is �nal and con-
clusive,” Mr. Trump said.

Iran’s main trading
partners are China, Turki-
ye, the UAE and Iraq. Tur-

kiye and the UAE are close
American allies. 

Mr. Trump, who joined
Israel in bombing Iran in
June 2025 during the 12-
day war, had earlier threa-

tened to attack Iran again if
protesters were killed. “If
Iran shoots and violently
kills peaceful protesters,
which is their custom, the
United States of America

will come to their rescue.
We are locked and loaded
and ready to go,” Mr.
Trump said on January 2.
Ali Larijani, Secretary of
Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council, had res-
ponded to Mr. Trump, say-
ing “U.S. interference in
this internal matter would
mean destabilizing the en-
tire region”.

What began as a protest
by traders over falling cur-
rency and hyperin�ation
has spread into a nation-
wide protest in Iran. The
authorities have imposed
an Internet shutdown, and
cracked down on what
they call “rioters and terro-
rists” on Saturday. State
media have reported that

dozens of security person-
nel were killed by “rio-
ters”. According to Nor-
way-based Iran Human
Rights, at least 734 people
were killed during the
protests. 

Iran’s Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi, in an in-
terview with Al Jazeera,
said the government was in
talks with the protesters
and the Internet was shut
down only after “we con-
fronted terrorist opera-
tions”. In response to Mr.
Trump, he said: “We are
prepared for any eventuali-
ty and we hope Washing-
ton will choose a wise op-
tion. It doesn’t matter
which option they choose,
we are ready for it.”

Trump ‘cancels’ talks with Iran o�cials,
asks protesters to ‘take over institutions’ 

Donald Trump, who joined Israel in bombing Iran in June 2025, had

earlier threatened to attack Iran again if protesters were killed. AFP

The U.S. President, who ordered the bombing of Iran in June, tells protesters that ‘help is on the way’; ‘any country doing business with the Islamic

Republic will pay a tari� of 25% on all business being done with the U.S.’, he adds; Norway-based group claims 734 people were killed in protests 

Stanly Johny

Russia launched a second
major drone and missile
bombardment of Ukraine
in four days, o�cials said
on Tuesday, aiming again
at the power grid amid
freezing temperatures in
an apparent snub to U.S.-
led peace e�orts as Mos-
cow’s invasion of its neigh-
bour approaches the four-
year mark. 

Russia �red almost 300
drones, 18 ballistic missiles
and seven cruise missiles
at eight regions overnight,
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said.

One strike in the north-
eastern Kharkiv region
killed four persons at a

mail depot, and several
hundred thousand house-
holds were without power
in the Kyiv region, Mr. Ze-
lenskyy said.

Kyiv has grappled with
severe power shortages for
days, although Mayor Vitali
Klitschko said Monday
night’s strikes caused the
biggest electrical outage
the city has faced so far.

On Monday, the U.S. ac-
cused Russia of a “danger-
ous and inexplicable esca-
lation” of the �ghting at a
time when the Trump ad-
ministration is trying to ad-
vance peace negotiations.

Meanwhile, Russian air
defences shot down 11 Uk-
rainian drones overnight,
Russia’s Defence Ministry
said on Tuesday. 

Russia launches yet
another strike on
Ukraine’s power grid 
Associated Press
KYIV

Taiwan has reached a “gen-
eral consensus” with the
United States on a trade
deal, the democratic is-
land’s negotiators said on
Tuesday, after months of
talks.

Taiwan and the United
States began negotiations
in April to hash out a trade
deal after U.S. President
Donald Trump slapped a
32% tari� on Taiwanese ex-
ports, which was later lo-
wered to 20%, as part of
his sweep of measures
against dozens of trade
partners.

Taiwanese President Lai
Ching-te has pledged to
boost investment in the

United States and increase
defence spending as his go-
vernment tries to further
reduce the levy on its ship-
ments, as well as avoid a
toll on its semiconductor
chip exports. Taiwan’s
trade surplus with the U.S.
was the seventh highest of
any country in 2024,
reaching $73.9 billion.

Reached ‘general
consensus’ with U.S.
on trade deal: Taiwan 

Lai Ching-te 

Agence France-Presse
TAIPEI

Syria’s Army told Kurdish
forces on Tuesday to with-
draw from an area they
control east of Aleppo after
dislodging �ghters from
two neighbourhoods in the
city in deadly clashes last
week.

The move raises fresh
concerns of further �ght-
ing between the two sides,
as Syria’s Islamist govern-
ment seeks to extend its
authority across the coun-
try and progress stalls on
integrating the Kurds’ de
facto autonomous admi-
nistration and forces into
the central government.

In Qamishli, the main
Kurdish city in the coun-
try’s northeast, thousands

of people demonstrated
against the Aleppo vio-
lence, some burning pic-
tures of Syrian President
Ahmed al-Sharaa, also
known as Abu Mohammad
al-Jolani.

Syrian state television
published an army state-

ment with a map declaring
a large area east of Aleppo
city a “closed military
zone” and said “all armed
groups in this area must
withdraw to east of the Eu-
phrates” River.

The area begins near
Deir Hafer, around 50 km

east of Aleppo and extends
to the Euphrates further
east, as well as towards the
south.

On Monday, Syria ac-
cused the U.S.-backed, Kur-
dish-led Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF) of sending
reinforcements to Deir Haf-
er and said it sent its own
personnel there in
response.

The SDF is the de facto
army of the Kurds’ semi-
autonomous administra-
tion and controls swathes
of the country’s oil-rich
north and northeast, much
of which it captured during
Syria’s civil war and the
�ght against the Islamic
State group.

The SDF denied any
build-up of its personnel
around Deir Hafer.

Syrian Army tells Kurdish forces to
withdraw from area east of Aleppo 
Agence France-Presse
ALEPPO

Buses carrying displaced residents as they return to the Sheikh

Maqsoud neighbourhood in Aleppo, Syria, on Tuesday. AP

At least 100 children have
been killed by Israeli air
strikes and ground forces
in Gaza since the start of a
tenuous cease�re three
months ago, the United Na-
tions said on Tuesday.

The UN children’s agen-
cy UNICEF said that at least
60 boys and 40 girls had
been killed in the Israeli-
occupied Palestinian terri-
tory since early October.

“More than 100 children
have been killed in Gaza
since the cease�re,” UN-
ICEF spokesperson James
Elder told presspersons in
Geneva.

“That’s roughly a girl or
a boy killed here every day
during a cease�re,” he
said, speaking from Gaza
City. “These children are

killed from air strikes,
drone strikes. They’re
killed from tank shelling.
They’re killed from live
ammunition. They’re
killed from quad copters.”

“We are at 100 — no
doubt,” he said, adding
that the true number was
likely higher. “A cease�re
that slows the bombs is
progress but one that still
buries children is not
enough,” he added.

At least 100 children
killed in Gaza since
cease�re, says UN

James Elder

Agence France-Presse
GENEVA

X

French far-right leader Marine Le Pen said at the opening of an

appeals trial on Tuesday that she had “no sense” of having

committed any o�ence. A French court had found her, as well as the

party itself, guilty of operating a “system” from 2004 to 2016 using

European Parliament funds to employ RN sta� in France. AFP

France’s Le Pen says had ‘no sense’
of any o�ence as appeal trial opens

PARIS

REUTERS
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Mumbai Indians skipper Harmanpreet Kaur became the second

player after Nat Sciver-Brunt to reach the milestone of 1,000 runs in

the WPL. The 36-year-old achieved the feat during her

match-winning unbeaten 71 against Gujarat Giants. Sciver-Brunt

leads the tally with 1,101 runs followed by Harmanpreet (1016).

Harmanpreet second player 
to reach 1,000 runs in WPL

MILESTONE

EMMANUAL YOGINI
X

Delhi Capitals captain Jemimah Rodrigues said the team’s bowling

in the PowerPlay needed improvement in the WPL. “I think

definitely our PowerPlay bowling. We need to get our plans more

sorted. But again, it’s tough to bowl when Sophie Devine is in such

great form,” she said after Capitals’ loss to Gujarat Giants. 

Need to improve our PowerPlay
bowling: Capitals captain Jemimah

MATTER OF CONCERN

PTI
X

NZ’s Henry Nicholls said having a limited amount of one-day cricket

between global events makes such ODI series “more important

than ever.” He said with next ODI WC nearly two years away and

“there not being as much one-day cricket between major events, I

think that makes these series even more important”.

Limited games make ODI series
like this important, says Nicholls

QUESTION OF RELEVANCE

VIJAY SONEJI
X

Venus Williams lost 4-6, 3-6 to Tatjana Maria in the first round of the

Hobart International on Tuesday, less than a week before her

appearance at the Australian Open. The 45-year-old Venus received

a wild-card entry for the first Grand Slam event of the year. She also

lost her first-round match at Auckland last week.

Venus loses in the �rst round 
of Hobart International 

NOT THE BEST START

AP

The Men’s T20 World Cup
will commence on Febru-
ary 7. And the next ODI as-
signment that will truly
shift Indian men’s cricket’s
focus towards the 2027
ODI World Cup is nearly
�ve months away. With lit-
tle at stake, the least India
can do in the remaining
two ODIs against New Zea-
land — starting with the se-
cond match here on a fes-
tive day — is o�er
game-time to as many re-
serves as possible.

It will therefore be inter-
esting to see whether Nit-
ish Kumar is the only
forced change or whether
the team management
opts for a broader rotation
policy across departments.
The Indian think-tank was
already considering giving
Nitish a rare ODI outing;
Washington Sundar’s side
strain has all but sealed his
third ODI cap.

Ahead of the series
opener, captain Shubman
Gill had indicated that the

pace-bowling group would
be rotated. It will be inter-
esting to see if Arshdeep
Singh is handed an oppor-
tunity at the expense of
Prasidh Krishna. Both Nit-
ish and Arshdeep had ex-
tended spells during In-
dia’s optional �oodlit net
session along with Ayush
Badoni who has been
called up as Washington’s
replacement.

