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E�cient evacuation strate-
gy helped the government
minimise loss of life during
Cyclone Montha which
crossed the Andhra Pra-
desh coast post Tuesday
midnight, Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu has
said, adding that more
than 1.8 lakh people were
evacuated to 2,200 relief
camps.

Mr. Naidu took stock of
the cyclone impact at Oda-
larevu in Allavaram man-
dal of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
Konaseema district, Bapat-
la and Machilipatnam dur-
ing an aerial survey on
Wednesday.

“Past experiences of

dealing with natural calam-
ities and technology
helped us design a robust
preparedness plan,” Mr.
Naidu told the media at a
relief camp at Odalarevu.

Pointing out that Praka-
sam and Nellore districts
bore the brunt of heavy

rains, the Chief Minister
said that damage to crops
and assets has been report-
ed in every coastal district.
The loss is being
enumerated.

Referring to compensa-
tion to the cyclone victims,
Mr. Naidu said that the �sh-

erfolk who failed to under-
take �shing activities and
handloom weavers would
be given 50 kgs of rice,
apart from essential com-
modities. They will also be
paid ₹3,000 per family.
The other a�ected people
will get 25 kgs of rice.

Later in the day, the
Chief Minister inspected
damaged paddy and horti-
cultural crops in Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar Konaseema dis-
trict. At Bendamuru Lan-
ka, he inspected damaged
paddy �elds and interacted
with farmers.

Addressing a review
meeting at the Secretariat
later, Mr. Naidu asked the
o�cials to ensure the im-
mediate restoration of
power supply and road

connectivity in all the af-
fected mandals.

Drainage systems
should be strengthened to
prevent water stagnation.
Cleanliness and sanitation
works should be intensi-
�ed. Distribution of essen-
tials at the relief camps
should be expedited, he
said.

As part of the relief mea-
sures, 3,175 pregnant wo-
men were shifted to safer
locations, and 2,130 medi-
cal camps were set up. Mr.
Naidu also conducted a te-
leconference with the Col-
lectors, Ministers, and o�-
cials to review the situation
in a�ected areas. 

Evacuation strategy helped check losses, says CM

T. Appala Naidu
ODALAREVU/VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu making an aerial survey of

the cyclone-hit areas in Konaseema district on Wednesday. 
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Civil Supplies Minister Na-
dendla Manohar on Wed-
nesday said the State go-
vernment has set a record
target of procuring 51 lakh
metric tonnes of paddy
from farmers this agricul-
tural season. 

Addressing the media,
he said the government is
committed to supporting
every farmer a�ected by

the recent cyclone. Paddy
would be purchased di-
rectly from farmers, and
the payment would be cre-
dited to their bank ac-
counts within 48 hours of
procurement. 

Mr. Manohar recalled
that the State had procured
34 lakh metric tonnes of
paddy during the previous
season. Discussions have
also been held with rice
millers to procure mois-
ture-a�ected paddy due to

heavy rains and the cy-
clone impact. 

He asked o�cials to sub-
mit detailed reports on
crop damage by October
30, covering agriculture,
horticulture, animal hus-
bandry, and aquaculture
sectors. He said tarpaulins
have been stocked in all
Rythu Seva Kendras, rang-
ing from 10 to 30 units per
centre, and are being dis-
tributed free of cost to
farmers in need. 

A.P. govt. sets record target to 
procure 51 lakh tonnes of paddy 

The Hindu Bureau
ELURU

Heavy in�ows
leave reservoirs
brimming 

VIJAYAWADA

Steady inflows from heavy

rains caused by Cyclone

Montha in the upper

catchment areas have pushed

most major reservoirs in

Andhra Pradesh to near-full

levels on Wednesday. » Page 4

IMS to boost
real-time
governance

VIJAYAWADA

The A.P. government has

launched a State-wide Incident

Management System (IMS) to

ensure real-time detection,

monitoring, and resolution of

critical governance and public

welfare issues. » Page 4

Compensation
announced for
cattle deaths 

VIJAYAWADA

The government has

announced compensations for

death of cattles due to Cyclone

Montha. It announced ₹50,000

per bu�alo, ₹25,000 per calf,

and ₹100 per poultry bird for

the a�ected farmers. » Page 4
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Severe cyclonic storm
Montha left a trail of des-
truction in Andhra Pra-
desh, leaving two persons
dead and inundating agri-
cultural crops across
87,000 hectares. It also
damaged roads, bridges
and culverts, and uprooted
trees, o�cials said after a
preliminary assessment.

The severe cyclonic
storm crossed the Andhra
Pradesh and Yanam coasts
between 11.30 p.m. on
Tuesday and 12.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, close to Nar-
sapuram in Andhra Pra-
desh, the India Meteoro-
logical Department said.

Wind speeds touched 90
kmph near the Machilipat-
nam coast as the storm
crossed the coast. It gra-
dually weakened into a cy-
clonic storm by 2.30 a.m.
and then into a deep de-
pression by 8.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, it added. 

At 5.30 p.m., the deep
depression over north
Andhra Pradesh, south Od-
isha, south Chhattisgarh
and northeast Telangana
weakened into a depres-
sion over south Chhattis-
garh. It is likely to move
northwards and weaken
into a well-marked low-
pressure area during the
next 12 hours, the bulletin
at 8.30 p.m. said. 

According to the preli-

minary assessment, crops
were damaged on 87,000
hectares across 304 man-
dals and 1,825 villages. Ov-
er 59,000 hectares of pad-
dy, cotton, maize, and
black gram �elds were sub-
merged, resulting in severe
losses to 78,796 farmers.

Several roads, 14 bridg-
es, and multiple culverts
were damaged. About
2,294 km of roads were af-
fected, with losses estimat-
ed at ₹1,424 crore. The Ru-
ral Water Supply
department sustained loss-
es of ₹36 crore, while irri-
gation works worth ₹16.45
crore were a�ected. 

Cyclone Montha leaves 2
dead, �attens crops in A.P.

Troubled waters: Heavy rain has led to the rise in water level in several water bodies in Andhra

Pradesh. Picture shows local residents engaged in fishing near Ongole on Wednesday. KOMMURI SRINIVAS

The Hindu Bureau
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U
.S. President Do-
nald Trump on
Wednesday said

Washington is “doing a
trade deal with India”, and
emphasised that he has “a
great relationship” with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, as both sides conti-
nue negotiations on a pro-
posed pact.

“If you look at India and
Pakistan... so, I’m doing a
trade deal with India and I
have great respect and
love, as you know, for
Prime Minister Modi. We
have a great relationship,”
Mr. Trump said at the
APEC (Asia-Paci�c Eco-
nomic Cooperation) CEO
Summit in Gyeongju,
South Korea.

“Prime Minister Modi is
the nicest looking guy...
he’s tough as hell,” Mr.
Trump added. He landed
in South Korea on Wednes-
day morning from Japan as
part of a three-nation tour
of Asia.

Mr. Trump, who did not
elaborate on trade talks,
reiterated his claim that he
used trade to resolve the
war between India and Pa-
kistan in May.

“I called Prime Minister
Modi. I said, we can’t make

a trade deal with you... (He
said) No, no, we must
make a trade... I said, No,
we can’t. You are starting a
war with Pakistan. We’re
not going to do it,” Mr.
Trump said.

Praises Pak. Army chief
He also praised Pakistan’s
Army chief Field Marshal
Asim Munir, calling him “a
great �ghter” and “a great
guy.” “Then I called Pakis-
tan. I said, we’re not going
to do trade with you be-
cause you’re �ghting with
India and you know, two
nuclear nations. And they
said, no, no, no, you
should let us �ght. They
both said that,” he added.

Mr. Trump claimed that
the leaders of both India
and Pakistan called him af-
ter two days and stopped
�ghting. “After literally two

days, they called up, they
said, we understand, and
they stopped �ghting. How
is that? Isn’t that amazing?
Now, you think [Joe] Biden
would have done that?”
Mr. Trump said.

The previous day, in To-
kyo, Mr. Trump said he
brought the war to an end
in 24 hours.

‘Under strain’
The U.S. President’s com-
ment came at a time when
the relations between New
Delhi and Washington
have been reeling under
severe strain after Mr.
Trump imposed 50% ta-
ri�s on India, including an
additional 25% levies for its
procurement of Russian
crude oil.

U.S. is doing a trade deal
with India, says Trump 
At APEC CEO summit in South Korea, U.S. President says he has a great relationship with Modi; 

he reiterates claim that he used trade to resolve the con�ict between India and Pakistan in May

Press Trust of India
TOKYO/SEOUL

The negotiations between
India and the European
Union on a free trade
agreement have crossed
the halfway mark, with 10
out of 20 chapters of the
agreement having been �-
nalised, and several other
chapters nearing comple-
tion, Union Commerce Mi-
nister Piyush Goyal said on
Wednesday.

“We have made signi�-
cant progress in the three-
day discussion between
European Commissioner
for Trade and Economic
Security Maros Sefcovic
and his team and our team
on several areas,” Mr.
Goyal said at a press
brie�ng.

“We have agreed to
close 10 out of 20 chapters.
Another four to �ve chap-
ters have in principle been
broadly decided.”

FTA talks with
EU crossed
halfway mark:
Piyush Goyal

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI
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Israel’s military said on
Wednesday that the cease-
�re was back on in Gaza af-
ter it carried out heavy air-
strikes overnight across
the Palestinian territory
that killed 104 people, in-
cluding 46 children, ac-
cording to local o�cials.

The strikes, the dea-
dliest since the cease�re
began on October 10,
marked the most serious
challenge to the truce to
date. Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said
he had ordered the strikes
after accusing Hamas of
violating the cease�re for

handing over body parts
this week that Israel said
were partial remains of a
hostage recovered earlier
in the war. That was com-
pounded by the shooting
and killing of an Israeli sol-

dier during an exchange of
gun�re in Rafah. 

Hamas denied any invol-
vement in the shooting. 

Israel says cease�re is back
after strikes kill 104 in Gaza
Associated Press
DEIR AL-BALAH, GAZA STRIP

Unending grief: Mourners react at the funeral of Palestinians killed

in Israeli strikes, in Khan Younis on Wednesday. REUTERS
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India will repatriate 500 of
its citizens who recently
crossed into Thailand, �ee-
ing from a Myanmar mili-
tary operation against a cy-
berscam hub there, Thai
Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul said, accord-
ing to a Bangkok Post re-
port on Wednesday.

The Myanmar military
has carried out operations
against the KK Park cyber
crime hub in the Myawad-
dy township in southeas-

tern Myanmar, which is
known to have targeted
many victims across the
world. Following the oper-
ation, Indians working in
the cybercrime compound

crossed the border to Mae
Sot in Thailand. 

Following the Thai PM’s
remarks, Ministry of Exter-
nal A�airs spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said the

authorities in New Delhi
are “aware of Indian na-
tionals who have been de-
tained by Thai authori-
ties”, adding that the
Indian Embassy in Bang-
kok is working with the
Thai government to repa-
triate them. 

“They had crossed into
Thailand from Myanmar
over the past few days. Our
Mission in Thailand is
working closely with Thai
authorities to verify their
nationality and to repa-
triate them, after neces-
sary legal formalities are

completed in that coun-
try,” Mr. Jaiswal said.

Hub of cybercrime
External A�airs Minister S.
Jaishankar had raised con-
cerns about Indians stuck
in scam centres in the re-
gion during his speech at
the East Asia Summit on
October 27. “We share the
concern about scam
centres in the region which
has also entrapped our na-
tionals,” he had said. 

500 Indians in Thai custody to be repatriated
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI
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DEATH

ANNIVERSARIES DEATH

IN MEMORIAM

C
hief Secretary and
Special CS (Energy)
K. Vijayanand

praised the Electricity de-
partment sta� for their
commendable services in
ensuring power supply to
the public during cyclone
Montha by overcoming ad-
verse conditions with
e�ciency.

According to the CS, the
DISCOMs incurred a loss of
nearly ₹17.84 crore on ac-
count of damages to their
infrastructure. He stated in
a press release that over
11,000 employees from va-
rious cadres were de-
ployed in the a�ected areas
to prevent interruptions to
electricity supply. 

He said that alternative

arrangements were made
to ensure continuous sup-
ply to the public wherever
there were obstacles to
power restoration, and
mentioned that 100% res-
toration of electricity sup-
ply would be completed by
October 30. 

Regarding AP-Transco

network, Mr. Vijayanand
stated that issues were re-
ported at nine 220 kV sub-
stations, four 400 kV sub-
stations, and eleven 132 kV
substations, and imme-
diate action was taken to
resolve all of them. 

He appreciated the ef-
forts of the DISCOM sta�.

DISCOMs incur 
₹17.84 crore loss 
due to infra damage

Electricity department employees carrying out repairs to damaged

lines, in Machilipatnam on Wednesday. K.V.S. GIRI

Over 11,000 employees were deployed in the a�ected areas to 

prevent interruptions to electricity supply, says Chief Secretary

The Hindu Bureau

VIJAYAWADA

The Crime Investigation
Department (CID) arrested
two persons for allegedly
using the photograph of
Human Resources Depart-
ment Minister Nara Lokesh
and committing cyber-
fraud. 

The accused used Mr.
Lokesh’s photograph as
their WhatsApp display
picture and posed as Su-
rendra, TDP NRI Conve-
nor, to cheat the public un-
der the guise of providing
medical assistance.

The main accused, Kon-
duri Rajesh of Vijayawada,
was arrested in January
this year near the India-Ne-
pal Border in West Bengal
and subsequently, the oth-
er two accused were ar-
rested on Wednesday. The
CID arrested Guttikonda
Sai Srinath of Hyderabad
and Chithhadi Thala Su-
manth of Patancheruvu in
Telangana.

According to the CID,
the three accused collected
information from indivi-

duals seeking medical or �-
nancial aid by searching
hashtags like #help_@nara-
lokesh, #help_@pawanka-
lyan, and #help_@ncbn on
X. Using U.S. based phone
numbers, they contacted
victims via WhatsApp, pos-
ing as Surendra, TDP NRI
Convener, and obtained
bank account and medical
bill details from victims un-
der the pretext of o�ering
�nancial help.

“The accused sent fake
U.S. bank transfer receipts
showing credit of ₹10 lakh
to victims’ accounts. Later,
they impersonated bank
o�cials from Indian num-
bers, claiming that funds
were held up and demand-
ing 4 percent remittance
charges to release the
amount,” the CID said.

After collecting money,
they issued additional fake
receipts citing “income tax
clearance issues” and
eventually stopped all
communication. They pro-
vided bank accounts to Ra-
jesh for receiving and
transferring illegally ob-
tained funds, the CID said. 

Two persons held 
for cyberfraud 

The Hindu Bureau

VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Congress
Committee (APCC) vice-
president Kolanukonda
Shivaji on Wednesday ap-
pealed to the State govern-
ment to ensure immediate
disbursal of crop loss com-
pensation to the farmers
a�ected by Cyclone Mon-
tha before the rainwater is
drained out of their �elds.

Mr. Shivaji said that
ryots, especially paddy
farmers, bore the brunt of
the cyclone’s devastation,
as paddy crops spread over
several lakh acres were
submerged. “The govern-
ment should take steps to
disburse crop loss com-
pensation as early as possi-
ble, before the rainwater is
drained out of the �elds.
The enumeration of crop
loss should be completed
within the next few days,”
he demanded.

He further said the go-
vernment should assist
farmers in the cyclone-hit
districts to raise their se-
cond crop.

Relief sought
for cyclone-hit
farmers

The Hindu Bureau

VIJAYAWADA

The YSR Congress Party (YSRCP) has intensi�ed
its ‘One-Crore Signature Movement’, describing it
as a people’s uprising against the TDP-led
alliance government’s alleged plan to privatise
government medical colleges. Party leaders said
the move would turn medical education and
healthcare into luxuries beyond the reach of
poor families. Terming the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) model “anti-poor and
pro-corporate,” YSRCP leaders on Wednesday
demanded its immediate withdrawal, accusing
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu of “selling
the future of poor students to private pro�teers.” 

Govt.’s PPP model for medical
colleges anti-poor, says YSRCP

Superintendent of Post O�ces, Eluru Division,
Surakattula Srikar Babu has announced that
entries to the national-level ‘Dhai Akhar’ Letter
Writing Competitions for 2025–26 will be
accepted till December 8. The theme for this
year’s competition is ‘Letter to My Role Model.’
The competitions will be held in two categories —
envelope and inland letter card. They will be
organised separately at both State and national
levels for participants below 18 years of age and
those above. The participants may write their
entries, not exceeding 1,000 words in the
envelope category and within 500 words in the
inland letter card category, on a plain A4-size
sheet. Only handwritten letters will be accepted.

Entries for letter writing
contest open till December 8
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W
hile Cyclone
Montha did not
cause much

rainfall in Krishna district,
it did, however, cause
strong winds that left agri-
cultural crops damaged on
46,359 hectares, most of
which is paddy.

According to India Mete-
orological Department, the
wind speed on Tuesday
touched 65 kmph in Machi-
lipatnam. The winds
brought down 446 electric
poles, damaged 30 trans-
formers and uprooted 506
trees in the district, ac-
cording to preliminary re-
port from the Krishna dis-
trict administration. One
person, K. Subba Rao, died
after a tree fell on him in
Kruthivennu.

According to the report,
standing paddy crops on
45,040 hectares, black-
gram on 985 hectares,

groundnut on 288.2 hec-
tares and cotton on all 43
hectares have been dam-
aged and 56,040 farmers

a�ected. A full enumera-
tion will be done later. P.
Rama Rao, Maganti Naga-
raju and Suresh are among

the farmers whose paddy
crops su�ered damage due
to the cyclone. 

Rama Rao, who has 15
acres of paddy near Na-
tional Highway 65 in Gudu-
ru mandal, invested
₹45,000 per acre. He now
worries that the expendi-
ture will only increase.
“Harvesting one acre of
paddy crop usually takes
an hour-and-a-half using a
machine. Now, it will take
the same machine more
than �ve hours,” he says.
The farmer pays ₹3,000 or
more for one hour of using
the machine.

The cyclone came at a
time when the crop was
two weeks away from har-
vest. “Now we will wait for
ten days before harvesting
the crop. In the meantime,
if it rains again, the damage
and expenses will only in-

crease,” says Nagaraju,
while assessing the extent
of damage for his crop.
Around 70% of it is dam-
aged, he concludes. 

Out of ₹45,000 expendi-
ture per acre, the farmers
here say they may recover
only ₹10,000-₹15,000. The
rice millers will take their
produce at a lesser price
and sell it to the govern-
ment at a higher price,
they say. “We will not be-
ne�t in any way.”

In Pamarru mandal,
farmers were seen lament-
ing over the fallen banana
and papaya trees. The
fruits had fallen to the
ground due to the winds.

District Agricultrual Of-
�cer Padmavathi said the
State government will pro-
vide input subsidy to those
farmers who have su�ered
33% loss of their yield.

Ryots stare at loss as storm devastates crops 

A farmer taking a look at the paddy crop damaged due to strong winds caused by Cyclone Montha, in

Guduru of Krishna district on Wednesday. K.V.S. GIRI 

Strong winds wreak havoc in Krishna district; according to preliminary crop damage report, standing paddy crops on 45,040 hectares, blackgram on

985 hectares, groundnut on 288.2 hectares and cotton on all 43 hectares have been damaged; 56,040 farmers have been a�ected

Nellore Sravani
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The Vijayawada Division of South Central Railway
(SCR) ensured passenger safety, sanitation and
community readiness during Cyclone Montha by
operating in full alert mode. O�cials mobilised
men and machinery to meet any emergency
arising out of the cyclone on train operations, an
SCR release said. Trains were terminated when
warranted and passengers accommodated in
other trains. Monsoon reserves on wheels were
strategically positioned to respond quickly to any
obstruction. Anemometers were installed to
record real-time wind speeds.

Ensured safe operations
during cyclone Montha: SCR

With the Cyclone Montha-
induced rains submerging
�elds, damaging crops and
clogging canals, farmers in
parts of Guntur district are
staring at massive losses.
Cotton and chilli crops in
Prathipadu mandal were
particularly devastated,
with cultivators fearing to-
tal loss. They also com-
plained of poor canal
maintenance and shortage
of urea, which, they said,
worsened their woes.

District Collector A.
Thameem Ansariya on
Wednesday toured the af-
fected areas, including
Prathipadu, Pedanandipa-
du and Kakumanu man-
dals, to assess the situa-
tion. She inspected the
�ow of water at Kondavee-
du valley stream, ongoing
canal desilting works, and
relief camps set up at Zilla
Parishad High Schools in
Prathipadu and
Pedanandipadu.

Crossing the �ooded
Nakkalavagu and Mekala-
vagu streams on a tractor,
the Collector reached Vara-
gani and Nandipadu to
meet local residents and

farmers. She directed o�-
cials to speed up post-cy-
clone relief measures and
ensure sanitation in all af-
fected villages.

Speaking to the media,
the Collector said crop
damage assessments
would be completed with-
in two days. She added that
5,000 quintals of urea
were available in the dis-
trict, electricity restoration
was in progress, and 84 fal-
len trees were being
cleared from roads. Over
9,000 people are currently
sheltered in 153 relief
centres, where essential
supplies are being distri-
buted as per the Chief Mi-
nister’s orders.

Flood-hit farmers pick up
the pieces in Guntur
The Hindu Bureau

GUNTUR

A flooded banana field at Undavalli in Guntur district. G.N. RAO

Two houses collapsed at Chirala and Re-
pelle divisions in Bapatla district owing to
the heavy rains brought by Cyclone Mon-
tha on Wednesday, said District Collector
V. Vinod Kumar, while reacting to reports
that a death occurred in the aftermath of
the cyclone. He said a 90-year-old women
died due to heart stroke at a house in Nag-
aram. He said the district administration
has placed 7,099 people in 126 rehabilita-
tion centres and rescued 15 people at Par-
chur. Police saved two railway sta�, return-
ing home on a motorcycle, from drowning
in �ood waters at Chinaganjam mandal.

Due to heavy in�ow from Nallamada
forest area, the Gundlakamma reservoir
over�owed at Addanki. The police rescued
three persons stranded here. The District
Collector said the administration prevent-
ed submergence of Parchur town and ad-
jancent villages by diverting the over�ow-
ing Parchur Vagu to agriculture �elds.

Two houses
collapse in Bapatla

The Hindu Bureau

BAPATLA

During the cyclone-in-
duced rains, around 200
workers were caught in
�oodwater inside a tunnel
at Veligonda Project near
Kotturu village in Pedda-
dornala mandal of Praka-
sam district on Tuesday.
The project o�cials res-
cued them within few
hours.

According to the sourc-
es, the heavy in�ows of
�oodwater from the sur-
rounding areas entered the
tunnel where the workers
were involved in lining
work. They were stuck
amid �oodwater in the tun-
nel underground.

As soon as the project
o�cials got the informa-
tion about the workers
trapped in the tunnel, they
have launched a rescue op-
eration. 

The rescue teams imme-
diately evacuated the
workers using the tunnel’s
vertical entry shaft and
shifted them to Kollam Va-
gu, downstream of Krishna
river.

A senior o�cial of Veli-
gonda Project said that all
workers were brought safe-
ly to Sunnipenta. 

Arrangements were
made to send them to Sri-
sailam through boats in
two batches within few
hours. 

200 workers
stuck in
tunnel
rescued

The Hindu Bureau

ONGOLE

Heavy rains on account of
Cyclone Montha caused
severe disruption of nor-
mal life across Palnadu dis-
trict on Wednesday, with
major waterlogging having
been reported at several
locations.

APSRTC services to all
villages are likely to be res-
tored by Thursday morn-
ing. At some areas, the
authorities either stopped
or diverted heavy vehicles.
One of the most a�ected
areas was near the under-
pass bridge on National
Highway 16 bypass at
Thimmapuram in Edlapa-
du mandal, where water-
logging stopped tra�c and
posed risks to nearby agri-
cultural �elds.

District Collector Kritika
Shukla inspected the site
and instructed the o�cials
to have the stagnant water
drained. She said the �ood-
water should not be al-
lowed to enter nearby agri-

cultural �elds.
Similar problems were

reported in Chilakaluripet.
The Collector, accompa-
nied by MLA Prattipati Pul-
larao, inspected the loca-
tion and directed civic and
revenue o�cials to take re-
medial action. In Nuzendla
mandal, the Gundlakam-
ma vagu (a stormwater
drain) over�owed at Inavo-
lu village and at Parigati-
cherla in Rompicherla
mandal water over�owing
from tanks �ooded roads.

At Muttanapalli–Munu-
maka railway road, fallen
trees blocking the water
�ow were removed with
cranes, restoring the natu-
ral stream course. Water
stagnation was cleared in
Mulakaluru SC Colony of
Narasaraopet mandal,
where water was pumped
into the main canal.

Heavy rain disrupts
normal life in
Palnadu district 

APSRTC services to
all villages are likely
to be restored by
Thursday morning

Sambasiva Rao M.

NARASARAOPET

The government’s quick
and foolproof arrange-
ments to deal with Severe
Cyclonic Storm Montha
have reduced the extent of
damage to life and proper-
ty, said Minister for Health
Satya Kumar Yadav.

Addressing the media in
Vijayawada Wednesday,
Mr. Satya Kumar Yadav
said Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu had is-
sued directions to all the
departments concerned,
which worked in coordina-
tion to minimise damage.

Mr. Satya Kumar Yadav
was speaking after review-
ing cyclone relief opera-
tions from the Command
Control Centre set up on
the premises of the Collec-
torate. Mr. Satya Kumar Ya-
dav, NTR District Collector
G. Lakshmisha and Vijaya-
wada Municipal Corpora-
tion (VMC) Commissioner
Dhyanachandra H.M. in-
spected the water-logged
roads in the city.

‘Foolproof
arrangements
reduced rain
damage’

The Hindu Bureau
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The A.P. Tenant Farmers’
Association has urged the
government to extend �-
nancial aid to tenant farm-
ers who su�ered severe
crop losses. Association
State president The asso-
ciation said heavy rains,
�oods and strong winds
have damaged over two
lakh hectares of agricultu-
ral crops and another 1.38
lakh hectares of horticultu-
ral crops across the State.

Relief for crop
loss sought

The Hindu Bureau

VIJAYAWADA
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C
yclone Montha has
left a trail of devas-
tation across coas-

tal and southern Andhra
Pradesh, claiming livestock
and damaging rural assets
on a massive scale.

Preliminary reports
from the Animal Husban-
dry Department on Wed-
nesday indicate that more
than 200 cattle and poul-
try deaths occurred across
several districts.

In view of the losses, the
government has an-
nounced compensation of
₹50,000 per bu�alo,
₹25,000 per calf, and ₹100
per poultry bird for a�ect-
ed farmers.

The losses were report-
ed from Guntur, Krishna,
and East and West Godava-
ri districts, where torren-
tial rains and high winds
inundated cattle sheds and
poultry farms. 

Veterinary teams have
been deployed to a�ected
mandals to provide treat-
ment, fodder, and shelter
for surviving animals. Dis-
trict Collectors have been
instructed to carry out im-
mediate enumeration and
release compensation

without delay. According
to district-wise reports, Vi-
sakhapatnam recorded the
highest rainfall of 187.1
mm, resulting in the loss of
four animals and damage
to ten cattle sheds. Anaka-
palli district received 128.4
mm of rainfall, reporting
the loss of three animals,
150 poultry birds, and
damage to 11 cattle sheds.
In Kakinada district, rain-
fall measured 36.3 mm,
where one animal died and
600 ducks were washed
away.

East Godavari district
recorded 69 mm of rain-
fall, leading to three animal
deaths, while Konaseema
received 18.5 mm and re-

ported four animal losses.
West Godavari recorded
31.5 mm with two animal
deaths, and Eluru district
saw 43.5 mm of rainfall
with four animal
casualties.

In the Krishna delta,
Krishna district received
50.8 mm of rain with 28
animal deaths, while Gun-
tur recorded 75.3 mm and
reported 55 deaths — the
highest in the State. Bapat-
la and Prakasam districts
received 150.3 mm and 184
mm respectively, with Pra-
kasam reporting ten ani-
mal deaths and damage to
several veterinary
buildings.

SPSR Nellore district re-

corded 180.7 mm of rainfall
with three animal deaths,
while Srikakulam reported
34 animal deaths after re-
ceiving 60.25 mm of rain.
Vizianagaram district re-
ceived 106.47 mm and suf-
fered damage to 53 veterin-
ary buildings, while
Tirupati and NTR districts
recorded 75.8 mm and
76.43 mm respectively.

