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Ayyanna moots
salary cut for
abstaining MLAs 

VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Legislative

Assembly Speaker Ch. Ayyanna

Patrudu has stated that the

salaries and allowances of

public representatives 

should be cut for not attending

the Assembly 

sessions. » Page 4

A.P. plans to push
‘Amaravati Bill’ 
in Parliament

VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh

government is facilitating the

tabling of the Bill that gives

legal sanctity to Amaravati as

the State capital during the

Budget Session of the

Parliament, scheduled to begin

on January 28. » Page 4

Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu met Arcelor-
Mittal Executive Chairman
Lakshmi N. Mittal and CEO
Aditya Mittal at the World
Economic Forum (WEF) in
Davos on Wednesday. It
was decided to lay the
foundation stone for the
ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel
plant after February 15.  IT
and HRD Minister Nara Lo-
kesh and Industries &
Commerce Ministers T.G.
Bharat were present.

Both sides discussed the
status of the integrated
steel plant proposed in
Anakapalli district, with an
initial investment of ap-
proximately ₹60,000 crore

and various clearances and
permits required for the
project. 

Mr. Naidu assured the
ArcelorMittal team of
prompt issue of the neces-
sary permissions. 

Mr. Naidu briefed Mr.
Mittal on the investment
opportunities in Andhra
Pradesh and wished he

would explore the same. 
Earlier, Mr. Naidu had

interactions with Calibo AI
Academy founder and ex-
ecutive chairman Raj Vatti-
kuti, CEO Scott Sandschaf-
er and S. Shibulal of
Tamara Leisure Experienc-
es among others. 

He suggested that Calibo
AI o�er skill training pro-

grammes in universities
across the State and esta-
blish a Centre of Excel-
lence in the IT SEZ at
Madhurawada in
Visakhapatnam. 

During his discussions
with the Tamara team, Mr.
Naidu highlighted the po-
tential for tourism projects
along the Godavari River
(from Polavaram to Bha-
drachalam), and in areas
such as Konaseema, Gandi-
kota, Araku and Lambasin-
gi. The company ex-
pressed interest in setting
up eco-tourism parks in tri-
bal areas and home-stay
projects in Visakhapatnam
and o�ered to provide skill
training to tribal youth un-
der their Community First
initiative.

Foundation stone for AM/NS plant to be laid after Feb. 15
The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu interacting with ArcelorMittal

Executive Chairman Lakshmi N. Mittal at Davos on Wednesday. 

Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu, during meet-
ings at the World Econom-
ic Forum (WEF) in Davos,
has proposed the esta-
blishment of a dedicated
Israel Industrial Park in
A.P., positioning it as a stra-
tegic hub to attract Israeli
companies in med-tech,
aero-defence, clean-tech
and advanced
manufacturing.

Mr. Naidu held discus-
sions with Nir Barkat, Is-

rael’s Minister of Economy
and Industry,  Roey Fisher,
Trade Commissioner, and 
Shir Slutzky, Head of the Is-
rael Economic and Trade
Mission to Switzerland. 

The discussions covered
collaboration in defence
and aerospace ecosystems,
UAV technologies, desali-
nation and groundwater
quality improvement, sem-
iconductors, quantum
technologies, medicine,
and cybersecurity.

CM mulls Israel Industrial
Park, Dubai Food Cluster

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA
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policy in three months
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Bangladesh should
play in India: ICC
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T
he Supreme Court
on Wednesday said
the Election Com-

mission (EC) is blessed
with the “widest discre-
tions” but its “deviations”
while revising electoral
rolls, as in the ongoing spe-
cial intensive revision (SIR)
exercise, cannot be “un-
trammelled or unregulat-
ed” in breach of principles
of natural justice and pro-
cedure prescribed under
the Registration of Electors
Rules of 1960.

Senior advocate Rakesh
Dwivedi, for the EC, sub-
mitted that the SIR was
“sustainable” under Arti-
cle 324 read with Section 21
(3) of the Representation of
the People Act, 1950. Sec-
tion 21(3) clothes the EC
with a residuary power to

direct a special revision of
the electoral roll for any
constituency or part of a
constituency in “such
manner as it may think �t”. 

“But a special revision
may involve serious conse-
quences in the civil rights
of a person who is already
a voter. So, why should we
not expect you [the EC] to
have a procedure that is
transparent,” Chief Justice

Surya Kant, heading the Di-
vision Bench, asked the
EC’s counsel.

Mr. Dwivedi conceded
that the EC’s deviations
from procedure must em-
brace the constitutional
guarantee of equality be-
fore the law, equal protec-
tion of the laws enshrined
in Article 14, constitutional
norms of transparency,
and ease of voters. He, ho-

wever, contended that Sec-
tion 21(3) of the 1950 Act al-
lowed the EC to travel
beyond the prescribed li-
mits to revise electoral
rolls as long as the reasons
were recorded and the
procedure was fair and
just. Section 21(3) unshack-
led the EC, he said.

EC discretion during SIR is
not unregulated power: SC
Court ticks o� EC for ‘deviations’, and says roll revision must be in line with prescribed norms; EC

contends that Section 21(3) unshackles it from procedures, provided reasons are fair and recorded

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

IMPEACHMENT PROCESS 

Judicial removal: 
tough law 
with a loophole 
The serious provision
can still be thwarted 

EDITORIAL » PAGE 6

‘NO USE OF FORCE’

Trump 
demands 
talks on
Greenland 

WORLD » PAGE 12

The Supreme Court in-
tends to have a team of do-
main experts help “de�ne”
the Aravalli Range, and
draw a road map for per-
missible activities, includ-
ing the possibility of regu-
lated mining in one of the
oldest and ecologically-
sensitive mountain sys-
tems in the world.

The committee would
comprise experts from
“di�erent walks of life”, in-
cluding environmentalists,
scientists, foresters, and
“special experts in regulat-
ed mining wherever the
law permits”, a Bench
headed by the Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant said on
Wednesday.

The court asked Addi-
tional Solicitor-General
Aishwarya Bhati and ami-

cus curiae, senior advocate
K. Parameshwar, to sug-
gest names.

The experts would work
“under the umbrella” of
the Supreme Court, direct-

ly under the court’s super-
vision and control, Chief
Justice Kant said.

A previous Supreme
Court judgment on No-
vember 20, 2025, uphold-
ing a Union government
committee’s de�nition of
the Aravalli, had led to pu-
blic furore and apprehen-
sions voiced about the eco-
logical safety of the hill
range. Elevations of 100
metres or above, and hill
clusters, slopes, and hil-
locks located within 500
metres of each other,
would be considered as the
Aravalli, the earlier de�ni-
tion had said. The top

court, however, ordered a
stay of this judgment on
December 29, 2025, after
taking up the case again,
suo motu.

On Wednesday, senior
advocate Kapil Sibal, for an
intervenor, questioned the
very exercise of trying to
de�ne the Aravalli. “Moun-
tains cannot be de�ned.
The Himalayas cannot be
de�ned. These are sub-tec-
tonic strata. If you try to
de�ne them, you will run
into problems,” Mr. Sibal
advised the court.

Multi-disciplinary team of
experts to ‘de�ne’ Aravallis 
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The expert panel will help draw a road map for permissible

activities, including the possibility of regulated mining. FILE PHOTO
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A day after controversy
erupted over customary
addresses of Governors of
Kerala and Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka Governor Thaa-
warchand Gehlot has ex-
pressed reservations over
11 paragraphs in the speech
prepared by the Congress
government for his address
to the joint session of the
State legislature that be-
gins on Thursday, and is
likely to skip certain por-
tions of the text.

The paragraphs in ques-
tion strongly criticise the
Centre for introducing the
Viksit Bharat-Guarantee
for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) Act
(VB-G RAM G) Act, 2025,
which has replaced the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Ru-

ral Employment Guaran-
tee Act (MGNREGA). The
objections also relate to re-
ferences in the speech to
“injustice” to the State in
the devolution of funds,
taxes, and grants. 

After a meeting with
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Wednesday night
over the development,
Law and Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister H.K. Patil
told The Hindu that “a few
words” in the speech had
been modi�ed following
reservations expressed by
the Governor, but there
was no question of entirely
dropping paragraphs,
which had been cleared by
the Cabinet.

Karnataka Governor
likely to skip parts 
of address to House
Nagesh Prabhu
BENGALURU

EDITORIAL 
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday drew a clear
line between state func-
tionaries splurging public
money on irrational free-
bies and “investing” in wel-
fare schemes for the margi-
nalised sections.

“Distribution of state
largesse to individuals at a
large scale is di�erent from
investing state largesse in
public welfare schemes.
That distinction should be
kept in mind,” Chief Justice
Surya Kant observed
orally.

The Supreme Court
asked why there was no
“dedicated diversion of re-
venue surplus for develop-
mental purposes which
would further the constitu-
tional ideal of inclusivity
through free medical care
and education for the poor
and those not in the crea-
my layer of the society. The
state has a commitment to-
wards this end”.

The Chief Justice said
launching welfare schemes
was an obligation the state
had to achieve under the
Directive Principles of
State Policy in the
Constitution.

The oral observations
from the Bench, including
Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
was in response to an oral
mentioning made by advo-
cate Ashwini Kumar Upad-
hyay for early listing of a
batch of petitions seeking a
judicial declaration that ir-
rational freebies o�ered by
political parties to lure vo-
ters during poll time
should be considered a
“corrupt practice”.

Mr. Upadhyay said when
the petition was �led, the
nation was in debt of ₹1.5
lakh crore, which had

since increased to ₹2.5 lakh
crore. Every Indian was in
debt, and yet the state con-
tinued to rain freebies be-
fore elections, he
submitted.

“This is a very, very im-
portant matter,” Chief Jus-
tice Kant reacted, agreeing
to list it early for hearing. 

‘Parasitic existence’
In January last year, a top
court Bench headed by Jus-
tice (now retired) B.R. Ga-
vai had asked whether un-
trammelled freebies lull
the poor into a parasitic ex-
istence, depriving them of
any initiative to �nd work,
join the mainstream and
contribute to national
development.

The court has, in pre-
vious hearings in the case,
made its anxiety plain
about parties, which form
the government riding the
wave created by their pre-
poll promises of “free
gifts”, bleeding the State �-
nances dry by actually try-
ing to ful�l their “wild”
promises of largesse using
public money.

‘Freebies’ di�erent
from public welfare
investment, says SC
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI
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Guards on duty

Shift change: Farmers walk past scarecrows set up in a newly planted paddy field, as they return home after a day’s work on the outskirts

of Guwahati, Assam, on Wednesday. RITU RAJ KONWAR

‘Bengal SIR shows
discrepancies
that defy science’

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission has

said that many instances of

“logical discrepancies” found

in West Bengal’s electoral roll,

including two electors found

with more than 200 children,

defies science. » PAGE 9
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PERFECT START

Abhishek dazzles as
India takes 1-0 lead
SPORT » PAGE 13
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I
nvesting in prevention
of a disease, instead of
spending on its treat-

ments, should be the order
of the day, and it is high
time that governments
realise this, said American
Medical Association presi-
dent Bobby Mukkamala.

Dr. Mukkamala, head
and neck surgeon, who
was elected president of
the American Medical As-
sociation in June, 2025,
and became the �rst per-
son of Indian heritage to be
holding the position, has
his roots in Krishna district
of Andhra Pradesh. While
his father, Mukkamala Ap-
parao, is from Buddhava-
ram, his mother, Mukka-
mala Sumathi is from
Thotlavalluru. Both of
them are doctors, who
moved to the U.S. after

completing their MBBS in
India. 

In a telephonic conver-
sation with The Hindu on
Tuesday Dr. Mukkumala,
who was in Vijayawada last
week, said, “Every country
has two options: either in-
vest in disease prevention
or in its treatment. We tend
to do the latter. But, it is
really important that we

understand that investing
in disease prevention will
not only save lives of many,
but is also more
economical.”

Focussing on a disease
prevention would entail
strengthening of the health
infrastructure in a country,
increasing the number of
physicians and taking up
awareness campaigns, Dr.
Mukkamala said. 

“More importantly,
there needs to be a cultural
change. We need to have
continuous conversations
about how to prevent can-
cer or diabetes or a stroke
to save lives,” he said. 

Pointing out that the life
expectancy in the U.S. has
been stagnant for a while
due to multiple factors, Dr.
Mukkamala hoped that In-
dia would not go down the
wrong path by assuming
that the curve of life expec-
tancy would always grow.

“We have to actively work
to make it happen, and one
of the things we can do is
improving access to health-
care.” 

Recently, the Central
Ground Water Board
(CGWB) pointed out in its
Annual Ground Water
Quality Report-2025 that
there is a high incidence of
nitrate, iron, �uoride, lead,
and other metals in
groundwater in the State. 

On being asked about
the public health impact of
heavy metal contamina-
tion in drinking water in
A.P., Dr. Mukkamala said
that it is a serious problem
and needs to be addressed
immediately. There will
not be immediate visible
symptoms of drinking wa-
ter contaminated with me-
tals. But, he cautioned that
the e�ects appear over a
long time, and may a�ect
children’s ability to learn. 

Governments should invest
in disease prevention than
treatment: AMA president

American Medical Association

president Bobby Mukkamala

Focussing on disease prevention will entail strengthening of health infrastructure in a country,

increasing the number of physicians and taking up awareness campaigns, says Dr. Mukkamala

Nellore Sravani
VIJAYAWADA

The Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) has found a
rare image inscription dep-
icting mythological dou-
ble-headed bird — Gandab-
herunda (a form of Lord
Vishnu) — at a temple in Vi-
nukonda in Palnadu dis-
trict of Andhra Pradesh,
shedding fresh light on the
region’s medieval history.

Director (Epigraphy) in
the ASI K. Muniratnam
Reddy told The Hindu that
the �gure of Gandabherun-
da with some inscriptions
on a stone slab was found
inside the sanctum sancto-
rum of the Narasimhaswa-
my temple in Vinukonda.
The inscription is written
in Telugu language and
script dates back to Saka
1399, Hemalambi year,
Karthika Sukla 10, corres-
ponding to Thursday, Oc-
tober 16, 1477 CE.

The Gandabherunda
carving itself indicates the
cultural prominence of the
region at that time, the Di-
rector observed adding
that it is a rare feature in
Hindu religion. “This tem-
ple must have been one of

the famous Vaishnava tem-
ples at that time. Because,
only great temples general-
ly have this kind of Gan-
dabherunda carvings,” Mr.
Muniratnam Reddy said.

According to the epi-
graphical record, the tem-
ple, its sikhara and the
mandapa in front of the Sri
Laksmi Narasimhaswamy
temple were constructed
by Sagi Gamnamanayi-
ni.The identi�cation was
made with inputs from a
sculptor, Oppicharla
Lakshmanachary, and a se-
nior assistant in Revenue
department Thurimella
Srinivasa Prasad, from Dar-
si, Mr. Reddy added.

Rare inscription
found at Vinukonda

The Gandabherunda

inscription found at Vinukonda

Narasimhaswamy temple in

Palnadu district. 

Sambasiva Rao M.
AMARAVATI

The State committee of the
Democratic Youth Federa-
tion of India (DYFI) de-
manded that the Andhra
Pradesh government im-
mediately initiate recruit-
ment to �ll vacant engi-
neering posts, including
Assistant Executive Engi-
neer (AEE–Electrical) posi-
tions in AP-Transco, AP-
Genco, and A.P. Discoms,
as well as engineering va-
cancies in various other

departments across the
State.

In a statement issued on
Wednesday, the DYFI State
president Y. Ramu and
State secretary G. Raman-
na said that lakhs of unem-
ployed engineering grad-
uates had been waiting for
recruitment noti�cations
for nearly a decade, but
successive governments
had shown complete
apathy towards their
plight. 

They said there were
more than 2,000 vacant

AEE posts in these three
power utilities alone, and
thousands of vacancies ex-
isted in other depart-
ments. However, not a sin-
gle recruitment
noti�cation had been is-
sued so far, which they
termed as extremely
deplorable.

They recalled that Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu had given a clear as-
surance last year that re-
cruitments would be un-
dertaken in the power
utilities. However, the go-

vernment failed to keep its
promise, they said, and ex-
pressed concern that the
failure to honour these as-
surances has pushed engi-
neering youth into severe
distress.

Many candidates had
borrowed lakhs of rupees
to spend on coaching,
books, and exam prepara-
tion, they said, adding that
with recruitments not tak-
ing place, they are now
faced huge �nancial losses,
besides mental stress and
anxiety.

DYFI seeks immediate steps to �ll 
vacant posts in State power utilities
The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Centre for Liberty (CFL)
Chairman A.B. Venkates-
wara Rao alleged serious �-
nancial irregularities in
procurements done by the
A.P. Southern Power Distri-
bution Company Limited
(APSPDCL).

In a complaint which
will be submitted to the
A.P. Electricity Regulatory
Commission (APERC) here
on Thursday, Mr. Venkates-
wara Rao stated that excess
payments for transformers
caused a total avoidable
loss of approximately
₹14.65 crore, and the
SPDCL awarded contracts
to speci�c vendors on

nomination basis instead
of an open and transparent
tender process.

Mr. Rao also alleged the
utility paid signi�cantly
higher prices than neigh-
bouring States in the pur-
chase of Star-2 transform-
ers and ordered expensive
Star-5 transformers for
agricultural use, which
provides no bene�t for
agricultural power supply
patterns. 

Probe sought
He requested the APERC to
disallow those costs men-
tioned by the SPDCL in its
Annual Revenue Require-
ment (ARR) �ling for 2026-
27 and order an investiga-
tion.

CFL alleges �nancial
irregularities in 
SPDCL procurements

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

INBRIEF
�

Leaders of the Andhra Pradesh Joint Action
Committee (A.P. JAC) Amaravati met Finance
Minister P. Keshav on Wednesday to address the
pending Dearness Allowance (DA) and Dearness
Relief (DR) payments for State government
employees and pensioners. The delegation, led
by A.P. JAC Chairman Bopparaju Venkateshwarlu,
submitted a representation at the Secretariat,
urging immediate resolution of hurdles that have
delayed payments.

Resolution sought on pending
arrears of govt. employees
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Timings

VIJAYAWADA

THURSDAY, JAN. 22

RISE 06:39 SET 17:59

RISE 09:01 SET 21:09

FRIDAY, JAN. 23

RISE 06:39 SET 17:59

RISE 09:38 SET 22:01

SATURDAY, JAN. 24

RISE 06:39 SET 18:00

RISE 10:15 SET 22:55

0
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products and/or services. In no event can the
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C
hief Secretary K. Vi-
jayanand on Wed-
nesday directed

Andhra Pradesh Southern
Power Distribution Com-
pany Limited (APSPDCL)
to complete 2 lakh rooftop
solar connections by May
2026 under the PM Surya
Ghar–Muft Bijli Yojana in
line with Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu’s vi-
sion of promoting house-
hold energy self-reliance.

Reviewing the progress
of rooftop solar and feeder
solarisation projects at a
meeting in Tirupati, the
Chief Secretary instructed
APSPDCL and NREDCAP to
ensure e�ective �eld-level
monitoring for quality exe-
cution and long-term
performance.

He emphasised fast-
tracking renewable energy
projects and electric vehi-
cle (EV) charging infras-

tructure with clear time-
lines and accountability.

Stressing consumer-
centric implementation,
Mr. Vijayanand called for
intensi�ed awareness cam-
paigns, simpli�ed approval
procedures, and faster
commissioning of rooftop
solar systems.

He said that meter in-

stallations should be car-
ried out promptly without
causing inconvenience to
consumers and warned
that any lapses would in-
vite strict action. Divisional
Engineers and Assistant Di-
visional Engineers will be
held personally accounta-
ble for de�ciencies or con-
sumer complaints.

The Chief Secretary said
the government aims to
complete 1.5 lakh rooftop
solar connections by
March 2026, with the re-
maining installations to be
completed by May 2026.
Progress will be reviewed
at the upcoming Collec-
tors’ Conference in
February.

Feeder solarisation

O�cials said that under
PM-KUSUM Component-C,
feeder solarisation projects
with a capacity of 1,162.80
MW covering nearly 2.93
lakh agricultural pump
sets are under way. Under
the PM Surya Ghar
scheme, APSPDCL ac-
counts for about 35% of the
State’s coverage, bene�ting
over 2.07 lakh SC/ST hou-
seholds. Senior o�cials
from the Energy Depart-
ment, APSPDCL, NRED-
CAP and district adminis-
tration attended the review
meeting.

‘Complete 2 lakh rooftop
solar connections by May’

Chief Secretary K. Vijayanand reviews progress of rooftop solar and

renewable energy projects with APSPDCL and NREDCAP o�icials in

Tirupati on Wednesday. 

Chief Secretary asks o�cials to intensify awareness campaigns and calls for simpli�ed approval,

faster commissioning of rooftop solar systems; highlights fast-tracking renewable energy projects

The Hindu Bureau

VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh Rythu
Coolie Sangham and Raya-
laseema Irrigation Projects
Committee visited the irri-
gation projects in the Raya-
laseema, including  Velu-
godu Reservoir, Madras
Canal, Banakacharla Cross
Regulator and SRBC Canal,
on Wednesday.

The leaders expressed
concern over the deterio-
rating state of irrigation
projects in Rayalaseema.

Rythu Coolie Sangham
state president Jhansi and
Rayalaseema Irrigation
Projects Committee presi-
dent Bojja Dasharatharami
Reddy said there was a
gross mismatch between
o�cial announcements by
the government and
ground realities about wa-
ter supply to Rayalaseema.

Despite the Telugu Gan-
ga Project being launched
over 40 years ago to irri-
gate 2.75 lakh acres in Kur-
nool and Kadapa districts
as well as to supply drink-
ing water to the then Ma-
dras city (now Chennai),

the project’s current state
is extremely disappoint-
ing, they said.

The delegation reported
inadequate canal capacity,
un�nished construction
works, and obstructions
along critical waterways,
preventing the movement
of water even for 20,000
acres. 

Key issues include in-
complete aqueducts over
the KC Canal on the SRBC
Canal, delays in Banaka-
charla Cross Regulator
works and diversion of wa-
ter to unintended areas,
which undermine both ir-
rigation and historic water
management systems.

Ms. Jhansi demanded
immediate allocation of
₹20 crore to remove block-
ages and ensure smooth
water �ow from Srisailam
Reservoir to balance reser-
voirs such as Gorakallu,
Mailavaram, Paidipalem,
and Chitravati. She urged
the government to move
beyond statements and
take concrete action to util-
ise natural resources e�-
ciently in Rayalaseema re-
gion. 

Concern over poor
state of irrigation in
Rayalaseema region
The Hindu Bureau
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Sri Durga Malleswara Swa-
myvarla Devasthanam EO
V.K. Seena Naik on Wed-
nesday warned devotees
not to fall prey to fraudu-
lent phone calls made in
the temple’s name.

In a statement, the E.O.
highlighted that some indi-
viduals have recently con-
tacted devotees, claiming
to represent the temple
and o�ering special servic-
es or gifts. Reports suggest
that callers are attempting
to convince devotees that
they will send “silk saree”
o�ering to the deity or con-
duct special pujas in their
name. Mr. Naik clari�ed

that the temple does not
make personal phone calls
to devotees, and no such
services are being o�ered.

“These are cyber frauds

designed to extort money
from unsuspecting devo-
tees,” Mr. Naik said, urging
the public to remain
vigilant.

Durga temple devotees warned of fraud calls 
The Hindu Bureau

VIJAYWADA

For temple services, puja bookings or donations, devotees have

been advised to use only the temple’s o�icial website or the

government’s ‘Mana Mitra’ WhatsApp service, as well as authorised

temple information centres. FILE PHOTO

Sri Durga Malleswara Swa-
myvarla Devasthanam atop
Indrakeeladri will celebrate
Sri Saraswati Devi Jayanthi
(Sri Panchami) on January
23, and hold special sun
worship throughout the
Magha month from January
19 to February 17.

Sri Panchami, observed
on Magha Shuddha Pan-
chami, marks the birth of
Goddess Saraswati. The

management announced
that the processional idol
of Goddess Kanaka Durga
would be adorned as Sri Sa-
raswati Devi. A mass Aksh-
arabhyasam ceremony for
500 students will be con-
ducted for free.

Kanaka Durga temple
Executive O�cer V.K. See-
na Naik said that students
in their school or college
uniforms with valid ID
cards can avail free dar-
shan from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.
on January 23.

Sri Panchami to be
celebrated tomorrow

The Hindu Bureau
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Deputy Chief Minister and Jana Sena Party
( JSP) president Pawan Kalyan on Wednesday
visited the family of party activist Chandu
Veeravenkata Vasantha Rayalu in Pedachandala
village, who lost his life in a road accident last
year. Mr. Pawan Kalyan condoled with the family
members — Vasantha Rayalu’s wife Nag
Pushpavathi, son Sitaramaraju and daughter
Jahnavi — and lauded their decision to donate
Vasantha Rayalu’s organs after he was declared
brain-dead. Mr. Pawan also presented them with
a cheque for ₹5 lakh in insurance claim and also
took special note of Jahnavi’s hearing and speech
challenges, instructing o�cials to provide
assistance through the TTD Shravan Project to
support her education and rehabilitation. 

Pawan visits kin of JSP 
activist killed in accident 

The Manipal Hospital, Vijayawada, is planning to
organise an awareness run in the city on
February 1 to mark World Cancer Day and to
raise awareness on cancer prevention, early
detection and healthy living. According to a press
note from the management, hospital Director J.
Ramanjaneya Reddy and Radiation Oncology
consultant Rama Krishna met Director-General of
Police (DGP) Harish Kumar Gupta on Wednesday
at his o�ce and requested him to �ag o� the run.
Later, the DGP unveiled a poster and a shirt for
the run, which will begin at 5 a.m. from the
Indira Gandhi Municipal Corporation Stadium.

Awareness run on World
Cancer Day on February 1

The Department of Data Science and AI in P. B.
Siddhartha Arts and Science College, Vijayawada,
is organising a ‘24-hour Hackathon’ on January
30 and 31. A poster of the event was released by
college principal Meka Ramesh, convener and
joint secretary of Siddhartha Academy N. Lalitha
Prasad, director Vemuri Baburao, college dean
Rajesh C. Jampala and head of the data science
department K. Udayashree on Wednesday. Mr.
Ramesh said innovative ideas and projects are
invited in AI, Machine Learning, App
Development, Internet of Things (IoT) and Open
Innovation. Those interested can contact
Sandeep Kumar at 7416153019.

P.B. Siddhartha College to
host hackathon on Jan. 30, 31

A faculty team from SRM
University–A.P. has re-
turned from a visit to Car-
negie Mellon University,
the U.S., bringing back in-
sights on AI, interdisciplin-
ary research and student-
centric pedagogy. The de-
legation comprised Saleti
Sumalatha, M. Naveen Ku-
mar and Ashu Abdul from
the Department of Compu-
ter Science and Engineer-
ing, and Sunil Chinnadurai
from the Department of
Electronics and Communi-
cation Engineering.

SRM faculty
gets training
in AI at CMU

The Hindu Bureau
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To understand the lives of
food and grocery delivery
workers and the nature of
their jobs, Penamaluru
MLA Bode Prasad stepped
into their shoes for a day
on Tuesday and went
around delivering
essentials.

In a video circulating on
social media, the MLA,
wearing a helmet and a
Swiggy Instamart shirt, can
be seen driving around on
his motorcycle with a bag
and asking for the delivery
code at doorsteps. He can
also be seen interacting
with delivery agents. 

When asked about what
di�culties he identi�ed
during his interaction with
them, Mr. Prasad said: “Ev-
ery profession has chal-

lenges. But here, the main
problem is that they do not
have access to basic facili-
ties, including drinking wa-
ter and restrooms.” 

He was told by a worker
about how they have no
place to rest during sum-
mers. The MLA, who made
�ve deliveries in three-and-
a-half hours, said he want-
ed to experience their
hardships �rsthand and
highlight the same. “We
support their demands for
medical and accident-relat-
ed claims,” the MLA said.

MLA takes on role of
gig worker to study
their problems
The Hindu Bureau

VIJAYAWADA

In a video, the
Penamaluru MLA can
be seen riding his
motorcycle with a
bag and asking
people for delivery
code at doorsteps

Minister Kolusu Parthasa-
rathy on Wednesday said
the recent incident in Pin-
nelli in Palnadu district
was being politicised by
the YSRCP despite it being
a purely personal dispute.
Addressing mediapersons

at Secretariat, he said the
incident occurred due to
personal enmity between
two individuals, Salman
and Pethuru. He con-
demned attempts to give
the incident a political co-
lour. Mr. Parthasarathy
said communal tensions in
Hyderabad and factional
violence in Rayalaseema

had been �rmly curbed un-
der the leadership of CM N.
Chandrababu Naidu. He
pointed out that Pinnelli
remained peaceful bet-
ween 2014 and 2019, and
that personal disputes bet-
ween the two individuals
began only during a pro-
cession in 2019 under
YSRCP rule.

‘Pinnelli incident being politicised’

The Hindu Bureau

AMARAVATI
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Senior TDP leader and former Finance Minister
Yanamala Ramakrishnudu says the State
government has to grapple with multiple
challenges in presenting the Budget for FY
2026-27 — �scal consolidation and �nancial
discipline being the major issues. In a release, he
observed that the revenue de�cit had to be kept
under control and, at 9%, the State’s revenue was
lower than that of several major States.
Therefore, increasing revenue should be the
primary objective, he added. “Priority must be
given to productive expenditure,” he said, while
noting that borrowing was inevitable to cover the
�scal de�cit.

Yanamala �ags challenges 
in Budget presentation

The three-day visit of a team of foreign experts to
the Polavaram irrigation project concluded on
Wednesday, following extensive �eld inspections
and detailed technical review meetings. The
experts would hold a follow-up meeting with
Polavaram Project Authority Chief Engineer M.
Ramesh Kumar in Rajamahendravaram on
Thursday, and were scheduled to meet the
Polavaram Authority’s CEO in New Delhi on
Friday. The visiting experts, Sean Hinchberger,
David B. Paul, and Gianfranco De Cicco, were
accompanied by o�cials from the Central Water
Commission and representatives from the
Central Soil and Materials Research Station. 