There is also the ques-
tion of whether head
coach Gautam Gambhir is
inclined to extend rotation
to the top three. With Rohit
Sharma, Gill and Virat Koh-
li forming a settled top-or-
der, Yashasvi Jaiswal has
been left out. Gambhir
himself faced a similar sce-
nario as a player when he,
Sachin Tendulkar and Vi-
render Sehwag were rotat-

ed as openers during the
2012 tri-series in Australia. 

It remains to be seen if
India experiments with
top-order rotation — if not
here, then in Indore — to
hand Jaiswal an opportuni-
ty. While Jaiswal took it ea-
sy, Dhruv Jurel — the re-
serve ’keeper-batter — had
a long vigil in the nets on
Tuesday. That said, few
batters would willingly sit

out a match on what pro-
mises to be a belter at the
Niranjan Shah Stadium.

While India weighs com-
binations and personnel,
New Zealand will hope to
once again punch above its
weight. Despite �elding a
largely inexperienced bow-
ling unit, the Black Caps
pushed India to the brink
in Vadodara. Michael Bra-
cewell’s side will be keen to
�nd answers to the Kohli
question. The maestro is in
imperious form, having re-
gistered �ve consecutive
50-plus scores — including
two hundreds — in his last
�ve ODI outings.

The teams (from): India:

Shubman Gill (Capt.), Rohit
Sharma, Virat Kohli, K.L. Rahul
(wk), Shreyas Iyer (Vice-capt.),
Ravindra Jadeja, Mohammed
Siraj, Harshit Rana, Prasidh
Krishna, Kuldeep Yadav, Dhruv
Jurel (wk), Nitish Kumar,
Arshdeep Singh, Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Ayush Badoni.

New Zealand: Michael Bracewell
(Capt.), Adithya Ashok, Kristian
Clarke, Josh Clarkson, Devon
Conway, Zak Foulkes, Mitch Hay
(wk), Kyle Jamieson, Nick Kelly,
Jayden Lennox, Daryl Mitchell,
Henry Nicholls, Glenn Phillips,
Michael Rae, Will Young.

Match starts at 1.30 p.m.

Focus on the XI as Men in Blue hope to seal series
NZ IN INDIA

Amol Karhadkar

RAJKOT

Fingers crossed: Nitish, right, is almost certain to take the field

while Jurel is likely to remain on the sidelines. VIJAY SONEJI Gill. VIJAY SONEJI

India’s batting coach Sitan-
shu Kotak on Tuesday
played down speculation
about an alleged communi-
cation breakdown bet-
ween senior batters Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma
and head coach Gautam
Gambhir, stressing that the
experienced duo remains
deeply involved in discus-
sions around team plan-
ning. 

“The amount of expe-
rience they (Rohit and
Kohli) have, they can share
a lot of ideas with other
players and they do dis-
cuss. They discuss with
Gautam about the ODI for-
mat, about the matches we
have, our plans going to
South Africa (for the World
Cup),” Kotak said while ad-
dressing the media here on
Tuesday.

“Most of the time, I am
there and if I am listening,
they de�nitely share the
experience and I always
see them talking. Obvious-
ly, in social media, you see
a lot of things which I try to
avoid seeing.”

Kotak was responding to

a query on how the team
management is handling
Kohli and Rohit operating
as single-format specialists
at a time when ODIs are
the least played format in
international cricket.

He explained that given
their stature and expe-
rience, the duo requires
minimal external gui-
dance, particularly when it
comes to preparation and
workload management.

“Both of them are so se-
nior and so experienced.
They de�nitely make
plans. They want to prac-
tice at all the venues. If
they feel they need to, they
go a couple of days in ad-
vance. And they practice
because they both also
have been such outstand-
ing players for India,” Ko-
tak said.

“Planning-wise and all,
they are brilliant. They
know what they need to
do. 

“They know what their
body needs, not only bat-
ting, even �tness, whatev-
er requirements they have,
so they are thorough pro-
fessionals. I don’t think
they need to be told they
need to do this or that”.

Fully committed: Kohli and Rohit are deeply involved in the team’s

way forward, says the Indian batting coach. FILE PHOTO: K.R. DEEPAK

Amol Karhadkar

RAJKOT

Rohit, Kohli discuss
ODI plans with
Gambhir: Kotak

The Niranjan Shah Stadi-
um at Rajkot has been Ra-
vindra Jadeja’s home
ground for a quarter of a
century.

But it’s a di�erent home-
coming for Jadeja this time
around. Having retired
from the T20Is and re-
called to the ODI set-up at
the expense of Axar Patel,
the 37-year-old will have to
make a signi�cant contri-
bution to consolidate his
position in the format.

In the four ODIs India
has played since his return
to the 50-over format in
November, Jadeja made vi-
tal contributions with the
bat against South Africa be-
fore having an odd failure
against the Kiwis in Vadod-
ara on Sunday. But it’s his
bowling that has let him
down. He has picked up a
solitary wicket at an aver-
age of 213 and an economy
rate of 6.26.

For a bowler with im-
maculate control, Jadeja
will know that he hasn’t
lived up to the potential so
far this home season. No
wonder then that the vete-
ran all-rounder not only
had a brief stint with the
willow on Tuesday but also
rolled his arm over.

India’s batting coach Si-
tanshu Kotak, who was Ja-
deja’s senior teammate for
Saurashtra, backed the
southpaw to come good
during Wednesday’s se-
cond ODI.

“Ravindra has already
played here, so it’s great
for him to be in Rajkot,”
Kotak said. 

“A lot of support for him
obviously. I don’t think I
should be talking about
anyone’s future. I will still
tell you that Ravindra is �t,
he is performing and as
long he is performing and
enjoying the game, any
player would want to play
and do well for India and
the team”.

Leaving no stone unturned: Jadeja not only had a brief stint with

the willow but also rolled his arm over on Tuesday. VIJAY SONEJI

Amol Karhadkar

RAJKOT

Jadeja needs to 
raise his game 
on home turf

W
hen Harman-
preet Kaur
walked out to

bat, Mumbai Indians was
struggling at 37 for two,
and the target of 193
seemed far away.

But the skipper led from
the front with an unbeaten
43-ball 71 as Mumbai In-
dians overcame early jitters
to pull o� a seven-wicket
win against Gujarat Giants
in a Women’s Premier
League �xture on Tuesday.

As a near-packed D.Y. Pa-
til Stadium chanted her
name, a calm and com-
posed Harmanpreet forged
two key partnerships — 72
o� 44 deliveries with
Amanjot Kaur for the third
wicket followed by an un-
broken 84 o� 43 balls with
Nicola Carey — as the de-
fending champion pulled
o� its highest chase in the
tournament.

While Amanjot hit a �ur-
ry of fours before falling to
Sophie Devine, Harman-
preet and Carey ensured
that there were no further
dents. The two guided the
team to a second straight
win and in�icted an eighth
successive loss on Giants in
head-to-head encounters.

As the Giants bowlers
failed to defend a big total,
it was indeed heartbreak
for Bharti Fulmali. Her un-
beaten 15-ball-36 run ca-
meo had guided Giants to
192 for �ve. The MI bowlers
operated well in the middle
overs before Bharti (36
n.o., 15b, 3x4, 3x6) and Ge-
orgia Wareham (43 n.o.,
33b, 4x4, 1x6) put on an un-
broken 56-run partnership
o� 24 balls for the sixth
wicket to turn things
around for Giants. They al-
so became the �rst team to
register 180-plus scores in
three consecutive matches
in the competition.

The Gujarat out�t re-
tired out a struggling Ay-
ushi Soni — a �rst in the
tournament — in the 16th
over. That turned out to be
a masterstroke as Bharti
came in and breathed life
into the innings. 

She survived a couple of
reviews before dealing in
fours and sixes. After scor-
ing 15 of the 16-run over by
Carey in the 19th, she
smashed Amanjot all over
the park in the �nal over.

Bharti plundered 18 out
of the 23 runs conceded by
Amanjot as she entertained
the crowd with power-hit-
ting. But, her e�orts went
in vain.

Shayan Acharya

NAVI MUMBAI

Harmanpreet-Carey
show wins it for MI

In total control: Harmanpreet hit her second successive fifty and took MI home. EMMANUAL YOGINI

The two put on 84 o� 43 balls for the unbroken fourth wicket in the

team’s highest successful chase and make it eight in a row against Giants

WPL-4

Purple patch: Carey continued her fine show. EMMANUAL YOGINI

Jugraj Singh scored his �rst
hat-trick of the season to
ensure a commanding 5-3
win for the Shrachi Bengal
Tigers against Tamil Nadu
Dragons in the Men’s Hock-
ey India League on Tues-
day. The win took Tigers to
the fourth spot.

While Jugraj became on-
ly the second player to get a
hat-trick after HIL GC’s
Kane Russell, who has
three to his credit so far,
goals from Sukhjeet (33rd
minute) and Abhishek
(55th minute) helped the
Tigers’ cause. Adrohit Ek-
ka, Thomas Sorsby and
Blake Govers found the tar-
get for Dragons. 

Bengal Tigers was quick
to get o� the blocks, but
didn’t �nd success. 

However, an infringe-
ment by the defenders saw
Dragons give away a penal-
ty stroke in the 11th minute.
Jugraj, the top-scorer in the
previous edition, kept the
ball low and came up with
a �erce shot to beat goal-
keeper David Harte to put
his team ahead.

The result: Shrachi Bengal
Tigers 5 (Jugraj 11, 43 & 45,
Sukhjeet 33, Abhishek 55) bt
Tamil Nadu Dragons 3 (Adrohit
36, Sorsby 48, Govers 51).

Jugraj’s
hat-trick does
it for Tigers 

Sports Bureau

RANCHI

HIL-MEN 

Jugraj.

GUJARAT GIANTS

Beth Mooney c & b Kerr 33 (26b,

3x4, 1x6), Sophie Devine c
Kamalini b Ismail 8 (4b, 2x4),
Kanika Ahuja c Carey b Matthews
35 (18b, 4x4, 2x6), Ashleigh
Gardner lbw b Carey 20 (11b,

4x4), Georgia Wareham (not out)
43 (33b, 4x4, 1x6), Ayushi Soni
retd. out 11 (14b), Bharti Fulmali
(not out) 36 (15b, 3x4, 3x6); Extras
(lb-4, nb-1, w-1): 6; Total (for five
wkts. in 20 overs) 192.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-22 (Devine, 2.4 overs), 2-64
(Mooney, 6.3), 3-97 (Gardner, 9.2),
4-99 (Kanika, 10.1), 5-136 (Ayushi,
15.6).