O�cials said livestock
and poultry losses were wi-
despread, particularly in
low-lying and riverbank
mandals where �oodwa-
ters entered animal shel-
ters. 

The Animal Husbandry
and Disaster Management
Departments have
launched a joint assess-
ment to estimate the full
extent of the damage and
ensure timely relief for
farmers. 

Although the cyclone
has weakened, residual
heavy rains continue over
Rayalaseema and south
coastal Andhra, prompting
authorities to remain on
high alert. The govern-
ment has advised farmers
to move their animals to
higher ground and take ne-
cessary precautions until
weather conditions nor-
malise.

Livestock su�er massive
losses as Cyclone Montha
batters Andhra Pradesh

Guntur district recorded the highest number of livestock deaths in

the State at 55. REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

The State government announces ₹50,000 compensation per bu�alo and ₹25,000 per calf

as reports con�rm over 200 livestock and poultry deaths across several districts

G.V.R. Subba Rao
VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh State
Road Transport Corpora-
tion (APSRTC) is facing ma-
jor service disruptions as
Cyclone Montha battered
several parts of the State.

Following a government
advisory urging people to
remain indoors due to the
cyclone’s intensity, road
tra�c came to a near
standstill across many re-
gions. “Consequently,
APSRTC has scaled down
operations, running buses
only on a need basis to en-
sure essential connectivi-
ty,” said A. Appala Raju, Ex-
ecutive Director
(Operations). 

Speaking to The Hindu,
Mr. Raju said that under
normal circumstances,
APSRTC buses cover near-
ly 40 lakh km daily across
the State. “However, on
Wednesday, only about

50% of the �eet could be
operated, covering roughly
20 lakh km, primarily in
relatively una�ected re-
gions,” he said. 

The severe weather con-
ditions not only restricted
mobility but also caused a
sharp decline in the Corpo-
ration’s daily revenue,
which dropped by nearly
50%, resulting in an esti-
mated ₹10 crore loss for
the day, according to the
o�cial. 

E�orts to restore nor-
mal bus services continued
through Wednesday, but
operations remained par-
tially suspended in several
cyclone-hit coastal districts
due to widespread road
damage and obstructions
caused by uprooted trees
and electric poles. 

Restoration teams have
been working on a war
footing to clear debris and
reopen key transport
routes. 

P. Sujatha Varma
VIJAYAWADA

RTC su�ered ₹10 cr.
revenue loss: o�cial

Deputy Chief Minister K.
Pawan Kalyan stated on ‘X’
that the government was
distributing essential com-
modities free of cost to pe-
ople staying in rehabilita-
tion centres in the cyclone
Montha-a�ected areas, as
well as to �shermen and
handloom workers who
lost their livelihoods.

O�cials of the Food and
Civil Supplies Department,
acting on the instructions
of Civil Supplies Minister
Nadendla Manohar, have
taken steps to stock these
items in Fair Price Shops
(FPS).

A total of one lakh me-
tric tonnes (MT) of rice,
3,424 MT of sugar, and oth-
er essential goods are be-
ing distributed to the cy-
clone-a�ected people
through 14,415 FPS. 

Ministers Vangalapudi
Anitha (Home and Disaster
Management) and Anagani
Satya Prasad (Revenue) are

coordinating the relief op-
erations, Mr. Kalyan said.

According to G.O. Rt.
No.115 issued by Special
Chief Secretary (Disaster
Management–FAC) G. Sai
Prasad, the government
has permitted the District
Collectors of the a�ected
districts to distribute 25 kg
of rice, one kilo each of
toor dal (pigeon peas),
onions, potatoes, and su-
gar, and one litre of palm
oil to every family staying
in relief camps.

Fishermen and han-
dloom weaver families will
receive 50 kg of rice each.
This distribution of essen-
tial commodities is in addi-
tion to the bene�ts admis-
sible under the State
Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF) norms. 

The Commissioner of
Civil Supplies and the Vice-
Chairman and Managing
Director of Andhra Pra-
desh State Civil Supplies
Corporation Limited have
been instructed to take im-
mediate necessary action.

Civil Supplies Minister Nadendla Manohar distributing essential

commodities to the cyclone-a�ected people near Hanuman

Junction on Wednesday. 

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Govt. begins free
supply of essentials 

Energy Minister Gottipati
Ravi Kumar held a review
meeting with senior o�-
cials and CMDs of power
utilities on Wednesday to
assess the situation in cy-
clone-a�ected areas.

O�cials informed him
that power supply had
been temporarily suspend-
ed in some regions due to
strong winds and heavy
rainfall. 

The Minister instructed
them to conduct pole-to-
pole inspections and res-
tore supply in all safe zones
at the earliest. 

He directed that the ad-
ditional manpower de-
ployed from the SPDCL be
e�ectively utilised to speed
up restoration works at the
�eld level. Mr. Ravi Kumar
stressed the need to main-
tain adequate stocks of es-
sential materials to ensure

uninterrupted power sup-
ply once restoration is
completed. He urged elec-
tricity sta� and engineers
to remain alert and strictly

adhere to safety protocols
to prevent accidents dur-
ing restoration activities.
O�cials said that persis-
tent rain in some areas was

hampering full-scale resto-
ration, but all teams were
working round the clock to
resolve issues as quickly as
possible.

Energy Minister reviews power
restoration in cyclone-hit areas 
The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

O�icials repairing an electric pole uprooted by strong winds triggered by Cyclone Montha in Ongole on

Wednesday. KOMMURI SRINIVAS

Steady in�ows from heavy
rains in the upper catch-
ment areas have pushed
most major reservoirs in
Andhra Pradesh to near-
full levels on Wednesday.

O�cials of the Water Re-
sources Department said
the combined storage in
the State’s major reservoirs
stood at 94.77% of their
gross capacity, indicating
healthy water availability
across the Godavari, Krish-
na, Penna, and Vamsadha-
ra basins. The gross capac-
ity of all major reservoirs is
1,062.89 TMC, while the
present storage reached
1,007.31 TMC, leaving a
�ood cushion of 55.58 TMC
(8.15%). 

Krishna Basin 
The Srisailam reservoir re-
corded a level of 884.10 ft
against its full reservoir le-
vel (FRL) of 885 ft, holding
210.51 TMC of water com-
pared to 206.54 TMC dur-

ing the same period last
year. In�ows into Srisailam
were 63,439 cusecs, while
out�ows stood at 96,863
cusecs through power gen-
eration and canal releases. 

Downstream, the Nagar-
juna Sagar reservoir
reached 589.80 ft with
311.45 TMC of storage, up
from 306.40 TMC a year
ago. In�ows were 71,457
cusecs and out�ows
64,540 cusecs, mainly for
power generation and irri-
gation. 

At Pulichintala, in�ows
were 44,786 cusecs, with
the reservoir holding 43.55
TMC at 173.55 ft. The Pra-
kasam Barrage at Vijayawa-
da saw balanced in�ows
and out�ows of 53,857 cu-
secs, maintaining water at
57.05 ft — the warning level
for the barrage. 

Godavari Basin
Most reservoirs in the Go-
davari basin remained
close to full capacity. The
Dowlaiswaram (Sir Arthur
Cotton) Barrage registered

in�ows of 55,862 cusecs,
with smooth canal dis-
charges into the Eastern,
Central, and Western del-
tas. Total utilisation from
the Godavari delta system
since June 1 stood at 130.79
TMC, higher than 116.19
TMC in the corresponding
period last year. In the Pen-
na basin, the Somasila re-
servoir stood at 324.08 ft
with 65.05 TMC of storage,
compared to 67.65 TMC
last year. 

The Kandaleru reservoir
was at 259.32 ft with 42.38
TMC, ensuring su�cient
reserves for irrigation. The
Veligodu balancing reser-
voir in Kadapa district held
15.90 TMC at 866.57 ft,
while the Yeleru reservoir
in East Godavari stood at
21.78 TMC, slightly above
last year’s level. 

The Gotta Barrage on
the Vamsadhara main-
tained a level of 123.46 ft
with 0.50 TMC in storage
and in�ows of 1,580 cu-
secs, ensuring steady dis-
charge.

Reservoirs brim as heavy
rains swell in�ows in State
The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

The Stategovernment has
launched a State-wide Inci-
dent Management System
(IMS) to ensure real-time
detection, monitoring, and
resolution of critical gover-
nance and public welfare
issues.

In a Government Order
(G.O. No. 17) issued on
Wednesday, Chief Secre-
tary K. Vijayanand said the
initiative aims to enhance
responsiveness, coordina-
tion, and transparency
across all departments. 

The IMS will serve as a
digital command network
linking key departments,
District Collectors, and se-
nior o�cials. The Real-
Time Governance Society
(RTGS), in collaboration
with the Information and
Public Relations (I&PR) De-
partment, will manage the
system. Using advanced
digital tools, the IMS will
track incidents from identi-
�cation to closure, pre-
venting escalation and en-
suring seamless
inter-departmental coordi-
nation. RTGS and I&PR will
continuously monitor me-
dia and �eld reports to �ag
emerging issues, which
will be instantly communi-
cated to concerned o�-
cials through secure What-
sApp groups created for
each incident. Each group
will include the relevant
Minister, Principal Secre-
tary, Collector, and Supe-
rintendent of Police (SP)
until the issue is resolved,
ensuring accountability at
every level. RTGS will
maintain a digital dash-
board and analytical re-
ports for the Chief Secre-
tary’s weekly review, while
I&PR will share veri�ed up-
dates with the public. TDP
State president and Gaju-
waka MLA Palla Srinivasa
Rao hailed the initiative as
“a governance revolution.” 

Govt. rolls 
out digital
Incident
Management
System

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

The Group of Ministers
(GoM) on district reorgani-
sation in Andhra Pradesh,
which met at the Secreta-
riat on Wednesday, decid-
ed against further division
of mandals or panchayats
and resolved to ensure that
each Assembly constituen-
cy remains within a single
administrative division. 

The GoM discussed cor-
rective measures to ad-
dress issues that arose
from the previous govern-
ment’s district reorganisa-
tion. The meeting, chaired
by Revenue, Registration,
and Stamps Minister Ana-

gani Satya Prasad, was at-
tended by Ministers Pongu-
ru Narayana, Nadendla
Manohar, Satya Kumar,
Vangalapudi Anitha, Nim-
mala Ramanaidu, and B.C.
Janardhan Reddy.

Mr. Satya Prasad said
the panel reviewed the dif-
�culties faced by people
due to the earlier reorgani-
sation. 

“During the elections,
Chief Minister N. Chandra-

babu Naidu and Deputy
Chief Minister Pawan Ka-
lyan promised to resolve
these issues. The Chief Mi-
nister has now issued spec-
i�c directions based on the
GoM’s preliminary report,”
he said. The panel also dis-
cussed suggestions made
by its member Ministers in
detail. 

Mr. Manohar stated that
the �nal report would be
submitted to the Chief Mi-
nister before the upcoming
national census. “We will
conduct a detailed study,
keeping the time con-
straints in view, and sub-
mit a practical, people-
friendly report soon,” he
added.

Panel to submit
comprehensive 
�nal report before
upcoming 
national census

GoM rules out further split of
mandals, to align districts 
with Assembly segments
The Hindu Bureau
AMARAVATI

The CPI(M) has urged the
State government to create
a new special tribal district
comprising the Chinturu,
Rampachodavaram, and
Polavaram divisions to en-
sure administrative conve-
nience and protect the in-
terests of tribal
communities.

In a statement on Wed-
nesday, CPI(M) State Secre-
tary V. Srinivasa Rao said it
would be inappropriate to
merge these tribal areas —
currently part of the Alluri
Sitharama Raju district —
with East Godavari, as re-
portedly being considered
by the government.

Form new
tribal district,
CPI(M) urges
State govt.

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

IT and HRD Minister Nara
Lokesh instructed District
Collectors to remain on al-
ert for the next 48 hours,
even though Cyclone Mon-
tha had weakened into a
deep depression after mak-
ing landfall near Narsapur
in West Godavari district,

as it could still pose a
threat to lives and
property.

Speaking to Collectors
of the cyclone-a�ected dis-
tricts on Wednesday, Mr.
Lokesh directed o�cials to
ensure 100% restoration of
power supply in residential
and commercial areas to
help people return to nor-
mal life at the earliest. 

Remain on alert for 48
hours: Lokesh to o�cials

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

Reaching out

Patient hearing: Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu interacting with an eldery woman during his

visit to the cyclone-a�ected areas in Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Konaseema district on Wednesday.
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WEATHERWATCH
�

Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.45 HRS)

Forecast for Thursday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated

places over Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Sikkim, West Bengal,

Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. Thunder-

storm with lightning likely at isolated places over Arunachal Pradesh,

Odisha, Maharashtra, Konkan & Goa, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry 
CITY RAIN MAX MIN CITY RAIN MAX MIN

Agartala ................... —......33.4...... 25.0 Kozhikode .......................17......33.5...... 25.4

Ahmedabad............0.1......29.5...... 22.0 Kurnool ...........................39......27.6...... 22.5

Aizawl ...................... —......29.9...... 19.2 Lucknow.........................0.2......30.4...... 20.0

Allahabad ...............0.7......26.4...... 21.0 Madurai ........................... —......36.7...... 24.3

Bengaluru................ —......26.6...... 19.9 Mangaluru....................... —......30.2...... 24.0

Bhopal ..................... —......25.2...... 19.0 Mumbai ..........................0.4......34.5...... 25.3

Bhubaneswar ..........19......30.0...... 24.6 Mysuru............................0.1......27.4...... 19.0

Chandigarh.............. —......30.4...... 16.6 New Delhi........................ —......29.0...... 18.2

Chennai ................... —......34.1...... 23.6 Patna.................................1......28.9...... 25.6

Coimbatore ............. —......32.0...... 23.4 Port Blair ......................... —......31.2...... 24.7

Dehradun................. —......31.0...... 14.8 Puducherry ..................... —......33.9...... 24.0

Gangtok ..................0.2......16.6...... 14.8 Pune ................................ —......32.7...... 23.2

Goa.............................6......25.7...... 25.0 Raipur.............................. —......30.3...... 23.6

Guwahati ................. —......29.0...... 22.9 Ranchi .............................21......24.4...... 21.1

Hubballi ................... —......27.0...... 20.0 Shillong ........................... —......22.6...... 14.7

Hyderabad...............11......24.2...... 22.8 Shimla ............................. —......24.0...... 12.0

Imphal ..................... —......30.3...... 22.1 Srinagar........................... —......23.4........ 3.6

Jaipur ...................... —......26.7...... 18.8 Thiruvananthapuram ..........18......31.6...... 23.3

Kochi..........................4......31.2...... 25.8 Tiruchi ............................. —......34.9...... 23.4

Kohima .................... —......27.9...... 17.2 Vijayawada......................27......25.5...... 22.8

Kolkata ...................0.4......30.0...... 26.0 Visakhapatnam................17......27.8...... 25.4

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE In observation made at

4.00 p.m., Panchkula,

Haryana recorded an

overall air quality index

(AQI) score of 334

indicating an unhealthy

level of pollution. In

contrast, Kunjemura,

Chhattisgarh recorded a

healthy AQI score of 15

Ahmedabad ..... .29 ..31 .28 .....60 ....66 ......*

Bengaluru ........ ..— ..23 102 .....46 ....89 ......*

Chennai............ .15 ..23 .23 .....89 ....77 ......*

Delhi ................. .36 ..76 .96 ...331 ...271 ......*

Hyderabad ....... .15 ..20 .27 .....77 ....93 ......*

Kolkata............. ...6 ....8 .56 .....62 ....63 ......*

Lucknow........... ...5 ..56 .47 .....64 ....91 ......*

Mumbai ............ ..— ..54 .38 .....55 ...111 ......*

Pune ................. ..— ..22 .63 ...115 ...116 ......*

Visakhapatnam .10 ..13 .13 .....31 ....43 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing di�icult. It
can a�ect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects
such as statues and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air
particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart
and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing,
chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks,
heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease

Following the private bus �re in Andhra
Pradesh’s Kurnool district on October 24, the
Karnataka State Road Transport Corporation
(KSRTC) has launched a Statewide safety audit of
its �eet. An o�cial said that teams have
inspecting buses, with particular focus on
emergency exits, �re extinguishers, �rst-aid kits,
and other safety equipment. The renewal and
maintenance schedules of vehicles is also being
reviewed to identify and address potential risks.

Karnataka holds bus safety
audit after Kurnool accident

INBRIEF
�

The Karnataka Forest department has on Friday
convened a public hearing on eliciting opinion
from the local community on the proposed move
to declare the M.M. Hills Wildlife Sanctuary as a
tiger reserve. For quite sometime, there has been
a strong opposition to this consensus. C. Made
Gowda of Jilla Budakattu Girijana Abhivriddhi
Sangha said, “We don’t want a tiger reserve
because there are 15,000 tribal people living in
enclosures. Declaration of a tiger reserve will
result in our relocation”. 

Proposal to make M.M. Hills
in Karnataka a tiger reserve

K
erala Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vi-
jayan on Wednes-

day announced a
seven-member Cabinet
subcommittee to study the
CPI’s concerns on the PM
SHRI scheme. 

The key ruling front ally
publicly denounced the
signing of MoU by the State
government, as the “reac-
tionary” National Educa-
tion Policy-linked PM SHRI
scheme, which the BJP-led
Central government had
set as an obligatory condi-
tion for releasing statutory
federal grants estimated at
₹1,446 crore for school
education.

Mr. Vijayan said the go-
vernment had frozen
further procedures con-

cerning the scheme until
the panel submitted its re-
port to the government. 

Mr. Vijayan told a press
conference that General
Education Minister V. Si-
vankutty would chair the
committee which will in-
clude Revenue Minister K.
Rajan (CPI), Agriculture
Minister P. Prasad (CPI),

Law Minister P. Rajeeve
(CPI-M), Electricity Minis-
ter K. Krishnankutty ( Jana-
ta Dal-Secular), Water Re-
sources Minister Roshy
Augustine (Kerala Con-
gress-M) and Forest Minis-
ter A.K. Saseendran (Na-
tionalist Congress Party).

Mr. Vijayan hinted that
the government would def-

er any call on PM SHRI till
after the local body polls.
“We will all be busy in the
coming months,” he
stated.

Asked whether the CPI
(M) capitulated to the CPI
by forsaking sizeable feder-
al grants for school educa-
tion, Mr. Vijayan said the
people were aware of the
LDF’s credibility and no
amount of tarnishing
would rob the ruling front
of its sheen.

CPI State secretary Bi-
noy Viswam refused to
portray the Cabinet deci-
sion as his party’s victory.
“The CPI does not view the
situation through the nar-
row prism of victory or
non-victory. The CPI(M)
and CPI played a historic
role in yet again authoring
the victory of Left politics
and ideology,” he said.

Kerala puts PM SHRI scheme
on hold, sets up review panel

Standing firm: CPI State secretary Binoy Viswam along with senior

leaders in Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday. NIRMAL HARINDRAN 

Education Minister Sivankutty will chair the committee; move comes after ruling front ally CPI

raises concerns over mandatory inclusion in the scheme to receive Central funds for education

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

In a surprise development,
former Indian cricketer
and Congress leader Mo-
hammad Azharuddin will
be inducted into the Telan-
gana Cabinet as a Minister
on Friday.

Curiously enough, the
decision comes in the
midst of hectic campaign
for the byelection to Jubi-
lee Hills Assembly consti-
tuency. The constituency,
which goes to the polls on

on November 11, has a huge
concentration of Muslim
voters.

In August, Mr. Azharud-
din was nominated to the

Legislative Council as a
member under the Gover-
nor’s quota after the Su-
preme Court struck down
the earlier nominations of
Kodandaram and Amer Ali
Khan. Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy in the revised
list nominated Mr. Kodan-
daram and Mr.
Azharuddin.

Pre-election move
The Jubilee Hills byelection
has turned out to be a pres-
tige issue for the Congress,
which has consciously de-

cided to induct Mr. Azha-
ruddin as a Minister to
boost its prospects among
the minorities. 

The attempt is also seen
as a bid to pacify the mi-
nority communities, which
have been disappointed af-
ter failing to get a Cabinet
berth. There are no Mus-
lim MLAs from the Con-
gress party and in the Cabi-
net. With Mr. Azharuddin’s
induction, the number of
Ministers in the Revanth
Reddy Cabinet will now go
up to 16. 

Azharuddin to be a Minister in Telangana
Ravi Reddy
HYDERABAD

Mohammad Azharuddin

Enforcing sustainable tra-
vel policies such as �ying
economy, choosing non-
stop �ights, trains or bus-
es, and capping frequent
�yer trips are among the
recommendations made to
IT companies in a report
on the “Urgency and Po-
tential of Aviation Impact
Mitigation In India.”

cBalance.in, a know-
ledge-centric solutions hub
specialising in tool building
and strategy development
to support the manage-
ment and mitigation of the

impact of climate crisis
which prepared the re-
port, said that the Indian
IT industry is a major con-
tributor to business-driven
air travel.

“Over a 1,000 km jour-
ney, an air traveller emits
285 kg of CO2 per kilo-
metre, while a railway pas-
senger in even an air condi-
tioned executive-class
compartment emits 30 kg
and in a comfortable AC
bus the same passenger
emits 70 kg. Clearly, air tra-
vel, irrespective of its e�-
ciency bene�ts, is the most
climate-polluting way to
travel,” it said.

IT industry a major
contributor to carbon
footprint, report �nds
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Telangana Medical Council (TGMC), in
coordination with the District Medical and Health
O�cer of Rangareddy district, has sealed 17
unlicensed clinics and �rst aid centres operating
illegally. According to the Council, they were run
by individuals posing as doctors and were found
recklessly administering antibiotics, steroids,
painkillers and abortion pills, posing a serious
threat to public health. 

Telangana Medical Council
shuts down 17 illegal clinics

Sri Tridandi Srimannaraya-
na Ramanuja Chinna
Jeeyar Swamy has high-
lighted the responsibility
of every Hindu to preserve
the ancient temples as well
as the rich heritage and
culture of the country.
Along with A.P. Endow-
ments Minister Anam Ra-
manarayana Reddy, he laid
the foundation stone for
the reconstruction works
of Sri Venugopala Swamy
Temple at Moolapet in Nel-
lore on Wednesday.

He said: “The history of
the Telugu people is unpa-
ralleled across India in va-
rious aspects, including
food, travel and behaviour.
Our Telugu script is still
visible on the ancient tem-
ples of Srirangam and
Madhurai in Tamil Nadu.

The beauti�cation of the
temples should be under-
taken to preserve the glory
of the Telugu people.”

Chinna Jeeyar Swamy
further said: “The ancient
stone inscriptions, marbles
and artifacts should be pre-
served and handed down

to the future generations as
the evidence of our rich
heritage. The history of the
famous temples should not
be forgotten. The recon-
struction of the ancient
temples is paying tributes
to our ancestors.”

On the occasion, Minis-

ter Ramanaraya Reddy
said Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu has gi-
ven him the responsibility
of developing 27,000 tem-
ples in the State. 

He said that the recon-
struction of temples across
the State has been initiated
from the Venugopalaswa-
my temple. He said that
Dalits were allowed to en-
ter temples in the State
with Venugopala Swamy
temple.

The Minister recalled
that hundreds of weddings
used to be held in the tem-
ple, which has a lot of his-
tory and fame, and the
temple had been full with
devotees. However, the
temple has lost its signi�-
cance over a period of
time. He said that the State
government has sanc-
tioned ₹17 crore for its re-
construction.

Chinna Jeeyar Swamy calls for
preserving ancient temples
The Hindu Bureau
NELLORE

Sri Tridandi Srimannarayana Ramanuja Chinna Jeeyar Swamy,

along with A.P. Endowments Minister Anam Ramanarayana Reddy,

laying foundation stone for the reconstruction works of Venugopala

Swamy temple at Mulapet, in Nellore on Wednesday. 

Following frequent hu-
man-tiger con�icts around
the Bandipur-Nagarahole
belt and complaints from
stakeholders of unregulat-
ed tourism, the number of
safari trips has been re-
duced by one in both the
tiger reserves.

This has come into ef-
fect from October 28 fol-
lowing a directive by the
Minister for Forests, Ecolo-
gy, and Environment Esh-
war B. Khandre. The Minis-
ter said that there was an
increase in the tourist foot-

fall in both Bandipur and
Nagarahole with instances
of safari vehicles continu-
ing to ply in the tourism
zone even after 6 p.m. He
said farmers have ex-
pressed concern that this
was causing disturbance to
wildlife, resulting in con-
�ict situations in villages
outside the forests.

In a bid to strike a ba-
lance between conserva-
tion education and safe-
guarding local interests,
the Minister said that safari
and tourism was not only a
source of livelihood for ma-
ny, but was vital for educa-
tion related to wildlife.

Tourism surge 
forces safari limits 
in tiger reserves
The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

A.P. Industries Minister
T.G. Bharath said B and C

camps in Kurnool city are
best suitable for an HC
bench. Mr. Bharath, who
was reviewing the develop-
ment works in the Kurnool

Municipal Corporation li-
mits, said he had put the
proposal before Chief Mi-
nister N. Chandrababu Nai-
du during their recent fo-

reign visit. Mr. Naidu had
recently visited the U.A.E.
to attract investors to the
State and Mr. Bharath was
part of the delegation.

Bharath proposes High Court bench within Kurnool city

The Hindu Bureau
KURNOOL

614ca840-83e8-4940-9cc4-811e5e2cb9bc

614ca840-83e8-4940-9cc4-811e5e2cb9bc



A VJ-VJECM
YK

THE HINDU 

6 Thursday, October 30, 2025
VijayawadaEditorial

T
he industrial production data for Septem-
ber is especially useful as it provides in-
sights into longer periods such as the se-

cond quarter and the �rst half of the �nancial
year. The news is not all bad, but there are areas
that warrant attention. When looked at on a half-
yearly basis, the IIP data for April-September
2025 show that industrial growth was the slowest
in at least �ve years. At just 3%, the half-yearly
growth is well below what it should be. However,
quarterly growth shows that things are improving
— Q2 growth was a more robust 4.1%, compared
to 2% in Q1. The bright spot in all of this, at least
on the surface, has been the manufacturing sec-
tor. In September, it grew by 4.8%, the second
highest in this �nancial year. On a quarterly basis,
the July-September 2025 quarter saw the manu-
facturing sector grow by a relatively strong 4.9%,
the fastest quarterly growth it has seen since the
quarter-ended December 2023. On a half-yearly
basis, too, the sector’s growth bounced back to
4.1% in the April-September 2025 half, after hav-
ing slowed to 3.8% in the �rst half of the previous
year. Activity in the mining sector contracted in
September 2025, the second quarter, as well as in
the �rst half of the �nancial year. While some of
this can be attributed to the monsoon this year,
this performance is still unusually poor. Streng-
thening the sector should be a priority to shore
up India’s energy and strategic mineral security. 

The manufacturing sector’s apparent strong
performance, too, is not something that should
be taken at face value. The data show that the
growth is not broad-based, and is instead concen-
trated in some sectors. Of the 23 main manufac-
turing sub-sectors measured in the IIP, more than
half contracted in the July-September 2025 quar-
ter. Of concern is that labour-intensive sectors
such as apparels, leather products, rubber pro-
ducts and plastics, all contracted in the Septem-
ber 2025 quarter. The sectors that grew included
wood products, mineral products, basic metals
and fabricated metal products, many of which
are more capital intensive. If this trend persists, it
could have negative implications for job creation,
and warrants attention. The other troubling as-
pect of the data is that the consumer non-dura-
bles sector has contracted for the last six consec-
utive quarters. While some of these are essential
items such as salt and edible oils, others are items
of discretionary spending. Much of this is be-
cause of the base e�ect, but slack demand has
been a problem that policymakers have been
grappling with for some time. The only real solu-
tion lies in increasing incomes and creating jobs.