Expert team’s three-day visit
to Polavaram concludes

Andhra Pradesh Legisla-
tive Assembly Speaker Ch.
Ayyanna Patrudu has stat-
ed that the salaries and al-
lowances of public repre-
sentatives should be cut for
not attending the Assemb-
ly sessions and it must be
followed by a more drastic
measure of ‘sending them
back to the people’s court’
by enabling voters to recall
their representatives.

This should be done by
amending the Constitution
and the Representation of
People Act (RPA), if the sit-
uation warrants, he
suggested. 

The Speaker was hinting
at the continuous absence
of 11 MLAs of the YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP), in-
cluding Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy, from the Assembly
and the consequences the-
reof. 

‘Unethical behaviour’
Addressing the 86th All In-
dia Conference of Presid-
ing O�cers on the theme
Accountability of Legisla-
ture towards the People in
the Uttar Pradesh Legisla-
tive Assembly on Wednes-
day, Mr. Ayyanna Patrudu
said the failure of some
MLAs to attend a single ses-
sion or participate in a sin-
gle debate since their elec-
tion in June 2024 was most
regrettable. 

“The fact that these

MLAs have been drawing
their salaries and allowanc-
es in absentia is causing
great pain,” he observed
and questioned how such
conduct and unethical be-
haviour could be justi�ed. 

“Since there are no
speci�c rules to prohibit
such behaviour, I request
the Lok Sabha Speaker to
show us a way forward. I
will seek advice from my
fellow Speakers as it is not
just an issue for the Andhra
Pradesh Legislature. The
public will use these exam-
ples to paint all elected re-
presentatives with the
same brush,” he noted. 

Mr. Ayyanna Patrudu
said the Constitution has
designed the Legislative

system to function with ut-
most transparency and it is
often compared to a ‘glass
house’ due to the visibility
of everything happening
inside. “Any system that
lacks transparency cannot
be held accountable to the
people,” he pointed out. 

He further said that for-
mulating laws through dis-
cussion on Bills, debating
public issues, bringing ur-
gent matters of public im-
portance to the govern-
ment’s notice and holding
the government answera-
ble to the people were
some of the core functions
of the Legislative system. 

“Despite having pro-
found responsibilities and
powers, the public trust in

their representatives is di-
minishing day by day, call-
ing for serious introspec-
tion and e�orts not to
commit errors that would
make the people look
down upon the MLAs,” he
said. 

The Speaker said that
while the population and
people’s problems are in-
creasing exponentially, the
number of working days of
Legislatures had been de-
creasing. 

“Keeping this in view,
Legislatures should func-
tion for at least 60 days a
year. Only through fre-
quent meetings of the
House, the MLAs can hold
the government accounta-
ble,” he added.

Constitution should be
amended to teach errant
MLAs a lesson: Ayyanna 

Legislative Assembly Speaker Ch. Ayyanna Patrudu addressing the All-India Conference of Presiding

O�icers, in the Uttar Pradesh Legislative Assembly on Wednesday, as Deputy Speaker K. Raghu

Ramakrishna Raju looks on. 

Calling for cutting the salaries and allowances of MLAs for not attending the Legislative Assembly

sessions, the Speaker says voters should also be enabled to recall such representatives 

The Hindu Bureau
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Chittoor District Collector Sumit Kumar and
Superintendent of Police Tushar Dudi on
Wednesday inspected the arrangements for Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu’s scheduled visit
to Nagari on January 24, as part of the Swarna
Andhra–Swachh Andhra programme. The
o�cials inspected key locations, including the
junior and degree college grounds, the helipad,
the public meeting venue, and wards 28 and 29
at Chintala Pattedu, where the programme would
be conducted. They reviewed preparations
related to security, crowd management, and
logistical arrangements.

Naidu for Nagari on Jan. 24 for
Swachh Andhra programme

INBRIEF
�

Minister for IT and HRD
Nara Lokesh met Yukio Ka-
ni, Global CEO and Chair of
Japan-based renewable
energy (RE) major, JERA,
on the sidelines of the
World Economic Forum in
Davos, and invited the
company to explore clean
energy investments in the
State.

During the meeting, Mr.
Lokesh proposed the esta-
blishment of green ammo-
nia production facilities in
Andhra Pradesh, leverag-
ing the port infrastructure
at Moolapeta, Krishnapat-
nam and Kakinada.

He highlighted the
State’s strategic location
and strong port-led deve-
lopment model, which
could support exports of
low-carbon ammonia to Ja-
pan and other Asian
markets.

Mr. Lokesh also suggest-
ed solar–wind hybrid re-
newable energy projects in
Rayalaseema to provide re-
liable clean power to in-
dustrial consumers, with

scope for future ammonia-
based applications. He not-
ed that industrial hubs
such as Visakhapatnam,
Kakinada and Krishnapat-
nam enable the integration
of renewable energy, LNG
infrastructure, low-carbon
ammonia facilities, and
manufacturing units.

Further, he urged JERA
to partner with AP-Genco
and NTPC to evaluate pilot
projects for ammonia co-
�ring at thermal power
plants to reduce emissions,
while ensuring grid stabili-
ty. Responding, Mr. Yukio
Kani said JERA was deve-
loping green hydrogen and
green ammonia value
chains in India to support
Japan’s clean energy transi-
tion, and assured the com-
pany would examine And-
hra Pradesh’s proposals.

HRD Minister N. Lokesh with Yukio Kani, Global CEO and Chair of

Japan-based renewable energy major JERA, on the sidelines of the

World Economic Forum, in Davos on Wednesday. 
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Lokesh invites
Japan’s RE major
to invest in State 

Proposes green
ammonia production
facilities, leveraging
port infrastructure 
at Moolapeta,
Krishnapatnam 
and Kakinada

The Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment has facilitated
the tabling of the much-
awaited Bill that gives legal
sanctity to Amaravati as
the State capital in the Par-
liament by submitting the
necessary details and clari-
�cations sought by the Un-
ion Home Ministry and
other Central departments

concerned. It is hopeful
that the proposed legisla-
tion will be passed by the
end of the Budget Session
of the Parliament, sche-
duled to begin on January
28, according to a Member
of Parliament from Andhra
Pradesh who did not want
to be quoted.

The Bill is for amending
the Andhra Pradesh Reor-
ganisation Act of 2014,
wherein Hyderabad has

been mentioned as the
common capital of Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana for
10 years, which expired on
June 2, 2024, necessitating
a formal declaration of Am-
aravati as the capital of A.P.

The State government
expressed its intention to
the Centre last year to have
a legal protection for Ama-
ravati and started the pro-
cess by furnishing the re-
quired information to the

Home and Law Ministries
and the exercise has al-
most been completed. 

As on date, the State go-
vernment has prepared a
report comprising facts re-
lated to the selection of
Amaravati as the capital
and progress of construc-
tions, and sent it to the
Centre to enable it to take
the Bill forward, with a re-
quest to declare Amaravati
as the capital with e�ect

from June 2, 2024.
The Bill is expected to

be moved after the Union
Cabinet gives its nod be-
fore commencement of the
Budget Session of Parlia-
ment. The government felt
the need to have Section
5(2) of the AP Reorganisa-
tion Act amended to legally
fortify Amaravati’s position
as the capital of A.P. so that
it will have protection un-
der Central law. 

State plans to get ‘Amaravati Bill’, lending legal
sanctity to capital, passed in LS Budget session  

V. Raghavendra
VIJAYAWADA

O
n an ordinary
afternoon at
Andhra Pradesh

Bhavan in New Delhi,
something quietly
extraordinary unfolded,
not through speeches or
formal agreements, but
over a shared meal.

What began as a team
lunch soon transformed
into a moment of cultural
connection, as
Ambassador Keiichi Ono
and his delegation from
Japan gathered around an
authentic Andhra ‘thali’,
rich in spice, colour, and
tradition. The meal was
not merely about food; it
was about shared
experience, memory, and
the quiet strengthening of
bond between two regions
separated by geography,
but united by goodwill.

“We enjoyed a delicious
and authentic Andhra thali
together — full of bold

�avours and spice,” Mr.
Ono San said in a warm
message on social media
platform X, following the
lunch, accompanied by a
simple expression of
gratitude:
“Dhanyavaadalu.”

Those present were
delighted to see the
Japanese delegation
embrace Andhra cuisine
with genuine enthusiasm.

The spread is served
with characteristic

abundance and re�ects
the State’s famed
hospitality, where guests
are treated not as visitors,
but as family. Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu echoed this warmth
in his re�ections. “I’m
truly glad you enjoyed our
traditional food at AP
Bhavan today. Just as
sushi, sashimi, and Japan’s
world-famous cuisine
re�ect a culture of
precision and balance,

Andhra Pradesh’s cuisine
re�ects its warmth and
generosity through
�avour,” he said.

Extending an open
invitation, he added,
“There is much more
waiting for you, and for all
guests from Japan who
wish to visit our state.
Andhra Pradesh will
always be your second
home.” Commenting on
the moment, former IAS
o�cer Dr. P.V. Ramesh
noted the deeper
signi�cance behind the
lunch. “Andhra Pradesh
and Toyama Prefecture,
Kakinada and Yokohama
have been sibling regions
for over a decade. I hope
this fraternal spirit will be
revitalised for the mutual
bene�t of Japan and
Andhra Pradesh,” he said,
capturing the sentiment
that cultural ties often
outlast formal agreements.

Greetings also came in
from Hyderabad,
underlining the emotional

resonance of the occasion.
“Delighted to see you

experiencing an
Andhra/Telangana thali,
Ambassador Ono!” wrote
Sanjay Baru, former Media
Adviser to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, noting
how food often becomes
the most authentic
ambassador of culture.

Netizens welcomed the
message on X by Mr. Ono.
There were some subtle
suggestions as well.

Pointing out that Mr.
Ono wrote a sentence in
Telugu, a netizen, Vakibs,
suggested that the AP
Chief Minister should
write a couple of lines in
Japanese. 

Another netizen,
supertank, wrote a
message in Japanese.
“Greetings to the Japan
Diplomatic O�ce, We
sincerely thank everyone
from the Japanese
Embassy who visited
Andhra Bhavan to savour
delicious Andhra cuisine.”

When Andhra ‘thali’ won hearts of Japanese team 

G.V.R. Subba Rao
VIJAYAWADA

Ambassador Keiichi Ono and his delegation from Japan at the

Andhra Bhavan on January 20. Photo: X/@JapaninIndia 

It re�ects warmth and generosity through �avour, says Chief Minister Naidu in response to a post on X by Ambassador

Keiichi Ono, while stating that ‘there is much more waiting for you, and for all guests from Japan who wish to visit our State’

YSRCP president Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy has an-
nounced that he will
launch a State0wide pa-
dayatra after one-and-a-
half years.

Addressing the YSRCP
local body representatives
and party workers from
Eluru Assembly consti-
tuency at Tadepall on Wed-
nesday, Mr. Jagan Mohan
Reddy said the padayatra
would coincide with the �-
nal phase of the coalition
government’s tenure,
which he claimed had
failed to deliver on its
promises.

“All systems of gover-
nance have weakened un-
der the present regime.
The government has failed
to bene�t any section of so-
ciety,” he said. 

Mr. Jagan Mohan Reddy
accused the coalition go-
vernment of resorting to
arbitrary governance, mis-
using the police and �ling
cases against political op-
ponents and dissenters. 

Highlighting sectoral is-
sues, the former Chief Mi-
nister said education,
healthcare, agriculture
and law and order have
been severely a�ected. He
alleged a sharp decline in
government school enroll-
ment, large pending dues
under fee reimbursement,
hostel allowances, and
Aarogyasri.

Jagan plans
State-wide
padayatra 

Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy 

The Hindu Bureau
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Mr. Naidu also met Calista Redmond, vice-presi-
dent, Global AI Initiatives at NVIDIA. He discussed
fast-tracking plans for India’s �rst AI University in
Amaravati, for which an MoU has been signed.

The partnership focuses on AI skills for youth,
start-up nurturing and ecosystem development.
Possibilities of a NVIDIA Global Capability Centre,
hardware manufacturing and collaboration with
the Ratan Tata Innovation Hub were also ex-
plored. Mr. Naidu also met Swiss State Secretary
Helene Budliger Artieda, Ambassador Andrea
Rauber Saxer, Swiss MP Nik Gugger, and SECO Ad-
visor Martina Bietenhader, seeking to deepen
trade ties and attract Swiss investments to Andhra
Pradesh. Mr. Naidu also held a meeting with UAE
Minister of State for Foreign Trade Thani bin
Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, seeking deeper economic ties
and investments in key growth sectors of A.P.

Mr. Naidu proposed the establishment of a Du-
bai Food Cluster in Andhra Pradesh, aimed at
strengthening food processing, agri-exports and
value-chain integration. The discussions focused
on opportunities in agritech, foodtech, aquatech,
development of food parks and enhancing food
security mechanisms.

CM for Israel Industrial
Park, Dubai Food Cluster

From Page One

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu with UAE Minister

Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, in Davos. 

The government has released the second tranche
of industrial incentives for SCs and STs.
Incentives worth ₹53.05 crore were disbursed to
3,122 SC entrepreneurs, while ₹7.16 crore was
disbursed to 495 ST entrepreneurs on Tuesday,
MSME Minister Kondapalli Srinivas said in a
statement on Wednesday. So far in the current
�nancial year, the government had extended
industrial incentives of ₹269.9 crore to 11,451
entrepreneurs, he added. During 2025–26,
incentives of ₹231.80 crore had been released to
9,797 SC entrepreneurs and ₹38.10 crore to 1,654
ST entrepreneurs, he said. 

Industrial incentives released
for SC, ST entrepreneurs
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.45 HRS)

Forecast for Thursday: Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places over

Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit-Baltistan and Muza�arabad. Thun-

derstorm accompanied with lightning/gusty winds likely at isolated

places over Rajasthan, Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal Pra-

desh, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi and Andaman & Nicobar Islands 
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......28.1...... 12.5 Kozhikode ....................... —......32.7...... 24.0

Ahmedabad............. —......29.5...... 17.0 Kurnool ........................... —......32.0...... 17.2

Aizawl ...................... —......25.5........ 9.0 Lucknow.......................... —......25.5...... 10.0

Allahabad ................ —......26.6...... 10.1 Madurai ........................... —......32.1...... 18.5

Bengaluru................ —......27.8...... 14.7 Mangaluru....................... —......31.8...... 20.6

Bhopal ..................... —......26.6...... 10.8 Mumbai ........................... —......32.1...... 18.3

Bhubaneswar .......... —......32.3...... 13.2 Mysuru............................. —......29.0...... 13.0

Chandigarh.............. —......24.0........ 5.3 New Delhi........................ —......24.2........ 7.7

Chennai ................... —......30.5...... 21.5 Patna............................... —......25.0...... 13.6

Coimbatore ............. —......30.4...... 18.4 Port Blair ......................... —......30.5...... 25.4

Dehradun................. —......24.2........ 7.7 Puducherry ..................... —......... —...... 29.7

Gangtok ................... —......16.5........ 7.8 Pune ................................ —......30.9...... 17.0

Goa........................... —......33.2...... 19.4 Raipur.............................. —......29.8...... 16.4

Guwahati ................. —......26.9...... 13.7 Ranchi ............................. —......25.1........ 8.0

Hubballi ................... —......30.0...... 12.0 Shillong ........................... —......16.4........ 7.0

Hyderabad............... —......28.2...... 18.2 Shimla ............................. —......18.7........ 6.0

Imphal ..................... —......24.3........ 4.7 Srinagar........................... —......13.6....... -2.4

Jaipur ...................... —......25.0...... 10.6 Thiruvananthapuram .......... —......33.7...... 21.8

Kochi........................ —......30.0...... 23.4 Tiruchi ............................. —......30.3...... 18.6

Kohima .................... —......18.2........ 7.0 Vijayawada...................... —......30.0...... 18.6

Kolkata .................... —......28.0...... 15.2 Visakhapatnam................ —......31.0...... 19.9

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Gurugram,

Haryana recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 358

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Shillong,

Meghalaya recorded a

healthy AQI score of 29

Ahmedabad ..... 102 ..98 33 ...107 ...157 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ...5 ..21 38 ...149 ...138 ......*

Chennai............ ...8 ..16 54 ...161 ...141 ......*

Delhi ................. .26 ..82 72 ...366 ...370 ......*

Hyderabad ....... ...7 ..33 32 ...119 ...115 ......*

Kolkata............. ...9 145 58 ...287 ...232 ......*

Lucknow........... ...8 ..43 58 ...165 ...199 ......*

Mumbai ............ .39 111 59 ...112 ...148 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..82 28 ...259 ...172 ......*

Visakhapatnam ...6 ..89 21 ...202 ...215 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

INBRIEF
�

Highlighting challenges such as climate change
and the ethical use of arti�cial intelligence, Vice-
President C.P. Radhakrishnan said Indian
start-ups were well-positioned to emerge as
global leaders in developing solutions. He said
India was racing towards becoming a Viksit
Bharat by 2047 and that the nation’s youth would
play a decisive role in realising this vision. He was
speaking at the Silver Jubilee celebrations of the
CMR Institute of Technology on Wednesday.

V-P says Indian start-ups 
can solve global challenges M

inister for Fisher-
ies, Culture and
Youth A�airs Saji

Cherian on Wednesday
apologised for his state-
ments on Malappuram and
Kasaragod districts that
kicked up a political con-
troversy in Kerala.

The Minister had made
a statement in Alappuzha
on Sunday stating that
communal polarisation
was evident in the recently
held local body polls as
seen by the names of those
who had won in the Malap-
puram district panchayat
and the Kasaragod
municipality.

In a statement issued
from the Minister’s o�ce,
Mr. Cherian said he was

“hurt by the fact that a
campaign” was being car-
ried out by “distorting” his
words to make it seem as if
these were directed against
a particular group.

“The propaganda cam-
paign is aimed at hurting
the secular stance that I
have adopted and main-
tained in my life till now.

An attempt is being made
to tarnish my public life,
which has been spent in
working for all people
equally, regardless of caste
or religion, by tying it to
communalism. As a CPI(M)
worker who has consis-
tently and strongly res-
ponded to attacks on mi-
norities across the country,

I have taken an uncompro-
mising stance against com-
munalism in my public life
for the past 42 years. I have
also faced many hardships
as a result of all this,” he
said. “It also hurts me that
some individuals, spiritual
organisations and spiritual
leaders whom I respect
misunderstood me. If
anyone has been hurt or
distressed by what I said,
by misunderstanding my
intentions, I sincerely apol-
ogise. I retract the state-
ment I made,” he added.

Reacting to the state-
ment, Kerala Pradesh Con-
gress Committee president
Sunny Joseph said,“This is-
sue will not end with a
press release. The CPI(M),
which has tried to protect
him, has to take action
against him,” he said.

Kerala Minister apologises
for ‘polarisation’ remark 
Saji Cherian says he is ‘hurt by the fact that a campaign’ is being carried out by ‘distorting’ his

words; Congress says the issue will not end with a press release, calls for strict action against him 
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As the BJP steps up its out-
reach to the Christian com-
munity ahead of the Kerala
Assembly elections, the
Catholic Church has ex-
pressed grave concern ov-
er recurring attacks on
Christians in north India.

The Church’s o�cial
mouthpiece Deepika car-
ried a strongly worded edi-
torial on Wednesday, con-
demning what it described
as a rise in violence against

Christians in BJP-ruled
States. Titled ‘Cow Dung
Force-Feeders,’ the edito-
rial referred to a recent in-
cident in Odisha in which a
Christian pastor was alleg-
edly forced to consume
cow dung during a prayer
meeting.

“A group of anti-national
elements left the scene
shouting ‘Jai Shri Ram’ af-
ter forcing the pastor to eat
cow dung,” the editorial
said. It also criticised the
Centre for its silence, stat-
ing that such incidents

could be prevented “with-
in 24 hours” if there were
political will. “While such
incidents have not oc-
curred in Kerala, height-
ened vigilance is essential,”
it added. The editorial
further alleged that anti-
conversion laws enacted
by BJP-led governments
have emboldened Bajrang
Dal activists, leading to the
humiliation and assault of
the pastor. “Poisonous rhe-
toric prepares communal
minds. Those who claim
they will prevent commu-

nalism in Kerala have failed
to curb such hate speech
elsewhere,” it noted.

Citing a report by the In-
dia Hate Lab, the editorial
highlighted an increase in
hate speech targeting
Christians and Muslims,
stating that 88% of such in-
cidents were recorded in
States governed by the BJP.

Church authorities said
the recurring attacks in
north India have caused
widespread anxiety among
the Catholic community in
Kerala. 

Church raises alarm over attacks on Christians 
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The police on Wednesday arrested Shimjitha
Musthafa, a Vadakara native who was booked for
abetting the unnatural death of Govindapuram
native U. Deepak after a video shot by her went
viral on social media accusing Deepak of sexual
misconduct during a bus journey. She was
absconding after the police registered a case
against her under Section 109 (abetment to
suicide) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. (Suicide
Prevention Helpline: Disha - 1056, 0471-2552056)

Man’s death following social
media trial: accused arrested 

Packers and movers

Road show: Farmers carrying haystack on a tractor on the outskirts of Vijayawada in Andhra Pradesh on Wednesday. K.V.S. GIRI 

The newly-introduced of-
fence under the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, which cri-
minalises sexual inter-
course by employing de-
ceitful means, including a
promise of marriage, pun-
ishes deceit, fraud and ex-
ploitation, but not disap-
pointment, failed a�ection
or the collapse of a rela-
tionship, said the High
Court of Karnataka on
Wednesday.

“Section 69 [of BNS] cri-
minalises sexual inter-
course by employing de-
ceitful means including a
promise of marriage, with-
out intention of ful�lment.
The provision, though
newly introduced, cannot

be interpreted in a manner
that allows it to become an
instrument of retroactive
criminalisation of consen-
sual relationships upon the
mere recital of promise,”
the court said.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna
made these observations
while quashing a criminal
case against an advocate
by a woman accusing him
of broken marriage pro-
mise after having sexual re-
lationship with her. In her
complaint, the woman said
that she had initially ap-
proached the advocate in a
cheque dishonour case,
and he had a relationship
with her, promising mar-
riage. But, the accused said
that the complaint was a
concocted story. The
court, based on docu-

ments on the past and the
present relationship of the
complainant and other
complaints lodged by her,
said that “the complaint
bears a strong imprint of
manipulation and of an at-
tempt to convert private
discord into public prose-
cution”. “... it becomes dif-
�cult to comprehend, far
less accept, how the com-
plainant could credibly
assert that she consented
to sexual relationship on a
promise of marriage, when
she appears to have been
in a subsisting marital rela-
tionship or at the very
least, in a continuing dom-
estic association, and is al-
so mother of two children,
one about 13 years old and
the other about four
years,” the court observed.

False marriage promise is not
criminal if relationship fails: HC 
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The high-power Telangana
Rising delegation led by
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy has successfully
convinced marquee inves-
tors attending the World
Economic Forum meeting
in Davos to invest in the
State, explaining the
proactive policies and po-
tential advantages put in
place by the State
government.

The Chief Minister parti-
cipated in a series of meet-
ings with renowned �rms
since his arrival in Davos,
explaining them about the
vision and road map of his
government’s pursuit to
make Telangana a $3 tril-
lion economy in two de-
cades. 

Impressed by the pre-
sentation, several �rms in-
cluding Google, Unilever
and others gave invest-
ment commitments enter-
ing into memorandum of
understanding with the
State government. 

One of the biggest in-

vestment assurances was
from the renowned ductile
iron pipe manufacturer
Rashmi Group, which pro-
posed a steel plant with an
investment of ₹12,500
crore capable of generat-
ing 12,000 direct and indi-
rect jobs. 

Another major achieve-
ment of the delegation was
the setting up of a Global
Capability Centre (GCC) by
L’Oreal, a world leader in
beauty, make-up and cos-
metics, in the city. While
GCC’s specialising in med-
tech and other areas are a
common feature, L’Oreal
has come up with the idea
of setting up a �rst-of-its-
kind GCC dealing exclu-
sively with beauty tech.

The Chief Minister had a
fruitful interaction with
domestic giant Tata Group
chairman Natarajan Chan-
drasekaran, explaining
him about the investor and
industry-friendly atmosph-
ere in the State and the
proactive long-term poli-
cies ushered in for all-
round development of the
State. 

CM promotes Telangana’s road map to
become a $3 trillion economy in Davos
M. Rajeev
HYDERABAD

Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy with delegates at the

World Economic Forum (WEF) 2026 in Davos. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The ED on Wednesday froze eight immovable
properties of Unnikrishnan Potti, the prime
accused in the Sabarimala gold theft case, valued
at approximately ₹1.3 crore under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act, 2002. A 100-gram gold
bar was also seized from the premises of Smart
Creations, Chennai, the ED said in a statement. A
preliminary probe revealed that sacred gold-clad
artefacts were misrepresented in o�cial records
as “copper plates”.

ED freezes assets worth ₹1.3cr.
in Sabarimala gold theft case

The BJP’s State unit is gear-
ing up to host the ‘Ekatma
Manavata Diwas’ at the In-
dira Gandhi Municipal Cor-
poration Stadium in Vijaya-
wada on January 23 and
24, as part of its initiative to
recall the historic ‘Jana
Sangh National Confe-
rence’ held at the venue in
1965.

Addressing the media
on Wednesday after vising
the stadium complex, par-
ty State general secretary
N. Ramesh Naidu said Vi-
jayawada was a historic
place that had shaped In-
dia’s ideological direction
based on dharma. He said
the governance model of
former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and cur-
rent Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi was rooted in ‘In-
tegral Humanism’ (Ekatma
Manav Darshan), the philo-
sophy of Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya.

He said NDA leaders, in-
cluding Deputy Chief Mi-
nister K. Pawan Kalyan,
had been invited, while BJP
National general secretary
(Organisation) B.L. San-
thosh and Union Minister
G. Kishan Reddy would
attend.

BJP State general secre-
tary S. Dayakar Reddy em-
phasised India’s emer-
gence as the world’s
fourth-largest economy
under Mr. Modi’s leader-
ship, and called for indige-
nous policy frameworks.
He recalled that the 1965
conference had called for
India’s nuclear capability,
and similar discussions led
to the abrogation of Article
370.Organisers had ar-
ranged an exhibition re-
creating the 1965 meet.

BJP to host
‘Ekatma
Manavata
Diwas’ from
tomorrow
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An action plan will be in
place soon to bring down
the number of maternal
and infant deaths in And-
hra Pradesh, according to
Minister for Health, Medi-
cal Education and Family
Welfare Satya Kumar
Yadav.

In a statement on Wed-
nesday, Mr. Satya Kumar
said, as part of the plan, a
team of three doctors, in-
cluding a paediatrician, gy-
naecologist, and a doctor
specialising in preventive
medicine, had been consti-
tuted at the district level to
investigate factors contri-
buting to the deaths.

The team would identify
if there were any gaps in
medical services being pro-

vided to pregnant women,
new mothers and infants.

With the support from
the World Health Organisa-
tion and United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
the medical experts would
assess the services, follow-
ing guidelines stipulated
by the Union government
in the ‘India Newborn Ac-
tion Plan’ framework, he
said.

The teams formed in ev-
ery district would visit all
government hospitals and
inspect the services being
provided to women and
children of up to �ve years,
and also gather feedback
from the patients.

Based on these, the
teams would submit a re-
port to the Health Depart-
ment, following which an
action plan would be for-

mulated at the district and
State levels to ensure that
the shortcomings were ad-
dressed and not repeated,
the Minister said.

At present, the infant
mortality rate (IMR), which
measures deaths of infants
happening under one year,
in Andhra Pradesh is lower
than the national IMR.

“In the State, out of ev-
ery 1,000 live births, 19 are
dying,” the Minister said,
adding that at the national
level, the rate was 25 for ev-
ery 1,000 live births. 

Giving details, the Minis-
ter said that out of 19
deaths, 16 were happening
in the �rst 28 days of birth,
which was called the neo-
natal period.

On Wednesday, a work-
shop was organised for the
medical experts

Medical teams to study factors
leading to maternal, infant deaths
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T
he actions of Tamil Nadu Governor R.N.
Ravi and his Kerala counterpart Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar during their custom-

ary Legislative Assembly addresses on January 20
came as no surprise to those who have followed
the conduct of Governors in non BJP-ruled States.
In Chennai, Mr. Ravi declined to read the speech,
which, his o�ce said, had “unsubstantiated
claims and misleading statements” to justify his
walk out. In the past three years, the Governor
has either digressed from the prepared speech or
refused to read it out before walking out. In Thi-
ruvananthapuram, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan corrected the policy address made by the
Governor, who, according to Mr. Vijayan, had
skipped portions, as cleared by the Cabinet, and
made additions. As long-serving Governors, Mr.
Ravi and Mr. Arlekar should be aware that it is a
time-honoured constitutional convention for a
Governor to read out the exact text of the speech
or special address which informs the State of the
policies of an elected government. There has nev-
er been an incident of the British monarch de-
parting from the o�cial speech; and the Indian
system is based on the Westminster model of par-
liamentary democracy. Yet, they have chosen to
violate the convention even though they have no
option but to function as “mouthpieces”, to qu-
ote former President R. Venkataraman, of the
State governments. Mr. Ravi’s penchant is to
court controversies but Mr. Arlekar did not re-
peat what he did last year, when he stuck to the
script, striking an o�cially punctilious tone. 

Apparently tired of Mr. Ravi’s repeated viola-
tions of the convention, Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter M.K. Stalin has favoured a constitutional
amendment to do away with the practice of com-
mencing the �rst Assembly session of the year
with the Governor’s address. Articles 87 and 176
of the Constitution require the President and Go-
vernors to make special addresses to Parliament
and State legislatures, in the new year. About 35
years ago, President Venkataraman had repeat-
edly recommended to Prime Ministers Rajiv
Gandhi and Chandra Shekhar that the practice be
deleted through an amendment as he called it a
“British anachronism” and a “meaningless for-
mality”. This suggestion should be viewed in line
with the thinking of the regime at the Centre,
which seems to have taken upon itself the task of
repealing “outdated colonial laws”. The language
of the two Articles was borrowed from the rules
of the House of Commons. Nothing would be lost
if the Articles are scrapped, as the President and
the Governors still retain their right to address
the legislature under Articles 86 and 175. Impor-
tantly, Governors should not assume powers and
functions that are not envisaged under the Con-
stitution and should set an example of respecting
the letter and spirit of the Constitution.