MI BOWLING

Ismail 4-0-25-1, Matthews
3-0-34-1, Carey 4-0-36-1, Kerr
4-0-40-1, Amanjot 4-0-48-0,
Sanskriti 1-0-5-0.

MUMBAI INDIANS

G. Kamalini st. Mooney b Renuka
13 (12b, 2x4), Hayley Matthews c
Devine b Kashvee 22 (12b, 3x4,

1x6), Amanjot Kaur c Gardner b
Devine 40 (26b, 7x4),
Harmanpreet Kaur (not out) 71
(43b, 7x4, 2x6), Nicola Carey (not
out) 38 (23b, 6x4); Extras (b-4,
lb-4, w-1): 9; Total (for three wkts.
in 19.2 overs): 193.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-20 (Kamalini, 2.5), 2-37
(Matthews, 4.5), 3-109 (Amanjot,
12.1).

GIANTS BOWLING

Renuka 4-0-39-1, Kashvee
4-0-33-1, Rajeshwari 2-0-22-0,
Devine 3.2-0-29-1, Wareham
2-0-23-0, Tanuja 3-0-29-0,
Gardner 1-0-10-0.

Toss: MI; PoM: Harmanpreet.

Mumbai Indians won by seven

wickets with four deliveries to

spare.

SCOREBOARD

�
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Nick Kyrgios was feted like a rockstar at an
exhibition event in Melbourne on Tuesday, but
remained adamant a decision not to play singles
at the Australian Open was the right one. The
2022 Wimbledon �nalist last week ruled himself
out of contention for a wildcard as he makes a
comeback after an injury-ravaged three years.
The Australian showman will instead focus on
doubles at the Grand Slam tournament, which
starts on Sunday. Swiss three-time Grand Slam
champion Stan Wawrinka and Australians Jordan
Thompson and Chris O’Connell were awarded
the last three wildcards.

Kyrgios stands by decision to
skip Australian Open singles

Striker Kylian Mbappe was absent as Real Madrid
coach Alvaro Arbeloa took charge of his �rst
training session on Tuesday, after replacing Xabi
Alonso at the helm of the Spanish giant. Arbeloa
was appointed on Monday, and his �rst game is
against Albacete in the Copa del Rey on
Wednesday, in which French forward Mbappe is
unlikely to feature. “Things didn’t go as I would
have liked,” Alonso, who was replaced after less
than eight months at the helm, posted on
Instagram. “Coaching Real Madrid was an
honour and a responsibility. I’m grateful to the
club, the players and above all, the fans for their
con�dence and support”.

Mbappe absent from training
as coach Arbeloa takes charge

INBRIEF
�

A
n e�cient Vidarb-
ha outclassed Delhi
by 76 runs in the Vi-

jay Hazare Trophy quarter-
�nal at the BCCI CoE (2)
ground here on Tuesday. 

Vidarbha batting �red
�rst, with Yash Rathod
(86), Atharva Taide (62)
and Dhruv Shorey (49)
playing their part to take
the side to 300 for nine.

The Delhi reply was
stunted early when fast
bowler Nachiket Bhute dis-
missed key batters Pri-
yansh Arya (28) and Nitish
Rana (0) o� successive
balls. Priyansh looked in
good touch, until he feath-
ered a delivery going down
leg. Rana’s ambitious up-
per cut landed in the safe
hands of R. Samarth at
third-man.

O�-spinner Harsh Du-
bey then went through the
middle-order, leaving Del-
hi at 123 for �ve. Anuj Ra-
wat (66, 98b, 7x4) hung
around as Delhi’s last
hope. The southpaw was
circumspect even as the
asking rate rose to 10 an ov-

er. Rawat’s plan to leave
the big-hitting to the end
failed, as he top-edged a
slower ball from Praful
Hinge to cover in the 43rd
over.

In the other quarter�nal

at the BCCI CoE (1), Punjab
whipped Madhya Pradesh
by 183 runs. After being put
in to bat, Punjab played
with positive intent from
the go and piled up 345 for
six. The top-three - Har-

noor Singh (51, 71b, 7x4,
1x6), Prabhsimran Singh
(88, 86b, 10x4, 2x6) and
Anmolpreet Singh (70,
62b, 8x4, 2x6) - provided
the perfect start.

Nehal Wadhera (56,

38b, 8x4, 1x6) and Raman-
deep Singh (24 n.o., 15b,
1x4, 1x6) had the licence to
go for the kill at the death.

Madhya Pradesh had
perhaps expected the
pitch to aid seamers, as it

did at this venue on Mon-
day. But with the sun out,
unlike overcast conditions
seen the previous day, it
was the batters who called
the shots.

Madhya Pradesh caved
in meekly on a friendly
pitch, falling to 83 for six
inside 20 overs. Expecta-
tions were high when cap-
tain Venkatesh Iyer joined
Rajat Patidar at the fall of
the third wicket, but Ven-
katesh lasted all of two
balls. Venkatesh played
down the wrong line to
seamer Sanvir Singh, and
was adjudged leg-before.

When Patidar was sent
back trying to up the scor-
ing rate, the writing was on
the wall for Madhya
Pradesh.

Karnataka will face Vi-
darbha in the semi�nal
here on Thursday while
Punjab battles Saurashtra
on the same day.

The scores: Punjab 345/6 in 50
overs (Harnoor Singh 51,
Prabhsimran Singh 88,
Anmolpreet Singh 70, Nehal
Wadhera 56) bt Madhya Pradesh
162 in 31.2 overs.

Vidarbha 300/9 in 50 overs
(Atharva Taide 62, Dhruv Shorey
49, Yash Rathod 86) bt Delhi 224
in 45.1 overs (Anuj Rawat 66,
Nachiket Bhute 4/51).

Rathod, Taide shine in the team’s 76-run victory; Prabhsimran, Anmolpreet star in Punjab’s power-packed performance against Madhya Pradesh

HAZARE TROPHY 

Vidarbha makes short work of Delhi,
sets up semi�nal clash with Karnataka 

Ashwin Achal
BENGALURU

Exhilarating stu�: Rathod and Prabhsimran were in their element coming up with aggressive half-centuries for Vidarbha and Punjab in

their respective quarterfinals. K. MURALI KUMAR

On a day that saw a slew of
retirements and upsets,
Lakshya Sen stayed in the
hunt for the year’s �rst title
with a comprehensive 21-
12, 21-15 win against com-
patriot Ayush Shetty in the
opening round of the Yo-
nex-Sunrise India Open
Super 750 event here on
Tuesday.

It was one of the few
things that went on expect-
ed lines on day one of the
competition. Lakshya, the
last Indian winner here in
2022 when it was still a
Super 500 event, raced to
an 11-3 lead against Ayush,
playing in his maiden India
Open. The youngster was
barely able to move his feet
and was unable to control
the shuttle and his shots as
Lakshya mixed his own,
making his opponent
struggle to reach the
shuttle.

It was 17-6 before Ayush
�nally found some
rhythm, reeling o� six
straight points to show
some �ght but Lakshya
closed out the game. The
20-year-old showed more
�ght in the second game,
taking a 5-2 lead and stay-
ing level till the interval but
ran out of steam to bow out
in 36 minutes.

In the women’s section,
the Treesa Jolly-Gayatri

Gopichand duo made a 21-
15, 21-11 winning start to its
campaign against Ornni-
cha Jongsathapornparn &
Sukitta Suwachai of Thai-
land. Hariharan Amsakaru-
nan and M.R. Arjun, too,
advanced to the second
round in the men’s
doubles.

But there were quite a
few upsets elsewhere, with
Canada’s Brian Yang send-
ing fourth seed Chou Tien
Chen packing 21-19, 21-11,
his compatriot Victor Lai
defeating Toma Junior Po-
pov 21-12, 16-21, 21-8, and
Chi Yu Jen upsetting

Frenchman Alex Lanier 21-
17, 21-19. Japan’s seventh
seed Kodai Naraoka, mean-
while, retired trailing 5-7 in
the second game after los-
ing the �rst to Kenta Nishi-
moto, as did China’s World
No. 11 Fang Jie Gao against
Manami Suizu of Japan.

Top results: Men: Lakshya Sen
bt Ayush Shetty 21-12, 21-15;
Brian Yang (Can) bt Tien Chen
Chou (Tpe) 21-19, 21-11; Victor
Lai (Can) bt Toma Junior Popov
(Fra) 21-12, 16-21, 21-8; Yu Jen
Chi (Tpe) bt Alex Lanier (Fra)
21-17, 21-19. 

Doubles: Sabar Karyaman
Gutama & Moh Reza Pahlevi

Isfahani (Ina) bt Zhi Ray Chen &
Yu Chieh Lin (Tpe) 21-13, 21-8;
Hariharan Amsakarunan & M.R.
Arjun bt Yew Sin Ong & EeYi Teo
(Mal) 21-15, 21-18.

Women: Ratchanok Intanon
(Tha) bt Riko Gunki (Jpn) 21-19,
21-15; Mia Blichtfeldt (Den) bt
Pin-Chian Chiu (Tpe) 21-19, 21-11;
Beiwen Zhang (USA) bt Line
Christophersen (Den) 21-17,
21-11. Doubles: Treesa Jolly &
Gayatri Gopichand bt Ornnicha
Jongsathapornparn & Sukitta
Suwachai (Tha) 21-15, 21-11; Lok
Lok Lui & Hiu Yan Tsang (Hkg) bt
Priya Konjengbam & Shruti
Mishra 21-11, 22-20, 24-22.

Mixed: Hiroki Midorikawa &
Nami Matsuyama (Jpn) bt Dhruv
Rawat & Maneesha K. 21-9, 21-10.

A day of upsets; Lakshya bests Ayush

Facile win: Gayatri and Treesa outplayed Jongsathapornparn and Suwachai. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA 

Uthra Ganesan
NEW DELHI

INDIA OPEN SUPER 750

A new year and a new ve-
nue for the India Open
have brought some old
complaints, with Danish
player Mia Blichfeldt reiter-
ating that the conditions at
the Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium left a lot to be
desired.