Uneven growth
Increasing incomes and creating jobs

are a must to boost demand 

K
erala sprang a surprise last week by sign-
ing up for the scheme, Prime Minister
Schools for Rising India (PM SHRI), that

dovetails the National Education Policy
(NEP)-2020, to upgrade and brand 14,500 schools
nationwide as model institutions. Kerala, one of
the three States to oppose the NEP-2020 (the oth-
ers being Tamil Nadu and West Bengal), on the
contention that it sought to encroach on the sub-
ject of school education, which is in the Concur-
rent List, and infuse it with communal bias and
anti-scienti�c content, was evidently looking to
gain central funds. Earlier this year, Tamil Nadu
had approached the Supreme Court of India after
the Centre withheld funds under the Samagra
Shiksha (SS) scheme over the State’s refusal to
adopt the NEP-PM SHRI framework. Kerala’s
agreement on adopting the scheme is now in
freeze after strife within the ruling Left Democrat-
ic Front (LDF) soon after the government signed
the PM SHRI Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the Centre, without Cabinet approval —
an issue deferred twice in Cabinet meetings. The
CPI, a key LDF partner, demanded an immediate
withdrawal. The CPI(M), which holds the general
education portfolio, initially defended the deci-
sion, arguing that enrolment in PM SHRI was neces-
sary to avail of federal funds withheld under the SS,
which had led to salary arrears for teachers and
non-teaching sta�. The CPI(M) clari�ed that Kerala
remained opposed to the NEP-2020 and would re-
tain control over its school curriculum. The allies
reached a détente on Wednesday — a cabinet sub-
committee will scrutinise the MoU. Implementa-
tion of PM SHRI will remain suspended until the
subcommittee’s recommendation. The Centre will
be formally informed of this decision.

Kerala has long excelled in school education,
achieving near-universal gross enrolment ratio,
high retention rates, superior learning outcomes,
and modern infrastructure — milestones that ren-
der many NEP-2020 targets redundant in the State.
For Kerala, PM SHRI amounts to little more than
cosmetic rebranding of already high-performing in-
stitutions, but the State would be forced to comply
with provisions of the NEP-2020 for integration of
‘Indian Knowledge Systems’, which many reckon is
a euphemism for pseudoscience. It is regrettable
that the Centre withholds federal funds under the
SS to arm-twist States into accepting NEP-2020 or
PM SHRI. While Tamil Nadu has pursued legal re-
dress, its case has not received the judicial urgency
it warrants. In India’s federal polity, the judiciary
must robustly defend cooperative federalism whe-
never it is undermined. As Kerala pauses PM SHRI,
it must consider litigation to secure its rightful share
of central funds. Federalism and State autonomy
cannot be bargaining points in the quest for funds.

Federalism and funds
State autonomy cannot be bargaining

point for availing central �nancing 

T
he central government recently
introduced the Constitution (One
Hundred And Thirtieth Amendment)
Bill in Parliament to amend Article 75,

Article 164 and Article 239AA of the Constitution
which pertain to the Union Council of Ministers,
State Council of Ministers and the special
administrative provisions for Delhi, respectively.
The Bill has been referred to a Joint
Parliamentary Committee.

The Bill provides that in case a Minister is
arrested and detained in custody for 30
consecutive days, for an alleged o�ence
punishable with imprisonment which may
extend up to �ve years or more, he shall be
removed from o�ce by the President, on the
advice of the Prime Minister, which is to be
tendered by the 31st day of such custody. Or, he
shall cease to be a Minister in case such advice is
not tendered by then. A similar provision is
provided for Ministers in State Assemblies, who
shall be removed by the Governor on the advice
of the Chief Minister. In the case of the Prime
Minister and Chief Minister of a State, they are
required either to tender their resignation by the
31st day or else shall (automatically) cease to be
the Prime Minister or Chief Minister of a State.

What was contentious for the Opposition
The two contentious issues that forced the
Opposition to come together against the Bill were
‘arrest’ by the police and authorising ‘detention’
by a court. Since, wide discretion lies with both,
there needs to be scrutiny of the Bill to ensure
that it is not misused.

The �rst parameter to remove a Minister is
arrest, which is discretionary and in the hands of
the enforcement agencies. While the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) provides for the
enforcement of some conditions before there is
an arrest for o�ences that are punishable for up
to seven years of imprisonment, it is not
mandatory for a police o�cer to arrest any
person accused of commission of a cognisable
o�ence that is punishable with imprisonment
even for more than seven years.

The Madras High Court, in Deenan vs
Jayalalitha (1989), refused to interfere in the
police investigation when the petitioner pleaded
before the High Court to use its inherent powers
to direct the Commissioner of Police to arrest the
respondent, Jayalalithaa.

The High Court said that the words ‘may
arrest’ under Section 41 showed that the power of
arrest is discretionary and that a police o�cer is
not always bound to make an arrest for
cognisable o�ences. Though he has the power to
arrest, he can refrain from arresting persons,
depending upon the nature of the o�ence and the
circumstances unfurled not only in the complaint
but also during the course of investigation. The
authorised power of arrest of an o�ender by a
private person is restricted to cases of
commission of non-bailable and cognisable
o�ences in his presence and to the case of the

proclaimed o�ender, not otherwise.
In Joginder Kumar vs State of U.P. (1994), the

Supreme Court of India observed that no arrest
can be made only because a police o�cer is
authorised to do so. The police o�cer must be
able to justify the arrest. Arrest and detention in a
police lock-up of a person can cause incalculable
harm to the reputation and self-esteem of a
person, the Court said.

In another case, Amarawati And Anr. (Smt.) vs
State Of U.P. (2004), the Bench of the Allahabad
High Court, after carefully examining the
de�nition of ‘cognisable o�ence’, provisions of
Section 41 and Section 157 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC), held that the Legislature has
consciously used the words ‘may arrest’ and it
was not mandatory for the police to make an
arrest in a cognisable o�ence. Section 157 of the
CrPC empowers the police to investigate a
cognisable o�ence and arrest the accused, if
required.

In 2009, in an amendment of Section 41 of the
CrPC, some distinction was made for arrest in
o�ences punishable with imprisonment
extendable up to seven years and o�ences
punishable with over seven years of
imprisonment. However, Section 41A of the CrPC,
which provides for issuing notice of appearance
(when arrest of a person is not required), does
not make a di�erentiation between o�ences
based on their term of imprisonment. The
Supreme Court, in Satender Kumar Antil vs CBI
and Anr. (2022), held that the investigating
agencies are bound to comply with the provisions
of Section 41 and Section 41A CrPC. Section 35 of
the BNSS is pari materia to Sections 41 and 41A of
the CrPC, read together.

There could be misuse
While the continuation of Ministers in the cabinet
with serious criminal charges does not augur well
for constitutional morality, the misuse of this
discretionary power of arrest by the police to
target leaders of the Opposition parties cannot be
ruled out. High Courts have repeatedly taken
objection for not following the directions issued
in Arnesh Kumar vs State of Bihar and Another
(2014) which mandated that the investigating
o�cer record reasons and material which
necessitated the arrest. The National Police
Commission (1977) in its third report observed
that nearly 60% of the arrests were unnecessary
or unjusti�ed. Given such a scenario, where the
police are alleged to be amenable to political
pressure, ‘arrest’ may be used as a political tool to
initiate the unseating of Ministers in Opposition
parties.

The second parameter is continuous detention
in custody for “thirty consecutive days”, which
signi�es the importance of bail. If a Minister is
able to obtain bail within this period,
disquali�cation under Article 75(5A) would not
operate. Though the Supreme Court has
repeatedly rea�rmed the principle that ‘bail is
the rule, jail is the exception’, bail is often

rejected for factors other than the triple test —
i.e., �ight risk, possibility of tampering with
evidence, and threatening of witnesses. For
instance, the gravity or seriousness of an o�ence
is considered to be an important fourth factor,
despite its con�ict with the presumption of
innocence of the accused. So, while bail may be
granted in early stages in economic o�ences, it is
extremely di�cult in heinous o�ences unless the
accused has undergone considerable
incarceration.

The main issues
The new Amendment does not account for
default bail under Section 167(2) CrPC (pari
materia Section 187, BNSS). Default bail is the
right of an accused person when the investigation
is not completed within 60 days to 90 days
(depending on the gravity of the o�ence) of his
custody. Since the cumulative period of police
and judicial remand itself exceeds 30 days, the
embargo under Article 75(5A) does not seem to
be rational. It is true that remand is not
mandatory jail time and needs to be extended by
the court at intervals, but courts readily grant this
extension within the outer limits of 60 days to 90
days.

Further, the phrase ‘an o�ence under any law
for the time being in force’ includes complaints
�led under special statutes such as PMLA (money
laundering), NDPS (narcotics), and UAPA
(unlawful activity). This is even more dangerous
since all special statutes have the infamous twin
conditions of bail that are not present in the
CrPC/BNSS. First, the accused must prove that he
is not guilty of the o�ence, and second, that he
would not commit an o�ence while on bail. As
opposed to trial, these conditions must be
satis�ed at the stage of bail itself. They are often
termed onerous and reverse the burden of proof
from the prosecution to the accused. The Manish
Sisodia case, where he was accused in the liquor
policy scam, is a case in point — bail was granted
17 months after his incarceration under the
PMLA. This being the norm for special statutes,
the threshold of “thirty consecutive days” under
the new Amendment Bill would be an abysmally
low benchmark to cross. Removal from o�ce
would be extremely damaging.

Another factor which may hinder bail to a
Minister is their ability to in�uence witnesses due
to their position of power, which is considered
signi�cant to an investigation and trial. A Minister
may be faced with a Hobson’s choice — either
continue or get bail. Staying on as a Minister
would jeopardise bail and therefore mean
removal under the amended provisions, while
resigning would prevent him from carrying out
ministerial duties even if bail was granted.

A last factor that makes bail uncertain and
vulnerable is whether the judge concerned has a
pro or ante liberty stance under Article 21.
Leaving aside the objective facts of a case, this
brings about enormous subjectivity and
discretion in granting bail.

An amended Constitution Bill, its contentious issues
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scrutiny of the
Constitution
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And Thirtieth
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Bill and its
focus on ‘arrest’
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T
en years after the adoption of the Paris
Agreement at COP21, the planet faces
unprecedented challenges. Despite a

shared global pledge to limit global warming well
below 2°C and keep the 1.5°C target within reach,
emissions and temperatures continue to rise at
alarming rates. The devastating consequences of
climate change are already visible across the
globe, including in India, as seen this year in
Uttarakhand, Punjab and Jammu and Kashmir.

Yet, the Paris Agreement is delivering. Ten
years ago, before the adoption of the Paris
Agreement, the world was heading towards
global warming of around 4°C-5°C by the end of
the century. Through sustained commitment and
concrete and collective action, this curve was
altered to approximately 2°C-3°C. This remains far
above what science deems sustainable, as
underscored by the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC). But it demonstrates that
collective action can have an impact on our
collective trajectories and that multilateralism
can work.

The Paris Agreement delivers because it is fair,
just and promotes international solidarity with
the countries most a�ected by the adverse
impacts of climate change. It respects national
circumstances and provides for di�erentiated
levels of commitment.

A turning point
Throughout the decade, the Paris Agreement has
been a powerful instrument that engaged the
world’s economy on the path to a low carbon
transition. Ten years ago, the most competitive
way to produce energy was fossil fuel use. It is no
longer the case. Today, everywhere in the world,
renewable energies such as wind, solar,
hydroelectricity are driving growth and jobs. This
marks tremendous progress for energy security
and sovereignty.

Ten years ago, electric mobility seemed an
elusive dream. Today, thanks to remarkable
advances in battery technology and energy
storage, electric vehicles represent nearly 20% of

global new car sales, heralding the drastic
reduction of fossil fuels in transport, bringing also
multiple co-bene�ts such as clean air to our cities.
The scale of this transformation is monumental.

The impressive example of the solar alliance
The International Solar Alliance (ISA) is a striking
example of the commitment by India and France
to strong international multilateralism for climate
progress.

Conceived at COP21 in Paris and jointly
launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
then French President François Hollande, the ISA
stands as a compelling embodiment of India and
France’s shared commitment to climate
multilateralism. At the COP30 in Belém, France
and India shared a joint vision: we needed this
kind of alliance to transform the hope of the Paris
Agreement into action.

Since its inception, the ISA has grown into a
global coalition of more than 120 member and
signatory countries, delivering concrete results
through capacity building, training programmes
and �nancial mechanisms supporting
underfunded energy transitions. It was inspiring
to witness �rst-hand the remarkable
achievements of the ISA at its Eighth Assembly
that this writer co-chaired on October 28, 2025,
with India’s Minister of New and Renewable
Energy, Pralhad Joshi. The ISA’s mission remains
vital: to make solar energy accessible to all.

India has a strong commitment to renewable
energies, more than half of which will come from
solar. India aims to become the largest major
economy to develop using a low-carbon pathway,
ful�lling the vision of “Viksit Bharat” by 2047 and
achieving net-zero carbon emission by 2070. This
year, India has demonstrated leadership by
achieving 50% of installed electricity capacity
from non-fossil sources, �ve years ahead of the
2030 target.

These e�orts must be sustained and expanded
across all regions At COP30 in Belém, �ve
priorities must guide the international
community.

First, there must be agreement on a way to
collectively raise global ambition to accelerate the
reduction of carbon emissions. The world’s
collective e�orts are still not su�cient and there
is a need to accelerate e�orts, for the world’s
people and its future.

Second, there must be a championing of a just
and inclusive transition, placing vulnerable
communities at its core. France devotes one-third
of its climate �nance to adaptation, contributing
to the Green Climate Fund, the Loss and Damage
Fund, and early warning systems such as CREWS.
As co-chair of the Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure alongside India, France also
advocates innovative, predictable climate �nance
such as global solidarity levies ahead of COP30.

Third, there must be a protection of natural
carbon sinks — the world’s forests, mangroves
and oceans. From the Amazon to the
Sundarbans, these ecosystems are the world’s
best allies in the �ght against climate change.

Fourth, there must be an empowerment of
non-state actors — local governments, businesses,
scientists, philanthropies and citizens — to
translate ambition into implementation. The
broad engagement that de�ned COP21 must now
deliver tangible results and have a real-world
impact that bene�ts everyone.

Fifth, science must be defended by supporting
the IPCC and �ghting climate disinformation.
Together with Brazil and other countries, France
is working to ensure that facts and science, not
fear, guide the global transition.

In perspective
The transformation initiated in Paris cannot be
reversed. It may face obstacles, but it is
unstoppable. Unstoppable because adaptation
has become a necessity, not a choice.
Unstoppable because industries are investing
irreversibly. Unstoppable because local
authorities are embedding sustainability into
standards and investments. Unstoppable because
multilateralism, despite challenges, will continue
to deliver if the world continues to believe in it.

A decade after Paris accord, an unstoppable transition
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The Paris
Agreement is an
example of
climate progress
and how
multilateralism
can work

Courts and a law college

The Madras High Court is
set to inaugurate criminal
courts and the o�ices
attached thereto are in the
very same premises where
the Dr. Ambedkar
Government Law College

can learn from the
proceedings of the court.

N.G.R. Prasad,
Chennai

a suitable place for it. The
powers that be have not
made any e�orts to ensure
that the Law College is
moved back to the city
where it was run for over
100 years in the heritage
building so that students

the First Division Bench of
then Chief Justice Sanjay
Gangapurwala and Justice
Bharatha Chakravarthy —
that the Government Law
College should be situated
within the city and that the
government should identify

college near the High Court.
That has been the practice
in Mumbai too.
In this context, what is more
relevant is that the Tamil
Nadu government has not
bothered to respect the
directions issued in 2024 by

was situated earlier. The
Law College has been
shifted to far-flung places
causing inconvenience and
hardship to students,
particularly girl students.
There are immense
advantages to having a law
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STATE OF PLAY

E
arly this month, the
19th death anniversary
of Kanshi Ram, the

founder of the Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP), turned into a
show of numerical strength
for party chief Mayawati. Tens
of thousands of supporters
trooped into Lucknow from
parts of Uttar Pradesh, and
many others came in from
Punjab, Haryana, Bihar and
Uttarakhand. It was di�cult to
ignore what was easily the
most massive of Ms. Mayawa-
ti’s rallies in almost a decade.

Her brother, Anand Kumar,
and nephew, Akash Anand,
stood with her and she spoke
uninterrupted for an hour.
Clearly still living under the
fear of the imaginary clout of a
diminished Congress in the
State, she railed against dynas-
tic politics. She ranted against
the Samajwadi Party (SP), ac-
cusing it of selective amnesia
when it came to the Dalits of
U.P. She was riled up by the
actions of upcoming Dalit
leader Chandrashekhar Azad
‘Ravan’ and dubbed him an
“opportunist”.

She was not all �re and
brimstone, however. When it
came to the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), particularly Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, she
was graciousness personi�ed,
thanking him for maintaining
the huge parks which were
built during her time as Chief
Minister (2007-12). She even
contrasted Mr. Adityanath’s
actions with those of Mr. Ya-
dav, painting the former large-
ly in positive hues. If she spoke
against the BJP, it was merely
perfunctory in nature. She al-
so launched into the same old
diatribe of ‘shadyantra (con-
spiracy theory)’ by her politi-

cal opponents against ‘Dalit ki
beti (daughter of Dalit)’. The
biggest BSP rally of recent
times was, in e�ect, old wine
in an old bottle.

The BSP chief wasted an
opportunity to start afresh.
This was a chance for Ms.
Mayawati to turn a new leaf
and talk of emerging issues in
the State and the country. She
chose instead to duck the is-
sue of the Special Intensive Re-
vision exercise in Bihar, and
steer clear of ‘bulldozer polit-
ics’, the row around the Pro-
phet’s birthday celebrations,
and the recent cruelties
against Dalits, particularly in
Raebareli. She made little at-
tempt to bring into focus un-
employment or in�ation, the
struggle of zari workers, the
carpet weavers, the lock ma-
nufacturers, the brassware
workers, the kite ‘manja’ pro-
ducers or even the closure of
primary schools in the State.
Or for that matter, custodial
deaths and encounter killings.

This was an opportunity
too to tell her supporters and
detractors alike that she was
not soft on Hindutva politics,
a perception that has gained
ground since 2014 as she has
repeatedly been hitting out at
the SP and Congress; the
former has been out of power
in the State since 2017, the lat-
ter has been in the Opposition
at the Centre for more than a
decade. All along, she has
shied away from asking ques-
tions of the BJP, which is in
power both at the State and

the Centre. It did not change a
bit in Lucknow. She still paint-
ed the Opposition in not-so-fa-
vourable colours.

Worse, after speaking out
against dynastic politics, Ms.
Mayawati happily, even bra-
zenly, anointed her nephew as
heir apparent, asking the
masses to show him the same
love they once showered on
her. Little did she realise that
Mr. Anand is a successor to a
kingdom which has long since
ceased to exist. The party has
no member in the Lok Sabha
today and merely one in the
403-member U.P. Vidhan Sab-
ha. For the supremo of a party
that does not matter in Delhi,
Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, and
Bihar, she was being unrealis-
tic. For comparison, the Su-
heldev Bharatiya Samaj Party
and the Nishad Party have six
members each in the Assemb-
ly. With their dedicated
though niche followers, they
stay relevant.

Not so Ms. Mayawati. Once
the most formidable voice of
Jatavs and other marginalised
groups, today she has ceded
ground to Mr. Azad who is not
only drawing under an um-
brella the Scheduled Caste
and Muslim voters, but also
believes in boots-on-the-
ground politics. Wherever
there is an incident of cruelty
towards Dalits or Muslims, he
stands shoulder to shoulder
with them. Mr. Anand is not to
be found there. Worse, nobo-
dy questions his absence. That
is a sign of irrelevance.

Indeed, the Lucknow rally,
which was supposed to be a
political renaissance of Ms.
Mayawati, ended as an un-
heeded call for reformation.
Mayawati-2025 is like a broken
record. In Lucknow, she had
the stage and a huge audience
too. Yet she �u�ed her lines.
In the soap opera of U.P. polit-
ics, there may not many re-
takes available.

For Mayawati, a wasted opportunity
Her Lucknow rally was, in e�ect, old wine in an old bottle

Ziya Us Salam
ziya.salam@thehindu.co.in
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London, Oct. 29: Extremist action by an
assortment of political crusaders has in the past
decade transformed the lifestyles of hundreds of
foreign diplomats accredited to the Court of St.
James’s in London. In the wake of murders,
kidnappings and bomb attacks around the
world, most envoys, and especially those with
sensitive missions, live in peril even in London.

Some, like the Israelis, work in buildings
forti�ed by barbed-wire entanglements behind
electronically controlled sets of steel doors,
�oodlit at night, guarded round-the-clock by a
posse of armed police. Others, including the
Russians, Arabs and Israelis, have installed
special alarm circuits which link them with the
nearest police station in case of sudden attack.
Certain key ambassadors, notably Mr. Elliot
Richardson of the U.S., never move out of their
o�ces or homes without an armed bodyguard
or secret serviceman on hand. And virtually,
every sizable foreign diplomatic mission here
reinforces the protection given to it by the
British authorities with its own internal security
o�cers who invariably are armed.

The overworked British security services in
the past few years have suspected that one
terrorist group may sometimes link up with
another. There is said to be some evidences in
police dossiers, for example, that the militant
provisional wing of the Irish Republican Army
(IRA) has at times worked with the Palestine
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 

A consequence of the ever-rising peril for
foreign envoys was a British police decision last
year to form a ‘diplomatic protection unit’
within its special branch. The unit consists
mainly of uniformed men in �ying motorcycle
or automobile squads who rush to the scene
upon receipt of an alarm signal from any given
embassy. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 30, 1975

‘Terrorised’ diplomats
change their life styles

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

London, Oct. 29: The list has been closed for the
issue of 1,400,000 Allied Sumatra Plantations
Limited, pound sterling shares at 21 shillings a
share. The Company’s property will consist of
47,973 acres on the East Coast of Sumatra
including 26,190 planted acres, of which 10,970
will be planted with rubber only, and remainder
with rubber, tea, co�ee and coconut and oil
palms.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 30, 1925

New plantations in Sumatra

I
n Mumbai for India
Maritime Week 2025, I
witnessed the buzz of a
global industry that has

con�dently set sail towards a
secure, sustainable, and equitable
future. Norway has built up a
comprehensive maritime cluster
of ship designers, equipment
manufacturers, shipyards,
shipping companies, �nancial and
insurance institutions, and
shipbrokers. Representing the
country at an event of this scale
that covers every link of the
maritime value chain is a privilege
rife with possibilities.

Charting a common course
For both Norway and India,
oceans and coastlines are natural
assets. Oceans connect our
economies and our people and are
at the heart of our bilateral
partnership. India plays a vital role
in global shipping. It is not only a
hub for trade, shipbuilding and
ship recycling, but also o�ers
technological and digital capacity.

The entry into force of the
India-EFTA Trade and Economic
Partnership Agreement (TEPA) on
October 1 provides a major boost
to the India-Norway partnership.
Stronger maritime collaboration is
a natural and strategic
complement to these shared
ambitions. Norwegian Prime
Minister Jonas Gahr Støre looks
forward to welcoming Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to Oslo for
the 3rd India-Nordic Summit
where we will continue the
dialogue on ocean cooperation,
among other priorities.

In 2019, both countries came
together to establish a formal
ocean dialogue and an
India-Norway Task Force on Blue
Economy to focus on sustainable
ocean management, mitigation of
marine pollution, and green
shipping. At Norway’s �agship
maritime event Nor-Shipping held
in Oslo this summer, India made a
splash with its �rst-ever India
Pavilion, led by the Minister of
Ports, Shipping and Waterways
Sarbananda Sonowal. India’s
participation left a lasting

impression with conversations
around sustainable growth, green
shipping corridors, shipbuilding,
digital maritime solutions and
leveraging India’s workforce and
investment opportunities.

Maritime partners Norway and
India have much to contribute to
each other, a fact well illustrated
by the number of Norwegian
companies present in Mumbai for
the India Maritime Week. During
the event, o�cials from Norway’s
Ministry of Trade, Industry and
Fisheries and the Indian Ministry
of Ports, Shipping and Waterways
met for the 10th Joint Working
Group Maritime, discussing green
shipping, maritime training and
security as well as ship recycling.

As the global shipbuilding
market reaches capacity, India’s
rapidly growing position as a
builder of the global �eet presents
exciting opportunities for
partnership. Already, about 10% of
ships ordered by members of the
Norwegian Shipowners’
Association are built in India.
Norwegian shipowners have
longstanding relationships with
Indian yards such as Cochin
Shipyard, which recently secured
14 vessel orders from Norway’s
Wilson ASA. This is a testament to
the trust and quality that Indian
yards deliver. India has also been
an excellent partner in the
development of environmentally
sound and safe ship recycling.

Aiming for a sea change
Norway sees India as a key partner
on the journey to a sustainable
blue economy. Guided by the
principle that environmental
responsibility and economic
growth must go hand in hand,
Norway ambitiously aims to
reduce emissions from domestic
shipping and �sheries by 50% by
2030 compared to 2005 levels.

Our approach to green shipping
combines targeted domestic
action with strong international
engagement. We support stricter
international regulations to cut
climate gas emissions from
shipping, helping build a global
market for low- and zero-emission

solutions. We strongly supported
the adoption of the International
Maritime Organization’s Net-Zero
Framework, even though
consensus has not yet been
reached. Over the next year, it is
extremely important for member
states to unite to ensure this
framework becomes a reality.

The green transition in Norway
is the result of collaboration
between the government,
industry, and research
institutions. Our maritime sector
is exploring new fuels such as
ammonia and hydrogen, and
Norway has been among the �rst
countries to launch autonomous
and fully electric vessels, including
the Yara Birkeland, the world’s
�rst zero-emission, autonomous
container ship, and ASKO ferries.

Norway is committed to
advancing women’s participation
in the maritime industry. I was
pleased to be part of the
constructive dialogue on gender
equality and inclusion at the
Maritime SheEO Conference, an
initiative that Norway has
supported since its inception in
2019. It was deeply inspiring to
meet Indian women seafarers,
cadets, and captains who are
shaping the industry’s future.

Indian seafarers are the second
largest nationality working aboard
Norwegian-controlled vessels.
With TEPA, Norway and India
have agreed to facilitate on-board
training opportunities for our
respective seafarers. Even though
women are a minority in maritime
professions globally, our two
countries can make this industry
more inclusive and future-ready
by sharing best practices.

The Maritime India Vision 2030
and Amrit Kaal 2047 show India’s
forward-looking maritime strategy
and align with Norway’s vision for
sustainable ocean management.
Unarguably, this has been one of
the biggest years for the maritime
partnership between Norway and
India. As major ocean nations, we
face common challenges, and with
them, a shared responsibility to
think globally and act for the
bene�t of all.

Norway and India: Green maritime partners

Marianne
Sivertsen Naess

Norway’s Minister of

Fisheries and Ocean

Policy

As major ocean
nations, Norway
and India face
common
challenges, and
with them, a
shared
responsibility to
think globally
and act for the
bene�t of all

A
ccording to a Pew survey
covering 25 countries, In-
dians have the lowest

awareness about Arti�cial Intelli-
gence (AI). The survey found that
about 14% of Indians have heard of
or read a lot about AI; and another
32% have read a little about it. To-
gether, this share (46%) is the low-
est among the countries surveyed. 

Chart 1 shows the share of peo-
ple who have heard of or read a lot
or little about AI. At 46%, India’s
share is well below the 25-country
median of 81%. 

Although AI is a new technology
that young adults are generally ex-
pected to know more about, only
19% of Indians aged 18-34 said they
have heard of or read a lot about
AI. This is the second lowest share
in that age group among the 25
countries surveyed (Chart 2).

Consequently, Indians are also
among the least concerned about
the increasing use of AI in daily
life. Close to 19% of them said the
increasing use of AI in daily life
makes them more concerned than
excited. This share is one of the
lowest among the countries sur-
veyed (Chart 3).

Nearly 90% of Indians also said
they trust that their country will
regulate the use of AI e�ectively.
This share is the highest among all
the countries surveyed, and by a
signi�cant margin (Chart 4).

Wealthier countries tend to
have a higher share of people who
have heard a lot about AI. Around
half the adults in Japan, Germany,
France, and the U.S. said they have
heard a lot about AI, compared to
the 14% in India and 12% in Kenya.
Chart 5 plots the share of people
who said they have heard of or
read a lot about AI against the GDP
per capita of the countries. 

Charts 1, 2, 3, and 4 display data
for only selected countries out of
the 25 surveyed, while Chart 5 in-
cludes �gures for all countries.