Meaningless formality 
The conduct of Governors has

undermined their constitutional role 

T
he RBI’s reported moves towards encou-
raging India’s BRICS partners to link their
digital currencies with the RBI’s own Cen-

tral Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) are sensible
but one that could pose some risks. According to
news reports, the RBI has recommended to the
Centre that a proposal connecting the CBDCs of
the BRICS countries be made part of the agenda
for the 2026 BRICS summit in India. This is a nat-
ural progression of India’s push during its presi-
dency of the G-20 in 2023 for international coop-
eration and standardisation on cryptocurrencies.
The RBI has historically been extremely conser-
vative about private cryptocurrencies, repeatedly
calling for a ban, and progressive about CBDCs,
arguing that they have multiple uses. Its stance
seems largely correct — it recognises the evident
risks of cryptocurrencies as assets to invest in,
but sees the advantages of the blockchain as the
backbone of payments infrastructure. While a
ban on private cryptocurrencies seems extreme,
their widespread adoption does expose the pu-
blic to extreme volatility, fraud potential, and an
erosion of wealth. CBDCs have the advantage of a
sovereign guarantee and are also not interest-
bearing. They are not only safe but will also not
attract people looking to make returns. That said,
India in particular has little use for a domestic
CBDC. As digital payments go, the UPI infrastruc-
ture has proven to be excellent but has also far
too big a headstart for CBDC to overcome. This is
why the RBI’s attempts to use CBDCs for interna-
tional payments are a sensible approach. 

Cross-border payments are a signi�cant chan-
nel for black and laundered money. Any attempts
to bring further transparency to such �ows are
welcome. Blockchains are excellent instruments
for this purpose. They form transparent and im-
mutable records of transactions and can be cod-
ed to provide relevant details such as the points
of origin and destination. A BRICS agreement on
such a payment infrastructure could further
mandate that payments be linked to national
identity numbers or tax departments. CBDC pay-
ments would also help ease some of India’s stick-
ier international payments issues. Payments to
Russia and Iran, for example, will become easier
since the SWIFT network is not available to either
country. On the other hand, exactly such pay-
ments and the related move away from the dollar
will inevitably anger President Donald Trump. He
has already warned of additional tari�s on BRICS
countries should they move away from the dollar.
That said, with 50% tari�s in place, India needs
to see whether incremental tari�s will actually
hurt. The bene�ts of cross-border CBDC pay-
ments could still outweigh the costs.

Building bridges
The bene�ts of cross-border CBDC

payments could outweigh costs 

T
here has been much attention on 107
Members of Parliament in the Lok
Sabha (the INDIA bloc) having given
notice of an impeachment motion in

December 2025, seeking the removal of Justice
G.R. Swaminathan, Judge of the Madras High
Court. The motion had 13 charges against the
judge which included one that the judge has been
acting against secular constitutional principles
and favouring lawyers of a particular community.
The notice of the motion was submitted to the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Om Birla, on
December 9.

The terms and conditions
Impeachment of a judge of the Supreme Court of
India is provided for in Articles 124(4) and 124(5)
of the Constitution and that of a High Court judge
in Articles 217(1)(b) and 218. The term
‘impeachment’ is not used in the Constitution
which instead uses the term ‘removal’ in the case
of judges. The term ‘impeachment’ is used only
in the context of the removal of the President of
India from o�ce (Article 61). The procedure laid
down in Article 124 for the removal of a Supreme
Court judge applies to a High Court judge as well. 

Article 124(5) provides that Parliament may
make law to regulate the procedure for the
investigation of the charges against the judge.
Accordingly, Parliament enacted the Judges
(Inquiry) Act in 1968 which, together with the
Judges Inquiry Rules, deals with the entire
procedure for the impeachment of judges.

A judge of the Supreme Court or the High
Court can be removed from o�ce on the ground
of proved misbehaviour or incapacity.
Misbehaviour has not been speci�cally de�ned in
the Constitution. But the Court has in a number
of judgments explained this term as conduct
which brings dishonour to the judiciary, wilful
misconduct, corruption, lack of integrity, o�ence
involving moral turpitude, and wilful abuse of
judicial o�ce.

There have been very lofty pronouncements
by the top court on the ideal conduct of judges.
In K. Veeraswami vs Union Of India And Others
(1991), the Court said that “... the society’s
demand for honesty in a judge is exacting and
absolute. The standards of judicial behaviour
both on and o� the bench are normally extremely
high. For a judge to deviate from such standards
of honesty and impartiality is to betray the trust
reposed on him. No excuse or no legal relativity
can Condon such betrayal.”

On the meaning of proven misbehaviour, the
Court in M. Krishna Swami vs Union Of India and
Ors. (1992) says “every act or conduct or even
error of judgments or negligent acts by higher
judiciary per se does not amount to
misbehaviour. Wilful abuse of judicial o�ce,
wilful misconduct in the o�ce, corruption, lack

of integrity or any other o�ence involving moral
turpitude would be misbehaviour. Misconduct
implies actuation of some degree of mens rea by
the doer.”

Procedures of the motion
An analysis of Articles 124(4) and (5), the Judges
(Inquiry) Act, 1968 and Rules would reveal that
lawmakers were extremely careful about
protecting the independence of the judiciary. So,
the law relating to the removal of a judge of the
superior courts was made as tough as possible.
The main provisions of Articles 124(4) and (5) are:
‘an address to be passed by each House of
Parliament supported by a majority of the total
membership of each House and by a majority of
not less than two thirds of the members present
and voting which shall be sent to the President
seeking the removal of the judge who shall
thereupon pass an order removing the judge
from his o�ce’. It also provides for the
enactment of a law by Parliament for regulating
the procedure relating to the investigation of
charges against the judge and for the
presentation of an address to the President
seeking his removal.

This Act provides for a motion to be submitted
to either the Speaker (Lok Sabha) or the
Chairman (Rajya Sabha) signed by Members of
either House. The Act requires not less than 100
Members of the Lok Sabha to sign the notice of
motion if given to the Speaker and not less than
50 Members of the Rajya Sabha to sign the notice
if given to the Chairman. The motion seeks to
present an address to the President for the
removal of the judge.

The Act in fact introduces a procedure under
which the motion given notice is required to be
admitted by the Speaker/Chairman in the �rst
place. The Act further says that the
Speaker/Chairman may even disallow the motion. 

Of course, he will consider materials available
to him and may also consult such persons as he
thinks �t before admitting or rejecting the
motion. The most crucial thing about this
procedure is that if the Speaker/Chairman refuses
to admit the motion, no further action will be
taken in the matter and the motion will lapse.

This procedure needs closer examination. The
Act does not mention the conditions of
admissibility of the motion, which is the case in
respect of all motions and resolutions under the
Rules of Procedure of the Houses of Parliament. It
may be noted here that the Speaker/Chairman
while admitting or disallowing the motion under
this Act is not performing the duty as the
Presiding O�cer of the House. On the contrary,
he acts as a statutory authority and thus performs
a statutory Act. Still, the basic conditions of
admissibility of the motion need to be spelt out.
Otherwise, the action of disallowing the motion

may attract the charge of arbitrariness especially
when the Speaker is performing a statutory act. It
is another matter that since disallowing the
motion is a statutory Act, as distinct from a
legislative Act performed in the House, it can be
challenged in court.

Where the �aw lies
As a matter of fact, the charges against a judge are
thoroughly investigated by a committee
appointed by the Speaker/Chairman consisting of
a judge of the Supreme court, the Chief Justice of
a High Court and a distinguished jurist. This
action is taken after the motion is admitted by the
Speaker/Chairman. This will be a detailed
investigation done by very experienced judicial
o�cers. So, what exactly will be the examination
which the Speaker/Chairman will do at the �rst
stage? It may be mentioned here that under the
law, the preliminary examination by the
Speaker/Chairman is of such crucial importance
that if the notice of motion signed by as many as
100 or more Members of Parliament is disallowed
without assigning any reasons, the whole exercise
which is undertaken by Parliament for the
impeachment of a judge under a constitutional
provision becomes infructuous because the
motion does not survive. This points to a serious
�aw in the law. Article 124(5) does not refer to any
speci�c motion which is required to be admitted
or disallowed by the presiding o�cer of the
House. It may be noted here that under Article 61,
there is a provision for a resolution which is
mandatorily to be moved. But this Article does
not empower the Speaker/Chairman to refuse to
admit it on any grounds.

In fact, Article 124(5) which empowers
Parliament to make a law to “regulate the
procedure for the presentation of an address”
and for “investigation and proof of the
misbehaviour or incapacity of a judge” does not
leave any space for the Speaker/Chairman to
refuse admission of the motion. Proof of
misbehaviour is to be established through
investigation which is to be done by the high-level
committee appointed by the Speaker/Chairman. 

So, obviously, there is no ground on which a
motion signed by as many as 100 Members of
Parliament (MP) can be rejected at the threshold. 

There is no reason to think that the MPs who
move a motion for impeaching a judge will do so
without being serious about it. But there is every
reason to think that a motion for impeaching a
judge is most likely to be disallowed at the
threshold if the government does not want it.
Thus, the operation of a serious constitutional
provision for removing an unworthy judge can be
thwarted by the whims of a government. 

Therefore, the provision which gives the
Speaker/Chairman an option to disallow the
motion needs to be revisited.

Judicial removal — tough law with a loophole

P.D.T. Achary

is former Secretary
General, Lok Sabha

The operation
of a serious
constitutional
provision for
removing an
unworthy judge
can still 
be thwarted

I
t has been a decade since the Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015,
or the JJ Act, came into force, altering the

juvenile justice landscape by introducing the
“transfer system.” A Private Member’s Bill
introduced in Parliament in December 2025 has
sought to amend the JJ Act by lowering the age
threshold from 16 to 14 years for children accused
of “heinous” o�ences. These are o�ences with a
minimum punishment of seven years’
imprisonment or more. If enacted, this will
permit 14 to 15 year olds to potentially be exposed
to adult criminal trial processes and prison,
further eroding principles of care, rehabilitation
and reintegration and prioritising retribution.

The problem with the ‘transfer system’
The Indian juvenile justice is premised on the
philosophy that children are developmentally
di�erent from adults, and are amenable to
reform. In response to the Delhi gang rape case
(2012), the JJ Act took a punitive turn, introducing
the “transfer system,” under which 16 to 18 year
olds accused of heinous o�ences are subjected to
a preliminary assessment by the Juvenile Justice
Board ( JJB) to determine whether they should be
tried as adults. Their mental capacity and ability
to understand consequences of the o�ence are
assessed among other things. If transferred, the
children’s courts can try them as an adult or deal
with them as a child.

This change was not supported either by
empirical evidence or by the Parliamentary
Standing Committee that had examined the Bill
and found it to be contrary to domestic and
international standards on juvenile justice.

Evidence is now emerging that the transfer
system is fraught with arbitrariness, procedural
complexity and confusion. By requiring
assessment of whether a child “knew the
consequences” of an act or possessed the
“mental capacity” to commit it, the framework
shifts attention away from developmental stages
and lived circumstances towards an abstract
notion of blame. Besides, no tools exist that can

determine if a child has adult-level capacities to
commit a crime, or retrospectively assess their
mental capacity at the time of the alleged o�ence.

Assessments have turned on considerations
bearing little relationship to developmental
capacity such as whether the child knew that the
act was “wrong”, whether they appeared fearful
and repentant during arrest, or whether they
could describe the possible consequences of their
actions.

Similarly placed children are exposed to
starkly di�erent outcomes, resulting from
personal circumstances, assessment processes,
and subjective decisions of JJBs, rather than their
actual conduct. No framework, however carefully
devised, can resolve the inherent inequality
embedded in a process that undermines the
rehabilitation objective, creates an arti�cial
classi�cation of children, and results in
discriminatory outcomes. Expanding this
mechanism to children as young as 14 risks
institutionalising arbitrariness at an earlier and
more vulnerable stage of childhood.

The reality of adolescent o�ending
The present Bill also asserts that there has been a
noticeable increase in serious crimes committed
by 14 to 16 year olds, and reducing the age
threshold is necessary to ensure accountability
and deterrence.

However, according to National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) statistics, in 2023, 31,365 cases
were registered against Children in Con�ict with
the Law (CICL), which constituted 0.5% of all
crimes registered that year. Further, of the
40,036 CICLs apprehended in 2023, 79% (31,610)
were between ages 16 to 18 years, with those aged
between 12 and 16 constituting the remaining 21%
(8,426). The NCRB data thus directly contradicts
any claim that younger adolescents, speci�cally
those between 14 to 16 years, are the driving force
behind an increase in serious crime. The
proposal also re�ects a �awed understanding
about how children enter the criminal justice
system.

Many cases involving adolescents arise from
structural vulnerability and inequalities. It bears
recalling that many children in con�ict with the
law are simultaneously children in need of care
and protection, whose contact with the justice
system re�ects unmet welfare obligations rather
than inherent criminality. Lowering the age
threshold risks drawing these children deeper
into punitive processes, without improving the
system’s ability to distinguish between culpability
and vulnerability.

Exposure to adult criminal processes carries
serious consequences for children. Detention
interrupts schooling and stunts cognitive
development, criminal proceedings generate
stigma, and prolonged engagement with the
justice system creates lasting psychological strain.
The process itself is punitive and traumatising,
regardless of the outcome. With evidence that
children are still illegally detained in police
stations and placed in adult prisons, contrary to
statutory safeguards, the problem that needs
�xing is the systemic failure and lack of
accountability to protect children in con�ict with
the law.

Fix the system, not the child
The Bill shifts the system decisively toward
punishment at an earlier age, and diverts
attention from the need for early intervention,
strengthening of family, education, mental health
support and systemic changes. Legislative
attempts at blurring the distinction between
adolescence and adulthood undermine
foundational child rights principles, including
best interests and equality before the law.

If the goal is to respond meaningfully to
serious harm, the answer lies not in withdrawing
protection, but in investing in the strengthening
of institutions and communities meant to support
children before harm occurs. Recasting such
systemic failures as justi�cation for the harsher
treatment of CICLs does not solve the problem. It
merely transfers its consequences onto those who
are least equipped to bear them.

Lowering the age of juvenility for crimes is a step back

Vandana
Venkatesh

is a Legal Researcher
at Enfold Proactive
Health Trust, where
she works on issues
related to child rights
and juvenile justice
in India

The Private
Member’s Bill
has the
potential to
reshape India’s
juvenile justice
framework, with
implications 
for fairness and
rehabilitation

It’s the Governor again
The Governor of Tamil Nadu
is only strengthening the
perception of him being a
reservoir of recalcitrance.
The ruling BJP at the
Centre, as usual, has
maintained a stoic silence.
This sort of ‘solid support’
only encourages the
Governor to continue being
the way he is. Also, the

Governor’s o�ice. It is high
time to abolish the position
of Governor. The Narendra
Modi government must
work in this direction and
prove that it is di�erent
from the Congress.

Kshirasagara Balaji Rao,
Hyderabad

It is deplorable that there
are some Governors who
refuse to read the
customary address and
even alter the
Cabinet-approved policy
address. Governors
meddling in the functioning
of States has become
routine. It was the Congress
then and the BJP now, that
have been misusing the

disrespects the
Constitution, is he not
branded as an anti-national
and punished? Has not
Governor Ravi violated
Article 176 of the
Constitution not just once
but many times? Why is
there no action against him
by the BJP government?
Tharcius S. Fernando,
Chennai

all, to have a Governor in
every State? 
Instead of being a bridge
between the Centre and the
State, there are some
Governors who are creating
wilful and wanton
misunderstanding.
Mani Nataraajan,
Chennai

When an ordinary citizen

claims of his o�ice that the
address had “numerous
unsubstantiated claims and
statements” has been
proven wrong by The Hindu

(“Data discrepancies in Lok
Bhavan’s statement on
Governor’s address”,
January 21). Will it not be in
the fitness of things if there
is in-depth discussion on
whether it is necessary at

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 
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New Delhi, January 21: There is considerable
relief in Delhi that the unfortunate controversy
that has developed between Iran and the
adjoining Arab countries over the name of the
Persian Gulf is being amicably settled without
transforming it into a major political dispute.

The Information Ministers of the Arab
countries in the Gulf region, who recently met in
Abu Dhabi to discuss the arrangements for
setting up a local news agency decided to call it
the “Arabian Gulf” news service. 

The Iranian Government took objection to
this attempt to rename the Persian Gulf by giving
a neo-chauvinistic overtone to it. But happily the
Governments of the concerned Arab countries
are reported to have assured Iran that the
Ministers meeting acted without instructions.

The Iranian Government had threatened to
break o� diplomatic relations with these
countries if they persisted in their attempts to
ignore the facts of both history and geography,
and indulge in an act of propaganda. The issue
�gured in the Iranian Parliament and the
Foreign Minister was able to mollify the feelings
of members by disclosing the assurances given
by the concerned Arab countries of the Gulf
region.

FIFTY YEARS AGO JANUARY 22, 1976

Gulf controversy over 
new name subsides

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

London, January 21: Some opposition will have
to be surmounted before “Pingin” or penny and
“Leat Coróin,” or half-crown are �nally
sanctioned. The new Free State coins, which
retain their present fractional value of sterling
consist of 75 per cent �ne silver and are thus
intrinsically not more valuable than British
coins, but the sterling basis of the currency is
unaltered. British notes will still be used and
generally recognised. The purpose of the change
is purely sentimental. The coins bear a harp and
the head of Gri�th. Dublin newspapers oppose
this development, both on the ground that it will
create an economic barrier between the North
and the South, and also between Ireland and
Great Britain. The Irish Times says that if a
distinctive coinage is inevitable, arrangements
should be made with neighbours whereby silver
coins will be interchangeable as in the case of
Australia and South Africa. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JANUARY 22, 1926

Coinage for Irish free state

I
ndia’s arti�cial intelligence
debate is often dominated
by applications —
automation, productivity

tools, chatbots, and e�ciency
gains. But the Government of
India’s recent white paper,
“Democratising Access to AI
Infrastructure”, makes a crucial
intervention: the future of AI in
India will not be decided by
algorithms alone, but by who has
access to the infrastructure that
powers them.

At its core, the paper argues
that compute power, datasets, and
AI model ecosystems are
becoming foundational economic
assets. In a world where AI
capabilities are increasingly
concentrated among a handful of
global corporations, access to
infrastructure determines who
innovates, who governs, and who
merely consumes.

For India, this is not a technical
issue. It is a question of
competitiveness, inclusion, and
sovereignty.

A public good
The paper makes a compelling
case for treating AI infrastructure
as a form of digital public utility.
Just as roads enable commerce
and electricity enables industry,
AI infrastructure enables modern
innovation, governance, and
research. This infrastructure has
two interlinked layers. The �rst is
physical: data centres, GPUs,
high-performance computing
clusters, and energy systems. The
second is digital: datasets, model
repositories, governance
frameworks, and access protocols. 

India today faces a stark
imbalance. While it generates
nearly 20% of global data, it hosts
only around 3% of global data
centre capacity. This asymmetry
means Indian researchers,
start-ups, and public institutions
often rely on foreign compute and
platforms. 

India’s policy intent is strong.
Initiatives such as the IndiaAI
Mission, National Supercomputing
Mission, AIRAWAT, and emerging
national GPU clusters re�ect a

clear recognition that AI
infrastructure must be
strategically developed.

Digital Public Infrastructure
(DPI) plays a central role in this
vision. Platforms such as AI Kosh,
Bhashini, and TGDeX demonstrate
how shared, standards-based
systems can democratise access to
data and models while ensuring
interoperability and
accountability. 

The risk of concentration
Globally, AI infrastructure is
becoming increasingly centralised.
A small number of �rms control
advanced chips, large-scale
compute, and frontier models.
This concentration creates high
entry barriers and ampli�es
market power.

For India, the risk is not only
economic but strategic.
Dependence on external AI
infrastructure can constrain
domestic innovation, weaken
bargaining power, and expose
sensitive sectors to external
vulnerabilities.

The white paper’s insistence on
sovereign AI infrastructure does
not imply isolationism. Rather, it
advocates for shared access
pathways that allow Indian
innovators to compete globally
while retaining control over
critical systems.

One of the paper’s most
important contributions is its
emphasis on sustainability. As
India expands AI capacity, energy
e�ciency and renewable
integration are no longer optional
— they are essential. Without
careful planning, AI infrastructure
could exacerbate environmental
stress, particularly in water and
power-constrained regions.

The paper rightly calls for
energy-e�cient architectures,
advanced cooling systems, and
alignment with India’s renewable
energy goals. 

The scale of AI infrastructure
required cannot be delivered by
the State alone. The white paper
highlights public-private
partnerships (PPPs) as a critical
lever for expanding regional data

centres, GPU clouds, and
sovereign AI capacity.
Well-designed PPPs can combine
public oversight with private
e�ciency — provided governance
frameworks are clear, transparent,
and aligned with public interest.

AI adoption in India remains
uneven. Mature sectors such as
�nance, e-commerce, and IT have
moved faster, while agriculture,
healthcare, education, and public
services lag behind. Democratised
AI infrastructure can help correct
this imbalance. A�ordable access
to compute and datasets can
enable precision agriculture,
diagnostic tools, language
technologies, and citizen-facing
public services — especially in
regional and vernacular contexts.

This is where India’s DPI
approach o�ers a global template:
shared infrastructure that enables
innovation without privileging
only the largest players.

Finally, the white paper
underscores that access must be
trust-centric. A phased, modular
policy approach — grounded in
clear governance standards —
allows innovation to scale without
eroding citizen trust.

Access is destiny
The central insight of the white
paper is simple but profound: AI
access is destiny. Nations that
control and democratise AI
infrastructure will shape
innovation; those that do not will
remain dependent.

India has the opportunity to
chart a third path — neither
laissez-faire concentration nor
State monopolisation, but
public-good infrastructure
enabled by DPI, partnerships, and
trust-based governance.

The question is no longer
whether India will adopt AI. The
real question is whether AI in
India will remain the privilege of a
few — or become a shared
capability that powers inclusive
growth, resilient governance, and
digital sovereignty.

That choice will be made not in
code, but in infrastructure.

Why AI infrastructure matters more

Pravin Kaushal

is director-Mrikal
(AI/Data Centre) and 
a young alumni
member, Government
Liaison Task Force, 
IIT Kharagpur 

The central
insight of the
white paper is
simple but
profound: AI
access is destiny.
Nations that
control and
democratise AI
infrastructure
will shape
innovation;
those that do
not will remain
dependent

STATE OF PLAY

W
ith just over a cou-
ple of months to
go for the Kerala

Assembly elections, and com-
ing hard on the heels of a �er-
cely contested local body poll,
the State’s political chess-
board is being swiftly rear-
ranged. At the centre of this
churn is a development that
would have seemed improba-
ble even a year ago: the visible
thaw in relations between the
Sree Narayana Dharma Pari-
palana (SNDP) Yogam and the
Nair Service Society (NSS).

For the two Hindu com-
munity organisations that
wield decisive in�uence
across large swathes of south-
ern and central Kerala, the
symbolism of this emerging
bonhomie is as potent as the
electoral arithmetic. If this
alignment holds, it would re-
present the most serious at-
tempt at Hindu community
convergence in over a decade.

The last attempt to stitch to-
gether a Grand Hindu Alliance
between 2012 and 2014 had
failed. It collapsed under bit-
ter disagreements between
these very same bodies over
caste-based reservations and
the Devaswom Recruitment
Board. The bitterness of that
rupture lingered for almost a
decade, making the present
display of warmth all the more
striking. Beneath the cordiali-
ty, however, still lies a funda-
mental uncertainty over how
they intend to reconcile posi-
tions shaped by sharply di�e-
rent social and political stand-
ings. For now, the
convergence appears tactical. 

In reality, the rapproche-
ment did not materialise over-
night. The leadership of the
NSS and SNDP had been edg-

ing closer for over a year. The
turning point came in Septem-
ber last year with the Global
Ayyappa Sangamam at Pam-
pa, organised by the Left De-
mocratic Front government
ostensibly to deliberate on the
future course of development
at the hill shrine.

But what has clearly accel-
erated the public expression
of this alignment is the emer-
gence of a common adversary
in Opposition leader V. D.
Satheesan. The general secre-
taries of both organisations, G.
Sukumaran Nair and Vellap-
pally Natesan, have made little
e�ort to hide their hostility to-
ward Mr. Satheesan since he
assumed o�ce. This discon-
tent came to the fore after Mr.
Satheesan criticised contro-
versial remarks by the SNDP
leader, widely seen as target-
ing the Muslim community in
Malabar. From there, the divi-
sions became sharper, and the
alignment unmistakably pu-
blic. After all, both organisa-
tions have long harboured
concerns over a perceived rise
of Muslim in�uence in Kerala’s
political arena.

The projection of the LDF
as enjoying the con�dence of
two of Kerala’s most in�uen-
tial Hindu community organi-
sations has sparked specula-
tion that the CPI(M) played a
quiet role in nudging the
SNDP-NSS rapprochement.
The move is widely seen as a
counterweight to the steady
consolidation of Muslim votes
in Malabar and Catholic votes

in central Travancore behind
the Congress-led United De-
mocratic Front. Viewed
through this prism, the timing
of senior CPI(M) leader A.K.
Balan’s remark that Jamaat e
Islami would control the
Home portfolio under a UDF
government appears anything
but incidental. This pattern
found continuity when Cultu-
ral A�airs Minister Saji Cher-
ian drew pointed attention to
the identity of candidates
�elded by the Indian Union
Muslim League. The CPI(M)
and the LDF have maintained
a studied silence, as if to allow
the narrative to gain traction
without formal endorsement.

For the UDF, which rides
high on its local body election
gains under Mr. Satheesan’s
leadership, this evolving che-
mistry between the NSS and
SNDP is an unwelcome com-
plication. Not just the Con-
gress, but even the IUML has
chosen restraint. After a de-
cade out of power, the UDF’s
strategy is clear: allow anti-in-
cumbency to do the heavy lift-
ing, consolidate its social coa-
lition, and avoid detonating
new fault lines on the eve of
the Assembly polls.

Whether the coming to-
gether of these two Hindu
community organisations,
which together represent
roughly 35% of Kerala’s Hindu
population, will convert into a
proportionate electoral swing
remains an open question.
Large sections within these
communities are already an-
chored to entrenched political
loyalties. The National Demo-
cratic Alliance also commands
a signi�cant share of this so-
cial space.

What is already beyond
doubt, however, is that identi-
ty politics is no longer hover-
ing at the margins. It is fast-
moving to the very centre of
Kerala’s high-stakes electoral
contest.

A tactical thaw in Kerala politics
SNDP and NSS warm up to each other, bringing identity politics to the centre 

Hiran Unnikrishnan
hiran.u@thehindu.co.in

I
n 1946, the U.S. put a price on
Greenland for the �rst time.
The country’s then-president,

Harry Truman, o�ered Denmark
$100 million in gold, which Co-
penhagen refused. More than half
a century later, Donald Trump,
another U.S. president, has dou-
bled down on his quest for U.S.
control of Greenland. But this
time, the stakes are much higher.

Data show that Mr. Trump’s
Greenland endeavour, which he
considers important for national
security, could undermine years of
U.S. diplomacy with its largest
trade partner and investor — the
EU — and has also unsettled the
world’s longstanding military al-
liance, NATO.

Last weekend, Mr. Trump threa-
tened to impose a 10% tari� on
eight European countries — Den-
mark, Norway, Sweden, the U.K.,
France, Germany, the Nether-
lands, and Finland — when they
opposed his quest for Greenland.
He also said this would increase to
25% by June 1 until a deal is
reached with Washington.

With an ally turning against it-
self, Denmark’s Prime Minister
Mette Frederiksen noted that “Eu-
rope won’t be blackmailed”. Re-
ports state that EU leaders are
mulling over a 93 billion euro
($107.7 billion) package of tari�s on
U.S. imports and are considering
deploying the ‘trade bazooka’ — a
term used to describe the EU’s
plan to take on political bullying
and blackmailing.

For instance, French President
Emmanuel Macron had already
called for the Anti-Coercion Instru-
ment (ACI), which will restrict the
U.S.’s access to the European mar-
ket in terms of imports, invest-
ment, and even corporations.
Ironically, the Bazooka idea was
o�cially introduced in 2023 after
Lithuanian goods were blocked by
China, the very country that Mr.

Trump claims will take over
Greenland.

This ripple could have a much
larger e�ect.

The EU is the U.S.’s largest trade
partner, and the U.S. is the EU’s
biggest export partner. But escalat-
ing tari�s could tip the scales to-
wards China, already the biggest
source of the EU’s imports (Chart
1). Europe is also the U.S.’s largest
investor, accounting for over 50%
of all FDI into the country. It is also
the largest recipient of U.S. FDI,
which could take a hit if ACI is de-
ployed (Chart 2).

The escalating pressure on Eu-
rope, including his posts on Truth
Social showing Greenland as part
of the U.S., has unsettled the NATO
allies. The U.S., one of the found-
ing members of NATO, is obliged
to protect Greenland, which is a
part of NATO under Denmark.

Individual defence spending
aside, the U.S. has made contribu-
tions to the organisation amount-
ing to at least 15% of NATO’s com-
mon budget each year (Chart 3).

However, by claiming to make
Greenland part of the U.S. “in one
way or the other”, President
Trump has signi�cantly under-
mined the Treaty and the Euro-
pean region, which holds signi�-
cant U.S. military bases.

Mr. Trump has defended his
claim, saying it is in the best inter-
ests of the world for the island to
be part of the U.S., but data show
that it is a deal that no one wants.

Within the island, the inhabi-
tants have already contended that
they’d rather be with the Danish
kingdom than become a part of
the U.S. A poll conducted by Ver-
ian last year showed that 85% op-
pose leaving the Danish Kingdom
to be part of the U.S.

Data also show that more than
54% Americans do not support the
U.S. taking over Greenland, across
all political a�liations — Demo-
crats and Republicans.

Besides, Greenlanders’ choice
to stay with the Danish Kingdom
rather than the U.S. can be attri-
buted to various factors (Chart 4).