Blichfeldt, who had
slammed the conditions
last year as well in a social
media post, appreciated
the playing arena but insist-
ed the hygiene and weath-
er were a challenge. “I had
hoped it would be better
than the other hall, but it is
still very dirty, really un-
healthy conditions for all
players. Yesterday [Mon-
day], when I came to the
courts, birds were �ying
around and creating a
mess.” Blichfeldt also com-
plained of the intense cold
conditions, something
most players have been
concerned about. 

Delhi is facing a more-
than-usual severe winter.
The competition has been
moved from the KD Jadhav
hall to the larger main sta-
dium as a test event for the
World Championships in
August.

Blichfeldt, however, ap-
preciated the playing arena
and the e�orts being made
to improve things. 

“The arena is really
good. I like to play in condi-
tions like this. I am sure the
association and the volun-
teers are doing their best
and hoping it’s going to be
better during the World
Championships.” 

BAI secretary Sanjay
Mishra countered Blich-
feldt’s complaints. “Only
one player has had a pro-
blem, while others have ap-
preciated the facilities. Her
compatriot Viktor Axelsen
has been coming for almost
a decade and has won here
multiple times. As for the
cold, we are using heaters
as well to make things com-
fortable, but the weather is
not in our control. The rea-
son we are holding this
event here is to make sure
there are no issues during
the World Championships.
We are making note of ev-
ery small thing to ensure
they are taken care of by
then,” Sanjay told The Hin-

du.

Blichfeldt complains
about conditions again, 
BAI refutes claims 
Uthra Ganesan
NEW DELHI

Blichfeldt. FILE PHOTO

Ayush Shetty had been
prepared for a tough out-
ing against senior pro
Lakshya Sen but the
youngster admitted his
own performance in the
straight-game defeat in the
opening round of the India
Open on Tuesday left a lot
to be desired.

“It’s de�nitely not the
start I wanted. Really dis-
appointed with the perfor-
mance today, I de�nitely
wanted to do very well in
my �rst home event. But I
have one more chance at
the World Championships,
hope to change the tide
there,” Shetty admitted.

“I think I conceded a ve-
ry big lead early on but
Lakshya was controlling
the shuttle very well, they
were really fast today. I

think the momentum shift-
ed as soon as he levelled
the scores in the second
game. I was under a bit of
pressure also as he was
really pushing the pace as
well. He has a very good
defence and attack and has
a lot of variations also,” he
added.

On his part, Lakshya ad-
mitted the conditions were
challenging but hoped
things would get better go-
ing forward. 

“I didn’t expect it to be
too tricky but I think it will
get better from the second
round. We thought the hall
is big so the shuttle will tra-
vel slow but that was not
the case. There was a little
bit of wind also from both
sides so it took some time
to get adjusted. He also
started playing really well
so it was important to be
quick on the feet” he said.

Tricky a�air: Lakshya said the win against Ayush was not easy. 

SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Uthra Ganesan
NEW DELHI

It’s de�nitely not the
start I wanted: Ayush 

Badminton: Indian Open, Eu-
rosport, 10 a.m.

India vs New Zealand: 2nd
ODI, Star Sports 2 & JioHotstar,
1.30 p.m.

HIL: Sony Sports Ten 1 & LIV, 5 &
7.30 p.m.

WPL: Star Sports 1 & JioHotstar,
7.30 p.m.

Bundesliga: Sony Sports Ten 2
& LIV, 11 p.m. & 1 a.m. (Thurs-
day) 

Serie A: DAZN, 11 p.m. & 1.15
a.m. (Thursday)

LIVE TELECAST

�

Juventus kept hold of
fourth spot in Serie A on
Monday after cruising to a
5-0 win over Cremonese
and continuing its revival
under Luciano Spalletti.

Three ahead at half-time
through Gleison Bremer,
Jonathan David and Kenan
Yildiz, a Filippo Terraccia-
no own goal and strike
from Weston McKennie
made sure of a comprehen-
sive �fth win in six league

matches for Juve.
Juve is level on 39 points

with champion Napoli and
Roma, and just four behind
league leader Inter follow-

ing a dominant display in
Turin.

However Inter, Napoli
and second-placed AC Mi-
lan all have a game in hand

due their participation in
the Italian Super Cup in
Saudi Arabia, with those
matches to be played on
Wednesday and Thursday.

In LaLiga, Marcos Alon-
so scored from the penalty
spot with two minutes re-
maining to give Celta Vigo
a 1-0 win over Sevilla and
condemn the home side to
a fourth straight defeat.

The results: Serie A: Genoa 3
(Colombo 7, Frendrup 75,
Ostigard 78) bt Cagliari 0;
Juventus 5 (Bremer 12, David 15,
Yildiz 35, Terracciano 48-og,
McKennie 64) bt Cremonese 0.

LaLiga: Sevilla 0 lost to Celta
Vigo 1 (Alonso 88-pen).

Juventus routs Cremonese, stays fourth 

Agence France-Presse
TURIN

EURO LEAGUES

On target: Yildiz nets Juventus’ third goal. AP

The ICC on Tuesday “re-
quested” the Bangladesh
Cricket Board BCB to re-
consider its demand of
shifting the country’s T20
World Cup matches out of
India but the BCB has re-
fused to back down, reiter-
ating its security concerns.

In a statement, the BCB
said the board’s position re-
mains unchanged despite
the ICC’s reluctance to en-
tertain its request and both

parties will continue to “ex-
plore possible solutions”.

The BCB has written to
the ICC multiple times de-
manding that Bangladesh’s
World Cup games be shift-
ed out of India due to se-
curity concerns, but consi-
dering that the schedule
for the T20 showpiece be-
ginning February 7 is �nal-
ised, the world body is un-
likely to relent.

“While the ICC high-
lighted that the tourna-
ment itinerary has already
been announced and re-

quested the BCB to recon-
sider its stance, the Board’s
position remains un-
changed. Both parties
agreed that discussions will
continue to explore possi-
ble solutions,” the BCB
said.

“The BCB remains com-
mitted to safeguarding the
well-being of its players, of-
�cials and sta� while en-
gaging constructively with
the ICC to address the mat-
ter,” said the BCB after its
o�cials attended the video
conference with the ICC.

BCB won’t budge from its demand for
shifting T20 WC games out of India
Press Trust of India
DHAKA
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A �nal decision on wheth-
er defending Indian Pre-
mier League champion
Royal Challengers Bengalu-
ru will play its home
matches at the M. Chinnas-
wamy Stadium is likely to
be made in the coming
week.

Ever since the Maha-
rashtra Cricket Association
put out a press release ear-
lier this month thanking
RCB for a recce of the MCA
stadium in Pune, there
have been heightened ru-
mours about the franchise
shifting its matches out of
the Garden City.

The M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium has been in the
dock ever since 11 people
died in a stampede during

RCB’s title-winning cele-
brations on June 4, 2025.
Hosting matches there is
conditional to the Karnata-
ka State Cricket Associa-
tion (KSCA) implementing
the recommendations of
the Justice Michael D’Cun-
ha report, formulated as

part of the investigation in-
to the tragedy.

Recently, the State go-
vernment denied permis-
sion to hold Vijay Hazare
Trophy matches citing
non-compliance, which
meant Virat Kohli played
two games for Delhi be-

hind closed doors at the
BCCI’s Centre of Excel-
lence in the city’s outskirts.

Even Karnataka’s up-
coming Ranji Trophy
match against Madhya Pra-
desh from January 22 will
be held at the Alur
Grounds. 

Vinay Mruthyunjaya,
KSCA’s o�cial spokesper-
son, told The Hindu on
Tuesday that talks were on-
going with RCB and that
there was no o�cial con�r-
mation about the franchis-
e’s matches moving out of
Bengaluru.

“We will be able to pro-
vide an o�cial statement
next week,” he said. “With
regards to the Ranji Trophy
match, Chinnaswamy Sta-
dium was never in the pic-
ture because a lot of prepa-
ratory work is going on.”

Decision on hosting RCB’s home matches at
Chinnaswamy Stadium in the coming week 

In the spotlight: A view of the M. Chinnaswamy stadium in

Bengaluru. K. MURALI KUMAR 

N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

The AIFF �nalised the In-
dian Super League charter,
starting with the 2026-27
season, on Tuesday. The
charter has now been sent
to all clubs for feedback.

Planned for a 20-season
cycle, the ISL will be run by
a governing council and a
management committee.
The council — chaired by
AIFF president/vice-presi-
dent — will comprise 22
members, 14 of whom will
be from each of the clubs,
and three will be from the
commercial partner.

The AIFF president/se-
cretary general, vice-presi-
dent and treasurer will

complete the roster, along
with two independent
members, one nominated
by the AIFF and another by
the clubs.

The committee will run
ISL’s local operations un-
der the council’s
supervision.

The AIFF secretary gen-
eral/deputy secretary gen-
eral will chair this commit-
tee and will also have the
head of competitions and
the head of strategy from
the federation.

The committee’s eight
remaining spots will be for
ISL clubs (�ve) and the

commercial partner
(three). Among club repre-
sentatives, three will be
mutually selected by ma-
jority (by all clubs), and
two will be from the top
two teams in the season
prior (can change
annually).

The tenure of each
member of the council (ex-
cluding club representa-
tives unless there is a
change in control of the
club) and committee will
be for three ISL seasons,
commencing from the sea-
son before which they are
appointed.

No club representative
should be on the commit-
tee for two terms unless
they have served a cooling
period of three seasons
between such terms.

AIFF �nalises ISL charter

FOOTBALL

Neeladri Bhattacharjee

�

Planned for a 20-season cycle,

the ISL will be run by a governing

council and a management

committee

Dronacharya awardee C.A.
Kuttappa has returned as
the head coach of the In-
dian men’s boxing team for
a third stint, the Boxing
Federation of India con-
�rmed on Tuesday.

The Services man re-
places SAI Rohtak coach
Dharmender Yadav, who
was appointed last year.
Dharmender, however,
will continue to be part of
the men’s coaching setup.