According to a survey of 25 countries, Indians are least aware of AI 

Despite low awareness, Indians expressed the most con�dence in government regulation

The Hindu Data Team

DATA POINT
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The cross-border cyber fraud hubs have become a
major issue for the Thai Prime Minister, who said
shutting down these hubs is a national security
priority for Thailand. In a meeting of the National
Steering Committee on the Prevention and Sup-
pression of Technology-related Crimes held in
Bangkok on October 20, Mr. Charnvirakul de-
scribed the cross-border online scam industry as a
threat to Thailand’s economic stability.

The Myanmar military has been carrying out
repeated raids against the KK Park cyber crime
hub, prompting around 1,500 people of multiple
nationalities to cross into Thailand over the past
week. A large number of cyber fraud out�ts have
set up bases along the Myanmar-Thailand border
and in the Cambodia-Laos region, taking advan-
tage of the civil con�ict in Myanmar and lax local
laws. Many of them are known to use U.S. billio-
naire Elon Musk’s Starlink satellite network to by-
pass local authorities. 

Fake job o�ers trap Indians
Earlier this year,the Indian Air Force carried out
an airlift operation repatriating 283 Indians who
had been “lured to various southeast Asian coun-
tries, including Myanmar with fake job o�ers”, ac-
cording to the MEA. 

500 Indians in Thailand
will be repatriated 

From Page One

The Minister has returned from a three-nation
tour over the last week or so, having visited Gene-
va for the 16th session of the United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD),
Berlin for the Berlin Global Dialogues, and Brus-
sels to “further our negotiations with the Euro-
pean Union” for an FTA.

He further said that, on an increasing number
of issues, the two teams are moving towards con-
vergence. The team from the EU is set to visit New
Delhi next week for the next round of negotia-
tions, and Mr. Sefcovic will visit the capital at the
end of November or in December, the Minister
said.

On the question of whether negotiations on the
FTA with the EU would be completed by the end
of the calendar year, a target set by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President of the European
Commission Ursula von der Leyen in February,
Mr. Goyal said that the priority was a “good deal”
rather than meeting deadlines.

‘FTA talks with EU
crossed halfway mark’ 

It accused Israel of “a blatant violation of the cea-
se�re deal”. Hamas also said it would delay hand-
ing over the body of another hostage to Israel be-
cause of the strikes.

U.S. President Donald Trump, on a trip to Asia,
defended the strikes, saying Israel was justi�ed in
carrying them out after Hamas killed the Israeli
soldier, who also held U.S. citizenship.

Mr. Netanyahu on Monday called the return of
body parts a “clear violation” of the cease�re
agreement, which requires Hamas to return all
the remains of hostages in Gaza as soon as
possible.

Israel’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson Oren
Marmorstein said Washington the strikes were
carried out in full coordination with the U.S.

Hamas replied in kind on Wednesday, saying
the Israeli strikes reveal “a clear Israeli intention
to undermine the cease�re agreement and im-
pose new realities by force.” The group also said in
a statement that the U.S. is o�ering Mr. Netanyahu
a “political cover” to carry on with its aggression
in Gaza. Hamas has said it is struggling to locate
the bodies of the hostages amid the vast destruc-
tion in Gaza, while Israel has accused the militant
group of purposely delaying their return.

Israel resumes cease�re
after strikes kill 104 

T
he progress in In-
dia’s maritime do-
main has been his-

toric and the capability of
major ports has doubled,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Wednesday.

“Cargo movement has
increased 700% in inland
areas. Today, India’s ports
are considered among the
best in the developing
world,” he added.

Mr. Modi was speaking
at the Maritime Leaders’
Conclave held at the NES-
CO Ground to mark ‘India
Maritime Week’.

“When the global seas
are rough, the world looks
for a steady lighthouse. In-
dia can play that role very
strongly. Amid global ten-
sions, India represents au-
tonomy and inclusive
growth,” Mr. Modi said,
hinting at the prevailing
global trade headwinds.

During the event, Mr.
Modi launched initiatives
worth ₹2.2 lakh crore for
the shipping and ship-
building sectors, including
acquisition of 437 vessels.

Several memoranda of un-
derstanding (MoUs) for
port-led industrialisation,
sustainability, and ship-
building, among others,
were signed.

Sign of con�dence
“In 2016, the maiden India
Maritime Week was held in
Mumbai. Today, it has be-
come a global summit.
Eighty-�ve countries parti-
cipate in it today. This itself
sends a very big message,”
Mr. Modi said. 

“The MoUs signed here
show the con�dence of the

world in India’s maritime
capabilities.”

“This [2025] is a crucial
year for the country’s mar-
itime capabilities. The Viz-
hinjam deep water transit
hub has been operational.
It is a matter of pride for
every Indian. Kandla port
and the Jawaharlal Nehru
Port Trust ( JNPT) have
shown great capabilities.
The JNPT’s handling capa-
bility has doubled, making
it India’s biggest container
port,” he added.

Speaking about reforms
undertaken by the govern-

ment to improve shipping
and port e�ciency and sa-
fety, Mr. Modi said, “We
are taking big steps. Mod-
ern and futuristic laws
have been implemented
and old laws scrapped.
They strengthen sustaina-
bility and enhance digitisa-
tion in ports. The safety of
our ports has increased
and ease of business has
improved.”

Logistics performance
Praising logistics perfor-
mance of Indian ports, Mr.
Modi said, “In the Logistics
Performance Index of the
World Bank, India had per-
formed better.”

“Shipbuilding is our top
priority too. India is mak-
ing great strides in ship-
building,” he said, adding,
“New alternatives for �-
nance and easy credit will
be o�ered.”

“We welcome your
ideas, innovation and in-
vestment. Public-Private
Partnerships [PPP] have
been increasing. We are
giving incentives to States
to attract investment,” he
told the attendees at the
conclave.

Indian maritime sector has
seen historic progress: Modi

Narendra Modi at an exhibition during the Maritime Leaders’

Conclave at the India Maritime Week event in Mumbai. PTI

PM launches initiatives worth ₹2.2 lakh crore for shipping and shipbuilding sectors at Maritime

Leaders’ Conclave; amid global tensions, India represents autonomy and inclusive growth, he says

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI The Indian and Chinese

militaries held a fresh
round of high-level talks
aimed at maintaining
peace and security along
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in eastern Ladakh.

It was the �rst such inte-
raction between the two
militaries after the Special
Representatives’ talks in
August between National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval
and Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi.

According to the Minis-
try of External A�airs
(MEA), the 23rd round of In-
dia-China Corps Comman-
der-level meeting was held
on October 25 at the
Chushul-Moldo border
meeting point. 

This was the �rst meet-
ing of the General Level
Mechanism in the Western
Sector since the 24th round
of Special Representatives’
talks held on August 19.
The discussions, the Minis-
try said, were held in a
“friendly and cordial
atmosphere”.

The Ministry added that
both sides had reviewed
the progress since the 22nd

round of Corps Comman-
der-level Meeting held in
October 2024 and shared
the view that peace and
tranquillity have been
maintained in the border
areas. The two sides
agreed to continue using
existing mechanisms to re-
solve any issues on the
ground and to maintain
stability along the LAC.

The Chinese Ministry of
National Defence also con-
�rmed the talks, stating
that “the two sides en-
gaged in active and in-
depth communication on
the management of the
western section of the Chi-
na-India border”.

The latest round of talks
comes amid ongoing ef-
forts by both nations to
sustain dialogue and pre-
vent incidents along the
contested frontier, where
disengagement e�orts
have been under way since
2020.

India, China hold
fresh round of talks
on border peace 

It was the �rst such
interaction between
the two militaries
after the Special
Representatives’ 
talks in August 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Wednesday took a
sortie in a Rafale �ghter jet
from the Indian Air Force
Station in Ambala, and de-
scribed the experience as
“unforgettable”, and one
that instilled a “renewed
sense of pride” in India’s
defence capabilities.

Ms. Murmu made histo-
ry as she became the �rst
President of India to �y in
two di�erent �ghter air-
craft of the Indian Air
Force. Previously, she un-
dertook a sortie in a Sukhoi
30 MKI, in April 2023, from
Tezpur in Assam.

Donning a G-suit and
sporting sunglasses, Ms.
Murmu, who is also the
Commander-in-Chief of
the Indian armed forces,
was seen posing for pic-
tures and �ashing a
thumbs-up gesture before
the French-made jet, �own
by Group Captain Amit Ge-
hani, Commanding O�cer

of the 17 Squadron, took o�
at 11.27 a.m. The sortie last-
ed approximately 30 mi-
nutes, covering about 200
km. The aircraft reached a
height of about 15,000 feet
above sea level, and a
speed of approximately
700 kmph, according to a
statement from the Presi-
dent’s o�ce.

Upon landing, the Presi-
dent shared her delight in
the visitor’s book. “The
sortie on Rafale is an unfor-
gettable experience for
me. This �rst �ight on the
potent Rafale aircraft has

instilled in me a renewed
sense of pride in the na-
tion’s defence capabilities.
I congratulate the Indian
Air Force,” she wrote. 

Air Chief Marshal A.P.
Singh also �ew a sortie in a
separate aircraft from the
same air base.

Upon arrival in Ambala,
the President was accord-
ed a ceremonial guard of
honour. Prior to the �ight,
Ms. Murmu was pictured
with Squadron Leader Shi-
vangi Singh, the country’s
�rst woman Rafale �ghter
jet pilot.

President takes sortie in
Rafale �ghter jet, calls it
‘unforgettable experience’ 
Press Trust of India 
AMBALA (HARYANA)

Flying high: President Droupadi Murmu before taking a sortie in a

Rafale fighter jet in Ambala on Wednesday. ANI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday allowed Gitan-
jali J. Angmo to launch a
keener challenge against
the Centre for detaining
her husband and climate
activist Sonam Wangchuk
under the National Securi-
ty Act.

In her application seek-
ing amendment of her ear-
lier petition, Ms. Angmo al-
leged that the Union Home
Ministry had nursed
“strong reservations”
about Mr. Wangchuk’s in-
clusion in the High-Po-
wered Committee delega-
tion of the Leh Apex Body
and Kargil Democratic Al-
liance formed to hold talks
with the government on
the issues of Statehood and
Sixth Schedule safeguards
for Ladakh.

She denied that Mr.
Wangchuk used the plat-
form of protest to target
the government, noting
that “such allegations sur-

faced for the �rst time only
in the last two months, Au-
gust and September 2025,
which immediately result-
ed in notices and actions
against his institutions, in-
cluding cancellation of
land leases, CBI investiga-
tion, FCRA cancellation,
Income Tax summons, and
other proceedings”.

Ms. Angmo accused the
detaining authority of
“malicious intent”, point-
ing out that state action be-
gan suddenly just two
months before the Ladakh
Autonomous Hill Develop-

ment Council, Leh, elec-
tions, scheduled for Octob-
er 2025 and at a time when
Mr. Wangchuk publicly
raised the issue of ful�lling
the Sixth Schedule promis-
es made during the 2020
elections.

Mr. Wangchuk was de-
tained on September 26
under the NSA following
violent protests on Sep-
tember 24 in Leh. He was
shifted to the Jodhpur Cen-
tral Jail in Rajasthan.

“The brazen allegation
that Mr. Sonam Wangchuk
has acted as chief provoca-
teur in the violent protest
that took place on 24 Sep-
tember 2025 is false, mali-
cious and fabricated and
entirely contrary to the
material on record… On
the contrary, Mr. Sonam
Wangchuk has made signif-
icant contributions in sup-
port of national security
and the Armed Forces,”
Ms. Angmo said.

The court scheduled the
case to hear the Centre’s
response on November 24.

Top court allows Angmo to
launch a keener challenge
to Wangchuk’s detention
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Gitanjali J. Angmo

The Narsapuram coast, where the landfall hap-
pened, saw no major damage. West Godavari Col-
lector Chadalavada Nagarani said: “The Narsapu-
ram coast did not witness any major loss.
However, 268 trees, mostly coconut, collapsed.
Nearly 100 more trees are believed to have
uprooted. The National Disaster Response Force
personnel are removing those trees from the
roads”.

However, Uppadareported heavy losses. As ma-
ny as 61 houses were damaged. Kakinada Collec-
tor S. Shan Mohan said: “No human loss has been
reported along the Kakinada coast. Crops on more
than 5,500 acres have been damaged and 51 km of
roads have also been damaged”.

At the Kumbabhishekam �sh landing point
near Kakinada Deepsea port, Gaddepalli Sairam,
a �sherman hailing from Dummulapeta is feared
to have drowned in the sea. The NDRF personnel
have intensi�ed the search.

Two districts, SPSR Nellore and Prakasam, re-
ceived extremely heavy rainfall. In total, 27 sta-
tions in the State, most of them in Prakasam, SPSR
Nellore, and Bapatla, recorded 10 cm and more
during the 24-hour period ending at 8.30 a.m. on
Wednesday.

Cyclone Montha leaves 
2 dead, �attens crops 

With teenagers facing in-
creasing pressure in school
and competitive exams,
during comparison with
peers and due to online in-
�uences, many of them
struggle with stress and
low self-esteem.

MiTran Global’s Impart-
ing Positivity Camp o�ers a
two-day online pro-
gramme for those aged 11–
17, blending academic skills
with emotional resilience.
The Hindu in School is the
media partner.

The camp will o�er
three signature modules: I
Love Exams, Accelerated
Learning Methodology and
Positive Mind Mastery.
There will be a graduation
ceremony and one-on-one

coaching. Every student
will receive a workbook
and a certi�cate.

To register, log on to
hub.mitranglobal.com/
services/ipc. The camp will
be held on November 1 and
2 between 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
or 2.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
Entries are limited to 25
students per
slot. The fee
is ₹1,999. 

For more
details, call
74832 59966.

2-day online camp
o�ers positivity skill
training for teens
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI India and Japan would like

to open a “golden chapter”
in their ties, said Japan’s
Prime Minister Sanae Ta-
kaichi, who held her �rst
conversation with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday, a week after
she took o�ce. The con-
versation, which lasted
about 25 minutes, focused
on the Quad, economic
and defence cooperation,
and the mobility of profes-
sionals, both sides said.

In a post, Mr. Modi said
he had discussed their
“shared vision for advanc-
ing the India-Japan Special
Strategic and Global Part-
nership, indicating India
and Japan will move for-
ward with the initiatives
and agreements signed
during Mr. Modi’s visit to

Japan in August. Mr. Modi
had then met with Ms. Ta-
kaichi’s predecessor Shige-
ru Ishiba, who subsequent-
ly had to resign from o�ce.

The Japanese Prime Mi-
nister’s o�ce said that Ms.
Takaichi stated that India
and Japan share “funda-
mental values and strategic
interests”.

“Japan intends to conti-
nue to work together to-
ward realizing a Free and
Open Indo-Paci�c, includ-
ing through Japan-Austra-

lia-India-U.S.,” it said in
statement, adding that Ja-
pan will continue its coop-
eration with India on se-
curity, economy,
investment, innovation,
and people-to-people ex-
changes. In a post respond-
ing to Mr. Modi on social
media, Ms. Takaichi said
that she would like to open
a “new golden chapter in
the Japan-India Special
Strategic and Global Part-
nership”, along with Mr.
Modi.

The new Japanese
Prime Minister has met
many of her Asian and In-
do-Paci�c counterparts al-
ready, as she attended the
ASEAN summit in Kuala
Lumpur last week, that Mr.
Modi pulled out of. Ms. Ta-
kaichi will be in Gyeongju
in South Korea for the Asia
Paci�c Economic Coopera-
tion Summit on Thursday. 

When asked about
whether she will meet Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping,
who will hold a summit
with U.S. President Donald
Trump on Thursday morn-
ing, Chief Cabinet Secre-
tary Minoru Kihara said
that her schedule is still be-
ing �nalised.

The conversation bet-
ween the two Prime Minis-
ters came a day after Mr.
Trump’s visit to Japan,
when Ms. Takaichi had al-
so referenced the Quad. 

Japan’s new PM calls Modi, discusses
Quad, economic and security issues
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI
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BIHAR ASSEMBLY ELECTION

Our approach
is centred

around solutions to the
issues that matter to the
people. Those solutions
form our manifesto...
and our vision for Bihar

KRISHNA ALLAVARU
Congress Bihar in-charge

The people of
Bihar have to

decide if they want a
factory made here or in
other States. Lalu and
Nitish are the root of all
troubles in Bihar

PRASHANT KISHOR
Jan Suraaj Party founder

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Wednesday criti-
cised Pakistan for failing to
mend its ways, and said a
“sizeable number of mili-
tants have been neutral-
ised during Operation
Sindoor”.

“You have seen how
even after our surgical
strikes they did not learn
their lessons. Terrorists
from Pakistan targeted In-
dian citizens, tourists who
had simply gone there [Pa-
halgam] to enjoy the beau-
ty of Kashmir and they
were killed after being
asked about their religion,”
Mr. Singh said at a public
meeting in Darbhanga in
poll-bound Bihar. 

Mr. Singh said India did
not believe in the “politics
of division”. 

“We do not do politics
based on caste or reli-
gion… our politics is based
on justice and humanity,”
he said, adding that India’s
response to the Pahalgam
attack was both decisive
and moral. 

“When we launched Op-
eration Sindoor, our goal

was clear, to target terro-
rist camps across the bor-
der. They killed our people
after asking their religion,
we targeted only those res-
ponsible for terror,” he
said. 

“India considers the
whole world as one family
believing in the mantra Va-
sudhaiva Kutumbakam...
Our sages never taught us
hatred rather they taught
compassion,” he added.

Mr. Singh praised Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
for “restoring India’s pride
and stature on the global
stage”.

He also credited Mr. Mo-
di for granting “constitu-
tional status” to the OBC
(Other Backward Classes)
Commission, and accused
the Opposition Mahagat-
bandhan (Grand Alliance)
in Bihar of “misleading pe-
ople with unrealistic
promises”.

“It was Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and not Ra-
hul Gandhi who gave con-
stitutional status to OBC
commission. BJP-led go-
vernment has always res-
pected the Backward Class-
es through solid action
rather than mere rhetoric.” 

He claimed that ₹15 lakh
crore had been allocated
for the all-round develop-
ment of Bihar in the past 11
years under the Narendra
Modi government.

Recalling how Mr. Modi
transferred money directly
to the bank accounts of wo-
men and farmers of the
country, he said, “When
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi transferred money
directly into women’s bank
accounts, did he ever ask if

she was a Hindu or Mus-
lim? Similarly, when assis-
tance was given to farmers,
did he see their religion?”

“No, every Indian bene-
�ted, and this is the spirit
of this nation,” he said. 

Slamming the Rashtriya
Janata Dal, the senior BJP
leader said the Opposition
party “has defamed Bihar
across world through its
past record of corruption
and misgovernance”. 

He said the Opposition’s
election promise of provid-
ing a government job to ev-
ery household was “un-
realistic and misleading”. 

“RJD has made unrealis-
tic promise of providing
government job to each
household in Bihar. This is
not practical governance
rather, it’s a politics of de-
ception,” he said.

“Issues in this Assembly
election in Bihar is clear:
whether the State will be
taken back to the jungle raj
days or it will remain on
the path of development,”
he said, announcing that
the National Democratic
Alliance would release its
manifesto on October 30
and “implement every sin-
gle word in it”. 

Amarnath Tewary
PATNA

RJD has defamed Bihar across world
through misgovernance, says Rajnath 

Rajnath Singh

In Darbhanga,
Minister speaks of
Operation Sindoor,
constitutional status
to OBC commission

A story with a rocky start
found an “unexpectedly”
happy ending in Bihar. It
began on August 27, when
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi was in Darbhanga
during his 14-day ‘Voter
Adhikar Yatra’ in Bihar, at
which time his party col-
leagues organised a motor-
cycle rally to neighbouring
Muza�arpur, 52 km away. 

Mr. Gandhi’s security
personnel, after having tea
at Maa Durga Line Hotel on
National Highway 27, alleg-
edly took the four-year old
motorcyle of Suman Sau-
rabh, 21, the owner of the
hotel. The two-wheeler
was never returned, send-
ing Mr. Saurabh on a des-
perate hunt for the vehicle.
“My lifeline was suddenly
snapped,” Mr. Saurabh
said, recalling how he
knocked on all possible
doors to no avail. 

Three days later, he re-
ceived a call from Chhattis-
garh Congress MLA Deven-
dra Yadav. “He asked me to

come to Patna by 7 a.m. on
September 1 to take the
keys of a new motorcycle
from Rahul Gandhi-ji,” Mr.
Saurabh said. 

He, along with his father
and others reached Patna
on time, where Mr. Gandhi
met him and handed over
the keys to a new Bajaj Pul-
sar, which he collected
from a store in the Boring
Road area. “I was thrilled
as something unexpected
and unprecedented had
happened. I am thankful to
Rahul Gandhi-ji for under-
standing my concern. The
bike costs more than ₹1.5
lakh, which is a big sum for
me,” he said

Amid poll fever, a
missing motorcycle
and a happy ending

Suman Saurabh  with the

motorcyle received from Rahul

Gandhi. AMARNATH TEWARY 

Amarnath Tewary
DARBHANGA

M
onths after completing his tenure as
the Jawaharlal Nehru University
Students’ Union ( JNUSU) president,

Dhananjay says his tenure, combined with his
experience as a migrant student in Delhi, has
brought him where he is today: contesting
the Bihar Assembly election. 

Originally from Gaya, Mr. Dhananjay
became the �rst Dalit president of the JNUSU
in 27 years, and is now contesting from the
Bhorey (Scheduled Caste reserved)
constituency, which will go to the polls in
Phase 1 on November 6. 

Associated with the All India Students’
Union (AISA) since 2015, he is contesting from
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist) Liberation, a constituent of
the Grand Alliance in Bihar. Mr. Dhananjay is
up against Sunil Kumar from the Janata
Dal(U), to whom the party had narrowly lost
this seat in the previous election by 462 votes.

While his journey into politics is heavily
rooted in student politics, he does not
con�ate the two but addresses the
similarities: “The people for whom I am in
politics today, their children study in JNU.
The issues in JNU were linked to what is
happening back at home. On one hand, in
JNU, we raise our voice for national and
international issues. Here, there is class and
caste, people struggling for two rotis…” 

In 2024, he was elected JNUSU president.
Whether it was understanding students’
problems and addressing their issues —
ranging from mosquito infestations to the
need for sanitary napkin-vending machines —
he says he learnt how to address people’s
issues. 

Back in school, he would read newspapers
and discuss issues with friends, but did not
know much about the right or the left. When
he came to the Delhi University (DU), he
became associated with the AISA’s �ght
against the implementation of the Four-Year
Undergraduate Programme (FYUP). He did
his Bachelor’s degree in DU, MA from
Ambedkar University, Delhi, M.Phil. and now
Ph.D. from the School of Arts and Aesthetics
of the JNU.

His experience as a student was what
eventually pulled him in: “As migrant
students, the situation at home might not be
great, we didn’t speak good English and we
were left behind in many aspects, be it social,
economic or cultural. We wanted to speak up
but hesitated due to our class and caste
status.” He added that the AISA represented
such students, which is what connected him
to the organisation. 

He is currently pursuing his Ph.D. thesis on
Mushaira as a performance art, where he
explores the idea of secularism in Mushaira
and how it is changing under the current
political scenario. 

Domicile policy 
While student issues feature in his campaign,
there are other issues which he wants to
address if elected. Speaking about the
domicile policy in school teachers’
appointment, which will give priority to
youth who have studied in the State, he says,
“What about those people who did not study
here because of the bad state of education,
like myself. Will they not get jobs?” 

Other issues he wants to address include
debt relief up to ₹2 lakh for women who have
taken loans from micro�nance institutions,
and compensation for farmers whose crops
have been damaged due to natural disasters.

His father is a retired policeman and his
mother a homemaker. As JNUSU president,
he worked for revoking a manual that
imposes strict �nes on students for
protesting, among other issues. 

Fresh from
campus politics,
Dhananjay gets
into the big ring

Dhananjay has been associated with the AISA since

2015 and is contesting on CPI(ML) Liberation ticket. 

Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

C
ongress and BJP
leaders �ung in-
sults at each other

in poll-bound Bihar on
Wednesday in a busy day
of campaigning for politi-
cal bigwigs, a week ahead
of the �rst phase of voting.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi kicked o� his elec-
tion campaign in Muza�ar-
pur, where he accused the
BJP of “remote-controlling
the Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar-led government in
Bihar”.

At a rally in Darbhanga,
senior BJP leader and Un-
ion Home Minister Amit
Shah asserted that there
was “no vacancy for either
the PM or CM post” for Ra-
hul Gandhi or Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal leader Tejashwi
Yadav. In Siwan, Uttar Pra-
desh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath mocked Osama
Shahab, the RJD candidate
from Raghunathpur, say-
ing that he was “as good as
his name”.

Over Nitish’s leadership
Addressing a public meet-
ing amid intermittent rain
in Muza�arpur, Mr. Gandhi
pitted the Chief Minister
and his Janata Dal (United)
party against their main al-
lies in the ruling NDA. 

“Nitish Kumar’s face is
being used while the re-
mote control lies in the
hands of the BJP,” he said,
sharing the stage with Mr.
Yadav, the Chief Ministerial
candidate of the Opposi-

tion INDIA bloc. “You
should not think the voice
of even most Backward
Class people is heard here.
In fact, three-four people
control the government
through remote. The BJP
controls it... Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar’s leadership
is only a façade as the real
power lies in the hands of
the BJP,” he added.

The Congress leader
claimed that the ruling
NDA has no “commit-
ment” to social equality. 

He recalled how he had
once demanded a nation-
wide caste census from
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the Lok Sabha. 

“He did not say a single
word… The BJP is against
social justice, they do not
want it,” he said. However,
the Union government la-
ter decided to count the
population by caste during
the next Census.

Despite two decades of
a Nitish Kumar-led govern-
ment, “the people of Bihar

have been denied pro-
gress”, Mr. Gandhi said. 

“Biharis have no future
in Bihar and this is your
truth,” he added. 

“Nitish Kumar has failed
to deliver even on basic
needs. Tell me what he has
done on the fronts of
health, education, and em-
ployment in the State in
the last 20 years? Do you
want a State where you get
nothing?” he asked the
crowd before answering
the question himself. 

“We don’t want such a
Bihar. We want a Bihar
where there is health, edu-
cation, and employment.”

“Ek taraf natak Ambani,
Adani ka Hindustan Naren-
dra Modi ka, aur doosri ta-
raf Hindustan ki sacchayee:
ganda paani aur bimari
(On one side, there is the
drama of Ambani, Adani —
the country is of Narendra
Modi, while on the other
hand, there is the stark
reality of the country: dirty
water and disease),” the

Congress leader said. He
also promised a shift from
“made in China” to “made
in Bihar” products to boost
local employment and in-
dustry in the State. 

Di�erent narrative
It was a di�erent narrative
in the Alinagar constituen-
cy of north Bihar’s Darb-
hanga district, where Mr.
Shah accused the Opposi-
tion of indulging in dynas-
tic politics. “RJD chief Lalu
Prasad wants to make his
son Tejashwi Yadav the
Chief Minister of Bihar and
Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi wants her son Ra-
hul Gandhi to be the Prime
Minister but both the posts
of PM and CM are not va-
cant,” he said. 

Terming the Opposi-
tion’s Mahagatbandhan
(grand alliance) a “thug-
bandhan (alliance of
frauds)”, Mr. Shah accused
the RJD chief of being in-
volved in fodder, bitumen,
and land-for-job scams,

while the Congress was
embroiled in corruption
cases worth ₹12 lakh crore.

Referring to the Union
government’s 2022 ban
and arrest of members of
the Popular Front of India
(PFI), a radical out�t, Mr.
Shah asked the gathered
crowd: “Do you think the
RJD will let PFI members
remain in jail if they come
to power in Bihar?”

Welfare measures
He listed the NDA govern-
ment’s measures for the
welfare of Biharis. 

“The NDA government
provides free ration to 8.52
crore people in Bihar, con-
stituted a Makhana Board
here, and provides 125 un-
its of free electricity to
domestic consumers... An
airport and All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) have already been
built here, now Darbhanga
will soon get a metro rail
too,” he announced, call-
ing for louder applause. 

“The NDA government
gave o�cial status to
Maithili and the Constitu-
tion has been translated in-
to the language and a ₹500
crore centre is being con-
structed in the region to
conserve the rich manu-
scripts of Mithila. A temple
for Goddess Sita is also be-
ing constructed in the re-
gion and all the places she
had visited will be connect-
ed with the upcoming Ram
Circuit,” Mr. Shah added,
outlining e�orts to pro-
mote Bihari language, cul-
ture, and tourism.