Trump’s Greenland quest unravels NATO and EU ties
The battle for the Arctic territory heats up as EU leaders mull a €93 billion ‘trade bazooka’ to counter Washington’s ultimatum

Sambavi Parthasarathy

DATA POINT
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Amicus curiae, senior advocate Vijay Hansaria,
had submitted that the court had to decide wheth-
er “giving freebies would be a corrupt practice un-
der Section 123 of the Representation of the Peo-
ple Act, 1951 and become a ground for moving
court in an election petition”.

Senior advocate Arvind Datar, for the petition-
er side, had submitted that freebies ought to be
considered as “expenditure defrayable by the Un-
ion or a State out of its revenues” under Article
282 of the Constitution.

Advocate Prashant Bhushan had said legitimate
freebies must not be classed with discriminatory
gifts. “Doing away with the debts of willful defaul-
ters is an illegitimate freebie. Giving bene�ts to a
particular religious community would classify as a
discriminatory freebie,” he explained.

Consistently, over the years, the court has been
shifting away from its 2013 judgment in the S. Sub-
ramaniam Balaji versus Tamil Nadu case, which
held that making promises in election manifestos
did not amount to a “corrupt practice” under Sec-
tion 123 of the Representation of the People Act.

‘Freebies’ di�erent from
welfare investment: SC

From Page One

“You have the authority to deviate, but not by
throwing out the Rules... Form 6 has six noti�ed
documents, your SIR has 11 documents. We would
call upon you to answer if you can increase or
eliminate documents which are already pre-
scribed?” Justice Joymalya Bagchi, a member of
the Division Bench, asked the poll body.

Justice Bagchi drew Mr. Dwivedi’s attention to
clause (2) of Rule 25 of the 1960 Rules, which man-
dated that an intensive revision of the electoral
roll would include the preparation of a fresh roll
in accordance with the procedure prescribed un-
der Rules 4 to 23.

“Rule 25 puts the shackles on you… It cannot
be that an authority, however high, can be un-
trammelled or unregulated…” Justice Bagchi said,
leaving it hanging for Mr. Dwivedi to grasp the
court’s line of thought.

Mr. Dwivedi argued that sub-section (3) of Sec-
tion 21 was a step up from the preceding sub-sec-
tion (2) of the 1950 Act. Sub-section (2) provided
the EC with the authority to hold a revision of the
electoral roll before an election.

Justice Bagchi said the provision of summary
revisions in the 1950 Act was a manifestation of
the Parliament’s wisdom, as there was constant
movement/migration of the population in the ear-
ly years after Independence. There was a lot of
�ux then, he said. The Parliament knew it would
take some years for the population to settle.

EC discretion is not
unregulated power: SC

The Karnataka government has convened a spe-
cial legislative session from January 22 to 31 to dis-
cuss the repeal of the MGNREGA, and its replace-
ment with the VB-G RAM G Act. At the conclusion
of the session, the State government plans to pass
a resolution opposing the new job scheme, and
demanding the restoration of the MGNREGA. The
State Cabinet had already adopted a similar reso-
lution a few days ago.

Karnataka’s move coincides with the Con-
gress’s nationwide ‘Save MGNREGA’ campaign.

Earlier in the day, the Governor communicated
his “objections” to the Chief Secretary regarding
the 11 “disputed” paragraphs. Following this, a de-
legation led by Mr. Patil met Mr. Gehlot at Lok Bha-
van in the evening to remind him of his “Constitu-
tional responsibility under Article 176 to address
the State Legislature.”

Speaking to reporters after the meeting, Mr. Pa-
til said it was mandatory for the Governor to ad-
dress the �rst session of the legislature each year.
“The Governor expressed his views on certain pa-
ragraphs, and we expressed ours. We have ap-
pealed to him to deliver the speech prepared by
the government,” he said. He added that the go-
vernment would not make changes to the text.

Gehlot likely to skip
parts of his address

A
s the government
mulls over U.S. Pre-
sident Donald

Trump’s invitation to join
the U.S.-led Gaza “Board of
Peace”, experts caution
that India must consider
the Board’s “legitimacy”
and decide carefully. On
Wednesday, a number of
countries announced their
joint decision to join the
Board. They include Saudi
Arabia, Türkiye, Egypt, Jor-
dan, Indonesia, Pakistan,
Qatar, and the UAE.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu also
accepted the invitation.

Sources here said Indian
and Israeli diplomats were
discussing possible visits
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to Israel and Mr.
Netanyahu to India soon.

The visits are being dis-
cussed as part of a deeper
engagement with the re-
gion and the Israel-Pales-
tine con�ict in the next few
weeks.

On January 30, New Del-
hi will host Foreign Minis-
ters of the 22-member
League of Arab States, and
the government is expect-
ed to consult many of its
close partners in the re-
gion about the way for-
ward on the Gaza Peace
Proposal promoted by the
United States. 

According to sources,
Mr. Modi is also planning a

visit to West Asia next
month, and has invitations
to several countries in the
region. A senior o�cial
con�rmed that he is consi-
dering visiting Israel. Mr.
Modi last visited Israel in
2017 and Palestine in 2018.

According to the sourc-
es, Mr. Netanyahu has a
long-pending visit planned
to India, which was sche-
duled, but put o� due to
di�erent reasons on at
least three occasions last
year.

Two-state solution
The engagements are par-
ticularly signi�cant after
Mr. Trump sent a letter in-
viting leaders of about 60
countries, including India,
Russia, China, Turkiye, Ar-
gentina, Brazil, Pakistan,

and several West Asian and
European countries. The
Ministry of External A�airs
declined to comment on
whether Mr. Modi would
join the Board of Peace,
and an o�cial said the mat-
ter was “under
discussion”.

According to experts,
the decision must be consi-
dered carefully, taking into
account India’s support for
the two-state solution for
Israel and Palestine, as well
as its commitment to help-
ing the Palestinian people.

“If there is peace in Ga-
za, that is good for the peo-
ple there, and India should
take a lead in humanitarian
assistance, especially given
medical expertise,” said
former Ambassador Anil
Trigunayat, pointing out

that the U.S.’s peace plan
included �nding a pathway
to the two-state solution,
despite Israel’s opposition
to it. 

However, he pointed
out that India would �nd
the “corporate governance
model” proposed for the
Gaza Peace Board, includ-
ing a one billion dollar fee
for permanent member-
ship “troubling”.

Others pointed to Pakis-
tan’s invitation to the
Board as well as an interna-
tional stabilisation force
(ISF) as concerning, as well
as President Trump’s sug-
gestion that the “peace
model” could be an alter-
native to the United
Nations.

“Any engagement has to
be assessed against clear

principles: respect for in-
ternational law, a de�ned
and limited mandate, and
consistency with existing
multilateral frameworks,
particularly the United Na-
tions. India will presuma-
bly take a considered view,
keeping in mind regional
sensitivities, its long-stand-
ing positions, and the need
to avoid open-ended or
precedent-setting arrange-
ment,” said former Foreign
Secretary Nirupama Me-
non Rao, adding that the
government would proba-
bly expect greater clarity
on the mandate and mis-
sion of the Board before
responding to the U.S.

Countries onboard
Among those who had al-
ready agreed to join the
Board are leaders of Argen-
tina, Kazakhstan, Uzbekis-
tan, Morocco, and Canada.
Ukraine and the United
Kingdom have expressed
their opposition to Russian
President Vladimir Putin
being invited.

The U.S. has also nomi-
nated Mr. Trump as chair,
U.S. Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio, Mr. Trump’s spe-
cial negotiator Steve Wit-
ko�, Mr. Trump’s
son-in-law Jared Kushner,
former U.K. Prime Minister
Tony Blair, billionaire U.S.
�nancier Marc Rowan,
World Bank President Ajay
Banga, and Robert Gabriel
from the U.S. National Se-
curity Council.

India mulls Trump Gaza Board
invite, as Israel, UAE leaders join

India provided around 70 tonnes of humanitarian aid to Palestine in two tranches in October and

November 2023. It also sent 65 tonnes of medicines to UNRWA and Palestine in 2024. FILE PHOTO

Sources say Arab leaders to be consulted at conference on January 30-31; decision must be considered taking into account

India’s support for the two-state solution for Israel and Palestine, say experts; Modi likely to travel to West Asia, Israel soon

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

No fresh violence was re-
ported from Assam’s Kok-
rajhar district on Wednes-
day, a day after a road
accident triggered mob
violence, claiming two
lives. The police have ar-
rested 20 people in the
case.

District o�cials said the
situation in the Karigaon
area — the epicentre of the
violence and arson on
Monday night and Tuesday
— was under control. One
of the deceased was a Bodo
tribal, while the other was
an Adivasi youth belonging
to the Santhal community.

“Prohibitory orders un-
der Section 163 of the Bha-
ratiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita remain in force in
the district since Tuesday.
Mobile Internet services in
Kokrajhar and adjoining
Chirang districts also conti-
nue to be temporarily sus-
pended,” an o�cial said. 

“We have set up �ve re-
lief camps for people from
both communities. They
left their homes after the
violence broke out. E�orts
are on to address their feel-
ing of insecurity and help
them return,” the district
o�cial said.

Trouble in Karigaon be-
gan after a group of villag-
ers tried to stop an SUV on
suspicion that it was being
used by cattle lifters. The
driver refused to stop but
lost control a few metres
ahead. The villagers then
attacked the occupants
and set the vehicle on �re.

‘Situation in
violence-hit
Kokrajhar
under control’

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Supreme Court has di-
rected the State govern-
ments to evolve a policy for
police-media brie�ng mo-
delled on a manual pre-
pared by the court’s ami-
cus curiae, senior advocate
Gopal Sankaranarayanan,
establishing a “principled,
rights-compatible and in-
vestigation-safe
framework”.

The order was passed
by a Bench headed by Jus-
tice M.M. Sundresh on a
batch of petitions led by
NGO People’s Union for Ci-
vil Liberties, which had in
2014 led to a signi�cant
judgment in which 16 man-
datory guidelines were laid
down as law to be com-
plied with in the aftermath
of a police encounter or a
suspected extra-judicial

killing. The court had
charged the Home Minis-
try with the responsibility
of preparing the manual
for best practices to be fol-
lowed in police media
brie�ngs. The task even-
tually fell on the amicus.

In its order, the Su-
preme Court took on re-
cord the document pre-
pared by Mr.

Sankaranarayanan titled,
‘Police Manual for Media
Brie�ng’, which was pre-
pared after considering the
views of the Union govern-
ment and the practices
prevalent at the interna-
tional level. 

The order noted the
lack of adequate interest
shown throughout by the
States despite repeated or-
ders granting them time to
participate.

“We do not want to keep
these matters pending any
longer. We deem it appro-
priate to direct the States
to evolve an appropriate
policy for media brie�ng
by taking into considera-
tion the ‘Police Manual for
Media Brie�ng’ furnished
by the amicus curiae. The
needful will have to be
done within a period of
three months from the
date of receipt of a copy of

this order,” the Supreme
Court directed in its order
on January 15, published
on Wednesday.

The Bench ordered the
Supreme Court Registry to
upload Mr. Sankaranaraya-
nan’s work on the Su-
preme Court website with-
in a period of two weeks.

In his manual, Mr. San-
karanarayanan wrote that
his work was in line with
the “public’s legitimate in-
terest in timely, accurate
information” while safe-
guarding the need to safe-
guard the dignity, privacy,
and fair-trial rights of vic-
tims, witnesses and
suspects.

It is also extremely vital
in the current social media
age that the police com-
municate only correct, ver-
i�ed and necessary infor-
mation to the public, the
manual said. 

SC tells States to frame policy on
police media brie�ng in 3 months
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The manual was prepared after

considering practices prevalent

at the international level. 

Days after the Prayagraj
Mela Authority served a
notice on Swami Avimuk-
teshwaranand Saraswati,
head of the Jyotish Peeth of
Badrinath, regarding the
use of the ‘Shankara-
charya’ title, the religious
leader sent an eight-page
reply to the authorities on
Wednesday, demanding
that they withdraw the not-
ice or face legal action.

The tug of war between
the authorities and the
swami started during the
Magh Mela, an annual
month-long religious fair in
which devotees gather at
the Triveni Sangam, the
con�uence of the Ganga,
Yamuna, and the mythical
Saraswati, for a holy dip.
The mela authority is the
agency that manages the
fair’s administration.

On January 18, on the
occasion of Mauni Amava-
sya, the religious leader al-
legedly attempted to reach
the Sangam in his chariot
for bathing. The mela ad-
ministration claimed that
VIP movement was not al-
lowed on that day due to
the swelling crowd at the
ghats. After heated argu-
ments with the police, the
swami staged a protest and
demanded an apology for
the mistreatment he had
experienced. He also al-
leged that police had
thrashed many of his fol-
lowers who were just fol-
lowing the chariot.

Shortly after the swami
staged a protest, terming
the act of the police an “in-
sult of Shankaracharya”,
one of the highest titles gi-
ven to a seer, the Mela ad-
ministration issued a not-
ice questioning him for
using the title, even though
an appeal related to the
same is sub judice in the
Supreme Court.

Shankaracharya is a title
that is given to the heads of
four Hindu monasteries es-
tablished by the 8th-Centu-
ry monk Adi Sankara.

In his response to the
administration’s notice,
the swami’s lawyer, Anjani
Kumar Mishra, stated that
the apex court had not
barred his client from
holding the title. He cited
the previous orders of the
top court and maintained
that the swami was the
“Shankaracharya” of the
Jyotish Peeth of Badrinath.
He also stated that the not-
ice issued by the adminis-
tration had caused serious
�nancial, social, and repu-
tational damages to the
swami, a�ecting his digni-
ty, honour, and �nancial
a�airs associated with reli-
gious observances. He de-
manded that the authori-
ties withdraw the notice or
face legal action.

Political war
Attacking the BJP-led Uttar
Pradesh government for
insulting the seer, Samaj-
wadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav said the ruling par-
ty’s love for Hinduism was
fake and now it had been
established as a fact. He ad-
ded that the Chief Minister
must apologise to the seer.

Congress leader Pawan
Khera accused the govern-
ment of disrupting a centu-
ries-old religious tradition
by not allowing him to take
the customary ‘royal bath’.

Row erupts in U.P.
over use of title of
‘Shankaracharya’ 

Swami Avimukteshwaranand

Saraswati

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Indian Air Force Chief Air
Chief Marshal A.P. Singh
on Wednesday empha-
sised that military power
remained the ultimate ar-
biter of national security,
asserting that economic or
diplomatic strength alone
could not safeguard
sovereignty.

Speaking at the 22nd
Subroto Mukherjee semi-
nar on national security
imperatives in New Delhi,
he cited the recent expe-
riences of Venezuela and
Iraq as cautionary exam-
ples of nations left vulnera-
ble without robust defence
capabilities. 

‘Military
power still 
the ultimate
arbiter’

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court, while staying its own judg-
ment on the de�nition of the range, had found
that only 1,048 Aravalli hills out of a total 12,081 in
Rajasthan alone would meet the 100-metre eleva-
tion threshold and, consequently, the lower rang-
es would be “stripped o�” the environmental pro-
tection, exposing them to unregulated mining.
The court had agreed that it would be a “signi�-
cant regulatory lacuna” in safeguarding the Ara-
valli. “This stay shall remain in e�ect until the pre-
sent proceedings reach a State of logical �nality,
ensuring that no irreversible administrative or ec-
ological actions are taken based on the current
framework,” the court had ordered.

It had barred fresh or renewed mining leases in
the Aravalli region without prior permission of
the apex court.

Chief Justice Kant on Wednesday admitted the
intervention application represented by Mr. Sibal,
saying this was not an adversarial litigation, and
views and ideas were welcome.

Diverse team of experts
to ‘de�ne’ Aravallis 

Political parties in Uttar
Pradesh on Wednesday
questioned the transfer of
Sambhal Chief Judicial Ma-
gistrate (CJM) Vibhanshu
Sudheer, who had directed
a First Information Report
(FIR) to be lodged against
police o�cers in connec-
tion with communal vio-
lence in Sambhal in No-
vember 2024.

The Congress described
the transfer as politically
motivated. In a more cau-
tious approach, Samajwadi
Party (SP) president Akhi-
lesh Yadav warned that on-
ly an independent judici-
ary could provide
guardianship to the
Constitution.

Some lawyers in Samb-
hal also protested Mr. Sud-
heer’s transfer, alleging
that the move undermined
judicial independence.
They alleged that a “good
judge” was being “demot-
ed” for passing orders
against police o�cials.

On January 9, the CJM
had directed an FIR to be
�led against former Circle
O�cer Anuj Chaudhary,
Kotwali in-charge Anuj To-
mar, and 15 to 20 other un-
identi�ed police personnel
on the basis of allegations

that the police had opened
�re with the intention of
killing a youth.

“There are serious ques-
tion marks due to the tim-
ing of the transfer. It sends
a broader message which
is for people to under-
stand. It is becoming a pat-
tern where the govern-
ment is putting pressure
on the pillars of democra-
cy,” Congress national se-
cretary Shahnawaz Alam
said.

Mr. Yadav made a cryp-
tic post on X. “Truth does
not move, its place is im-
movable. The violation of
the independence of the
judiciary is a direct viola-
tion of democracy,” he
said, sharing a video clip
about the transfer with his
post.

Opposition slams transfer of
Sambhal judicial magistrate

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Vibhanshu Sudheer
had ordered �ling of
FIRs against police
o�cers in Sambhal
violence case
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T
he Election Com-
mission (EC) has
said many instanc-

es of “logical discrepan-
cies” found on the electo-
ral rolls of West Bengal
defy science.

Two electors were
found with more than 200
children, seven with more
than 100 children, 10 with
more than 50 children,
and another 10 with more
than 40.

“Some electors are
linked with unusually high
numbers of children… Ma-
ny such instances are
scienti�cally impossible to
entertain as valid map-
ping,” the EC stated in an
a�davit to the Supreme
Court on the conduct of
the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) exercise in West
Bengal.

‘Mapping’ is the techni-
cal term used by the EC to
link an elector’s lineage
with the 2002 electoral
roll. The poll panel said it
had decided that cases in
which six or more electors
had mapped themselves to
a single person would me-
rit “greater scrutiny with
regard to the validity of
linkage”.

The EC a�davit showed
that in 4,59,054 instances,
electors were found to
have more than �ve chil-
dren, while 2,06,056 elec-
tors were linked to more
than six children.

“In 2019-2021, as per the
NFHS-5 survey, the average
household size in India is
4.4. This denotes that on

average, each family con-
sists of two-three children.
However, in some cases,
the number of electors
linked to one person is
more than 50,” the EC, re-
presented by senior advo-
cate Rakesh Dwivedi and
advocate Eklavya Dwivedi,
noted.

A 50-year gap between
parents and children has
also been �agged as a logi-
cal discrepancy. The poll
panel reasoned that the
fertility rate for women be-
comes negligible after 45
years of age.

The EC vehemently ob-
jected to criticism by peti-
tioners that “logical discre-
pancies” were just another
new category found to dis-
enfranchise electors.

“Discovery of a logical
discrepancy merely leads
to issuance of a notice for
veri�cation. The elector
will have to clarify the dis-

crepancy and/or produce
necessary documents to
the satisfaction of the Elec-
toral Registration O�cer
(ERO),” the EC said.

It denied “�eld reports”
cited by petitioners, in-
cluding the Trinamool
Congress leaders such as
Dola Sen, that a�ected vo-
ters were women electors
and minorities and that
90% of the cases were re-
latable to “failure of the
algorithm”.

The a�davit detailed
that the draft electoral rolls
published on December
16, 2025, saw the exclusion
of 58 lakh voters due to
reasons such as absence,
death, permanent shifting
of ordinary residence and
duplication of entries. The
EC said these exclusions
ought not be considered as
“deletions”. 

The poll body said “non-
inclusion” on the draft

rolls was preceded by a
house-to-house survey.
Those excluded would be
given an opportunity of
hearings. There were no
“centralised software-
based deletions of voters
from the electoral rolls”.

The SIR was conducted
with the aid of 80,681
BLOs, more than 7,000 AE-
ROs, 294 EROs and over
4000 micro-observers in
West Bengal. The notice
phase started on Decem-
ber 16, 2025 and would
continue till February 7,
2026.

“The linkage with pre-
vious SIR electoral rolls
was done manually to en-
sure that all electors having
linkage with the previous
SIR electoral rolls are se-
gregated for inclusion in
the �nal electoral roll.
Those who cannot be
linked are issued notices.
Upon issuance of notice, in

case the elector has been
erroneously left out, he or
she can furnish the extract
of linkage with the pre-
vious electoral roll, and in
that event, his or her name
is bound to be included in
the �nal electoral roll,” the
EC clari�ed.

The poll panel under-
scored that only mappings
found to be incorrect, or
su�ering from grave irreg-
ularities, or not linked to
electoral rolls of 2002
would be scrutinised.

Defending the use of
digital communication, it
further said that sending
instruction on WhatsApp
or conveying them
through video-conferenc-
ing was undeniably speedy
modes of communication.
“Nothing is showing that
instructions issued
through digital mode are in
con�ict with SIR,” the EC
said, countering submis-
sions that such practices
dented transparency. 

The EC strongly object-
ed to the presence of polit-
ical parties’ booth-level
agents (BLAs) at the veri�-
cation hearings.

“Hearings are quasi-jud-
icial and only for the per-
sons concerned. Presence
of BLAs would be obstruc-
tive and the hearing pro-
cess would be delayed un-
necessarily. There are six
national parties and two
State parties in West Ben-
gal… Presence of eight
BLAs in the hearing bet-
ween the ERO and the
prospective elector would
turn chaotic, considering
the charged atmosphere,”
the EC reasoned.

‘Logical discrepancies’ in Bengal
SIR defy science, EC informs SC

Long wait: People standing in queues at a centre during hearings for the special intensive revision of

electoral rolls at Balurghat in Dakshin Dinajpur district of West Bengal. PTI 

Some electors are linked with unusually high numbers of children, many instances are scienti�cally impossible to entertain

as valid mapping, it says; EC objects to criticism that ‘logical discrepancies’ are just another way to disenfranchise electors

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Around 3.26 crore of the
12.55 crore voters in Uttar
Pradesh whose names ap-
peared on the draft electo-
ral list at the conclusion of
the enumeration phase of
the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) process could be
sent notices asking them to
attend hearings.

Of the 3.26 crore, the
names of nearly 1.04 crore
could not be mapped to
the 2003 voter lists when
the previous SIR had been
conducted, while 2.22
crore had “logical discre-
pancies” in mapping,
sources in the State Chief
Electoral O�ce told The
Hindu. 

Those who could not be
mapped to the 2003 lists
must appear before the As-
sistant Electoral Registra-
tion O�cer (AERO) or Elec-
toral Registration O�cer
(ERO) speci�ed in the not-
ices and submit any of the
12 documents mandated
by the Election Commis-
sion (EC) to prove their
age, citizenship, and place
of residence. 

Those who received not-
ices regarding logical dis-
crepancies will also have to
attend the hearings and
provide the requisite docu-
ments. Some of the logical
discrepancies that have
been �agged are an age gap
of less than 15 years bet-
ween parents and their
children; one parent being
mapped with more than
six children; an age gap of
less than 40 years with
grandparents; and mis-
match in names.

However, sources said
that discrepancies regard-

ing mismatch in names
would be �rst reviewed by
the booth-level o�cer. If
the mismatch was only due
to spelling mistakes or oth-
er minor di�erences, then
the elector would not be
required to submit
documents.

Of the 15.44 crore voters
on the earlier 2025 list,
12.55 crore names were re-
tained on the draft list pu-
blished on January 6. 

With the publication of
the draft list, the month-
long claims and objections
phase got under way and
the �nal list would be pu-
blished on March 6.

The draft list in Uttar
Pradesh was published af-
ter a 62-day enumeration
phase of the SIR, which
had seen three extensions
in the State. The exercise
was originally scheduled to
end on December 11. The
�rst extension was for 15
days till December 26, the
second till December 31
and �nally, January 6.

The 2.89 crore names
deleted were the highest
for any State in absolute
numbers. 

Out of these, 46.23 lakh
voters (2.99%) were found
to be deceased, 2.17 crore
(14.06%) had either perma-
nently migrated or were
not available during the
veri�cation process, and
another 25.47 lakh (1.65%)
were found to be regis-
tered at more than one
place.

Around 3.26 crore
U.P. voters could get
SIR hearing notices
Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

Of the 15.44 crore
voters on the earlier
2025 list, 12.55 crore
names were retained
on the draft list

As controversy continues
over the ongoing special in-
tensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar on Wednes-
day said no appeals were
�led after the “puri�cation
of the electoral rolls” and
no re-polls were required
in Bihar. 

The �rst phase of the ex-
ercise was conducted in
the State ahead of last
year’s elections.

Delivering his inaugural
address at the India Inter-
national Conference on
Democracy and Election
Management, 2026, Mr.
Kumar said that a “pure”
voters’ list was the key to
strengthening democracy.

“Pure electoral rolls, in-
cluding every elector as
per law, are essential to
strengthen democracy and
for all the elections to be
held based on the electoral
rolls,” he said.

He said the electoral
rolls in Bihar were revised
amid intense public scruti-
ny, adding, “From puri�ca-
tion of rolls to the conduct
of elections, a great level of
e�ciency was achieved by
the local poll machinery.”

“You will be amazed
with the e�ciency of the
BLOs, the Electoral Regis-
tration O�cers and the
Chief Electoral O�cer of
Bihar that out of 75 million
electors, the number of ap-
peals were zero,” he said.

IICDEM-2026 is the lar-
gest conference of its kind
ever hosted by India in the
�eld of democracy and
election management.

No appeals
�led after
Bihar SIR, no
re-election
needed: CEC 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Alleging that the rights of
rural workers are being
eroded by replacing the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Act (MGNREGA)
with the Viksit Bharat –
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
Act, the Congress on Wed-
nesday announced a na-
tional-level dialogue on the
issue during which work-
ers from across the coun-
try would bring a �stful of
soil from their work sites.

Congress communica-
tions chief Jairam Ramesh
said a national conference
organised by the “MGNRE-
GA Bachao Morcha” will be
held on Thursday and it
would be addressed by
Congress president Malli-

karjun Kharge and Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi.

‘Arriving with soil’
“Today, ahead of this con-
ference, workers from
across the country are ar-
riving with soil from their
respective workplaces,” Mr
Ramesh said on X.

Earlier, at a press confe-
rence, Sandeep Dikshit,
chairperson of the Rach-

natmak Congress, shared
details of the programme. 

“During the COVID pe-
riod, the MGNREGA
scheme became a lifeline
for crores of people.
MGNREGA had truly
earned a place in people’s
hearts. In the context of
MGNREGA being replaced
with a new Act, we held
discussions with various
organisations that have
long been working for the

rights of farmers and la-
bourers. One single point
emerged consistently from
all these conversations and
discussions: people’s
rights are being snatched
away,” Mr. Dikshit said.

He accused the Naren-
dra Modi government of
destroying the entire pro-
cess where panchayats de-
cided and worked for their
prosperity and develop-
ment. He said workers
from across the country
are gathering on Thursday
to share their experiences.

“All these people have
played an important role in
nation-building through
their hard work and with
the support of MGNREGA,”
Mr. Dikshit said.

“They will interact with
us, share the story of their
struggle and the strategy
ahead,” Mr. Dikshit said.

Congress �ags ‘erosion of worker’s
rights’, to hold national meet today
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

During the
COVID period,

the MGNREGA scheme
became a lifeline for
crores of people.
MGNREGA had truly
earned a place in
people’s hearts

SANDEEP DIKSHIT 
Congress leader

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday
held a meeting with dis-
trict presidents of the par-
ty from Haryana and Utta-
rakhand as part of the
Congress’s ‘Sangathan Sri-

jan Abhiyan’ (organisation
rejuvenation campaign). 

Mr. Gandhi said that
while the prevailing “em-
pire of corrupt power”
posed a major challenge,
party workers must face
these obstacles with cour-
age and strengthen the
organisation.

Face ‘corrupt power’
with courage: Rahul 

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Mozambican rights activist
and humanitarian Graca
Machel has been selected
for the Indira Gandhi Prize
for Peace, Disarmament
and Development for
2025, the Indira Gandhi
Memorial Trust an-
nounced on Wednesday.

The decision was taken
by an international jury
chaired by former National
Security Adviser Shivshan-
kar Menon.

Ms. Machel was chosen
for her “path-breaking
work” in the �elds of edu-
cation, health and nutri-
tion, economic empower-
ment and humanitarian
action, carried out under
di�cult circumstances, the
Trust said in a statement.

The award carries a
cash prize of ₹1 crore along
with a citation and a
trophy.

Describing her as a dis-
tinguished African states-
woman and human rights
advocate, the trust said Ms.
Machel’s life’s work has
been rooted in the struggle
for self-determination and
the protection of vulnera-
ble communities.

Mozambican rights
activist to get Indira
Gandhi Peace Prize

Graca Machel

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
on Wednesday accused the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi, of paying lip ser-
vice to the issue of propor-
tional representation for
the Scheduled Castes (SC)
and other communities in
the Congress.

The allegation followed
a video clip circulating on
social media in which
former Punjab Chief Minis-
ter and Congress MP Cha-
ranjit Singh Channi was
purportedly heard, at a re-
cent meeting, seeking grea-

ter SC representation in
the party.

Addressing a press con-
ference, BJP spokesperson
Shehzad Poonawalla said
that while the Congress
leader spoke vociferously
about a caste census, Mr.
Gandhi’s own party leader,
Mr. Channi, was “saying
that they are not getting
justice there”. “Even with-
in the party, you are not

able to do the work of a
popular leader or deliver
social justice... Channi-ji
has exposed the gap bet-
ween Rahul Gandhi-ji’s
principles and words, and
his actions and state-
ments,” Mr. Poonawalla
said.

Mr. Poonawalla also crit-
icised in�ghting within
Congress units, citing in-
stances in Punjab, Harya-
na, Himachal Pradesh, Kar-
nataka, and Tamil Nadu.
“The Congress keeps �ght-
ing against itself. It is a frag-
mented party. This is what
happens when Rahul
Gandhi is its leader,” he
said.