Kuttappa had served as
head coach during the To-
kyo and Paris Olympics.

Kuttappa back
as men’s
boxing team
head coach

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

A
ustralia captain
Alyssa Healy said
on Tuesday she will

retire from cricket in
March after the team’s
home series with India,
ending a storied career.

The 35-year-old wicket-
keeper-batter has been
playing for her country for
the past 16 years since
making her debut as a
teenager in 2010.

She has played almost
300 matches across all for-
mats, blasting more than
7,000 runs and e�ecting
275 dismissals.

“It’s with mixed emo-
tions that the upcoming In-
dia series will be my last for
Australia,” said Healy,
whose husband is Australia
pace spearhead Mitchell
Starc.

“I’m still passionate
about playing for Australia,
but I’ve somewhat lost that
competitive edge that’s
kept me driven since the
start, so the time feels right
to call it a day.

“Representing my coun-
try has been an incredible
honour and I’m grateful
for one last series in the
green and gold.”

Taking over as full-time
Australia captain in 2023
from Meg Lanning, Healy
famously led the side to a
historic 16-0 whitewash of
England last year.

One of the most destruc-
tive batters and �nest wick-

etkeepers in world cricket,
she has been part of eight-
World Cup-winning
campaigns.

“Alyssa is one of the all-
time greats of the game
and has made an immeas-
urable contribution both
on and o� the �eld over
her 15-year career,” said
Cricket Australia chief

Todd Greenberg. “On be-
half of Australian cricket,
I’d like to thank Alyssa and
congratulate her on an in-
credible career that has in-
spired so many and
changed the game for the
better.”

Healy, the niece of Aus-
tralian Test great Ian Healy,
was in the commentary

box during the Australian
men’s recent 4-1 Ashes
thumping of England and
is expected to transition to
a broadcasting career.

The February-March se-
ries with India features
three T20Is, two one-
dayers and a one-o� Test in
Perth. Healy will only play
the ODIs and the Test.

Australia captain Healy to
retire after the India series
The 35-year-old wicketkeeper-batter has been playing for her country for the past 16 years; taking

over as full-time skipper in 2023, she led the side to a historic 16-0 whitewash of England last year

CRICKET

Agence France-Presse
MELBOURNE

All-time great: Healy, one of the most destructive batters and finest stumpers, has been part of 

eight World Cup-winning campaigns. FILE PHOTO: EMMANUAL YOGINI
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approach because he is convinced that’s
what is in the best interests of the team.
In an oblique sort of way, that’s a huge
show of con�dence in the batters to
follow – Shreyas Iyer, K.L. Rahul, Axar
Patel/Ravindra Jadeja, and Hardik Pandya
whenever he is available and/or selected.
Kohli no longer feels he has to be around
to �nish o� the chase, or that taking early
risks will set the side back so badly that it
will be unable to recover. At the same
time, because he is so much at home in
the one-day game, because he knows his
game inside out and because he is so
good at sizing up conditions and the
bowling so quickly, he is also aware that
the damage he can do by building on the
gains or otherwise of the opening salvo is
unquanti�able.

In the last 10 months alone, Kohli has
both �nished chases and fallen to an
aerial stroke with the �nish line still some
distance away. The former is something
everyone has come to expect of the
former captain; the latter will continue to
come as a surprise till such time that Kohli
walks out to bat because he has spoiled
Indian supporters by being at the end far
too often.

Let’s take the Champions Trophy in
Dubai last February-March as the starting
point of an admittedly limited sample size
of 12 innings. In his dozen forays to the
batting crease, Kohli has reeled o� three
hundreds and four half-centuries. The
�rst of those centuries came, almost
inevitably, against Pakistan in Dubai.
Kohli walked in at 31 for one after the �fth
over with India chasing 242 for victory,
and duly got the job done, striking the
winning four o� Khushdil Shah that also
took him to his 51st three-�gure knock in
ODIs.

A little over a week later, in the
semi�nal against Australia, India faced a
more demanding ask – 265. Australia have
been India’s bete noires in the knockout
stages of ICC events too many times for
the quarter�nal victory in the 2011 World
Cup to stand out as consolation. This was
the �rst knockout outing between the
sides since the Aussies shattered a billion
hearts into a zillion pieces in Ahmedabad
in the �nal of the 2023 World Cup. India
had overcome the Aussie challenge in the
Super Eights of the T20 World Cup in the
Caribbean alright, but this was a knockout
game, this was payback time in the same
50-over format.

Kohli’s entry point was identical to the
Pakistan game – India were 30 when Gill
was dismissed o� the last ball of the �fth
over. The stakes can never be anything
but sky-high when India face o� against
Pakistan, but there was a di�erent feel to
the semi�nal. It was Australia, pesky,
annoying and a bugbear of sorts. At stake

was a place in the �nal. So Kohli bedded
down, cautious and controlled and
singularly risk-free. His 100 not out
against Pakistan, o� 111 deliveries,
contained seven fours; 84 against
Australia came o� 98 deliveries with only
�ve fours when, with India needing 40 o�
44 with six wickets in hand on a tricky if
not hugely demanding surface, Kohli
uncharacteristically threw his hand away.

Picking leggie Adam Zampa’s googly,
Kohli backed himself to deposit the ball
over long-on but perhaps his
over-keenness contributed to him lobbing
the ball to the �elder at the boundary.
Kohli was furious with himself and spent
a few anxious moments on the balcony
with the rest of his mates until the calm of
Rahul and �re of Pandya got India home.
An aberration, we told
ourselves, a word that
we fell back on when,
in the �rst of three
ODIs against South
Africa in Ranchi in
November, he
smacked two sixes
inside the �rst 10 overs.

Little did we know
then that this was the
revamped Kohli that had
decided to reveal itself. Ranchi
was treated to seven sixes as Kohli
hammered 135 o� 120 deliveries.
Not in a chase, but while batting
�rst. Kohli
isn’t a
reluctant
six-hitter,
but he isn’t
in the Rohit
league – who is, actually?
In his �rst 293 ODI innings,
Kohli had 152 sixes – on an average, 0.52
sixes per knock. The last four, against
South Africa and now New Zealand,
have already yielded 13.

“I back myself to counterattack
now rather than just trying to play
the situation in because some ball
has your name on it,” he
rationalised after his
91-ball 93 in Vadodara on
Sunday when, again to
everyone’s surprise, he was
out playing in the air with
victory still 67 away and one of the
batters to follow (Washington Sundar) a
doubtful starter. “So, there's no point
waiting around for too long. But at the
same time, you don't play outrageous
shots. You still stick to your strengths, but
you back yourself enough to put the
opposition on the back foot.” And that’s
where the genesis of the slightly rejigged
iteration lies – the desire to dominate, to
wean away any potential pressure that

comes with the loss of a wicket, to stamp
his authority from the o� even if it means
there is a little more danger of being
dismissed early in the piece compared to
the past. In so many ways, it is an
acknowledgement from the man himself
that he doesn’t feel the need to bear the
cross all the time because there is enough
depth and experience and quality and
mettle in the others to follow. That’s not
to say that Kohli is shirking responsibility
or has suddenly chosen to go all rogue
and gung-ho. It’s another step in the
journey of evolution, a process that Kohli
is still committed to despite 557
appearances and more than 28,000 runs
at the highest level.

Kohli embarking on this adventure, for
that’s what it truly is, is a testament to his
zest to keep pushing himself and a
humbling reminder to the mere mortals
that the road to progress should not ever
come to a dead end. He could so easily
have coasted in the wake of his
well-founded reputation and continued to
be the celebrated chasemeister that instils

such dread in all comers, and no one
would have even blinked. But after

so many bites at the cherry,
Kohli still isn’t content merely

coasting. Then again, that’s
what we should have

expected of a
phenomenon to

whom setting
benchmarks and

standing out as
the example to

emulate are
second
nature.

GETTY IMAGES
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He has terrific records in all
three formats at the highest
level, but in the one-day
variant, he has been the
unquestioned lord and master
since his India debut in August
2008

�

In the last 10 months alone, the
Delhi batter has both finished
chases and fallen to an aerial
stroke with the finish line still
some distance away
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Kohli embarking on this
adventure, for that’s what it
truly is, is a testament to his
zest to keep pushing himself
and a humbling reminder to
the mere mortals that the road
to progress should not ever
come to a dead end

New avatar: Kohli has

decided that the days

of conservatism at the

start of an innings need to be

buried in the past.

VIJAY SONEJI

V
irat Kohli has been around for
so long that you’d think he
doesn’t have any more
surprises in store. But in the

last few weeks, he has revealed a new,
di�erent avatar that is as much a
re�ection of where he thinks he is at in his
cricketing career as anything else.

It doesn’t bear elaborate repetition that
Kohli is now only a one-format
international – he has been so since last
May, when he added Test retirement to
Twenty20 International sanyas after the
victorious World Cup campaign in the
Americas in June 2024. He will still play
20-over cricket, for Royal Challengers
Bengaluru in a couple of months’ time,
but on the country vs country spectrum,
it is only the 50-over format for Kohli to
reiterate his greatness and his genius.

Kohli has terri�c — slightly downgraded
from stunning in Tests after a largely
unful�lling �nal few years that dragged
his average down to a still impressive
46.85 — records in all three formats at the
highest level, but in the one-day variant,
he has been the unquestioned lord and
master since his India debut in August
2008. There has hardly been an extended
spell of frugal returns and low impact.
Those so inclined will insist that he
cracked the 50-over code very early in his
career and has made the most of his early
smarts. Those slightly less charitable
might allude to the one-day game as being
the easiest of the three widespread
versions, though what’s easy for one
might not necessarily be for another.

Kohli’s reputation as the ultimate
master of the chase is no secret. No
target, it would seem, is beyond India’s
reach till the battler from Delhi is in the
middle, calculating and recalibrating and
planning and working out the �ner
details, all with e�ortless ease. He has
pulled o� the so-called impossible so
many times, with that attention to the
minutest of factors that have allowed him
to build exponentially through the innings
and then explode with practised �air
towards the end, when too his famed
speed between the wickets has been his
steadfast ally.