‘As good as his name’
At another meeting at
Raghunathpur in Siwan,
the Uttar Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister slammed the RJD’s
candidature of Osama Sha-
hab, son of former Siwan
MP and strongman Mo-
hammad Shahabuddin. 

“His entry into the poll
fray is like the return of Ba-
bar and Aurangzeb,” he
quipped. 

“I was surprised at the
name of the candidate
when I entered into Raghu-
nathpur constituency. The
RJD has �elded a candidate
whose name is identical to
a person nationally and in-
ternationally known for his
criminal tendencies. Look
at the name Osama Sha-
hab, he is as good as his
name,” Mr. Adityanath
said. 

“It may suit parties like
the Congress, RJD, and Sa-
majwadi Party to bow be-
fore the ma�a, visit the
tomb of Babar and Aurang-
zeb to o�er prayers, but
this does not be�t a true In-
dian,” he added.

Nitish just a facade of BJP, says Rahul;
CM, PM posts not vacant for sons: Shah
Congress leader says BJP remote-controlling Nitish Kumar government in State; CM failed to provide basic needs of Biharis despite 20 years in

power, he adds; Home Minister calls Mahagatbandhan a thugbandhan; accuses RJD, Congress of being corrupt, promoting dynastic politics

IN FOCUS

Amarnath Tewary
PATNA

Star campaigners: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi interacts with people at Sakra in Muza�arpur on Wednesday; (right) Union Home Minister

Amit Shah lifts a mace during a public rally in Samastipur. ANI

The RJD in Bihar on

Wednesday expelled 10 of its

leaders, including an MLA who

is contesting the Assembly

election against the party’s

o�icial candidate after being

denied a nomination. RJD

State president Mangani Lal

Mandal said that Phate

Bahadur Singh, the MLA for

Dehri, and nine others had

been expelled for “anti-party

activities”. The list of expelled

leaders includes State vice-

president Satish Kumar and

former MLAs Gulam Jilani

Warsi and Reyazul Haq Raju.

This comes two days after the

expulsion of 27 leaders,

including two sitting MLAs

and five former legislators.

BJP IT cell head Amit Malviya

shared the latest list of

leaders expelled from the RJD

on X and said, “At this rate,

the party will soon be left

without any workers as well

as voters.” PTI

MLA among 10
expelled by RJD
for rebellion
�

Phate Bahadur Singh, the MLA

for Dehri, and nine others have

been expelled by the RJD.

Former Rajasthan Chief

Minister Ashok Gehlot on

Wednesday said that winning

the Bihar Assembly election

was crucial not only for the

Mahagatbandhan (Grand

Alliance) but also for the

country. He took a dig at

Janata Dal(U) chief Nitish

Kumar’s relationship with the

BJP in Bihar. He said, “...Nitish

Kumar changed alliances...

which tarnished his image. He

was once a prime ministerial

candidate, but today, even

the BJP isn’t consulting him

properly.” Mr. Gehlot, the

Congress observer for the

State, said, “The BJP, whether

it’s Amit Shah or any other

leader, keeps saying things

like ‘We will see who will

become the CM after the

elections.’ So, he was once

thinking about becoming the

PM, and now, whether he will

become the Chief Minister or

not... this is the situation.” PTI

‘Nitish’s CM post
unsure, BJP not
consulting him’
�

Senior CPI(M) leader Brinda

Karat said on Wednesday that

there was a huge internal

conflict among the NDA

partners in Bihar over the

Chief Minister’s face. The

people of Bihar had

understood that Nitish Kumar

would not become the next

CM, if the NDA wins the

elections, she said. PTI

Con�ict among
NDA allies over
CM face: Karat
�
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Nammazhvar in his Thiruvaimozhi uses the words varu
mazhai — the rain that comes in, said Akkarakkani Srinid-
hi in a discourse. What is this rain that comes into Maali-
runcholai? Explaining this verse in his commentary, Nam-
pillai says Maaliruncholai has two kinds of rain! One is the
benevolent Kallazhagar, the Lord of the kshetra. He is in
Maaliruncholai permanently. He is the eternal cloud that
gives, without moving away. But there are the regular
clouds, the ones we see everywhere. They come in, give us
rain and they move away.

When the Lord took Rama avatara, He showed His
fondness for Sabari, who belonged to a clan of hunters.
When Ramanuja had to be saved from Yadavaprakasa,
who was planning to kill him, Lord Varadaraja of Kanchi
and His Consort Perundevi took the form of hunters to
save Ramanuja. They left him near a well, from which he
took water to the Varadaraja temple every day. Thus they
showered their mercy on Ramanuja, and gave the world a
great Acharya. Just as Kallazhagar is a cloud that stays in
Thirumaliruncholai, Varadaraja and Perundevi are clouds
that remain forever in Kanchi, blessing devotees.

Ramanujacharya followed the Lord’s example. He too
was kindness personi�ed, prompting Thiruvarangatha-
mudanar to praise his mercy. Thiruvarangathamudanar
wrote Ramanuja Nootrandadi, extolling Ramanuja’s ad-
mirable qualities. In one verse he describes Ramanuja as
kaarei karunai Ramanuja — Ramanuja, who is like rain-la-
den clouds. Just as clouds give without expecting anything
in return, so did the Acharya give generously of his know-
ledge, justifying the comparison to clouds. 

Like rain-laden clouds

FAITH
�

Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday spoke to the family of a
28-year-old woman doctor from Maharashtra’s
Satara district, who allegedly died by suicide
after sexual assault and harassment. He assured
them of full support in their �ght for justice. The
conversation was facilitated by Maharashtra
Congress president Harshwardhan Sapkal, who
visited the family in Kavadgaon village in Beed
district. Indian Youth Congress president Uday
Bhanu also joined the interaction.Mr. Gandhi
reportedly told the parents that Congress stands
�rmly with them and justice will be ensured at
any cost. 

Rahul promises support to
family of deceased doctor 

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Dr. X)

Solve this puzzle online and 

access more puzzles at

https://crossword.thehindu.com

Across

1 Police o�icer arrests primarily unscrupulous locksmith? (8)

5 Old type of firework essentially ignited in fine end to jazz concert
(6)

10 Slapped Greek character pinching geisha's butt in Japanese
city (7)

11 Support partner in a lawful manner (7)

12 Bag filled with money behind a little unusual shrub (5)

13 Silly piglet ate sheet at front of book (5,4)

14 Sexual intercourse is a thrill with honey going wild (4,2,3,3)

18 What might interest a gemcutter in worthy person lacking
manners (5,7)

21 Rum in cola after consuming dope - that's delightful (9)

23 Rubbish outside university on East avenue (5)

24 Be victorious in border, going west to capture rebellious state
(7)

25 Starts to eat economically in seedy diner, becoming more
impoverished (7)

26 One examining source of teratogenic chemical compound (6)

27 Reviewed report about terrible heat in prison block (5,3)

Down

1 Salmon and special starter of tuna for one sharing emcee duties
(2-4)

2 Leaking extremely abhorrent secret eventually (2,4)

3 One found in bathroom with fine dope in excellent hotel (9)

4 One in bulletin lying nervously in an incomprehensible manner
(14)

6 Fire spreading! Leave houses (5)

7 Giants in trouble retreated, crushed by barbarians (8)

8 Clergy reformed extremely youthful radical (8)

9 Old men in pub at ground catching glimpse of lovely, fair-haired
lady (8,6)

15 Most ravenous tigers vigorously chasing barbarian (9)

16 Couple of drugs for weirdo (8)

17 Entering fancy bar, getting a drink (8)

19 Invalid in Peru becoming more feeble (6)

20 Tongue in hot English stew (6)

22 Maternal relative in US assembly after son's deported (5)
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SCAN TO PLAY

The All India Trade Union
Congress (AITUC) said
here on Wednesday that
the eighth Central Pay
Commission (CPC) should
do justice to government
employees and pension-
ers. Criticising the delay in
announcing the CPC, AI-
TUC general secretary
Amarjeet Kaur said though
the decision to constitute
the CPC was announced
ahead of the Delhi Assemb-
ly election in January, it
took 10 months for the
Centre to constitute the pa-
nel. She said the decision
went to cold storage and
now it was being an-
nounced a few days ahead
of the Bihar electio .

“It took 10 months for
[Prime Minister] Narendra
Modi-led government to
nominate a chairperson
and a part-time member
for the Commission. The
Commission has been gi-
ven 18 months’ time to sub-
mit its report to the govern-
ment, which means we can
expect the report/ recom-
mendations of the 8th Cen-
tral Pay Commission only
during the middle of the
year 2027,” she said.

“By the time the govern-
ment takes a decision, if it
is sincere enough, it may
go up to the end of the year
2027. The employees of
both Central and State go-
vernments have to wait for
another two more years to
get their wages revised.
This is an injustice on
them,” the trade union
leader further said.

Ms. Kaur said the
‘Terms of Reference’ given
by the government to the
CPC is so rigid with lots of
compulsions to �nalise its
recommendations, such as
the economic conditions
and �scal prudence.

“All these [conditions]
comes to the mind of the
government only when it
comes for giving any bene-
�t to the employees and
pensioners,” she added.

Pay panel’s terms of
reference too rigid,
says AITUC leader

Amarjeet Kaur

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

To adapt to climate
change, developing coun-
tries will require anywhere
from $310-365 billion (at
least ₹27 lakh crore) an-
nually by 2035, according
to a United Nations analy-
sis. This is nearly 12 times
more than the money that
currently �ows from the
developed to the develop-
ing world for this purpose.

The analysis, underlin-
ing the huge gap between
the demand and supply of
funds needed to protect
developing nations from
climate change impacts,
appears in Running on
Empty, an annual report
on the shortfall released on
Wednesday, ahead of the
30th edition of the UN Fra-
mework Convention on
Climate Change Confe-
rence of Parties (COP-30)
to be held in Belem, Brazil
next month.

International public
adaptation �nance �ows to
developing countries stood

at $26 billion (about ₹2.2
lakh crore) in 2023, down
from $28 billion the pre-
vious year. If these trends
continue, a target agreed
upon by countries at the
COP-26 in Glasgow, to dou-
ble adaptation �nance to
$40 billion by 2025 will be
“missed”, the report
added.

Disappointing target
Finance is a signi�cant is-
sue in climate negotiations,
as developing countries in-
sist that developed coun-
tries pay the costs of adap-

tation (to deal with climate
change impacts) and miti-
gation (to move away from
fossil fuels), as well as com-
pensation for losses and
damages already occur-
ring. This total bill is collec-
tively called “climate �-
nance”. 

At COP-29 in Baku, Azer-
baijan last year, developing
countries, which were de-
manding nearly $1.3 tril-
lion annually by 2035,
were disappointed when
the developed world
agreed to only $300 bil-
lion, called the New Collec-

tive Quanti�ed Goal
(NCQG) on climate �nance. 

Tuesday’s UN report un-
derlines this criticism. “...it
is far too evident that the �-
nancial resources needed
to enable adaptation ac-
tion in developing coun-
tries at the scale necessary
to meet the growing chal-
lenges of current and fu-
ture climate risks is woeful-
ly inadequate. It will take
nothing less than a global
collective e�ort to increase
climate �nance to the le-
vels articulated in the Baku
to Belém Roadmap to 1.3
trillion,” it notes.

The report also raises
concerns that whatever
money has been made
available at present is pri-
marily classi�ed as ‘debt.’
Although 70% of interna-
tional public adaptation �-
nance was concessional in
2022-23, it is “worrisome”
that debt instruments con-
tinue to dominate these ov-
erall �ows, comprising
58% on average in that �-
nancial year, the report
said. 

Developing nations need 12 times
more funds to �ght climate crisis 
Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Developing countries need more climate finance to move away

from power plants dependent on fossil fuels. FILE PHOTO

Highlighting a portion of
the Union Labour Minis-
try’s draft Shram Shakti Ni-
ti, 2025, which takes inspi-
ration from Manusmriti,
the Congress on Wednes-
day targeted the Narendra
Modi government by alleg-
ing that it mirrors the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh’s
(RSS) tradition of prefer-
ring the ancient text over
the Constitution.

Congress general secre-
tary (communications) Jai-
ram Ramesh, in a post on
X, claimed that the govern-
ment is seeking to revive
the principles of the Ma-
nusmriti, a Hindu religious
text, through its new la-
bour policy, and the move
re�ected the ideological in-
�uence of the RSS.

Mr. Ramesh claimed
that the RSS had opposed
the Constitution soon after
its adoption for not being
based on the Manusmriti.
“The Modi government’s

draft Shram Shakti Niti
2025, released earlier this
month, claims that the Ma-
nusmriti embeds the moral
basis of labour governance
within India’s civilisational
fabric, centuries before the
rise of modern labour law,”
he said in a post on X.

The Congress leader
shared the text of the new
policy, which says, “An-
cient texts such as the Ma-
nusmriti, Yajnavalkyasmri-
ti, articulated this ethos
through the concept of ra-
jadharma, emphasising the
sovereign’s duty to ensure
justice, and the protection
of workers from exploita-
tion. These early formula-
tions embedded the moral
basis of labour governance
within India’s civilisational
fabric”. 

Cong. slams Centre
for using ancient text
to draw labour policy 

Congress’s Jairam
Ramesh says that the
Centre is reviving 
the principles of
the Manusmriti

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

T
he Congress on
Wednesday target-
ed Prime Minister

Narendra Modi over U.S.
President Donald Trump
repeating his claim that he
stopped the con�ict bet-
ween India and Pakistan
using trade, with Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi saying
that the Prime Minister was
“scared” of Mr. Trump.

Mr. Gandhi, addressing
his �rst election rally in Bi-
har’s Darbhanga, said Mr.
Modi must �nd the courage
to respond and when he
comes to Bihar next, he
should state that Mr.
Trump was lying.

He said the U.S. Presi-
dent had claimed 50 times
that he stopped Operation
Sindoor by threatening the
Prime Minister, who
“hasn’t uttered a word”.
Mr. Gandhi said those who
lacked the courage could
not develop Bihar.

“Mr. Trump is insulting
him [Mr. Modi] daily in dif-
ferent countries. He says
Mr. Modi has no guts and
he has made him bow be-
fore him. Mr. Modi never
once said Mr. Trump is
speaking nonsense and ly-
ing,” the Opposition leader
said, adding, “One who
cannot tell the American
President on his face ‘you
are lying’, he cannot do
anything in Bihar”. 

In a post on X later, Mr.
Gandhi said, “Mr. Trump is
insulting Mr. Modi in coun-
try after country. Latest is
South Korea. 1. Repeated
that he used trade to fright-

en Mr. Modi into stopping
Operation Sindoor. 2. Said
7 planes were shot down.
Don’t be scared Modi ji,
�nd the courage to
respond”.

On his X handle, Con-
gress general secretary in-
charge (communications)
Jairam Ramesh shared vi-
deo clips of Mr. Trump’s re-
marks in Japan and later in
South Korea in which he re-
peated his claim that he
stopped the India-Pakistan
military con�ict using
trade. In his post, Mr. Ra-
mesh said “the self-styled
but now thoroughly shrun-
ken 56-inch chest is still
quiet”. “So far he has said it
54 times. He has said it in
the U.S., Qatar, Saudi Ara-
bia, Egypt, and the U.K. He
has said it mid-�ight and on
land. Now President
Trump has said it again,
while addressing business
leaders in Japan last even-
ing. No wonder his good
friend in New Delhi does
not want to hug him any
more,” Mr. Ramesh said.

PM afraid to counter
Trump’s claims on
ending war: Rahul

Rahul Gandhi

Congress leader says the Prime Minister must �nd the courage to

respond; when he comes to Bihar, he should state that Trump is lying

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has quashed a 17-year-old
attempt to murder case against academic and
activist Madhu Kishwar, observing that the FIR
was “maliciously motivated”. The order, passed
on October 16, came while allowing Ms.
Kishwar’s plea seeking to quash an FIR lodged
against her in June 2008 for o�ences of attempt
to murder, voluntarily causing hurt, and
criminal intimidation under the erstwhile Indian
Penal Code. Justice Amit Mahajan said “the
subject FIR appears to be in the nature of a
defence and a maliciously motivated
counterblast … for wreaking vengeance upon the
petitioner.”

Delhi HC quashes 17-year-old
case against Madhu Kishwar

INBRIEF
�

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Wednesday said he had instructed the police to
register a case of treason against Congress leaders
in Sribhumi district for singing the national
anthem of Bangladesh at a party meeting. “The
Congress meeting started with the singing of
Bangladesh’s national anthem instead of the
Indian national anthem,” he said. Mr. Himanta
also alleged that singing the anthem was the
Opposition party’s endorsement of the claim by a
section of leaders in Bangladesh that the entire
northeast region was part of the neighbouring
nation. Meanwhile, the State Congress claimed
that the BJP was creating an “unnecessary
controversy”. PTI

Case against Cong. for singing
Bangladesh anthem: Himanta

India has strongly con-
demned what it described
as a “blinkered analysis”
made against it in a United
Nations report on Myan-
mar’s human rights situa-
tion, even as it reiterated its
call for an immediate cessa-
tion of violence and inclu-
sive political dialogue in
the neighbouring country.

Delivering India’s state-
ment during the Interactive
Dialogue on the human
rights situation in Myan-
mar at the Third Commit-
tee of the UN General As-
sembly on Tuesday, Lok
Sabha member Dilip Saikia
said New Delhi continues
to support all initiatives
aimed at fostering a “Myan-
mar-owned and Myanmar-
led path” toward peace,
and democracy.

“We reiterate our consis-
tent position calling for an
immediate cessation of vio-
lence, release of political
prisoners, unhindered de-
livery of humanitarian as-
sistance,” he said. Strongly
criticising the remarks
made by the UN Special
Rapporteur, he said, “I ex-
press serious objections to
the baseless and biased ob-
servation about country.”

U.N. report 
on Myanmar
‘blinkered’,
says India 

Press Trust of India
UNITED NATIONS

Union Minister for Minority A�airs Kiren Rijiju,
on Wednesday, termed Urdu “the most beautiful
language in the world”. Speaking at the 105th
foundation day of the Jamia Milia Islamia
University, he also stressed that harmony
between Hindus and Muslims was vital for India’s
progress and unity. “I don’t know much of Urdu,
but I can say that Urdu is the most beautiful
language in the world,” he said while praising the
songs played at varsity’s auditorium. He noted
that among the six minorities, Muslims were the
biggest community. He added that country
cannot develop without Hindu-Muslim harmony.

Urdu is the most beautiful
language, says Kiren Rijiju
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MARKET WATCH

WEDNESDAY CHANGE %

Sensex ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 84,997 dddddddddddddddddddd 0.44

US Dollar dddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 88.22 dddddddddddddddddddd 0.07

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 1,24,400 dddddddddddddddddddd 2.13

Brent oil dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 65.24 dddddddddddddddddddd 1.36

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Enter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2537.40. . . . . . . . . . 43.00

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1454.80. . . . . . . . . . 36.90

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 7858.50. . . . . . . . -22.00

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2538.70. . . . . . . . . . 29.40

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1248.80. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.50

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 9034.00. . . . . . . . -23.50

Bajaj Finserv . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2137.00. . . . . . . . . . -3.20

Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1062.95. . . . . . . . . . -9.80

Bharat Elec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 407.20. . . . . . . . . . -6.35

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2100.60. . . . . . . . . . 10.40

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1581.10. . . . . . . . . . 13.00

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 382.00. . . . . . . . . . -9.40

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1250.90. . . . . . . . -38.50

Tata Motors CV . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 260.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6952.00. . . . . . . . -50.50

Eternal Ltd.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 330.45. . . . . . . . . . -4.15

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2958.70. . . . . . . . . . 25.80

HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1557.30. . . . . . . . . . 35.20

HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1007.85. . . . . . . . . . . . 4.30

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 761.30. . . . . . . . . . 14.30

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 856.25. . . . . . . . . . . . 7.30

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2488.10. . . . . . . . . . -9.00

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1370.40. . . . . . . . . . . . 7.30

IntGlobeAvi. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5813.00. . . . . . . . . . . . 4.00

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1510.40. . . . . . . . . . 10.20

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 421.60. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.70

Jio Financial Servic-

es Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 309.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.80

JSW Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1207.90. . . . . . . . . . 23.70

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2150.50. . . . . . . . -10.30

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3958.10. . . . . . . . -14.70

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3534.70. . . . . . . . -44.40

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 16138.00. . . . . . -173.00

Max Healthcare . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1189.50. . . . . . . . . . . . 9.80

NestleIndia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1273.00. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 347.50. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.35

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 255.64. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.10

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 295.35. . . . . . . . . . . . 7.10

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1504.20. . . . . . . . . . 17.30

SBI Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1970.40. . . . . . . . . . 33.60

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 939.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 9.50

Shriram Finance

Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 738.45. . . . . . . . . . 14.75

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1715.90. . . . . . . . . . 28.90

TataConsumerPro-

duct . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1177.10. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.20

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 185.19. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.38

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3057.60. . . . . . . . . . -0.30

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1452.20. . . . . . . . . . . . 4.80

Titan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3748.30. . . . . . . . . . 31.30

Tata Motors PV . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 411.35. . . . . . . . . . -0.15

Trent Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4780.60. . . . . . . . . . 55.20

UltraTech Cement . . . .. . . . . 11999.00. . . . . . . . . . 68.00

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 242.28. . . . . . . . . . -0.10

State-owned re�ner Hindustan Petroleum
(HPCL)’s pro�t after tax in the second quarter
rose six-fold on a year-on-year basis to ₹3,830
crore aided by better re�ning margins and a
lower base e�ect. Gross re�ning margins more
than doubled to $8.80 for every barrel in Q2 from
the corresponding period last year. Revenue
from operations rose about 2% to more than ₹1.10
lakh crore. HPCL also announced an interim
dividend of ₹5 for each equity share. 

Hindustan Petroleum Q2 PAT
jumps six-fold to ₹3,830 crore

INBRIEF
�

Iron ore producer NMDC reported standalone
net pro�t rose 33% in the September quarter to
₹1,694.70 crore from ₹1,269.15 crore a year
earlier. The higher net pro�t came on a 30%
increase in revenue from operations to ₹6,260.85
crore (₹4,806.57 crore). The performance came
in the backdrop of strong domestic steel demand
and resilient mining operations. Iron ore
production for the quarter was 23% higher year
on year at 10.21 million tonnes (8.29 MT). 

NMDC Q2 standalone net
pro�t rises 33% to ₹1,695 crore 

Larsen & Toubro Ltd (L&T) for the second
quarter ended September 30, 2025 reported a
16% year-on-year (YoY) growth in consolidated
net pro�t to ₹3,926 crore backed by all-round
performance. For the quarter, consolidated
revenue grew 10% YoY to ₹67,984 crore.
International revenues at ₹38,223 crore,
constituted 56% of the total revenue. The
consolidated order book of the group as on
September 30, 2025, was at ₹6,67,047 crore, a
growth of 15% over March 2025. 

L&T posts 16% increase in
Q2 net pro�t to ₹3,926 crore 

SBI Mutual Fund has in-
vested ₹100 crore in eye-
wear retailer Lenskart So-
lutions in a pre-IPO (initial
public o�ering) funding
round. PTI

SBI MF invests 
₹100 cr. in Lenskart 

T
he Securities and
Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) has

proposed major changes to
mutual fund regulations to
reduce investor costs and
to make them simpler.

The markets regulator
said that the proposals
contained provisions to do
away with old rules, simpli-
fy the language, and ration-
alise fee structures.

“Numerous amend-
ments over the last 29
years have contributed to
the MF regulations becom-
ing considerably volumi-
nous and complex. Hence,
SEBI has undertaken an ex-
ercise to comprehensively
review the MF regula-
tions,” according to a con-
sultation paper.

As part of the e�orts to
make MF schemes cheaper
for the investor, SEBI has
done away with the addi-
tional expense of 0.05%
charged by AMCs over exit
load. “In 2012, mutual
funds were mandated to
credit exit load to the

scheme and AMCs were al-
lowed to charge 20 bps
more as additional expens-
es to the scheme. A basis
point is one-hundredth of a
percentage. The said addi-
tional charge, was reduced
from 20 bps to 5 bps in
2018,” SEBI said. 

“The provision for addi-
tional expense of 5 bps al-
lowed to the AMCs to
charge the mutual fund
schemes, was transitory in
nature..with an objective
to rationalise cost for unit
holder, this expense
charged to the scheme has
been removed from the
draft MF regulations,” SEBI
said. 

To lighten the impact of
the removal of additional
expense on exit load, SEBI
proposed that the �rst two
slabs of the expense ratio
of open-ended active
schemes be revised up-
wards by 5 bps. It also pro-
posed to exclude all statu-
tory levy like STT, GST,
CTT, and stamp duty from
the expense ratio limits
along with the present per-
missible expenses for brok-
erage, exchange and regu-
latory fees. SEBI also
proposed to reduce brok-
erage charges to 0.02%
from 0.12% in cash market
and 0.01% from 0.05% in
the derivatives market.

SEBI favours ‘simpler’
mutual fund rules
Regulator proposes to do away with old rules, simplify language,

and rationalise fee structure; changes aimed at reducing investor costs 

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

Elon Musk’s Starlink is
scheduled to conduct de-
mo-runs on October 30
and 31 in Mumbai to show
compliance with security
and technical conditions
for satellite broadband ser-

vices, according to sourc-
es. The demo, to be done
before designated law en-
forcement agencies, will be
based on the provisional
spectrum assigned to Star-
link, sources told PTI.

These demos are an es-
sential requirement for
Starlink to secure clearanc-

es before it can launch
commercial services.

Sources said Starlink
will run a demo to show
compliance with the secur-
ity norms (Lawful Inter-
ception System and Lawful
Interception Monitoring)
and technical conditions of
the GMPCS authorisation. 

Starlink to hold demo runs in Mumbai
Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India is considering a bai-
lout exceeding ₹1 trillion
($12 billion) for debt-laden
state-run power distribu-
tion companies.

To receive the bailout
funds, the States will be re-
quired to privatise their
electric utilities and transf-
er managerial control or
keep control but list them
on a stock exchange, ac-
cording to three govern-
ment o�cials and a docu-
ment outlining the plan
prepared by the Union Mi-
nistry of Power.

The plan marks Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
toughest reform push yet
to overhaul the chronically
ine�cient state-run elec-
tricity distribution compa-
nies, seen as the weakest
link in India’s energy
chain. The Power Ministry
and the Ministry of Fi-
nance are discussing the �-
nal details of the bailout,
with an announcement ex-
pected in the February
budget, said two govern-
ment sources.

The ministries did not
immediately respond to
Reuters’ requests for
comments.

Under the proposal, at
least 20% of the state's total
power consumption must
be met by private compa-
nies and the States must as-
sume part of the retailer's
debt, according to the Pow-
er Ministry presentation.

To do so the States can
choose to privatise their
distribution operations for
access to loans to pay o�
existing debt under two
options. First, the States
can create a new distribu-

tion company, divest 51%
of the equity, which will
enable them to access a 50-
year interest-free loan for
the privatised company's
debt, along with access to
low-interest federal loans
for �ve years, the presenta-
tion showed.

The second option
would let States privatise
up to 26% of the equity of
an existing State-owned
power distribution compa-
ny in exchange for access
to low-interest loans from
the federal government for
�ve years, it showed.

Alternatively, States that
do not decide to transfer
managerial control
through privatisation must
list their utilities on a re-
cognised stock exchange
within three years.

States that choose to list
would receive low-interest
loans from the federal go-
vernment for infrastruc-
ture management, the pre-
sentation showed.

The State power retail-
ers have accumulated loss-
es of ₹7.08 trillion ($80.6
billion) and outstanding
debt of ₹7.42 trillion ($84.4
billion) as of March 2024,
the documents showed.

Private companies such
as Adani Power, Reliance-
Power, Tata Power, CESC
and Torrent Power are ex-
pected to bene�t from the
reforms as they are likely
to gain stakes in the State
companies.

India mulls $12-bn plan
to bail out debt-laden
State power discoms

Private �rms such as
Adani Power are
expected to bene�t
as they are likely to
gain stakes in the
state companies

Reuters
NEW DELHI

U.S.-based IT major Cogni-
zant, which has a substan-
tial number of employees
in India, on Wednesday re-
ported a 53% drop in net
income for Q3 2025 to $274
million, hit by a one-time,
non-cash income tax ex-
pense of $390 million.