BJP accuses Rahul of paying only
lip service to SC representation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Poonawalla cites
Channi’s recent
comments to target
Rahul Gandhi 
on the issue
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In the Bhagavatham, Prahlada says there is no enemy
beyond one’s own mind if it is uncontrolled and adds that
the supreme worship of the Lord lies in keeping the mind
unperturbed and even. In the Kali Yuga, most people �nd
it di�cult to control the wavering mind, to correct which,
they seek divine grace, by visiting temples. The inner
peace and joy experienced by a devotee standing in front
of his favourite deity is immeasurable. The tougher the ac-
cess to a temple, the more number of devotees are drawn
to it. There are some temples which call for austere adhe-
rence: restrictions on food, restraint on senses and senso-
ry pleasures and channeling all thoughts towards the Su-
preme Being. The Sabarimala Ayyappan temple is one
such, said P. Swaminathan.

From the �rst day of the Tamil month of Karthigai, to
the �rst day of Thai, the black wave pulsates everywhere,
with young and old alike begin their spiritual journey, cul-
minating in the visit to Sabarimala for the Makar Jyoti dar-
shan, that follows Thai Pongal. Devotees begin this special
journey by going to a nearby temple, chant the Sarana
Gosham, wear the tulsi garland with the help of the Gurus-
wami and begin their austerity, clad in black. During the
observance of this fast, they observe strict traditions of
fasting (eating only twice), abstaining from meat-based
meals, giving up consumption of liquor, tobacco-based
products, forgoing conjugal rights, bathing twice a day,
etc, practices which are aimed at cleansing the mind and
body. The mass chants of “Swamiye Saranam Ayyappa” �ll
the air. The call of Ayyappa is call to self control, which in
turn helps one reach the Lord.

The call of Ayyappa

FAITH
�

This year’s Republic Day parade will include a
tableau celebrating 150 years of Vande Mataram,
which will feature a moving tractor bearing the
complete manuscript of the song, including all
six original stanzas, not just the two later
adopted as India’s national song. This follows an
acrimonious debate on Vande Mataram in
Parliament last month, where Prime Minister
Narendra Modi accused the Congress of
“betraying” and “sabotaging” the song by
removing “crucial verses”. The Culture Ministry’s
tableau will also feature a composition of Vande
Mataram sung by young people, inspired by the
Vishnupant Pagnis version reversing the order of
the song to highlight the excluded stanzas.

Vande Mataram to feature in
Republic Day parade tableau

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 
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�

(set by Incognito)

Solve this puzzle online and 

access more puzzles at

https://thehindu.com/crosswords

Across

8 Actress Lucille's boy gets everything (4)

9 Fowl transported by mid-morning... carried by air (5)

10 Suspend Chinese girl (4)

11 Bachelor throwing corn, with love, for wild horse (6)

12 Buried one with book and made a mistake (8)

13 Before middle of operation, California doctor covers the
bishop's seat (8)

15 Violently slay, er, in sanctuary (6)

17 Waste fried eatables (7)

19 Hopelessness from touring Paris after Germany (7)

22 Colour repaired sliding door when lords go away (6)

24 Fascinating method of attaching metal sheets (8)

26 Gnu runs with fruit on starting to hear terrible shoot-out (8)

28 Discuss a type of tree I left (6)

30 Prohibit nitrogen in shed (4)

31 American statesman getting 10 in 10, including an 'A' (5)

32 Direction right on the map? (4)

Down

1 So left sailor in confusion in den (4)

2 Chinese alien follows scheme to make coin blank (8)

3 Have enough money for a fine car (6)

4 Coal placed around highway from London to Leeds by Charlie?
It's funny! (7)

5 Start and excitedly eat in it after one (8)

6 Shout about that lady's fruit (6)

7 Keen to break joint? (4)

14 Public Relations O�icer wearing a new pinny (5)

16 University inn arranged to cover ring for marriage (5)

18 Extend Musk's portal (8)

20 Secured IP rights for portable accommodation possessed by
father and editor (8)

21 Exert erroneously in physical training and excuse (7)

23 Horribly faint after taking in a bit of noxious tot (6)

25 Empty tin in vessel (6)

27 Them flying around North Pole results in snafu, perhaps (4)

29 Simple Yankee follows nearly 32 (4)
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SCAN TO PLAY

Information Technology
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
has said that producing
massive large language
models (LLMs) does not
necessarily give countries
a geopolitical “edge” and
that the return on the mas-
sive investments being
made in AI technologies
will go to countries that are
able to deploy them pro�t-
ably. The boom in coun-
tries with massive invest-
ment “might be leading to
a situation” where the
�rms investing in the AI
craze “go bust”, Mr. Vaish-
naw said at the World Eco-
nomic Forum at Davos,
Switzerland, on Tuesday.

“If you look at the way
AI is shaping geopolitics,
what can a country which
has a very large model,
let’s say without taking any
names, can it switch o�
that model,” Mr. Vaishnaw
asked. “Fair, switch it o�.
What will happen to a
country like India? We
have our own bouquet of
models which can be used
for 95% of our work. So
does creating a large mo-
del give you geopolitical
power? I don’t think so.”
The return on investment
would depend on deploy-
ment capabilities, where
India was well-positioned

to take a lead by helping
�rms around the world in-
tegrate AI into their pro-
cesses, Mr. Vaishnaw said.

“It might actually be
causing certain conditions
where the people who are
creating those large mo-
dels might go bankrupt in
the coming years. You nev-
er know … If you have a 50
billion parameter model,
you can deploy it using one
GPU. If you have a 30 bil-
lion parameter model,
which is absolutely good
for 80% of your work, you
don’t even require a GPU.
Where is the geopolitical
thing in that? You have a
large number of CPUs
working in the entire
world, and custom silicon
products are coming from
an amazing number of
companies and countries
where you wouldn’t need
to be dependent on any
particular country,” he
said.

‘Big AI spending
does not guarantee
geopolitical power’

Ashwini Vaishnaw

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Nearly 30 experts commis-
sioned by the leading med-
ical journal Lancet to sug-
gest reforms in India’s
healthcare system have
called for an “... integrat-
ed, citizen-centred health-
care delivery system that is
publicly �nanced and pu-
blicly provided as the
primary vehicle for Univer-
sal Health Coverage, while
shaping the private sector
to leverage its strengths”.

Presented as a series of
commentary and articles
in the journal that went on-
line on Wednesday, the
commission of experts re-
commends a “transition”
from focusing only on pro-
fessional quali�cations (of
healthcare workers) to em-
phasising provider “com-
petencies, values, and mo-
tivations, and empowering
frontline workers and

practitioners of Indian sys-
tems of medicine (Ayurve-
da, Yoga, Unani, Siddha,
and Homeopathy).” 

Those involved include
academics from Harvard
Medical School, Johns
Hopkins University, Asho-
ka University (Haryana),
Indian Institute of Public
Health, and Indian Insti-
tute of Management,
Bangalore.

The commission said
that hurdles in insurance
legislation needing large
amounts of capital and
preventing insurers and
providers from incorporat-
ing integrated care princi-
ples need to be addressed.
The deployment of digital
technologies can catalyse
many of the reforms pro-
posed by the commission,
for example to facilitate

the integration of diverse,
registered healthcare pro-
viders with multiple types
of payers and patients, fa-
cilitating health data ex-
change, structured care
coordination, and commu-
nication among them. 

The rapid and wides-
pread deployment of tech-
nologies, such as arti�cial
intelligence and genomics,
as well as capital-e�cient
technology innovations,
can drive the health sys-
tem towards point-of-need
delivery of advanced diag-
nostics, preventive care,
and citizen-centred care,
the document noted.

“To empower State, dis-
trict, and local government
institutions to design and
implement responsive re-
forms, there should be
clear role de�nitions, en-
hanced �nancial and man-
agement autonomy, and
strengthened capacities
for local o�cials. Improv-

ing fund �ow e�ciency
through digital tools, sim-
plifying �nancial proce-
dures, and reducing bu-
reaucratic hurdles will
enhance fund utilisation,”
the commission said. 

“Moving from line-item
budgets to global budgets
would support �nancial
autonomy and motivate
providers to deliver high-
quality, citizen-centred
care and, accompanied by
reporting and evaluation
criteria focused on health
outcomes instead of inputs
and outputs, would shift
the culture of accounting
to one of accountability
and trust,” it added.

The commission said
that with “WHO facing se-
rious di�culties and the
U.S. Government in retreat
from global health”, India
can be “a stronger voice for
the Global South and pro-
mote a more equitable dis-
tribution of power...” 

Lancet experts call for a ‘citizen-centric’
healthcare delivery and use of technology
Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

A healthcare system that is publicly financed and publicly provided

would serve best for universal coverage, experts said. FILE PHOTO

A two-seater microlite air-
craft of the Indian Air
Force (IAF) made a forced
landing in an uninhabited
area near Prayagraj in Ut-
tar Pradesh on Wednesday
after experiencing a tech-
nical malfunction, the In-
dian Air Force said.

The incident occurred
at quarter past noon when
the plane was undertaking
a routine sortie from the
Air Force Station, Bamrau-
li. “Both pilots on board
are safe,” the Air Force said
in a statement, adding that
a court of inquiry had been
ordered to ascertain the
exact cause of the malfunc-
tion.

A rescue operation is under way as an aircraft of the Indian Air Force

force-landed in Prayagraj on Wednesday. ANI

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Air Force plane makes
forced landing; pilots
safe, probe ordered

The Department of Tele-
communications (DoT) on
Wednesday de-licensed
half the spectrum in the 6
gigahertz (GHz) band, a
heavily contested band of
airwaves that tech �rms
have argued needs to be
freed up for WiFi and other
free-of-cost use cases,
while telecom �rms have
maintained it should be
auctioned for use in future
mobile telephony.

Some restrictions re-
main, such as use on mov-
ing vehicles and oil rigs,
but for most indoor use,
5,925–6,425 MHz is now
open for WiFi. Routers that
support 6GHz have typical-
ly switched the frequency
o� in India. 

A software update may
be issued for devices in
coming weeks. 

DoT allows
use of half of
6GHz band
for WiFi

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

I
ndia had to withdraw
the dependents and
family members of of-

�cials from its missions in
Bangladesh because of the
“deteriorating” law and or-
der situation in the coun-
try, with Indian posts fac-
ing a sustained threat of
mob attack for the past few
months, according to In-
dian o�cials.

They emphasised that
this is a “precautionary”
measure, as tensions esca-
late ahead of the February
12 election. The withdra-
wal of dependents and fa-
milies from missions in
Bangladesh will not impact
diplomatic and consular
activities, o�cials told The
Hindu.

“The decision to declare
Dhaka as a ‘non-family’ sta-
tion was a precautionary
measure given the deterio-
rating security situation.
Over the past few months,
over two dozen protests
have taken place in close
proximity to the Indian
High Commission in Dha-
ka. Further, on December
18, at the Assistant High
Commission of India in
Chittagong, protesters
threw stones on the pre-

mises,” an o�cial source
said, highlighting the
heightened threats faced
by Indian posts in Bangla-
desh since December
2025.

India-Bangladesh ties
hit a new hurdle last
month with the murder of
Sharif Osman Hadi, an Isla-
mist youth leader who led
the radical out�t July Man-
cho. After Mr. Hadi was
shot on December 12, there
were allegations that his
murderers had �ed to In-
dia. As the rumours and al-
legations spread online,
the Indian High Commis-
sion in Dhaka and Assis-

tant High Commissions in
Chittagong, Khulna, and
Rajshahi faced threats. Tit-
for-tat incidents were also
reported from Agartala,
Kolkata, and New Delhi,
where protesters raised
slogans outside the Bangla-
desh High Commission
during the same time.

O�cials here said the sa-
fety concerns raised by
Dhaka regarding Bangla-
desh’s missons in India in
December had been ad-
dressed adequately, noting
that India continues to
maintain a “heightened
police presence” on the
road leading to the Bangla-

desh High Commission in
New Delhi’s diplomatic en-
clave. 

India is continuously
tracking developments in-
side Bangladesh, o�cials
said, with tensions expect-
ed to escalate as the Awami
League led by deposed
Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina, which is banned in
Bangladesh, has restarted
its activities from Indian
soil. A major press interac-
tion was organised by Awa-
mi League leaders on Janu-
ary 17 and a similar media
engagement is expected to
take place in New Delhi la-
ter this week.

Dhaka declared ‘non-family’
station as precaution: o�cials

Tight protection: Security personnel deployed near the Indian High Commission in Dhaka as

Bangladeshi groups gather for a protest march in December. PTI

This is a precautionary measure due to the threat of mob attacks against Indian missions, o�cials

say, with tensions rising ahead of the February 12 polls; will not hurt diplomatic activities, they add

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Wednesday
hailed Gita Press, saying it has kept alive the
celebration of Sanatan consciousness in every
era. Speaking at the release of the centenary
issue of Gita Press’s monthly magazine Kalyan in
Rishikesh, Mr. Shah said the publication has, in
every time of crisis, kept the lamp of Indian
culture burning and worked to organise the
righteous strength of the followers of Sanatan
Dharma. Terming Gita Press an organisation that
has never worked for pro�t, Mr. Shah said it has
produced a wide range of literature that led to an
awakening of consciousness in the nation.

Gita Press has kept Sanatan
consciousness alive: Shah
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MARKET WATCH

WEDNESDAY % CHANGE

Sensex ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 81,910 ddddddddddddddddddd -0.33

US Dollar dddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 91.65 ddddddddddddddddddd -0.74

Gold dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd1,59,700 dddddddddddddddddddd 4.24

Brent oil dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 65.06 dddddddddddddddddddd 0.15

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Enter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2032.20. . . . . . . . -22.90

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1378.60. . . . . . . . . . 11.00

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6826.50. . . . . . . . -86.00

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2661.10. . . . . . . . -14.50

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1284.90. . . . . . . . . . -8.60

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 9179.00. . . . . . . . . . -1.00

Bajaj Finserv . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1959.90. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.20

Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 936.25. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.05

Bharat Elec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 402.65. . . . . . . . . . -6.70

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1996.10. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.10

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1369.60. . . . . . . . . . -8.80

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 414.05. . . . . . . . . . -1.25

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1157.20. . . . . . . . . . -9.50

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 7140.00. . . . . . . . -33.50

Eternal Ltd.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 283.50. . . . . . . . . . 13.90

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2735.60. . . . . . . . . . 22.00

HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1682.50. . . . . . . . . . -4.80

HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 920.35. . . . . . . . -10.85

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 724.35. . . . . . . . . . -7.75

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 939.20. . . . . . . . . . 11.10

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2368.00. . . . . . . . -11.10

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1349.00. . . . . . . . -26.80

IntGlobeAvi. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4857.50. . . . . . . . . . 67.50

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1654.40. . . . . . . . . . -4.50

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 324.75. . . . . . . . . . -1.55

Jio Financial Servic-

es Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 263.25. . . . . . . . . . -2.25

JSW Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1174.60. . . . . . . . . . 14.60

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 421.60. . . . . . . . . . -2.20

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3766.50. . . . . . . . -44.00

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3553.30. . . . . . . . . . -4.20

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 15770.00. . . . . . -109.00

Max Healthcare . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1004.20. . . . . . . . . . 11.30

NestleIndia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1283.20. . . . . . . . -12.50

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 338.70. . . . . . . . . . -0.05

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 242.37. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.98

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 255.80. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.75

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1404.60. . . . . . . . . . 10.60

SBI Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2055.40. . . . . . . . . . . . 6.30

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1028.65. . . . . . . . . . -7.75

Shriram Finance

Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 986.00. . . . . . . . . . -1.50

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1612.90. . . . . . . . . . -0.90

TataConsumerPro-

duct . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1163.60. . . . . . . . -21.40

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 184.41. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.85

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3122.60. . . . . . . . . . 20.30

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1686.70. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.20

Titan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4079.20. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.70

Tata Motors PV . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 339.25. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.40

Trent Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3764.40. . . . . . . . -71.70

UltraTech Cement . . . .. . . . . 12231.00. . . . . . . . 172.00

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 239.55. . . . . . . . . . -0.35

State-owned re�ner Hindustan Petroleum’s net
pro�t rose 57.7% year-on-year to ₹4,011 crore in
the third quarter on improved gross re�ning
margins amid a relatively lower oil price regime.
The re�ner’s gross re�ning margins in the
reporting quarter stood at $8.85 per barrel,
which is 47.3% higher than the comparable
period last year. Hindustan Petroleum’s revenue
rose 4.7% on a year-on-year basis to ₹1.24 lakh
crore in the December ended quarter. 

HPCL Q3 net jumps 57% YoY 
on improved re�ning margins 

INBRIEF
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Bank of India’s (BoI) standalone pro�t after tax
(PAT) increased 7.4% to ₹2,705 crore in the third
quarter of �scal 2026, as against ₹2,518 crore in
the year-earlier period. Net interest income
increased 6% to ₹6,461 crore as against ₹6,070
crore in the year earlier. Net interest margin
(NIM) narrowed to 2.6% from 2.8% in the
year-ago period. The bank’s share of gross NPAs
in total advances improved to 2.3% in the
December quarter from 3.8% in the year earlier.

Bank of India Q3 PAT 
rises 7.4% to ₹2,705 crore

Consolidated Q3 net pro�t of Dr. Reddy’s Labs
fell more than 15% to ₹1,189.6 crore from ₹1,404.2
crore a year earlier on multiple factors, including
decline in sales of a key generic cancer drug in
the U.S. Besides lower sales of Lenalidomide,
other factors dragging pro�t were price erosion
in North America and Europe and reduction in
revenue from the PSAI business. A one-time
provision of ₹120 crore made in the backdrop of
new labour codes in India also impacted pro�t.

Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories Q3
net declines 15% to ₹1,190 cr. The Union Cabinet on

Wednesday approved an
equity infusion of ₹5,000
crore into the Small Indus-
tries Development Bank of
India (SIDBI) to expand the
credit available to micro,
small and medium enter-
prises (MSMEs).

The infusion will be
made by the Department
of Financial Services (DFS)

in three tranches. Of the
total amount, ₹3,000 crore
will be infused in 2025-26
at a book value of ₹568.65
as on March 31, 2025, and
₹1,000 crore each in 2026-
27 and 2027-28 at the book
value prevailing at the end
of the respective previous
�nancial year.

“After the capital infu-
sion, the number of
MSMEs to be provided �-
nancial assistance is ex-
pected to increase from

76.26 lakh at the end of �-
nancial year 2025 to 102
lakh (approximately 25.74
lakh new MSME bene�ciar-
ies will be added) by the
end of �nancial year 2027-
28,” the government said.

According to o�cial da-
ta, as of September 30,
2025, about 6.9 crore
MSMEs registered with the
government employed
30.16 crore people. This
worked out to an average
employment generation of

4.37 persons per enter-
prise, it said. Based on this
average, the addition of
new MSME bene�ciaries is
estimated to generate em-
ployment for about 1.12
crore people by 2027-28. 

The additional capital
infusion would be neces-
sary to help SIDBI main-
tain a strong capital to risk-
weighted assets ratio
(CRAR), as its risk-weighted
assets are expected to grow
with increased lending to

MSMEs. “A healthy CRAR,
well above the mandated
level, is a key to protecting
credit ratings,” the release
said. “SIDBI will bene�t
from an infusion of addi-
tional share capital by
maintaining a healthy
CRAR. This infusion of ad-
ditional capital would ena-
ble SIDBI to generate re-
sources at fair interest
rates, thereby increasing
the �ow of credit to MSMEs
at competitive costs.” 

Cabinet okays ₹5,000 crore equity infusion into SIDBI
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

L&T Vyoma, the digital in-
fra arm of L&T on Wednes-
day broke ground for a 40
MW green, AI-ready data
centre at Mahape in Navi
Mumbai, marking the �rst
phase of a planned 100
MW campus in the city. PTI

L&T Vyoma
breaks ground
for data centre 

Indian rupee depreciated
to a fresh low of ₹91.65 a
dollar on Wednesday on
continued capital out�ow
and rising risk of U.S. ac-
quisition of Greenland.

The Indian currency
opened at ₹91.1 and shot to
a low of ₹91.65 at day’s
close. The primary reason
for the currency’s fall was
persistent out�ows of fo-
reign institutional invest-
ments from the Indian
equity market. 

FPI pull-out
The FIIs pulled out more
than ₹30,000 crore from
Indian equities so far. Wor-
sening geopolitical risks
like the increasing scope
for acquisition of Green-

land by the U.S. has be-
come an add-on trigger.

“The Indian Rupee suf-
fered its steepest single day
decline in two months,
plunging 68 paise to a re-
cord low of 91.65 against
the U.S. Dollar,” said Nan-
dish Shah, deputy VP,

HDFC Securities. 
“The currency is reeling

under the weight of aggres-
sive foreign capital out-
�ows from domestic equi-
ties and a prolonged delay
in a U.S. trade deal. Height-
ened geopolitical uncer-
tainty continues to fuel de-

preciation, with the pace
of the fall largely over-
whelming intermittent RBI
interventions,” he added.

While the continuous
depreciation in the curren-
cy found its way into polit-
ical discussions, RBI Go-
vernor Sanjay Malhotra
recently said a nation
should not be judged by its
exchange rate.

Commodities too
Commodities prices too
have been continuously re-
�ecting geopolitical risks.
Gold and silver have so far
rallied more than 60% and
doubled respectively in the
past year. Spot Gold on
MCX hit ₹1.5 lakh/10 gm
mark while spot silver
crossed ₹3.4 lakh/kg on
safe-haven demand in the
backdrop of rising tensions
between large economies. 

Rupee sinks 68 paisa to fresh low of
₹91.7/USD on persistent FPI out�ow
Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

In focus: A man walks past a logos of the Reserve Bank of India

(RBI) and Indian Rupee inside RBI headquarters in Mumbai. REUTERS

State Bank of India’s (SBI)
mutualfund unit has com-
mitted to pick up at least
10% of Adani Power’s near-
ly $820 million rupee-de-
nominated bond issue,
likely to be launched later
this week, three merchant
bankers said.

The mutual fund, In-
dia’s biggest in terms of as-
sets under management, is
acting as one of the anchor
investors for the issue,
with a commitment of
₹7.50 billion, the bankers
said, requesting anonymi-
ty as they are not author-
ised to speak to the media.

SBI Mutual Fund and
Adani Power did not res-
pond to email queries.

SBI MF ‘eyes
10% of Adani’s
biggest rupee
bond issue’

Reuters
MUMBAI Between 2026 and 2031,

the Ministry of Mines plans
to intensify mineral explo-
ration activities signi�cant-
ly with primary focus on
strategic and critical min-
erals, said Piyush Goyal,
Secretary of the Ministry. 

Boost exploration
Speaking at the 65th meet-
ing of the Central Geologi-
cal Programming Board
(CGPB), Mr. Goyal said,
“We have asked the Geo-
logical Survey of India
(GSI) to raise the number
of exploration projects to
500 with at least 300 deal-
ing with strategic or critical
minerals.” 

Urging the Mineral Ex-
ploration Corporation Ltd.
(MECL), private explora-

tion agencies and States’
Directorate of Geology and
Mining (DGM) to spur ex-
ploration e�orts, the se-
nior bureaucrat held, “We
should complete entire
mapping of the country,
[particularly] the obvious
geopotential areas de�nite-
ly by 2030.” He added it
would require “coordinat-
ed” e�orts from all stake-
holders. 

On private exploration
agencies and State govern-
ments playing a “more
proactive role” in explora-
tion, he urged them to util-
ise funds from the National
Mineral Exploration Trust. 

Aiding funding
“That would tackle the
problem of getting less
budgets from the Central
or State governments.

Noting GSI has taken up
projects with private ex-
plorers in participation
mode, Mr. Goyal held, “I
am not very happy with
the pace of the projects.
We need to change our
mindset, have a sense of
urgency and realise the
country is missing out on
key opportunities,” ad-
ding, “Given the present
geopolitical context, we
have no time to waste.”

Raise focus on critical,
strategic minerals: o�cial
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Machinery seen inside a mine

in Odisha.

The United Forum of Bank
Unions (UFBU), which con-
sists of nine unions of bank
employees and o�cers,
has called for an all India
bank strike on January 27
demanding government
approval for implementa-
tion of a �ve-day work
week in banks.

If the strike by the in-
�uential forum of the bank
unions happens as
planned, for customers
there will be no branch-le-
vel services for four days
consecutively. 

Banks will be closed on
January 24 (fourth Satur-
day), January 25 (Sunday)

and January 26 (Republic
Day). Most of the strike
calls in recent years, ho-
wever, have not generated
the impact seen during
strikes in the past primari-

ly on account of availability
of alternative delivery
channels such as online
banking and ATMs. 

“From the United Fo-
rum of Bank Unions, we

have been demanding the
introduction of �ve work-
ing days per week in the
banking sector. In the 10th
Bipartite Settlement... it
was agreed by Indian
Banks’ Association (IBA)
and the government and
accordingly the 2nd and
4th Saturdays of every
month are declared as holi-
days while the other Satur-
days are full working days
instead of half a day work-
ing,” UFBU said.

At that time, it was as-
sured the demand for de-
claring all the remaining
Saturdays as holiday would
be considered in due
course. But the issue was
kept pending, the Forum
said in a release.

UFBU calls for all-India bank strike
on Jan. 27 for �ve-day work week
N. Ravi Kumar
HYDERABAD

Ground zero: If the strike happens as planned, for customers there

will be no branch-level services for four days consecutively. PTI FILE

Pesticide manufacturers
have demanded stricter
regulations for the sale of
pesticides through e-com-
merce platforms. 

CropLife India, an asso-
ciation of pesticide compa-
nies, asked the Union Go-
vernment to address the
emerging risks linked to
online sale ‘clearly and ex-
plicitly’ in the Draft Pesti-
cides Management Bill.
The industry placed con-
cerns before the Centre at
the “National Conference
on Crop Protection Pro-
ducts Sale on E-Commerce
Platforms” held here.

Firms want
stern action
against online
pesticide sale

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

T
he escalation of ge-
opolitical tensions,
marked by deve-

lopments such as the U.S.
intervention in Venezuela,
the simmering con�ict in
the Middle East, ambiguity
surrounding the Russia-Uk-
raine peace deal, and esca-
lation of the row over
Greenland, point to still-
elevated geo-economic
risks and policy uncertain-
ty ahead, Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) o�cials wrote
in the January edition of
RBI Bulletin. However,
they stated amidst these
global uncertainties, the
current state of the econo-
my provided ground for
optimism going forward. 

“The GDP growth esti-
mates for 2025-26 indicate
that India will remain the

fastest-growing major eco-
nomy in the world. India
has made signi�cant ef-
forts to diversify and
strengthen its exports,
aiming to mitigate external
sector risks,” they empha-
sised in the State of the
Economy chapter. 

Stating that the country
is currently engaged in
trade negotiations with 14
countries or groups, repre-

senting nearly 50 nations,
including the European
Union, Gulf Cooperation
Council countries, and the
United States, they said De-
cember saw India conclud-
ing trade negotiations with
New Zealand and Oman. 

“The year 2025 also wit-
nessed major economic re-
forms, including the ra-
tionalisation of tax
structures, implementa-

tion of labour codes for la-
bour market reforms, and
�nancial sector deregula-
tion, all of which are ex-
pected to strengthen the
growth prospects,” the o�-
cials stated. 

The RBI o�cials pointed
out that the Reserve Bank’s
Report on Trend and Pro-
gress of Banking in India
2024-25 underscored the
resilience of the banking
system, supported by
strong capital bu�ers, im-
proved asset quality, and
robust pro�tability. 

“Macro stress test re-
sults from the latest Finan-
cial Stability Report re-
leased in December 2025,
a�rmed the resilience of
banks and non-banking �-
nancial companies to with-
stand losses under adverse
scenarios and maintain
capital bu�ers well above
the regulatory minimum,”

the o�cials mentioned.
Noting that high-fre-

quency indicators for De-
cember suggest continued
buoyancy in growth im-
pulses with demand condi-
tions remaining upbeat,
they said headline CPI in-
�ation edged up in Decem-
ber but remained below
the lower tolerance level.

The �ow of �nancial re-
sources to the commercial
sector has increased over
the past year, with both
non-bank and bank sourc-
es contributing to the cre-
dit pick-up. Going forward,
the policy focus on striking
a balance between innova-
tion and stability, consum-
er protection, and a pru-
dent approach to
regulation and supervision
should help improve pro-
ductivity and support long-
term economic growth,
they concluded.

‘Geopolitical tensions point to
elevated risks, policy uncertainty’ 

Under control: Headline CPI inflation edged up in December, but

remained below the lower tolerance level. REUTERS

But current state of economy provides ground for optimism going forward with the GDP growth estimates for 2025-26

indicating that India will remain the fastest-growing major economy in the world, RBI o�cials write in Jan. bulletin

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

In a major board-level resh-
uffle Deepinder Goyal, re-
signed as the director, MD
& CEO of Eternal Ltd. (For-
merly Zomato Ltd.) e�ec-
tive on shareholders’ ap-
proval. He has been
appointed as vice-chair-
man to come up with ideas
bearing signi�cant risk out-
side the domain of Eternal.

The board approved the
appointment of Albinder
Singh Dhindsa (now CEO-
Blinkit) as group CEO and
key managerial personnel
e�ective February 1.

In a letter to sharehol-
ders Mr. Goyal said “Of
late, I have found myself

drawn to a set of new ideas
that involve signi�cantly
higher-risk exploration
and experimentation.
These are the kinds of
ideas that are better pur-
sued outside a public com-
pany like Eternal.

“If these ideas belonged

inside Eternal’s strategic
scope, I would have pur-
sued them within the com-
pany. They do not. Eternal
deserves to remain fo-
cused and disciplined,
while exploring new areas
of growth relevant to cur-
rent line of business.

“While I believe I perso-
nally have the bandwidth
to continue what I am do-
ing at Eternal and also ex-
plore new ideas outside of
it, expectations, legal and
otherwise, of a public com-
pany CEO in India demand
singular focus,” he said. 

This transition would al-
low Eternal to stay focused
and allow him the space to
explore ideas that do not �t
Eternal’s risk pro�le.