There is a new avatar of Kohli now, a
more free-�owing version that is at once
exhilarating and educative. Exhilarating,
because the 38-year-old is no longer
content to just build towards a frenzy,
educative because he has taken on a new
challenge to rouse himself into action at
this late stage of what has been a
magni�cent run in international cricket.
Kohli has decided that the days of
conservatism at the start of an innings
need to be buried in the past. He has
therefore been a more proactive force
right from the get-go, looking to impose
himself on the bowling and immediately
seeking to transfer whatever pressure
might have been created from the fall of
the �rst wicket back on to the opposition.

He can do that because, well, he is
Kohli. He doesn’t charge the bowling on a
wing and a prayer, attempting to smack
the cover o� the ball because, well, that
isn’t Kohli. But from risk-averse whilst
bedding in, he has embraced greater
enterprise, making a concerted push to
call the shots at a time when the bowlers
might otherwise have begun to think that
they had a little edge by having dismissed
one of Rohit Sharma or captain Shubman
Gill.

The change of tack owes itself to
perhaps more than just one reason. It’s
not that Kohli doesn’t put a price on his
wicket anymore, it’s just that he has
voluntarily chosen to rede�ne his

R. Kaushik

Kohli 2.0 — free-�owing,
exhilarating and still the

run(ning)-machine 
His reputation as the ultimate master of the chase is no secret; it’s not that he doesn’t put a price on his wicket anymore,

it’s just that he has voluntarily chosen to rede�ne his approach
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W
hy does the idea of eating
insects provoke
discomfort, even before
taste or nutrition enters

the conversation? At an edible insects stall
during a food mela at the Science Gallery,
Bengaluru, this question surfaced
repeatedly as visitors negotiated curiosity,
disgust, and the boundaries of what they
considered “normal” food.

Many assumed they were encountering
a foreign idea. “This is eaten in other
countries, right?” was a common
question at the stall, curated under the
exhibition theme ‘Calorie’. Few realised
that eating insects has long been part of
food cultures within India itself.

Entomophagy, the practice of eating
insects, is often imagined as something
that happens elsewhere, outside India.
Yet insects have been consumed across
several Indian States for generations. This
is particularly visible in parts of Northeast
India, such as Nagaland and Arunachal
Pradesh, where insects are eaten
seasonally and sold in markets like
Dimapur’s Mava Market.

At the stall, visitors were o�ered cricket
cookies, chilli garlic crickets, and fried
silkworms. Curiosity often preceded
commitment: nearly 60% of those who
tasted the insects were trying for the �rst
time. For many, the experience was
marked by uncertainty followed by
surprise. “It was my �rst time eating
insects, so I didn’t know what to expect,”
said a student who tried the fried
silkworms. “But it turned out to be a good
experience.”

Taste makes a di�erence
Taste, more than curiosity, seemed to
shift perception. One visitor described the
silkworm as tasting “like overcooked
kidney beans”, while another, who tried
both chilli garlic crickets and silkworms,
noted the contrast clearly: “The cricket
had more �avour. The silkworm had a
more eggy texture.”

Beyond perception, insects are often
framed as an e�cient source of calories
and protein in a world facing growing
food demands. As populations increase
and food systems strain under climate
and resource pressures, edible insects are
frequently cited as a sustainable
alternative protein source.

Many insect species are rich in protein,
vitamins and micronutrients, with a much
higher proportion of their body mass
being edible, around 80%, compared to
about 55% for poultry. They also require
signi�cantly less land, water and feed to
produce the same amount of protein. For
instance, crickets need far fewer
resources than conventional livestock
such as sheep or broiler chickens, making
them an e�cient source of protein from a
production standpoint.

Yet despite these nutritional and

environmental bene�ts and despite
insects being part of many food cultures,
people are increasingly moving away
from them. Urbanisation has created both
physical and cultural distance from such
practices. Many younger generations who
have grown up or settled in cities are
often unaware that insects are eaten
across several parts of India, sometimes
even within their own home States.

Distance and disconnect
During conversations at the stall,
insect-eating was frequently framed as
something “indigenous” acknowledged
but distanced. It was seen as belonging to
rural communities rather than to urban
food cultures. In this framing, eating
insects became less about nutrition and
more about class: it did not �t into
dominant ideas of modern, aspirational
food.

Ironically, in the regions where these
practices continue, insect-based foods are
neither novel nor marginal. They are
seasonal, familiar, and often tied to
speci�c occasions and generations. Yet
from an urban lens, these foods are
frequently dismissed as backward,

revealing how ideas of progress shape
what is considered acceptable to eat.

Some visitors recognised this
disconnect. “People should start
overlooking the typical stereotypes and
experiment more,” said a working
professional, re�ecting on how
discomfort often precedes experience.
Others framed the hesitation against
sustainability concerns. “It’s a sustainable
protein source that is cost-e�ective to
produce and with low environmental
impact,” noted another visitor, pointing to
the gap between environmental
awareness and everyday food choices. 

Even among visitors who were open to
the idea, acceptance was often
accompanied by hesitation. Questions
emerged not just about taste or
sustainability, but about su�ciency and
substitution. “I’m wondering how �lling
this would be as a complete meal,” one
visitor said. “I don’t know if it can really
replace the food groups we have now.”

Others echoed this caution. “I don’t see
it becoming a staple food,” a student
visitor noted, while still describing the
stall as “a good initiative for public
health.” Alongside this, some visitors
raised ethical questions about knowledge
and credit. “If this practice is being
promoted,” one remarked, “it’s important
to acknowledge the communities and
regions it comes from.”

Low-pressure spaces
The stall did not resolve these questions;
it was not meant to. Instead, it made
visible the assumptions, hesitations and
hierarchies that shape what we call food.
It raised quieter, more uncomfortable

questions: why some foods are embraced
while others are dismissed, why
sustainability is easier to discuss than to
practise, and why foods familiar to many
communities still feel unfamiliar in urban
spaces.

From my perspective, making
insect-based foods more acceptable is as
much about form and familiarity as it is
about nutrition. At the stall, insects were
intentionally o�ered in di�erent formats,
both ground into cookies and served
whole, �avoured with garlic and chilli.
Presenting insects in processed forms
appeared to lower psychological barriers,
allowing visitors to engage with taste and
texture without the immediate discomfort
often associated with whole insects.
Public-facing experiments like food stalls
can play an important role in this process
by creating low-pressure spaces where
curiosity can precede judgement.

As Priyadarsanan Dharma Rajan, who
works on edible insects, noted, his lab,
the Insect Biosystematics and
Conservation (IBC) Laboratory at ATREE,
is increasingly focusing on developing
sustainable ways of rearing insects.
Establishing standardised rearing
protocols allows insects to be produced at
scale rather than harvested from the wild,
reducing pressure on natural populations
while ensuring consistency, safety and
nutritional quality. In this sense, changing
how insects are produced may be as
important as changing how they are
perceived.
(Sahanashree R. is Project Associate, IBC
Laboratory, Ashoka Trust for Research in
Ecology and the Environment (ATREE),
Bengaluru. sahana.shree@atree.org)

What an edible insects stall revealed
about acceptance, ‘normal’ food

Despite their nutritional and environmental bene�ts, people are increasingly moving away from insect-based foods; urbanisation has created both physical and cultural

distance from such practices; many younger generations that have grown up or settled in cities are often unaware that insects are eaten across several parts of India

Protein source: Entomophagy, the practice of eating insects, is often imagined as something that happens elsewhere, outside India. Yet insects have been

consumed across several Indian States for generations. SAHANASHREE R. 
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Many insect species are rich in
protein, vitamins, and
micronutrients, with a much
higher proportion of their body
mass being edible
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They also require significantly
less land, water, and feed to
produce the same amount of
protein as from poultry
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Insect-based foods are
seasonal, familiar, and often
tied to specific occasions and
generations in the areas where
it is consumed
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Making insect-based foods
more acceptable is as much
about form and familiarity as it
is about nutrition

Insects are often framed as an
e�cient source of calories and
protein in a world facing growing
food demands; as populations
increase and food systems strain
under climate and resource
pressures, edible insects are
frequently cited as a sustainable
alternative protein source

Sahanashree R.
BENGALURU

Q: What is the NASA Artemis II mission?

A: Artemis II is the first
crewed mission of
NASA’s Artemis
programme. It will be
the first time humans
will travel to the
vicinity of the moon

since 1972. The 10-day flight will test
the Space Launch System (SLS) rocket
and the Orion spacecraft to ensure all
life-support and navigation systems
are safe for future lunar missions.

On January 9, NASA said the
mission was in its final preparation
stages. The earliest targeted launch
date is February 6, 2026. NASA has
also identified launch windows across
February, March, and April 2026. The
rocket stack is expected to be rolled
out to Launch Pad 39B at the Kennedy
Space Centre in mid-January for the
final tests.

Artemis II has a four-person crew.
The commander is Reid Wiseman; the
pilot, Victor Glover; and Christina Koch
and Jeremy Hansen are the mission
specialists. Mr. Hansen is from the
Canadian Space Agency, the rest are
from NASA.

Rather than land on the moon, the
crew will fly in a hybrid free-return
trajectory. Specifically, after lifto�
onboard the SLS, the Orion spacecraft

will orbit the earth twice to check life
support and manual handling
capabilities. Then, it will travel around
10,300 km beyond the far side of the
moon, after which gravity will pull the
spacecraft back towards the earth for
a splashdown in the Pacific Ocean.

This mission is a critical test flight. If
it is successful, NASA will greenlight
Artemis III, which aims to land
astronauts on the lunar South Pole.

Onward and moonward
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QUESTION CORNER 

(From left) Astronauts Jeremy Hansen, Victor

Glover, Reid Wiseman, and Christina Koch,

who will be part of Artemis II. NASA
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Quiet innovation: The icosahedron ‘blades’ of a GeoWind wind turbine, designed for high e�iciency and low noise, are shown at Consumer Electronics Show 2026, an annual

trade show, in Las Vegas, U.S., on January 4. REUTERS
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Delhi’s coldest
temperature in
January in three years

3
in degree Celsius. The maximum

temperature for the day is expected

to settle around 20 degrees Celsius.