Cognizant – which fol-
lows a January-December
�nancial year– had posted
a net income of $582 mil-
lion in Q3 2024.

Revenue, however, rose
7.3% year-over-year to
$5,415 million for the quar-
ter ended September, dri-
ven by gains coming in
from investments in AI. 

The Nasdaq-listed IT
services �rm raised the
lower end of its full-year re-
venue growth forecast,
pegging it at $21.05-21.10

billion against $20.7-21.1
billion earlier. For the
fourth quarter, Cognizant
expects revenue in the
range of $5.27-5.33 billion.

Cognizant CEO Ravi Ku-
mar S. said Q3 2025
marked the �rm’s �fth con-
secutive quarter of year-ov-
er-year organic revenue
growth and strongest se-
quential organic growth
since 2022. He said Cogni-
zant, over the last 2.5
years, had been investing
in transitioning to an AI
builder. As much as 30% of
the code is written by ma-
chines now, translating in-
to greater productivity.

Cognizant Q3 net
income slides 53%

As much as 30% of
the code is written
by machines now,
translating into
greater productivity

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Air India (AI) will induct a
new wide-body aircraft ev-
ery six weeks in 2026 for
the next two years, which,
alongside the refurbish-
ment of legacy Boeing 787
and 777, will position it as a
“modern, international”
airline by 2028, according
to CEO Campbell Wilson.

“Through the course of
2026 there is a massive
ramp-up in our wide-body
induction,” Mr. Wilson said
at the Aviation India Sum-
mit. The new additions will
include the �rst of the
787-9s joining the airline in
December 2025 and then
in 2026, an average of one
every six weeks. These will
be mostly 787-9s and also
two Airbus A350-1000s in
the �nancial year 2026. 

So far, the airline has in-

ducted six A350s from its
order of 68 wide-body jets,
which form part of its larg-
er 570-aircraft buy from
Boeing and Airbus. So far,
the AI Group, including Air
India Express, has added
nearly 57 new planes. Ov-
erall, the airline will conti-
nue to add a new aircraft
every six to seven days. By
2027, all of the 26 787 �eet
will be refurbished fully. 

AI wide-body ramp
up in 2026: Wilson

Campbell Wilson 

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The sugar sector is con-
cerned over the cut in etha-
nol sourcing in the 2025-
2026 ethanol supply year.

The Indian Sugar & Bio-
Energy Manufacturers As-
sociation (ISMA) said only
289 crore litre ethanol had
been allocated from sugar-
based feedstock or 28% of
the total need. The indus-
try invested almost
₹40,000 crore with a ca-
pacity to supply 650 crore
litre of ethanol a year. It
supplied 330 crore litre last
ethanol supply year.

The sector expects al-
most 345 lakh tonne sugar

output between October 1
and September 30, 2026.
Of this, local consumption
will be just 284 lakh tonne
and sugar diversion for
ethanol 34 lakh tonne lead-
ing to excess sugar stocks.

While the Fair and Re-
munerative Price of sugar-

cane rose 16.5% to ₹355 a
quintal since 2022–23, eth-
anol procurement prices
from sugarcane juice and
B-heavy molasses was stat-
ic at ₹60.73 and ₹65.61 a
litre respectively. Ethanol’s
cost of production was
₹66.09 a litre from B-heavy
molasses and ₹70.70 a litre
from cane juice.

The minimum selling
price (MSP) of sugar has
been ₹31 a kg since Febru-
ary 2019 with output cost
at ₹40.24/kg. The Centre
must ensure 50% ethanol
is sourced from sugar sec-
tor, raise MSP, announce
sugar export policy and in-
crease ethanol procure-
ment prices, ISMA said.

Sugar sector concerned over
reduction in ethanol sourcing
M. Soundariya Preetha
COIMBATORE

Centre must raise ethanol

procurement price. 

Three-year-old airline Aka-
sa will come out with an
IPO in two to �ve years,
CEO Vinay Dube said.

“With Boeing increasing
its production rate, there is
more con�dence in our ex-
pansion,” the CEO said on
expansion. He added the
airline will add 196 aircraft
until December 2032

The CEO said 85% of the
400 grounded pilots were
now actively �ying and by
the end of the next 30 to
60 days, all of them will ac-
crue �ying hours.

Akasa IPO in
two to three
years, says
CEO Dube

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI
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The U.S. Federal Reserve on Wednesday announced its second

straight quarter-point interest rate cut to hedge against growing

labour market risks, in a meeting that highlighted growing divisions

among its ranks. Policymakers voted 10-2 in favour of lowering the

bank’s key lending rate to between 3.75% and 4.00%. AFP

U.S. Fed announces second
quarter-point rate cut of 2025

WASHINGTON

REUTERS
X

Hundreds of thousands of people were evacuated in eastern Cuba

and a hurricane warning was in e�ect for the provinces of Granma,

Santiago de Cuba, Guantanamo, Holguin and Las Tunas as

Hurricane Melissa made landfall as a Category 3 storm early

Wednesday. AP

Hundreds of thousands evacuate
as Hurricane Melissa hits Cuba

SANTIAGO DE CUBA

AP
X

U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth on Wednesday welcomed

Japan’s determination to accelerate its ongoing military build-up

and defence spending. During a visit to Japan, Mr. Hegseth said he

hopes to see those pledges implemented as soon as possible,

noting China’s increasingly assertive military activity. AP

U.S. welcomes Japan’s arms boost,
says alliance key to deter China

TOKYO

AP
X

The Rio de Janeiro public defender’s o�ice on Wednesday said 132

people died in the bloodiest police raid against drug gangs in the

Brazilian city’s history, as grieving residents laid out dozens of

bodies in the street. “The update is 132 dead,” the public defender’s

o�ice, which provides legal assistance to the poor, said. AFP

132 killed in Rio police crackdown
on drug gang, says public defender

RIO DE JANEIRO

AFP

M
illions of suppor-
ters of Bangla-
desh’s Awami

League will boycott next
year’s national election, af-
ter the party was barred
from contesting the polls,
ousted Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina said on
Wednesday, from her exile
in New Delhi.

Ms. Hasina, 78, said she
would not return to Ban-
gladesh under any govern-
ment formed after elec-
tions that exclude her
party, and plans to remain
in India, where she �ed in
August 2024 following a
deadly student-led
uprising.

An interim government
headed by Nobel Peace
Laureate Muhammad Yu-
nus has governed Bangla-

desh since Ms. Hasina’s
ouster and has pledged to
hold elections next
February.

“The ban on the Awami
League is not only unjust,
it is self-defeating,” Ms. Ha-
sina said in emailed res-
ponses to Reuters — her

�rst media engagement
since her dramatic fall
from power after 15
straight years at the helm
of Bangladeshi politics.

“The next government
must have electoral legiti-
macy. Millions of people
support the Awami

League, so as things stand,
they will not vote. You can-
not disenfranchise millions
of people if you want a pol-
itical system that works.”

Bangladesh has over 126
million registered voters.
The Awami League and the
Bangladesh Nationalist
Party have long dominated
the country’s politics, and
the BNP is widely expected
to win the upcoming vote.

The Election Commis-
sion suspended the Awami
League’s registration in
May. Earlier, the Yunus-led
government banned all
party activities, citing na-
tional security threats and
war crimes investigations
into senior Awami League
leaders.

“We are not asking Awa-
mi League voters to sup-
port other parties,” Ms. Ha-
sina said. “We still hope
common sense will prevail

and we will be allowed to
contest the election
ourselves.”

She did not say if she or
anyone else on her behalf
was holding any back-
channel talks with Bangla-
deshi authorities to let the
Awami League participate
in the polls.

The International
Crimes Tribunal, Bangla-
desh’s domestic war
crimes court, has conclud-
ed proceedings against Ms.
Hasina, who faces charges
of crimes against humanity
over the violent crackdown
on student protests in
mid-2024.

Ms. Hasina denied the
charges.

“These proceedings are
a politically motivated cha-
rade,” she said. “They’ve
been brought by kangaroo
courts, with guilty verdicts
a foregone conclusion.” 

Hasina warns of mass boycott
as her party barred from polls

Power struggle: The Awami League and Bangladesh Nationalist

Party have long dominated the country’s politics. FILE PHOTO

The ban on the Awami League is not only unjust, it is self-defeating, says the deposed Prime Minister, adding she would not

return to Bangladesh under any government formed after elections that exclude her party, and plans to remain in India 

Reuters
NEW DELHI/DHAKA

Pakistan’s Defence Minis-
ter warned Afghanistan on
Wednesday that any new
“terrorist or suicide at-
tack” by militants on Pakis-
tani soil would draw a
stern response, hours after
talks between them in Is-
tanbul failed to secure a
peace agreement.

Earlier this month, Pa-
kistan’s military launched
attacks on what it said
were hideouts of the Pakis-
tani Taliban in Afghanis-
tan, killing dozens of peo-
ple whom it described as
insurgents. Afghanistan
said the people killed were
civilians and struck Pakis-
tani military posts in res-
ponse, claiming 58 Pakista-
ni soldiers were killed.
Pakistan’s military said it
lost 23 soldiers in the bor-
der �ghting. 

The two sides agreed to
a cease�re brokered by
countries including Qatar
on October 19 in Doha, fol-

lowed by four days of talks
in Istanbul that ended
inconclusively.

In a post on X, Pakis-
tan’s Defence Minister Kha-
waja Muhammad Asif told
Afghanistan’s Taliban Go-
vernment that “any terro-
rist attack or suicide bomb-
ing inside Pakistan shall
give you the bitter taste of
such misadventures.”

There was no imme-
diate comment from Kabul
on the collapse of peace
talks or on Mr. Asif ’s re-
marks, but Afghanistan’s
state broadcaster RTA re-
ported that the negotia-
tions stalled because of

what it called “irrational
demands” from Pakistan. 

According to RTA, Isla-
mabad sought assurances
that no attacks would be
launched from Afghan ter-
ritory, while the Taliban
delegation said the Pakista-
ni Taliban, also known as
Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan,
was an internal issue for
Islamabad.

Mr. Asif in a strongly-
worded tweet also accused
Kabul of “blindly pushing
Afghanistan into yet anoth-
er con�ict” to preserve
what he described as its
“usurped rule and war
economy.” “Let me assure
them that Pakistan does
not require to employ even
a fraction of its full arsenal
to completely obliterate
the Taliban regime and
push them back to the
caves for hiding,” he said. 

Despite the failure of the
talks, a cease�re remained
in place, and no new clash-
es were reported along the
Pakistan-Afghanistan
border.

Pak. warns Kabul of stern
response to new attacks
Associated Press
ISLAMABAD

Khawaja Muhammad Asif 

Washington has told Ro-
mania, which neighbours
war-torn Ukraine, and al-
lies it will reduce the num-
ber of U.S. troops deployed
on NATO’s eastern �ank,
Romania’s Defence Minis-
try said on Wednesday, a
move some o�cials down-
played while analysts
warned it could embolden
Russia.

U.S. President Donald
Trump has repeatedly crit-
icised NATO, and insisted
that European allies boost
military spending as Uk-
raine battles Russia’s
invasion.

Some 85,000 American
troops are stationed in Eu-
rope, including 20,000
troops deployed to rein-

force NATO’s eastern �ank
after Russia invaded Uk-
raine in 2022, according to
the U.S. Defence
Department.

The latest announce-
ment came after reports
this year that Washington
could withdraw 10,000
troops from eastern Eu-
rope as the U.S. focus shifts
more towards the Indo-
Paci�c region, which the
Pentagon called its “priori-
ty theatre”.

“The resizing of U.S.
forces is a result of the new
priorities of the presiden-
tial administration, an-
nounced back in Febru-
ary,” Romania’s Defence
Ministry said. The decision
“also took into account the
fact that NATO has streng-
thened its presence and ac-
tivity on the eastern �ank.”

U.S. will cut troops 
in Europe: Romania 

Agence France-Presse
BUCHAREST

International media will be
allowed to cover Myan-
mar’s upcoming junta-run
polls, election authorities
said Wednesday, an appa-
rent invitation for foreign
press to scrutinise the
deeply disputed vote.

Myanmar’s junta has
“shattered the media land-
scape” with censorship
and intimidation since
staging a 2021 coup that
sparked a civil war, Repor-
ters Without Borders says.

Local journalists bore
the brunt of the crackdown
while foreign media quit
the country en masse, with
AFP the only international
news agency maintaining a
full in-country bureau.

The junta has touted
polls starting December 28
as a path to peace, but the
vote will be blocked from
rebel-held enclaves and
monitors are dismissing it
as a ploy to disguise conti-
nuing military rule.

The junta-stacked Un-
ion Election Commission

said in a statement “both
local and international
news media will be al-
lowed to cover” the elec-
tion, due to unfold in phas-
es over a matter of weeks.

The junta-run informa-
tion ministry “will scruti-
nize and endorse eligible
international media organ-

izations”, said the notice in
state newspaper The Glo-
bal New Light of Myanmar.

Militants withdraw
One of Myanmar’s most
powerful ethnic armed op-
position factions, Ta’ang
National Liberation Army,
has agreed to a China-bro-
kered withdrawal from a
lucrative ruby mining hub,
the group said on
Wednesday.

Myanmar has been
mired in a civil war since
the military grabbed pow-
er in a 2021 coup, with the
junta �ghting an array of
pro-democracy guerrillas
and powerful ethnic mi-
nority armed groups. The
ruby-mining town of Mo-
gok was captured by rebels
last summer.

Myanmar junta says foreign media
will be allowed to cover elections 
Agence France-Presse
YANGON

Supporters of Myanmar’s Union Solidarity and Development Party

during election campaign in Myanmar on Tuesday. AP

U.S. President Donald
Trump indicated on Wed-
nesday that a trade deal
had been reached with
South Korea’s President
Lee Jae Myung, before ad-
ding that the agreement
was “pretty much”
�nalised.

“We reached a deal. We
did a lot of di�erent things.
Great session,” the U.S.
leader said. But he then ap-
peared to walk back the
claim, telling a dinner in-
cluding Mr. Lee that the
deal was “pretty much �-
nalised”. “We came to a
conclusion on a lot of very
di�erent items,” Mr.
Trump said. 

In July, Mr. Trump said
Washington had agreed to

cut tari�s on South Korean
imports to 15% in exchange
for a $350 billion invest-
ment pledge. But steep au-
to tari�s remained in
place, and the two govern-
ments were divided over
the structure of the invest-
ment pledge.

Speaking to reporters,
top Seoul presidential aide
Kim Yong-beom con�rmed
a deal had been struck.

Finalised trade deal
with S. Korea: Trump

Donald Trump 

Agence France-Presse
GYEONGJU
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O
n the eve of the
semi�nal against
England at the

ACA Stadium here, a hun-
ger for redemption was
palpable in the South Afri-
can camp. There was the
lingering ghost of that 69
all out against this oppo-
nent at this very venue to
be exorcised. A knockout
�xture presented the per-
fect stage. 

Laura Wolvaardt and
Marizanne Kapp led from
the front as they powered
South Africa to a resound-
ing 125-run win and its
�rst-ever ODI World Cup �-
nal. 

A scintillating 169-run
knock from Wolvaardt
formed the backbone of a
mammoth score of 319 for
seven on a strip the curator
called a ‘Mumbai wicket.’
Sophie Ecclestone broke a
116-run stand between her
and a struggling Tazmin
Brits, nutmegging her on
one of her failed reverse
sweep attempts. 

The talismanic tweaker,
visibly in pain after sustain-

ing an injury to a joint near
her collarbone a few days
ago, then removed Anneke
Bosch for a duck. Sciver-
Brunt sent back Sune Lu-
us, with just three runs ad-
ded in the meantime. 

Wolvaardt and Kapp’s
72-run stand then steadied
the ship, but Ecclestone
pegged back by dismissing
the former. 

Sinalo Jafta and Annerie
Dercksen soon followed,
but Wolvaardt was un-
fazed, as she brought up a
remarkable maiden ODI
World Cup ton. 

From 202 in 40 overs,

Proteas’ day out: After Wolvaardt powered the team to a mammoth total, Kapp produced telling blows to trigger celebrations in the 

South Africa camp. RITU RAJ KONWAR

The skipper scores 169, stitches a crucial stand with the No. 5 batter and prevents a slide before

upping the ante to take the team to 319; the all-rounder decimates England with a spell of 7-3-20-5

ODI WORLD CUP

SA rides on Wolvaardt
and Kapp’s brilliance

Lavanya L 
GUWAHATI

X

Australia head coach Shelley Nitschke has played down the

favourite’s tag for her team going into the ODI World Cup semifinal

against India. “I don't think we go in as the underdogs or favourites.

It’s a level-playing field. The team that holds our nerves and is able

to overcome the pressure should be successful,” she said.

The team that overcomes pressure
will be successful: coach Shelley

KEEPING COOL 

EMMANUAL YOGINI
X

Rohit Sharma, on Wednesday, claimed the top spot in the ICC men’s

ODI batting rankings for the first time in his career. The 38-year-old

climbed two spots on the back of his unbeaten century in the third

and final ODI in Sydney. Rohit overtook Afghanistan’s Ibrahim

Zadran and teammate Shubman Gill to rise to the top. 

Rohit tops the ODI batters’ charts
for the �rst time in his career

SPECIAL ONE

AP
X

Shafali Verma finds herself back in the national set-up almost

exactly a year after her last ODI outing. “What happened with

Pratika was unfortunate. No player wants to see a teammate

injured. But for me It’s about trusting myself. I’ve been in such

situations earlier, so I’ll stay calm and back my game,” she said. 

I feel bad for Pratika.... but I trust
myself: Shafali ahead of semi�nal 

CONFIDENT

EMMANUAL YOGINI
X

Puneri Paltan set up a final clash against Dabang Delhi in PKL-12

after scripting a magnificent comeback to score a 50-45 win against

Telugu Titans in Qualifier 2 in New Delhi on Wednesday. This will be

the third final in four years for the season-10 champion. Starring for

the victors were Aditya Shinde (21 points) and Pankaj Mohite (10). 

Puneri Paltan pips Telugu Titans,
faces Dabang Delhi in �nal

STRONG FINISH 

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Australia has won seven of
the 12 Women’s ODI World
Cups so far. The last time it
lost a World Cup game was
eight years ago — to India —
when Harmanpreet Kaur
produced her unforgetta-
ble blitz in Derby in July
2017. No wonder then that
the 2025 edition has often
been dubbed as a battle
among the rest for the run-
ners-up spot. 

Inconsistent
India, buoyed by its strong
lead-up to the tournament
and the advantage of home
conditions, entered this
World Cup as the top chal-
lenger to Australia’s domi-
nance. 

However, an inconsis-
tent league phase has left
the host facing the defend-
ing champion in Thurs-
day’s semi�nal instead of
in a dream �nal. 

In and out
Perhaps in a move

aimed at unsettling Austra-
lia, India has drafted in
Shafali Verma as an injury
replacement for the in-
form Pratika Rawal, who
hurt her right leg during
the last league game
against Bangladesh. 

Shafali is expected to
open alongside Smriti
Mandhana, reigniting one
of India’s most explosive
partnerships. 

While fans may hope for
another Harmanpreet spe-
cial reminiscent of 2017,
much will depend on Smri-
ti, the vice-captain, to an-
chor the innings against a
bowling attack she has of-

ten dominated in the past.
Both sides endured

brief injury concerns, but

it is understood that Richa
Ghosh and Australia skip-
per Alyssa Healy have reco-
vered and are available for
selection. 

Their return adds ba-
lance and experience to
both line-ups ahead of
what promises to be a
high-stakes clash.

With heavy rain forecast
across the Mumbai Metro-
politan Region over the
next 48 hours, there re-
mains a cloud of uncertain-
ty over the weather. 

The cricket community
will hope for clear skies
and a packed D.Y. Patil Sta-
dium on Thursday — the
perfect stage for India to
challenge the might of the
team to beat. 

Can India stop the
Australian juggernaut? 

Practice makes perfect: Jemimah gears up for the Aussie

challenge. EMMANUAL YOGINI

Amol Karhadkar
NAVI MUMBAI

India skipper Suryakumar
Yadav was back in his ele-
ment with some spectacu-
lar hits but inclement
weather proved to be a
complete dampener as the
�rst T20 International
against Australia was
called o� after steady
showers on Wednesday.

With his deputy Shub-
man Gill (37 n.o., 20b, 4x4,
1x6) also in good nick, Su-
ryakumar showed con-
trolled aggression en route
his unbeaten 39 (24b, 3x4,
2x6) and took the score to
97 for one in 9.4 overs
when rain intervened. The
duo added 62 runs o� 35
balls for the second wicket. 

That was the shot of
con�dence that Suryaku-
mar needed for future as-
signments. 

Earlier, Abhishek Shar-
ma made 19 (14b, 4x4).

The scores: 

India 97/1 in 9.4 overs (Gill 37
n.o., Suryakumar 39 n.o.) vs
Australia. 

Toss: Australia. No Result.

Second T20I: Oct. 31,
Melbourne, 1.45 p.m. IST.

SKY shines
before the sky
opens up

Suryakumar... on the go. AP

Press Trust of India
CANBERRA

SOUTH AFRICA

Laura Wolvaardt c Capsey b Bell
169 (143b, 20x4, 4x6), Tazmin
Brits b Ecclestone 45 (65b, 6x4,

1x6), Anneke Bosch b Ecclestone
0 (3b), Sune Luus b Sciver-Brunt 1
(6b), Marizanne Kapp c Dean b
Ecclestone 42 (33b, 4x4, 1x6),
Sinalo Jafta b Bell 1 (4b), Annerie
Dercksen b Ecclestone 4 (14b),
Chloe Tryon (not out) 33 (26b,

3x4, 1x6), Nadine de Klerk (not
out) 11 (6b, 2x4); Extras (lb-2,
w-11): 13; Total (for seven wkts.
in 50 overs): 319. 

FALL OF WICKETS

1-116 (Brits, 22.2 overs), 2-116
(Bosch, 22.5), 3-119 (Luus, 25.3),
4-191 (Kapp, 36.3), 5-192 (Jafta,

37.1), 6-202 (Dercksen, 40.1),
7-291 (Wolvaardt, 47.6). 

ENGLAND BOWLING

Bell 10-0-55-2, Smith 10-0-69-0,
Sciver-Brunt 8-0-67-0, Dean
10-0-67-0, Ecclestone 10-1-44-4,
Capsey 2-0-15-0.

ENGLAND

Amy Jones b Kapp 0 (2b), Tammy
Beaumont c Jafta b Khaka 0 (1b),
Heather Knight b Kapp 0 (3b), Nat
Sciver-Brunt c Jafta b Kapp 64
(76b, 6x4, 1x6), Alice Capsey c de
Klerk b Luus 50 (71b, 6x4), Danni
Wyatt-Hodge c sub (Sekhukhune)
b de Klerk 34 (31b, 5x4), Sophia
Dunkley c Jafta b Kapp 2 (10b),
Charlie Dean c Jafta b Kapp 0
(1b), Sophie Ecclestone c

Dercksen b Mlaba 2 (12b), Linsey
Smith c Luus b de Klerk 27 (36b,

4x4), Lauren Bell (not out) 9 (12b,

2x4); Extras (w-6): 6; Total (in 42.3
overs): 194.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-0 (Jones, 0.2), 2-0 (Knight, 0.5),
3-1 (Beaumont, 1.1), 4-108
(Capsey, 22.5), 5-138
(Sciver-Brunt, 28.3), 6-144
(Dunkley, 30.2), 7-144 (Dean,
30.3), 8-151 (Ecclestone, 33.2),
9-175 (Wyatt-Hodge, 38.6).

SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING

Kapp 7-3-20-5, Khaka 8-0-28-1, de
Klerk 5.3-0-24-2, Mlaba 8-0-40-1,
Luus 6-0-41-1, Tryon 8-0-41-0.
Toss: England; PoM: Wolvaardt.
South Africa won by 125 runs.

SCOREBOARD

�

If the players largely stayed
indoors due to rain for the
�rst two days of the WTA
250 Chennai Open tennis
tournament, the third day
at the SDAT-Nungambak-
kam Stadium on Wednes-
day witnessed a few fo-
reign players fall victim to
the hot and humid condi-
tions as they bowed out of
the event.

Even as the competitors
from abroad struggled to
cope with the conditions,
India’s Shrivalli Bhamidi-
paty and Sahaja Yamala-
palli posted �rst-round
wins. 

Shrivalli eased past 16-
year-old Maaya Rajeshwa-
ran 6-1, 6-4 while Sahaja,
who turned 25 on Wednes-
day, got better as the match
progressed as she scripted
a 6-4, 6-2 victory over
lucky loser Priska Nugroho
of Indonesia to enter the
round-of-16. 

The much-anticipated

contest between Shrivalli
and Maaya fell �at as the
latter couldn’t rise to the

occasion, making numer-
ous unforced errors and
being unable to devise a

strategy to counter Shrival-
li’s aggression. 

It was a cakewalk for the
23-year-old Shrivalli in the
�rst set, after she took a
handy 4-1 lead.

After �ghting back to le-
vel it 4-4, she dropped
serve in the ninth game be-
fore her compatriot held
serve to seal the win.

Barring Nina Stojanovic
of Serbia, who pulled out
due to a hip injury, second
seed Francesca Jones
(Great Britain), Maria Ti-
mofeeva (Uzbekistan) and
Alina Charaeva (Russia)
withdrew midway in the
match, citing “heat ill-
ness.” 

The results (first round):

Singles: Zeynep Sonmez (Tur) bt
Tatiana Prozorova (Rus) 7-5, 6-4;
Linda Fruhvirtova (Cze) bt Astrid
Lew Yan Foon (Fra) 6-2, 6-2;
Shrivalli Bhamidipaty bt Maaya
Rajeshwaran 6-1, 6-4; Donna
Vekic (Cro) bt Vaishnavi Adkar
6-1, 6-2; Sahaja Yamalapalli bt
Priska Nugroho (Ina) 6-4, 6-2;
Kimberly Birrel (Aus) bt Nikola
Bartunkova (Cze) 1-6, 6-1, 6-3; Mei
Yamaguchi (Jpn) bt Francesca
Jones (GBr) 5-7, 6-0, 1-0 (retd.);
Janice Tjen (Ina) bt Caroline
Werner (Ger) 6-4, 6-7 (5), 6-2. 

Shrivalli makes short work of
Maaya; Sahaja in second round

On song: Shrivalli proved too good for Maaya. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

CHENNAI OPEN 

South Africa added 117
runs in the �nal 10, 68
coming o� Wolvaardt’s bat.
When she fell in the 48th,
the 26-year-old was patted
back to the dugout by her
opponents, after which
ovations and hugs awaited. 

Needing to pull o� its
highest chase in the format
(the previous one being
264), England began abys-
mally, losing three wickets
for just one run, Kapp (two
wickets) and Ayabonga
Khaka sharing the spoils.

The ever-reliable Sciver-
Brunt hand-held the Her-
culean pursuit, building a

107-run stand with Alice
Capsey. 

A cramping Kapp perse-
vered, sending Capsey,
Sciver-Brunt and Sophia
Dunkley back to complete
a �ve-for, much like she did
against the same opponent
in a league stage win in the
2022 edition. Danni Wyatt-
Hodge, playing just her se-
cond match of the tourna-
ment, and Linsey Smith re-
sisted but in vain. The
colour faded from the fac-
es of the four-time cham-
pion as the dugout silently
watched the curtains fall
on its campaign. 
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India’s Anahat Singh stunned holder and second
seed Tinne Gilis of Belgium to storm into the
semi�nals of Canadian Open squash tournament
in Toronto on Tuesday. Anahat won 12-10, 11-9,
11-9 to record the biggest victory of her career
and the �rst against a top-10 player.

Anahat stuns Gilis, enters 
the last-four stage

Mahaveer Raghunathan and teammate Lorenzo
Ferrari �nished the Italian GT Sprint
Championship at Monza with a victory in the
Pro-Am Class in Race 2. The pair ended sixth
overall in the race.

Mahaveer and Ferrari emerge
victorious in Pro-Am Class

Napoli maintained its lead at the top of Serie A on
Tuesday after the champion won a hard-fought
contest at Lecce 1-0 and moved three points
ahead of AC Milan, which drew 1-1 at Atalanta,
and Roma. Napoli has 21 points from nine games.