Eternal founder Goyal 
steps down as group CEO

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Deepinder Goyal 
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Israeli forces on Wednesday, in separate incidents, killed at least 11

Palestinians in Gaza, including two 13-year-old boys who were

collecting firewood, three journalists and a woman, hospitals

reported from the war-battered enclave. The military said one strike

came after it spotted “suspects” operating a drone. AP

Israeli attacks kill 11 Palestinians 
in Gaza, including three journalists

CAIRO

AFP
X

A man charged with killing Japan’s former Prime Minister Shinzo

Abe was found guilty on Wednesday and jailed for life, as the judge

declared the daylight assassination “despicable and extremely

malicious”. The shooting more than three years ago forced a

reckoning in a country with little experience of gun violence. AFP

Gunman gets life imprisonment
for assassination of Japan ex-PM

NARA

AFP
X

Syrian government forces on Wednesday took full control of the

sprawling al-Hol camp housing thousands of people linked to the

Islamic State group after a truce between the government and

Kurdish fighters. The capture of the camp came a day after the SDF

withdrew from the facility that they had been running for years. AP

Syrian govt. takes control of camp
housing families linked to IS group

AL-HOL

AFP
X

NASA astronaut Sunita Williams has retired from the space agency,

capping a stellar 27-year career during which she completed three

missions aboard the International Space Station and set various

human spaceflight records. Ms. Williams also completed nine

spacewalks and was the first person to run a marathon in space. PTI

NASA astronaut Sunita Williams
retires after 27-year stellar career

NEW DELHI

PTI

U
.S. President Do-
nald Trump de-
manded immediate

talks on acquiring Green-
land in a hardline speech at
Davos on Wednesday, but
said that while the United
States possessed “unstop-
pable force” it would not
use it to take the Arctic is-
land from Denmark.

Mr. Trump’s quest to
take control of Greenland,
which he said was needed
for national and interna-
tional security, dominated
his address to the World
Economic Forum as he re-
turned for the �rst time in
six years.

“It’s the United States
alone that can protect this
giant mass of land, this
giant piece of ice,” Mr.
Trump told a packed au-
dience of global political
and business leaders.

“That’s the reason I’m
seeking immediate nego-
tiations to once again dis-
cuss the acquisition of
Greenland by the United
States.” Denmark has “a
choice,” he said.

“You can say yes, and
we will be very apprecia-
tive. Or you can say no and
we will remember. A
strong and secure America
means a strong NATO.”

But Mr. Trump ap-
peared to rule out the
threat of military action
against fellow NATO mem-
ber Denmark.

“We probably won’t get
anything unless I decide to
use excessive strength and
force where we would be,
frankly, unstoppable, but I
won’t do that,” Mr. Trump
said, adding that it was
probably the “biggest
statement I made.”

“I don’t have to use
force. I don’t want to use
force. I won’t use force.”

NATO chief Mark Rutte
told Davos on Wednesday
that “thoughtful diploma-
cy” was needed.

Meanwhile, France
called on Wednesday for a
NATO exercise in Green-
land “and is ready to con-
tribute to it”, French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron’s
o�ce said. Mr. Macron had
warned at Davos on Tues-
day against U.S. attempts
to “subordinate Europe”,
and blasted Mr. Trump’s
“unacceptable” threats to
impose tari�s on allies ov-
er Greenland.

Greenland’s Prime Mi-
nister said on Tuesday that
his tiny population of
57,000 must be prepared
for military force.

Trump calls for ‘immediate’ talks on
Greenland but rules out use of force

Man and maelstrom: U.S. President Donald Trump speaks during

the World Economic Forum meeting in Davos, Switzerland. AP

The U.S. President’s return to Davos was marked by a hardline speech on his quest to acquire the Arctic region for ‘national

and international security’ reasons; Macron pitches for NATO exercise in the territory, blasts ‘unacceptable’ tari� threats

Agence France-Presse
DAVOS

As Prime Minister, Mark
Carney has been trying to
advance a new framework
for Canada’s identity and
engagement with the
world. In his speech at Da-
vos on January 20, Mr. Car-
ney outlined a new agenda
for the world — a “third
path”. The suggestion
seems to be to steer clear
of the emerging rivalry bet-
ween the U.S. and China,
premised on what he
called a “values-based real-
ism”, citing Finnish Presi-
dent Alexander Stubb.

Mr. Carney stands out
among Western leaders for
acknowledging the limits
of the claims of the liberal
international order. His fra-
mework is relevant for oth-
er middle powers, includ-
ing and particularly India.
His speech comes soon af-
ter he visited Beijing and
announced a strategic
partnership with China, in
a turnaround in the frosty
ties between the two coun-
tries. “In a world of great-
power rivalry, the coun-
tries in between have a
choice: compete with each
other for favour or com-
bine to create a third path
with impact,” he said.

Rupture in the order
While other leaders of the
West are trying to brush o�
the current volatility in
U.S. policy and behaviour
as an aberration induced
by just one person — Presi-
dent Donald Trump — Mr.
Carney sees it as a rupture,
not a transition, and ex-
pects no return to any old
order. Because, Mr. Carney
said, the old order was
about living a lie. 

This introspection is
rare among Western liber-
als, who have been labour-

ing to frame the current
�ux in the global order as a
battle between democracy
versus authoritarianism.
Mr. Carney — an avowed
liberal in social and eco-
nomic policies — o�ers
fresh thinking and a new
direction for other coun-
tries to deal with the un-
certainties. “On Arctic so-
vereignty, we stand �rmly
with Greenland and Den-
mark and fully support
their unique right to deter-
mine Greenland’s future,”
Mr. Carney said.

The self-styled ‘reform-
ers’ in India have always ar-
gued that New Delhi lost
out because of its hesita-
tion to integrate with the
U.S.-led order. India histor-
ically tried to avoid the
subordination that comes
with integration even
while seeking better rela-
tions with the West, and
particularly the U.S. India
has also been noticing the
vulnerabilities of countries
that totally integrated their
�nancial systems or de-
fence capabilities with the
U.S.

Call for cooperation
What could well be a pre-
view of a Carney Doctrine
is relevant for India, with
strategic autonomy at its
core, in a new era of great-
power rivalry. But strategic
autonomy is not antitheti-

cal to global cooperation
and it need not be isola-
tionism according to Mr.
Carney. “ The question for
middle powers, like Cana-
da, is not whether to adapt
to the new reality — we
must. The question is
whether we adapt by simp-
ly building higher walls or
whether we can do so-
mething more ambitious,”
he said in his call for more
cooperation among them.

Mr. Carney counted In-
dia among his priorities in
this outlook. “In the past
few days, we have conclud-
ed new strategic partner-
ships with China and Qa-
tar... We’re negotiating
free-trade pacts with India,
ASEAN, Thailand, the Phi-
lippines and Mercosur.”

These partnerships of
middle powers could be
the ambitious framework,
by enhancing mutual
cooperation against the he-
gemons. Middle powers
share vulnerabilities which
get leveraged by big pow-
ers. “… when we only ne-
gotiate bilaterally with a
hegemon, we negotiate
from weakness. We accept
what’s o�ered. We com-
pete with each other to be
the most accommodat-
ing… This is not sovereign-
ty. It’s the performance of
sovereignty while accept-
ing subordination,” said
Mr. Carney. He said his ap-
proach to Beijing would be
“calibrated”, but the part-
nership would grow. 

Critics see contradic-
tions in Canada’s actions
and Mr. Carney’s rhetoric.
But that exactly is the loss
of autonomy and weaken-
ing of sovereignty that he
spoke about. Mr. Carney is
speaking from experience.
“Middle powers must act
together because if we’re
not at the table, we’re on
the menu,” he said. India
too has experience, though
it is not speaking.

A Carney doctrine for a
third way in global politics

Varghese K. George

NEWS ANALYSIS

Carney acknowledges the limits

of the claims of the liberal

international order.

Under pressure to toe a
harder line with regard to
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s actions to acquire
Greenland, U.K. Prime Mi-
nister Keir Starmer said he
would not yield to pressure
on the Arctic island, while
also defending the 2025
U.K.-Mauritius treaty on
the Chagos Archipelago.

“I will not yield… Britain
will not yield… on our prin-
ciples and values on the fu-
ture of Greenland under
threats of tari�s,” Mr.
Starmer told the U.K.
House of Commons during
the weekly Prime Ministers
Questions (PMQs) on
Wednesday.

However, Mr. Starmer
said he would continue to
engage with Mr. Trump on
the issue and “simply hur-
tling at the �rst opportuni-
ty into a trade war” would
harm working people and
businesses across the U.K.

Mr. Trump has threa-
tened a 10% (escalating to
25% in June 2026) addition-
al tari� on the U.K. and se-
ven EU countries in order
to e�ect the transfer of
Greenland, a semi-autono-
mous Danish territory, to
the U.S.

Mr. Starmer was asked
in Parliament whether he
would take a stronger posi-
tion against the U.S. Presi-
dent, as Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney and
French President Emma-
nuel Macron had done.

Mr. Carney had urged
middle powers to work to-
gether in multiple group-

ings to regain sovereignty
in the face of pressure from
the ‘Great Powers’, during
a speech at the World Eco-
nomic Forum in Davos on
Tuesday.

Mr. Trump has repeat-
edly spoken of his appre-
ciation for Britain and for
Mr. Starmer, but the rela-
tionship has come under
strain in recent days, with
Mr. Trump threatening ta-
ri�s on the U.K. and other
European countries. 

U.K.-Mauritius deal
Earlier this week, Mr.
Trump called the U.K.-
Mauritius deal an act of
“great stupidity” and
“great weakness” on Bri-
tain’s part, despite giving
the agreement the go
ahead earlier in 2025. 

The deal involves the
U.K. recognising the sove-
reignty of Mauritius (a
former colony) over the ar-
chipelago, which contains
the island of Diego Garcia,
home to a U.S.-U.K. air-
base. 

The U.K. would have
control over Diego Garcia
by leasing it for 99 years at

an average cost of £101 mil-
lion per year.

Mr. Trump’s latest posi-
tion on Chagos was di�e-
rent from his earlier posi-
tion of support, Mr.
Starmer told MPs in
Parliament.

“He deployed those
words yesterday for the ex-
press purpose of putting
pressure on me and Bri-
tain, in relation to my va-
lues and principles on the
future of Greenland,” he
added. 

“He wants me to yield
on my position, and I’m
not going to do so,” Mr.
Starmer said as he chided
Leader of the Opposition
Kemi Badenoch for ex-
pressing her opposition to
the Chagos during a geo-
politically fraught mo-
ment. (Ms. Badenoch sup-
ported Mr. Starmer’s
position on Greenland).

Mr. Starmer reiterated
his position that using ta-
ri�s “to pressurise allies”
was “completely wrong”
and that the future of
Greenland was for Green-
land and Denmark alone to
decide.

‘Will not yield’ to pressure
from the U.S., says Starmer
Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Firm hand: U.K. PM says he will continue to engage with Donald

Trump and defends the treaty on the Chagos Islands. AFP

U.S. President Donald
Trump on Tuesday reiter-
ated a warning that Iran
would be wiped “o� the
face of this earth” if Tehran
ever succeeded in assassi-
nating the U.S. leader. 

In a heated exchange of
threats, Iran and the Unit-
ed States both threatened
broadscale wars if the lead-
ers of either country are
assassinated.

“I have very �rm in-
structions. Anything hap-
pens, they’re going to wipe
them o� the face of this
earth,” Mr. Trump said, in
response to a question on
Iran’s threats on the 79-
year-old’s life.

Earlier on Tuesday, in
response to any threats fac-
ing Ayatollah Khamenei,
Iranian General Shekarchi
was quoted as saying Mr.
Trump already knew Teh-
ran would not hold back if
the tables were turned. 

U.S., Iran issue threats
of broadscale con�ict
Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON
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Abhishek Sharma’s 22-ball half-century is the fastest fifty by an

Indian against New Zealand in T20Is. It is the eighth time he has

reached 50 in 25 or fewer balls in T20Is, the most in the format. The

25-year-old has also scored the most sixes in the PowerPlay (49)

since making his debut.

Abhishek slams the fastest �fty by
an Indian against Kiwis in T20Is

GOING BERSERK

K.R. DEEPAK
X

It’s always good when we bat first, put on the runs and defend with

dew. All batters played their roles well and I felt good when I went

to bat. I have been batting well in the nets and it was a matter of

continuing that. In the last two to three weeks, I have been hitting

the ball well — Suryakumar Yadav, India skipper.

‘Been batting well in the nets and 
it was a matter of continuing that’

CONFIDENT SKIPPER

K.R. DEEPAK
X

Daryl Mitchell on Wednesday displaced Virat Kohli from the top spot

in the ICC ODI rankings for batters following the Kiwi’s stupendous

run in the just-concluded series. With 845 ranking points, he

replaces Kohli (795) and the two are ahead of Ibrahim Zadran, Rohit

Sharma, Shubman Gill and Babar Azam.

Daryl Mitchell topples Virat Kohli
from the top spot in ODI rankings

NUMERO UNO

K.R. DEEPAK
X

Delhi Capitals wicketkeeper-batter Lizelle Lee was fined 10% of her

match fee and handed one demerit point for breaching the WPL

Code of Conduct during the match against Mumbai Indians in

Vadodara. The incident occurred in the 11th over of Delhi’s chase

when the in-form Lee was adjudged stumped after a long review.

Capitals’ batter Lee �ned for 
Code of Conduct breach 

IN TROUBLE

FILE PHOTO: EMMANUAL YOGINI

A
bhishek Sharma
has a lovely bat
swing. And he

swung it well at the VCA
Stadium on Wednesday.

His 35-ball 84 propelled
India to 238 for seven in 20
overs, setting up the home
team’s 48-run victory over
New Zealand in the �rst
T20I.

Glenn Phillips (78, 40b,
4x4, 6x6) put up a brave
�ght, but it was not going
to be enough as the visitors
could only manage 190 for
seven in 20 overs.

The Indian batters
played with intent and
freedom, having full faith
in the extent of their bat-
ting order. New Zealand
chipping away with wick-
ets did not deter the hosts
as they took the aggressive
route throughout the
whirlwind innings.

Abhishek often charged
down the track and gave
himself room to confuse
the bowlers. The Indian
opener hit more sixes than
fours (5x4, 8x6) in his en-
tertaining essay. Two of
Abhishek’s boundaries
came when Kiwi debutant
Kristian Clarke misjudged
and mis�elded near the
fence o� Phillips’ lone ov-
er, which went for 20 runs. 

Apart from Abhishek
and Suryakumar Yadav’s
99-run third-wicket stand,

the hosts did not have a big
partnership. 

The India skipper, dur-
ing his 22-ball 32 (4x4, 1x6),
showed promise of return-
ing to form, particularly
when he unfurled his sig-
nature pick-up shot for a
six o� Clarke.

Abhishek couldn’t capi-
talise on the tough chance
dropped by Daryl Mitchell
as Ish Sodhi got the opener
caught at long-on in the
same over. Abhishek, ho-
wever, was only dismissed
after he sealed the record
for being the fastest to

5,000 T20 runs in terms of
balls faced (2,898). He
broke West Indian all-roun-
der Andre Russell’s mark
of 2,942 balls.

India losing wickets reg-
ularly did not a�ect the
scoring rate. New Zealand
skipper Mitchell Santner’s

decision to bring on Mitch-
ell for the �nal over proved
catastrophic as Rinku
Singh (44 n.o., 20b, 4x4,
3x6) took full toll on the
medium-pacer. Mitchell
went for 21 runs as Rinku
underlined why he is one
of the best bets to bat in the

death overs. Jacob Du�y
was the only Kiwi bowler
to return with decent �-
gures (4-0-27-2).

The Black Caps’ marath-
on chase had a wobbly
start. While Devon Conway
was caught behind o�
Arshdeep Singh (4-0-31-1)

Those hopes would
have quickly faded once
Axar had Phillips caught at
long-on in the 14th over.

Axar not being able to
complete his fourth over
(16th) after injuring his
bowling hand will be a
matter of concern for the
Men in Blue.

A collective bowling per-
formance — on a track that
favoured the willow-wiel-
ders — was enough to en-
sure that India had a fruit-
ful outing at the Orange
City.

o� the second ball, Rachin
Ravindra departed in the
second over when Hardik
Pandya had him caught at
�rst slip.

Chasing 239 with the
scoreline reading one for
two was a near-impossible
task. Phillips’ two good
partnerships — a 51-run
stand with Tim Robinson
and a 79-run association
with Mark Chapman —
would have given hope to
New Zealand fans back
home who woke up early
to watch the match.

The opener smashes a 35-ball 84 with eight maximums while Rinku cuts loose at the death to take the Men in Blue to 238; Black Caps lose the plot once Phillips falls after a swashbuckling knock

NZ IN INDIA

Abhishek’s six-hitting blitz helps India go one up

Sankar Narayanan E.H.
NAGPUR

INDIA

Sanju Samson c Ravindra b
Jamieson 10 (7b, 2x4), Abhishek
Sharma c Jamieson b Sodhi 84
(35b, 5x4, 8x6), Ishan Kishan c
Chapman b Du�y 8 (5b, 2x4),
Suryakumar Yadav c Robinson b
Santner 32 (22b, 4x4, 1x6), Hardik
Pandya c Chapman b Du�y 25
(16b, 3x4, 1x6), Shivam Dube c &
b Jamieson 9 (4b, 1x6), Rinku
Singh (not out) 44 (20b, 4x4, 3x6),
Axar Patel c Mitchell b Clarke 5
(5b), Arshdeep Singh (not out) 6
(6b, 1x4); Extras (lb-1, w-14): 15;
Total (for seven wkts. in 20 overs):
238.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-18 (Samson, 1.5 overs), 2-27
(Kishan, 2.5), 3-126 (Suryakumar,
10.4), 4-149 (Abhishek, 11.6),
5-166 (Dube, 13.4), 6-185 (Hardik,
15.4), 7-209 (Axar, 17.5).

NEW ZEALAND BOWLING

Du�y 4-0-27-2, Jamieson
4-0-54-2, Clarke 4-0-40-1, Sodhi
3-0-38-1, Phillips 1-0-20-0,
Santner 3-0-37-1, Mitchell
1-0-21-0.

NEW ZEALAND

Devon Conway c Samson b

Arshdeep 0 (2b), Tim Robinson c
Dube b Varun 21 (15b, 2x4, 1x6),
Rachin Ravindra c Abhishek b
Hardik 1 (5b), Glenn Phillips c
Dube b Axar 78 (40b, 4x4, 6x6),
Mark Chapman c Abhishek b
Varun 39 (24b, 4x4, 2x6), Daryl
Mitchell c sub (Bishnoi) b Dube 28
(18b, 4x4), Mitchell Santner (not
out) 20 (13b, 2x4), Kristian Clarke
c Rinku b Dube 0 (1b), Kyle
Jamieson (not out) 1 (2b); Extras
(w-2): 2; Total (for seven wkts. in
20 overs): 190.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-0 (Conway, 0.2), 2-1 (Ravindra,
1.3), 3-52 (Robinson, 6.3), 4-131
(Phillips, 13.3), 5-143 (Chapman,
14.5), 6-189 (Mitchell, 19.3), 7-189
(Clarke, 19.4).

INDIA BOWLING

Arshdeep 4-0-31-1, Hardik
2-0-20-1, Bumrah 3-0-29-0, Axar
3.3-0-42-1, Varun 4-0-37-2, Dube
3-0-28-2, Abhishek 0.3-0-3-0.

Toss: NZ; PoM: Abhishek.

India won by 48 runs to lead

five-match series 1-0.

Second T20I: Jan. 23, Raipur, 7
p.m.

SCOREBOARD

�

In an era when high �tness
standards have increasing-
ly become non-negotiable
for cricketers at the elite le-
vel, Lizelle Lee may appear
anachronistic. Back in
2022, the South African
wicketkeeper-batter an-
nounced an abrupt retire-
ment from international
cricket at the age of 30 over
her failure to meet Cricket
South Africa’s �tness
requirements.

But as she contested
back then, it wasn’t an im-
pediment to the bench-
mark that she set with her
proli�c run-scoring. Nearly
four years later, Lee is con-
tinuing to show in fran-
chise T20 leagues around
the world that she remains
one of the most destructive
batters going around. 

Having excelled in the
Women’s Big Bash League
(WBBL) in particular, Lee,
who has become an Aus-
tralian resident, is now
showing her wares in front
of Indian crowds at the Wo-
men’s Premier League as
well.

If Lee’s impact in the
WPL has been felt only in

the tournament’s fourth
season, it is because she
went curiously unsold in
the auction ahead of the
2025 season. But last No-
vember, Delhi Capitals
snapped the bespectacled
33-year-old at her base
price of ₹30 lakh.

Lee has hit her stride
alongside the equally dy-
namic Shafali Verma at the

top of the order. In �ve
matches, Lee has amassed
213 runs at an average of
42.6 and a strike rate of
154.34. She has contribut-
ed handsomely to DC’s two
wins, and even when the
side lost to Gujarat Giants
by four runs while chasing
210, Lee came to the fore
with a 54-ball 86. 

On Tuesday, Mumbai In-
dians bore the brunt of
Lee’s power. Later, MI’s
Australian coach Lisa
Keightley was all praise for
the opener.

“I don’t know Lizelle ve-
ry well, but of course she
would have loved to play
earlier in the WPL. She hits
di�erent areas than most
batters that I’ve had the ex-
perience to watch,” Keight-
ley said.

Lizelle Lee packing a 
punch for Capitals

Lizelle Lee contributed

handsomely to Capitals’ 

two victories. PTI

Vivek Krishnan
VADODARA

The International Cricket
Council (ICC) on Wednes-
day rejected the request
from the Bangladesh Crick-
et Board (BCB) to shift its
team’s T20 World Cup �x-
tures to Sri Lanka, saying
the matches will proceed
as scheduled since there
was no credible threat to
the safety of Bangladesh
players, o�cials or fans at
any of the tournament ve-
nues in India.

The decision was taken
at an ICC Board meeting
held via video conference,
which was convened to
discuss the situation after
the BCB raised concerns
and sought a change in
venues.

“The ICC Board noted
that relocating matches un-
der the present circum-
stances could jeopardise
the sanctity of ICC events
and undermine the organi-
sation’s neutrality as a glo-
bal governing body,” the
ICC said in a statement.

According to the ICC,

the Board reviewed multi-
ple security assessments,
including independent
evaluations, all of which
concluded that there was
no credible threat to Ban-
gladesh players.

ICC sources told PTI that
out of 16 members, 14 vot-
ed against BCB’s relocation
request. The ICC has given
BCB one more day to re-
�ect and take a �nal posi-
tion. It is highly likely that
if Bangladesh decides to
pull out of the tournament,
Scotland may replace it as
per current rankings.

Bangladesh is placed in
Group C along with the
West Indies, Italy, England
and Nepal.

The ICC also said mak-
ing changes to the sche-
dule at such a late stage
was not feasible and that
altering �xtures in the ab-
sence of a veri�ed security
risk could set an “undesira-
ble precedent” for future
global events. It said its
management had held a se-
ries of meetings and cor-
respondences with the
BCB in recent weeks, shar-
ing detailed information
on the tournament's secur-
ity arrangements.

ICC sticks to its guns,
asks Bangladesh to
play in India 

T20 WORLD CUP 

Press Trust of India
DUBAI

Tamil Nadu Dragons rallied
to defeat Ranchi Royals via
a penalty shootout in their
last round-robin league �x-
ture of the Hockey India
League at the Kalinga Sta-
dium here on Wednesday.

Following a 3-3 score in
the regulation period, Dra-
gons prevailed over Royals
4-2 in the tie-breaker to
take its tally to 10 points.

Royals managed the se-
cond spot with 12 points.

Royals had an electrify-
ing start as they stunned
Dragons with a burst of at-
tacks and roared to a 2-0
lead within nine minutes.
The fast-paced Royals
scored one of the fastest
goals. Following fascinat-
ing moments of short goal-
mouth passing, Mandeep
Singh slotted one from the
left to put Royals ahead in
the 28th second. 

The Tom Boon-led
Royals’ forward line built
more pressure on the Dra-
gons with frequent circle
entries and three more pe-
nalty corners. After taking

the third corner �ick, the
sprightly 35-year-old hit
high o� the second re-
bound into the goal. 

However, the script
changed as Royals slowed
down and Dragons had an
upperhand in the second
period. The yellow brigade
held their nerve and con-
trolled the game to initiate
several forays. They re-
duced the margin in the
24th minute as Blake Gov-
ers sounded the board
with a low �ick. 

Dragons’ persistence
tested Royals’ defence,
which conceded three
short corners in a row in
the 29th minute but man-
aged to thwart those at-
tempts. Royals could not
keep Dragons at bay for
long as Karthi Selvam

pushed in a Govers’ pass to
level the scores shortly af-
ter the half-time. 

Royals restored their
lead sooner than later. Af-
ter Lachlan Sharp earned a
penalty stroke, captain
Boon put it high past Dra-
gons’ substitute keeper
Prince Deep Singh. Govers’
second goal restored parity
in the fourth quarter.

Dragons’ Nathan Ephra-
mus, Govers, Uttam Singh
and Tom Craig scored
while Royals’ Yashdeep Si-
wach and Maxime van
Oost found the net in the
tie-breaker. 

The result: Ranchi Royals 3
(Mandeep Singh 1, Tom Boon
9-pc, 35-ps) drew with Tamil
Nadu Dragons 3 (Blake Govers
24-pc, 53-pc, Karthi Selvam 32);
Dragons won 4-2 in shootout.

Spirited Dragons rally to 
get the better of Royals 

The barrier: Dragons custodian Prince Deep thwarts a 

Royals attempt in the shootout. BISWARANJAN ROUT

HIL - MEN

Y. B. Sarangi
BHUBANESWAR

Going hammer and tongs: Abhishek took the attack to the Kiwi bowlers from the word go while Rinku’s cameo ensured India ended up with an imposing total. K.R. DEEPAK
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Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) on Wednesday
appointed former wicketkeeper-batter Dishant
Yagnik as the �elding coach of the team ahead of
IPL 2026. KKR said Yagnik would bring a wealth
of experience and a sharp eye for �elding
excellence to the team. A wicketkeeper-batter,
Yagnik enjoyed a solid domestic career
representing Rajasthan and also made 25 IPL
appearances between 2011 and 2014. 

Dishant Yagnik appointed
Knight Riders �elding coach

Carlos Alcaraz says he got together with Roger
Federer for a round of golf before the Australian
Open, and it went just as the Spaniard expected.
Federer’s swing, he said, is ‘as beautiful as the
tennis’. “Everything he does, he does in style.
He’s been playing for two years now and his level
is really, really good. I’ve been playing �ve and he
beat me. It hurts, yeah!” said Alcaraz.

Federer’s smooth golf swing
leaves Alcaraz impressed

Barcelona goalkeeper Marc-Andre ter Stegen has
joined Girona on loan until the end of the season,
both clubs con�rmed on Tuesday. With the 2026
World Cup on the horizon the 33-year-old
stopper needs to play regularly to make his case
to start for Germany at the tournament. “Today
is my last day this season with my team-mates
and the sta� at Barcelona, and I truly have mixed
feelings,” wrote Ter Stegen on Instagram.

Barca’s Ter Stegen joins
Girona on loan

INBRIEF
�

Ranji Trophy: JioHotstar, 8.45 a.m.

Men’s U-19 World Cup: SS Select 2 & JioHotstar, 1 p.m.

Australian Open: Sony Sports Ten 2, 3 & LIV, 1.30 p.m. & 5.30
a.m. (Friday)

Sri Lanka vs England: 1st ODI, Sony Sports Ten 5 & LIV, 2.30
p.m.

HIL: Sony Sports Ten 1 & LIV, 7.30 p.m.

WPL: Star Sports 1 & JioHotstar, 7.30 p.m.

Afghanistan vs West Indies: 3rd T20I, FanCode, 8 p.m.

Europa League: Sony Sports Ten 1, 2, 3 & LIV, 11.15 p.m. &
1.30 a.m. (Friday)

LIVE TELECAST

�

A
fter nearly two
months of limited-
overs action, dom-

estic cricket returns to
white stripes as Vidarbha,
the recent Vijay Hazare
Trophy winner, travels to
face Andhra in a Ranji Tro-
phy Elite Group A �xture at
the Anantapur Cricket
Ground starting Thursday.

Flying high
Much like its recent 50-ov-
er dominance, defending
champion Vidarbha tops
the group and also has the
highest tally overall, with
25 points after �ve rounds
of red-ball cricket this sea-
son. 

Andhra follows closely
with 22 points, and despite

the gap, both sides have
three wins and two draws.

Historically, there has
been little to separate the
two teams. Of the four Ran-
ji Trophy matches between
these rivals, three have
ended in draws, while Vi-
darbha claimed the only
outright result in Nagpur in
2024.

Consistent unit
Consistency remains the
hallmark of Vidrabha, with
players contributing across
formats. 

Harsh Dubey has en-
joyed a memorable year-
and-a-half, picking up 98
First Class wickets since
the start of the 2024–25
season. With skipper Aksh-
ay Wadkar injured, Dubey,
fresh from leading the side
to its maiden Hazare title,
is at the helm.

Vidarbha’s batting looks
strong, with Yash Rathod,

Aman Mokhade, Atharva
Taide, and Dhruv Shorey
in good form. Seamer Na-
chiket Bhute and spinner
Parth Rekhade lead the
team’s wicket charts with
22 scalps each, while Dar-
shan Nalkande’s white-ball
form o�ers promise in
four-day cricket, too.

Cohesive out�t
Andhra, too, has func-
tioned as a cohesive unit.
Abhishek Reddy and
Shaikh Rasheed have
scored 447 and 440 runs
respectively, with K.S. Bha-
rat adding 311. Saurabh Ku-
mar has impressed with 23
wickets. 

India all-rounder Nitish
Kumar is likely to be availa-
ble for at least one of the
remaining two rounds,
though whether he turns
out soon after the ODI se-
ries against New Zealand
remains to be seen.

The visitor leads the group with 25 points while the home team follows closely with 22; no clarity over all-rounder Nitish Kumar’s participation

RANJI TROPHY

Little to separate holder Vidarbha
and Andhra in top-of-the-table clash

Sahil Mathur
ANANTAPUR

On a roll: Dubey has enjoyed a memorable year-and-a-half. FILE PHOTO: EMMANUAL YOGINI

Elite: Sixth round: 

Group A: Odisha vs. Tamil Nadu (Bhubaneswar), Andhra vs.
Vidarbha (Anantapur), Uttar Pradesh vs. Jharkhand
(Lucknow), Baroda vs. Nagaland (Vadodara).
Group B: Maharashtra vs. Goa (Pune), Karnataka vs. Madhya
Pradesh (Bengaluru), Saurashtra vs. Punjab (Rajkot), Kerala
vs. Chandigarh (Thiruvananthapuram).
Group C: Tripura vs. Uttarakhand (Agartala), Bengal vs.
Services (Kalyani), Assam vs. Haryana (Fulung), Gujarat vs.
Railways (Nadiad).
Group D: Chhattisgarh vs. Delhi (Bengaluru), Pondicherry vs.
Jammu & Kashmir (Puducherry), Hyderabad vs. Mumbai
(Hyderabad), Rajasthan vs. Himachal Pradesh (Jaipur).
Plate: Final: Bihar vs. Manipur (Patna).