Cold wave conditions are likely to persist

over Delhi on Wednesday as well. Delhi’s

air quality deteriorated to the ‘very poor’

category with the Air Quality Index (AQI)

settling at 337. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Songs “promoting gun
violence” removed
from digital platforms

67
These songs promoting ‘gang

lifestyle’ and glorifying

weapons and violence have

been removed from digital platforms, the

Haryana Police said in a statement. Official

sources said some songs sung by Haryanvi

rappers are among the 67 songs, which

were removed in the past one year. PTI

Number of children
killed in Gaza since the
tenuous cease�re

100
At least 100 children

have been killed by

Israeli airstrikes and

ground forces in Gaza since the start of a

tenuous ceasefire three months ago, the

UN said. An official at Gaza’s health

ministry has reported a higher figure of 165

children killed during the ceasefire. AFP

Number of police
personnel deployed
for Mumbai civic polls

25,000
More

than

25,000

police personnel will be deployed across

Mumbai to oversee polling and vote

counting for the Brihanmumbai Municipal

Corporation elections. The security cover

includes senior officers. PTI

Number of new orders
booked by Boeing in
the last year

1,175
Boeing bounced

back in 2025 to

deliver the most

planes since 2018 and beat rival Airbus in

net orders for the first time in seven years

in a sign of a turnaround for the U.S.

planemaker after a series of crises. REUTERS

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far:

T
he newswire agency Reuters
reported that the Indian
government was contemplating
a requirement for smartphone

makers to disclose their source code to
third party testing agencies, and make
this code open for review. A further
requirement the agency reported was that
phone makers would have to notify the
government before pushing major
software updates to user devices. The
Union government has downplayed the
nature of these conversations, and refuted
the source code demand allegation.

What is source code?
Source code is the core repository of
software programmes and their
associated digital assets that drives a
digital system. While some parts of the
code, especially of Android phones, is
open to begin with, there are signi�cant
modi�cations and adaptations that phone
manufacturers make to that codebase.
Also, each �rm jealously guards the
technology driving these respective
changes. Source code is kept secret not
just for commercial reasons, but also as a
security measure. If a software system’s
complete inner workings are visible to a
malicious attacker, then the system is at
risk of being probed for weaknesses that
can be exploited, and can lead to data
breaches and other types of cyberattacks.

Why is such a demand controversial?
It is highly unusual for source code of any
kind of system to be disclosed outside a
company, except perhaps in sensitive
�elds like defence, and that too in speci�c
countries. Apple Inc., for instance, has
not disclosed its source code to the
Chinese government, even as the �rm has
carved out policies speci�c to that
country to make user data stored on the
cloud potentially more accessible in

response to legal requests.
These reports have come shortly after a

bruising episode for the government; just
weeks before, the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) was at the
receiving end of massive political and
public pushback due to an order it sent to
smartphone manufacturers to
“pre-install” the spam reporting app
Sanchar Saathi. There were widespread
concerns that the app could be used for
snooping at worst, and represent a
security threat by a third party attacker at
best. This was also a demand global
smartphone makers generally don’t
entertain.

But source code disclosure would be a
far more intrusive demand, as it would
require smartphone makers to essentially
expose their entire code base to a third

party. Cyber attackers that �nd and take
advantage of software vulnerabilities
often do so with aspects of computer
systems that are visible externally;
internal visibility would greatly amplify
the risks of such vulnerabilities being
found, especially if the source code
includes detailed documentation on a
system’s inner workings. As such, mobile
phone operating systems, even if they are
running on open source Android, do not
expose every detail of their actual
implementation.

Is the Indian government demanding
that source code be made public?
In 2023, the National Centre for
Communication Security (NCSS), under
the DoT, �nalised a document called an
Indian Telecom Security Assurance

Requirement (ITSAR) for “consumer
equipment”. ITSARs are technical
standards used in the Mandatory Testing
and Certi�cation of Telecommunication
Equipment (MTCTE) framework, a key
bureaucratic step for importing telecom
gear into India.

The MTCTE framework stems from the
Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Rules,
2017. However, shortly after the
Telecommunications Act, 2023 was
passed, the DoT and the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology
(MeitY) decided that the MTCTE regime
should be done away with for
smartphones, which already go through a
certi�cation process for India
administered by the Bureau of Indian
Standards. A senior MeitY o�cial told The
Hindu that since the baton had now been
passed to the IT Ministry, the discussions
were picking up where the DoT had left
o�. A press statement by MeitY stated that
the IT Ministry was keeping an “open
mind” and would decide on what was
best for the country and for consumers.
The India Cellular and Electronics
Association (ICEA), which represents
some smartphone �rms, also downplayed
the seriousness of the discussions.

The Internet Freedom Foundation, a
digital rights advocacy group, pushed
back on that denial, pointing out that the
meetings the government was holding
were not transparently conducted, and
that the ITSARs remain public. 

“If the government claims these
proposals do not exist, it must explain the
speci�c documentation currently hosted
on its own website and also disclose the
minutes of meetings,” IFF said in a
statement. 

“IFF asserts that “stakeholder
consultation” cannot be limited to
closed-door meetings with big tech giants.
If the PIB’s claim that “no �nal regulations
have been framed” is true, then the
government should have no hesitation in
releasing the current draft of the ITSAR
for public scrutiny immediately. We
reassert the need for transparency and an
open public consultation.”

Is the government seeking phones’ source code? 
What is the issue around the government seeking source code data from companies? What is source code, and why don’t companies want to give access to it?

Will keeping the code open for review risk security threats and cyberattacks? What has the government said?

REUTERS

Aroon Deep
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company, except perhaps in
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and that too in specific
countries. 
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Reuters reported that the
Indian government was
contemplating a requirement
for smartphone makers to
disclose their source code to
third party testing agencies,
and make this code open for
review.

The story so far:

I
ndia continues to narrate its urban
future through the loud vocabulary
of megacities. But a quieter and far
more consequential transformation

is unfolding. Of India’s nearly 9,000
census and statutory towns, barely 500
qualify as large cities. The overwhelming
majority are small towns, with
populations below 1,00,000. This
proliferation of small towns is a structural
product of India’s capitalist development
— and of its crisis.

How have small towns proliferated?
From the 1970s through the 1990s, capital
accumulation was organised through
metropolisation. Large cities became the
primary sites for industrial production,
state investment, infrastructure, and
labour absorption. Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai, Kolkata and later Bengaluru and

Hyderabad became spatial �xes for
capitalism by absorbing surplus labour;
concentrating consumption; and by
creating conditions for accumulation.
However, today, India’s metros have run
into the classic problem of
over-accumulation. Land prices have
detached from productive use,
infrastructure systems are stretched
beyond repair, and rising costs have
become unbearable for working groups. 

It is in this moment that small towns
have emerged. Across India, one can see
this shift. Towns like Sattenapalle in
Andhra Pradesh, Dhamtari in
Chhattisgarh, Barabanki in Uttar Pradesh,
Hassan in Karnataka, Bongaigaon in
Assam, or Una in Himachal Pradesh are
now logistics nodes, agro-processing
hubs, warehouse towns, construction
economies, service centres and
consumption markets. They absorb
migrant workers pushed out of metros
and rural youth with few agrarian

options. These small towns are not
outside the urban process; they are fully
inside it. Small towns are urbanised under
conditions of capitalist stress — cheaper
land, pliable labour, weaker regulation,
and minimal political scrutiny.

Are small towns a better alternative?
They o�er no inherent emancipatory
promise. What is unfolding is not
inclusive growth but the urbanisation of
rural poverty. Informal labour dominates
— construction workers without
contracts, women in home-based
piecework, and youth trapped in platform
economies with no security. In towns like
Shahdol in Madhya Pradesh or Raichur in
Karnataka, one sees new hierarchies
hardening: real estate brokers, local
contractors, micro-�nanciers and political
intermediaries are controlling land and
labour. This is where policy failure
becomes glaring. India’s �agship urban
missions remain deeply metro-centric.

AMRUT, even in its expanded version,
e�ectively excludes most small towns
from meaningful infrastructure
investment. Water supply and sewerage
projects are designed for large cities,
while small towns survive on fragmented
schemes and temporary �xes. The result
is predictable: tanker economies �ourish,
groundwater is mined indiscriminately,
and ecological stress deepens. Moreover,
governance remains the weakest link.
Small-town municipalities are
underfunded and understa�ed. Planning
is outsourced to consultants unfamiliar
with local realities and participation is
reduced to procedural hearings. 

What next?
The �rst step is political recognition.
Small towns must be acknowledged as the
primary frontier of India’s urban future.
Second, planning must be reimagined.
Town-level plans must integrate housing,
livelihoods, transport and ecology, rather
than replicate metropolitan templates.
Third, small towns need empowered
municipalities, transparent budgets, and
institutional space for workers’
collectives, environmental actors and
cooperatives. Finally, capital must be
disciplined. Platform economies and
digital infrastructures need regulation to
ensure labour rights, local value retention
and data accountability.

Tikender Singh Panwar is a member of
the Kerala Urban Commission.

Are India’s small towns being
increasingly urbanised? 
Are small towns an alternative to the over-accumulation witnessed in the country’s metro cities?

Tikender Singh Panwar
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Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai,
Kolkata and later Bengaluru
and Hyderabad became spatial
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absorbing surplus labour;
concentrating consumption;
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India’s flagship urban missions
remain deeply metro-centric.
AMRUT, even in its expanded
version, e�ectively excludes
most small towns from
meaningful infrastructure
investment.
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Small towns must be
acknowledged as the primary
frontier of India’s urban future.
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QUESTION 1

Name the
birthplace of
Mahasweta Devi.
X

QUESTION 2

What was the title
of Mahasweta
Devi’s first
published novel?
X

QUESTION 3

What is the English
translation of her
novel Aranyer
Adhikar?
X

QUESTION 4

Which
distinguished

international award
did she receive in
1997 (Hint: the article
above carries the
answer)? 
X

QUESTION 5

Which prestigious
Indian literary prize
did she win in 1996?
X

QUESTION 6

Her short stories
were notably
translated into
English by which
scholar?
X

QUESTION 7

Which civil award did
she receive in 1986
from the Government
of India?