The results: Atalanta 1 (Lookman 35) drew with AC Milan 1
(Ricci 4); Lecce 0 lost to Napoli 1 (Anguissa 69).

Napoli three points clear at
summit after win at Lecce

INBRIEF
�

Women’s ODI World Cup, second semifinal: India vs Aus-
tralia, Star Sports 1 & JioHotstar, 3 p.m.

Tennis: WTA Chennai Open, Eurosport, 3 p.m.

Tennis: Paris Masters, Sony Sports Ten 5 & LIV, 3 p.m.

Serie A: DAZN, 11 p.m. & 1.30 a.m. (Wednesday)

LIVE TELECAST

�

Frenchman Nicolas Mahut delivered an
emotional farewell to professional tennis after his
doubles defeat at the Paris Masters on Tuesday.
The 43-year-old, who won �ve Grand Slam
doubles titles in a career spanning 25 years, is
best known for losing the longest professional
tennis match in history against American John
Isner at Wimbledon in 2010. The match lasted 11
hours and �ve minutes and took place over three
days, with the last set alone — eight hours 11
minutes — being long enough to have broken the
previous longest-match record.

Marathon man Mahut calls
time on tennis career 

The Hyderabad Race Club (HRC) had cancelled
the �nal two race days of the Hyderabad
Monsoon Races, scheduled for October 27 and
31, following an alarming outbreak of respiratory
infections of unknown origin among a few horses
stabled at the HRC. The decision comes in the
wake of a precautionary advisory issued by the
Veterinary Commission of the Turf Authorities of
India (TAI), aimed at safeguarding equine health
and preventing potential spread to other racing
centres. The HRC is expected to issue updates
once laboratory �ndings are available and the
Veterinary Commission provides clearance for
the resumption of equine movement and racing
activities.

Equine illness halts
Hyderabad races

Napoli’s Kevin De Bruyne underwent an
operation on his injured hamstring in Belgium on
Wednesday, the Serie A club announced. He is
expected to be out for three to four months.

De Bruyne goes under the
knife for hamstring injury

F
earlessness and
�amboyance are set
to take centre stage

at the BCCI Centre of Excel-
lence Grounds as Rishabh
Pant makes his return to
competitive cricket, lead-
ing India-A against South
Africa-A starting Thursday.

This marks Pant’s come-
back after a three-month
injury lay o�. The wicket-
keeper-batter injured his
foot during the fourth Test

against England in late July
and has been steadily
working his way back to
full �tness.

The setback forced him
to miss the Asia Cup and
the home Test series
against the West Indies.
However, this two-match,
four-day series provides
the perfect opportunity to
regain rhythm and con�-
dence ahead of India’s up-
coming Test assignment
against world champion
South Africa.

The 28-year-old, expect-
ed to return to the Test
fold, has been training
hard at the CoE, focusing

on both his batting and
wicketkeeping in practice
sessions.

Adding further promise
to the India-A line-up are
the young guns in the top
order. Top-order batter Sai
Sudharsan will be eager to
make a strong statement
and solidify his credentials
at the crucial No. 3 slot,
while Devdutt Padikkal will
carry the momentum from
Ranji Trophy after scoring
a �uent 96 for Karnataka
against Saurashtra.

On the bowling front,
Punjab’s medium-pacer
Gurnoor Brar, who played
for India-A against Austra-

lia-A, adds energy to the
pace attack. 

Experienced left-arm
pacer Khaleel Ahmed will
look to build on his domes-
tic form, having bagged a
three-wicket haul for Rajas-
than in a recent Ranji Tro-
phy game.

The spin department,
consisting of Saransh Jain,
Manav Suthar, and Harsh
Dubey, will provide Pant
with valuable match prac-
tice behind the stumps,
while also giving India’s
emerging talents an oppor-
tunity to showcase their
skills ahead of the home
Test season.

The wicketkeeper-batter will make a comeback after a three-month injury lay-o�; chance

for Sai Sudharsan to cement the No. 3 spot; Gurnoor and Khaleel will lead the pace attack 

Pant in focus as he returns
to competitive action

Testing the waters: The South Africa-A showdown will provide a perfect opportunity for Pant and his men to get into the groove ahead 

of the bigger challenge in the Test series against the Proteas. K. MURALI KUMAR & PTI

INDIA-A VS SA-A 

Tarun Shastry
BENGALURU

India’s latest No. 3, Sai Sud-
harsan, feels he has settled
into the challenges of bat-
ting in a crucial position for
his side. Speaking to the
media on the eve of India
A’s four-day match against
South Africa-A on Wednes-
day, he also mentioned the
con�dence boost he re-
ceived from head coach
Gautam Gambhir and the
tactical adjustments he has
made to his game.

“I feel very fortunate to
have this series just before
the main series, as it gives
us a chance to build mo-
mentum. Personally, I’ve
been working a lot on my
footwork and on under-
standing the responsibili-
ties of a number three bat-

ter. I’m learning the role
better and trying to imple-
ment it tactically. It’s about
being a step ahead of the
bowler, and I’m constantly
working on that,” said the
24-year-old.

Sai Sudharsan also high-
lighted the backing he has
received from Gambhir. 

“The support has been
good. At the Arun Jaitley
Stadium in New Delhi, GG
sir called me aside. He told
me not to get desperate
and reminded me that I am
here for a reason, that I’m
one of the best players in
the country. 

“That reassurance gave
me immense con�dence
and freedom. It helped me
approach the game with
the mindset to �ght and
win for my tribe,” he ad-
ded.

Work in progress: Sai Sudharsan says he is in the process of

understanding the role of a No. 3 batter. PTI

Gambhir sir told me
not to get desperate:
Sai Sudharsan
Tarun Shastry
BENGALURU

New Zealand defeated En-
gland by �ve wickets in the
second ODI in Hamilton on
Wednesday, with the re-
turn of Jofra Archer unable
to ignite the visitors’ full-
throttle style of cricket.

The victory meant New
Zealand clinched the
three-match series with a
game to spare after their
four-wicket win in Mount
Maunganui on Sunday.

England’s batters �itted
between reason and reck-
lessness after New Zealand
won the toss, with the visi-
tors bowled out for 175 in
just 36 overs.

Blair Tickner claimed
four for 34 on his return to
the Black Caps after being
away for more than two
years.

Harry Brook, who
scored 135 in the �rst
match, slashed a cut in the
air to point o� Mitchell
Santner that was well ta-
ken by a diving Will Young.

Jamie Overton was the
pick of England’s batters
with 42 o� just 28 balls, fol-

lowed by Brook’s run-a-ball
34. England took hope
from Archer’s return who
dismissed Young with the
fourth ball of the innings
and then troubled Kane
Williamson and Rachin Ra-
vindra with deliveries that
seamed past both edges of
the bat.

Williamson and Rachin
shared a 42-run partner-
ship before the former
chopped on to his stumps
for 21. Daryl Mitchell then
arrived and combined for a
63-run partnership with
Rachin, until he pulled
Archer to backward square
for 54.

Archer gave England
faint hope with the dismis-
sal of Michael Bracewell,
completing match �gures
of 3-23 from 10 overs that
included four maidens.

Mitchell, coming o� a
commanding 78 n.o. in the
�rst match, steered the
New Zealand chase to �n-
ish on 56 n.o..

The scores:

England 175 in 36 overs (Harry
Brook 34, Jamie Overton 42, Blair
Tickner 4/34) lost to New Zealand
177/5 in 33.1 overs (Rachin
Ravindra 54, Daryl Mitchell 56
n.o., Mitchell Santner 34 n.o.,
Jofra Archer 3/23). 

Toss: NZ; PoM: Tickner.

Archer’s spell in vain as 
New Zealand clinches series 

Breakthrough: Rachin’s partnerships with Kane Willaimson and

Daryl Mitchell helped in turning the innings around. AP

ENGLAND IN NZ

Agence France-Presse
HAMILTON 

Lakshya Sen stunned �fth
seed Christo Popov of
France 21-16, 22-20 to enter
the men’s singles pre-quar-
ter�nals at the $475,000
Hylo Open Super 500 bad-
minton on Wednesday.

Lakshya will next face
compatriot S. Sankar
Muthusamy Subramanian,
who defeated Malaysia’s
Jun Hao Leong 21-14, 18-21,
21-16 in another opening
round match.

However, it was curtains
for K. Srikanth, who lost 19-
21, 11-21 to compatriot Ki-
ran George. George will
next face eight seed Toma

Junior Popov of France.
In women’s singles,

Shriyanshi Valishetty out-
smarted third seed Line
Hojmark Kjaersfeldt of
Denmark 21-19, 21-12,
Rakshitha Santhosh Ram-
raj posted a 21-14, 21-16 win
over Clara Azurmendi of
Spain and Unnati Hooda
got the better of Brazil’s Ju-
liana Viera 21-14, 21-13.

However, it was the end
of the road for Anmol
Kharb as she fought va-
liantly before losing 24-26,
21-23 to Julie Dawall Jakob-
sen of Denmark.

Other results (first round):

Women: Polina Buhrova bt
Anupama Upadhyaya 21-19,
21-19; Neslihan Arin bt Aakarshi
Kashyap 21-15, 21-15; Lin
Hsiang-Ti bt Tanya Hemanth
21-14, 21-13.

Shock win: Lakshya defeated fifth seed Popov. FILE PHOTO

Lakshya enters second
round; Srikanth out

BADMINTON

Press Trust of India
SAARBRUCKEN (GERMANY)

Oman will replace Pakistan
in the FIH Men’s Junior
World after the latter with-
drew from the tournament
to be held in Chennai and
Madurai from November
28 to December 10, the In-
ternational Hockey Federa-
tion con�rmed on
Wednesday.

Oman replaces
Pakistan in FIH
Men’s Jr. WC

Press Trust of India
LAUSANNE

Despite P. Adithya Reddy’s
�ve-wicket haul, Andhra
and Saurashtra had to
share points in their Col.
C.K. Nayudu Trophy clash
in Rajkot.

The scores: Andhra 488/9 in 137
overs decl. drew with Saurashtra
256 in 54.2 overs (Bhagyarajsinh
Chudasama 162, P. Adithya
Reddy 5/63) & 53/1 in 12 overs.

Adithya
shines with
�ve-for

Adithya (Andhra, 5/63).

Sports Bureau

Pat Cummins bowled for
the �rst time since July on
Wednesday as he races the
clock to be �t for the se-
cond Ashes Test against
England. The 32-year-old
pace spearhead had picked
up a back injury against
the West Indies.

Cummins
makes
tentative
bowling return

Agence France-Presse
SYDNEY

Borja Herrera netted a
brace and Dejan Drazic
scored another as defend-
ing AIFF Super Cup cham-
pion FC Goa quali�ed for
this edition’s semi�nals,
thrashing Inter Kashi 3-0
here on Wednesday.

Goa took just over three
minutes to break the dea-
dlock at the PJN Stadium
when Drazic struck home
from a Muhammed Nemil
pass after Kashi’s defender
David Humanes slipped in
his box.

The Gaurs doubled the
lead after the half-hour
mark: Drazic set up Herre-

ra on his left, who beat
Kashi’s goalkeeper Shub-
ham Dhas on his near post
on the volley.

As Kashi rummaged for
ways to make a comeback,

Herrera struck again: Da-
vid Timor �oated in a long
ball from the back, and the
Spaniard headed it in.

Earlier, NorthEast Un-
ited’s high line cost it dear-

ly as it drew 2-2 with Jam-
shedpur FC at the GMC
Stadium in Bambolim.

The Highlanders took
the early lead, o� Chema
Nunez and Alaaeddine Aja-
raie, but Jamshedpur
struck once in either half,
o� Pronay Halder and Ra-
phael Messi Bouli, respec-
tively, to end the contest all
square.

However, Goa’s win
meant both sides – North-
East United and Jamshed-
pur FC — are now out of the
title race.

Juan Pedro Benali’s men
got the opening goal in the
20th minute when Nunez
shot past Jamshedpur’s
‘keeper Albino Gomes af-
ter Jairo Samperio had rat-
tled the woodwork with a
powerful volley.

Nine minutes later,
NorthEast United got the
ball from back to front us-
ing �ve passes. Nunez then
set up Ajaraie in the box,
who scored with his �rst
touch.

Jamshedpur’s Japanese
talisman, Rei Tachikawa,
then inspired the come-
back: Pronay heading his
corner and Messi Bouli
scoring o� his diagonal
long ball at the far post.

All four teams will end
their group stage on No-
vember 1, with the �nal
round’s Group B matches
now dead rubbers.

The results: FC Goa 3 (Drazic 4,
Herrera 37, 42) bt Inter Kashi 0.

Jamshedpur FC 2 (Pronay 44,
Messi Bouli 89) drew with
NorthEast United 2 (Nunez 20,
Ajaraie 29).

FC Goa quali�es for semi�nals after thrashing Inter Kashi
SUPER CUP

Neeladri Bhattacharjee
MARGAO

On a high: Goa players celebrate a well-deserved win.

X@INDIANFOOTBALL
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R
ohit Sharma, Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Shreyas Iyer and Ajinkya
Rahane are all batters with
successful track records in

international cricket. In his last two
games against Mumbai in the Ranji
Trophy, Jammu & Kashmir’s Yudhvir
Singh has accounted for all these batters.

The 28-year-old, athletic and
broad-shouldered as is typical of his
fast-bowling tribe, may not have
experienced the bright lights of
international cricket. But by dismissing
players of proven pedigree in First Class
cricket, Yudhvir is certainly exhibiting
that he has the tools to make further
strides.

In January this year, J&K came up
against Mumbai at the Sharad Pawar
Cricket Academy in Bandra in a
proverbial David versus Goliath battle.
While the 42-time champion had as many
as six players with international
experience in its midst, Paras Dogra’s
men were devoid of such high calibre.
However, by the end, it were the J&K
players who were rejoicing a �ve-wicket
win – their second in a row over the
domestic giant in India’s principal First
Class competition. Much of the credit for
the victory could be attributed to Yudhvir
-- he took four wickets in the �rst innings
and three in the second to �nish with a
match haul of seven for 95 and claim the
player-of-the-match award.

In mid-October, in Srinagar’s quaint
but highly-guarded Sher E Kashmir
Cricket Stadium, Yudhvir was Mumbai’s
nemesis with the ball once again. Never
mind J&K not getting over the line on this
occasion – it went down by a narrow
margin of 35 runs on a nerve-wracking
�nal day – Yudhvir played his part to a
large degree in keeping the host in the
contest until the dying stages by taking a
�ve-for in the �rst innings to restrict
Mumbai to 386. In the list of batters that
he dismissed were Rahane, Ayush
Mhatre, Shams Mulani, Tanush Kotian
and Shardul Thakur.

The opening day of the Ranji
encounter hadn’t begun auspiciously for
the fast bowler. In his �rst six deliveries,
he had conceded 12 runs. But a change of
ends and a word of encouragement from
his teammates enabled Yudhvir to regain
his poise and go about his work. In a
short span, he had the prodigiously
talented Mhatre and the widely
experienced Rahane in his kitty with
deliveries that deviated o� the pitch and
took the outside edge.

“I just focus on my bowling.
Sometimes, runs will be leaked. You
shouldn’t pay too much attention to that,”
Yudhvir threw light on his mindset in a
chat during the Ranji �xture in Srinagar.
“Even when runs are conceded, you
should always think of coming back
strongly. And when I got a second spell, I
focused on putting the ball on one spot
and being in rhythm. I did that and got
wickets.”

To get the better of Rahane, a man with
85 Test caps under his belt, pleased
Yudhvir in particular. “My deliveries were
moving well. And he had been beaten a
couple of times. I just kept bowling the
ball on that length. From there, it moved
and took the edge,” Yudhvir said with a
gleeful smile.

India-A call-up
It is performances like these that have
prompted the national selectors to
promote Yudhvir into the India A set-up.
A few weeks ago, Yudhvir, who has
represented Lucknow Super Giants (LSG)
and Rajasthan Royals (RR) in the Indian
Premier League, played two 50-over
matches for the Shreyas-led India A
against Australia A in Kanpur. Though he
scalped just one wicket and conceded 72
runs in 6.4 overs across the two outings, it
o�ered a valuable learning experience.
Apart from bowling to Australian
internationals like Jake Fraser-McGurk
and Cooper Connolly, there was also the
perk of sharing a dressing room with the
likes of Abhishek Sharma, Tilak Varma,
Arshdeep Singh and Harshit Rana.

“India A was a very good experience. A
few players had come in after playing the
Asia Cup. There was a lot that I got to
learn,” he re�ected. “Bowling to the
Aussies and playing at a higher level, you
are able to absorb a lot. And there are
many to teach you as well. The coaches
and senior players do come and share
tips.”

Greater attention on J&K
Yudhvir’s rise has coincided with J&K’s
progress in the cricketing establishment.
In September, Mithun Manhas, who was
Director of Cricket Operations at the

Jammu & Kashmir Cricket Association
( JKCA) after retiring as a player in 2017,
was unanimously elected to the post of
BCCI president at its 94th Annual General
Meeting (AGM) in Mumbai.

While performance remains
paramount in India’s highly competitive
environment, Yudhvir �nds motivation in
knowing that his numbers are being
noticed by the men who matter. When he
was picked in the North Zone squad for
the season-opening Duleep Trophy in
August, he was one of �ve J&K players in
the 15-member contingent. National
selector Ajay Ratra was present for the
�xture between J&K and Mumbai in
Srinagar.

“Yes, absolutely,” Yudhvir replied when
asked whether the performances of J&K
players are catching the eye more than
ever before. “With Mithun sir’s arrival,
J&K cricket has changed a lot. Everyone is
getting opportunities.

“We used to get it earlier as well, but
we didn’t get as many opportunities. Now,
even the national selectors are coming to
see us. Last season, S. Sharath was the
selector who came to see the match
against Services where I took eight
wickets. Then there was the match
against Mumbai. I did well in that as well.
There has been a lot of backing from
Mithun sir and the coaches. That is when
a team does well. Earlier, if we didn’t do
well in one or two matches, there would

be pressure and we would be out of the
team. But the situation has changed for
the better.”

If not for Manhas, J&K may have
actually lost Yudhvir to Hyderabad. While
the six-feet tall quick represented the
under-19 team of J&K, his Ranji Trophy
and Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy debuts
came for the southern team in the
2019-20 season.

“I had gone to Hyderabad to give trials
for the Army and get into the Services
team. I bowled well there. There is
regular league cricket in Hyderabad. I
scored 365 runs and took 15 wickets in
�ve matches,” Yudhvir recounted. After
that, I played for the Hyderabad under-23
side. Ambati Rayudu saw me there. He
supported me. So, I ended up playing
Ranji Trophy there. I played one season of
Ranji and two seasons of T20 for
Hyderabad.”

But with Manhas keen to bolster the
J&K out�t after taking charge, the Jammu
lad was brought back home ahead of the
2022-23 season.

Yudhvir’s prominence has been aided
by the fact that he is part of an in-form
pace attack also featuring the
highly-promising Auqib Nabi and Umar
Nazir. In J&K’s run to the Ranji quarters
last season, the trio �red collectively and
shared 87 wickets. Nabi was also picked in
North Zone’s team for the Duleep Trophy
this year and made headlines by claiming

four scalps in four deliveries against East
Zone in Bengaluru. In the recent game
against Mumbai, Nabi snared a �ve-for as
well before going on to claim a match haul
of 10 for 53 in a crushing win against
Rajasthan in the second round.

“See, last season as well, we all bowled
collectively and backed each other,”
assessed Yudhvir. “Sometimes, someone
might not get a wicket and not bowl that
well. But we keep backing each other as a
pace attack. That’s how we operate. Even
if somebody concedes runs in a spell, we
are there to support him and tell him that
he will come back well in the next spell.”

Strike bowler
As a quick bowler who is around the 140
km/h mark consistently, Yudhvir’s role in
the team is to land frequent
breakthroughs. “I should get wickets for
the team. That is my mindset,” he stated.

It is possible to do, as he has
understood, only when the right length is
consistently hit.

“I used to bowl short of good length.
But by playing regularly in the Ranji
Trophy, my length has improved,” he
observed. “I can now consistently hit the
good-length area. Bowling in Ranji
teaches you a lot. In white-ball cricket,
you can alter your length. But with the
red ball, you have to consistently bowl in
one area to get wickets. It came into my
game last year, and I got wickets as well.”

If Yudhvir has come into his own only
over the past year or so, it may be
because of his relatively late start.
Belonging to a region where
state-of-the-art facilities and a pathway
aren’t readily available, he played cricket
with a tennis ball without any thought of
taking up the game seriously until his late
teens.

“I was 19 when I started playing with
the leather ball,” he informed. “Before
that, I played tennis-ball cricket for 2-3
years. My friends used to push me to give
trials, but I kept doubting myself and kept
thinking about how I’m going to get
selected as I didn't know what was the
right way to go about it. Coming from a
middle-class family, my father wanted me
to focus on my studies. But my sisters
backed me, they used to keep telling my
father to let me play.”

Once he overcame his jitters and
attended the trials, he was on the right
track. 

“First time I went to the trials, I got
selected in the under-19 team. In my �rst
match, I took �ve wickets against
Mumbai. But I did not have any idea
about how to pace myself. I bowled well,
but got really tired as it was the �rst
four-day match I was playing,” he
remembered. “I learnt a lot from that
experience. Since then, I haven’t turned
back.”

Yudhvir: a vital cog in 
Jammu & Kashmir’s pace battery

In his last two matches against Mumbai in the Ranji Trophy, the 28-year-old from Jammu has accounted for batters like Rohit, Jaiswal, Shreyas and Rahane; having played 

for India-A against Australia-A in two 50-over games in Kanpur a few weeks ago, the speedster is aware that he is catching the attention of the national selectors

EMMANUAL YOGINI

THE GIST

�

By dismissing players of proven
pedigree in First Class cricket,
Yudhvir is certainly exhibiting
that he has the tools to make
further strides

�

The pacer has come into his
own only over the past year or
so and it may be because of his
relatively late start. Belonging
to a region where
state-of-the-art facilities and a
pathway aren’t readily
available, he played cricket
with a tennis ball

�

Yudhvir’s prominence has been
aided by the fact that he is part
of an in-form pace attack also
featuring the highly-promising
Auqib Nabi and Umar Nazir

Vivek Krishnan

PTI
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H
urricane Melissa, which struck
Jamaica with record-tying 296
kmph winds on October 28, was

a beast that stood out as extreme even in
a record number of monster storms
spawned over the last decade in a
superheated Atlantic Ocean.

While more storms these days are
undergoing rapid intensi�cation — gaining
356 kmph in wind speed over 24 hours —
Melissa did a lot more than that. It
achieved what’s called extreme rapid
intensi�cation — gaining at least 92 kmph
over 24 hours. In fact, Melissa
turbocharged by about 112 kmph during a
24-hour period last week and had an
unusual second round of rapid
intensi�cation that spun it up to 280
kmph, scientists said.

“It’s been … just a beast of a storm,”
Colorado State University hurricane
researcher Phil Klotzbach said.

When Melissa came ashore it tied
strength records for Atlantic hurricanes
making landfall, both in wind speed and
barometric pressure, which is a key
measurement that meteorologists use,
said Mr. Klotzbach and University of
Miami hurricane researcher Brian
McNoldy. The pressure measurement tied
the deadly 1935 Labour Day storm in
Florida, while the 296 kmph wind speed
equalled marks set that year and during
2019’s Hurricane Dorian. Hurricane Allen
reached 304 kmph winds in 1980, but not
at landfall.

Usually when major hurricanes brew,
they get so strong that the wind twirling
in the centre of the storm gets so intense
and warm in places that the eyewall
needs to grow, so a small one collapses
and a bigger one forms. That’s called an
eyewall replacement cycle, Mr. McNoldy
said, and it usually weakens the storm at
least temporarily.

Melissa showed some signs of being
ready to do this, but it never did, Mr.
McNoldy and Klotzbach said.

Another weird thing is that Melissa sat
o�shore of mountainous Jamaica for a
while before coming inland. Usually
mountains, even on islands, tear up
storms, but not Melissa.

“It was next to a big mountainous
island, and it doesn’t even notice it’s
there,” Mr. McNoldy said in amazement.

Warm water is the fuel for hurricanes.
The hotter and deeper the water, the
more a storm can power up. But when
storms sit over one area for a while —
which Melissa did for days on end — it
usually brings cold water up from the
depths, choking o� the fuel a bit. But that
didn’t happen to Melissa, said Bernadette
Woods Placky, chief meteorologist for
Climate Central, a combination of
scientists and journalists who study
climate change.

“It’s wild how almost easily this was
allowed to just keep venting,” Ms. Placky
said. “This had enough warm water at
such high levels and it just kept going.”

Melissa rapidly intensi�ed during �ve
six-hour periods as it hit the extreme
rapid intensi�cation level, Mr. McNoldy
said. And then it jumped another 56
kmph, and “that’s extraordinary,” he said.

For meteorologists following it, “just
your stomach would sink as you’d see
these updates coming in,” Ms. Placky said.

“We were sitting at work on Monday
morning with our team, and you just saw
the numbers just start jumping again, 175.
And then again this morning (Tuesday),
185,” Ms. Placky said.

Hurricane Melissa
a ‘beast’ among a
string of monster
Atlantic storms 

A street in Santiago de Cuba before Hurricane

Melissa made landfall on October 28. AFP 

Melissa turbocharged by 112
kmph in 24-hours last week and
had an unusual second round of
rapid intensi�cation that spun it
up to 280 kmph

Agence France Presse

I
magine a tsunami, a colossal wave
capable of traveling across entire
oceans and causing immense
destruction. Now, picture another

special kind of wave, known as a soliton.
Unlike a regular wave that spreads out
and loses energy, a soliton is a solitary
wave that holds its shape and speed over
incredibly long distances. These powerful
and mysterious waves are examples of
what scientists call nonlinear wave
dynamics. Understanding them is crucial
for everything from predicting natural
disasters to designing better
communications systems.

For decades, scientists have studied
these waves in enormous,
hundred-metre-long water tanks called
wave �umes. By generating waves in these
controlled environments, they can
observe how they behave.

However, even the biggest and most
advanced wave �umes have a major
limitation: they can’t replicate the
extreme conditions that create the most
powerful nonlinear waves found in
nature, like the sheer force of a tsunami
or the intensity of the world’s most
extreme tides. “Nonlinear” here means
the wave’s behaviour doesn’t scale in a
simple, proportionate way; instead, small
changes in conditions can produce
disproportionately large or unpredictable
e�ects. The physics behind these waves is
very complex, and reaching the level of
nonlinearity seen in nature has been
impossible to achieve in a lab.

Incredible properties
This is the challenge a team of researchers
from the University of Queensland in
Australia set out to surmount. But instead
of going even bigger, they went much
smaller.

They created a wave �ume on a
microscopic chip and used a unique kind
of �uid to generate waves more powerful
(relative to their size) than anything ever
seen on the earth. Their goal was to
create a platform to study the full range of
nonlinear wave behaviour in a controlled,
miniature environment.

“The study of how �uids move has
fascinated scientists for centuries because
hydrodynamics governs everything from
ocean waves and the swirl of hurricanes
to the �ow of blood and air through our
bodies,” study coauthor and ARC Future
Fellow Christopher Baker said in a
statement. “But a lot of the physics
behind waves and turbulence has been a
mystery.”

The �ndings were published in Science
on October 23.

When cooled to just a few degrees
above absolute zero, helium becomes a
super�uid — a unique quantum state of
matter with incredible properties. Most
importantly in this context, it can �ow
without any friction or viscosity. This
means an ultra-shallow �lm of super�uid
helium just a few nanometres thick can
move freely without getting stuck. This is
impossible for any normal �uid.

The team fabricated a silicon beam
about the width of a human hair on a
chip. When cooled, a 6.7-nm deep �lm of
super�uid helium could naturally coat
this beam, creating a perfect wave
channel.

Lilliputian paddles
The next challenge was to make waves in
such a small system and see them. At one
end of the silicon beam, the team built a
photonic crystal cavity — a structure with

nanometre-wide holes that trapped light.
When the researchers shone a laser into
this cavity, it heated the super�uid helium
slightly.

Super�uid helium has another strange
property: it �ows towards rather than
away from heat, a phenomenon called the
fountain e�ect. By rapidly changing the
laser’s intensity, they could create pulses
of heat that pushed the super�uid, like a
Lilliputian light-powered paddle.