RANJI TROPHY SCHEDULE

�

Manchester City was on
the wrong side of one of
the biggest shocks in
Champions League history
on Tuesday, while holder
Paris Saint-Germain also
stumbled but Gabriel Jesus
helped Arsenal maintain
its perfect record.

City arrived in chilly
Norway for its seventh and
penultimate league-phase
match against modest Bo-
do/Glimt as hot favourite. 

But it came unstuck in
the freezing conditions at
the stadium 200km north
of the Arctic Circle, losing
3-1.

Meanwhile, PSG has
work to do to ensure direct
quali�cation to the last 16
next week after being
caught out late by Sporting
Lisbon.

Luis Suarez struck twice
for Sporting in the second
half, sealing victory with a
90th-minute header after
substitute Khvicha Kva-
ratskhelia had equalised
for PSG after 79 minutes.

Real Madrid, under new
coach Alvaro Arbeloa, pro-
duced a dazzling attacking
display to blow Monaco

away 6-1.
Jesus was on cloud nine

after two close-range �n-
ishes in the �rst half to
help guarantee the Gun-
ners a top eight �nish.

Arsenal’s joy in Italy
contrasted with despon-
dency in Norway for Pre-
mier League heavyweight
Man City.

Kasper Hogh’s �rst half-
brace and a second half
strike from Jens Petter
Hauge at the ecstatic Asp-
myra Stadion triggered a
seismic upset.

Rayan Cherki replied af-

ter Hauge’s goal, but Ro-
dri’s dismissal for two
bookings left City in tatters
and facing a long trip
home.

Elsewhere there was
some much needed respite
for under-�re Tottenham
boss Thomas Frank as
Spurs beat Borussia Dort-
mund 2-0.

The results:

Kairat Almaty 1 (Sadybekov 90+2)
lost to Club Brugge 4 (Stankovic
32, Vanaken 38, Vermant 74,
Mechele 84); Bodo/Glimt 3 (Hogh
22, 24, Hauge 58) bt Manchester
City 1 (Cherki 60).

Copenhagen 1 (Larsson 72) drew
with Napoli 1 (McTominay 39). 

Inter Milan 1 (Sucic 18) lost to
Arsenal 3 (Jesus 10, 31, Gyokeres
84).

Olympiacos 2 (Costinha 2, Taremi
45+1) bt Bayer Leverkusen 0; Real
Madrid 6 (Mbappe 5, 26,
Mastantuono 51, Kehrer 55-og,
Vinicius Junior 63, Bellingham 80)
bt Monaco 1 (Teze 72).

Sporting Lisbon 2 (Suarez 74, 90)
bt Paris Saint-Germain 1
(Kvaratskhelia 79).

Tottenham Hotspur 2 (Romero
14, Solanke 37) bt Borussia
Dortmund 0.

Villarreal 1 (Oluwaseyi 49) lost to
Ajax 2 (Gloukh 61, Edvardsen 90).

Bodo/Glimt upends City; PSG
stumbles while Arsenal coasts

Historic result: Hogh heads in Bodo/Glimt’s opener against City. AFP

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Agence France-Presse
PARIS World champion D. Gu-

kesh drew his fourth game
on the trot, signing peace
with compatriot and de-
fending champion R.
Praggnanandhaa while Ar-
jun Erigaisi could not
break the defences of An-
ish Giri and drew for the
third day running in the
Tata Steel Masters, here.

Praggnanandhaa was
denied a victory for the
fourth day running by Gu-
kesh who played an un-
usual variation to counter
the French defence.

Praggnanandhaa was
able to dent white’s pawn
structure on the queen
side but that did not prove
to be enough in the end as
the players reached a
drawn queen and pawns
endgame. With just two
draws and two signi�cant
losses in the �rst could of
rounds, Praggnanandhaa
is still the bottom of the ta-
ble with Giri.

On a day when Aravindh
Chithamabaram su�ered
his �rst defeat at the hands
of USA’s Hans Moke Nie-
mann, Nodirbek Abdusat-
torov staked his claim with
a win over Thai Dai Van
Nguyen of Czech Republic.

Abdusattorov and Nie-
mann emerged as joint
leaders on three points out
of a possible four while Ar-
jun is right behind them
with Uzbek Javokhir Sinda-
rov and Dutchman Jorden
van Foreest. Sindarov was
the other winner of the day
defeating Matthias Blue-
baum of Germany.

Aravindh apparently
ran into a hurricane called
Niemann. The middle
game was intense as Ara-
vindh faced a dangerous
queen sacri�ce and it was a
very skillful display by the
American.

The momentum never
arrived in the clash bet-
ween Giri and Arjun. While
the former is known for his
solid-play, Arjun’s contrast-
ing style did not really
make any great di�erence
in the fourth round as the
players ended in a rook
and pawns endgame
where white did not have
much to look forward to.

The results (round 4): Anish Giri
(1) drew with Arjun Erigaisi (2.5),
D. Gukesh (2) drew with R.
Praggnanandhaa (1); Vladimir
Fedoseev (2) drew with Jorden
van Foreest (2.5); Nodirbek
Abdusattorov (3) bt Thai Dai Van
Nguyen (1.5); Aravindh
Chithambaram (1.5) lost to Hans
Moke Niemann (3); Yagiz Kaan
Erdogmus (2) drew with Vincent
Keymer (1.5); Matthias Bluebaum
(2) lost to Javokhir Sindarov (2.5).

Gukesh holds
Praggnanandhaa

TATA STEEL MASTERS 

Press Trust of India
WIJK AAN ZEE 

The Hockey India League
(HIL) is not just giving an
excellent platform to
young Indian players but
also providing growth op-
portunity to the home-
grown coaches.

Several coaches, includ-
ing former internationals
Vikram Pillay and Vickram
Kanth and N. Muthukumar
and M. Gunasekar, have
been working with di�e-
rent teams in the ongoing
HIL to gain �rst-hand
knowledge of how teams,
involving Indian and fo-
reign players and support
sta�, are run. Ranchi
Royals’ Harendra Singh is
the only noted Indian
coach working in the HIL.

For Pillay, who is the

head coach of HIL GC, this
was a great opportunity to
taste his coaching skills in
top-level hockey. “As
player, participating in the
HIL was di�erent. Now af-
ter coaching Maharashtra’s
developmental side, this is
a good experience for me.
You learn from a mix of

cultures and exchange of
knowledge. Indian coaches
are doing well. It’s a good
platform for them,” said
Vikram.

Assisting Tamil Nadu
Dragons’ head coach Tim
White is Vickram’s �rst ex-
perience of working with a
big team. 

“You understand
players in match situations
better and react. From
Tim, I learnt how to pre-
pare players of di�erent
backgrounds within a
short period. I like how
caring he is towards dom-
estic players. I act as a
bridge to minimise the lan-
guage barrier.

“Picking brains of fo-
reign coaches is important
because their structure is
similar to that of the inter-
national level, otherwise
the game remains the
same,” added Vickram, an
International Hockey Fed-

eration (FIH) educator.
Hockey India treasurer

Shekar Manoharan
stressed the need to up-
grade and update Indian
coaches. 

“We learn from the fo-
reign coaches (so that) in
the future, we do not de-
pend on them,” said Ma-
noharan, also the Hockey
Unit of Tamil Nadu
president.

He wants coaches from
his State working in the
HIL to spread the know-
ledge among grassroots le-
vel trainers in Tamil Nadu.

Manoharan, who con-
ducts one of the biggest
school hockey leagues (Ta-
mil Nadu School Hockey
League) and holds clinics
for basics level coaches
and physical education
teachers, hopes the transf-
er of knowledge from the
HIL will work well in boost-
ing Indian hockey.

Domestic coaches gain �rst-hand
knowledge of top-level hockey

HIL - MEN

Y. B. Sarangi
BHUBANESWAR

Tamil Nadu Dragons’ assistant

coach Vickram.

BISWARANJAN ROUT

Punjab Royals rode on its
women grapplers’ perfor-
mance to bounce back
from being 1-3 down and
win 6-3 over Tiigers of
Mumbai Dangals in the Pro
Wrestling League on
Wednesday.

Rajnita Jangra (57kg)
and Ana Godinez (62kg)
won their respective bouts
by fall while Meenakshi
(53kg) overwhelmed Jyoti
Sihag 17-1 and Priya Malik
(76kg) beat Jyoti Berwal
10-0 on technical superior-
ity as Punjab Royals went
level on points at the top,
placing second with 13 win-
ning bouts.

The results: Punjab Royals bt

Tiigers of Mumbai Dangals 6-3:

Men: 57kg: Aman Sehrawat
(Tiigers of Mumbai Dangals) bt
Chirag Chhikara (Punjab Royals)
17-7; 65kg: Rohit Rahal (Tiigers
of Mumbai Dangals) bt Islam
Guseinov (Punjab Royals) by Fall
10-1. 

74kg: Chandermohan (Punjab
Royals) bt Naveen Malik (Tiigers
of Mumbai Dangals) 15-9; 86kg:

Mukul Dahiya (Tiigers of Mumbai
Dangals) bt Tariel Gaphrindashvili
(Punjab Royals) 18-2; 125kg:

Dinesh Dhankhar (Punjab Royals)
bt Oleksandr Khotsianivskyi
(Tiigers of Mumbai Dangals) 7-6.

Women: 53kg: Meenakshi
(Punjab Royals) bt Jyoti Sihag
(Tiigers of Mumbai Dangals) 17-1;
57kg: Rajnita Jangra (Punjab
Royals) bt Alina Filipovych
(Tiigers of Mumbai Dangals) by
Fall 7-0. 

62kg: Ana Godinez (Punjab
Royals) bt Sarika Malik (Tiigers of
Mumbai Dangals) by Fall 12-1;
76kg: Priya Malik (Punjab Royals)
bt Jyoti Berwal (Tiigers of
Mumbai Dangals) 10-0.

Punjab Royals bounces
back to beat Tiigers of
Mumbai Dangals

PWL

Sports Bureau
NOIDA

P.V. Sindhu and K. Srikanth made the second
round of the Indonesia Masters badminton in
Jakarta on Wednesday. While Sindhu defeated
Manami Suizu of Japan 22-20, 21-18, Srikanth beat
Koki Watanabe 21-15, 21-23, 24-22. Kiran George
lost 17-21, 14-21 to Moh Zaki Ubaidillah of
Indonesia. Akarshi Kashyap lost to Julie Dawall
Jakobsen 21-8, 20-22, 17-21. In mixed doubles,
Rohan Kapoor and Ruthvika Gadde and Dhruv
Kapila and Tanish Crasto exited in �rst round.
While Thom Gicquel and Delphine Delrue
downed Rohan and Ruthvika 21-9, 22-20, Kapila
and Crasto were shown the door by Julien Maio
and Lea Palermo 23-21, 20-22, 6-21.

Sindhu and Srikanth advance
to the second round

Vizag to host National para kabaddi
The third National Para Kabaddi Championship
will be held in Visakhapatnam from January 23 to
26. The event, organised under the aegis of the
Indian Para Kabaddi Association, is exclusively
for men with orthopaedic limb disabilities and
will feature 400 athletes from around 20 state
teams.

India vs NZ T20I ticket sales
Andhra Cricket Association has announced that
online ticket sales for the fourth T20I between
India and New Zealand in Visakhapatnam will
commence at 5 p.m. on January 23 via the
District by Zomato app.

ROUND-UP
�
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C
arlos Alcaraz with-
stood a barrage of
big hitting from fa-

miliar foe Yannick Hanf-
mann in the Australian
Open second round on
Wednesday, with fellow
top seed Aryna Sabalenka
also enduring some shaky
moments before sealing
her progress.

Alexander Zverev’s ad-
vance was stalled by rain
showers, an injury scare
and feisty Frenchman
Alexandre Muller in the
evening session, but the
men’s third seed prevailed
in four sets to safely reach
the third round.

His equivalent in the
women’s draw, Coco Gau�,
earlier made short work of
Olga Danilovic, while in-
form seventh seed Jasmine
Paolini and eighth seed
Mirra Andreeva also
romped through their
contests.

After a comfortable win
in the opening round, top
seed Alcaraz was given
more of a workout by Ger-
many’s World No. 102
Hanfmann on a sunbathed
Rod Laver Arena but rose
to the challenge and
moved on 7-6(4), 6-3, 6-2.

“I knew he was going to
play great,” Alcaraz, 22,
said. “I knew his level. We
came through the Challen-

gers together, I’ve played
him. It was tougher than I
thought at the beginning
and I didn’t feel the ball
that good.”

“It was coming like a
bomb,” the Spaniard said
of Hanfmann’s power. “Fo-
rehand, backhand, serves.

I had to be ready for those.
“I’m really happy that I

got through a di�cult �rst
set ... and I played a really
good level at the end of the
match and get through.”

Sabalenka’s issues in the
opener on the main show-
court came out of the blue,

the Belarusian racing to a
5-0 lead against China’s Bai
Zhuoxuan before losing
three games in a row.

The World No. 1 refo-
cused and proceeded to
mow down Bai the rest of
the way, running out a 6-3,
6-1 winner to stay on track

for her third title at Mel-
bourne Park.

American title conten-
der Gau� was at her ruth-
less best as she crushed Da-
nilovic 6-2, 6-2 in bright
sunshine but evening rain
meant Italian Paolini had
to swap courts to complete
her 6-2, 6-3 demolition of
Magdalena Frech.

Raducanu ousted
Emma Raducanu’s day
ended in disappointment
as the 2021 U.S. Open
champion was beaten 7-6
(3), 6-2 by Anastasia Pota-
pova, while Russian teen-
ager Andreeva thumped
Maria Sakkari 6-0, 6-4.

Zverev, runner up last
year and still seeking his

�rst Major title, played
down fears of a tourna-
ment-ending injury after
receiving treatment on his
lower left leg several times
in his 6-3, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 win
over Muller. 

Former �nalist Daniil
Medvedev dug deep to re-
gister a 6-7(9), 6-3, 6-4, 6-2
victory over Quentin
Halys.

In doubles, Yuki Bham-
bri, partnering Sweden’s
Andre Goransson, ad-
vanced to the second
round with a straight-sets
win. The 10th-seeded Indo-
Swedish pair defeated wild
card entrants James Duck-
worth and Cruz Hewitt 6-3,
6-4 in a contest that lasted
57 minutes on Court 13.

The Spaniard overcomes some heavy hitting from Hanfmann while the Belarusian overcomes a stutter in the opening set to get past Bai; easy for

Gau�, Paolini and Andreeva; Zverev survives an injury scare to progress with a four-set win; Yuki-Goransson pair eases through in its opener

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Top seeds Alcaraz and Sabalenka pass
stern tests to reach the third round

Agencies
MELBOURNE

Men: Second round: 1-Alcaraz
(Esp) bt Yannick Hanfmann (Ger)
7-6(4), 6-3, 6-2; 32-Moutet (Fra) bt
Zheng (USA) 3-6, 6-1, 6-3, 2-0
retd.; 19-Paul (USA) bt Tirante
(Arg) 6-3, 6-4, 6-2; 14-Fokina (Esp)
bt Opelka (USA) 6-3, 7-6(3), 5-7,
4-6, 6-4; 10-Bublik (Kaz) bt
Fucsovics (Hun) 7-5, 6-4, 7-5; 6-De
Minaur (Aus) bt Medjedovic (Srb)
6-7(5), 6-2, 6-2, 6-1; 3-Zverev (Ger)
bt Muller (Fra) 6-3, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4.

26-Norrie (GBr) bt Nava (USA) 6-1,
7-6(3), 4-6, 7-6(5). 

18-Cerundolo (Arg) bt Dzumhur
(BIH) 6-3, 6-2, 6-1; 13-Rublev
(Rus) bt Faria (Por) 6-4, 6-3, 4-6,
7-5; 11-Medvedev (Rus) bt Halys
(Fra) 6-7(9), 6-3, 6-4, 6-2; 25-Tien
(USA) bt Shevchenko (Kaz) 6-2,
5-7, 6-1, 6-0; 29-Tiafoe (USA) bt
Comesana (Arg) 6-4, 6-3, 4-6, 6-2.

Doubles: First round: 10-Yuki

(Ind) & Goransson (Swe) bt
Duckworth (Aus) & Cruz Hewitt
(Aus) 6-3, 6-4.

Women: Second round:

1-Sabalenka (Blr) bt Bai (Chn) 6-3,
6-1; Potapova (Aut) bt
28-Raducanu (GBr) 7-6(3), 6-2;
17-Mboko (Can) bt McNally (USA)
6-4, 6-3; 14-Tauson (Den) bt
Kudermetova (Uzb) 6-3, 3-6, 7-5;
3-Gau� (USA) bt Danilovic (Srb)
6-2, 6-2. 

19-Muchova (Cze) bt Parks (USA)
4-6, 6-4, 6-4; 12-Svitolina (Ukr) bt
Klimovicova (Pol) 7-5, 6-1;
23-Shnaider (Rus) bt Gibson (Aus)
3-6, 7-5, 6-3; 8-Andreeva (Rus) bt
Sakkari (Gre) 6-0, 6-4; 7-Paolini
(Ita) bt Frech (Pol) 6-2, 6-3;
29-Jovic (USA) bt Hon (Aus) 6-1,
6-2.

Fallen seed: Women:

28-Raducanu.

IMPORTANT RESULTS
�

Jemimah Rodrigues’ stint
as Delhi Capitals skipper
hasn’t had the smoothest
of beginnings. 

Having won one and lost
three of the �rst four
games, the contest against
Mumbai Indians at the Ko-
tambi Stadium on Tuesday
was a must-win for DC. 

It responded with an all-
round performance to
clinch a seven-wicket victo-
ry, led notably by Jemi-
mah’s unbeaten 51 o� 37
balls in a chase of 155. 

After making a couple of
brisk contributions with-
out kicking on, the 25-year-
old was glad that she could
stay put till the end to get
the job done against MI. 

“In the second and the
third game, I had those im-

pact innings by getting
quick runs. But yes, one
thing I could work on was
to �nish the innings. I
thought about that. 

“I wouldn’t say I wasn’t
contributing to the team.
And the team never made
me feel that way. But yes, I
know there was a lot more
expected from me. And I
was glad I could do it to-
day,” said Jemimah.

Explaining her decision
to bat at No. 4 or 5 in the
games so far, she said: “To
be honest, I wanted to bat
at No. 3. But as a captain, I
cannot think about myself. 

First priority
“I need to put the team
�rst. And when I thought
from the team’s perspec-
tive, I felt Laura Wolvaardt
was better at three. 

“I am versatile in play-
ing spinners, and hitting
those gaps from the �rst
ball.” 

Glad I could �nish
the chase against
MI: Jemimah

WPL-4

Vivek Krishnan
VADODARA

Leading from the front: For Jemimah, it is about putting the

team’s interests first. FILE PHOTO: EMMANUAL YOGINI 

PERSONALSITUATION VACANT

CHANGE OF NAME

PERSONAL

CONSULTANTS

TENDERS

CHANGE OF NAME

M.K.SANKARAN (78), Retired Junior
Engineer-Printing, The Hindu, Madurai
passed away on 20-January-2026. Ad-
dress: 2, Mahilampoo Street, Sri Ram
Nagar, Sammattipuram, Madurai -
625016. Contact�: 90038 56582

DEATH
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B
elgium’s Vincent Vanasch is
one of the world’s top
goalkeepers now and one of
the most experienced ones.

A World Champion (2018), Olympic
gold medallist (Tokyo 2020-21),
European champion (2019), and
three-time FIH Goalkeeper of the Year
(2017–2019), the 38-year-old Belgian
brings vast experience to the �eld.

A four-time Olympian with over 270
international caps, Vanasch now plays
in the Hockey India League for JSW
Soorma HC. He praised his young
teammate H.S. Mohith: “He is fantastic
— focused, skilled, and able to take
advice on board. His re�exes are
excellent, and if he trusts himself, he
will go far.”

Looking ahead, Vanasch is excited
for the FIH men’s World Cup in
Belgium and the Netherlands this
August. Far from contemplating
retirement, he said, “After the World
Cup, it’s only two years until the Los
Angeles Olympics 2028. Why not push
for one more and play my �fth
Olympics?” Excerpts:

How di�erent is Hockey India
League when compared to other
leagues, especially European
leagues? 

It’s really special, to be honest. You
come here, you have maybe two weeks
with the team and then it starts and
especially this year the season is
shorter than last year.

So, every game counts. There is
more intense pressure. If you make a
mistake, you need to get back on track
quickly. You have seven games and
then it’s the playo�s, so it’s pressure
but really nice, too, because I think
when you can turn it into positive
pressure, it becomes a privilege. 

How do you feel when you take to
the pitch facing some top quality
drag-�ickers and any particular

names that you would like to share?

I’m always happy to be on the highest
stage with so many good drag-�ickers.
To be honest, it’s a privilege for me to
train with teammate and captain
Harmanpreet Singh because he’s one of
the best. It’s one of his superpowers.
There is Jip Janssen of The Netherlands.
Unfortunately, he is not here. You have
New Zealand’s Ken Russell, who plays
for HIL GC and then there is my
compatriot Tom Boon, who plays for
Ranchi Royals. And you have Belgium’s
Alexander Hendrickx, who plays for
Vedanta Kalinga Lancers. It’s quite nice
that most of the guys are here in HIL
where I can face them because it’ great
practice, I think, for the World Cup.
And I think it’s good to compete at the
highest level of the competition, with
the best players in the world
competing.

Your thoughts on teammate H.S.
Mohith? 

Mohith is fantastic. I met him last year
with Soorma HC. I’m that type of a
goalkeeper who’s going to share
everything with my teammates and

especially him. I will share my
techniques, I will share my knowledge,
will always share a piece of advice
when I see something. That’s why we
analyse together the corners and the

shooters or the games in general. And I
give him also some sessions. It’s quite
nice to share everything together. And
when I heard the news that he was
selected for the Azlan Shah tournament
in Malaysia in November last year, I was
happy because he’s that typical goalie
who’s going to be really focused on his
task and always going to become better.
And he can implement a lot of advice
that I give. And he has a lot of skills on
the pitch. His re�exes are good. He
needs to trust himself that he’s going to
go far.

Soorma has seen few ups and many
downs in HIL so far? What went
wrong and how do you plan to
bounce back?

And like I said, the league is shorter. We
lost the �rst two matches in Chennai.
Any defeat puts you under pressure.
But then we took two points against last
year’s �nalist Hyderabad Toofans,
which is a really good team with a good
set of players. The win gave us a boost
and con�dence that we can beat
everyone in this league. We need to
take points. It is important but at the
same time it’s imperative we don’t put

too much pressure on ourselves. At the
end, we have to show our qualities on
the �eld. And our qualities are to play
together as a team. It’s not the
individuals, who are going to make a
di�erence. But, as one team, we can do
something big. 

The World Cup is happening in your
country (Belgium) and The
Netherlands. Will it be your
farewell tournament? And how are
you look forward to the
competition? 

To be honest, it’s really nice to play
such a big tournament like a World Cup
in my country. I know everything is
going to be well organised as well. And
it’s special to play in front of your
crowd. With regards to this being my
�nal tournament, I don’t know yet, but
let’s see because I’ve been playing
almost 20 years for the national team.
If we can end with a gold medal at the
World Cup, that would be great. But
after the World Cup, it’s only two years
for Los Angeles Olympics 2028. So, why
not push for two more years and play
my �fth Olympics?

Belgium has been one of the
consistent teams in World Cups. In
the last World Cup in 2023, Belgium
�nished runner-up. What are the
expectations and how is the team
preparing? 

The team has changed. A lot of players
quit playing but they were really
experienced players. I think seven of
them (might be out of the team]. So, we
lost a lot of experience in our team. But
we have new guys, young kids coming
in the team and �lling those gaps. We
can see they need some experience and
that’s why we play a lot of tournaments
like the Pro League. We want those
players to take up the responsibilities
that we give them.

We want them to take the initiative,
knowing why they are in the team,
knowing their qualities, knowing what
they can do with the ball and o� the
ball, of course, and make sure that they
become better players. I hope they will
improve a lot and become a better
version of themselves on and o� the
pitch. 

INTERVIEW 

Vincent Vanasch

K. Keerthivasan
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HIL can be a great training
ground for the World Cup

THe Belgian shot-stopper feels teammate Mohith is special and predicts a bright future for him; he also hopes to make it to the 2028 Olympics after the showpiece event at home 

To be honest, it’s really nice to play
such a big tournament like a World
Cup in my country. I know
everything is going to be well
organised as well. And it’s special to
play in front of your crowd
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SCIENCE

An international research team has found
a systemic drop in land elevation across
India’s river deltas driven mostly by
human activities.

The researchers were motivated by the
lack of high-resolution data of river deltas’
subsidence worldwide even though they
support more than 340 million people.

They used interferometric synthetic
aperture radar data from the European
Space Agency’s Sentinel-1 satellite
collected in 2014-2023. The study covered
40 major deltas around the world,
including six in India, at a spatial
resolution of 75 m.

Then, the team used a random forest
machine learning model that correlated
the subsidence rates with three stressors:
groundwater storage (already measured
by the NASA-German GRACE satellites),
sediment �ux, and urban expansion.

The Ganges-Brahmaputra, Brahmani,
Mahanadi, Godavari, Cauvery, and Kabani
deltas were all con�rmed to be sinking,
with more than 90% of the
Ganges-Brahmaputra, Brahmani, and
Mahanadi deltas’ total area a�ected. In
the Ganges, Brahmani, Mahanadi,
Godavari, and Kabani deltas as well, the
average rate of land subsidence exceeded
the rate of regional sea-level rise.

The team also found that 77% of the
Brahmani delta and 69% of the Mahanadi
delta were sinking at more than 5
mm/year. Even under the worst future
climate scenario, the 95th-percentile

subsidence rates in the Godavari delta
were expected to exceed the projected
rate of global sea-level rise.

In Kolkata, the subsidence rates
equalled or exceeded the delta’s average
because the weight of the city and its
resource consumption were actively
accelerating its descent relative to the sea.

The e�ects of such subsidence include
worse coastal and river �ooding,
permanent loss of land, intrusion of
saltwater that contaminates freshwater
sources and degrades agricultural land
(which can increase competition for
dwindling resources and drive migration),
and damage to ports and transport
networks.

The analysis also indicated that the
Ganges-Brahmaputra and Cauvery deltas
are particularly a�ected by unsustainable
groundwater extraction while the
Brahmani delta bears the brunt of rapid
urbanisation. 

The study also found that the
Ganges-Brahmaputra delta has shifted
from being a “latent threat” in the 20th
century to an “unprepared diver” in the
21st, meaning risk has increased
signi�cantly while the institutional
capacity to manage it has stagnated.

The study was published in Nature on
January 14. “All deltas, by their inherent
nature, subside over time as recently
deposited sediments or in situ organic
material compact under their weight, a
process further in�uenced by isostatic
adjustments and tectonic activity,” the
team wrote in its paper,” the team wrote
in the paper. “However, human
interventions have accelerated subsidence
rates in many of the major deltas of the
world, transforming a gradual geological
process into an urgent environmental
crisis.”

The team also acknowledged that
among other issues, the groundwater
storage trends might be o� for small
deltas due to limitations in the GRACE
data, that the sediment �ux data aren’t up
to date, and that, “although the 40 deltas
represent a substantial portion of global
delta area and population, they are not
globally representative”.

Study shows
India’s deltas
sinking due to
human activity 

Dark clouds loom over the catchment area of the
Cauvery in Salem, Tamil Nadu. FILE PHOTO

The study using satellite data
covered 40 major deltas around
the world, including six in India,
at a spatial resolution of 75 m
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science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

T
hose who perform
exceptionally well at a young
age versus those who do so in
adulthood are rarely the same

people, according to a December 2025
study in Science.

This means “most early top performers
don’t become top performers at peak age,
and … most top performers at peak age
weren’t early top performers,” the
authors wrote in their paper.

By reviewing existing studies on
top-performing athletes, chess players,
scientists, and famous classical music
composers, the researchers also reported
to have identi�ed factors correlated with
exceptional performance.

The �nding suggests a “broad-base skill
set is important for people to succeed
later in life,” said Ankush Gupta, associate
professor at Mumbai’s Homi Bhabha
Centre for Science Education (HBCSE).

This can change how competitive
examinations, such as the IITs’ Joint
Entrance Examination (IIT-JEE) and the
Science Olympiads, identify and train
top-performing students, he added.

Dr. Gupta also serves as the Academic
Coordinator of India’s Chemistry
Olympiad.

Levels of human performance
The authors began by reviewing the
research literature to investigate the
factors that determine exceptional human
performance, allowing them to “examine
all of the available evidence we could
�nd,” Brooke Macnamara, one of the
study’s authors and associate professor of
psychological sciences at Purdue
University, said.

In the review, they included 19 existing
datasets of about 35,000 adult
top-performing athletes, chess players,
classical music composers, artists, �lm
directors, elite university graduates, and
Nobel laureates and compared the
�ndings against those from 66 studies of
young and sub-elite performers
(signi�cantly better than most in a �eld
but fall short of making it to the top-tier).

To check whether top-performing
children and adolescents went on to
become top-performing adults, the team
used a mathematical equation to quantify
the overlap between sets of junior and
senior top athletes. They found that these
groups di�ered by about 90%. They also
obtained similar results for cohorts of
top-performing junior and senior chess
players. 

When the team asked whether top
graduates of elite schools eventually go on
to become top earning adults, they once
again found the populations di�ered by
85%.

Making a top performer
The authors reviewed the selected studies
for factors correlated to top-performance
at younger and older ages. They found
exceptionally well-performing children
and adolescents started in their �eld early
and showed higher levels of
discipline-speci�c practice compared to
sub-elite performers in the same age
group.