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz:

1. By legitimising the Somaliland administration, Israel is said
to be pursuing these two strategic objectives. Ans: Establish

a military base to counter the Houthis; facilitate forced

transfer of Palestinians

2. The STC is backed by this West Asian country whose leader
recently fled the country. Ans: United Arab Emirates;

Aidarous al-Zubaidi

3. The modern political identity of Somaliland traces back to
this moment of sovereignty in 1960. Ans: British

Somaliland and Italian Somaliland gained

independence and unified briefly as the Somali

Republic.

4. Before unification in 1990, the o�icial name of South
Yemen was this. Ans: People’s Democratic Republic of

Yemen

5. Somaliland declared independence in this year. Ans: 1991

6. This 2019 accord sought to reconcile southern separatists
with Yemen’s government. Ans: Riyadh Agreement

Visual: This ancient site is known for its well-preserved rock
art. Ans: Laas Geel caves 

Early Birds: Sonali Das| Dodo Jayaditya| Sudhir Thapa|
Sumana Dutta| Jagrati Shukla

THE DAILY QUIZ

Mahasweta Devi was a Bengali writer whose literature and social work championed
the rights and dignity of India’s marginalised communities. A quiz on the icon

X

Visual question:

Which 1974 novel by her was adapted into this 1998 movie directed by Govind
Nihalani?

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Prathmesh Kher

“What does collateral damage mean?”
“You have been listening to NATO’s

spin doctors, have you?”
“Spin doctor? Who is a spin doctor?”
“A spin doctor is a spokesperson for

the government. He is employed by the
government to…”

“…does it always have to be the
government?”

“No, it doesn’t. The person can be
hired by an organisation, a politician, a
political party….”

“I see. And this person’s job is to …”
“…provide information to the public in

such a way that the person or the
organisation that the spin doctor is
representing is seen in good light.”

“And in order to create this favourable
impression, does a spin doctor have to lie
at times?”

“He has to be economical with truth.”
“Economical with truth? Doesn’t it

mean the same thing as lying?”
“It does. But ‘Jaya is economical with

truth’ sounds better than ‘Jaya is a liar’,
doesn’t it?”

“It certainly does. Now tell me, how do
I use the term spin doctor in a sentence?”

“Rubin has been hired by Clinton to be
one of his spin doctors.”

“I think Promod will make an excellent
spin doctor. Can I say that?”

“You certainly can.”
“What do spin doctors do when things

become di�cult? Lie? Or do they….”
“…they give you a lot of baloney.”
“A lot of what?”
“B..a..l..o..n..e..y. Sometimes, the word

is spelt b..o..l..o..n..e..y. The ‘a/o’ in the
�rst syllable is like the ‘a’ in ‘China’ and
‘about’. The ‘o’ in the second syllable is
pronounced like the ‘o’ in ‘so’, ‘go’ and
‘no’. The �nal ‘ey’ rhymes with the ‘ey’ in
words like ‘honey’ and ‘money’.”

“And the stress is on the second
syllable ‘lo’, I suppose?”

“Exactly. Do you know what it means?”
“Isn’t it some sort of meat?”
“Yes, that’s right. Baloney is meat.

People have baloney sandwiches. But
when somebody says something and you
respond by saying ‘baloney’, you mean
that what the person has said is nonsense
or rubbish. Let me give you an example.
When asked how they would bring down
the prices, the experts gave us a lot of
baloney.”

“When somebody says something
which is hard to swallow, can I say, ‘Don’t
give me all that baloney’.”

“You certainly can. The plot of the
movie that I saw was pure baloney.”

“Never mind! Now, coming back to the
original question. What does collateral
damage mean?”

“That’s NATO’s way of saying when
they bombed Belgrade, they accidentally
killed innocent civilians.”

“And the civilians killed are the
collateral damage?”

“That’s right! Collateral damage is an
expression which is used by the military
quite a bit. It’s interesting isn’t it? When
Serb forces kill civilians in Kosovo, NATO
calls it an atrocity. But when ….”

“…NATO planes bomb trains in
Yugoslavia and kill civilians, it is not an
atrocity, but ‘collateral damage’.”

Published in The Hindu on April 20,
1999.

Know your
English
S. Upendran

FROM THE ARCHIVES

M
ahasweta Devi always looked
out for the poorest of the
poor. The writer and activist,
who would have turned 100

on January 14, 2026, spent her life seeking
a life of equality and justice for the
dispossessed, particularly Adivasis, and
the impoverished people of urban and
rural India.

She wrote several books, Aranyer
Adhikar (Rights of the Forest), Hajar
Churashir Ma (Mother of [prisoner
number] 1084), Rudali, Titu Mir, Chotti
Munda and his Arrow, anthologies of
short stories which include tales like
‘Draupadi/Dopdi’, ‘The Breast Giver’ and
more.

Drawn to people who were forced to
lead a “subhuman existence”, she wrote
about people with no access to education,
health care, and income. In 1997, when
Mahasweta Devi was honoured with the
Ramon Magsaysay Award, she said: “My
India still lives behind a curtain of
darkness. A curtain that separates
mainstream society from the poor and
the deprived.”

Mahasweta Devi passed away in 2016,
but her chronicles will always feel urgent
and contemporary as long as there is
oppression and injustice in the world. She
also always encouraged people to tell
their story — the manner in which she
played a role in Manoranjan Byapari
becoming a writer and narrate his life as a
Dalit in Bengal is well-documented.

The three books we feature in this
article, by Sushila Takbhaure, Rakshit
Sonawane and Mayyu Ali, would have
struck a chord with a writer who always

kept an eye out for the marginalised.

A Dalit and a woman
Sushila Takbhaure foregrounds the Dalit
experience and women’s concerns in her
work. Her autobiography, My Shackled
Life, translated by Deeba Za�r and Preeti
Dewan from the Hindi ‘Shikanje ka Dard’,
is �rst o� all, as rightly noted by the
translators, an act of courage. And this is
the �rst autobiography in Hindi by a Dalit
woman writer to be translated and
published in English, thus reaching a
wider audience. Kannada, Telugu,
Marathi translations are in the works.

In the preface to the Hindi edition, she
explains why she chose to call her
autobiography, ‘Shikanje ka Dard’.
“Merely speaking of the ‘shikanja — the
vice of caste and patriarchy — would have
been inadequate; what pressed upon me
to tell was the pain [dard] that ‘shikanja’
in�icted.”

In general, she writes that women
encounter far greater challenges than
men. Her book expresses the pain of
being both Dalit and a woman. Sushila
was born in 1954 in Banapura, a village in
Madhya Pradesh, where “discrimination
based on caste was widespread, and
untouchability was deeply entrenched.”
What made her life di�erent though is
that her parents and grandmother valued
education and ensured that all the
children — there were several — studied as
far as their resources allowed.

But life was harder for girls, and it
seemed that they existed only to do
housework. “What was worse, not only
men but women too reinforced patriarchy
by giving preference to sons.” Sushila
refused to give in and persevered with her

education against all odds, even going on
a hunger strike to ensure that her father
and brothers agreed to her college
admission.

Her life took another turn when she got
married to a much older man, Sunderlal
Takbhaure, from Nagpur who was a high
school teacher. She writes in detail about
everyday humiliations, but also her
immense joy at being able to pursue her
education and earning a PhD degree. Her
purpose, she says, is to show how
education can become a tool of liberation
for women.

The die is caste
Rakshit Sonawane tells the story of
Avinash Gaikwad who grew up in a
one-room hut in the slums of Mumbai,
and how he clawed his way out of poverty
and caste discrimination. The story, Scum
of the Earth: A True Story From the
Margins (HarperCollins), mirrors his own.

Sonawane grew up in a slum, worked
in a factory and at the port but continued
his studies alongside. He got a
postgraduate degree in literature, besides
studying law and journalism, and �nally
became a reporter in 1985.

His protagonist, Avinash, never forgets
the story about his father, Dagadoo, who
was beaten for asking for leftover
puranpoli, a Marathi delicacy. Dagadoo
joined Ambedkar’s social revolution to
�ght caste oppression and moved to
Mumbai, with the belief that his son
would have a better life with education.
Avinash didn’t disappoint his parents.
Once he had a job, he began teaching
students for free on Sunday, telling them
to never discriminate on the basis of
caste, gender, class or religion. He didn’t

want to adopt illegal means to earn a little
extra just because he had “experienced
poverty, illiteracy, humiliation and
injustice.”

Sonawane documents the urban Dalit
experience, in which comments like “the
caste system is a thing of the past” or that
“the caste system was just a division of
labour” were commonplace. To each,
Avinash patiently explained that casteism
was alive and kicking in forms both
obvious and subtle.

Against a genocide
In the country he hails from, Myanmar,
poet Mayyu Ali’s existence is not
recognised; in fact, the word ‘Rohingya’ is
prohibited. Mayyu and his family �ed to
Bangladesh when the atrocities against
the Rohingya began. But life wasn’t any
easier in the refugee camps. Yet, he never
stopped writing poems, dedicated to his
people. “I want to be their voice,” he told
Emilie Lopes. Together, they wrote
Eradication: A Poet at the Heart of the
Rohingya Genocide (Pan Macmillan India),
translated from French by Siba Barkataki.

“The earth orbits with two di�erent
worlds;/The hell and heaven/I left one, to
discover other,” Mayyu writes in ‘A New
Heaven’. He had experienced the worst
that man can do — “the scent of death, the
sound of bullets, the taste of erasure, the
sight of blood �owing over the bodies of
my brother.”

In 2021, as he opened the door to his
new apartment in Toronto, he �nally
realised he was free. Though he has been
forced to live in hiding, he has promised
himself that he will never forget to be the
voice of his people. The publication of
Eradication is proof of that.

Festschrift for Mahasweta Devi: three
books by marginalised voices
In her centenary year — Mahasweta Devi would have turned 100 today — we read three writers, Sushila Takbhaure, Rakshit Sonawane and Mayyu

Ali, who chronicle their lives of oppression. Their stories would have struck a chord with a writer who always kept an eye out for the dispossessed
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In remembrance: Noted author and social activist Mahasweta Devi. PTI
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