Second, the height of the helium �lm
a�ected the light trapped in the cavity. As
a wave passed by, raising or lowering the
�uid’s surface, it slightly changed the
light’s frequency. By monitoring the light
coming out of the cavity, the researchers
could precisely measure the shape and
height of the waves in real-time in a very
sensitive way. Thus, this all-optical system
allowed the team to both generate
powerful waves and observe their
behaviour on a microscopic scale.

With their chip-scale wave �ume up
and running, the researchers were able to
observe a whole host of nonlinear
phenomena that had previously been
stuck on paper.

One of the �rst things they observed
was backward steepening. In a normal
water wave, the crest moves faster than
the trough, causing the wave to lean
forward and eventually break.

In the super�uid, they saw the exact
opposite. The troughs moved faster than
the crests, causing the wave to lean
backwards before breaking. This strange
behaviour had been predicted for
super�uid helium decades ago but had
never been directly observed.

Solitary waves
Second, by cranking up the power of their
laser paddle, they generated even more
extreme waves and witnessed the
formation of near-instantaneous shock
fronts: where the wave’s leading edge
becomes almost vertical. And then, they
saw something even more spectacular:
soliton �ssion. The powerful initial wave,
instead of just breaking, split apart into a
train of smaller, perfectly formed solitary
waves, or solitons. The team was able to
generate a train of up to 12 of these
solitons from a single wave pulse.

Intriguingly, these solitons weren’t like
those we normally see in water, which are

peaks that rise above the surface. These
were hot solitons — propagating as
depressions or troughs below the average
�uid depth. Read that again: below the
average �uid depth. They’re called hot
solitons because their troughs are slightly
warmer than the surrounding super�uid.
This remarkable observation con�rmed
another long-standing prediction about
super�uid dynamics.

“Using laser light to both drive and
measure the waves in our system, we
have observed a range of striking
phenomena,” said Dr. Baker. “We saw
waves that leaned backward instead of
forward, shock fronts, and solitary waves
known as solitons which travelled as
depressions rather than peaks. This exotic
behaviour has been predicted in theory
but never seen before.”

Macroscopic to microscopic
Using a microscopic platform to study
waves evidently had several advantages.
First, the experiments played out much
faster. Phenomena that would take hours
to observe in a giant water tank unfolded
in just milliseconds, allowing scientists to
collect vast amounts of data quickly.

Of course, one question is pertinent
here: can we be sure that what happens at
the macroscopic scale is/will be exactly
replicated at the microscopic scale, with
the same forces and phenomena at play?

The short answer is ‘no’, we can’t
assume that what happens at the
macroscopic scale is exactly replicated at
the microscopic scale — but this doesn’t
mean the study’s �ndings aren’t
applicable to the waves we see in water
bodies.

At the macroscopic scale, say, in a
100-m �ume, gravity and inertia

dominate whereas at nanometric scales,
like the 6.7-nm helium �lms in the study,
gravity becomes negligible; instead, van
der Waals forces and surface tension
dominate. So although both systems can
be modelled by shallow-water
hydrodynamics, the e�ective gravitational
acceleration is replaced by a van der
Waals term in the corresponding equation
— in this case, the Korteweg-De Vries
(KdV) equation. However, the equation’s
form itself doesn’t change.

Put another way, both microscopic and
macroscopic waves are governed by the
same mechanics; it’s just that the physical
constants are di�erent and the equation
has di�erent terms that dominate.

One of these constants is the Ursell
number, which dictates how
hydrodynamic behaviour scales
nonlinearly with depth and amplitude.
This is why shrinking a system by a factor
of a million doesn’t linearly scale its
dynamics. Instead, the system is ‘pushed’
into an entirely di�erent regime.

Second, at the microscale, the helium
�lm is a quantum �uid, not a classical
substance. Its viscosity vanishes, heat
�ow drives its motion (via the fountain
e�ect), and strange phases of matter like
quantised vortices become possible. None
of these exist in classical macroscopic
�uids. Similarly, the crystal cavities also
modify how waves disperse, producing
wave behaviour that’s impossible in
natural �umes.

However, researchers aren’t claiming
their experiment reproduces the exact
same physical forces as in a macroscopic
water �ume but that their
waves-on-a-chip setup obeys the same
(KdV) hydrodynamic equation in form.

Speci�cally, what allows them to
compare the super�uid �umes and a real
oceanic �ume isn’t identical forces—which
don’t exist— but the mathematical
equivalence of the governing equation.

In the study, the team worked under
limiting conditions where the �uid’s
depth is low, also known as the
shallow-water limit. In this regime, the
dynamics governing the waves depend on
three dimensionless parameters: the
Ursell number, the aspect ratio (ratio of
depth to length), and the dispersion
coe�cients in the KdV equation. If two
systems share the same three forms of
these parameters, then, even if one
involves gravity and the other involves
van der Waals forces, their wave evolution
should be dynamically similar.

Put another way, the chip experiment
wasn’t meant to reproduce a tsunami in
miniature but to reproduce the same
mathematics of nonlinear wave evolution.
And in the paper, the researchers
described three things they did to prove
they did so in a correct way.

First, they used a custom Euler solver,
which is a full hydrodynamic model with
nonlinear behaviour due to van der Waals
forces, and the KdV equation to model
the experiment and found that it could do
so correctly.

Second, they plotted the Ursell number
in their microscopic experiment and
found that it curved up to cross a value of
100 million. Thus they could conclude
that their experiment was
hydrodynamically equivalent to, or
exceeded, what they might have seen in a
large �ume.

Third, they observed wave steepening,
shock-front formation, and soliton �ssion
— which is the very sequence of
formations that the theory predicts for
waves of large amplitude in shallow water.

Finally, overall, the authors of the new
study have been careful not to say “we’ve
shrunk the ocean onto a chip.” Instead
their paper repeatedly emphasises the
di�erences between the two scales: that
gravity is replaced by van der Waals
acceleration, that dispersion is
engineered using light (rather than
naturally), and that the �uid is a
super�uid with zero viscosity.

Toolkit to explore
The second advantage was that the
system was very easy to control. The
researchers could �nely tune the waves’
properties by adjusting the laser power
and the thickness of the super�uid �lm.
They could also modify the chip’s design
to create di�erent channel shapes or
place obstacles in the waves’ way,
providing a toolkit to explore complex
�uidic phenomena.

Finally, according to the study paper,
the work also pushes the boundaries of
optomechanics — the study of how light
and mechanical motion interact. The
extreme nonlinearities observed go
beyond the gentle perturbations typically
studied in this �eld, opening a new
regime of nonlinear dynamics.

mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in

Nanometre ‘tank’ of helium reveals
weird waves never seen before
When cooled to just a few degrees above absolute zero, helium becomes a super�uid — it can �ow without any friction or viscosity; this means an

ultra-shallow �lm of super�uid helium, a few nanometres thick, can move freely without getting stuck — something impossible for any normal �uid

Superfluid helium can creep up the surface of the cup, climb out, and drip down from the bottom.

Classical fluids can’t do this. PUBLIC DOMAIN 

The study of how �uids move has
fascinated scientists for centuries
because hydrodynamics governs
everything from ocean waves and the
swirl of hurricanes to the �ow of blood
and air through our bodies 

CHRISTOPHER BAKER

ARC FUTURE FELLOW

Vasudevan Mukunth

Top-left: Scanning electron micrograph top-view of two fabricated devices on a silicon on insulator chip.

Right: Zoom-ins of the boxed regions; b) False colour scanning electron microscope image showing the

silicon superfluid wave flume (blue) glued to a silica optical fibre taper (grey); c) Zoomed-in view

showing the silicon photonic crystal cavity at the end of the device. The silicon waveguide is around 500

nm wide and 220 nm thick. ARXIV:2504.13001V1 

In a normal water wave, the crest moves faster

than the trough, causing the wave to lean forward

and eventually break. MARK HARPUR/UNSPLASH 
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The share by which
Delhi’s wetlands have
shrunk in 30 years

9
In per cent. A study conducted by

Delhi University along with HCL

Tech and Terna Global Business

School has found that some districts,

including South Delhi, have seen a drop of

almost 97% per cent in their wetland area,

due to increasing construction and

pollution in the national capital. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of Naxalites
who surrendered in
Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur 

51
As many as 51 Naxalites, 20 of

them carrying a collective

bounty of ₹66 lakh, surrendered

in the Bijapur district of Chhattisgarh on

Wednesday, police said. The cadres have

returned to the mainstream citing that

they were impressed by the State

government’s rehabilitation policy. PTI

Number of Gazans
killed in overnight
Israeli strikes

60
The development came

after Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu

ordered the military to conduct “powerful

strikes” over Gaza, accusing Hamas of

violating the ceasefire. Hamas said in

response that that it would delay handing

over the body of another hostage. PTI

Indians to be
repatriated from
Thailand after raids

500
More than 1,500

people from 28

countries had crossed

into Thailand between the start of the

crackdown on one of the most notorious

scam hubs, KK Park in Myanmar, and

Tuesday evening. Many people staffing the

fraud factories say they were trafficked. AFP

Number of people
killed in the drug raids
in Rio, Brazil 

64
As many as 2,500 heavily

armed officers, backed by

armoured vehicles,

helicopters and drones took part in the

operation targeting Brazil’s main

drug-trafficking gang in two poor

neighbourhoods in northern Rio. AFP

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far:

C
hina has �led a complaint with
the World Trade Organization
(WTO) against India. It alleges
that India is providing subsidies,

as part of the Production-Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme, for the development of
advanced chemistry cell (ACC) batteries;
for boosting the auto sector; and for
facilitating the production of Electric
Vehicles, in contravention of WTO law. 

What is the PLI scheme? 
India launched the PLI scheme in 2020 to
give a �llip to Indian manufacturing. This
scheme provides �nancial incentives
based on incremental sales to strategic
industries; aims to bolster India’s position
in global value chains; and integrates
medium and small-scale industries into
the industrial production process through
backward linkages. The three speci�c PLI
schemes that China has challenged are —
the PLI scheme which aims to incentivise
the establishment of giga-scale
manufacturing capabilities of ACC
batteries in India; the scheme for the auto
industry, which seeks to buttress the
manufacturing of Advanced Automotive
Technology (AAT) products in India,
encompassing both vehicles and their
components; and third, a scheme to
promote EV manufacturing by attracting
global EV manufacturers to the country. 

What is China’s complaint?
China alleges that the three PLI schemes
provide �nancial bene�ts or subsidies to
companies operating in India contingent
on Domestic Value Addition (DVA). For
instance, under the PLI scheme for the
auto sector, one of the conditions for
eligibility to get �nancial bene�ts is that
there must be a 50% DVA. Likewise, one
of the salient features of the PLI scheme
for ACC batteries is that the bene�ciary
must ensure a DVA of 25%. The Chinese

argue that the DVA requirements under
these PLI schemes incentivise companies
to use domestic goods rather than
imported goods, discriminating against
Chinese goods in the Indian market. 

What is the law on subsidies in WTO?
While providing industrial subsidies to
boost domestic industry is a sovereign
right of states, WTO law ensures that
these subsidies are not provided in a
manner that jeopardises the international
trade of other countries by ushering in
unfair competition. Unfair competition
may arise from subsidies that confer an
arti�cial advantage on industries for
exporting or competing with imported
products. Consequently, the grant of
industrial subsidies is regulated by the
Subsidies and Countervailing Measures
(SCM) agreement of the WTO. Article 1 of
the SCM agreement de�nes a subsidy as a
�nancial contribution by a government or
a public body that confers a bene�t. The

subsidy should also be speci�c. 
The SCM agreement divides subsidies

into three categories — prohibited
subsidies, actionable subsidies, and
non-actionable subsidies. Prohibited
subsidies are forbidden by de�nition and
are generally of two types: export
subsidies and Import Substitution (IS)
subsidies. Export subsidies are contingent
on export performance, and IS subsidies,
as de�ned in Article 3.1(b) of the SCM
agreement, refer to subsidies contingent
upon the use of domestic goods over
imported goods. Thus, if a country
promises a �nancial contribution to a
speci�c industry on the condition that it
use domestic goods or goods produced
locally, rather than imported goods, it
would constitute a prohibited subsidy.

Do IS subsidies violate other laws?
An IS subsidy will also breach two other
WTO legal provisions. First is the national
treatment obligation, codi�ed in Article

III.4 of the General Agreement on Tari�s
and Trade (GATT), which obligates
countries to ensure that their domestic
laws do not treat imported products less
favourably than their domestic products;
and second, is Article 2.1 of the Trade
Related Investment Measures (TRIMs)
Agreement which states that no country
shall impose any TRIM that is inconsistent
with its national treatment obligations
enshrined in GATT’s Article III. The
TRIMs agreement contains a speci�c
illustration of a prohibited trade-related
investment measure. This illustration
pertains to local content requirements
which incentivise the use of domestically
produced goods. Since an IS subsidy gives
preference to domestic over foreign
goods, it constitutes as a proscribed TRIM
under the WTO law.

China alleges that India’s three PLI
schemes are IS subsidies. However, it is
critical to note that the DVA milestones in
India’s PLI scheme do not automatically
translate to local content requirements.
Value addition at the domestic level can
occur in multiple ways, and not just
through the use of domestic goods. The
analysis of the DVA component in these
three PLI schemes must thus consider a
complex set of facts. 

What happens next?
The �rst step in resolving a dispute at the
WTO is through consultations. Thus,
India and China will try to resolve this
matter amicably. If this does not occur,
the dispute will proceed to adjudication
by a three-member ad hoc WTO panel.
The WTO’s appellate mechanism, the
Appellate Body, has remained
incapacitated since December 2019. Thus,
if the WTO panel’s decision is appealed, it
would mean postponing the adjudication
of the dispute till the time the Appellate
Body is resurrected. The practical
implication is that the status quo remains,
and a country can continue with its
impugned measures.

Prabhash Ranjan is Professor and Vice
Dean (Research), Jindal Global Law School.
Views are personal.

What is China’s complaint against India at WTO? 
What is the Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme in India? Which three speci�c PLIs does China oppose? What are the World Trade Organization’s rules

when it comes to subsidies? What does the Subsidies and Countervailing Measures agreement state?

Subsidy wars: The World Trade Organization (WTO) in Geneva. AFP

Prabhash Ranjan
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India’s PLI scheme provides
financial incentives based on
incremental sales to strategic
industries; aims to bolster
India’s position in global value
chains; and integrates medium
and small-scale industries into
the industrial production
process through backward
linkages.

�

While providing industrial
subsidies to boost domestic
industry is a sovereign right of
states, WTO law ensures that
these subsidies are not
provided in a manner that
jeopardises the international
trade of other countries by
ushering in unfair competition.

�

The SCM agreement divides
subsidies into three categories
— prohibited subsidies,
actionable subsidies, and
non-actionable subsidies.

The story so far:

I
f you think of a cyclone as a
machine, it would be an incredibly
powerful entity — an engine that
draws heat from the earth’s tropical

waters to drive destructive winds, heavy
rainfall, and storm surges. Similar storms
are known variously as hurricanes in the
Atlantic and eastern Paci�c Oceans, and
typhoons in the western Paci�c Ocean. 

How do cyclones form?
A tropical cyclone begins as an area of
low pressure, often associated with
clusters of thunderstorms. For such a
disturbance to develop into a cyclone,
several atmospheric and oceanic
conditions must come together. The most
important is warm sea surface
temperature, generally above 26.5°C and
up to a depth of at least 50 m. When
moist air near such a water surface rises,

it releases its latent heat, cools, and
condenses to form clouds. The released
heat warms the surrounding air, causing it
to rise even further and drawing in more
moist air from below, setting up a
self-reinforcing cycle of convection.

A second important condition is that
the atmosphere must be unstable, that is,
rising air must continue to rise rather
than being forced back down, and there
must be a su�cient Coriolis force (a
de�ection of circulating air due to the
earth’s rotation, causing it to curve right
in the Northern Hemisphere and left in
the Southern Hemisphere) to induce
rotation. As the Coriolis e�ect is weakest
at the equator, cyclones rarely form
within about �ve degrees of latitude from
it. At the same time, the vertical wind
shear, which is the di�erence in wind
speed and direction between the lower
and the upper levels of the atmosphere,
must be low. High wind shear can disrupt
a cyclone’s organised circulation and

keep it from building in strength. 
As the cyclone develops, a well-de�ned

centre called the ‘eye’ may form. This is a
calm, clear region surrounded by a ring of
towering thunderstorms that produce the
most intense winds and heaviest rainfall,
called the eyewall. 

Air spirals in towards the low-pressure
centre at the surface and rises rapidly
near the eyewall, while at higher altitudes
it �ows outwards, completing the
circulation.

How are cyclones classi�ed?
Since the storm draws energy from the
ocean through evaporation, it can
intensify as long as it remains over warm
water. Cyclones are primarily classi�ed by
their maximum sustained wind speed and
central pressure. Di�erent ocean basins
use slightly di�erent classi�cation
schemes but the principle is the same. In
the North Indian Ocean, the India
Meteorological Department classi�cation

ranges from a ‘depression’ (31-49 km/hr)
to ‘super cyclonic storm’ (>222 km/hr).

For measurements, meteorologists use
ground-based observations, aircraft
reconnaissance, satellite data, and ocean
buoys. Satellites play a crucial role in
monitoring cyclones over remote ocean
areas: infrared images help estimate the
temperature of cloud tops, indicating
storm intensity, while visible and
microwave sensors reveal structure,
rainfall distribution, and eye formation.

In the North Atlantic, specialised
aircraft called hurricane hunters �y
directly into storms to measure wind
speeds, pressure, humidity, and
temperature. Instruments called
dropsondes are released into the storm,
transmitting data as they fall. In the
Indian Ocean, satellites and automated
buoys provide most of the data. 

How well are cyclones forecast?
Forecasting the path and intensity of
cyclones remains a complex challenge.
Sophisticated numerical weather models
simulate atmospheric and oceanic
conditions, but even small errors in initial
data can lead to large uncertainties.
Advances in computing power, remote
sensing, and data assimilation have
improved forecasts signi�cantly over the
last few decades. Today, most
meteorological agencies can predict a
cyclone’s track three to �ve days in
advance with reasonable accuracy.

How do cyclones form and
how are they measured? 
How can high wind shear disrupt the formation of a cyclone? What is an eyewall?

Vasudevan Mukunth
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A tropical cyclone begins as an
area of low pressure, often
associated with clusters of
thunderstorms.

�

Since the storm draws energy
from the ocean through
evaporation, it can intensify as
long as it remains over warm
water.

�

Sophisticated numerical
weather models simulate
atmospheric and oceanic
conditions, but even small
errors in initial data can lead to
large uncertainties.
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X

QUESTION 1

What was the o�icial Soviet
designation for the Tsar
Bomba?
X

QUESTION 2

What was the name of the
island where the test was
conducted?
X

QUESTION 3

Who oversaw the Tsar Bomba
project at Arzamas-16?
X

QUESTION 4

What was the CIA’s code
name for the Tsar Bomba
test?
X

QUESTION 5

When was the Tsar Bomba
first tested?

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s

daily quiz: 1. Five days after nearly 13 million
shares of U.S. stock were sold in one day in 1929,
an additional 16 million shares were sold on this
day, fuelling the Great Depression. Ans: Black

Tuesday

2. This country announced that it was ending its
one-child policy in 2015. Ans: China

3. This Academy Award-nominated screenwriter
wrote Dr. Strangelove and Easy Rider. Ans: Terry

Southern

4. The group of painters who treated urban scenes
realistically. Ans: Ashcan school

5. This country was established largely through the
e�orts of Kemal Atatürk. Ans: Türkiye

6. Anarchist Leon Czolgosz was executed for the
assassination of this U.S. President. Ans: William

McKinley

7. This person was the Minister of Propaganda for
the German Third Reich under Adolf Hitler. Ans:

Joseph Goebbels

Visual: Identify this former President of Liberia.
Ans: Ellen Johnson Sirleaf

Early Birds: Erfanally Oosmany| Haridas Pal|
Ritviz| Abhay Krishan| Sachin. D

THE DAILY QUIZ

Test your knowledge of the Tsar Bomba, the most powerful nuclear weapon ever created

X

Visual question:

How high did the mushroom cloud from the explosion reach?

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Prathmesh Kher

“That’s a nice shirt. Is it new?”
“Yes, it is. My uncle gave it to me

yesterday.”
“Your uncle? Which one?”
“The one who works for UN.”
“You have an uncle who works for the

UN?”
“He’s been working for UN for over...”
“... the UN..”
“What?”
“Your uncle doesn’t work for UN. He

works for the UN.”
“The UN? But why?”
“Because UN is an abbreviation for

United Nations. The general rule is when
you make use of an abbreviation for an
organisation, you use the de�nite article
the before it. For example, my cousin
Saritha wants to work for the CBI.”

“I would like to work for the BBC.
when I grow up. Is it OK to say that?”

“Sounds good to me. Here’s another
example. Many of our students who go to
the U.S. to study, settle down there.”

“Previously, everyone used to go to the
U.K. “

“That’s true.”
“So tell me. Every time we use an

abbreviation, we have to use ‘the’, right?”
“Not necessarily. Take for example

NATO.”
“It stands for North Atlantic Treaty

Organisation, right?”
“Very good! When we use NATO in a

sentence, we do not use the before it. For
example, I know a few people who work
for NATO.”

“I don’t know much about NATO. Can I
say that?”

“You certainly can.”
“Why don’t we use the before NATO?

It’s also an abbreviation, isn’t it?”
“True, it’s an abbreviation. But it’s not

an abbreviation like BBC. In the case of
BBC or UN, we pronounce each and every
letter individually.”

“Well, yes. I say BBC.“
“In the case of NATO, on the other

hand, you do not pronounce each letter
individually. Instead, you put the four
letters together and pronounce it as one
word.”

“And since it’s pronounced as one
word, we do not use the before it! Is that
what you’re implying?”

“Exactly!”
“I see. So, I don’t need an article with

UNICEF. It stands for United Nations
International Children’s Educational
Fund, doesn’t it?”

“Right again! You do not have to use
the before UNICEF. Similarly, you do not
need the before UNESCO. For example,
some people believe that UNESCO will
soon close down.”

“That’s not likely to happen. But I think
I am beginning to understand now. When
the initial letters of words come together
and are pronounced as one word, we do
not use the de�nite article the.”

“Exactly! Such words are called
acronyms.”

“What?”
“Acronym! The ‘a’ in the �rst syllable is

like the ‘a’ in ‘bat’, ‘hat’ and ‘cat’. The ‘o’
in the second syllable is like the ‘a’ in
‘China’. And the �nal syllable ‘nym’
rhymes with ‘rim’, ‘dim’ and ‘him’. The
stress is on the �rst syllable.”

Published in The Hindu on July 21, 1998.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

D
o rivers have stories to tell? As
he prepared to map the
Chenab, “a river of diplomacy
enshrined in the Indus Waters

Treaty”, Danesh Rana was reminded of a
Bashir Badr couplet: “Agar fursat mile
paani ki tahriron ko padh lena, har ek
dariya haazaron saal ka afsana likhta hai.
(If you get the time, do read the writing of
the water. Every river writes a tale of
thousand years.)”

In his memoir and travelogue, The
Dark Coloured Waters ( Juggernaut), Rana,
who has served as an IPS o�cer in the
erstwhile State of Jammu & Kashmir,
pro�les the river with the help of myths,
legends, anecdotes and photographs,
including one of the highest railway
bridges in the world across the Chenab in
Reasi district. He also describes the state
of the river post-the Pahalgam massacre
when India suspended the Indus Water
Treaty, brokered by the World Bank in
1960.

“A day after the suspension of the
treaty, the sluices at Baghlihar and Salal
Hydrolectric Projects were closed,” he
writes. Soon, the water receded rapidly,
“turning the roar of the river to a
whimper,” and people began to walk
across the river.

Is it possible to halt or divert rivers?
Rivers are the proverbial natural arteries
of ecological systems. They are also
worshipped, navigated and dammed.
From the ancient ecosystems of Egypt to
the sinking cities of Shanghai, rivers are
valued di�erently. No wonder, some of
our major river systems are also drying,
and ultimately dying. Despite such

ambiguity, rivers have remained
intertwined with humanity.

Water history
A river determines water history in any
region, seasonal variation in its �ow being
the prime determinant. With the bulk of
water in the system coming from rainfall
and snow melt in the mountains, a river
�nally �ows to the sea to complete its
essential hydrological cycle. Of all rivers
that have tried to complete the
hydrological cycle, the story of the Indus
basin stands as one of modern history’s
great stories of large-scale environmental
transformation. It is also a story of
changing relationships between society
and the state.

In 2015, Prof. David Gilmartin of North
Carolina State University argued that a
large-scale environmental history of the
Indus basin was yet to be written (Blood
and Water, University of California Press).
The Indus basin’s history has long been
the subject of historical attention.
Although a largely arid region, the Indus
basin became one of the globe’s most
heavily irrigated river basins. Though the
�ow in the river in the six months from
October to March is just 16% of the total
annual �ow, �oods in the summer
months have been historically signi�cant.

It is claimed that the Indus basin
supplies 80% of the water for Pakistan’s
irrigated agriculture — that it employs
nearly two-thirds of the labour force and
generates a quarter of the national GDP.
Such a linear relationship has been
climatically challenged. Triggered by
extremely heavy rains, the July-August
2010 Indus �oods a�ected some 20
million people; two million homes were

destroyed; 1.6 million head of livestock
died and the economic losses amounted
to $43 billion. Though the consensus was
that it was a-once-in-a-hundred years
event, the fact remains that thanks to
rapid global warming, a greater climatic
uncertainty surely looms.

Floods and irrigation
No message is more powerfully conveyed
by the �oods’ damage than that massive
human development has vastly increased
the system’s vulnerability. Together with
this, large-scale irrigation projects have
become a tool to dominate nature. Erik P.
Eckholm had noted in the 1970s that “the
greater irrigation works in modern times
had come to dramatise the dangers
inherent in e�orts to expand large-scale
control over nature without su�cient
attention to the ‘ecological requisites’ of
nature itself.”

The Indus basin is not bereft of such
transformation or vulnerability, and it is
in this light that the river ought to be
studied. The Indus Water Treaty was a
shared heritage between India and
Pakistan, till its suspension in April 2025.
Consequently, the future of the
water-sharing treaty between upper
riparian India and lower riparian Pakistan
remains shrouded in mystery writes
Uttam Kumar Sinha in Trial by Water
(Penguin, 2025). As per the treaty, the
water of the �ve rivers of Punjab used to
�ow into the Indus. It may not in future.
All these rivers show similar patterns of
�ow, and their vicissitudes have dictated
much of the basin’s hydrogeography.
However, all this is going to change if river
water is diverted (over time) by the upper
riparian state.

At this moment, is it apposite to
delineate the fundamental
hydrogeography of the Indus basin and its
complex �ow patterns? How water
becomes both a lifeline and a faultline in
the contested south-Asian landscape is
the lingering question. Under the
changing situation, can the river be
allowed to �ow its course to ful�l its
ecological obligations of �owing to the sea
to complete the hydrological cycle?

Mounting stress
However, to focus solely on bilateral
tensions is to miss the larger picture. “The
Indus Basin must be seen as a single,
interconnected whole — its challenges not
con�ned to legal frameworks or
diplomatic �ashpoints but rooted in
deeper ecological struggles,” writes Sinha.
With the basin now confronting surging
water demand, climate shocks and
mounting water stress, the stakes are only
intensifying in the future. Can this
decades-old treaty evolve to meet a new
era of crisis, rekindling its role as a
platform for cooperation?

Rivers themselves have always had
their own logic: their natural beauties,
their �oods, droughts, their tendency to
silt up, their changes of course, tipping
points and disappearances, as Vanessa
Taylor puts it in Seven Rivers (Weidenfeld
& Nicolson, 2025). Rivers have shaped our
lives, just as we have shaped theirs.
Changing hydro dynamics of the Indus
river o�ers a view of the world where the
person and the river are seen in relation
to each other. Love, grief, and hope �ow
through the river.

Sudhirendar Sharma is an independent
writer, researcher and academic.

The Indus conundrum: when water

is both a lifeline and a faultline
Writers are beginning to explain the rami�cations of the suspension of the Indus Water Treaty, which was a shared heritage between India and

Pakistan. Others map how global warming is impacting the balance in nature, and take stock of the fallout of political decisions on all rivers
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Calm and serene: The Indus river in Leh, Ladakh on October 5. IMRAN NISSAR
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