How could multidisciplinary practice
help? The authors had three hypotheses:
(i) engaging with multiple disciplines early

on increases performers’ chances of
�nding one that is best suited for them.
(ii) Early multidisciplinary training equips
performers with the skills they need for
later discipline-speci�c learning,
including the ability to think �exibly and
integrate di�erent ways to explore
solutions. (iii) Early discipline-speci�c
practice can increase the chances of
performers burning out, ceasing to enjoy
that discipline, or — in case of sports —
getting injuries that hinder their progress
later.

Sindhu Mathai, a science education
professor at Azim Premji University,
Bengaluru, who wasn’t involved in the
study cautioned that the study only points
to a correlation between early
multidisciplinary training and later
exceptional performance. It does not
propose a causal link.

Seeing value
Dr. Gupta said he sees value in training
well-performing school students in
multiple disciplines. 

By way of example, he said success in
the IIT-JEE is often seen as an indicator of
being a top-performing student. However,
this examination uses multiple-choice
questions to test “a limited skill set” in
sciences and mathematics, according to
him.

“You are assuming that these students
will do exceptionally good in engineering
and science problem solving, without
acknowledging that problem solving often
requires observing real life phenomena,
making inferences from them, and
troubleshooting abilities,” he said.
Exposing students to multidisciplinary
training enhances these skills, he believes.

The authors agreed. “Admission and
training policies of many elite training
institutions … typically aim to select the
top-early performers and then seek to
further accelerate their performance
through intensi�ed discipline-speci�c
training,” they write. 

While such training fosters “young

high-achievers,” this often comes at the
“expense of long-term acquisition of the
most exceptional human achievements,”
they added.

Words of caution
There is one caveat, however. In Dr.
Gupta’s experience, multidisciplinary
training would fail without the students
getting “some support in how to
synthesise” their knowledge.

For example, he said, it is easier for
top-performing chemistry students to see
why they need to study computer science
and physics to be better at chemistry.
However, he added, it’s not clear even to
top-performing chemistry or computer
science students how studying chemistry
can help them be better at computer
science. The task of explaining that would
fall on the students’ teachers and
mentors.

Dr. Macnamara also echoed Dr.
Mathai’s caution, saying “There is no ‘if
you do X, Y will follow’.”

To establish such a causal relationship,
future research will have to investigate
whether aspects other than training, like
a student’s family background and
individual characteristics, also played
roles in their exceptional performance,
Dr. Mathai added.

Two scientists have challenged the
correlation itself. According to University
of California Berkeley professor
Alexandro Dimakis and University of
Bristol professor Michel Nivard, the study
doesn’t adequately account for the

base-rate fallacy and Berkson’s paradox.
Researchers commit base-rate fallacy

when they ignore the general prevalence
of a trend in favour of speci�c cases. This
means Macnamara et al.’s main �nding,
that top-performing children and adults
are di�erent groups, can be attributed to
there being “many many more non-elite
young candidates,” Dr. Dimakis wrote on
X.com. The claims the study makes aren’t
false, but they are presented without
respective base rates, Dr. Nivard added in
his comment, which he posted as a
preprint paper.

That said, Dr. Dimakis conceded the
authors do address base rates, just later in
the paper.

Berkson’s paradox, a.k.a. collider bias,
is a statistical fallacy that arises because a
study observed one kind of event more
than others. Both Dr. Dimakis and Dr.
Nivard referred to one sentence in the
paper: “Across the highest adult
performance levels, peak performance is
negatively correlated with early
performance.” 

The paradox says this negative
correlation would disappear if one
included the general population in the
sample.

Dr. Macnamara said the criticism
doesn’t hold. “We are not extrapolating to
the general population or young and
sub-elite performers,” she said (emphasis
in the original).

In an email exchange with this
reporter, Dr. Dimakis agreed “the authors
do not extrapolate”. However, “they also
do not discuss how this negative
correlation could be due to Berkson’s
paradox. The terms ‘Berkson’ or ‘collider’
do not appear in the paper.”

Dr. Dimakis agreed “completely” with
the study’s “proposed lessons”, that
“students should be able to try di�erent
sports and di�erent programs at later
ages, that early specialisation can be a bad
idea and that many students will bene�t
from trying more activities”.

However, he cautioned journalists and
people at large against making inferences
like “early specialisation does not help
reach elite status at adult age” or “let kids
be mediocre at multiple things instead of
great at one thing”.

Such extrapolation would be a classic
example of collider bias, he said. “I think
the authors should have emphasised
these limitations more in their paper to
prevent the general public from making
incorrect causal conclusions.”

Dr. Macnamara clari�ed the study’s
conclusions as follows: “We do not say
that to be a world-class performer you
should practice as little as possible or be
as bad as possible early on. Rather, we
explicitly state world-class performers
engaged in large amounts of
discipline-speci�c practice.”

However, “world-class performers
usually had accumulated less
discipline-speci�c practice compared
with those performing just below this
level,” she added.

And even though world-class
performers usually performed “above
average early on”, their performance
when they were younger was not as good
as those who would “eventually perform
just below world-class,” she said.

(Sayantan Datta is a faculty member at
Krea University and an independent science
journalist. dattasayantan95@gmail.com)

Study probes the vast gap between
early prodigies and adult achievers
By reviewing studies on top-performing athletes, chess players, scientists, and classical music composers, researchers have reportedly identi�ed

factors correlated with exceptional performance; the �ndings can change how competitive exams identify top-performing students, experts say

Strong opening: The study found well-performing children started in their field early and showed higher
levels of discipline-specific practice compared to sub-elite performers in the same age group. FILE PHOTO

Sayantan Datta
SRI CITY

The review included 19 existing
datasets of about 35,000
top-performing adults from
various �elds; the �ndings were
compared against those from 66
studies of young and sub-elite
performers (signi�cantly better
than most in a �eld but fall short
of making it to the top-tier)

X

QUESTION 1

An ___ ____ is a cylinder of ice that's
been drilled out of a larger mass.
These objects have trapped small
bubbles of air from an atmosphere
that existed when the ice froze. By
analysing this air, scientists can study
the atmosphere from centuries or even
millennia ago. Fill in the blanks.
X

QUESTION 2

Water molecules contain di�erent
isotopes of oxygen. Two in particular
are interesting: the lighter one
evaporates more easily while the
heavier one falls as rain sooner.
Scientists measure the ratio of these
isotopes in ice or shells to determine
the temperature of the world at that
time. Specify the mass numbers of the
two isotopes.
X

QUESTION 3

An important field in

palaeoclimatology is palynology, which
is the scientific study of ____. This
includes pollen grains, spores, and
dinoflagellates. Exponents of
palynology analyse fossils in sediment
layers to reconstruct past climates and
vegetation (and in melissopalynology to
confirm the authenticity of honey). Fill
in the blank.
X

QUESTION 4

X cycles are collective changes in the
earth's movements that a�ect the
world’s climate over millennia. They’re
named after a Serbian scientist who
theorised in the 1920s that these orbital
variations cause the ice ages by altering
the distribution and intensity of sunlight
reaching the earth. Name X.
X

QUESTION 5

Microscopic sea creatures called Y build
shells out of calcium carbonate. When
they die, they sink. The chemical
makeup of these shells reflects the
ocean temperature and chemistry when
they were alive. Name Y.

Answers to January 13 quiz:

1. Term for the upper-hoist quarter on flags –
Ans: Canton

2. Symbol discouraged on flags because it’s
illegible from a distance – Ans: Text

3. Ratio of a flag’s width to its height – Ans:
Aspect ratio

4. Tradition in which symbols face the hoist –
Ans: Heraldic

5. Flag from which the pan-African family’s
colours are derived – Ans: Ethiopia

Visual: Tinctures

First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | Tamal Biswas
| Anmol Agrawal | Prem Raj P. 

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

Climates of the years past: a quiz on palaeoclimatology

X

Visual: What is the general name for formations like stalactites and
stalagmites, which are formed when minerals slowly deposit at one location
over a long period? DAVE BUNNELL / UNDER EARTH IMAGES (CC BY SA)

Please send in your answers to 

science@thehindu.co.in

Vasudevan Mukunth
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Number of snatching
incidents reported in
Delhi in 2025

5,406
Even as the

Delhi Police

boasts a high

rate of cracking cases in crimes such as

murder, Delhi witnessed an average of 15

snatching incidents every day last year,

with snatching and extortion remaining

among the least-solved crimes. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of
weather-related deaths
from 1970 to 2025

2.3
In million. More than 2.3

million people died from

weather-related events

between 1970 and 2025, according to an

AFP analysis of EM-DAT, a global disaster

database run by the Belgium-based Centre

for Research on the Epidemiology of

Disasters (CRED). AFP

Number of journalists
killed by Israel since
October 2023

220
Gaza’s civil defence

agency said an Israeli

strike on Wednesday

killed three journalists. Media watchdog

Reporters Without Borders said that Israeli

forces killed at least 29 Palestinian

journalists in Gaza between December

2024 and December 2025. AFP

Amount likely to be
allocated for dog
shelters by the MCD 

10
In ₹ crore. The Municipal

Corporation of Delhi (MCD) is

likely to allocate ₹10 crore in

its upcoming Budget for expanding three

proposed dog shelters. The proposed

allocation in the 2026-27 Budget Estimates

will be used for upgrading infrastructure at

upcoming shelters. PTI

Section of Ukraine’s
capital which does not
have electricity

60
In per cent. Ukrainian

President Volodymyr

Zelensky said that around

4,000 buildings in Kyiv were still without

heating and that most of the capital was

cut off from electricity after Russian strikes

earlier in the week. AFP

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far:

A
two-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court has delivered a
split verdict on the
constitutional validity of

Section 17A of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988 (PCA, 1988) that
requires prior approval from the
appropriate government before
investigation into any o�ence alleged to
have been committed by a public servant
in discharge of o�cial functions.

What is the PCA, 1988?
The Central government had constituted
a committee on prevention of corruption
under the chairmanship of K. Santhanam
in 1962. The Santhanam committee
submitted its report in 1964. It resulted in
the strengthening of laws dealing with
bribery and criminal misconduct. Finally,
a comprehensive act was enacted to
consolidate the law relating to prevention
of corruption in the form of PCA, 1988.

The PCA, 1988 provides for
punishment with respect to o�ences
committed by public servants while
performing public duties. ‘Public servant’
includes any government or local
authority employee, any Judge, any
person who holds an o�ce by virtue of
which he is required to perform a public
duty etc. ‘Public duty’ means a duty in
the discharge of which the government,
the public or the community at large has
an interest. The type of o�ences
punishable under the PCA, 1988 include
bribery, undue advantage without
consideration, criminal misconduct etc.

What is Section 17A?
Section 19 of the PCA, 1988 requires prior
sanction from the appropriate
government before prosecution of a
public servant in a court of law. However,
it was felt that there needs to be a
distinction in dealing between intentional

corruption and decisions taken in
good-faith that could potentially go
wrong. O�cers become reluctant to take
bold and timely decisions because of fear
of wrongful prosecution. In order to
address this issue, the Parliament inserted
Section 17A through an amendment of the
PCA in the year 2018. 

This section requires prior approval
from the appropriate government for
initiating an inquiry or investigation into
any alleged o�ence committed by a public
servant which is relatable to any
recommendation made or decision taken
by a public servant in discharge of o�cial
function or duties.

What were earlier rulings?
In Vineet Narain versus Union of India
(1998), the Supreme Court struck down
an executive order, referred to as ‘Single
Directive’, issued to the Central Bureau of

Investigation (CBI), that required prior
sanction of the designated authority
before initiating investigation against
certain categories of public servants.
Subsequently, in 2003, Parliament
amended the Delhi Special Police
Establishment Act (DSPE Act), that
governs the functioning of the CBI.
Section 6A was added to this Act that
required prior approval of the Central
government to initiate any investigation
against o�cers at the rank of Joint
Secretary or above. This was also struck
down by the SC in Dr Subramaniam
Swamy versus Director, CBI (2014) as
violative of Article 14 of the Constitution
that guarantees equality before law.

What is the current split verdict?
The current verdict of a division Bench of
the Supreme Court is on a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) �led by the Centre for

Public Interest Litigation (CPIL) against
the Union of India. Justice K. V.
Viswanathan held that the requirement of
obtaining prior approval before initiating
investigation was necessary in order to
protect honest o�cers from vexatious
and frivolous complaints. His judgment
cautioned that a ‘play-it-safe syndrome’
may set in the bureaucracy if such a
protection was not available. However, he
held that the constitutional validity of
Section 17A would be sustained only if the
approval is provided by an independent
agency and not by the government itself.
His order read Section 17A in conjunction
with Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013
and held that the approval should be
provided by the appropriate government
based on a binding opinion given by
Lokpal and Lokayuktas in respect of
Central and State government employees
respectively.

Justice B. V. Nagarathna on the other
hand held that Section 17A was
unconstitutional and tantamount to ‘Old
wine in new bottle’ that was struck down
in earlier cases by the court. She held that
Article 14 requires intelligible di�erentia
and rational nexus to the legislative
object, and that Section 17A fails on both
counts. She held that adequate protection
for honest o�cers in the form of prior
sanction from the government before
prosecution by a court is already available
under Section 19 of the PCA.

This matter will now be heard by a
larger Bench for a conclusive decision.
Meanwhile, there are two systemic
reforms that are warranted. First, there
must be swift disposal of cases and
handing over punishments for guilty
public servants that would act as a
deterrent against corruption. Second,
penalty may be imposed for false and
malicious complaints. This would act as a
deterrent against habitual and vexatious
complaints.

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS o�cer
and author of ‘Courseware on Polity
Simpli�ed.’ He currently trains at O�cers
IAS academy. Views expressed are
personal.

Should corruption charges need prior sanction? 
What does Section 17A of the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 mandate? Why was there a split verdict on deciding whether Section 17A was constitutionally

valid? What do earlier rulings by the Supreme Court state? What are the systemic reforms needed to tackle corruption among public o�cials?

GETTY IMAGES

Rangarajan. R
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The PCA, 1988 provides for
punishment with respect to
o�ences committed by public
servants while performing
public duties. 

�

Section 19 of the PCA, 1988
requires prior sanction from
the appropriate government
before prosecution of a public
servant in a court of law. 

�

In Vineet Narain versus Union

of India (1998), the Supreme
Court struck down an executive
order, referred to as ‘Single
Directive’, issued to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI),
that required prior sanction of
the designated authority
before initiating investigation
against certain categories of
public servants.

The story so far:

C
hina’s People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) conducted a military
exercise around Taiwan from
December 29-30, 2025. This is

the second such drill of the year, with the
aim being to safeguard China’s
sovereignty and national unity, and to
serve as a warning to Taiwanese separatist
forces and foreign interference, China’s
Ministry of National Defence (MND) said.

What are the latest military drills?
The military drill codenamed ‘Justice
Mission-2025’ focussed on the sea and
combat readiness of the troops,
comprehensive superiority, blockade of
key ports and territory, and
three-dimensional external line
deterrence using land, sea, and air forces.
A press release by China’s Ministry of
National Defence reported that on day
one the most tactical air drills with 130

sorties were conducted, of which 90
crossed the Taiwan Strait centreline. The
second day focused on long-range rocket
�ring, with 10 rockets landing in Taiwan’s
contiguous zone, which is the closest it
has ever been. China claims Taiwan as its
breakaway province, and its Ministry of
Foreign A�airs called the mission a
deterrence against “separatist forces.” 

What about other drills near Taiwan?
The �rst such military exercise was
conducted in 2022 after U.S. Speaker of
the House Nancy Pelosi visited Taiwan.
China deployed carrier groups, nuclear
submarines and �red 11 missiles into the
water near Taiwan. The next time was in
April 2023, when the then-Taiwanese
President Tsai Ing-wen visited the U.S.
and met then U.S. Speaker Kevin
McCarthy. In August, 2023, another
smaller-scale drill was held against
then-Taiwanese Vice President William
Lai Ching-te’s diplomatic trip to the
Americas. Furthermore, large-scale

military exercises happened in the East
China Sea after William Lai Ching-te of the
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) won
the Presidential election. In April 2025,
the ‘Strait Thunder–2025A’ drill focused
on advancing, deterrence, closure,
destruction and paralysis as stated by PLA
Eastern Theatre Command. 

Justice Mission-2025 comes in light of
the Trump administration’s arms sale deal
worth $11 billion with Taiwan. The
package, yet to be approved by the U.S.
Congress, includes self-propelled
howitzers, advanced rocket launchers and
other missiles. 

What has been Taiwan’s response?
Taiwan’s Mainland A�airs Council called
these drills “provocative and coercive
military actions.” To further advance its
military capabilities, Taiwan proposed a
multi-layered air defence system called
the ‘T-Dome.’ This advancement is steady
but slow, as Taiwan lacks a uni�ed action
plan to develop its military infrastructure.

This is due to the incongruence between
the two major parties of Taiwan, with
both currently holding political o�ces.
While the DPP has the majority in the
Executive Yuan, the highest
administrative body, the Legislative Yuan
is led by the opposition Kuomintang
(KMT) and the Taiwan People’s Party
(TPP) together. The DPP strongly pushes
for Taiwan independence and the
protection of its sovereignty from China.
But any defence legislation is thwarted by
the opposition, KMT and TPP. 

How did external actors respond?
While the U.S. underplayed the drills,
other countries expressed concerns. The
EU Commission believed that these drills
increase cross-strait tensions and
endanger international peace and
stability. China’s MND clearly noted that
the presence and increasing involvement
of foreign interference as one of the
reasons for the exercise. The U.S. arms
sale deal with Taiwan is an important
development in light of which these drills
happened. Similarly, the recent statement
made by Japan’s newly elected Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi have escalated
tensions in the East Asian region. Ms.
Takaichi declared that a Chinese military
attack on Taiwan constitutes a
survival-threatening situation for Japan.
China found Ms. Takaichi’s comments
egregious and demanded a retraction. 

Femy Francis is Project Associate, China
Reader, at NIAS.

What is behind China’s latest
military drills around Taiwan? 
How did the U.S. react? How is Taiwan furthering its own military capabilities?

Femy Francis
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The military drill codenamed
‘Justice Mission-2025’ focussed
on the sea and combat
readiness of the troops,
comprehensive superiority,
blockade of key ports and
territory, and
three-dimensional external line
deterrence using land, sea, and
air forces.

�

The first such military exercise
was conducted in 2022 after
U.S. Speaker of the House
Nancy Pelosi visited Taiwan. 

�

While the U.S. underplayed the
drills, other countries
expressed concerns.
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X

QUESTION 1 

Who was Norma
McCorvey?
X

QUESTION 2

Which U.S. State was
the first one to rule in
Jane Roe’s favour?
X

QUESTION 3

In 1821, this U.S. State
passed the first state
statute legislating
abortion in the United
States. Which was this
State?
X

QUESTION 4

This was a landmark
decision of the United

States Supreme Court in
which the Court upheld
the right to have an
abortion as established by
the “essential holding” of
Roe versus Wade (1973)
and issued as its “key
judgment” the restoration
of the undue burden
standard when evaluating
state-imposed restrictions
on that right. Which was
this 1992 case?
X

QUESTION 5

In 2022, which decision
ended protection of
abortion rights by the
United States Constitution
and allowed individual
states to regulate any
aspect of abortion not
preempted by federal law?

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1.
This country invaded Iran in 1980. Ans: Iraq

2. In 1981, Mohammad Ali Rajai and Mohammad Javad
Bahonar were assassinated in a Tehran bombing. They held
these positions in the Iranian government. Ans: President and

Prime Minister

3. Iran began funding this Lebanese resistance movement. Ans:

Hezbollah

4. In 1988, a U.S. navy vessel during this President’s tenure shot
down an Iranian civilian aircraft. Ans: Ronald Reagan

5. This major water body borders the region. Ans: Caspian Sea

6. Iran was a supporter of this military alliance during the
Afghan Civil War. Ans: Northern Alliance

7. U.S. President George Bush labelled three countries,
including Iran, as part of an ‘axis of evil’. Name the other two
nations. Ans: Iraq and North Korea

8. This malicious computer program sabotaged Iran’s nuclear
facilities in 2010. Ans: Stuxnet

Visual: Name the 2009 protest movement that emerged
following disputed Presidential election results. Ans: Green

Movement

Early Birds: K.N. Viswanathan| Sunil Madhavan| Arun Kumar
Singh| Parimal Das| Sudhir Thapa

THE DAILY QUIZ

The landmark decision in Roe v Wade, establishing a constitutional right to abortion,
was issued on January 22, 1973. A quiz on one of the most important cases in U.S. history

X

Visual question:

Identify this
American lawyer
who participated in
two notable U.S.
court cases of the
20th century: the
prosecution of Jack
Ruby for killing Lee
Harvey Oswald, and
the U.S. Supreme
Court case that held
abortion as a
constitutional right.

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Sindhu Nagaraj

“Dear Moon, why have you got ‘the blues’
now?”

“I just have one blue sketch, not many.
I wish to surprise my friend by colouring
this cartoon, but I’m terrible at it!” 

“Moon, ‘the blues’ means sadness,
melancholy, or a low mood. By the way, if
you practise any skill only ‘once in a blue
moon’, you would de�nitely be terrible at
it. Practice makes a man perfect.” 

“Genie, when does the moon ever turn
blue? I only see it glowing in silver.”

“Curious Moon, you’re thinking
literally. ‘Once in a blue moon’ is an idiom
meaning very rarely.” 

“Ah, I see it now, Genie. I don’t have
enough time to practise it every day. Is
there anything I can do now?” 

“Moon, you can still make your friend
‘tickled pink’ without this cartoon.” 

“Sorry, Genie. My pink sketch has
dried up and I can’t use it any more.” 

“No, Moon. ‘Tickled pink’ means to
make someone pleased or feel happy. By
the way, is she your ‘true blue’ friend?” 

“Ha ha, you are funny, Genie. My
friend isn’t blue like Lord Shiva. She’s
quite pale.” 

“Moon, a ‘true blue’ friend is genuinely
loyal to you. Also, ‘true blue’ doesn’t only
refer to loyalty to a person, but also
loyalty to a cause. For example, a ‘true
blue’ patriot or a ‘true blue’ party
loyalist.” 

“Interesting, Genie, but she isn’t my
‘true blue’ friend. She’s very rich, and her
father is a famous advocate. Everyone at
my school seems to like her.” 

“Ah, then she’s the ‘blue-eyed’ girl in
your school, Moon.” 

“No, Genie. She has cute little cat eyes,
not blue ones.” 

“Moon, a ‘blue-eyed’ girl (or boy) is
someone who is a favourite of all and is
treated well by someone in authority.” 

“How do you use this in a sentence?” 
“My teacher always praises Ram

because he is a blue-eyed boy in my
school. If it’s a girl, you can say: Ramya is
her teacher’s blue-eyed girl. By the way,
what’s that ‘black-and-blue’ mark on your
knee, Moon?” 

“Haha! Genie, you must be getting old
and you can’t see properly. The bruise is
red, and there’s even a bloodstain. But
you’re calling it black and blue! Yesterday,
I fell o� my brother’s cycle.” 

“Moon, if a wound is ‘black and blue’,
it means it is badly bruised and has
turned dark in colour. This can happen if
someone is hit hard or after an accident
like yours.” 

“I get it now, Genie. My brother lost
control, the cycle hit a tree, and
everything went topsy-turvy. It happened
so suddenly.” 

“Moon, this accident was a ‘bolt from
the blue’, which means a sudden shock. It
refers to something signi�cant or unusual
that happens unexpectedly, not
necessarily an accident. Example: The
resignation of the company’s CEO came
like a ‘bolt from the blue’. There is also a
similar idiom: ‘out of the blue’. It means
something that appears suddenly when
least expected.” 

Language in
conversation

Vaishali R. Venkat

FROM THE ARCHIVES

D
ecember 22 of every year is
celebrated as National
Mathematics Day to honour
the genius of Srinivasa

Ramanujan. Upholding the same spirit a
month later, it is worth revisiting a
remarkable constitutional episode
involving numerals. 

One of the most passionate debates in
the Constituent Assembly was not just
about fundamental rights or federalism,
but about the choice of numerals —
Devanagari or international
numerals (1, 2, 3). Two blocs emerged: the
traditionalists who championed
Devanagari, and the moderates who
favoured international numerals. For the
Hindi traditionalist group, numerals were
cultural artefacts that a�rmed India’s
civilisational identity. In that pursuit, they
were willing to overlook national unity for
linguistic uniformity. As Granville Austin
writes in The Constitution of India:
Cornerstone of a Nation, “The
Hindi-wallahs were ready to risk splitting
the Assembly and the country in their
unreasoning pursuit of uniformity. They
thus denied the Assembly’s belief in the
concept of accommodation and in
decision making by consensus. Assembly
members preferred to take decisions by
consensus or by as near to unanimity as
possible. Not only was this method deeply
embedded in the Indian tradition, it was
manifestly the most practical way to
frame the Constitution. A system of
government would not work e�ectively,
Assembly members knew, if large
segments of population were opposed to
it. Every attempt had to be made,
therefore, to achieve the broadest
possible agreement. The Hindi-wallahs,
however, announced that they would
impose Hindi on the country, if they had
one-vote majority. To prevent this, the
moderates went to great lengths to �nd a
compromise.” That is, Hindi chauvinism
was not con�ned to language and script
but extended to numerals as well. The

traditionalists demanded Devanagari
numerals and categorically rejected
“Arabic” or “International” numerals. The
dispute persisted throughout the framing
of the Constitution. 

The Hindu, in an editorial dated August
23, 1949, even suggested that after the
inauguration of the Constitution, a
language commission should be
established to examine the choice of
numerals, among other issues. 

Pride versus pragmatism 
On August 26, 1949, the Constituent
Assembly spent a tense and acrimonious
three hours debating numerals, with
Pattabhi Sitaramayya in the chair. When
the issue was put to vote, the initial show
of hands exposed a sharp polarisation —
63 members favoured international
numerals and 54 supported Devanagari
numerals. A revision was demanded, and
the result was a dramatic 74–74 tie. At
Sitaramayya’s and Nehru’s urging, the
House concluded that Devanagari
numerals could not be imposed on the
republic by such a slender margin. 

For days thereafter, the Hindi group,
led by Purushottamdas Tandon,
continued to resist international
numerals. Their adamancy drove many
Gujarati, Marathi, Bengali and even Bihari
members away from the Hindi camp and
into the ranks of the moderates. South
Indian members were already �rmly in
favour of international numerals. Seth
Govind Das, leading the traditionalists,
thundered: “If we cannot even adopt our
own numerals, what self-respect can this
country claim? Countries which forget
their culture lose everything.” For them,
rejecting Devanagari numerals meant
rejecting India’s soul. But others viewed
the proposal as exclusionary and
impractical. Frank Anthony, speaking for
minorities and linguistic pluralists,
warned: “To impose Devanagari numerals
is to impose a culture on those who do
not share it. This will not unite; it will
divide.” For many from the South and
minority communities, the debate

symbolised a deeper anxiety — that a
cultural majority might emboss its
identity onto the Republic through
symbolic dominance. 

Jawaharlal Nehru, the architect of
India’s scienti�c imagination, urged
restraint and reason. He emphasised that
science, commerce and international
exchange depended on international
numerals. Imposing Devanagari
numerals, he argued, would burden a
young nation with unnecessary
complications. International numerals
were already the backbone of modern
administration — banking, education,
telegraphy, engineering and trade.
Replacing them would have disrupted
governance and isolated India from global
scienti�c practice. 

The inclusive compromise 
After months of tense negotiation, the
Munshi–Ayyangar compromise resolved
the impasse with constitutional wisdom.
Article 343, re�ecting this compromise,
adopted the “international form of Indian
numerals” (0–9). The Constitution gave
the President only transitional and
administrative powers in this domain.
Under Article 343(2), the President could
issue orders during the initial 15-year
period (1950-1965) authorising the use of
Hindi alongside English and prescribing
related procedural arrangements, which
implicitly covered allied matters such as
numerals. However, the President had no
independent authority to alter or
prescribe the o�cial numeral system.
Article 343(3) vested exclusive power in
Parliament to legislate, after the transition
period, on whether the Union should use
English or the Devanagari form of
numerals for speci�ed purposes. As
Parliament never enacted such a law,
international numerals continued by
constitutional design. Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, Chairman of the Constituent
Assembly, remarked of the compromise
that “we have done the wisest possible
thing.” 

Article 343(1) uses the curious

expression “the international form of
Indian numerals.” The phrase captures a
long civilisational journey. The numerals
used today — 1, 2, 3 — originated in India’s
place-value decimal system, travelled to
West Asia, and eventually reached
Europe. Their visual forms became
international, but their intellectual roots
remained Indian. By adopting them, the
Constituent Assembly acknowledged
India’s mathematical heritage, embraced
scienti�c universalism and ensured
administrative e�ciency — a decision
shaped by both cultural pride and
pragmatic foresight. 

Unity in diversity
The numerals debate may seem quaint
today, but its message is strikingly
contemporary. In an era where cultural
symbols are frequently deployed to assert
majoritarian dominance, the
Munshi-Ayyangar formula stands as a
constitutional reminder that India’s unity
cannot be built on uniformity. It a�rms
that nation-building requires
accommodation, not homogenisation;
pluralism, not cultural conquest. By
balancing Hindi in Devanagari script with
the adoption of international numerals,
the framers sent a quiet but profound
signal: India’s identity would be inclusive,
layered and capacious — never the
monopoly of a single culture, language or
community. In the �lm The Man Who
Knew In�nity, Professor Hardy tells
Ramanujan, “We are merely explorers of
in�nity in the pursuit of absolute
perfection.” So too were our
Constitution-makers — explorers
navigating the in�nite diversity of India.
Their choice of numerals reminds us that
even the smallest symbols can carry the
largest constitutional truths: that India
thrives not when one identity triumphs,
but when all identities �nd room to
belong. 

Faisal C.K. is Deputy Law Secretary to
the Government of Kerala and author of
The Supreme Codex: A Citizen’s Anxieties
and Aspirations on the Indian Constitution.

A �ght over �gures: the constitutional
debate over numerals 
A forgotten but �ery debate in the Constituent Assembly once pitted cultural pride against pragmatic modernity over something as simple as

numerals. This controversy reminds us how even digits became symbols of identity and plurality 
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